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Cuddeback.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 
bUl  for  the  relief  of  William 
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Gamberiand  road  in  Illinois.  Major  Ogden's  report  of  oper- 
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Comberland  road  to  Jefferson  city,  Missouri.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  estimates  for  the  extension 
and  completion  of  the         .... 

Gdmberland  road  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the 
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Missouri.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
C^anals  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  continue  the  construction  of  the 

Cnmberliind  road  within  that  State.  Memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature  of  Indiana  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  the    .  .  .  •  . 

CanniDgh^tn.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of  Hezekiah 

Ourency  but  gokl  and  silver  should  be  received  in  pajrment 
of  the  revenues.  Resolutions  of  the  Liegislature  of 
New  Hampshire  that  no  medium  or 

Currency.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
with  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in  depreci- 
ated ...... 

Current  river.    Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri  for  an  appro- 
priation to  improve  ... 
OostoiBs  and  lands,  from  1789  to  1839.    Statement  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  payments  on  account 
of  the  public  debt,  and  of  tlie  receipts  on  account  of 
the              ...... 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
ttatement  showing  the  daily  employment  of  the  sev- 
enJ  officers  of  the  -  -  -  •  . 
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Davis  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption  right  to  certain  lands 
occupied  by  them.    Petition  of  Sands  Stuart  and 

John 6    303        1 

.Davis.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  (S. 

163)for  the  relief  of  William  R.      -  -  -    7    622        I 

Davis.    Re(x)rt  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Nathaniel         -  -  -  -    8    573        1 

Davis.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Hugh  -  -  •  -    8    576        1 

Dearborn.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

petition  of  Shearborn  -  -  -  -    7    467        1 

Deaths  in  the  army  in  1839.    Statement  of  diseases  and    -    1        1    164 

Deaths  in  the  navy  in  1839.    List  of        -  -  -    1        1     608 

Deatley.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  James         •  -  •  -    7    540        1 

Debenture  on  foreign  goods  conveyed  over  land  from  Ar- 
kansas and  Missouri  to  Mexico.  Documents  rela- 
ting to        -  -  -  -  -  -  .7    472        1 

Debt  of  the  United  States  to  the  20th  of  November,  1839. ).        o  ^     ^ 
Payment  of  the  public         -  -  -  -  J  ^36 

Debts  of  the  several  States.  Motion  by  Mr.  Benton  in  rela- 
tion to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  assume 
the  -  -  -  -  .  .    2      18        1 

Debts  of  the  several  States.  Motion  by  Mr.  Lumpkin  to 
amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  in  relation  to  the 
legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  assume  the  -    2      46        1 

Debts  of  the  States.  Report  of  the  select  committee  in  re- 
lation to  the  power  of  the  Union  to  assume  the         -    4    163        1 

Debts  of  the  several  States,  and  the  propriety  of  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
them.    Motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  in  relation  to  the      4    161        1 

Debts  of  the  several  States.  Motion  of  M  r.  Nor  veil  to  amend 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  assumption  by  the  United  States 
ofthe 6    197        1 

Debt  annually  made,  and  annual  receipts  on  account  oi 
customs  and  lands,  from  1789  to  1839.  Statement 
of  the  payments  on  account  of  the  public    -  -    4    166        1 

Defences  of  the  country.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  military  and  naval  -    3    120        1 

Defence,  and  praying  its  adoption  by  Congress.  Memorial 
of  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  proposing  a  system 
of  national  -  -  -  -  -    6    256        1 

Defence  of  the  western  frontier,  &c.    Letter  of  the  Secretary 

of  War  relative  to  the  plan  propc^ied  for  the  -    6    379        1 

Defence  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  from  Passamaquoddy  to  the  )  S     ^ 

Sabine.    Report,  in  detail,  jQrom  the  Secretary  of  War  >  7    461  <   43 
in  relation  to  the-  -  -  -  •)  (64 

De  Gerstner,  praying  a  copyright  for  five  years  for  certain  , 

/7iihJications.    MemorialofF.  A.  Chevalier        .    -    2      29        1 
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Delassus.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill 
iiuthorizinor  payment  of  certain  moneys  to  Don  Car- 
\osDehauit  -  -  -  -  -    6    326 

Deliosser,  prayinsT  the  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  in 
Mobile,  Alabama.     Petition  of  Albin  Mitchell,  in  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of  Madame  -  -  -    2      56 
DeLusser.    Statenaent  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn  in  relation 

to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  -  -    6     219 

0s  Lnsser  and  their  legal  representatives.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame     -  -  -     6    232 

1^  Passaii.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims  on  the  petition  of  George      -  -  -    6    226 

Department,  to  be  called  the  Department  of  Agricniture  and 
Education.  Petition  of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new        -  -  -    4     181 

Deposite  banks.     (See  Banks.) 

Deposites  of  the  public  money.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act 
of  1836  to  regulate  the        -  -  -  -    2      14 

Deposites  of  the  Government  and  the  issues  of  Treasury 
notes.  Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  White  in  rela- 
tion to  the  special    -  -  -  -  -    6    418 

Detherage.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on 
the  bill  (H.  R.  295)  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Rob- 
erts and  William    •  -  -  -  -    7    636 

De  Treville.     Report  of  the  Committee  .on  Revolutionary 

C.aims,  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  John    6    446 

Detroit.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michio^an,  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  tor  the  erection  of  military 
defences  for  the  protection  of  the  city  of       -  -    6    377  * 

Detroit  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Pe- 
tition of  citizens  of  Detroit  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  a  railroad  from  the  city  of  -    8    604 

Dickman,  widow  of  John  Dickman.  Report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  and  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Phebe        -  -  -  -  -     7    493 

District  of  Columbia  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840.    Returns 

of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  •  -    2      39 

%sthct  of  Columbia,  praying  the  improvement  of  certain 
streets,  and  the  establishment  of  an  hospital  and  lu- 
natic asylum  therein.  Memorial  of  the  corporate 
lathoritie^  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  -    3      98 

DistiUxol  Columbia,  praying  the  extension  of  their  charter, 
and  that  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Georgetown;  the  construction  of  a  stone  bridge 
ov«r  Rock  creek ;  the  employment  of  either  the  Po- 
tomac bridge  09  the  Alexandria  aqueduct  as  the 
Tkduct  for  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroad ; 
and  the  creation  of  a  fund  for  schools  in  said  Di»^ 
trict  Memorial  of  the  corporate  autboritiea  of  the 
atf  i^  Georg^erown,  in  tbe  '  «  .  .5    230 
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District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
said  city,  with  certain  modifications.  Memorial  of 
citizens  of  Washington  city,  in  the  -  -  -    6    236        1 

District  of  Columbia,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  ont- 
standing  due-bills  by  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
under  the  act  of  1834.  Report  of  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  in  the    -  -  -  -    5    243        1 

District  of  Columbia,  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  said  Dis- 
trict to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up  their 
concerns.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington  city, 
in  the 6    276        1 

District  of  Columbia,  against  the  surrender  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  of  the  stock  held  by  that  corporation  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  Remonstrance  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  •    5    277        1 

District  of  Columbia,  submitted  by  Mr.  Merrick.  Statements 
of  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  several  banks 
in  the 6    300        X 

District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  &c.  Me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the      -    6    306        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  recbarter  of  the  banks  in 
said  city.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Washington  city, 
in  the         -  -  -  -  -  -    6    364        I 

District  of  Columbia.  Document  relating  to  the  resolution 
to  purchase  for  the  United  States  the  banking-house 
of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  the    -  -  -    6    387        1 

District  of  Columbia  may  be  compelled  to  resume  specie 
payments,  &c.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Georgetown, 
praying  that  the  banks  in  the  -  -  -    7    466        1 

District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind 
up  their  concerns.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington city,  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
to  compel  the  banks  in  the  •  -  -  -    7    479        1 

District  of  Columbia  may  not  be  compelled  to  resume  specie 

Syments  before  a  general  resumption  takes  place  in 
aryland  and  Virginia.  Memorial  of  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  praying  a  recharter  of  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  that  the  banks  in  the     -    7    487        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  renewal  and  modification  of 
the  charter  of  said  city.  Memorial  of  citizens  of 
Washington  city,  in  the     -  -  -  -    7    618        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter. 
Memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Patri- 
otic Bank  of  Washington,  in  the      -  -  -    8    696        1 

District  of  Columbia  since  the  location  of  the  seat  of  Gov- 
emment  therein.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  statement  showing  the  appropri- 
ations to  be  expended  in  the  •  -  -    6    600        1 

Dktiict  of  Columbia.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Washington, 
praying  a  renewal  of  the  charters  of  the  banks  in 
y         ibe  ....  .  .  .8    607       1 
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District  of  Columbia,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  amend 
vcA  coniinue  in  force  the  act  to  incorporate  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Washington.  Memorial  of 
a  committee  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  in  the         -  -  -  -    8    609        1 

District  of  Columbia,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S.  378) 
concerning  the  charter  of  said  city.  Remonstrance 
of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  in  the  -  -    8    613        1 

flistrict  of  Columbia,  praying  the  retrocession  of  that  part  of 
said  District  to  Virginia.  Petition  of  citizens  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the        -  -    8    614        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  extension  of  their  char- 
ters until  the  4th  of  March  next.  Memorial  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  ^Bank  of  Georj^town,  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  in  the  -  -  -  -    8    616        1 

Dixon.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  bill 

(S.  364)  for  the  relief  of  EphraimD.  -  -    7    846        1 

Donations  of  land.    (See  Land.) 
Dorsett.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 

of  Fielder 7    485        1 

Drafts  of  the  Government,  which  have  been  sold  by  dis- 
brrrsing  agents,  &c.,  since  the  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  in  1838,  have  been  paid  in  specie. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing 
whether  the  -    '       -  -  -  -    5    235        1 

Drawback  paid  on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  sngar, 
since  the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that 
exportation.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  showing  annual  amounts  of       '-  -    6    399        1 

Drawback  of  duties  on  refined  sugars.  Document  signed 
by  proprietors  of  sngar  refineries  in  relation  to 

the 6    375        I 

Drawbacks  on  refined  sugars  and  rum,  &c.   Document  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Benton  in  relation  to  -  -6    334        1 
Drawbacks  paid  on  duties  received  since  1833.     Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  statements 
of  the  amounts  of  -            -                        -            -    5    275        1 
^ihedging-machine  may  be  used  to  remove  sand-bwrs,  Ac., 
in  the  woBtem  waters.     Memorial  of  Alexander 
Jones,  praying  that  his        •            -            -           -    4    ItO        1 
DtUMtt.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 

nal  of  John  Nicholson,  executor  of  Abner  L.  -    6    3^        1 

Donran,  ittomey  of  Abner  L.  Dnncan.    Report  of  the  Com- 

inittee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial  of  William  -    6    384        1 

Donham.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  -  -  -  -  -    4    162        1 
Duham.    Report  of  thAdommittae  on  Pensions  on  the  t)e- 

tition  of  Stephen     •  -  -  -  -    6    iSBT       1 

Dataes  levied  on  the  French  ship  Alexandre.  Message  from 
the  President  of  tb^  Vaited  States,  with  docuaientSf 
wnomnwndJng  ih^  tepttymeal  of  the  -  -    2      37         1 
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Duties  on  the  staple  productions  of  the  United  States.  Tabu- 
lar statement  of       •  .  -  -  -    3      80       14 

Duties  from,  and  papers  furnished  to,. vessels  employed  in 
the  whale  fishery.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of        -  -    3      83 

Duties  on  imports,  &c.   Motion  of  Mr.  Benton  in  relation  to    4    162 

Duties  received  and  drawbacks  paid  on  same  since  1833. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  state- 
ments  of  the  amounts  of      -  -  -  -    5    276 

Duties  collected  in  each  State  of  the  Union  since  1821. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exhibit- 
ing the  aggregate  amount  of  •  -  -    8    621 

Duty  may  be  imposed  on  importations  of  silk  goods.  Me- 
morial of  James  Brown  and  others,  praying  that  a   -    4    171 

Duty  on  silk.  Memorial  of  John  Hancock  and  otl^ers,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  -  -  -  -    4    183 

Duty  on  imported  silk  umbrellas  and  parasols.  Memorial 
of  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  and  parasols  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  imposition 
of  a 4     185 

Duty  on  the  tonnage  of  Spanish  vessels  in  certain  cases. 
Message  from  the  President  of  tbeUnitedStates  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the        -  -  •  -    6    267 

Duty  may  not  be  charged  on  the  works  of  art,  the  produc- 
tion of  American  artists  abroad.  Memorial  of  Hiram 
Powers,  praying  that  -  -  '         -  -    6    311 

Duty  on  salt.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  in 

favor  of  a  repeal  of  the        •  -  -  -    6    343 

Duties  on  refined  sugars.     Document  signed  by  proprietors 

of  sugar  refineries,  in  relation  to  the  drawback  of    -    6    376 

Duty  on  imported  silks.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Maryland 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  imposition 
ofa  -  .  -  -  -  -    6    380 

Duty  on  fish  imported  from  Canada.    Petition  of  citizens  of 

Michigan,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  -  -    6    392 

Duties  on  imports.  Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New  York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  li. 
100)  to  insure  the  more  faithml  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  collection  of      -  -  •    7    461 

Duties  on  imports.  Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New  York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (U.  R. 
100)  relating  to  the  collection  of      -  •  -    7    471 

Duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  British  brigaptine  Rob  Roy, 
which  was  wrecked,  and  her  cargo  sold  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  salvors.  Report  of  Mr.  Davis,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  on  the  petition  of  a  mer- 
cantile house  in  Nova  Scotia,  praying  a  remission  of 
the  -  -        •  .  -  .    7    476 

Datyon  silk  hats.    Memorial  of  hatters  in  the  city  and 

State  of  New  York,  praying  the  imposition  ofa       -    7    4&0 

Daiyqn  imported  silk  hats,  fur  bodies,  and  felts.    Petition 

c/AattersfortheimpomtiQaotdL     ^  •  -    7    646 
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Easby.   Report  of   the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  William  -  -  -  -    2      38 

East  Florida,  praying  the  formation  of  a  portion  of  that  Ter- 
ritory into  u  separate  Territory.  Memorial  of 
citizens  of  -  -  -  -  -  -    3      67 

Ectford.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Henry        -  -  -5     228 

£dson,  deceased.  Keport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of 
Joseph         -  -  -  -  -  .    6    351 

Elections.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
against  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  -  -  -  -  -    3      68 

Elizabethtown  First  Presbyterian  Church  for  indemnifica-        ^. 
tion  for  losses  in  property  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
Petition  of  the         -  -  -  -  -     7    544 

Elliott.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  Thomas  -  -  -  -  -  -    4     177 

Elliott.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 
petition  of  Edward  Holyoke  and  other  heirs  of  Si* 
ience  -  -  -  -  -  -    5    207 
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panting  the  -  -  -  .  -    6 

French  and  Spanish  grants.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana,  relative  to  the  validity  of  titles  to  land 
under  -  -  -  -  -  -    2 

French  vessels  from  the  islands  of  Guadaloupe  and  Marti- 
nique may  have  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  1823. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^  with 
mccompaDyin^!'  documents,  recommendiag  thai        -    2      37 
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French  spoliations  prior  to  1800.  Resolution  of  the  Letjis- 
lature  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  making  provision 
for 6    366        1 

French,  widow  of  Benjamin  French.     Report  of  the  Com- 

mittee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  of  Mary  -     6    424        1 

Frontier.  (See  Defences — Fortifications — Atlatidc  fron- 
tier— Northern  frontier —  Western  frontier,) 

Fry.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  Henry    -  -  -  -  -    3      64        1 

Funds  in  the  Treasury  for  general  purposes  on  the  1st  of  ?  ,         o    S    ^ 
January,  1839.    Statement  of         -  -  -  p  }2i 

Funds  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Chickasaw  treaty  of  Oc- 
tober, 1832.  Statement  per  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the   -  -  -  -  -  -     1        9        4 

Fulton.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  heirs  of  Robert  -  -  -  -    5    272        1 

Fulton.    Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 

Robert        -  -  -  -  -  -    6    323        1 

G. 

Gaines,  in  1839.  Position,  &c.,  of  the  western  division  of 
the  army  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
eral   1        1      72 

Gaines,  proposing  a  system  of  national  defence,  and  praying 
its  adoption  by  Congress.  Memorial  of  General 
Edmund  P.  -  -  -  -  -    5    256 

Galena  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery.  Memo- 
rial of  the  Galena  chamber  of  commerce,  praying 
that  .  .  -  -  -  -    5    221 

Galena,  Illinois.     Document  showing  the  statistics  of  the 

city  of        -  -  -  -  .  -    6    349 

Garde,  supposed  to  have  been  lost  on  board  the  United  States 
ship  llnsurgente.  Claim  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
John  -         ^  -  -       .    '  -  -     1        1     60 

Gardiner,  attorney  for  James  Brooks,  Alien  Osteen,  Andrew 
Hopkins,  Charles  Griffin,  and  Archibald  Williams. 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial 
ofD.  S. 6    395 

Garrabrants,  widow  of  Garrabrant  N.  Garrabrants.  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth 7    482 

Gehon,  late  marshal  of  Wiskonsin  Territory.    Report  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Francis      -    5    ^27 

General  bankrupt  law.    (See  Bankrupt.) 

General  Land  Office  in  1830.  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the  operations 
connected  with  the  -  -  -  -    2      21 

Genther.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

(H.R.  118)  granting  a  pension  to  John  H.  -  -    7    507 

Geology  and  mineralogy  of  Iowa  Territory.  Report  of  the 
"Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  Mr.  Oweas  on  the  -  -  -  -    7    539 
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Georgetown,  praying  the  extension  of  their  charter,  and  that 

ot  ihe  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown; 

the  construction  of  a  stone  bridge  over  Rock  creek; 

ihe  employment.of  either  the  Potomac  bridge  or  the 

Alexandria  aqueduct  as  the  viaduct  for  the  Falmouth 

and  Alexandria  railroad ;  and  the  creation  of  a  fund 

for  schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    Memorial 

of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of     -  -    5    220        1 

Geological  specimens  belonging  to  the  Government.   Report 

of  the  Committee  on  the  Library  in  relation  to  an 

appropriation  for  the  preservation  of  the  mineral  and    8    584         1 

Gerstner,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  copyright  for  five  years 
for  his  publications.  Memorial  of  F.  A.  Chevalier 
De 2      29        I 

Giron.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  Simeon    -  -  -  -    6    234        1 

Glover.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  William  -  •  -    8    691        I 

Goat  island,  Newport  harbor,  R.  I.    Operations  at  the  light* 

house,  pier,  and  dike  at-  -  -  -111  71 

Gold  and  silver  only  in  payment  of  revenues.  Resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  in  favor  of 
receiving    -  -  -  -  -  -2281 

Gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  and  the  annual  coinage  at 
the  mints,  to  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  tabular  statements  of  imports 
aod  exports  of         -  -  -  -  -    6    290        I 

Government  drafts  for  bank  notes.  Report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  relation  to  the  exchange,  by  officers 
of  that  Department,  of       -  -  -  -    3      81         1 

Government  drafts,  which  have  been  sold  by  disbursing 
officers,  agents,  or  contractors,  have  been  usually 
paid  in  specie.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
showing  whether    -  -  -  -  -    5    235        1 

Government  drafts  for  bank  notes,  and  the  payment  of  cred- 
itors in  depreciated  currency.     Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  re- 
ports from  the  Secretaries  of  the   Treasury  and 
Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to 
the  sale  of  -  -  -  -  -  - '  6    406        1 

GoTwnment  drafts  by  disbursing  officers  and  contractors. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  of  t!ie  Postmaster  General  in 
leUtion  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  -  -  -    6    427        1 

Goveromeot  expenditures  from  18^  to  1839,  inclusive. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting statements  of  the     -  -  -  -    7    450        1 

GovemmeBt  drafts  for  bank  notes  by  agents  of  the  Treas- 
ury  Department.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  part  compliance  with  the  Senate 
letolatioa  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of      ^    7    457        I 
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Goverament  drafts  for  bank  notes  by  agents  of  the  War 
Department  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  -  -    7    628        I 

Government  creditors  in  depreciated  currency.  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  pay- 
ment of      -  -  .  .  .  -    7    629        1 

Gras.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on 

the  claim  of  Antonio  -  -  -  -    8    676        1 

Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary. 

Correspondence  with  the  Minister  of  -  -    3    107        I 

Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium,  and  Comet.  Corres- 
pondence V^rith  the  Government  of  -  -  -    3    119        I 

Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary.  Ad- 
ditional correspondence  with  the  Minister  of  -    4     129        1 

Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary.  Ad- 
ditional correspondence  with  the  Minister  of  -    6    266        1 

Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  disputed  territory  on  the 
northeastern  boundary.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  on  the  correspondence  with   -    6    382        1 

Greaves.    Re[)ort  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  Jacob     -  -  -  -  -    6    296        1 

Green.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  peti- 
tion of  David  -  -  -  -  -    8    668        1 

Green  Bay,  Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  a  confirmation  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory 
incorporating  said  town.  Memorial  of  the  president 
and  trustees  of  the  town  of  -  •  -    7    604        1 

Greenbow's  Memoir  on  the  Oregon  Territory,  submitted  by 
Mr.  Linn,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  subject. 
Report  of 4    174        1 

Griffin  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 

the  claim  of  Charles  -  -  -  -    6    396        1 

Grignon.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

the  petition  of  Robert  •  -  -  -    4    134        1 

GwiUi  civil  engineer  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  practicability 
and  probable  cost  of  opening  a  communication  be- 
tween ^Ibemarle  sound  and  the  ocean,  at  Nag's 
Head.    Report  of  Major     -  -  -  -    8    603        I 

H. 

Hall.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Gaims  on  the  claim  of 

Adam 6    217        1 

Hall.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petitiod 

of  Jacob 7    484        1 

HaDdilton.    Report  of  the  Coounittee  of  Claims  on  the  peti^ 

tionofN.  G. 6    363        I 

Hancock.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

the  petition  of  Jubal  B.       -  -  -  -    3    106        1 

Huicack.    lieport  ot  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

the  petiuoa  of  Jubal  B.       -  -  -  •    6    361        1 
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Hankins.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William       .  -  .  .  . 

Harbors,  rivers,  light  houses,  and  roads,  in  1839.  Improve* 
TDent,  repairs,  &c.,  of  •  -  -  - 

Harbor  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  during  1839.  Opera- 
tions on  the  public  works  for  the  improvement  of  the 

Harbor  of  St.  Louis  during  1839.     Operations  at  the 

Harior  improvements  on  the  seacoast.    Report  in  relation  to 
Harbor  improvements  on  the  southeast  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
Captain  Williams's  annual  report  on  the 

flarbors  at  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock  .Report  in  relation  to  the 
public  works  at  the 

Harbor  at  Dunkirk  from  1827  to  1838.  Tabular  statement 
of  estimates  for  the  public  works  at  the 

Harbors  under  charge  of  the  Topographical  Bureau.  State* 
ment  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the 

Harbors  on  the  Lakes.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  of 

Harbor  at  Conneaut  creek  from  1829  to  1839,  with  statistics 
and  estimates.  Condition  of  the  improvements  at 
the  -  .  .  -  -  . 

Harbor  and  creek  from  1826  to  1839,  with  estimates  and 
statistics.  Progress,  &c.,  on  the  public  works  at  Ash- 
tabula        --.--. 

Harbor  at  Cimningham  creek  from  1826  to  1839,  with  esti- 
mates and  statistics.  Progress,  &c.,  on  the  public 
works  at  the  .  •  -  .  . 

Harbor  oo  Grand  river  from  1826  to  1839,  with  estimates 
and  statistics.  Progress,  &c.,  on  the  public  works 
at  the  . 

Harbor  at  Cleveland  from  1827  to  1839,  with  estimates 
and  statistics.  Progress,  &c.,  on  the  public  works 
at  the  - 

Harbor  on  Black  river  from  1828  to  1839,  with  estimates 
and  statistics.  Progress,  du:.,  on  the  public  works 
at  the  - 

Harbor  on  Vermillion  river  from  1836  to  1839,  with  statis- 
tical statements,  estimates,  &c.  Progress  of  the 
work  done  at  the    - 

Hubor  at  Huron,  Ohio,  from  1826  to  1839,  with  statistical 
statements,  estimates,  ioc.  Progress  on  the  public 
works  at  the 

UarbM  It  La  Plaisance  bay,  from  1827  to  1839,  with  esti- 
Dates  and  statistics.  Progress,  &c.,  on  the  public 
works  at  the  -  -  - 

Harbor  on  the  river  Raisin,  from  1 827  to  1839,  with  estimates 
and  statistics.    Progress  of  improvements  at  the 

Harbors  at  Conneaut,  Ashtabula,  and  Cunningham  creeks, 
it  Grand|  Black,  Vermillion,  Raisin,  and  Huron  riv- 
ers, at  Cleveland  harbor  and  La  Plaisance  bay,  in 
1829,  183(i,  1831,  and  1833,  with  their  present  con- 
dition, &C.  Statements  respecting  the  extent  and 
eost  ct  the  public  works  ai  the       • 
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Harbor  at  that  place.    •Memorial  of  citizens  of  Racine, 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  construction  of  a    3      74 

Harbors  at  Milwaukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manitowoc,  and 
Sheboygan,  on  Lake  Michigan.  Memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin,  praying  the 
construction  of-  -  -  -  -31 12 

Harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St  Clair. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  praying  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  and  the  improvement  of  the    6    242 

Harbor  at  Michigan  city.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  praying  a  further  appropriation  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  -  -  -  -  -    6    303 

Harbors  at  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and  Southport,  on  Lake  Mi- 
chigan. Memorials  of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  Racine, 
and  Cleveland,  and  a  letter  of  Thomas  Holdup 
Stevens,  in  favor  of  constructing     -  -  -    8    664 

Harper.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Lewis  Ljrttleton    -  -  -  -    7    453 

Harrison,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  John  Garde.  Evi- 
dences of  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Maria  -  -  -     1         1     60 

Harrison,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  reorganization  and 
discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  of  tlie 
17ih  January,  1817,  9ih  January,  1818,  and  22d 
January,  1819.    Reports  of  Mr.      -  -  -    7    531 

Hofikins  and  Ralph  Haskins.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  Thomas     -  -    6    381 

Hats,  fur  bodies,  and  feltjs.     Petition  of  hatters  of  Newark, 

New  Jersey,  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  silk     -    7    545 

Hayden,  deceased,  and  others.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  on  the  bill  (No.  81)  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs,  &c.,  of  Jeremiah  D.    -  -  -    7 

Headrick.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter   -  -  -  .    7    555 

Hill,  widow  of  Henry  Hill.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Pensions  on  the  claim  of  Hester     -  -  -    6    431 

Hill.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial 

recommitted  to  them  of  Gilbert  Stalker  and  N.  B.   -    8    590 

Hodson  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  petitions  of  the  administrators  of  William    -    4    146 

Hodson.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  report 
and  bill  recommitted  to  them  in  the  case  of  the  ad- 
ministrator of  James  -  -  -  -    6    350 

HoUinger.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 

memorial  of  A.  C.  -  -  -  -  -    6    301 

Holyoke  and  other  heirs-at-law  of  Silence  Elliott:  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
Edward 5    207 

Hooper.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  thfe  relief  of  Barton       -  -  -  -    8    B73 

Ajpldns.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim 

ot  Andrew 6    396 
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Hospitals.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 

expediency  of  a  change  in  the  system  of  marine    -     1        8        1 

Ho6piXa\  tod  lunatic  asylum  in  said  city.  Memorial  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  Washington  city,  praying  the 
improvemeut  of  certain  streets,  and  the  erection  of  an    3      98        1 

Houstoi,  for  his  services  in  the  revolutionary  war.  Reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  do- 
nauon  of  land  to  Peter       -  -  -  -    4    182        1 

Bnre.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  (H. 

R.  No.  32)  for  the  relief  of  John     -  -  -    6    388        1 

Bmixm  river  in  1839.    Captain  Brewerton's  report  of  im- )  y         ^{  168 
provements  on-  -  -  •  -)  (  183 

HodsoD  and  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  of  the  United  States  navy. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  concerning  the 
rank  and  commission  of  William  L.  -  -    6    324        1 

Uogo.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  -  -  -7    664        1 

HoDt.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  Wilson  P.  -  -  -    6    283        1 

Homer.     Report  of  the  Committed  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

(H.  R  183)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  -  -    7    663        1 


lUinob  in  favor  of  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  title  of  the 
Vnited  States  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Res- 
oiations  of  the  Legislature  of         -  -  -    3      93        1 

miDois  in  favor  of  the  cession  to  that  State  of  the  unsold 
public  lands  vithin  its  limits.  Resolutions  of  the 
L^siatureof         -  .  -  -  -    4    192        1 

Ifflmm  of  Muscat  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Correspondence  relating  to  certain  presents  made  by 
the 7    488        1 

Imporis  and  exports  during  1834, 1836,  1836,  1837,  1838, 

and  1839.    Statement  of  the  value  of         -  -    1        2      38 

Inpcffts  into  the  United  States  from  October  1,  1789,  to 
September  30, 1838.  Statement  of  the  annual  value, 
dtc,  of 1        2      89 

sports  into  foreign  countries,  (generally  by  treaty.)  State- 
ment of      ...  .  .  .  .    3      80      62 

In^ms  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  bullion, 
aad  the  annual  coinage  at  the  Mints,  to  the  year 
1339.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
inih  tabular  statements  of  «  •  •  •    6    290        1 

Ifliports  of  fish  and  sugars,  within  certain  periods.  State- 
ments of  the  quantity  and  value  of  -  -    6    334        1 

Imports.  Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  100)  re- 
lating to  the  collection  of  duties  on  -  -    7    461        1 

Impotls.  Remoustruice  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  against  tl^  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  £.  JOO)  le- 
hil^Dgtoihecoiieeiioo  ^  daiie$  oa  «•  -    7    471        \ 
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Imports  and  exports  of  sugar  during  the  year  1839.  Doc- 
ument submitted  by  Mr.  NicholaS|  showing  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of     -  -  -  -  -    7    605        1 

Imports  of  merchandise  of  foreign  countries  during  the  year 

ending  30th  September,  1839.    General  and  summa- )  ^    ^^.^  (      6 
ry  statements  of      -  -  -  -  -p    ^''  ^  122 

Imports  in  each  State  of  the  Union  since  1821.  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exhibiting  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  value  of^  deducting  reship- 
ments  -  -  -  -  -  -    8    621        1 

Independent  Treasury  bill.    (See  TVeastuy.) 

Indians  in  Florida,  during  1839.     Operations  of  the  army, 

with  a  map  of  the  seat  of  war,  against  the  Seminole    1        I      80 

Indian  Affairs  for  1839.  Report,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, of  the  Commissioner  of        -  .  -     1      *  1     327 

Indians.    Documents  and  correspondence  relating  to  the 

emigration,  subsistence,  schools,  disturbances,  &c.,  )  ^         ^  {  349 
of  the  Cherokee     -  -  -  -  -  p         ^  ^  362 

Indian  treaty  with  the  Seneca  nation  may  be  suspended. 
Memorial  of  the  chief  warriors,  sachems,  and  chiefs 
of  the  Six  and  Seneca  nations  of  Indians,  praying 
that  the      -  -  -  -  -  -    2      33 

Indians  of  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes.  Letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  -    2      42 

Indiana  certain  lands  to  aid  in  opening  a  canal  between 
the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  necessary  legis- 
lation to  confirm  to  the  State  of    -  -  -     2      46 

Indian  Dtpartment  for  1840.    Estimate  of  appropriations 

for  the  service  of  the  -  -  -  -    3      73 

Indian  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  a  statement  of  the  names 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  -    4    126 

Indians  in  Florida.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the 

massacres  and  destruction  ot  property  by  hostile     -    4    130 

Indians  for  1839.  Report  of  the  commissioner  to  investi- 
gate claims  against  the  Miami         -  -  -    4    164 

Indiana  to  obtain  a  donation  of  land  to  Peter  Houston  for 
his  services  in  the  revolutionary  war.  Resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  -    4     182 

Indians  in  Florida.  Letter  and  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  in  relation  to  the  employment  of 
bloodhounds  ag&inst  the  hostile       -  -  -    4    187 

Indiana  in  favor  of  the  establishmeiH  of  a  mail-route  from 
Springville,  via  Virginia  Furnacay  Stamford,  White 
Hall,  Spencer,  and  Greencastle,  to  Crawfordsville. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  .6    211 

Indiana  to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  to  establish  an  asylum 
Jor  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind.  Resolutions  of 
ibe  Legislatare^of  -  -  •  m  -    6    212 
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Indians.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 

payment  of  the  debts  and  removal  of  the  Winnebago    6    297 

Indiana,  praying  a  further  appropriation  for  the  completion 
ot  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City.  Memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of         -  -  -  -  -    6    308 

Indiaoa,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road  within  that  State.  Memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  .  -  -  -  -    6    310 

Ifidians.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  an 

appropriation  for  the  removal  of  certain  Cherokee    6    320 

Indiana,  in  favor  of  granting  the  franking  privilege  to  offi- 
cers of  agricultural  societies.  Resolutions  of  t]j^e 
Legislature  of         -  -  •  -  -    6    340 

Indiana,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  tract  of  eight 
acres  of  land,  adjoining  the  land  donated  to  said 
State,  for  public  purposes.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of     -  -  -  -  -  -    6    341 

Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  the  public  lands  for  the  im« 
provement  of  the  two  White  rivers  in  that  State. 
R^olutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  -    6    342 

Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt.  Res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -    6    343 

Indians.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
difficulties,  and  efforts  to  adjust  them,  with  the  Cher* 
kee 6    347 

hidians  inhabit  the  country  immediately  west  of  Arkannas 
and  Missouri.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating 
what  tribes  of  -  -  -  -  -    6    379 

Indian  lands  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal 
(jovernment.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  statement  of  the  purchases  of    8    616 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States."  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  "  Act  for  the  relief  of 
certain"       -  -  -  -  -  -     1         7 

International  difficulties.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  congress  of  nations  to  adjust    -  -  -    4    184 

Iowa  and  Missouri.    Proclamations,  &c.,  of  the  Governor 
of  Iowa,  communicated  by  the  President,  relative  to 
the  disputed  boundary  of    -            -            -            -     1        4 
loii  and  Missouri.    Additional  correspondence  with  the 
Governor  of  Iowa  and  others,  concerning  the  dis- 
puted boundary  line  of       -            -            -            -    2      35 
Iowa,  pnying  the  establishment  of  certain  post- routes  ia 
aud   Territory.     Memorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  .            -           .            .            .            .    2      50 
Iowa,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  the  establishment  of 
a  college  in  that  Territory.    Memorial  of  the  Legis- 
iative  Assembly  of  -            -            -            -            -    2      61 
Iowa,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  organic  law  of    that 
Territory.     Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  .  -        ' 2      B» 
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Iowa,  prayinp  the  adjustment  of  the  boundary  line  between 
that  Territory  and  the  State  of  Missouri.  Memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of         -    2      53        1 

Iowa  Territory.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction  of 

military  roads  in     -  -  -  -  -    2      68      30 

Iowa,  praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  the  road  from 
Dubuque  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri. 
Memorial-of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of    •  -    3      95         I 

Iowa  and  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  disputed 
boundary  line  of  said  State  and  Territory.  Correspon- 
dence, communicated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  witU  the  Governqrs  of  the  Territory  of       -    4    138        1 

Iowa  Territory,  in  favor  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  election 
of  a  Governor  of  that  Territory  by  the  people.  Res- 
olutions of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of       -  -    5    201        1 

Iowa  Territory.  Report  of  Colonel  Abert,  of  the  Topograph- 
ical Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain roads  in  -  -  -  -  -    8    698        1 

Ireland.    Report  of  tne  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  the  heirs  of  John  -  -  -  -    5    218        1 

J. 

Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Buren.  Resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee  approbatory  of  the  leadmg 
measures  of  the  administrations  of  Andrew  -    3      68        1 

Jamison,  widow  of  Samuel  Jamison.  'Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Margaret        -    7    608        1 

Johnson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  Reynell  Coates  and  Walter  R.     -  -    6    229        1 

Johnston.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 

the  petition  of  John  -  -  •  -    5    216        1 

Johnson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 

petition  of  John       -  -  -  -  -    6    367        1 

Johnston.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  George  C.    -  -  -  -6    413        1 

Johnson  and  Ann  Hughes,  heirs  of  James  Yanosten.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth 7    454        1 

Johnston.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Levi  -  -  -  -    7    654        1 

Joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.    Motion  by  Mr. 

Tappan  to  amend  the  -  -  -  -    4     157        1 

Jones,  praying  that  Government  may  use  his  dredgingma- 
chine  for  the  removal  of  sand-bars  in  the  western 
waters.    Memorial  of  Alexander     -  -  -    4    170        1 

Jones.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 

the  memorial  of  William  D.  -  -  -    6    443        1 

Jordon.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Clainao 

on  the  claim  of  John  -  -  -  -    6    403        1 

Justist    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  IsMC  -  •  -^  -    8    673        1 
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Keelei.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  John  -  -  -  -    7    494        1 

KcWey,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon  territory,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  colony  thereon.  Me- 
morial of  Hall  J.      -  -  -  -  .    2      20        1 

EfSDedy,  assignee  of  Edward  Laurendine.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joshua    -  -  -  -  -  -    6    439        1 

Kennedy,  assignee  of  Cornelius  McCurtin.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joshua    -  -  -  .  -  .    6    440         1 

Kennedy,  assignee  of  George  Tucker.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  ^and  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Joshua        -  -  -  -  -  -    8    574        1 

Kentucky  against  ceding  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  and  in  favor  of  distributing  their  pro- 
ceeds among  all  the  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  -  •  -  -  -    6    305        1 

Kerr.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 

petition  of  Jacob     -  -  -  -  -    6    213        1 

King  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 

the  petition  of  A.  P.  -  -  -  -    6    332        1 

Knipe.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  -  -  -  -    8    570        I 

Knipe.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Simon         -  -  -  -    8    570        1 

KdoiL    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Wilfred  -  -  -  -    8    570        1 

Kyanizing  timber.  Report  of  J.  J.  Abert,  colonel  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  in  relation  to  the  process 
and  utility  of  -  -  -  -  -    6    428        1 


"Ladies of  the  Sacred  Heart,"  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, praying  that  a  charitable  donation,  sent  to 
them  from  the  city  of  Paris,  may  pass  duty  free.    Pe- 
tition of  members  of  the  religious  order  of  - 
Uke  Champlain.    Operations  at  outlet  of  - 
Uke  Champlain.    Report  in  relation  to  the  public  works  on 
1^  Ontario.     Report  in  relation  to  the  public  works  on  - 
-Lake Michigan.     Report  in  relation  to  the  public  works  on 
Lake  Erie.     Captain  Williams's  report  on  the  harbor  im- 
provements on  the  southeast  shore  of  -  - 
Lake  /larbors.    Report  of  the  board  of  inspection  of 
Lake  Michigan.     Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Wiskonsin,  praying  tho  construction  of  harbors  at 
Milwaukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manitowoc,  and  She- 
boygan, on*            -            •            -            -  -    3    112 
LandoD,  d^eased.    Report  of  the  Committee  ot  Claims  on  the 

bill  for  tb^  reUei^  the  legal  reptesentativcaaiChsLtifiA    6    3&9 
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Land  in  Oregon  territory.    Memorial  of  Hall  J.  Kelley, 

praying  a  grant  of  -  -  -  -  -    2      20 

Land  Office  department  in  1839.  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  maps  and 
docnraents,  showing  the  operations  of  the  -  -    2      21 

liands  under  French  and  Spanish  grants,  and.  the  16th  sec- 
tions in  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  relative  to       -  -  -  -    2      26 

Lauds  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire  opposed  to  dividing  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  -  -  -  -    2      27 

Land  warrants.  Resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in 
favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  land  to  satisfy 
outstanding  military  bounty  -  -  -    2      30 

Lands.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  in  rela- 
tion to  the  disposal  of  the  public      -  -  -    2      34 

Land  to  settlers  in  Oregon  territory.    Petition  of  citizens  of 

Missouri  for  a  donation  of  -  -  -  -    2      40 

Land  selected  by  the  State  of  Indiana  to  aid  her  in  opening 
a  canal  between  the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river  and 
Terre  Haute.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  in  relation  to     -  -  -  -    2      46 

Lands  among  the  States,  and  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of 
their  price,  and  granting  pre-emptions.  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  against  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public     -  -  -    3      68 

Land  district  in  that  State.     Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 

Alabama,  praying  the  creation  of  a  new      -  -    3    113 

Lands  in  Illinois,  praying  that  their  pre-emption  rights  may 
not  be  affected  by  the  grant  to  the  "  Polish  exiles." 
Petition  of  settlers  on  the  public      -  -  -    3    118 

l^nds  for  a  railroad  from  the  mineral  region  in  Missouri  to 
the  Mississippi  river.  Petition  of  Van  Dorin  Pease  and 
Company,  asking  a  risjht  of  way  through  the  public    4    131 

Lands  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the 
public         .  .  .  -  .  -    4    133 

Limd  in  Mississippi  under  acts  of  1812  and  1819.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  do- 
nation claims  or  settlement  rights  to  •  -    4    149 

Lands  from  1789  to  1839.     Statement  by  the  Register  of 

the  Treasury  of  the  annual  receipts  on  account  of  -    4    156 

Lands  among  the  States,  &c.  Motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  in 
relation  to  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  -  -  -  -  •  -    4    161 

Land  claimants  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes.  Documents  embracing  letters 
from  the  Commissioner  and  Solicitor  of  the  General 
Land  Office,argumentsof  Messrs.  Magennis and  Law- 
less, and  opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General,  Me^rs, 
Grundy  and  Butler,  in  relation  to  the  bill  to  quiet 
ibe  titles  (^  certain  •  «  •  «•    4    173 
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Lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  located,  and  in  favor 

of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 

f»bUc  lands  among  the  several  States.    Resohitions 

of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode- Island,  adverse  to  the 

cession  of  the  public  -  -  -  -    4    190        1 

Lands  within  the  limits  of  said  State.  Resolutions  of  the 
l^e^slature  of  Illinois  in  favor  of  the  cession  to  that 
Stale  of  the  unsold  public    -  •  -  -    4     192        I 

lands  heretofore  granted  to  them  by  the  United  States.  Me- 
morial of  the  Polish  exiles,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 
settle  and  cultivate  the        -  -  -  -    4    194         1 

Land  for  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  blind,  in  said  State.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  to  obtain  a  grant  of  -  -    6    212         1 

Lands  lyin^  within  the  State  of  Alabama.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of 
receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fund  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  -  •    6    259        1 

Land  district  and  land  office  in  the  <<  Platte  purchase,"  in 
that  State.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri  for  the 
establishment  of  a  -  -  -  •  -    6    263         1 

Lands  in  that  State  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying 
the  payment  to  that  State  of  the  value  of  the  16th 
sections  in  the  Chickasaw  cession,  and  a  donation  of 
the  unappropriated  -  -  .  -  -    6    268        1 

Land  for  the  establishment  of  manual-labor  schools  in  that 
Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  a  donation  of  -    6    291         1 

Lands  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company, 
for  certain  purposes.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  on  the  bill  granting  a  portion  of 
thepnlilic   -  -  -  -  -  -    6    293        1 

Lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  quan- 
tity and  sales  of  the  public  -  -  -  -    6    298         I 

Lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  and  in  favor  of  the 
distribution  of  their  proceeds  among  all  the  States. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  against 
ceding  the  public    -  -  -  -  .    6    305        1 

Lttd  to  said  Newton  county,  for  public  purposes,  and  that 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county  be  aU 
bwed  the  right  of  pre-emption.  Petition  of  citizens 
of  Newton  county,  Missouri,  for  a  donation  of         -    6    336        1 

Land  adjoining  the  land  donated  for  a  seat  of  Government. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  to 
be  allowed  to  enter  at  the  Government  price  eight 
acres  of      -  -  -  •  -  -    6    341        1 

Land  for  the  improvement  of  the  two  White  rivers  in  that 
State.  Reaolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
in  fiivor  of  a  donation  of  public       -  *  «>    6    342       1 
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Land  claims  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  confirming  certain   -  -  -  -    6    344        1 

Land  in  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Lou- 
isiana in  relation  to  the  16th  sections  of  the  public  -    6    358        1 

Lands  in  Milwaukie.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Wiskonsin, 
praying  a  confirmation  of  the  title  of  Francis  Laven- 
ture  and  others  to  certain    -  •  -  -    7    468        1 

Lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  respectively  lie,  on  cer- 
tain conditions.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  on  the  bill  to  cede  the  public        -  -    7    460        1 

Lands  for  the  improvement  of  Rock  river.  Memorial  of 
numerous  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  an  appropri- 
ation of      -  -  -  -  -  •    7    492        1 

Lands  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Got- 
ernment.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  statement  of  purchases  of      -  -    8    616        1 

Lane.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

on  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Anderson    -  -    4    191        1 

Langtree  6c  O'SuUivan.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

Library  on  the  claim  of      -  -  -  -6    251        1 

Langtree  &  O'SuUivan.  Documents  relating  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contract  for  printing  the  Madison  Papers 
with  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    442        1 

Langtry  &  Jenkins.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 

the  petition  of         -  -  -  -  -  *  6    420        1 

Lathram  to  the  pension-roll.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Pensions  on  the  bill  restoring  the  name  of  John      -    7    616        1 

Latter  Day  Saints,  commonly  calleo  ^<  Mormons.''  Report 
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Militia  of  the  United  States,  with  his  explanatory  letter  of 
April  9,  1840,  and  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  submit- 
ted January  17, 1817,  January  9, 1818,  and  January 
522,  1819.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  truis- 
mitiiug  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  -    7    631 
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Militia,  with  his  explanatory  Jetter ;  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  January  21,  1790 ;  two  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  accompanying  bills,  of  January  17, 
IS17,  and  January  9,  1818;  act  of  May  8,  1792, 
nore  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
dec. ;  and  the  act  in  addition  thereto,  of  March  2, 
1803.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
reorganization  df  the  -  -  -  -    8    560        1 

IQitary  tx)unty  lands.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mill-  - 
tary  Affairs  on  the  bill  for  satisfying  outstanding 
claims  to     -  -  -  -  -  -    8    583        1 

Military  and  naval  preparations  of  the  British  authorities  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States.  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  report 
from  General  Macomb  in  relation  to  the     -  -    8    592        1 

Milnor  and  John  Thompson.    Report  of  the  Ck>nmiittee  on 

Commerce  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  -    6    393        1 

Milwaukie.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Wiskonsin  praying  a 
confirmation  of  the  title  of  Francis  Laventure  and 
others  to  certain  lands  in    -  -  -  -    7    468        1 

Milwaukie,  Racine,  and  Southport,  on  Lake  Michigan.  Me- 
morials of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and  Cleve- 
land, and  a  letter  from  Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  in 
favor  of  the  construction  of  harbors  at        -  •    8    564        1 

Mine  a  la  Motte  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company.  An 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri  to  incorpo- 
rate the       -  -  -  -  -  -    6    210        1 

Uioeralized  timber  on  the  public  works.     Documents  in 

favor  of  the  use  of  -  -  -  -  -    2      68    139 

Mineralogy,  &c.,  of  Iowa  Territory.  Report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Owen 
on  the         -  .  .  -  -  .    7    539        1 

Hiceral  and  geological  specimens  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
recommending  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  the 
preservation  of  certain         -  -  -  -    8    684        1 

Mint  for  the  year  1839.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Director 
of  the  -  -  -  -  -  .    4    141        1 

Mmiat  New  Orleans  durincf  the  year  1839.  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a 
supplementary  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
showing  the  operations  of  the  branch  -  -    4    169        1 

Miots,  to  the  year  1839.    Statements  of  the  annual  coinage 

at  the  -  -  -  .  -  .    6    290        1 

Mint  at  London,  from  1816  to  1836.  Statement  of  gold,  sil- 
ver, and  copper  coinage  at  the         -  -  •    6    299        1 

Miasissippi  river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  harbor 

of  St.  Louis.    Captain  Lee's  report  of  operations  on  r  -i  go 

the  -  -  .  -  -  '    ^      ^^197 
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Mississippi.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
showing  the  condition  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  re- 
served for  making  roads  leading  to  -  -    3      76        1 

Mississippi,  under  acts  of  1812  and  1819.  Report  from  the 
Ser^retary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  donation 
claims,  or  settlement  rights,  in         •  -  -    4    149        1 

Mississippi  river  at  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids. 
Memorial  of  the  Galena  chamber  of  commerce, 
praying  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the    4    160        1 

Mississippi  searcoast.    Report  of  surveys,  by  John  Wheeler, 

to  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  of  the         *  -    4    163        1 

Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  mail-route  from 
Tusccdoosa  to  Jackson.  Resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of       -  -  .  -  -  -    4    188        1 

Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  Independent  Treasury.  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -    6    255        1 

Mississippi,  praying  the  payment  to  that  State  of  the  value 
01  the  16th  sections  in  the  Chickasaw  cession,  and 
a  donation  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  that  State, 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement.  Memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  -  -    6    268        1 

Mississippi,  praying  a  survey  of  the  coast  of  that  State,  and 
the  erection  of  fortifications  on  the  same.  Memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  -    6    281         1 

Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company  a  portion  of  the 
public  land,  &c.  Report  ef  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  and  accompanying  docamenti  on  the 
bill  granting  to  the  -  -  -  -    6    293        1 

Mississippi  river.  Colonel  Totten's  report,  with  a  map,  in 
relation  to  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of 
the 7    463        1 

Mississippi  coast.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  a  survey  for  a  site  for  a  fortification  on 
the .    7    490        1 

Mississippi.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  MiUtary  Afiairs, 
in  relation  to  the  erection  of  forts  on  the  western  ex- 
tremity of  Ship  island,  and  on  the  bar  between  said 
island  and  Cat  island  -  -  -  -    8    618        1 

Missouri  river.    Captain  Lee's  report  of  improvements  on  ^ «        ^  {  169 
the ^^        ^J2U2 

Missouri  and  Iowa.    Proclamation,  &c.,  of  the  Governor  of 

Iowa,  relative  to  the  disputed  boundary  line  of       -    1        4        1 

Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands. 

Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  -    2      34        1 

MiflBOuri  and  Iowa.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  additional  information 
from  Governor  Lucas  and  oUiers  respecting  the  dis- 
puted botindary  line  of       -  •  •  -    2      35        1 

Mimmri  volunteers,  for  payment  for  their  services  in  the 
_,.    years  1829  and  1836.    Documents  relating  to  the 

daims  of  certain  companies  of        -  -  '3    106        1 


'     irtDfiX  xlix 

Vol.    Na    Page: 

Missouri  and  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  disputed  line  of  said 
Stale  and  Territory.  Correspondence,  communi* 
cated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Governors  of  -  -  -  -    4    138 

Missoari  and  Arkansas.  Documents  relating  to  the  bill 
(S.  206)  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  laud  claimants 
in  the  States  of       -  -  -  -  -    4    173 

Missoari,  to  incorporate  the  Mine  a  la  Motte  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company.  Copy  of  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of        -  .  -  -  -  -    6    210 

Jlissouri  volunteers,  praying  a  settlement  of  their  accounts 
for  services  rendered  in  Florida.  Petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the    -  -  -  -  -  -    6    406 

Missouri  to  Mexico.     Documents  relating  to  debenture  on 

foreign  goods  conveyed  by  land  from  Arkansas  and  -    7    472 

Missouri  volunteers.  Document  relating  to  the  claim  of  Mi- 
chael Arthur,  George  Wallis,  and  others,  for  furnish- 
ing rations,  &c.,  to  the        -  •  -  -     8    679 

Mitchell.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

f  ranting  a  pension  to  Benjamin      -  -  -    7    642 

and  B.  F.  Fox.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  claims  of  John  -  -  -  -    8    678 

Mobile.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  -    4    132 
Monette,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title  to  certain  tracts 

of  land.  "  Petition  of  John  Wes'ley  -  -  -    3      60 

Moneys  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales 

in  the  two  general  deposite  banks.    Statement  of    -    1        2 
Moneys  with  proper  guards  against  losses.    Suggestions  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  manner  of 
keeping  the  public  -  -  -  -  -     1        2 

Money.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  the  13th  and  14th  sections 
of  the  act  to  regulate  the  deposilcs  of  the  public     -    2      14 
Money  in  foreign  countries.     Abstract  of  queries  and  an- 
swers, in  respect  to  the  modes  of  collecting,  keeping, 
and  transferring  the  public  -  -  -  -    4     124 

Moore.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  John       -  -  -  -  -  -    6    411 

Sorgan.     Report  of  the  Comtnittee  of  Clainjs  on  the  pf^ti- 

tion  of  James  B.     -  -  -  -  -     6    205 

Mcrjan.     Report  of  the  Comnittee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  -  -  -  -  -    6    313 

ytormm.     Report  of  the  Committee  oa  the  Judioiary  on 
t.'ie  rijcii'oriiil  of  a  delegation  ol  the  Latter  Df.y  Saints, 
c:mvnciuy  called     -  -  -  -  -    5     247 

Morr.m-.     R^  f;nrt  of  the  Committee  at  ( Uaims  on  the  memo- 
rial of   William        -  -  -  -  -     6    2i6 

Mo.non  hid  Ja'in  S.  !.nrra!;r.o.  sur'nie?  of  WuIUt  .^iiHdon. 
Report  of  the  CommiUce  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  John       -  -  •  :  -  -    4    179 
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Murphy.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Susan  -  -  -  -  -    6    437        1 

Murray.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

granting  a  pension  to  Reuben  -  -  -    7    612        1 

Muscat  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Corres- 
pondence relating  to  certain  presents  made  by  the 
Imaumof 7    488        2 

Muscle  Shoals  canal.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Ala- 
bama, praying  the  cession  to  that  State  of  the         -    6    412        1 

I 

N. 

Nag's  Head,  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  Report  of 
Major  Gwinn,  of  the  civil  engineer  corps  of  North 
Carolina,  relating  to  an  inlet  at  or  near        -  -    8    603        1 

Nantz,  for  himself  and  others,  privateer  pensioners,  praying 
the  continuance  of  their  pensions.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs  on  the  petition  of  John    6    239        1 

Nantz,  for  himself  and  others,  privateer  pensioners,  praying 
the  continuance  of  their  pensions,  &c.  Second  re« 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  -  -  -  .  -    6    296        I 

National  armories.    (See  Armories,) 

National  rights  of  vessels.    (See  Vessels.) 

National  bank.    (See  Bank.) 

National  defence.     (See  Defence.) 

National  foundry  within  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Connecticut  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a   -  -  -  .-  -  -    2      32        1 

Naturalization  laws.     Petition  of  citizens  of  Louisiana,  for 

a  repeal  of  the         -  -  -  -  -    2      43        I 

Naval  appropriations,  under  the  act  of  1834,  from  the  4th 
April  to  the  25th  June,  1840.  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  statement  of 
transfers  of  -  -  -  -  -    8    593         1 

Naval  defences  of  the  country.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  detailed  report 
relative  to  the  military  and  -  -  -  -    7    451         1 

Naval  defences  of  the  country.  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  mili- 
tary and      -  .  -  -  -  -    3     120        1 

Naval  service  for  the  year  1839,  with  the  balances  remain- 
ing in  the  Treasury.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  statements  of  appropriations  and  ex- 
penditures for  the    -  -  -  -  -    3     121         1 

Naval  establishment  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1839.  Statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      23        1 

IfaTlgation  of  the  United  States.    Actual  rate  of  duty  oUy 
and  mode  of  measuring,  tonnage  in  the  commerce 
Mad 3     80     64 
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Nary  DepartmeDt  in  1839.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary 

o(  the  Navy,  on  the  operations  of  the 
Nayy  Ck>mmissioners,  transmitting  estimates  for  the  year 
1S4U.     Letter  from  the        .  .  .  . 

Kavy.   Estimate  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
KaTv.   Estimate  for  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of 
*  the  --..-- 

Nary  building.     Estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  south- 
west executive        .  -  .  .  . 


Navy,  with  notes  and  explanations.    General  and  special  .  « 
estimates  for  the      -  -  -  -  ^ 


Nary,  with  lettersof  explanation.    Estimates  for  the  marine 
corps  of  the  ..... 

Nary  in  commission,  with  their  commanders  and  stations,  ) 
in  ordinary  and  on  the  stocks.  Lists  of  vessels  in  V 
the ) 

NaTy.    Report  of  proceedings  under  laws  for  the  gradual 
merease  of  the        - 

Navy.    Report  of  proceedings  under  laws  for  the  gradual 
iaiprovement  of  the 

Nary  vessels.    Statements  of  the  progress  made  under  the 
act  for  constructing  six  small  .  .  - 

fiiry  steam-Vcssels.    Statement  of  measures  taken  under 
the  act  for  the  construction  of         -  -  - 

Xavy  pensioners,  complete  to  the  30th  September,  1839. 
Alphabetical  list  of 

Nary  pensioners,  complete  to  the  30th  September,  1839. 
Alphabetical  list  of  widow  .  -  -  - 

Naiy  pensioners  under  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1837. 
Alphabetical  list  of  minor  children  who  are 

H%Ty  pension  fund.    Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
on  account  of  the    -  -  -  -  - 

^wy  hospital  fund.    Receipts,  disbursements,  <fcc.,  of  the  - 

^*aT7  pension  laws,  and  statement  of  their  effects.     Ab- 
stract of  the 

>ary  j^nsion.     Evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Maria 
Harrison,  child  of  John  Garde,  for  a 

Nary  si/ice  the  1st  of  December,  1838.    List  of  deaths  in  the 

Navy  since  the  1st  of  December,  1838.    List  of  dismissions 
Irom  the     - 

Kavy  jince  the  1st  of  December,  1838.    List  of  resigna- 
tions in  the  ..... 

Ntvy  for  the  sappression  of  the  slave-trade.    Disbursements 
in  the  - 
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Navy  pensions,  6lc.    Report  ot  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs  on  the  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  respecting  -    3      90 

Navy,  and  of  the  Navy  Comraissioners,  during  the  year 
1839.  Exhibit  showing  the  names  and  salaries  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the    3    103 

Navy  of  the  United  Slates.  Ueport  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  concerning-  the  rank  and  commission  ofl^ieti- 
tenauts  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  of  the  -  -    6    324 

Navy  Department.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  Government  drafts  for  de- 
preciated currency,  and  the  payment  of  Government 
creditors  in  such  currency,  by  officers  connected 
with  the      -  -  -  -  -  -    6     406 

Navy  Commissioners  for  the  Navy  Department  dnrlngf  the 
year  1839.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
of  the  contracts  made  by  the  -  -  -     6     429 

Navy.    Report  of  the  Committee  on   Naval  Affairs  on  the 

bill  to  regulate  enlistments  into  the  army  and  -     7     497 

Navy,  transmitting  statements  of  appropriations  and  expend- 
itures for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839,  with 
the  balances  remaining  in  the  Treasury.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    3    121 

Navy,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  rank  and  commissions  of  Charles  Wilkes, 
jun.,  and  William  L.  Hudson,  of  the  United  States 
navy.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -    6    324 

Navy,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
20th  of  March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of 
the  improved  bonidinof  pistols  and  rifles,  invented  by 
Samuel  Colt.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -     7     603 

Navy,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  t!ie 
Senate,  the  report  of  a  board  of  oflicers  appointed  to 
witness  an  exhibition  of  Mighill  Nutting's  patent 
cylinder  fire-arms.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    7     558 

Neenah  river.    (See  Rivers,) 

Nestor,  widow  of  John  Nestor.     Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Phebe  -  -     G     433 

Netherlands.     Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  his 

Majesty  the  King  of  the      -  -  -  -     1         1 

New  Albany  and  Mount  Carrael  Railroad  Con)pany.  Re- 
port of  tho  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  bill 
relative  to  the         -  -  -  -  -    3      7S 

New  England  Land  Comp.'^ny.  Re|  ort  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judicial  y  on  tiio  petition  of  Thomas  L,  Wiii- 
throp  and  others,  directors  of  tlie     -  -  -    7     470 

New  Hari)|\shire  opprsed  It)  dividinnr  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  innoiig  iho  L^'ivcral  States. 
Robolutions  of  the  Ijnfislatnre  of     -  -  -     2       27 

New  Hampsiiire  Ji?  iuvor  of  a  sjpai'ilion  ofbanl/i;:;  c  v.po- 
rntions  from  die  Govcrnnient,  of  roce)vu)g  gvild  and 
silver  only  in  payiueat  of  the  revenues,  ani  tho 
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adoption|of  the  independent  treasury  system.     Reso- 

kUons  of  the  Legislature  of  -  .  -    2      28 

Hew  Orleans.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on 

the  propriety  of  extending  the  port  of  -  -    6    441 

New  Orleans,  against  the  extension  ot  the  Umits  of  the  port 
of  New  Orleans.  Resolutions  of  the  3d  municipal- 
ity of  the  city  of      -  .  -  .  -    8    611 

Neirrisha.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

petition  of  Lewis      -  -  -  -  -    6     329 

Sfir  York  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  inde- 
pendent treasury  bill.  Resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State' of  -  -  -  -     6    222 

^ew  York  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law.  Res- 
olutions of  the  legislature  of  -  -  -    6    400 

New  York  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  ship-canal  around 
the  fails  of  Niagara.  Resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of        -  -  -  -  -  -    6    445 

Kicholson.  executor  of  Abner  L.  Duncan.     Report  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial  of  John         -    6     396 

Norman,  in  behalf  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  for  the  establishment  of  the  Dade  In- 
stitute. Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
on  the  memorial  of  John  A.  L.        -  -  -    3      66 

Nonis,  praying  confirnialion  of  his  title  to  a  troct  of  land.  « 

Memorial  of  Samuel  -  -  -  -     3       69 

Northeastern  boundary,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, and  the  establishment  of  military  posts  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  comm-uncating  copies  of  correspond- 
ence with  the  Legishiiureand  Governor  of  Maine, 
arul  the  British  minister,  in  relation  to  the  -  -     3     107 

Northeastern  boundary  and  the  occupation  of  the  disputed 
territory.  Additional  correspondence  with  the  Brit- 
ish minister,  communicated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the    -    4     129 

Sorlhwest  coast  of  North  America  and  adjacent  territories. 

Memoir,  by  Robert  Greenliow,  on  the         -  -    4     174 

Scnheastern  boundary  and  the  occupation  of  the  disputed 
territory.  Two  messages  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  additional  correspond- 
wce  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the      -  -     5     266         1 

Norihcaacrn  boundary  and  the  occupation  of  the  disputed 
lerritory.  Message  from  tlin  President  of  the  United 
States,  commuiiicaling  additional  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  in  relation  to  the 
adjustment  of  the    -  -  -  -  -     6    319         L 

Northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  military  prepara- 
tions of  the  British  authorities  on  the  -  -  6  346  H 
^'^'nheifCero  boundary  and  ihe  occupatioa  of  the  disputed 
\anlorjr.  Resolutions  of  ihe  Legislature  of  Maine, 
in  rebnioa  to  the  adjtiatment  of  tile               .              .     (}     370  1 
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Northeastern  boundary.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  o( 

Indiana,  in  relation  to  the   -  -  -  -    6    371 

If  ortheastern  frontier.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  several  messages  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  communicating  certain  official 
correspondence,  and  also  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the 
territory  in  dispute  with  Great  Britain  on  our         -    6    382 

Northeastern  boundary,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Fox,  the  British  minister,  to  jMr.  Forsyth,  and  from 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  same  subject.  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion to  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    8    580 

Northern  frontier  of  the  United  Slates.  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  report  from 
General  Macomb,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
n^val  preparations  by  the  British  authorities  on  the    8    692 

Norvell  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Buch- 
anan to  the  resolutions  on  the  assumption  by  the 
United  States  of  the  debts  of  the  individual  States. 
Motion  of  Mr. 5    197 

Nutting's  patent  cylinder  firearms.    Report  of  the  board  of 

officers  appointed  to  witness  the  exhibition  of  Mighill    7    668 

a. 

Officers  of  the  army  over  60  years  of  age  retiring  on  half  pay. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of     -    2      49 

Officers  of  the  line  and  staff  in  the  army.  Remonstrai^ce  of 
the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers  as^ainst  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  arid  emoluments 
of  the 6    376 

Officers  in  the  revenue  service  who  were  placed  under  the 
orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  &c.  Report  of 
the  CommiUee  on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of 
certain        -  -  -  -  -  -    8    689 

Officers  of  the  customs.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  statements  showing  the  daily  occu- 
pation of  the  -  -  -  .  -    8    612 

Offices  created,  and  the  salaries  thereof,  and  of  offices  the 
salaries  of  which  have  been  increased,  with  the 
amount  of  such  increase,  during  the  1st  session  26th 
Congress.  Statement  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
of  all  appropriations,  -  -  -  -    8    620 

Ohio  river,  above  the  falls,  in  1839.    Captain  Saunders's  re-  ^  ^        ^  j 
port  of  improvements  on  the  -  -  -  ^  j 

Ohio  and  Mississippi,  between  Louisville  and  New  Orleans, 
not  receivcKl.  Report  of  operations  on  public  works 
on  the         -  -  -  -  .  -    1        1 

Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  separation  of  the  Government  from 
bnnks,  and  of  the  passage  of  the  independent  treas- 
iirybW.    Ueso/nfionsofthe  Legislature  of-  •    6    339 
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Ohio  river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  Captain 
Saunders's  report  on  the  inq>rovement  of  the  falla  of 
the  -.-.,.. 

Olney.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

granting  a  pension  to  Stephen 
Ordoaoce  Departaient,  for  1839.   Annual  report  of  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the 
(Miance  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  each  ap- 
propriation applicable  to  the  -  - 
Ordnance  Department  in  1839.     Statement  of  quarterly  ac- 
counts of  disbursing  agents  of  the   • 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  work 
done,  and  articles  fabricated  and  repaired,  in  the     - 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, <fcc.  procured,  with  expenses  incurred 
under  the  act  for  arming  atid  equipping  the  militia, 
by  the  ...--- 

Ordnance  Department  for  1838.  Apportionment  of  arms  to 
the  militia  by  the    -  -  -  -  - 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.  Ordnance  and  ord- 
nance  stores  distributed  to  the  militia,  under  the  act 
of  1808,  by  the        - 

Ordnance  Department  in  1839.  Statement  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  issued  to  the  United  States  troops  by 
the  ...... 

Ordnance,  &c.  for  the  defences  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  j 
States.  Statements  of  the  estimated  number  and  i 
cost  of         -  -  -  .  -  -  I 

Qr^n  territory.     Memorial  of  Hall  J.  Kelley,  praying  a 

grant  of  land  in        -  -  -  -  -    2 

Oregon  territory.    Motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  in  relation  to  the 

occupation  and  settlement  of  the      -  -  -    2 

Oregon  territory.     Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri  for  a 

grant  of  land  to  settlers  in  the  -  -  -    2 

Oregon '  territory.  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  title 
of  the  United  States  to         .  -  -  -    3 

Oregon  territory.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing the  adoption  of  measures  to  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  the  -  -  -  -  -    4 

Oregon  Territory.  Memoir  of  Robert  Greenhow,  transla- 
tor, &c.,  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  the    -  -  -  -  -    4 

Oj^goo  or  Columbia  river.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  military 
posts  from  the  Missouri  to  the  -  -  -    5 

Oregon  territory,  and  the  construction  of  a  road  thereto ; 
and  remonstrating  against  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  ship-canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  the  occnpsL' 
\A(mhnd  settleawntofthe    -  -  .  -5    244 
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Oregon  territory,  praying  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  over  that  Territory. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  -  -  -  -    7    614 

Osteen.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim 

of  Allen 6    395 

Owens.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  claim 

of  Benjamin  -  -  -  -  -    7    464 

Owen's  report  on  the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  in  relation  to  Mr.  -  -    7    639 

Owen,  deceased.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on 
the  petition  of  Louisa  S.  Owen,  widow  and  adminis- 
tratrix of  G.  W.       8    567 


Parsons.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  Thomas  B.       -  -  -  -    0    279        1 

Paschal.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  George  W.  -  -  -  -  -    4    127        1 

Passengers  who  have  arrived  from  foreign  countries  in  each 
collection  district  of  the  United  States  during  the 
year  1S39.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
statements  of  the  number  and  designation  of  -    8    594        1 

Patent  Office  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  showing  the  operations  of  the    3     111         1 

Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  praying  an  extension  of  their 
charter.  Memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the 8    595        1 

Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  praying  the  extension  of 
their  charters  until  the  4lh  of  March  next.  Memo- 
rial of  tlie  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the   -  -    8    015         I 

Paxton.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Joseph  .  -  -  -  -    2      41         1 

Paymaster  General,  for  1839.    Report  of  the  -  -    1        1     134 

Paymasters  Department  during  1839.    Tubular  statement 

of  expenditures,  &c.  in  the  •  -  -  -    1        1     136 

Pay  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  quarterly  ac- 
counts of  agents  in  the        -  .  -  -    1        1     140 

Payment  of  miscellaneous  claims  during  the  year  1839. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the         -    4     167        I 

Pea  Patch  island.    Letter  of  H.  D.  Gilpin,  Solicitor  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to       -  .  -  -    1         I     163 

Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware  river.  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings instituted  under  a  resolution  of  Congress  to 
try  the  title  to  the    -  -  -  -  -    7    501         1 

Pea  Patch  island.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
copies  of  the  correspondence,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
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ceedings  which  have  taken  place  for  the  recovery  of 
ihe  -----. 

Penitentiary  in  said  Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a    - 

Penobscot  river.     (See  River.) 

PeusioDs.    Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  - 

Pension  rolls  of  the  different  States  and  Territories,  and  add- 
ed thereto  from  the  12th  of  November,  1838,  to  Oc- 
tober 19, 1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of  persons 
now  on  the  .  .  .  .  - 

ftosion  agents,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  of  pension- 
eis  since  their  last  report.    Abstracts  from  reports  of 

Pensioners  on  the  30th  of  September,  1839,  and  which  may 
be  applied  thereto  in  1840.  Statement  of  unexpend- 
ed balances  on  hand  for  pnyinsr       -  -  . 

Pension  agents  on  the  31st  October,  1839,  on  account  of  in- 
valid, widows',  and  revolutionary  pensions.  State- 
•    ment  of  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  several 

Pensions  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  rejected 
applications  for        -  -  -  -  - 

Pensions  under  special  acts  of  Congress  during  the  last  five 
years.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  statements  showing  tiie  amounts 
paid  for       -  -  -  .  .  - 

Pensioners,  praying  a  continuance  of  their  pensions.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Nantz  and  others 

Perry's  report  in  relation  to  the  light-houses  of  England  and 
FVance.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  Captain  M.  C.  - 

Pcliiions.  (See  Petitions  and  Memorials  in  the  subjoined 
Table  of  Documents.) 

Phelps  et  al.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester 

ftelps.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James         .  -  .  - 

Rii^e.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
on  the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  widow  of  Gaspard     - 

PiaM.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  H.- 
Pierce, 10  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims  for  revolution- 
ary services.     Resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 

Piera  at  the  towns  of  Racine  and  Southport,  on  the  western 
shore  of  l-ake  Michigan.  Report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of   - 

Pfloteof  Delaware  bay  and  river,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  March  *2, 1837,  **  concerning  pilots."  Memo- 
ial  of  a  committee  of  -  -  -  • 
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Pilots.  Memorial  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, ajB^ainst  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1837, 
concerning  -  -  -  -  -    7    455 

Pilots.  Remonstrance  of  underwriters  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1837,  concerning    -  -  -  -  -    7    632 

Pilots.  Remonstrance  of  masters  of  vessels  engaged  in 
the  commerce  of  ihe  city  of  New  York,  against  the 
repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837,  concerning       -    8    581 

Pilots.  Petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  act 
of  March  2,  1837,  concerning         -  -  -    8    58S 

Pilots.  Remonstrance  of  the  Marine  Insurance  Companies 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  a  repeal  of  the  act 
ol  March  2,  1837,  concerning         -  -  -    8    596 

Platte  purchase.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  preemption  law  for  the  benefit  of 
the  settlers  on  the   -  -  -  -  -    5    262 

Platte  purchase  in  that  State.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  creation  of  a  land  district,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  land  office  in  the  -  -    5    263 

Polish  exiles,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  settle  and  cultivate 
the  lands  heretofore  granted  to  thei^  by  the  United 
States.     Memorial  of  the    -  -  -  -    4    194 

Porter  and  W.  R.  Saunders,  sureties  of  William  Eslis.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  W.  R.        -  -  -  -    7    527 

Port  of  New  Orleans.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, on  the  propriety  of  extending  the    -  -    6    441 

Ports  of  entry  in  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and 
to  allow  debenture  on  foreign  goods  conveyed  over 
land  from  such  pons  to  Mexico.  Documents  relat- 
ing to  the  bill  (S.  347)  to  establish  -  -  -    7    472 

Port  of  New  Orleans.  Resolutions  of  the  Third  Munici- 
pality of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  against  the  exten- 
sion of  the  limits  of  the      -  -  -  -    8    611 

Postage  on  letters,  and  the  use  of  stamps.    Resolution  sub- 

mitted  by  Mr.  Webster  in  relation  to  a  reduction  of  the    7    547 

Post  OflBice  Department  during  1839.    Annual  report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  detailing  the  operations  of  the    1        1 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  preceding  1st  July, 
1839.  Tabular  statement,  by  the  First  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  of  the  mail  service  in  the        -    1         1 

Post  Office  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  the 

names  and  salaries  of  clerks  in  the  -  -    2      36 

Post-routes.    (See  also  Mail-rmites.) 

Post-routes  in  said  Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Liegislative 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  certain         -  -  -  -    2      50 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  from 
the  Postmaster  General  of  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the         '  -  -  -  -'         .    2      54 
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Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  the 

mail  in  steamboats.    Report  from  the  -  -    6    338        1 

'  Posl-ioate  from  Boonville  to  Springfield,  and  there  to  con- 
nect with  tlie  line  to  Little  Rock  and  Payetteville, 
in  Arkansas.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  -  -  -  -  6  363  1 
PostOffice  Department.  Report  from  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Government  drafts 
for  depreciated  currency,  and  the  payment  of  Gov- 
ernment creditors  in  such  currency  by  the  officers 
connected  with  the             -            -            -            -    6    406        1 

Post  Office  Department.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Post- 
master General  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange 
of  Government  drafts  by  disbursing  officers  or  con- 
tractors under  the   -  -  -  -  -    6    427        1 

Postage  on  letters  may  be  reduced.    Petition  of  Samuel 

Martin,  praying  tl^at  the  rates  of     -  -  -    7    502        1 

Post-route  from  the  mouth  of  ^^odaway  river  to  William 
Tharp's,  in  the  Platte  purchase,  and  a  post  office  at 
Elliott  and  Samuels^s  Store.  Petition  of  citizens 
of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  -    7    520        1 

Powers,  praying  that  certain  works  of  art,  the  production 
of  American  artists  abroad,  may  be  admitted  into  the 
United  States  duty  free.     Memorial  of  Hiram         -    6    311        1 

Pratt.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Fielding    -  -  -  -    7    554        1 

Pre-emption  rights  to  said  lands  may  not  be  affected  by  the 
grant  to  the  "  Polish  exiles."  Petition  of  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  fn  Illinois,  praying  that  their     -    3     118        1 

Pre-emption  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  on  the  ^*  Platte 
purchase"  in  that  State.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  passage  of  a        -  -  -     5    262         1 

Pte-emption  law  for  the  better  protection  of  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri 
for  a 5    269        1 

Pre-emption  right  to  a  tract  of  land.    Petition  of  Moses 

Coppedge,  praying  a  -  -  -  -    6    321         1 

?rc-eroption.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Newton  county,  Mis- 
souri, praying  that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
in  said  county  may  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  -    6    336        1 

ftabyterian  Church  of  Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  for 
indemnification  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  the  revolutionary  war.    Petition  of  the  First    7    544        1 

President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    1        1         1 

[For  accompanying  documents,  see  Messages  in  the 
subjoined  **  Table  of  Documents.") 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  letter  and 
documents  from  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  concerning 
the  dbputed  boundary  of  Iowa  ani  Mi^soutu  Mes- 
sage bom  the        -  -  -  •14V 
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President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying 
documents,  concerning  the  description  of  papers 
deemed  necessary  to  be  provided  by  law  for  the  use 
and  protection  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  the 
whale  fisheries.     Message  from  the  -  -    2      12 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  law  pro- 
viding for  taking  the  sixth  census  of  the  United 
States.    Message  from  the  -  -  -  -    2      13 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  additional 
information  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boundary  line 
between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Iowa. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    2      35 

President  of  the  United  States,  recommending  the  extension 
to  French  vessels  coming  from  Guiana  and  Senegal 
of  the  benefits  granted  by  the  act  of  1828  to  French 
vessels  from  the  islands  of  Guadaloupe  and  Mar- 
tinique ;  and  also  the  repayment  of  the  duties  levied 
on  the  French  ship  Alexandre,  with  documents  and 
copies  of  a  correspondence  with  the  representative 
of  France  relating  thereto.    Message  from  the        -    2      37 

President  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  surrendering 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  the  stock  held  by  the  United 
States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
with  a  lelter  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland  on  the 
same  subject.    Message  from  the    -  -  -    2      44 

President  of  the  United  Slates,  transmitting  a  communica* 
tion  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  documents  from 
the  Military  and  Topographical  Engineer  Bureaus, 
referred  to  in  his  late  annual  report  as  relating  to  the 
system  of  internal  iinprovements  carried  on  by  the 
General  Government,  and  showing  the  operations  of 
the  Topographical  Bureau.     Message  from  the       -    2      68 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Brant.     Message  from  the  -  -  -    3       59 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  statement  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  De- 
cember 30,  1839,  showing  the  amounts  paid  for  pri- 
vate claims  under  special  acts  of  Congress  during 
the  last  five  years.     Message  from  the         -  -3      70 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  30, 
1839,  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  which  did,  or  which  did  not,  stop  spe- 
cie payments  during  the  suspension  of  1839,  and 
those  which  have  recommenced  specie  payments. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -     3      72 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  Govern- 
ment drafts  for  bank  notes  by  the  officers  of  that  de« 
partment.    Message  from  the         r  -  -    3      81 
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President  of  the  United  States,  explaining  the  causes  of  the 
delay  in  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  Bi- 
eaniai  Register.     Message  from  the  -  -    3     100        I 

PrcAident  of  the  United  States,  transniitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  showing 
the  amounts  paid  for  pensions  under  special  acts  of 
Congress  during  the  last  five  years.  Message  from 
the 3     101         1 

Preident  of  the  United  States,  commiuiicaling,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January  17, 
1840,  copies  of  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
northeastern  boundary,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  the  establishment  of  military 
posts  in  the  State  of  Maine.  Message  from  the  -  3  107  1 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  the^subjcct  of  discharging 
liens  and  encumbrances  upon  real  estate  which  has 
or  may  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    3     117         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Stevenson,  Minister  to  Great  Britain,  and  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium,  and  Comet.  Mes- 
sage from  the  -  -  -  -  -    3     119         I 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  2d  March,  1839,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to 
the  naval  defences  of  the  country.   Message  from  the     3     120         i 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of 
the  Chief  Engineer,  supplementary  to  the  annual 
report  of  that  officer.    Message  from  the     -  -    4     125         1 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  additional 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
noriheastern  boundary,  and  the  occupiilion  of  the 
disputed  territory.     Message  from  the         -  -    4     129        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  coinmunicaling,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  cor resj)ondence 
with  the  Governors  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  in  relation 
to  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  said  State 
and  Territory.  *  Message  from  the  -  -  -  4  138  ,1* 
PKsident  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  from 
the  Director  of  the  Mint,  showing:  the  operations  of 
that  institution  during  ihe  year  1839.  Message  from 
the 4     141       M 

President  of  the  United  States,  triiusmittiii,'^  a  suj)plemeniary 
report  from  tlie  Director  of  the  Mint,  showing  the 
operations  of  iho  branch  mint  at  Now  Orleans.  Mes- 
saire  tVom  liie  -  -  -  -  -    4     1C9         1 

President  of  tiio  CTnitcd  States,  i:i  r-'gard  to  the  necessity  of 
an  early  provi.-io.i  by  l-'W/  fa*  the  proioclioii  ci  the 
Treasury  against  t!ie  fluctuations  and  coiitinirencier 
to  which  its  receipts  arc  exposed.    Message  from  the    4     186        1 
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President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  redacing 
the  tonnnge  duty  on  Spanish  vessels  in  certain  cases. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    6    257 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Surgeon  General  of  the  army,  in  relation  to  the 
selection  of  sites  for  marire  hospitals  oh  the  western 
waters.    Message  from  the  -  -  -    6    268 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  two  mes- 
sages, additional  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  disputed  territory.  Message  from 
the  -.--.-    6    266 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  War  Department  and 
Governor  Call,  concerning  the  war  in  Florida. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    6    278 

^President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  additional 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
northeastern  boundary,  and  the  occupation  of  the 
disputed  territory.    Message  from  the        -  -    6    319 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  12th  March, 
1840,  information  in  relation  to  the  military  prepa- 
rations of  the  British  authorities  on  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  from  Lake  Superior  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean.    Message  from  the        -  -    6    346 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resohition  of  the  Senate,  reports  from  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  Navy,  and 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  the  sale 
of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Government  creditors  in  depreciated 
currency.    Message  from  the  -  -  -    6    406 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  report  in  relation 
to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Govornmeut  drafts.  Mes- 
sage from  the  -  -  -  -  -    6    487 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance,  in  part,  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  bonds 
issued  by  the  Territory  of  Florida.  Message  from 
the  -  .  -  -  .  .    7    447 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  military  and  na- 
val defences  .of  the  country.    Message  from  the     -    7    461 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  part  compliance  with  a 

resolution  of  the  Senate  of  29th  December,  1839, 

in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchan^  of  Government 

drafts  for  bank  notes.    Message  from  the   •  -    7    457 

^  Sraideat  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  disposition 

^>         of  certain  presents  received  from  the  Imaom  of  Mos- 

aU,    Meang^fiomtb»  -7   488 
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President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings 
instituted  under  a  resolation  of  Confess  to  try  the 
tide  to  the  Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware  river. 
Message  trom  the    -  -  -  -  -    7    501        1 

Pieiidentof  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th  December, 
1839,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government  drafts 
for  bank  notes.    Message  from  the  -  -7    628        I 

Mdent  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  December,  1839,  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in 
depreciated  currency.    Message  from  the    -  -    7    629        1 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  northeastern  boundary,  accompanied  by  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  and  from 
Mr.  Forsyth,  in  reply  thereto.    Message  from  the    -    8    680        1 ' 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
naval  preparations  of  the  British  authorities  on  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  United  States.  Message 
from  the     -  -  -  -  -  -    8    692        1 

Pteadent  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  transfers  of 
naval  appropriations,  under  the  act  of  1834,  from 
4th  April  to  25th  June,  1840.    Message  from  the    -    S    693        I 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  showing 
the  purchases  of  Indian  lands  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  Federal  Government.  Message 
from  the     -  -  -  -  -  -    8    616        I 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  20th  July,  1840, 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Perry  in  relation  to 
the  lighthouses  of  England  and  Frarwe.  Message 
from  the     -  -  -  -  -  -    8    619        I 

Prettjnnan,  widow  of  Thomas  G.  Pretlyman.    Report  of 

the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Mary    7    499         1 

Private  claims  and  special  acts  of  Congress.  Statement  of 
amount<«  paid  from  the  Treasury  from  1836  to  1839, 
in  payment  of         -  -  -  -  -    3      70        I 

Prifateer  service,  and  of  others,  privateer  pensioners,  pray- 
ing the  continuance  of  their  pensions.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  AflFairs  on  the  petition  of 
widows  of  persons  who  were  lost  in  the     -  -    6    239        1 

Privateer  pensioners,  praying  a  continuance  of  their  pen- 
sions. Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
on  the  petition  of  John  Nantz  and  others    •  -    6    296        1 

PoUicdebt    (See  Debt.) 

PbUic  lands.    (See  Lands.) 
Public  moneys.    (See  Moneys.) 
fbbiie  levenue.    (See  Revenue.) 
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Purchases  for  1839.    Report,  with  accompanying  state- 
ments, of  the  Commissary  General  of 


Purchases  during  the  4th  quarter,  1838,  and  1st,  2d,  and 
3d  quarters,  1839.  Statement  of  disbursements  for 
materials,  making  up  army  clothing,  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  incidental  expenses,  (Stc,  with  rec«i- 
pitulations  in  the  department  of  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of        -----  - 


Purchases  of  Indian  lands  since  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Federal  Government.    Statement  of 

Purdon  &  Stokes.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  Of     - 

Pursers  in  the  navy.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  anfd  emolu- 
ments of     -  -  -  •  - 

a. 

duartermaster  General  for  1839.    Report  of  the    - 
Quartermaster's  Department.    Tabular  statements  of  re- 
ceipts, disbursements,  &c.,  of  agents  in  the 

R. 

Racine,  in  Wiskousin  Territory,  praying  the  construction 
of  a  harbor  at  that  place.     Memorial  of  citizens  of 

Racine,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  construc- 
tion of  piers  al  Southportaiid 

Racine,  Milwaukie,  and  Southport,  on  Lake  Michigan. 
Memorials  and  documents  in  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion of  harbors  at    - 

Radcliff.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph         -  .  .  -  - 

Railroad  from  Detroit  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Detroit,  praying  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  completion  of  a 

Ralston.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  -  -  -  - 

Ramsay.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  on  the 
petition  of  William  .  .  -  - 

Ramsey.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Rt'voluronary  Claims 
on  the  cl.iim  ol  the  heirs  of  Dr.  John 

Rand.  Report  of  the  Coianruoc  on  Pensions  c*ii  the  petition 
of  WihiiUn  ..... 

Ranney,  colUctva  (»f  t!io  poii  of  St.  l.ou:.-,  praying  an  in- 
crcaso  of  coi2jpt?iS:ition.    Memorial  of  Kaiiiaii   -    - 
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Rathbone.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  oa 

the  petition  of  William  P.  -           •            •           •    6  246        1 

lanVs  safety-valve  in  steamboats.    Petition  of  citizens  of 

Washington  city,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 

requiring  the  use  of           -           -            -            -8  697        1 

BMopts  and  expenditures  for  183S.    Statement  of  the      -    1  2      26 

Reofipcs  and  expenditures,  and  reduction  thereof,  for  1840.  )  (     ^ 

Estimates  of  the      -            -            -            -            -Vl  2J     6 

leeeipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the  3d 
and  4th  quarters  of  1838.  Letter  from  the  United 
States  Treasurer,  transmittinsf  an  account  of  the     -    1      11         1 

Receipts  and  payments  on  account  4f  the  5  per  cent  fund 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the 
State  of  Alabama.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  showing  the        -  -  -  -6    269        1 

Recruiting  service  in  1839.    Account  of  the  general  -    1        1      74, 

Red  river.     Report  of  Superintendent  H.  91.  Shreve,  of  the  ^  ^         •.  (  169 
condition  and  progress  of  the  improvements  on       -)  (  206 

Red  river.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in 

favor  of  constructing  a  levee  on  the  south  bank  of  -    2      26        I 

Relfe,  marshal  of  the  district  of  Missouri.    Report  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim  of  James  H.       -    6    386        1 

Revenue  and  means  for  1839,  exclusive  of  trusts  and  the  )  (      « 

Post  Office.     Exposition  by  the  Secretary  of  the  >  1        ^  ^   qi 
Treasury  of  the      -  -  -  -  -)  (    ^ 

Revenues  in  gold  and  silver  only.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  collecting  the    2      28        1 . 

Severues  in  foreign  countries.     Abstract  of  the  modes  of 

collecting,  keeping,  and  transferring  the      -  -4    124      74 

Revenue  from  customs  and  lands,  from  the  4th  March,  1799, 
ro  the  31st  December,  1839,  and  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt.    Statement  of  the  •    4     166    ^    1 

R^reLiue  laws.  Memorial  of  merchants  and  importers  of 
foreign  goods,  praying  the  revision  and  amendment 
of  the 6    230        1 

Reveuue  received  between  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year 
and  the  1st  of  June,  1810.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
ot  the  Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of    -  -    8    662        1 

^7eiu:e  service,  who  were  placed  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  &c.  Report  of  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of  certain  officers 
of  the 8    689         1 

RrToluiionaryservices.    Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Pierce, 

111  relatiou  to  the  payment  of  claims  for      -  -    7    477         1 

Ke.nolds.     Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  John  C.    -    4    128        1 

^iiodm  Island,  adverse  to  the  cession  of  the  pubhc  lands  to 
liie  States  in  which  they  arc  located,  and  in  favor  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tho 
public  lands  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  •    4    ISO        1 
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Ridge  and  Soq,  and  BNas  Boadinot.  ConreBprndeace  relat- 
ing  to  the  murder  of  Major  John     -  -  . 

Rivard.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Lonis  M.     - 

Rivers,  light-houses,  roads,  and  harbors,  in  1839.  Synopsis 
of  the  improvement,  repairs,  &c.,  of  -  - 

River  Hudson  in  1839.  Captain  Brewerton's  report  of  the 
improvements  on  the  .  . 

Rrver  Ohio,  above  the  falls,  in  1839.  Captain  Saunders's  re- 
port of  the  improvements  on  the     - 

River  Mississippi  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  Captain 
Lee's  report  of  operations  on  the     - 

River  Missouri.  Captain  Lee's  report  dP  the  improvement 
of  the         - 

River  Arkansas.  Superintendent  Henry  M.  Shreve's  report 
of  the  improvements  on  the  ... 

River  Red.  Superintendent  H.  M.  Shreve's  report  of  the 
improvements  on  the 

River  Savannah.  Captain  Mackay's  report  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the 

River  Mississippi  at  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids. 
Memorial  of  the  Galena  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  improve  the 

Rivers  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  Rock,  Pekatonica,  Four  Lakes, 
and  Platte.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Wiskonsin  Territorv,  praying  the  improvement 
of  the         .  -     "       .  .  .  -    6 
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River.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  Current  -  -    6 

Rivers  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  and  Rock,  &c.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  with  copies  of  reports,  plans,  maps, 
and  estimates  for  the  improvement  of  the   -  -    6 

Rivers  in  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  In- 
diana, in  favor  of  a  ^rant  of  land  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  two  While       -  -  -  -    6 

River  Mississippi.  Colonel  Totten's  report,  with  a  map  re- 
lating to  the  operation  of  deepening  the  channel  at 
the  mouth  of  the     -  -  .  -  -    7 

River.  Memorial  of  numerous  citizens  of  IllinoiSi  praying 
an  appropriation  of  public  lands  for  the  improvement 
of  Rock      -  -  -  -  •  -    7 

River  Ohio.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  Captain 
Saunders's  report  on  the  improvement  of  the  fails  of 
the  ......    7 

River  Penobscot.  Resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Frankfort,  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
fortifications  on  the  -  -  -  -    7    649        1 

Roads,  rivers,  harbors,  and  lighthouses,  in  1839.  Synop- 
sis of  the  improvement,  repairs,  icc^  of       •  -     I        1     168 

Road  east  of  the  Ohio.  Captain  Dutton's  report  of  ope- 
rations on  the  Cumberland  •  -  •  -11    210 
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'Boad  in  Ohio.    Captain  Dutton's  report  of  operations,  &;c. 

on  the  Cumberland  -  .  -     1        1    211 

Koad  in  Indiana.    Miyor  Ogden's  report  of  operationsy  &c. 

on  the  Cumberland  -  -  -  -11    215 

Boad  in  Illinois.    Msgor  Ogden's  report  of  operations,  &c. 

on  the  Cumberland  -  -  -  •     1        1    21S 

Baads  in  Michigan.    Report  in  relation  to  the  coDstruction 

of  certain    -  -  -.  -  -  -    2      68      21 

Boads  in  Wiakonsin.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain    -  -  •  -  •  -2^24 

Boads  in  Iowa  Territory.  Report  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  certain  •  -  -  -    2      68      30 

Boads  in  Arkansas.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain   -  -  -  -  -  -    2      68      30 

Boads  in  Florida.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain    -  -  -  -  -  -    2      68      3L 

Boads  leading  to  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  for  -  •    3      76        1 

Boad  from  Dubuque  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Iowa,  pmying  aid  to  complete  tne  -  -    3      96        L 

Bimi  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  its  extension 
to  Jefferson  city,  Missouri  Estimate  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Cumberland  •  -  -  -    3    122        1 

Boad  from  Yidalia  to  Natchitoches.    Resolutions  of  the  Le-    • 

gislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  a  -  -6    357        1 

Boads  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa.    Documents  relating  to 

the  construction  of  certain  -  -  -    8  .698        I 

Roberts  and  W.  Detherage.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  re- 
Uef  of  William  J. 7    636        I 

Roberts.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 

bUl  (a  R.  No.  296)  for  the  relief  of  John  .  •    7    637        1 

Roberts.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Levi  IL      -  •  -  -    8    6.71        t 

Bob  Ro7i  which  was  wrecked,  and  her  cargo  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  salvors.  Report  of  the  Conunittee  on 
Commerce  on  the  petition  of  a  mercantile  house  in 
Nova  Scotia,  praying  a  remission  of  the  duty  on  the  * 

cargo  of  the  -  -  •  -  -    7    476        I 

Bock  Uand,  Illinois,  as  a  military  post.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Wari  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of    •    3      89        I 

Bock  river.    (See  River.) 

Boaa,  widow  of  William  Ross.    Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Sally  -  '6    333        1 

&iles  of  the  two  Houses  ef  Congress.  Motion  by  Ur.  Tap- 
pan,  to  amend  the  joint  -  -    4    167        L 
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St  Mark's,  in  said  Tenitoiy.  Resolntion  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Florida  Territory  to  obtain  the 
passage  of  a  law  for  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in  the 
town  of      .  -  -  -  -  -    5    249        1 

St.  Blark's,  in  Middle  FIdrida,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
toautfiorize  the  sale  of  certain  •  public  lots  in  that 
town.    Memorial  of  citizens  of        -  -  -5    250        I 

Sale  of  Government  drafts.    (See  Government.) 

Salt    Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee^  in  favor 

of  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  imported  -  -    3      68        1 

Salt    D6cumeDts  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  relative  to  the 

trade  in,  and  the  manufacture  and  uses  of,  -  -    4    196        1 

Salt    Resolutions  of  the  Liegislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of 

a  repeal  of  the  duty  on        -  -  -  -    6    343        1 

Sandusky  bay.    Communication  from  O.  FoUett  and  others 

respecting  the  commerce,  &c.  at      -  -  -    2      58    240 

Sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers.  Communication  from 
Col.  Totten,  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  relation  to  the 
bill  for  organizing  a  company  of     -  -  - .  5    237        1 

Sardinia.    Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  liis 

Majesty  the  King  of  -  -  •  -    1        1      25 

Saul.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Hiram  -  .  .  -  .    8    673        1 

Saunderi.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

petition  of  Thomas  R.         -  -  -  -    6    327     ^  1 

Saunders  and  W.  Porter,  sureties  of  William  P4Stis.  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  bill  for  the, 
relief  of  William  R.  -  -  -  •    7    627        1 

Savannah  river.  Captain  Mackay's  report  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  -  -  -  -  •    2      68    144 

Schoolcraft    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

the  petition  of  James  L.      -  ....    6    416       '  1 

Schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Memorial  of  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  the  city  of  Georgetown,  pray- 
ing (he  creation  of  a  fimd  for  -  •  -    6    220        1 

Sco^t,  in  1839.    Position,  &c»  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 

army,  under  command  of  Brevet  Major  General      -     I         1       68 

Scott,  in  relation  to  the  military  preparations  of  the  British 
authorities  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United 
States.    Letter  of  General  -  -  -  -    6    346        1 

Scrivener  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  petllions  of  John       -  -  -  -    4     146         1 

Scrivener.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 

tiiion  of  John  -  -  -  -  -    6    360        1 

Seacoast    Report  in  relation  to  harbors  on  the       -  -    2      68      32 

Seamen  registered  in  pons  of  entry  of  the  United  States 
during  the  year  1839.  Report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  showing  the  number  of  American  -  -16        1 
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Seamen  discharged  in  foreign  ports.    Report  of  the  Com- 
,  mittee  on  Commerce  on  the  expediency  of  modify- 
ing the  law  in  relation  to     -  .  -  -    7    638        1 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  of  all  appropriations,  offices  created, 
and  the  salaries  thereof,  and  of  offices  the  salaries  of 
which  have  been  increased,  with  the  amount  of  such 
increase,  during  the  1st  session  of  the  26th  Congress. 
Statement  by  the     -  •  -  -  -    S    620        1 

Seigle.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Frederick      -  -    C    402        1 

Seitsinger.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Michael       -  -    7    534        1 

Seminole  Indians.    (See  Indians.) 

Senate  during  the  year  ending  3d  December,  1839.  State- 
ment of  expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  -  -  -  -  -    2      24        1 

Seneca  Indians  may  bo  suspended.  Memorial  of  the  chief 
warriors,  sachems,  and  chiefs  of  the  Six  and  Seneca 
nations,  praying  that  the  treaty  with  the      -  -    2      33        1 

Settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  praying  that  their 
pre-emption  rigTits  to  said  lands  may  not  be  affected 
by  the  grant  to  the  "  Polish  exiles."    Petition  of     -    3     118        I 

Settlers  on  the  "Platte  (Purchase.''    Petition  of  citizens  of 

Missouri,  in  favor  of  a  pre-emption  law  for  the  bene-  ^ 

£tofthe      -  .  .  -  -  -    5    262        1 

Settlers  on  the  public  lauds.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  passage  of  a  pre-emption  law  for 
the  better  protection  of  actual  -  -  -    5    269        I 

Settlers  on  the  public  lauds  in  said  county  may  be  entitled 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption.  Petition  oP  citizens  of 
Newton  county,  Missouri,  praying  that  the  -  -    6    336        1 

Shannon.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  llie 

bill  granting  a  pension  to  Neil         -  -  -    7    554        1 

Sheldon.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Morton  and  John  S.  Larrabee,  sureties 
of  Walter 4    179        1. 

Sheppard,  administrator  of  Abiel  Wood.  Report  of  the 
Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  John 
H.  .  .  -  :  -  -    4    169        t 

Ship-canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien.  &c.  Remon- 
strance of  citizens  of  Indiana  against  the  construc- 
tion of  a     .  -  -  -  -  .    6    244        1 

Ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary.    Resolution  of  the 
^  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a  donation  of 
laud  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  -  -  -    6    383        L 

Ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara.  Resolutions  of  the 
Lecislamre  of  New  York  in  favor  of  the  construction 
ofa  .  -  .  -  .  .    6    445        L 

Ship  Island,  and  on  the  bar  between  said  island  and  Cat 
Island,  in  the  Mississippi.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  on  the  expediency  of  erecting 
forte  on 8    018        1 


ftt  INDEX. 


Vol.    No.    Page. 


Shubrick.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs  en 

the  petition  of  Irvine  -  -  -  -    3      91 

Silk  goods.  Memorial  of  James  Brown  and  others,  pray- 
ing that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  on  importations  of  -    4    ITl 

Silk.    Memorial  of  John  Hancock  and  others,  praying  an 

increase  of  the  dnty  on        -  -  -  -    4    183 

Silk  umbrellas  and  parasols.  Memorial  of  manufacturers 
of  umbrellas  and  parasols  in  Philadelphia,  praying 
the  imposition  of  a  dnty  on  imported  -  -    4    186 

Silks.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Maryland  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
imported     -  -  -  -  -  -    6    380 

Silk  hats.    Memorial  of  hatters  in  the  city  and  State  of 

Now  York,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on       -    7    480 

Silk  hats,  fur  bodies,  and  fells.  Petition  of  hatters  in  New- 
ark, New  Jersey,  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on     -    7    645 

Sixteenth  sections  of  land  in  that  State.    Resolutions  of  the 

Legislature  of  Liouisiana,  in  relation  to  the  -  -    6    358 

Slave-trade.  Memorial  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  suppress  the  African  -    7    491 

Slaymaker.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  fost  Office 

and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  R.  -    2      31 

Sloan.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  William       -  -  -  -    8    571 

Smith.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

ofE.W.  and  H.Smith        -  -  -  -    3      84 

Smith,  of  Arkansas.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands  on  the  memprial  of  .Tames     -  -  -    4    144 

Smith.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

ofZadock  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    407 

Smith.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Gilbert       -  -  -  -  -    8    602 

Sneed,  Stephen  K.  Sneed,  and  Richard  Snecd.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
William  M. 5    245 

Snow,  widow  of  Jonas  Snow.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Mary      -  -  -    7    50O 

Southport,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  piers  at  Racine  and       -  -  -    6    444 

Southport,  Racine,  and  Milwaukie,  on  Lake  Michigan. 
Memorials  of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and 
Southport,  and  a  letter  from  Thomas  Holdup  Ste- 
vens, in  favor  of  the  construction  of  harbors  at       -     8    564 

Spanish  vessels,  in  certain  cases.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  reducing  the 
tonnage  duty  on     -  -  -  -  -    5    257 

Special  deposites.    (See  DeposUes,) 
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Specie  payments  during  the  suspension  of  1839,  and  those 
which  have  resumed  specie  payments.    A  list  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  United  States  which  did  or  did  not 
stop  -  -  -  •  -  -    3      72 

Stalker  and  N.  B.  Hill.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  memorial,  recommitted  to  them,  of  Gilbert   -    8    69() 

Scamps  or  stamped  covers.    Resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Webster  relative  to  a  reduction  of  letter  postagesi  and 
the  use  of-  -  -  -  -  -7    647 

Standard  weights  and  measures.  (See  Weights  and  MeaS" 
ures.) 

Starritt.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  me- 
morial of  Preston    -  -  -  -  -    7    448 

Starr.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition 

of  Eunice  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    135 

Staten  Island.    Operations  on  the  public  works  on  -11     162 

State  Department  during  1839.    Statement  per  Secretary 

of  State,  of  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of )  « 
the  -  -      f    .  .  -  .  ^  * 

States.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  ac- 
companying documents,  in  relation  to  the  execution 
of  the  act  of  1836,  which  authorized  the  deposite  of 
public  moneys  with  the       -  •  -  •  •    2      14 

Slates  and  Territories  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Report 
by  the  librarian  of  a  catalogue  of  the  laws,  executive 
and  legislative  documents,  and  journals,  of  the  several    2      16 

Stales.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire 
opposed  to  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  •  -  ...  •    2      27 

State  Department  during  1839.    List  of  names  and  salaiies 

of  clerks  employed  in  the    -  -  -  -    3      63 

State  Department  exchanging  Government  drafts  for  bank- 
notes. Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation 
to  the  officers  of  the  -  -  -  -    3      81 

States.    Report  of  the  select  committee  in  relation  to  the 

power  of  the  Union  to  assume  the  debts  of  the        -    4     153 

States.  Motion  of  Mr.  Norvell  to  amend  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Buchanan  to  the  resolutions  relative 
to  the  assumption  by  the  United  States  of  the  debts 
of  the  several  -  -  -  -  -    5     197 

jfiaies  in  which  they  lie.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  on  the  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  -    7    460 

$:ate,  with  a  list  of  American  seamen  registered  in  ports  of 
entry  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1839. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    1        6 

State,  on  the  subject  of  the  law  providing  for  taking  the 
sixth  census  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  •  -  -  -  -    2      13 

State,  showing  tiie  nature  and  extent  of  the  privileges  and 
restrictions  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of  tlie 
United  Stales  with  all  foreign  natiooa.  Report  of 
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Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1839     .  -  -  .  - 

Steamboats  being  destroyed  by  fire.  Letter  of  Noah  Pair- 
bank  on  the  subject  of  presenting   ... 

Steam-vessels  does  not  require  umendmetit.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  resolution  to  inquire 
whether  the  law  regulating 

Steamboats  running  on  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan, 
for  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  1838  for  the  belter 
security  of  the  lives  of  passengers,  &c.  Petition  of 
owners  and  masters  of    '    - 

Steam-vessels,  against  certain  enactments  contained  in  the 
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America  and  Great  Britain.  Memorial  of  sundry 
proprietors  and  mana^^ers  of  American 
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of  Nova  Scotia  maybe  relieved  from  the  limitations 
of  the  act  of  1819  respecting  the  number  of  passen- 
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Committee  on  Commerce,  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States  praying  that    -  -    6 

Steamboats  to  ufe  any  particular  description  of  machinery. 
Memorial  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  any  law  compelling  owners  of    8 

Steamboats  of  Raub's  safety-valve.  Petition  of"  citizens  of 
'  Washington  city,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 

requiring  the  use  in  -  -  -  -    8 

Stewart.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Hugh  -  -  -  •  -    6 

Stockbridge  and  Mnnsee  Indians.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  recommending  an  appropriation  lor  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  a  number  of        -  -    2 

Stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 

Canal  Company  to  the  State  of  Maryland.     Message 

jfrom  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  com- 

munication  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  on  the 

subject  of  surrendering  the  -  -  -    2 
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Klary  of  the  Treasary  respecting  the  prices  of  certain    3      62        1 
^k  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company.    Me- 
morial of   the  Lonisvilie  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
praying  the  purchase  by  the  United  States  of  the  in- 
diTidnal       -  -  -  -  -  .    4     143         1 

Stock  iD  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  stand- 
ioe  in  the  name  of  the  United  States.    Documents 
ic£iting  to  the  transfer  to  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the    8    610        1 
Stooe.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  David 3    115         1 

Stricklin.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Lot  -    .       -  .  .  -    7    496        1 
Strong.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Josiah         -  -  -  -    8    672        1 

Stuart  and  John  Davis  to  be  allowed  a  pre  emption  right  to 

certain  lands  occupied  by  them.    Petition  of  Sands    6    303         1 
Sturges.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  Josiah  -  -  -  -    3      79        1 

8absisten'",e,  for  1839.    Report  of  the  Commissary  General  of    1         1     248 
Sabsistence  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  expen- 
ditures, fcc.,  in        -  -  -  -  -     1         1     249 

Sabsistence  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  amount 
remitted  to,  expended  by,  balances  in  the  hands  of, 
and   nnaccounted  for  by,  each  of  the  disbursing 
agents  of  the  -  -  -  -  -     1         1    251 

Sugars  exported    and    imported  within  certain  periods. 

Statements  of  the  quantity  and  value  of      -  -    6    335        1 

St^ars.     Document  signed  by  proprietors  of  su^ar  re- 

fineries  in  relation  to  the  drawback  duties  on  "refined    6    375        1 
Sogar  since  th^  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that 

exportation.      Report    from  the  Secretary  of  the  ^ 

Treasury,  showing  the  annual  amounts  of  drawback 
paid  on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  -    6    399         1 

Sogar  daring  1839.   Documents  submitted  by  Mr.  Nicholas, 
showmg  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  of  -  -  -  -  -  -    7    505         1 

BftibTan  s  Island.  Report  of  A.  H.  Bowman,  on  state  of  the 
channel  between  Shute's  Folly  and  Hog  Island,  and 
its  effect  on  -  -  -  .  -     1         1     180 

i    SDigwnGeneralofthearmy  for  1839.    Report  of  the       -    1        1     144 
p   Sorrey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  F.  R. 

Hassler,  as-superintendent,  &c.,  on  the  subject  of  the    2      15        1 
\  Surrey  of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  north  of 
I  the  Missouri.    Report  in  relation  to  the      -  -    2      58      15 

I  Surrey  of  Yellow  river.    Report  in  relation  to  the  -    2      68      16 

•  Sorvev  of  the  month  of  the  Suwannee.    Report  in  relation 
(  tothe  .  .  -  .  .  .    2      58      16 

Surrey  of  the  boondaries  between  the  Indian  tribes  west  of 

the  Mississippi.    Report  in  relation  to  the    -  .    2      58      17 

Sorm  of  the  Dm  Moines  and  Iowa  riven.    Report  in  re- 

ktioototba 2      58      19 
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Survey  of  Red  Gedar  river.    Report  in  relatioii  to  the       -    9     58 

Survey  of  Oswego  harbor  and  its  vicinity.  Report  in  ela- 
tion to  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      68 

Survey  of  Sackett's  Harbor  and  its  vicinity.  Report  in  reia- 

'  tion  to  the  -  -  -  -  -  •    3      68 

Survey  of  a  route  for  a  railroad  firom  Milwankie  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi.   Report  in  relation  to  the  -  -  •    2      68 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.    Report  of 

Mr.  Wheeler  to  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  of  the  -    4    163 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  and  the  erection  of  forti- 
fications thereon.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi,  prayinjSf  a  •  .  .  .6    S81 

Survey  for  a  site  for  a  fortification  on  the  coast  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War^ 
in  relation  to  a        -  -  -  -  -    7    490 

Sympson  for  confirmation  of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land. 

Petition  of  the  heirs  of  James  -  *  -    2      47 

T. 

Tappan  to  amend  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses  ci  Con- 
gress.   Motion  by  Mr.        -  -  -  -    4    157 

Tarbell,  late  of  the  U.  S.  navy.  Report  of  the  Conunittee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  memorial  of  Ann  Eliza 
Laurie,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  -  -  -    3      92 

Taylor,  for  1839.    Returns  of  the  army  in  Florida,  under 

command  of  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.        -  -  -    1         I 

Taylor,  during  1839.  Report,  with  a  map  of  the  seat  of 
war,  of  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Florida,  under 
command  of  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.        -  -  -    1        1 

Taylor.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 

of  David     -  -  -  -  -  -    4     17& 

Tennessee  (gainst  a  national  bank,  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  States ;  and  in  iavor  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  the  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  granting  pre-emption 
rights  to  the  occupant  settlers  thereon,  and  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  salt.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of-  -  -  -  -36& 

Thistle,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 
number  of  wrought-iron  cannon  on  the  plan  invented 
by  him.    Memorial  of  Hezekiah  L.  *  -    8    661 

Thistle.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 

the  petition  of  H.  L.  -  -  -  -    8    617 

Thompson  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Linus      -  -    6    323 

Thompson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph    -  -  -    6    304 

Thompson.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  ite  pe- 

duaooIJobaW. -    6    313 
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tkompsoD  and  Robert  MiloiMr.    Repon  of  the  Committee 
OQ  Commercey  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  67)  for  the  velief  of 
lofau  .  .....    6    393        I 

TlityDKpKm,^dow  of  the  late  CoL  Alexander  B.  Thompaon, 
pnying  compensation  for  extra  services  rendered  1)y 
her  late  husband  while  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  army. 
Memorial  of  Mary  W.         -  -  -  -    7    515        1 

Tka.  Beport  of  the  CommiUee  of  Claims,  on  the  bill  (H. 

R.  40)  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius      -  -  -    6    408        1 

Timtar  for  the  public  works.    Documents  favorable  to  the 

use  of  mineraliziid  or  Kyanized       -  -  -    2      58    I8d 

Tftnlwr,  called  "  Kyanizing."    Report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  a  report  from  Col.  Abort,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  application  of  a 
mineral  solution  for  preserving        -  -  -    6    428        1 

Tobacco  to  be  received  into  the  European  markets  on  fair 
and  liberal  terms.    Memorial  of  tobacco  planters  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  cause  •  -  -  -  -    8    601         I 

Toiigue.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  bill  in 

the  case  of  James    -  -  -  -  -    6    350        1 

Toagae  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

on  the  petition  of  James      -  -  .  .    4     146        1 

Totmage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  each  of  the  districts 
of  the  United  States  daring  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1839.   Statement  of  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  vessels,  with  their  -  -    8    67^    282 
Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  in  1839. 

Abstract  of  the        -  -  -  -  -    8    577    290 

Tommge  of  the  several  districts  in  1839.    Condensed  view 

ofthe 8    677    500 

Tonnage,  from  1815  to  1839.     Comparative  view  of  the 

registered,  enrolled,  and  licensed     -  -  -    8    577    310 

ToDoagc  duties  and»  charges,  generally,  as  established  by 

treaty.     Statement  of  -  -  -  -    3      80      62 

ToQna^e  and  crews,  which  entered  into  theuUnited  States 
from  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their     -  -    8    577    262 

ToQii^  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  the  United  States 
ibr  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  30th 
SeptemMr,   1839.      Statement  of  the  number    of 
f         American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their     •  -    8    5.77    266 

1 1  Tonnage,  crews,  and  national  character,  of  the  foreign  ves- 
I  seis  that  entered  into,  and  cleared  from,  the  United 

1 1  States,  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839. 

:  Statement  of  the  number,    -  -  -  -    8    677    270 

1 1  Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from, 
and  departing  to,  each  foreign  country,  during  the 
I  year  ending  30th  September,  1839.    Statistical  view 

of  the  coouneroe  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  ' 

I  1  value  of  imports  from,  and  exports  to,  each  foreiga 

Ml9otbe    .  -  .    8    57T    274 
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Tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  each  of  the  districts 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their      -  -    8    677 

Topographical  Engineers,  in  relation  to  surveys,  and  the 
construction  of  roads,  harbors,  &c.  Annual  report 
ofthe  Bureau  of      -  -  -  -  -    2      .58 

Topographical  Bureau  during  1839.  Statement  of  amounts 
expended  and  applicable  to  expenditures  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the-  .  -  -  -  -    2      58 

Topographical  Bureau,  duarterly  statements  of  disburse- 
ments, Sec,  by  disbursing  agents  of  the        -  -    2      68   . 

Topographical  Engineers,  in  relation  to  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  and  Rock 
rivers,  and  the  haven  of  Rock  river,  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  pier  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Win- 
nebago Lake.    Report  of  the  Bureau  of      •  -    6    318 

Transatlantic  Steamship  Company  of  Liverpool,  and  others. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  -  -  -  -  -    3     123 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  his 
accounts  for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the 
year  1838.    Letter  from  the  -  -  -     1       11 

Treasury  Department  in  1839.  Annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  financial  operations 
^  of  the 12 

Treasury,  for  general  purposes,  1st  January,  1839.  State- 
ment of  funds  in  the  -  -  -  -    1        2 

Treasury  notes  in  1839.    Issue  and  redemption  of  -  f  1        2  j 

Treasury  bill.    Resolution  of  the  Jjegislature  of  Tennessee 

in  favor  of  the  Independent  -  -  -     3      68 

Treasury  in  1835  to  1839,  in  payment  of  private  claims, 
under  special  acts  of  Congress.  Statement,  of  the 
amount  paid  from  the  -  -  -  -    3      70 

Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the    3      88 

Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  1839.    Statement  of 

the  contracts  authorized  by  the        -  -  -    4     142 

Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  1839.  Statement  of 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  payments  made 
on  account  of  miscellaneous  claims  at  the    •  -    4    167 

Treasury  against  the  fluctuations  and  contingencies  to 
which  its  receipts  are  exposed,  with  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject.  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  of  an  early  provision  by  law 
for  the  protection  of  the       -  -  -  -    4    186 

Treasury  bill.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  Indopen- 
dent     .       -  .  •  -  •  -    6    222 
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miy  sysfem.     Besolutions  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Missis- 

appi,  in  relation  to  the  Independent  -    6    266 

mry  notes.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

OQ  the  subject  of  d^osites,  payments,  &c.,  of         -    6    316 
Miry  bill  Slc     Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio, 

in  bfvr  of  the  passage  of  the  Independent  -  -    6    339 

aaory  Department.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVauury,  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Govem- 
bbdC  drafts  for  depreciated  currency,  and  the  pay- 
XDSDt  of  Government  creditors  in  such  currency  by 
officers  connected  with  the  -  -  -  -    6    406 

■vy  notes.  Resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  White,  in 
relation  to  the  special  depositee  of  the  Government, 
and  the  issues  of     -  •  -  -  •    6    418 

onry  notes  issued  under  the  acts  of  1837, 1838,  and 
1839,  and  a  monthly  statement  of  such  iiotes  deliv- 
ered on  account  oi  having  received  certificates  of 
soch  ^)ecial  depositee,  6cc.    Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  names  of  the  banks  in 
which  special  deposites  in  specie  were  made  in  anti- 
cipation of  receiving  therefor  •  -  •    7    476 
uoiy  on  the  state  of  the  finances.    Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the                        -            -            -            -    1        2 
mry,  in  compliance  with  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States."    Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the             •            -            -    1        7 
ry.  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  a  change  in  the 
sykem  of  mari  ne  hospitals.    Report  of  the  Secretary 

rfilie 18 

;  in  pursuance  of  the  "  Act  for  carrying  into  effect 
&e  treaties  with  the  Chickasaws,"  showing  the  mo- 
neys received  on  account  of  their  lands,  d&c.  Re- 
pon  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    1        9 

y.  uansmitiing  documents  in  relation  to  the  decision 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the  first  circuit, 
as  to  the  papers  generally  used  by  vessels  engaged  in 
the  whale  fisheries.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  •  2  12 
^twiry,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  13th  and  14th 
lections  of  the  act  of  1836,  to  regulate  the  deposites 
of  the  public  moneys.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

k. 2      14 

'^^easorf: communicating  the  annual  report  of  the  superin- 
te&deut  of  the  coast  survey,  and  of  the  fabrication 
of  standard  weights  and  measures.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -  -  -  -    2      16 

'i^^nr,  communicating  a  report  from  the  Commissioner 
oi'  the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the  operations 
ot  that  office  since  the  17th  of.  December,  1838, 
(With  mai».)    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    2      21 

^■OTf,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  condition  of 
the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  Isl  of 
3mavjrl9iO.    Riepoit  of  the  Setwfoij  o/ (he     •    )$     39 
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Treasury,  rnspectiog  the  prices  of  certain  stodcs  in  the  Lon- 
ma  and  home  markets.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 3      68 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  from 
the  Treasury  in  1835  to  1839,  in  payment  of  private 
claims,  under  special  acts  of  Congress.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    3      70 

Treasury,  communicating  a  list  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United 
States  which  did,  or  which  did  not,  stop  specie  pay- 
ments during  the  suspension  of  1839,  and  of  those 
which  have  resumed  specie  payments.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    3      72 

Treasury,  showing  the  condition  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
reserved  for  making  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the    3      76 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of  duties  from,  and  the 
description  of  papers  furnished  to,  vessels  employed 
in  the  whale  fishery.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the    3      83 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  of  the  names  and  sala- 
ries of  clerks  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  that 
department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretarv  of  the      -  -  -  -  -    3      88 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  river.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  •    3    102 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  of  the  contracts  made  in 
the  Treasury  Department  during  the  year  1839,  and 
the  expenditures  from  the  marine  hospital  fund 
during  the  year  1838.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  -  .  -  .  -  -    4    142 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  donation  claims  or  settlement 
rights  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  under  the  acts  of 
the  25th  of  April,  1812,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1819. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  -  •    4    149 

Treasury,  in  compliance  in  part  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839,  in  relation 
to  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canaU  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -  •  -  -  -    4    166 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  payments  made  on 
account  of  miscellaneous  claims  during  the  year 
1839.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the         -  •    4    167 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  drafts 
by  the  deposite  banks  since  the  general  resumption 
of  specie  payments  in  1838.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  -  .  .  -  -  •    B    286 

'Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of  receipts  and  payments  on 
account  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  of  the  net  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ala* 
bama.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        •  -    6    969 

Treasury,  transmittiBg  statements  of  the  amounts  of  duties 
received,  and  drawbacks  paid  on  the  sam^  since 
1833.   lhpoH«f  th|«eeMlwyof  the  «   5   276 
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nry,  with  stUtaBiMta^  showii])^  the  impotliB  md  exports 

of  gM  and  Mm  coin  and  ballion,  and  the  annual 

OHMge  at  the  mints  to  the  year  1839.    Report  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  -6    290        1 

aoxy.  in  relation  to  the' quantity  and  the  sales  of  public 

bads  in  tlie  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 

Bbnori.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  th'e   -  -    6    298         1 

OQ  the  subject  of  payments  and  deposites  of 
Treasury  notes.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the     -    6    315        1 
jr,  showing  the  annual  anxmnts  of  drawback  paid 
on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  sugar  since 
the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that  ex- 
portation.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -    6    399        1 
dnry,  tzmnsmitting  statements  showing  the  expenditures 
sdf  the  Government  from  1824  to  1839,  inclusifo. 
Bipofft  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -                        -    7    4S0        1 
sory,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes.    Report  of 
As  Secretary  of  the                        -           •           -    7    476        1 
isary,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Owen  on  the 
Ideology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the                    -           -    7    639        1 
mrfi  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  received  be- 
tween the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  and  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1840.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the       -    8    662        i 
mry,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Roister  of  the 
Tiemry  containing  statements  of  the  commerce 
ajid  oavigation  between  the  United  States  and  fi>r- 
eiga  countries  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  Septem- 
bw,  1839.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -           -    8    677        1 
■mry,  transmitting  a  statemeat  of  the  appropriations  to 
be  expended  in  the  District  of  Columbia  since  the 
leetfion  of  the  seat  of  Government  therein.    Re- 
pert  of  the  Secretary  of  the            -           -           -8    600        1 
Moiy,  transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  Hassier,  superintend- 
cat  of  the  worx  on  standard  weights  and  measures, 
in  relation  to  the  completion  of  ihe  standard  yard 
larawirriB  prepared  for  the  several  States  under  a 
nnhition  dT  Congress  of  1836.    Report  of  the  Sec- 
mry  of  the          -                                   -           -    8    60S        1 
T,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
m  Senate,  statements  showing  the  daily  employ- 
wml  of  the  several  ofBoers  of  the  customs.    Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the       -  -    8    612        1 
■y,  ttansmitting  statemenu  showing  the  aggregate 
«aoant  of  value  of  all  imports,  deducting  reship- 
Hflnts,  and  the  aggrc^te  amount  of  duties  collected 
ia  each  Stale  of  the  Union  since  1821.    Report  from 
thsSeereCtryoffhe                       *  -    8    621        1 
.  Ac  with  the  King  of  Sardinia         -    1        1      26 
,  4le.  with  his  Blajeity  the  King  of  the 
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Triplett  may  be  confirmed  in  bis  title  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  that 
William 6  .362. 

Tucker.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee  of 
George       -  -  -  -  -    8    674 

U. 

Union.    Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 

the  state  of  the        -  -  -  -  -    1        1 

V. 

Yail.  Report  of  the  Conunittee  on  Commerce  on  the  me- 
morial of  Aaron      -  -  -  -  *    6    307 

Van  Buren  and  Andrew  Jackson.  Resolutions  of  the  Le« 
gislature  of  Tennessee,  approving  the  leading  meas- 
ures of  the  administrations  of  Martin  -  •    3      68 

Yandorin,  Pease,  So  Co.,  asking  a  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands,  for  a  railroad  from  the  mineral  region 
in  Missouri  to  the  Mississippi  river.    Petition  01-4    131 

Yanoston.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of  James  -  -  -    7    464 

Yattemare,  in  relation  to  an  international  exchange  of  liter- 
ary publications.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  on  the  memorial  of  Mr^  Alexandre  -    7    621 

Yattemare,  asking  the  immediate  action  of  the  Senate  on  the 
bill  (S.  365)  in  addition  to  the  acts  now  ijg  force  for 
the  encouragement  of  learning,  &c.,  and  on  the  joint 
resolution  (S.  17)  authorizing  the  exchanfi;e  of  dupli- 
cate works  in  the  library  of  Congress.  Letter  from 
Alexandre  -  -  -  -  -  -    7    569 

Yermont,  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of     -  -  -    4    133 

Yessels  en£:aged  in  the  whale  fisheries.  Message  from  the 
President  of  tjie  United  States,  transmiuing  docu- 
ments concerning  the  kind  of  papers  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  use  and  protection  of  American  -    2      12 

Yessels  of  France  from  the  islands  of  Guadaloupe  and 
Martinique  may  have  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1828. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  rec- 
ommending that     -  -  -  •  -    2      37 

Yessels  in  commission,  their  commanders,  and  stations. 

List  of       .  -  -  -  -  -     I        1 

Yessels  in  ordinary.    List  of  -  -  -  -11; 

Yessels  on  the  stocks.    List  of        -  -  -  -    1         1     i 

Yessels,  not  exceeding  eighteen  guns  each.    Statement  of 

the  progress  made  in  constructing  six  small  -    1       . 1  .  i 

Yessels.    Statement  of  measures  taken  under  the  act  lor 

(be  coostrnctioQ  of  certain  -  •  .      '   «.    l       l    I 
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Tends  employed  in  the  whale  fishery.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
xetary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  duties  exacted 
fromi  and  papers  furnished  to,        -  -  -    3      83        V 

Teaadt  piopdied  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam  does  not  re- 
quire amendmeot;  together  with  sundry  petitions 
ind  memorials  on  the  same  subjecL  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  resolution  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  whether  the  law  regulating      -    6    241        L* 

f  eaeb  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports,  and 
the  seizure  of  the  bri^  Enterprise  under  those  cir- 
cumstances. Motion  hy  Mr.  Calhoun  in  relation  to 
the  national  rights  of  -  -  .  .    6    248        V 

TesKls  engaged  in  the  fisheries.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maine  adverse  to  a  change  in  the  law  giv- 
ing a  bounty  to       -  -  -  -  -    6    369        1' 

Tavels  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports,  and 
the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those  cir- 
cumstances.   Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  national  » 
rights  of     -  -  .  -  .-  -    6    378        t 

Teasels  entered  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1839. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  -    8    677    262^ 

Teasels  cleared  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1839. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  -    8    677    26S 

Tends  entered  and  cleared  in  1839.    Statement  of  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign        -  -  -  -    8'    577    37* 
Tenels  which  entered  each  district  of  the  United  States  in 
1839.    Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and 
foreign       -            -           -                        -  -    8    677    27S 
FesKis  which  cleared  from  eacli  district  in  1S39.    State-  ^      \ 
ment  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign        -    8    677    282 
TeiKls  built  in  1839.    Statement  of  the  number  and  class 

of 8    677    304 

Tuginia,  in  favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  land  to 
satisfy  outstanding  military  bounty  laud  warrants. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  -    2      30        1 

Tliet    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  (H. 

R.  38)  for  the  relief  of  Garret         -  -  -    6    373        L 

Totanteers  of  Missouri  for  services  in  1829  and  1836.  Docu- 

menis  rekiting  to  the  claims  of  certain        -  -    3     106        I 

Tohnteers  of  Missouri,  praying  a  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts for  services  rendered  in  Florida.  Petition  of 
a  number  of  the     -  -  -  -  -    6    405        t 

Tciaoteers  of  Alabama.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  Ala- 
bama, praying  the  payment  of  claims  of  certain      -    8    605        I 

W. 

Wade.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  Washington        «  •  -    6    i35        1 
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Wallace.  Report  of  the  Committee  oq  Private  Land  Claims 

OQ  the  claim  of  Joseph       -  -  -  .5    226 

l^allis  and  others.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary on  the  bill  (H.  R.  81)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph    7    626 

IVallis  and  others,  for  rations,  &c.  furnished  the  Missouri 
volunteers.  Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
George       -  -  -  -  -  -    8    679 

iValker,  widow  of  Samuel  Walker.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Hepzebah       •    7    481 

War  Department  in  1839.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  operations  of  the  -  .*  -11 

,War  Department,  and  of  the  offices  and  bureaus  attached 
thereto,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1839. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  -    2      22 

yfja  Department  during  the  year  1839,  with  the  balanees 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  statements 
of  ^appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the  service 
of  the         .  -  -  -  -  -    3      99 

^ar  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Statement. of  the 
names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
several  bureaus  of  the        •  -  -  -    4    166 

War  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Statement  of  con- 
tracts made  by  the  -  -  -  -  -    4    168 

War  Department.  Documents  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  relation  to  that  portion  of  the  defences  of  the 
country  intrusted  to  the  charge  andf  direction  of  the    7    461 

War  Department.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government 
drafts  for  bank-ijotes  by  agents  of  the  -  -    7     628 

.War  Department.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in 
depreciated  currency  by  agents  of  the         -  -    7    629 

War.  accompanying  the  President's  message.    Report  from 

the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -  -    1        1 

#[For  accompanying  Documents,  see  President's  Annual 
Message  in  the  subjoined  Table  of  Documents.] 

fWar,  transmitting  statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 

the  War  Department,  and  of  the  oflices  and  bureaus       • 

attached  thereto,  during  the  year  ending  September 

30,  1839.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of     -  -    2      22 

jWar,  recommending  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  a  number  of  Stockbridge  and  Munsee 
Indians.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of       -  •    2      42 

lYar,  transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  military  establishment  during  the  year 
1839.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -  .    2      48 
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War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  De- 
cember 27, 1839,  on  the  sahject  cf  permitting  officers 
of  the  army  to  retire  on  half-pay.    Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    2      49        1 

War,  communicating  the  reports  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  and  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 
with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  history  and  progress 
of  the  works  under  their  charge.  Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    2      68        I 

War,  in  relation  to  the  information  required  by  the  Senate, 
per  resolution  of  December  30,  1839,  respecting  the 
amounts  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  each  of  the 
last  five  years,  in  consequence  of  special  legislation 
upon  private  claims.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of    3      70        1 
War,  transmitting  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  Indian  Department  for  1840.    Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of    -  -  -  -    3      73        1 
War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Janu- 
ary  10, 1840,  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of  Rock 
Island,  iu  Illinois,  as  a  military  post.    Report  from 
the  Secretary  of      -                        -            -  -    3      89        1 
War,  transmitting  statements  of  the  appropriations  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  service  of  the  War  Department 
during  the  year  1839,  with  the  balances  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.  *   Report  from 
the  Secretary  of      -            -            -            -  -    3      99         1 
War,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  estimates  showing  the  cost  of  the  extension 
and  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  to  Jefferson 
City,  in  the  State  of  Missouri.     Report  from  the 
Secretary  of            -            -            -            -  -    3     122        1 
War,  transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  names  and  com- 
pensation of  the  persons  employed  in  the  Indian 
Department  during  the  year  1839.     Report  from  the 
Secretary  of           -            -            -            -  -    4    126        1 
War,  ID  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th 

December,  1839,  showing  the  massacres  committed,  • 

and  the  property  destroyed,  by  the  hostile  Indians  in 
Florida.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -    4     130        1 

Wir.  transmitting  copies  of  reports  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau,  with  maps,  in  relation  to  internal  improve- 
ments in  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  15th  January,  1840. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    4     140        ] 

War,  transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    4    148        1 

Wtfjtransmittiuo;,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  14th  January,  1840,  the  report  of  the 
commissiouer  to  investigate  the  claims  against  the 
Hiaibi  lodians  for  the  year  1839.  Report  ot  the 
Secietaiyaf  -  •  -  -    4    164 
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War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  5th 
February,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  relative  cost  and 
superiority  of  brass  and  iron  cannon.  Report  of  ihe 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    4     166 

1Yar,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  salaries  of 
clerks  employed  in  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department,  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    4    166 

War,  transmitting  statements  of  contracts  made  by  the  War 
Department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -4    168 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  oi  the  expenditures  at  the 
national  armories,  and  the  arms  manufactured,  for 
the  year  1839.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    4     175 

War,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, in  relation  to  the  employment  of  bloodhounds 
against  the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -  -    4     187 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  mihtary  posts 
from  the  Missouri  to  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    5    231 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  5th 
March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
and  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    6    297 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  28th 
February,  1840,  with  copies  of  reports,  plans,  and 
estimates,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Neenah.  Wis- 
konsin,  and  Rock  rivers;  the  improvement  of  the 
haven  of  Rock  river ;  and  the  construction  of  a  pier 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  Winnebago  lake.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -    6    318 

War,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of 
certain  Cherokee  Indians.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of 6    320 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  12th 
March,  1840,  exhibiting  the  present  state  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  existed,  and  the  arrangements 
made,  or  attempted  to  be  made,  tjetween  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Cherokee  people.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of     -  -  -  -  -  -6    347 

War,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  21th  March,  1840,  relative  to  the  plan 
proposed  for  the. defence  of  the  western  frontier; 
also,  what  tribes  of  Indians  inhabit  the  country  im- 
mediately west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    6    379 

Witr,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  George  C.  Johnston,  for  the 
payment  of  certain  debts  due  him  by  the  Shawnee 
Ji^dians.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  .  .6    413 
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WiTj  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  20th 
Marcn,  1840,  relatiire  to  the  application  of  a  mineral 
solntion  to  the  preservation  ot  timber,  called  ''Ky- 
anizin?."    Report  of  the  Secretary  of         -  -    6    428        1 

Wax,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  piers  at  the  towns  of  Ra- 
cine and  Sonthport,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Michi^n.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of       •  -    6    444      *  1  ^ 

War,  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  a  site  for  a  fortification  on 
the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    7    490        1 

War,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  3d  June,  1840,  a  copy  of  Ca])|ain  Saun- 
ders's report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of      -  -    7    630        1 

War,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  with  his  explanatory  letter  of 
9th  April,  1840,  together  with  tbe  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, submitted  January  17,  1817;  January  9, 
1818;  and  January  22,  1819.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of     -  -  .  -  -  -    7    631        1 

War,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  29th  May,  1840,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pea  Patch  is- 
land. Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  7  533  1 
War,  on  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  of  20th  March,  1840,  and  his  explanatory  let- 
ter  of  8th  April,  1840 ;  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  2lst  January,  1790 ;  two  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  accompanying  bills,  of  January  17, 
1817,  and  January  9, 1818 ;  the  act  of  May  8, 1792, 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
&c. ;  and  the  act  of  March  2,  1803,  in  addition  to 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,"  &c.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  .  -  .  -  -  *  8  660  1 
Wire.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  James  -  -  .  .    6    416        1 

Wanicr.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  -  -  -    3      97        1 

Waabington  city,  praying  the  improvement  and  repair  of 
certain  streets,  ana  the  establishment  of  an  hospital 
and  lunatic  asylum,  in  said  city.  Memorial  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of-  -  -  -3981 

Washington  city,  praying  the  renewal  and  modification 

S[  the  charter  of  said  city.    Memorial  of  citizens  of    6    236        1 

Washii^n  city  against  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
laod  tbe  Biock  of  said  corporation  in  the  Chesapeake 
tad  Ohio  canal*    Rewonstrance  of  the  corporation  of   6    277        X 
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ITVasbington  city,  praying  n  recharter  of  the  banks  in  said 

city.    Petition  of  citizens  of  -  -  -    6    364 

Washington  city,  with  cnrburetted  hydrogen  gas.  Docu- 
ments relating  to  lighting  the  Capitol  and  President's 
squares,  and  Pennsylvania  avenue,  in         -  -    6    434 

Washington  city,  praying  a  renewal  and  modification  of 

the  charter  of  said  city.    Memorial  of  citizens  of     -    7    618 

JfTttShington  city  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S.  376)  to 
amend  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city.  Remonstrance  of  a 
committee  of  the  corporate  authorities  of    -  -    8    609 

Washington  city  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S.  378) 
"to  amend  and  corginue  in  iorce  the  acts  to  incor- 
porate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington." 
Remonstrance  of  citizens  of  -  .  -    8    613 

Webster,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the  postage  on  letters, 

and  the  use  of  stamps.    Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.     7     547 

Weed,  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Weed.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  memorial  of 
Julia  L.      .  -  -  .  .    3      66 

Weights  and  measures.  Report  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  as  super- 
intendent, &c.,  upon  the  construction  of  standards  of    2      16 

Weights  and  measures,  showing  the  progress  made  therein, 
and  the  completion  of  the  standard  yard  measures 
prepared  for  the  respective  States,  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  1836.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
work  on  standard    -  -  -  -  -    8    608 

Western  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  at  St.  Louis,  praying 
aid  in  the  purchase  of  a  library,  6lc,  Memorial  of 
the  .-.-..    3      71 

Western  Steamship  Company  of  Bristol,  et  al.   Report  of  the 

Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of  the    -    3     123 

Western  frontier,  &c.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

relative  to  the  plan  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  -    6    379 

West  Point.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  to  the  United 

States  Military  Academy  at  -  -  -     1         1 

Whale  fisheries.  Message  from  the  President,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  concerning  the  kind  of  papers 
deemed  necessary  to  be  provided  by  law  for  the  use 
and  protection  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  -    2      12 

Whale  fishery.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  duties  exacted  from,  aud  popers  fur- 
nished to,  vessels  employed  in  the   -   •        -  -    3      83 

Whitehead  and  associates.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Affairs  on  the  memorial  of  John       -  -    3     109 

White  livers.    (See  Riocrs^ 

White,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes.  Motion 
submitted  by  Mr.    -  •  -  -  -    6    418 

Whitman.   Reportof  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
y         rtalofOeorge 3    114 


INDEX.  Inrfii 

Vol.    No.    P^el' 
Whittett.   Report  of  the  Comaiittee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

tor  the  relief  of  Robert        -  •  -  -    8    597        1 

Widows  of  persons  lost  in  tlie  privateer  service,  and  of  John 
Nants,  for  himself  and  others,  privateer  pensioners, 
praying  the  continnance  of  their  pensions.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  petitions  of  •    6    239        1' 

Widrig.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  on  the 

claim  of  Conrad      -  -  -  -  -    7    523        L 

Wiley.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Matthew    -  -  -  -    7    660        I 

Wilkes,  jr.,  and  William  L.  Hudson,  of  the  United  States 
navy.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  con- 
cerning the  rank  and  commissions  of  Charles  -    6    324        1' 

Wilkinson,  deceased.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  bill  (H.  R.  33)  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  John  -  -  -  -  -    6    410        1 
Williamson.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 

petition  of  Abraham  -  -  -  -  .  5    200        L 

Williams,  son  and  heir  of  Captain  William  Williams.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  on 
the  petition  of  William  W.  -  -  -    6    287        1 

Williams.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Zachariah  and  Robert  W.   -  -  -    6    288        I 

WiUiams.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 

the  petition  of  James  -  -  -  -    6    317         I 

WiUiams.     Report  of  the  Committee  oi  Claims  on  the  claim 

of  Archibald 6    395        I 

WilsoB.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 

petition  of  Henry    -  -  -  -  -    6    386        I 

Wilson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  David         -  -  -  -    8    586         I 

Winnebago  Indians.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of-the  debts,  and  the  removal 
of  the 6    297        1. 

Winnebago  Lake.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  report,  plan,  and  estimate  in  reference  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  pier  at  the  northern  extremity  of       -    6     318      25 

Winthrop  and  others,  directors  of  the  New  England  Land 
Company.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
on  the  petition  of  Thomas  L.  -  -  -    7    470        I 

WiAonsin.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  certain 

roads  in      -  -  -  -  -    2      58      24 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  confirmation  of  the  claim  of 
Francis  Laventure  and  others  to  hmd  in  said  Terri- 
tory.    Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of      -    3      83         L 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  penitentiary  in  said  Territory.  Memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of       -  -  -    3     108         I 

Wisconsin,  praying  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
harbors  at  Milwankie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manitowoc, 
and  Sheboygan,  on  Lake  Michigan.  Memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Ussemhlf  of  the  territory  of  -    3    112    .   1 


Sznviii  INDEX 


Vol    No.    P^ 


TfiakoDsin.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmittiDc 
copies  of  reports  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  witn 
maps,  in  relation  to  internal  improvements  in  the 
Territory  of  -  -  -  -    4    140 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  claims 
of  Francis  Laventure  and  others  to  certain  lands  in^ 
that  Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of         5    202 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  the 
establishment  of  manual-labor  schools  in  that  Ter- 
ritory.   Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of    -    6    291 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  improvement  of  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  Rock,  Pekatonica, 
Four  Lakes,  and  Platte  rivers.  Memorial  of  the 
L^islative  Assembly  of      -  -  -  -    6    292 

Wiskonsin  river.     (See  Rivers.) 

Wood's  administrator.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  Abiel    7  -  -    4     169 

Wood.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  Fleming  -  -  -  -  -    5    198 

Wood.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Job    '        -  -  -  -    7    6B4' 

Y. 

YorL    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  William  -  -  -  -    S    669 


INDEX.  iTTTi-r 


TABLE  OF  DOCUMENTS 

PRINTJID 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,, 

FIRST  SESSION,  TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1839-*40. 
CONTAINED   IN   EIGHT   VOLUMES. 


AKNUAL   MESSAGE    FROM   THE   PRESIDENT  OP   THE    UNITED   STATES* 

Vol.    No.    Page. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  session,  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  &c.  -  -  -  -  -     1        1         1 

Reports  and  documents  accompanying-^  to  wit : 

Sttdinia.    Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  his 

Majesty  the  King  of  - 

Mieilands.     Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  his 

Majesty  the  King  of  the      - 

Wot.    Annu€U  report  from  the  Secretary  of        - 
Documents  accorapanying,  to  wit : 

Xijor  General  commanding  the  army.    Report  of  the 

OidoaDce  Department.    Report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
^  dntitermaster  General.    Report  of  the      - 
*  hymaster  General.    Report  of  the  ... 

Mgeon  General.    Report  of  the  -  -  - 

CUd  Military  Engineer.    Report  of  the    - 

Coimmssary  General  of  Subsistence.    Report  of  the 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases.    Report  of  the 

CoBunissioner  of  Pensions.    Report  of  the 

Ovioussioner  of  Indian  Affairs.    Report  of  the     - 

Boimty  Land  Office.    Report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 

Aqf.    Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the      -  -    1        1    631 

Docmnents  accompanying,  to  wit: 

3ft7y  Commissioners,  with  estimates  for  1840.    Letter  from 

the 1  1  641 

Gnmate  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  1840  1  1  642^ 

Ultimate  for  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 

1840 1  1  64^ 

£ttiiiiate  of  expenses  of  the  southwest  executive  building 

forlg40 ^  }  ^ 

BKimates  for  the  navy  for  1840.    General                         -  1  I  643 

for  the  navy  for  1840.  •  Special             -           -  I  1  545- 


1 

1 

26^ 

1 

1 

37 

1 

1 

41 

1 

1 

65 

1 

1 

86 

1 

1 

112 

I 

1 

134 

1 

1 

144 

1 

1 

;i67 

I 

1 

248 

1 

1 

269^. 

1 

1 

319 

1 

1 

327 

1 

1 

62» 

xc 


INDQX. 


'Elstimates  for  vessels  in  commission.     Detailed 
Estimates  for  receiving-vessels       -  .  .  - 

Estimates  for  recrnitinff  stations     -  -  -  - 

Estimates  for  navy  yards  and  stations  ... 
Estimates  for  pay  of  officers  waiting  orders  and  on  fuilough 
Estimates  for  provisions     .  .  -  -  . 

Estimates  for  improvements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards 
Estimates.    Explanation  of  special  ... 

Estimates  for  marine  corps  for  1840 
Vessels  in  commission,  their  commanders,  and  stations. 

List  of        -----  - 

Vessels  in  ordinary  ..... 

Vessels  on  the  slocks  at  the  several  navy  yards 

Navy.    Measures  adopted  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the    - 

Navy.    Measures  adopted  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 

the  •  -  -  -  -  - 

Vessels.    Progress  made  under  the  appropriation  for  the 

construction  of  the  six  small 
Vessels.    Measures  taken  under  the  appropriation  for  the 

construction  of  certain  steam  .  .  - 

Navy  pensioners  for  1830.     Alphabetical  list  of  .  - 
Navy  widow  pensioners  for  1839.    Alphabetical  list  of 
Navy  pensions  granted  to  minor  children.    Alphabetical 

list  of  ...... 

Navy  pension  fund  for  1839.     Receipts  and  expenditures 

on  account  of         -  -  -  -  - 

Navy  pension  fund.    Stocks  owned  by      -  -  - 

Navy  pension  laws.     AbvStract  of  the  -  .  . 

Harrison,  only  child  of  John  Garde.     Claim  of  Maria 
Deaths  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1838.     List  of 
Dismissions  from  the  navy  since  December  1 ,  1838.     List  of 
Resignations  in  the  tiavy  since  December  1,  1838.     List  of 
Suppression  of  the  slave-trade  under  the  act  of  March  3, 

1819  -  -.  - 

Postmaster  General,     Annual  report  from  the    - 
Document  accompaDying,  to  wit : 

Mail  service  in  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  1st  of  July,  1839.  Tabular  statement,  by 
the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  of  the 


Vol.    No.    Pi 


1     i 


MESSAGES    FROM    THE    PRESIDENT    OP    THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Transmitting  a  letter  and  documents  from  the  Governor  of 
Iowa,  concerning  the  disputed  boundary  of  Iowa  and 
Missouri      -  -  -  -  -  -     1        4 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  accompanying  documents,  concerning  the  de- 
scription of  papers  deemed  necessary  to  be  provided 
by  law  for  the  use  and  protection  of  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries  -  -    2       12 

lu  relation  to  the  law  providing  for  takiqg  the  sixth  census 

of  the  United  Statea  -  -  -    2      13 


INDEX.  xci 

Vol.    No.    Page. 
Gommunicating  additional  information  in  relation  to  the 
disputed  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Missouri 
and  Territory  of  Iowa         -  -  -  -    2      35        1 

Jteeommending  the  extension  to  French  vessels  coming 
from  Guiana  and  Senegal,  of  the  benefits  granted  by 
the  act  of  1828  to  French  vessels  from  the  islands  of 
Guadaloupe  and  Martinique ;  and^  also,  the  repay- 
ment of  the  duties  levied  ou  the  French  ship  Alex- 
andre; with  documents  and  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  representative  of  France  relating 
thereto        -  -  -  -  -  -    2      37        1 

Od  the  subject  of  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Maryland  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  with  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Maryland  on  the  same  subject  -    2      44        1 

Transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Secreiaiy  of  War, 
with  documents  from  the  Military  and  Topographical 
Engineer  Bureaus,  referred  to  in  his  late  annual  rc- 
porF,  as  relating  to  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment carried  on  by  the  General  Government,  and 
showing  the  operations  of  the  Topographical  Bureau    2      58         1 

Transmitting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the 

case  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brant    -  -      .     -    3      59        1 

Transmitting  a  statement,  in  comjiliance  with  a  resolution 
^  of  the  Senate  of  the  30lh  of  December,  1839,  show- 

ing the  amounts  paid  for  private  claims  under  special 
acts  of  Congress  during  the  last  five  years  -  -    3      70        1 

Traosmittiug,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  SOili  of  December,  1839,  a  list  of  the  names  of 
all  the  banks  in  the  United  States  which  did,  or 
which  did  not,  stop  specie  payments  during  the  sus- 
pension of  1839,  and  those  which  have  recommenced  # 
specie  payments      -            -            -            -            -    3      72         1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  report  from  the  Secrjetary  of  State,  in  relation  to 
the  sale  of  Government  drafcs  for  bank-notes,  by  the 
officers  of  that  department  -  -  '  -  -    3      81         1 

Explaining  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  the  publication  and 

distribution  of  the  Biennial  Register  -  -     3     100        I 

Transmitting,  incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  showing  the  amounts  paid  for  pensions 
under  special  acts  of  Congress  during  the  last  five 
years  -  -  -  -  -  -    3    101         I 

Cojimunicating,  iu  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  January  17, 1840,  copies  of  correspondence 
in  relation  to  ihe  northeastern  boundary ;  the  juris- 
diction of  the  disputed  territory ;  and  the  establish- 
ment of  military  postsin  the  State  of  Maine  -  #  3    107        1 

Od  the  subject  of  discharging  lions  and  encumbrances  upon 
real  estate,  which  has  or  may  become  the  property 
of  the  UniUd  States  -  -  -  -    3    117        1 


zcii  INDEX. 


Vol    No.    Page. 


Communicating  correspondence  between  Mr.  Forsyth,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  Mr.  Stevenson,  minister  to  Great 
Britain,  and  liord  Palmerston,  in  relation  to  the  seiz- 
ure and  detention  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium, 
and  Comet  -  -  -  -  -    '  3    119 

Transmitting;^  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  March  2, 1839,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  naval  defences  of  the  country    3    120 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  supple- 
mentary to  the  annual  report  of  that  officer  -    4    126 

Conmiuuicating  additional  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  disputed  territory  -  -    4    129 

Communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  Mis- 
souri  and  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boundary- 
line  between  said  State  and  Territory  -  -    4     138 

Communicating  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
showing  the  operations  of  that  institution  during 
the  year  1839         -  -  -  -  -    4    141 

Transmitting  a  supplementary  report  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  showing  the  operations  of  the  branch  mint 
at  New  Orleans      -  -  -  -  -    4    169 

In  regard  to  the  necessity  of  an  early  provision,  bylaw,  for  the 
protection  of  the  Treasury  against  the  fluctuations 
and  contingencies  to  which  us  receipts  are  exposed    4    186 

On  the  subject  of  reducing  the  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish 

vessels  in  certain  cases        -  -  -  -    5    267 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Surgeon  General  of  the 
army,  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  sites  for  marine 
hospitals  on  the  western  waters       -  -  -    6    268 

Colhmunicating,  in  two  messages,  additional  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the  northeastern 
boundary, and  the  occupation  of  the  disputed  territory    6    266 

Communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
War  Department  and  Governor  Coll,  concerning  the 
war  in  Florida        -  -  -  -  -    6    278 

Communicating  additional  correspondence,  in  relation  to 
the  adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and 
the  occupation  of  the  disputed  territory      -  -    6    319 

OcMnmimicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  March  12, 1840,  information  in  relation  to 
the  military  preparations  of  the  British  authorities  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  from 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Atlantic  ocean  -  -    6    346 

TmunittiiigJa  coooptiance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
ieponf  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of 
the  Navy,  and  from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  rela- 

^  tion  to  toe  sale  of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes, 

and  the  payment  of  the  Government  in  depreciated 
eurrmicy     -  -  -  •  -    6    406 


INDEX.  zciii 

Vol    No.    Page. 

Tnnsmitting,  ia  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Gov- 
ernment drafts        •  -  -  -  -    6    427        1 

In  compliance,  in  part,  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  the  bonds  issued  by  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida -  -  .  .  -  -    7    447        1 

Tnuumiuing,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the 
military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country  -  -    7    461        1 

Id  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  29th 
December,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange 
of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes  -  -    7    457        1 

Id  relation  to  the  disposition  of  certain  presents  received  from 

the  Imaum  of  Muscat  -  -  -  -    7    488        I 

Id  relation  to  the  proceedings  instituted  under  a  resolution 
of  Congress  to  try  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island 
in  the  Delaware  river  -  -  -  -    7    501         I 

TrtDsmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  30th  December,  1839,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Gov- 
ernment drafts  for  bank  notes  -  -  -    7    528        1 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  com- 
phance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th 
December,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Gov- 
ernment creditors  in  depreciated  currency  -  -  7  529  1 
bielaSion  to  the  adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  the  British 
Minister,  and  from  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  reply  thereto  -  8  580  1 
lo  oompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  military  and  naval  preparations  of  the  British 
authorities  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United 
States          -            -            -            -            -  -    8    592        1 

Exhibiting  the  transfers  of  naval  appropriations  under  the 

act  of  1834,  from  4th  April  to  25th  June,  1840        -    8    593        I 

Tnosmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  showing  the  purchases  of  Indian  lands 
since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Gov- 
ernment      -  -  -  -  -  -8    61 61 

Tnnsmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  20th  July,  1840,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain 
Perry,  in  relation  to  the  light-houses  of  England  and 
France 8    619        1 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

bcidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  State  Department 

for  1839 .15        1 

American  seamen  registered  in  ports  of  entry  of  the  United 

States  during  1839  -  -  -  -16        1 

On  the  subject  of  the  law  providing  for  taking  the  sixth  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States       -  -  -  -    2      13        1 
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Showing  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in 

Uie  State  Department  during  1839  -  -  -    3      63 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  19th  De- 
cember,  1838,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  all  foreign  nations      3      80 

With  statements  of  the  number  and  designation  of  the  pas- 
sengers who  hav<3  arrived  in  each  collection  district 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1839   -  -    8    694 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TRBA8URT. 

On  the  state  of  the  finances  (annual)  -  -  -    1        2 

In  compliance  with  the  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States''    -  *  -  -     1         7 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  2d  March^ 
1839,  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  a  change  in 
the  system  of  marine  hospitals         •  -  -    1         8 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  "  for  carrying  into  effect  the  trea- 
ties with  the  Chickasaws,"  showing  the  moneys  re- 
ceived on  account  of  their  lands,  See.  •  -19 

Transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
Unit^  States  circuit  court  for  the  1st  circuit,  as  to 
the  papers  generally  used  by  vessels  engaged  in  the 
whale-fisheries         -  -  -  -  •    2      12 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of 
February,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the 
I3th  and  14th  sections  of  the  act  of  1836,  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys        -  -^2       14 

Communicating  the  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  coast  survey,  and  of  the  fabrication  of  standard 
weights  and  measures  -  -  -  -    2      15 

Communicating  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  showing  the  operations  of  that  of- 
fice since  the  17th  of  December,  1838,  (with  maps)    2      21 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  condition  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1840  .  -  .  .  -    2      39 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th 
December,  1839,  respecting  the  prices  of  certain 
stocks  in  the  London  and  home  markets      -  •    3      62 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  30lh  of  December,  1839,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  paid  from  the  Treasury  in  1836  to  1839,  in 
payment  of  private  claims  under  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress -  -  -  -  .  -    3      70 

CSommunicating  a  list  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States 
which  did,  or  which  did  not,  stop  specie  payments 
daring  the  suspension  of  1839,  and  of  those  which 
bave  resumed  specie  payments        -  .  -    3      72 
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h  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1840,  showing  the  condition  of  the  two  per 
cent,  fund,  reserved  for  making  a  road  or  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  State  of  Mississippi  -  ^  -    3      76        1 
b  compliance  with  a  resohition  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 
January,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of  duties 
ftom,  and  the  description  of  papers  furnished  to,  ves- 
aeb  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  -            -  -    3      83        1 
Tnoanitting  statements  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  that  depart- 
mcnt  during  the  year  1839  -            -            -            -    3      88        1 
Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Arkansas  river           -            -            -  -    3    102        1 
TraDsmitting  statements  of  the  contracts  made  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  during  the  year  1839,  and  the  ex- 
penditures from  the  marine  hospital  fund  during  the 

year  1838 4    142        1 

h  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  of 
January,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  donation  claims  or 
settlement  rights  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  under 
the  acts  of  25th  April,  1812,  and  3d  March,  1819  -  4  149  1 
Incompliance,  in  part,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of 
the  30th  December,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  canal  -  •  •  -  4  155  1 
Tiinsmittinfi'  a  statement  of  payments  made  on  account  of 

miscellaneous  claims  during  the  year  1839  -  -    4    167        1 

h  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th  De- 
cember, 1839,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Govern- 
ment drafts  by  the  deposile  banks  since  .the  general 
resumption  of  specie  payments  in  1838        -  -    6    235        1 

Incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  showing  the 
amount  of  receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  the 
five  per  cent  fund  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands 
lying  within  the  State  of  Alabama   -  -  -    5    259         1 

lo  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December, 

1839,  transmitting  statements  of  the   amounts  of 
duties  received,  and  drawbacks  paid  on  the  same, 

since  1833 6    275        1 

Incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  with  state- 
ments showing  the  imports  and  exports  of  gold  and 
alver  coin  and  bullion,  and  the  annual  comage  at 
the  mints,  to  the  year  1839  -  -  -  -    6    290        1 

Incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  quantity  and  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the 
Stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  -    6    298        1 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  payments  and  deposites  of  Treasury  notes     -    6    316        1 

Incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  16th  April, 

1840,  showing  the  annual  amounts  of  drawback 
paid  on  the  exportation  of  domestic  reJSned  sugar^ 
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since  the  application  of  the  drawback  sjrstem  to  that 
exportation  -  -  *  -  -    6    399 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  expenditures  of  the 

Government  from  1824  to  1839,  inclusive  -  -    7    460 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  special  deposites  of  the  Government  and  the 
issues  of  Treasury  notes      -  -  -  -    7    476 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of 
April,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Owen, 
on  the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  -  -  .  -  -  -    7    639 

In  compliance  with  u  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th 
of  June,  1840,  showing  the  amouut  of  revenue  re- 
ceived between  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  and  the 
firstdayof  June,  1840        -  .  -  -    8    662 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
containing  statements  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  foreign  coun- 
tries, for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839       -    8    677 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  of  the  appropriations  to  be  expended  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  since  the  location  of  the 
seat  of  Government  therein  -  -  -    8    600 

Transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  Hassler,  superintendent  of  the 
work  on  standard  weights  and  measures,  in  relation 
to  the  completion  of  the  standard  yard  measures 
prepared  for  the  several  States  under  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  1836    -  -  -  -  -    8    608 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
statements  showing  the  daily  employment  of  the 
several  officers  of  the  customs  -  -  -    8    612 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  aggregate  amount  of 
value  of  all  imports,  deducting  resliipments,  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  duties  collected  in  each  State  of 
the  Union  since  1821  -  -  -  -    8    621 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Annual,  accompanying  the  Presidents  message      -  -     1         1 

(For  accompanying  documents,  see  Presidents  annual 
message.) 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  rejected  applications 

for  pensions  during  the  year  1839   -  -  -     1      10 

Transmitting  statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
War  Department,  and  of  the  oOices  and  bureaus  at- 
tached thereto,  during  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1839 2      22 

Recommending  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  a  number  of  Stockbridge  and  Munsee 
Indians       -  -  -  -  -  -    2      42 

yYansmhiing  a  statement  showing  the  contingent  expenses 

of  the  military  establishment  during  the  year  1839    2      48 
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In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27Ch 
of  December,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  permitting  offi- 
cers of  the  army  to  retire  on  half  pay  -  -    2      49 
Conununicating  reports  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical 
Engineers,  and  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  with  a  de« 
tailed  statenoent  of  the  history  and  progress  of  the 
works  under  their  charge    -           -           •  -    2      58 
In  relation  to  the  information  required*  by  the  Senate,  per 
resolution  of  30th  December,  1839,  respecting  tlie 
amounts  drawn  fron)  the  Treasury  in  each  of  the 
last  five  years,  in  consequence  of  special  legislation 
upon  private  claims            -           -           -  -    3      70 

Transmitting  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 

service  of  the  Indian  Department  for  1840  •  -    3      73 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th 
January,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of 
Rock  island,  in  Illinois,  as  a  military  post  -  -    3      89 

Transmitting  statements  of  the  appropriations  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  service  of  the  War  Department  during 
the  year  1839,  with  the  balances  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year      -        »*  -  -    3      99 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
estimates  showing  the  cost  of  the  extension  and 
completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  to  Jefferson  city, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri^      -  -  -  -    3    122 

Tiaosmitting  a  statement  showing  the  names  and  compen- 
sation ol  the  persons  employed  in  the  Indian  De- 
partment during  the  year  1839        -  -  •    4    126 
Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of 
December,  1839,  showing  the  massacres  committed, 
and  the  property  destroyed,  by  the  hostile  Indians 
in  Florida  -            -           -            -            -            -    4    130 

Transmitting  copies  of  reports  of  the  Topographical  Bu- 
reau, with  maps,  in  relation  to  internal  improve- 
ments in  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  of  January, 

1840 4    140 

Transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 

United  States  for  the  year  1839       -  -  -    4    148 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  14lh  January,  1840,  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  to  investigate  the  claims  ngainst  the 
Miami  Indians  for  the  year  1839     -  -  -     4     164 

la  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th 
February,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  relative  cost  and 
superiority  of  brass  and  iron  cannon  -  -    4    165 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  clerks 
employed  in  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1839  -  -  -    4    166 
^        Transmiuing  statements  of  contracts  made  by  the  War  De- 
,                  ftktimenidwTiugibejrear  1839       «            •            .4    Igg 
Z                            '       "        • 
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Tmnsmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  the  arms  manufactured,  for  the  year 
1839 4    176        1 

To  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mihtary  Affairs,  in 
relation  to  the  employment  of  bloodhounds  against 
the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida  -  -  -    4     187        1 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  a  line  of  military-posts  from  the 
Missouri  to  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river  -  -    5    231         1 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th 
March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
and  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians         '   -    6    297        1 

Ib  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th 
February,  1840,  with  copies  of  reports,^  plans,  and 
estimates,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Neenah,  Wis- 
konsin,  and  Rock  rivers ;  ihe  improvement  of  the 
haven  of  Rock  river ;  aud  the  construction  of  a  pier 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  Winnebago  lake  -    6    318        1 

Recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  certain 

Cherokee  Indians    -  -  -  -  -    6    320        1 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  I2th 
March,  1840,  exhibiting  the  present  state  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  existed,  and  the  arrangements 
made,  or  attempted  to  be  made,  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Cherokee  people        -  -  -    6     347         1 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  24th  March,  1840,  relative  to  the  plan  pro- 
posed for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier ;  also, 
what  tribes  of  Indians  inhabit  the  country  immedi- 
ately west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  -  -    6    379         1 

In  relation  to  the  claim  of  George  C.  Johnston  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  debts  due  him  bv  the  Shawnee  In- 
dians -  -  -        '  .  .  .    6    413        1 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th 
March,  1840,  relative  to  the  application  of  a  mineral 
solution  to  the  preservation  of  timber,  called  "  Kyan- 
izing" 6    428        1 

I|l  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  construction  of  piers  at  the  towns  of  Racine  and 
Southport,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  -    6    444         1 

In  relation  to  the  survey  of  a  site  for  a  fortification  on  the 

coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi      -  -  -    7    490        1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  3d  June,  1840,  a  copy  of  Captain  Saun- 
ders's report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  -  -  -  -  -  -    7    530        I 

Tiansmitting  a  plan  for  the  re  organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  with  liis  explanatory  letter  of  the 
9th  April,  1840;  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
CkHnmittee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, submitted  January  17, 1817|  January  9, 1818^ 
^        Mod  January  22,  1819        ;  -  -  «    7    531        L 
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TransmittiDfi;,  m  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate otthe  29th  May.  1840,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pea  Patch  island        -    7    633        1 

On  tbe  re-organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  20th  March,  1840,  and  his  explanatory  letter 
of  the  8th  April,  1840 ;  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  2 1st  January,  1790  ;  two  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  accompanying  bills,  of  January  17, 
1817,  and  January  9, 1818  ;  the  act  of  May  8, 1792, 
"more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence,^ &c. ;  and  the  act  of  March  2,  1803,  "  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  entitled  <  An  act  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,' "  &c.        -  -    8    660        1 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVT. 

iimaai  report,  accompanying^  the  President's  message       -    1        1    63L 
(For  accompanying  documents,  see  President's  an- 
nual message.) 

Transmitting  statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
naval  establishment,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
September,  1839  -  -  -  -    2      23        1 

Slowing  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  oflSces  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  tf  the 
Navy  Commissioners,  during  the  year  1839  -    3     103         1 

IVunmitting  statements  of  appropriations  and  expenditures 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839,  with  the 
balances  remaining  in  the  Treasury  -    3    121        I 

b  compliance  with  a  resolotion  of  the  Senate,  in  relation 
to  the  rank  and  commissions  of  Charles  Wilkes,  jr., 
and  William  L.  Hudson,  of  the  United  States  navy  .    6    324        1 

h  relation  to  the  sale  of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes, 
and  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in  depre- 
ciated currency,  by  the  agents  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment -  .  -  .    6    400        1 

Truismitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by 

tbe  Navy  Commissioners  during  the  year  1839       -    6    429        L 

lo  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th 
March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  im- 
proved boarding-pistols  and  rifles  invented  by  Samuel 
Colt  - 7    503        1. 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  report  of  the  board  of  officers  appointed  to 
witness  an  exhibition  of  Mighill  Nutting's  patent 
cylinder  fire-arms   -  -  -  -    7    668        I 

REPORTS   FROM    THE    POSTMASTER   GENERAL. 

lomial,  accompanying  the  President's  message  -    1        1    61S 

Tkusottttiog  a  statement  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  Post  OMce  Department  dur 

1839 2      »        - 
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TransmittiDg:  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Post  Office^Department  during  me  year  1839  -    2      64        1 

In  relation  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  steamboats  -    6    338        1 

In  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for  depre- 
ciated currency,  and  the  payment  of  Government 
creditors  in  such  currency,  by  agents  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  -  -  -  -  -    6    406        1 

In  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for  depre- 
ciated currency,  and  the  payment  of  Government 
creditors  in  such  currency,  by  agents  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  -  -  -  -  -    6    427        1 

REPORT   FROM    THE    COMMISSIONKR  OF   THE   GENERAI.  LAND  OFFICE* 

Exhibiting  the  operations  connected  with  the  General  Land 
Office  in  1839,  accompanied  with  tabular  statements 
of  lands  sold,  reports  of  surveys,  diagrams,  dbc. 
(annual) 2      21        1 

REPORT    FROM    THE   COMMISSIONER   OF    PATENTS. 

Annual  report  showing  the  operations  of  the  Patent  Office 

during  the  year  1839  -  -  -  -    3     111        1 

REPORTS   FROM    THE   COMMISSIONER   OF   PENSIONS. 

Annual  report,  accompanying  the  President's  message        -  1        1  319 

On  the  claim  of  Conrad  Widrig    -            -            -           -  7  623  1 
On  the  claims  of  Isaac  Austin,  Elijah  Blodget,  Stephen 

Appleby,  Isaac  Boyd,  and  William  Glover  -            -  8  591  1 

REPORTS    FROM    THE    SECRETARY   OF   THE    SENATE. 

Ck>mmunicating  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  during  the  year  end- 
ing December  3,  1839        -  -        •    -  -    2      24        1 

With  a  statement  of  appropriations,  offices  created,  and  the 
salaries  thereof,  and  of  offices  the  salaries  of  which 
have  been  increased,  with  the  amount  of  such  in- 
crease, during  the  1st  session  26th  Congress  -    9    620        t 

MOTIONS    OR    RESOLUTIONS    IN    THE    SENATE. 

Of  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation  to  the  legislative  power  of  the 

Union  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  several  States      -    2      18        t 
Of  Mr.  Linn,  in  relation  to  the  occupation  and  settlement 

of  the  Oregon  territory       -  -  -  -    2      26        1 

Of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  in 
I .        xelation  to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  as- 
sume the  debts  of  the  several  States  -  -    8      4&        I 
■€¥*  JCh  Tappan,  to  amend  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses 
^       iffCoppess           ^           .           .                      .    4    157        1 
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Of  Mr.  CritteDden,  in  relation  to  the  indebtedness  of  the 
States,  and  the  propriety  of  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  them  -    4    161 

Of  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation  to  the  regulation  of  foreign  com- 
merce        -  -  -  -  -  -    4     162 

Of  Mr.  Norvell,  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Buchanan  to  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  select 
committee  on  the  assumption  by  the  United  States 
of  the  debts  of  the  several  States    -  -  -    6    197 

Of  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  relation  to  the  national  rights  of  vessels 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports,  and 
the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those  cir- 
cumstances -  -  -  -  -    5    248 

Of  Mr.  White,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the 

Government,  and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes        -    6    418 

Of  Mr.  Pierce,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims  for  revo- 
lutionary services    -  -  -  -  -7    477 

Of  Mr.  Webster,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  postage  on 

letters         -  -  -  -  -  -    7    547 

REPORTS   OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON   FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

Oq  the  resolution  '^  in  relation  to  the  national  rights  of  ves- 
sels forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  pons, 
and  the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enlerprise  under  those 
circumstances"       -  -  -  -  -    6    378 

Od  the  several  messages  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  communicating  certain  ofHcial  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  territory  in  dispute  . 
with  Great  Britain  on  our  northeastern  frontier; 
and  also  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maine  on  the  same  subject  -  -  -  - 

On  the  memorial  of  William  D.  Jones       .  -  - 

On  the  bill  CH.  R.  Ill)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  H.  Everett 

REPORTS   OF    THE   COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 

On  the  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communi- 
cating information  relative  to  the  fiscal  regulations  of 
foreign  countries     -  -  -  -  -    4    124        1^ 

On  the  petition  of  Louisa  S.  Owen,  widow  of  G.  W.  Owen, 

deceased     -  -  -  -  -  -    8    567        1 

On  the  petition  of  David  Green     •  -  -  -    8    568        I 

REPORTS   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON   COMBIERCE. 

On  the  petition  of  Enoch  Baldwin  -  -  -    3      75        I^ 

On  the  memorial  of  the  Western  Steamship  Company  of 
Bristol,  the  British  and  American  Steamship  Naviga- 
tion Company  of  London,  and  the  Transatlantic 
Steamibip  CooDpany  of  Liverpool  -  -   .        *    3    123        !> 
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On  the  resolution  to  inquire  whether  the  law  regulating 
vessels  propelled  by  steam  does  not  require  amend- 
ment, together  with  sundry  petitions  and  memorials 
on  the  same  subject  -  -  -  -    5    241 

On  the  memorial  of  Aaron  Vail     -  -  -  -    6    307 

On  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  steamers  running  between  Boston  and 
the  British  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  may  be  relieved 
from  the  limitations  of  the  act  of  1819.  respecting 
the  number  of  passengers  permitted  to  be  taken  on 
board  -  -  -  -  -    6    390 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Milnor  and  John  Thompson      -    6    393 

On  the  propriety  of  extending  the  port  of  New  Orleans     -    6    441 

On  the  communication  of  Mr.  Lepaute  to  Mr.  Davis,  on 

lights '    -    7    474 

On  the  petition  of  a  mercantile  house  in  Nova  Scotia,  pray- 
a  remission  of  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  British 
brigantine  Rob  Roy,  which  was  wrecked,  and  her 
cargo  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  salvors       -  -    7    476 

On  the  expediency  of  modilying  the  law  in  relation  to  sea- 
men discharged  in  foreign  ports       -  -  -     7    538 

On  the  memorial  of  certain  officers  of  the  revenue  service 
who  were  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  .       .     -  .  -  -    8    589 

On  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Smith,  to  be  allowed  a  bounty 

on  the  schooner  Lily  -  -  -  -    8    602 

REPORTS   OP   THE   COMMITTEE   ON    INDIAN    AFFAIRS. 

On  the  petitioD  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock  -  -  -    3     105 

On  the  petition  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock  -  -  -    6    361 

On  the  petition  of  James  L.  Schoolcraft      -  -  -    6    416 

REPORTS    OP  THE   COMMITTER   ON   MILITARY    AFFAIRS. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 

Mobile        -  -  -  -  -    4    132 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Grignon  -  -  -  -    4     134 

On  a  document  submitted  by  Mr.  Nicliolas,  relating  to  the 
bill  (S.  246)  for  the  organization  of  a  company  of 
sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers       -  -  -    5    237 

On  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  settlement  and  payment  of  the  claim  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  for  services  of  her  militia  in  the  pro- 
tection of  the  northeastern  frontier  in  1839  -  -     6     419 

On  the  bill  to  provide  for  satisfying  outstanding  claims  to 
bounty  lands  for  military  services  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  (fcc.   '    -  -  -  -    8    683 

On  the  petition  of  H.  L.  Thistle      -  -  -  -    8    617 

On  the  expediency  of  requiring  forts  to  be  erected  on  the 
western  extremity  of  Ship  Island,  and  on  the  bar  or 
middle  ground  between  Cat  and  Ship  Islands,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  -  -  -  -  -    8    618 
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REPORT  OF  TU£  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  MILITIA. 

Oaso  much  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  as  relates 

to  the  reorganization  and  discipline  of  the  mihtia    -    7    509        1 

REPORTS    OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON    NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 

ODthe  memoriaL  of  Josiah  Sturges  *         -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  William  Easby  -  -  -  - 

On  the  memorial  of  Andrew  Armstrong     .  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Fry         .... 

On  the  memorial  of  Julia  L.,  widow  of  the  late  Capt.  Weed 
On  the  petition  of  Archibald  S.  Campbell,  late  a  lieutenant 

in  the  navy  of  the  United  States      -  -  -    3      77 

On  the  memorial  of  Josiah  Sturges,  and  others,  of  the  revenue- 
cutter  service  -  -  -  -  -    3      79 

On  the  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  respecting  navy  pensions, 
and  making  further  provisions  in  relation  td  navy 
pensions      ------ 

On  the  petition  of  Irvine  Shubrick 

On  the  memorial  of  Ann  Eliza  Laurie,  one  of  the  heirs  of 

Captain  Tarbell,  of  the  United  States  navy  - 
On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Warner 
On  the  memorial  of  John  Whitehead,  for  himself  and  others 
On  the  memorial  of  the  executors  of  Henry  Eckford 
On  the  memorial  of  Reynell  Coates  and  Walter  R.  Johnston, 

Esqs. 5    229 

On  the  petitions  of  certain  widows  of  persons  lost  in  the 
privateer  service,  and  of  John  Nants,  for  himself  and 
others,  privateer  pensioners,  praying  the  continuance 
of  their  pensions      -  -  -  -  -    5    239 

On  the  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  act  of  1834,  for  the 
better  ortranization  of  the  United  States  marine  corps 
On  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B.  Parsons    • 
On  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  pursers 
in  the  navy  -  .  .  .  . 

On  (he  petition  of  Jacob  Greaves    -  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  John  Nantz,  for  himself  and  others,  pri- 
vateer pensioners    -  -  -  -  - 
On  the  petition  of  the  administrator  of  John  B.  Fanning    - 
On  the  petition  of  William  I'lmsay 
On  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  L.  Carleton  • 
On  the  memorial  of  Prudence  C.  Loring    -            -  - 
On  the  memorial  of  James  Ware    -             -            -            - 
On  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon 
On  the  petition  of  Richard  B.  Mason 
On  the  bill  to  regulate  enlistments  in  the  array  and  navy    - 

REPORTS    OP    THE    COMMITTEE   ON   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

On  ihc  petition  of  John  L.  Norman,  under  the  Florida  reso- 
lotions  praying  a  grant  of  land  for  the  establishment 
ot  the  Dade  Jnstitate  •  -  -  *     3       6& 
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On  the  memorial  of  James  Smith,  of  Arkansas 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Laventure,  Ebenezer 

Childs,  and  Linus  Thompson 
On  the  petition  of  Henry  Wilson    -  -  -  - 

On  the  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  States  within 

whose  limits  they  respectively  lie,  (fee. 
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REPORTS  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 


On  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Anderson  Lane 

A  statement  of  facts  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn,  from  said  com- 
mittee, relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
de  Lusser   ------ 

On  the  petition  of  William  Barclay,  to  locate  land  in  right 
of  his  father,  George  Barclay 

On  the  claim  of  Joseph  Wallace    -  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  George  de  Passau 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  de  Lusser, 
and  their  legal  representatives 

On  the  petition  of  Simeon  Giron    -  -  -  . 

On  the  memorial  of  John  Compton 

On  the  memorial  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeau 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Campau 

On  the  petition  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt 

On  the  petition  of  Enoch  Evans    -  -  -  - 

On  the  bill  confirming:  the  claim  of  John  Baptiste  Lccompte 

On  the  petition  of  the  hoirs  of  Joseph  Thompson    - 

On  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  confirming  certain  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Michigan      -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Miguel  Eslava   -  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  McCarty 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  as  assignee  of  Edward 
Laurendine  ..... 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee  of  Cornelius 
McCurtin    ------ 

On  the  petition  of  Elihn  Hall  Bay 

On  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  widow  of 
Gaspard  Phiole      -  -  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee  of  George 
Tucker       ---... 

On  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Gras  - 

REPORTS    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    PENSIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  Arthur  Matthews  -  -    '        - 

On  the  petitions  of  Eunice  Starr  and  Mary  Blakesle 
On  the  petition  of  Betsey  Booth     .  -  .  - 

Ontbe  I  5  ition  of  Louis  M.  Rivard 

Ontbe  p  V.ition  of  Hannah  Allen    -  -  -  - 

Onh  bill  for  th  e  relief  of  William  Lefever 
Onhe  petition  o  f  Thomas  R.  Saunders     ... 
Go  ibe  petition  of  Elisha  Bentley  .  «  -  • 
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ion  of  l^wis  Newrisha 

ion  of  John  Bosworth  - 

tion  of  Sally,  widow  of  William  Ross    • 

Lion  of  Pamela,  widow  of  Samuel  Allen 

lion  of  Mary,  widow  of  David  Lina 

ition  of  Eliza  A.  Mellon 

im  of  A?Villis  McDonald  -  -  -  - 

ition  of  Stephen  Dunham 

tition  of  Mary,  widow  of  Benjamin  French 

lition  of  Martin  Burke    -  -  -  - 

emorial  of  John  Martin   .... 

aim  of  Hester,  widow  of  Henry  Hill 

aim  of  William  Coley      -  .  -  - 

etition  of  Phebe,  widow  of  John  Nestor    - 

«tition  of  Lewis  Lyttleton  Harper 

petition  of  Elizabeth  Johnson  and  Ann  Hughes, 

hildren  and  heirs  at  law  of  James  Vanosten 

claim  of  Benjamin  Owens  -  -  .  . 

petitiou  of  Thomas  Amerman 

petition  of  Samnel  Cozard  -  -  -  - 

petition  of  Shearborn  Dearborn 

petition  of  Richard  Elliot    -  .  .  . 

petition  of  William  Rand    .... 

petition  of  Hepzebah  Walker,  widow  of  Saml.  Walker 

petition  of  Elizabeth  Garrabrants,  widow  of  Garra- 

brant  N.  Garrabrants  . 

i  petition  of  William  Ferguson 

B  petition  of  Jacob  Hall         .  .  .  . 

e  act  (or  the  rehef  of  Phebe  Dickman,  widow  of  John 
Dickman,  and  also  the  petition  of  said  Phebe    - 

J  Ull  (H.  R.  494)  for  the  relief  of  John  Keeler 

I  act  granting  a  pension  to  Catharine  Allen,  widow 
of  Henry  Allen        -  •  .  .  - 

J  petition  of  Lot  Stricklin      -  -  '         - 

!!  petition  of  Ambrose  Curey  -  -  -  - 

;  petition  of  Mary  Prettyman,  widow  of  Thomas  G. 
Prettyman  -  -  -  -  -  - 

I  petition  of  Mary,  widow  of  Jonas  Snow 

I  bill  (H.  R.  1 18)  granting  a  pension  to  Jno.  H.  Genther 
of  Pennsylvania      .  .  .  .  - 

I  petition  of  Margaret  Jamison,  widow  of  Samuel  Ja- 
mison -  .... 

5  bUl  (H.  R.  134)  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  A.  Cuddeback 

I  bift  panting  a  pension  to  Reuben  Murray   - 

I  bill  restoring  the  name  of  John  Lathram  to  the  pen- 
sion roll      ..---- 

I  bill  ior  the  relief  of  James  Phelps    - 

i  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Case,  widow  of 
James  Case,  deceased  .  -  .  - 

s  bill  (or  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Michael  Seitsinger  - 

» bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Bloomfield 
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On  the  bill  (H.  R.  130)  for  the  relief  of  James  DeaUey  -  7  640 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  162)  granting  a  pension  to  David  Mellen  7  641 
On  the  bill  (11.  R.  140)  granting  a  pension  to  Benjamin  Mit- 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Wiley  -  -    7    660 

On  the  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Wealthy  Barker,  widow  of  Isaac 

Barker        -  -  -  -  -  -    7    661 

On  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Stephen  Olney    -  -    7    662 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Hunter   -  -  -    7    663 

On  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Pratt,  Job  Wood^  Neil 

Shannon,  Levi  Johnston,  and  Samuel  B.  Hugo       -    7    554 
On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Headrick  -  -  -    7    665 

On  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  York,  and  granting  a 

pension  to  John  Black         -  -  -  -    8    669 

On  the  bills  severally  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Knipe,  Si- 
mon Knipe,  Robert  Lucas,  Wilfred  Knott,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Myron  Chapin  -  -  -    8     570 

On  the  bills  severally  for  the  relief  of  James  Bailey,  William 

Sloan,  Samuel  M.  Asbury,  and  Levi  M.  Roberts      -    8    571 
On  the  bills  severally  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  JStrong,  Samuel 

Brown,  and  Lieutenant  John  Allison  -  -    8     572 

On  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  1{.  Lincoln  ;  and  the 
bills  severally  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Saul,  Nathaniel 
Davis,  Barton  Hooper,  and  Isaac  Justis       -  -  .  8    573 

On  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Elijah  t'ouchee  ;  and  the 
bills  severallv  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Davis,  Jabez 
Collins,  and  Thruston  Cornell        -  -  -    8    675 

On  the  claim  of  John  McClanahan  -  -  -    8    685 

On  the  bills  severally  granlincf  a  pension  to  William  Butter- 
field  and  John  Brown,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

David  Wilson 8    586 

On  the  bills  severally  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  McCullock 
and  Uobert  Whittett,  ^and  granting  a  pension  to 
Lyman  C.  Cook      -  -  -  .  -    8    587 

REPORTS    OF    THK    COMMITTEE    OF    CLAIMS, 

On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Paxton 

On  the  petition  of  E.  W.  and  H.  Smith     - 

On  the  petition  of  Converse  &  Recs 

On  the  petition  of  William  Cox     .... 

On  the  petition  of  John  H.  Piatt's  legal  representatives     - 

On  the  petition  of  John  Burke       .  .  .  . 

On  the  petition  of  Ccorge  Whitman 

On  the  petition  of  David  Stone      .... 

On  the  petition  of  John  H.  Mcintosh 

On  the  petition  of  George  W.  Paschal 

On  the  claim  of  General  Dnncan  L.  Clinch 

On  the  petition  of  James  Tongue,  John  Scrivener,  and  the 

administrator  of  William  Hodson    - 
On  the  petition  of  Jacob  Dunham 
Oa  the  petition  of  William  UaxAins 
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namorial  of  Biitton  Evans 

ledtion  of  Thonuui  Elliott 

letition  of  David  Taylor    .... 

Hlition  of  John  Morton  and  John  S.  Lanrabee,  sure- 

iiiof  Walter  Sheldon         .... 

petition  of  Josej^  Radcliff 

petition  of  Sarah  Ralston  .... 

petition  of  John  Purdy      .... 

petition  of  Fleming  Wood 

petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  G.  Mackall    - 

petition  of  Abraham  Williamson    • 

[letition  of  James  B.  Morgan 

Quemorial  of  William  Morrow 

claim  of  Adam  Hall  .... 

petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Ireland 

slaim  of  Fjpancis  Gehon,  late  marshal  of  the  Terri- 

jry  of  Wiskonsin   -  .  .  -  . 

tnemorial  of  William  McMahon 

Doemorial  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton 

petition  of  Zachariah  and  Robert  W.  Williams 

petition  of  Clements,  Bryan,  6c  Co. 

memorial  of  A.  C.  Holliuger 

petition  of  John  W.  Thompson 

petition  of  James  Morgan  .... 

Gtition  of  Hugh  Stewart  -  -  -  - 

llanthorizing  payment  of  certain  moneys  to  Don 
Cailos  Dehault  Delassus 
petition  of  H.  Lucas  and  A.  P.  King 
bfll  (H.  R.  44)  for  the  relief  of  Thos.  Fillebrownjr. 
petiuon  of  John  Scrivener,  and  the  bill  and  report 
lecomniitted  to  them  in  the  cases  of  James  Tongue 
ind  the  administrator  of  William  Hodson  - 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  John  Chalmers 
claim  of  N.  G.  Hamilton     -  -  -  - 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Phelps  and  the  heirs 
>f  Charles  Landon,  deceased  -  - 

bill  (H.  R.  43)  for  iho  relief  of  William  Bailey,  sur- 
rivor  of  Bailey  &  Delord     .... 

bill  (H.  R.  38)  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vliet 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  46)  ihx  the  relief  of  John  T.  Ad- 
Icnos,  executor  of  John  Addoms     -  -  -    6    374        1 

memorial  of  William  Duncan,  attorney  of  AbnerL. 
Duncan       -  -  -  -  -  -    6    384        1 

claim  of  James  H.  Relfe,  marshal  of  the  district  of 

Slissouri      -  -  -  -    6    385        1 

bilI(H.R.  No.  32)  for  the  relief  of  John  Howe      -    6    388        1 
memorial  of  D.  S.  Gardiner,  attorney-  for  James 
Brooks^  Allen  Osteen,  Andrew  Hopkins,  Charles 
Jdffiin,  and  Archibald  Williams      -  -  -    6    395        1 

memorial  of  John  Nicholson,  executor  of  Abner  L. 
j^mctui  -    6    396        i 
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W/iiiir  -     4     159 

Oil  Hf«<  I*'  Mll/^M  iif  Mwufil  llnlynki'.^  nrid  otlicr heirs -at-law 

/iniHi'h"^  tMlinii  .  -    5    207 
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stitioii  of  Jacob  Kerr,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y. 

Bdtkm  of  James  McCally 

edtion  ^f  John  Johnston,  formerly  Indian  agent  at 

Mjoa  -  ..... 

BMiDn  of  William  M.  Sneed,  Stephen  K.  Sneed, 

id  Richard  Sneed  .... 

dition  of  William  T.Rathbone    • 

nnorial  of  a  delegation  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints, 

mmoniy  called  ^^  Mormons" 

edtioa  of  Samuel  Lord     .... 

elition  of  James  Williams 

Bl  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  Joseph  Ed> 

D,  deceased  ..... 

etition  of  John  Johnson    .... 

etition  of  Thomas  Haskins  and  Ralph  Haskins  - 

edtion  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  direct- 

s  of  the  New  England  Land  Company    -  -    7    470        1 

nil  (H.  R.  No.  77)  for  the  rehef  of  the  heirs  and 

nesentatives  of  Thomas  Atkinson,  deceased       -    7    525        1 

lU  (H.  R-  No.  81)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wallis, 

id  the  heirs,  &c.,  of  Robert  Leckie,  and  of  Jere- 

nhD.  Hayden 7    526        1 

Mil  (H.  R.  No.  84)  for  the  relief  of  William  Saun- 

en  and  William  R.  Porter,  sureties  of  William 

Sids,  late  paymaster,  &c.  -  -  -    7    527        1 

bn  (H.  R.  No.  295)  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Rob- 

sHand  WilUamDctherage  -  -  -    7    536        I 

Ul  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  relief  of  John  Roberts    7    537        1 

■8  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  THE   POST   OFFICE    AND   POST  ROADS. 

letition  of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker  -  -  -  2      31  1 

petition  of  Hezekiah  Cunningham  •  -  4  147  1 

petition  of  Purdom  &  Stokes  -  -  6  422  .  I 

nemoiial  of  McCurdy  &  Whiteside  «  6  436  1 

mEPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS  AND  C.INALS. 

petition  of  Loomis  &  Gay  -  -    2      17        1 

resolution  ^'  to  inquire  what  legislation,  if  any,  is 
lecessary  to  confirm  to  Indiana  the  land  selected 
»y  her  under  the  act  of  1827,  to  grant  a  certain 
inantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the 
vaters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Ijake  Erie,  for 
Lhat  portion  of  the  canal  between  the  mouth  of  Tip- 
pecanoe river  and  Terre  Haute"  -  -  2  46  1 
I  bill  to  authorize  the  New  Albany  and  Mount  • 
Cannel  Railroad  Company  to  enter  a  quahtity  of 
bud,  to  aid  the  company  in  the  construction  of  a 
nilioad  from  Nfew  Albany,  Indiana,  to  Mount  Car- 
ind}  DliooiSy  and  for  other  purposes  -    3      78        I 
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^i*  ii,  w«<au*:oii  .*£*  ihc  Senate,  in  relation  to  making  an 
ji|iytv|Hvu.x'^a  to  continue  the  construction  of  the 
0-«ii«^ofv«>l  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Mtki  ti:*-:^Ms,  the  ensuing  year,  to  complete  it  to  Jef- 
th>ott  o:n\  Missouri  -  -  -  -    4    160 

^  .i\%i  iHi'.  »>  authorize  the  purchase  of  stock  for  the  Uni- 
M  :^tes  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal 
0<v.«pany    -  -  -  -  -  -    6    284 

^V  ;i^  t^dl  granting  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River 
Osinal  Company  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  for 
purposes  therein  expressed  -  -  -    6    293 

RSPORT8    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE    DISTRICT   OP    COLUMBIA. 

Of  a  document  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of 
the  several  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Merrick         -  -  -  -    6    300 

Of  documents  relating  to  the  bill  (S.  329)  to  provide  for 
lighting  the  Capitol  and  President's  squares,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  avenue^  with  carburetted  hydrogen 
gas  -  -  -  -  -    6    434 

REPORTS    OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON   THE   LIBRARY. 

On  the  claim  of  Langtrec  &  O'Sullivan,  in  relation  to  the 

Madison  papers        -  -  -  -  -    6    251 

On  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  in  relation 

to  an  international  exchange  of  literary  publications    7    621 

On  the  expediency  of  appropriating  $500,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
Navy,  for  the  puroose  of  preserving  and  arranging 
for  inspection  and  reference  the  mineral  and  geo- 
logical specimens  belonging  to  the  Government     -    8    684 

REPORTS  OF  SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

•'On  the  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation 
to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States  -  -  -  -    4    163 

Of  the  Memoir,  by  Robert  Greenhow,  Historical  and  Politi- 
cal, on  the  Northwest  Coast  of  North  America,  and 
Adjacent  Territories  -  -  -  -    4    174 

On  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Forry,  M.  U.  -  -    6    264 

Of  the  majority  and  minority,  on  the  origin  and  character 

of  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  -  -    6    368 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.)  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  comput- 
ing tlie  mileage  of  members  of  Congress    -  -    8    699 

RESOLUTIONS,   MEMORIALS,  AND    OTHER   PROCEEDINGS    OF   fiTATS   Al 
TERRITORIAL   LEGISLATURES. 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  constructing  a 
levee  on  the  south  bank  of  Red  river,  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  Bayou  l^Eau  Bleue ;  respecting  the  va- 
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lidity  of  titles  to  land  under  French  and  Spanish 

SAts,  and  in  relation  to  the  16th  sections  in  that 
te  - 2      26        1 

the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  against  any  mea- 
«ue  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  several  States  -  -    2      27        1 

the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in  iavor  of  a  metal- 
lic currency  for  revenue  purposes,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  independent  treasury  system  -  -    2      28        1 

Ibe  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  fevbr  of  procuring  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  of  land  to  satisfy  outstanding 
military  bounty  land  warrants         -  -  -    2      30        1 

the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  in  fevor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  foundry  within  that  State    -    2      32        1 

the  L^slature  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  disposal 

of  the  public  lands  -  -  -    2      34        1 

:itizens  of.Louisiana,  for  the  repeal  of  the  naturalization 

laws 2      43        1 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  post-routes        -  -  -    2      50        1 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  a  donation 
of  land  for  the  establishment  of  a  college  in  that 
Territory     -  -  -  -  -    2      51        I 

die  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  amend- 

meat  of  the  organic  law  of  that  Territory  -  -    2      52        I 

t  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  boundary  line  between  that  Tei:ritory 
Old  the  State  of  Missouri    -  -  -  -    2      53        1 

'f  die  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  against  a  national  bank, 
the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  amoqg  the  States ;  and 
m  fiivor  of  the  independent  treasury  bill,  the  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  salt,  and  the  leading  measures 
and  policy  of  the  administrations  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son and  Martin  Van  Buren  -    3      68        I 

f the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  Francis  La- 
venture  and  others  to  land  in  said  Territory  -    3      82        1 

f4e  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  the  speedy  and 
permanent  adjustment  of  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  the  territory  of  Oregon      -  -  -    3      93        I 

Tthe  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  the  road  from  Du- 
buque to  the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  -    3      95        1 

^the  Laudative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiskon- 
sin, praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
penitentiary  in  that  Territory  -     .       -  -    3    108        I 

'^Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiskon- 
>ui;  praying  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
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harbors  at  Hilwaukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manito- 
woc, and  Sheboygan,  on  Lake  Michigan  3    112 
Of  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  prajring  the  creation  of  a 

new  land  district  in  that  State        -  •  -    3    113 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  &vor  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  States     -  -  •  -    4    133 

Of  the  Legblatnre  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  donation  of  land 
to  Peter  Houston  ^  for  his  services  in  the  revolution- 
ary war       -  -  -    4    182 
Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  fiivor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail-route  from  Tuscaloosa  to  Jack- 
son             -            -                        -  -    4    188 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  adverse  to  the  cession 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  are 
located,  and  in  fitvor  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  States  -  -  -  -    4    190 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  the  cession  to 
that  State  of  the  unsold  public  lands  within  its 
limits  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    192 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa  Territory,  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  election  of 
Governor  of  that  Territory  by  the  people  -  -  5 ,  201 
Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  Francis  La- 
venture  and  others  to  certain  lands  in  that  Territo- 
ry     6    202 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indixma,  to  obtain  the  establishment 
of  a  mail-route  from  Springville,  in  Laurence  coun- 
ty, via  Virginia  Furnace  and  Stamford,  in  Monroe 
county,  White  Hall  and  Spencer,  in  Owen  county, 
and  Greencastle,  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  to 
Crawfordsville,  in  Montgomery  county       -  -    5    211 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  to 
establish  an  asylum  for  the  deaf,  and  dumb,  and 
blind  -  -  -  -  -    6    212 

Of  the  I  legislature  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 

the  iwssagc  of  the  independent  treasury  bill  -    5    222 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  praying  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
the  moutli  of  the  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St  Clair  -     5    242 
Of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Florida  Territory,  to 
pn)cure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
certain  lots  in  tlie  town  of  St.  Mark's,  in  that  Ter- 
ritory -  -    5    249 
Of  the  IjCgislature  of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  inde- 
pendent tn?asury     -                        -            -  .5    256 
Of  th^  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  payment  to 
that  State  of  the  value  of  the  I6lh  sections  in  the 
Chickasaw  cession,  and  a  donation  of  the  unq)pro- 
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priated  lands  in  that  State  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvement  -  -  -  -  -    6    268        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  favor  of  so  amending  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  authorize 
the  circuit  judges  of  the  United  States  to  surrender 
fbgitives  from  justice  -  -  -  -    5    273        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  a  survey  of  the 
coast  of  that  State,  ana  the  erection  of  fortifications 
on  the  same  -  -  -  -  -    6    281         1 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing a  donation  of  land  for  the  establishment  of 
manual-labor  schools  in  that  Territory        -  -    6    291         1 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Nee- 
nah,  Wiskonsin,  Rock,  Pekatonica,  Four  Lakes, 
and  Platte  rivers      -  -  -  -  -    6    292        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  adverse  to  ceding  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  and  in  fe- 
ver of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  said  lands  among  all  the  States,  &c.       -  -    6    305        I 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  praying  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  harbor  at 
Michigan  City         -  -  -  -    6    308        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  within^hat 
State  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    310        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law    6    316        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  separation  of 
the  Government  from  banks,  and  of  the  passage  of 
the  independent  treasury  bill  -  -  -    6    339        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  granting  the 

franking  privilege  to  officers  of  agricultural  societies    6    340        1 

Of  die  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 
enter,  at  the  Government  price,  eight  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  donation  of  land  to  that  State,  for  a 
seat  of  Government  -  -  -  -    6    341        I 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  improvement  of  the  t^o  White 
rivers  in  that  State  -  -  -  -    6    342    '   1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the 

duty  on  salt  -  -  -  -  -    6    343        i 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation 
for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Bayou  Bon- 
fouca  -  -  •    6    848        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  military  post  at  or  near  Alexandria,  in 
that  State    -  -  -  -  -  -    6    366        I 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  construction 
of  a  road  from  Yidalia  to   Natchitoches,  in  that 

State 6.   ?67       1 

8 
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Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  the  16th  sec- 
tions of  the  public  land  in  that  State  -  -    6    358        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a 

bankrupt  law  -  -  -  -  -    6    366        I 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  making  pro- 
vision for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  -  -    6    366       1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine^  adverse  to  a  change  in  the 
law  giving  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  fish- 
eries -  -  -  -    6    369       I 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the  occupation 
of  the  disputed  territory      -  -  -  -    6    370        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  the  northeast- 
ern boundary  -  -  -    6    371        1 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  &vor  of  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  military  defences  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  city  of  Detroit  -  -  -    6    377       I 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  for  a  donation  of  land  to 
aid  the  State  in  the  construction  of  a  ship-canal 
around  the  fells  of  St.  Mary 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law   .  .  -  . 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  cession  to  that 
State  of  the  Muscle  Shosds  canal    ... 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana^  in  &vor  of  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  law        ..... 

Of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara 

PETITI0N8    AND   MEMORIALS,  PROCEEDINGS    OF   PUBLIC  MEETINOB,  d^O. 

Of  Sdmnel  Porry,  praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  a  meteorological  and  statistical  regis- 
ter   2      19        1 

Of  Hall  J.  Kelley,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
territory,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  colony 
thereon       -  -  -  -    2     20        I 

Of  F.  A.  Chevalier  de  Gerstner,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
copyright  for  his  publications  in  this  country,  for 
a  period  of  five  years  -  -    2     2^       I 

Of  chief  warriors,  sachems,  and  chiefs  of  the  Six  and 
Seneca  nations  of  Indians,  praying  that  the  action 
of  the  Senate  on  the  treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indi- 
tes may  be  suspended        -  -  -  -    2      33        1 

Of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  a  donation  of  land 

to  settlers  in  the  Oregon  territory    -  -  -    2      40        I 

Of  the  heirs  of  James  Sympson,  for  confirmation  of  their 

title  to  a  tract  of  land  -  -  -  -    2      47        1 

Of  tbe  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  estab- 
i  lismnent  of  certain  post-routes  «  -    2      60       1 
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the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  a  donation 
of  land  for  the  establishment  of  a  college  in  that 
Territory     -  -  -  -  -  -    2      61 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  amend- 
ment of  the  organic  law  of  that  Territory  -  -    2      62 

te  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  disputea  boundary  line  between  that 
Territory  and  the  State  of  Missouri  -  -    2      68 

ilMn  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  de 
Lusser,  praying  the  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land 
in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama  -  -    2      66 

Ibe  religious  order  of  the  "  Ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart," 
at  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  that  a 
charitable  donation  sent  to  them  from  the  city  of 
Paris  may  pass  duty  free    -  -  -  -    2      67 

John  Wesley  Monette,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title 

to  certain  tracts  of  land      -  -  -  -    3      W 

Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others,  praying  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  may  be  instructed  to  make 
an  annual  report  ou  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
Union 3      61 

citizens  of  Ejist  Florida,  praying  the  organization  of 
that  portion  of  Florida  which  lies  east  of  the  Su- 
wannee river  into  a  separate  Territory        -  -    3      67 

Samuel  Norris,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a 

tract  of  land  -  -  -  -  -    3      69 

the  Western  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  praying  aid  in  the  purchase  of  a  library 
aod  instruments  and  groigid  for  a  botanic  garden, 
and  in  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  collections  -  -  -  -    3      71 

citizens  of  Racine,  in  Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying 

the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  that  place  -  -    3      74 

lie  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
iag  the  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  Francis  Laven- 
ture  and  others  to  certain  lands  in  said  Territory  -    3      82 

I  committee  of  the  American  Silk  Society,  praying  the 
aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  the  publication 
and  gratuitous  circulation  of  the  journal  of  said  so- 
ciety .  -  -  -    3      94 

he  Cairo  City  Canal  Company,  praying  a  national  ar- 
mory at  Cairo  city  -  -  -  -  -    3      96 

the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  WashingUm, 
prajring  the  improvement  and  repair  of  certain 
streets,  and  the  establishment  of  an*  hospital  and  lu- 
natic asylum,  in  said  city    -  -  -  -    3      98 

Kttlen  on  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  praying  thai 
their  pre-emption  rights  to  said  lands  may  not  be 
•fleeted  by  the  grant  to  the  <<  Polish  exiles"  -    3    118 

Tan  Dorin,  Pimse,  and  Company,  asking  a  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands,  ^r  a  raiJroad  ih>m  the 
wiuml  nf\on  m  Mksouri  io  the  MiaaM  4    131 
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Of  the  Ix)uisville  chamber  of  commerce,  praying  the  pur- 
chase, by  the  United  States,  of  the  individual  stock 
in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company      -    4    143 

Of  the  Galena  chamber  of  commerce,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river 
at  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids  -  -    4    160 

Of  Silas  M.  Stillwell  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York, 

praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law      -    4    164 

Of  Alexander  Jones,  praying  the  employment,  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  a  dredging  machine  for  the  removal  of 
sand-bars  in  the  Mississippi  and  other  western 
rivers  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    170 

Of  James  Brown  and  others,  praying  that  a  duty  may  be 

imposed  on  importations  of  silk  goods        -  -    4    171 

Of  citizens  of  Kentucky,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures 

to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  territory  -    4    172 

Of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  department  of  the  Government,  to  be  called  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Education  -    4    181 

Of  John  Hancock  and  others,  praying  an  increase  of  the 

duty  on  silk  -  -  -  -    4    183 

Of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  congress  of  nations  for  the  ad- 
justment of  international  difficulties  -  -    4    184 

Of  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  and  parasols  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
imported  silk  umbrellas  and  parasols  -  -    4    186 

Of  the  Polish  exiles,  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  to 
settle  and  cultivate  the  lands  heretofore  granted  to 
them  by  the  United  States  -  •  -    4    194 

Of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  protect  that  city  from 
the  encroachments  of  Lake  Michigan        -  -    4    195 

Of  Zadock  Martin,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption 

right  to  a  tract  of  land        -  -  -  -    6    306 

Of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Georgetown,  pray- 
ing the  extension  of  their  charter,  and  that  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown;  the 
construction  of  a  stone  bridge  over  Rock  creek ;  the 
employment  of  either  the  Potomac  bridge,  or  the 
Alexandria  aqueduct,  as  the  viaduct  for  the  Fal- 
mouth and  Alexandria  railroad ;  and  the  creation  of 
a  fund  for  schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia      -    6    220 

Of  the  Galena  chamber  of  conunerce,  praying  that  Galena 

may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  -    6    221 

Qf  mexchants  and  importers  of  foreign  goods,  praying  the 

revision  and  amendment  of  the  revenue  laws        -    6    230 

Of  citizens  of  Washiogton  city,  praying  the  renewal  and 
r        mqdifii^tion  of  the  charter  of  said  city      -  •    6    2S6 

Qf  a  committee  of  the  military  conveuUou  at  Norwich, 
Vermont,  praying  the  revision  and  alteration  of  the 
1       fy»ei»  of  (h9m}kaiyd0feiiGe9  of  Ifae  United  at«^   6   238 
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Oi  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  the  occupatibu  and  settle- 
ment  of  the  Oregon  territory,  and  the  construction 
of  a  road  thereto ;  and  remonstrating  against  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  ship-canal  across  the 
!  isthmus  of  Darien  -  -  -  -  -    6    244        1 

I     Of  citizens  of  St.  Mark's,  in  Middle  Florida,  praying  the 
i  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 

pubUc  lots  in  that  town       -  -  -  -    6    350        1 

*  Of  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  proposing  a  system  of  na- 
tional defence,  and  praying  its  adoption  by  Con- 
gress -  -  -  -  -  .'  -  6  256  1 
Of  a  number  of  stockholders  in  the  Agricultural  Bank  of 
Natchez,  residing  in  Pliiladelphia,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
from  said  bank  to  the  United  States  -  -    5    260        1 

Of  Joseph  Fawcett  and  others,  praying  Congress  to  call  a 
national  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  restraining 
and  adjusting  abuses  in  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing companies         -  -  -  -  -    6    261        1 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  passage  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  on  the  ^'  Platte 
purchase,"  in  that  Sute      -  -  -  -    5    262        I 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  creation  of  a  land 
district  and  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in 
the  "  Platte  purchase,"  in  that  State  -  -    5    263        1 

Of  the  president  and  executive  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Peace  Society,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
congress  of  nations  -  -  -  -    6    267        1. 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  passage  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law  for  the  better  protection  of  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  -  -  -  -    6    269        1 

Of  owners  and  masters  of  steamboats  running  on  Lakes 
Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan,  praying  the  amendment 
of  the  act  of  July  7, 1838, "  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  ves- 
sels propelled,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  steam"         -    6    270     «^1 

Of  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
transporting  tlie  mail  between  New  Orleans  and 
Alexandria,  on  Red  river,  from  land  to  water         -    5    274        1 

Of  citicens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up 
their  concerns         -  -  -  -  -    5    276        1 

Of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  against  the 
surrender  to  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  held 
by  that  corporation  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal 6    277        1 

Of  a  m&ting  of  citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  a  uDiform 

bankrupt  law  -  *  -  -    6    28S       1 ' 

Of  citixeus  of  Missouri,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 

impiovenieiai  of  Qunieat  river       -  -  -    6    302       1 
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Of  Sands  Stuart  and  John  Davis,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  lands  occupied 
by  them 6    303        1 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up 
their  concerns         -  -  -  -  -    6    306        1 

Of  sundry  proprietors  and  managers  of  American  steam- 
vessels,  against  certain  enactments  contained  in  the 
law  of  1&8,  relating  to  steamboats ;  with  tabular 
statements  hf  steamboat  navigation  and  accidents  in 
America  and  Great  Britain  -  -  -    6    309        1 

Of  Hiram  Powers,  praying  that  certain  works  of  art,  the 
production  of  American  artists  abroad,  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  United  States  free  of  duty  -  -    6    311        1 

Of  Moses  Coppedge,  for  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  tract  of 

land 6    321        1 

Of  citizens  of  Newton  county,  Missouri,  praying  a  dona- 
tion of  land  to  said  county  for  public  purposes,  and 
that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county 
be  allowed  the  right  of  pre-emption  -  -    6    336        1 

Of  the  clerks  in  the  custom-house  at  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  compensation      -  -  -    6    364        1 

Of  citizens  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  praying  that  that  place 

may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  -  -  -    6    366        1 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  that  William  Triplett  may 

be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  -     6    362        1 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
semi-weekly  four-horse  post-coach  line  firom  Boon- 
ville  to  Springfield,  and  there  to  connect  it  with  the 
line  firom  Little  Rock  to  Fayetteville,  in  Arkansas  -    6    363        1 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  a  recharter  of  the 

banks  in  said  city   -  -  -  -  -    6    364        1 

Of  proprietors  of  sugar  refineries,  in  relation  to  the  draw- 
back of  duties  on  refined  sugars      -  -  -    6    376        1 

Of  the  oflScers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  "  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  line  and  stafi"  of  the  army  "         -    6    376        1 

Of  citizens  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  imported  silks        -    6    380        1 

Of  citizens  of  De  Kalb  county,  Illinois,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  the  punishment  awarded  to  William  L. 
Mackenzie  for  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws      -    6    389        1 

Of  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty 

on  fish  imported  fix)m  Canada         -  -  -    6    39S        1 

Of  a  committee  of  the  pilots  of  Delaware  bay  and  river, 
praying  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1^7, 
"  concerning  pilots"  -  -  -  -    6    394        1 

Of  a  number  of  Missouri  volunteers,  praying  a  settlement 

of  their  accounts  for  services  in  Florida     -  .    6    406        1 

Of  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce,  against  the  repeal 

of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837,  «<  couceimng  pilots''  •    7    465       1 
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Of  citizens  of  Cteorgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  the  adoption  of  measures  to  compel  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie 
payments,  or  to  wind  up  their  concerns      -  -    7    466        1 

Of  citizens  of  Wiskonsin,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the 
tide  of  Francis  Laventure  and  others  to  certain  lands 
inMilwankie  -  -  -  -  -    7    468        1 

Of  dtizens  of  Illinois,  pra3ring  a  grant  of  land,  for  the  con- 
stmction  of  a  railroad  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  to  the  several  States  through  which 
said  road  may  pass  -  -  -  -    7    469        1 

Of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  100)  « to  insure  the  more  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports"  -  -  -  -    7    461        1 

Of  Nathan  Ranney,  collector  of  the  port  of  St  Louis,  Mo., 

praying  an  increase  of  compensation  -  •    7    462        1 

Of  the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  the 

passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  -  -  -  -    7    469        1 

Of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  100)  « to  insure  the  more  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports"  -  -  -  -    7    471        1 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  m  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind 
up  their  concerns    -  -  -  -  -    7    479        1 

Of  hatters  in  the  city  and  Sfate  of  New  York,  praying  the 

imposition  of  a  duty  on  silk  hats    -  -  -    7    480        1 

Of  ddzens  of  Geoi^town,  D.  C,  praying  the  recharter  of 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  that  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  may  not  be  com- 
pelled to  resume  specie  payments  before  a  general 
resumption  takes  place  in  Maryland  and  Vii^inia  -    7    487        I 

Of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersejr, 
and  Delaware,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade  -  -    7    491        1 

Of  numerous  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  an  appropriation 

of  public  lands  for  the  improvement  of  Rock  river  -    7    492        1 

Of  Samuel  Martin,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  letter 

postage       -  -  -  -  -  -    7    602        1 

Of  the  resident  and  trustees  of  the  town  of  Green  Bay, 
Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  a  confirmation  of  the 
act  of  the  Liegislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory 
incorporatinff  said  town      -  -  -  -    7    604        1 

Of  the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
amendment  of  the  bill  (S.  324)  to  establish  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States 7    606        1 

Of  meichants  and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
•f  bukraplcy  thioughout  the  United  Sutes  -    7    513       \ 
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Of  citizens  of  the  Oregon  territory,  praying  the  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  that  territory    -  -  -  -  -    7    614 

Of  Mary  W.  Thompson,  praying  compensation  for  extra 
services  rendered  by  her  late  husband  while  an  offi- 
cer in  the  United  States  army         -  -  -    7    616 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  a  renewal  and 

modification  of  the  charter  of  said  city        -  -    7    618 

.  Of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others,  prajing  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture  may  be  instructed  to  make  an 
annual  report  on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
Union         -  -  -  -  -  -    7    619 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
post-route  firom  the  mouth  of  the  Nodaway  river,  via 
Elliott  and  Samuels's  store,  to  William  Tharp's ;  and 
a  post  office  at  said  Elliott  and  Samuels's  store       -    7    620 

Of  underwriters  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837,  con- 
cerning pilots  -  -  -  -    7    632 

Of  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  amend- 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  18,  1840. 

biibTiiitted,  ami  ordered  lo  be  {uinted. 


.1  .N'oRVELL  submitted  the  tollowing  amendment,  as  a  substitute  to  the 
.'jnendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  BuchanaUt,  to  the  resolutions  reported  by 
(he  Select  Committee,  on  the  assumption,  by  the  United  States,  of  the  debts 
of  the  several  States: 

Rtsolvfjd.  That,  while  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  fulljr  impressed 
vith  the  importance  and  correctness  of  the  principles  contained  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  create  any  doubt  of  the 
CGDstitutional  ri^ht  of  the  States  to  contract  debts,  nor  of  their  resources, 
<lis[«smon,  or  ability,  to  fulfil  the  engagements  which  they  have  contracted, 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  as  well  as  for  other  objects  within 
ibe  range  of  their  reserved  powers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  18,  1840.  ^ . 

Submiued,  aod  ordered  to  be  printed.  /<'W  tV^*^ 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following  '-  ^LJ- 

REPORT: 

mmiUee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Fleming 
i^  fraying'  indemyiification  for  losses  occasioned  by  a  seizure  and 
ivmof  goods  by  United  States  officers^  for  an  alleged  violation  of 
vws  regulating  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes^  report : 

[  they  made  application  to  the  War  Department  for  such  informalioa 
» ia  possession  of,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  the  goods,  and  the  claim 
ttdtioner,  and  have  been  furnished  with  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
of  Indian  Afiiiirs  on  the  case,  together  with  the  correspondence  be- 
the  petitioner,  the  a^nts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Commissioner 
m  AflEairs  ;  all  of  which,  that  is  deemed  of  importance  to  a  correct  un- 
nfiog  of  the  merits  of  the  claim,  is  hereunto  annexed.  As  the  com* 
tan  of  opinion,  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  is  fully  sustained 
I  kw  and  the  facts  in  the  case,  they  adopt  that  as  a  part  of  their  report, 
'    '   the  following  resolution  : 


irfoetf,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


LETTERS   ACCOMPANYING   THIS   REPORT. 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  Mr.  Hubbard. 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Captain  Armstrong  to  Governor  Stokes. 

Governor  Stokes  to  Captain  Armstrong. 

Captain  Armstrong  to  Messrs.  Wood  £  Harris. 

Same  to  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Mevrs.  Wood  &  Harris  to  same. 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Captain  Armstrong. 

fame  to  Messrs.  Wood  &  Harris. 

?.  Wood  to  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

d>mn]issioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  F.  Wood 

jnpiAiu  J.  Stuart  to  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

ftiresy  primers. 


A. 

War  Department,  February  15, 1840. 
Sir:  I  have  the  hoaor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  and  accompanying  documents,  upon  the  memorial 
of  Fleming  Wood,  praying  indemnity  lor  goods  seized  for  a  violation  of  the 
law  regulating  trade  with  the  Indians,  which  was  referred  by  your  letter 
of  the  28lh  ult.  The  memorial  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 
Hon.  H.  Hubbard, 

Chairman  CommUtee  on  Claifns, 

U.  S.  Senate. 


B. 

War  Department, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  February  13, 1840. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  lbs 
information,  which  is  in  possession  of  this  office,  in  relation  to  the  claim  «C 
Fleming  Wood  lor  indemnity  for  the  seizure  and  detention  of  propeity^in  ' 
account  of  an  alleged  violation  of  the  intercourse  law  of  1834 ;  the  maBMe^ ' 
rial  of  the  claimant  having  been  enclosed  to  you  by  Honorable  H.  Uubbai^ 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  tUl ' 
office.  ' 

It  appears  that,  in  July,  1837,  a  license  was  granted,  by  M.  Stokes,  Em^  ' 
agent  for  the  Cherokees,  to  Messrs.  Wood  &,  Harris,  to  trade  with  Choil ' 
Indians,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  nM^ 
late  trade  and  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes,  &c.,  approved  June  30,  ISot^  '- 
which  prohibits  any  trading  with  Indians,  in  the  Indian  country,  witmmt  - 
such  Uccnse ;  that,  having  been  informed  of  this  fact,  and  that  Messrs.  Wood  * 
&  Harris  were  then  erecting  huuses  for  the  purpose,  in  the  Cherokee  m- 
tion,  near  the  Arkansas  line,  and  opposite  to  Fort  Smith,  where  they  had  ' 
another  store.  Captain  William  Armstrong,  acting  superintendent  of  the 
Western  Territory,  on  the  9th  September,  1837,  apprized  the  Cherokee  agent 
that  (in  virtue  of  authority  conferred  upon  him  by  the  same  section  ofjthe 
act)  he  would  "  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  revoking  said  liceaie^ 
as  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  keep  the  Indians  from  visiting  the 
line  as  njuch  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  liquor  into  the  In- 
dian country,  and  other  violations  of  the  law ;"  and  that  Mr.  Stokes  do- ' 
clining  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  superintendent,  the  latter,  on  the  12th 
December,  did  revoke  the  license,  and  prohibit  the  parties  from  further  \ 
trading  under  it  until  the  case  was  submitted  to  this  office  for  approval  or 
otherwise  I  adding,  that  "  this  notice  would  have  been  given  you  sooner,  but 
for  the  absence  ot  both  of  you  from  Fort  Smith."    On  the  same  day  (12th 
December)  Captain  Armstrong  reported  the  facts  to  this  office,  and  assigned 
as  reasons  for  the  course  adopted,  the  bad  policy  of  permitting  the  establish- 
ment of  trading-houses  directly  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  territory,  and  the 
fact  that  "  Messrs  Wood  <fc  Ilarris  have  now  a  store  in  Fort  Smith,  and 
are  among  the  largest  whiskey-dealers  on  the  line,  and  their  new  store  if  ^ 
ia  sight  oa  the  opjposite  bank  of  the  Arkansas,"    The  section  of  the  inter-  \ 
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eoQTse  act,  above  quoted,  authorizes  the  superintendent  of  the  district  to  re- 
voke and  cancel  a  license  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  improper 
DfBnmt  the  person  licensed  to  remain  in  the  Indian  country,  and  directs 
4»ii» trade  with  the  tribes  within  that  country  shall  be  carried  on  in  it, 
^atx^  at  certain  suitable  and  convenient  places,  to  be  designated  from  time 
toUneby  the  superintendents,  agents,  and  snb  agents,  and  to  be  inserted  in 
the^se  •"  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  same  dale,  "  to  provide  for  the  or- 
guiizatioQ  of   the    Department  of  hidian  Affairs,"  enacts  "that  superin* 
teodeotsof  Indian  affairs  shall,  within  their  several  superintendencies,  ex- 
eidR  a  general   supervision  and  control  over  the  official  conduct  and 
aceoontsof  all  officers  and  persons  employed  by  the  Government  in  the 
faliaa  Department,  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the 
ftesidenl  of  tlie  United  States ;"  and  the  regulations  prescribed  under  it  im- 
pose upon  this  class  of  officers  the  general  duty  of  superintending:  and  con- 
tiolliDg  the  intercourse  between  the  Indians  and  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
toifbom  alone  licenses  are  allowed  to  be  granted.     The  right  of  the  acting 
saperintendent  to  revoke  the  license  in  question  cannot,  therefore,  be  doubted, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  for  the  reasons  given,  was  admitted,  and 
the  revocation  approved  on  the  20th  January,  1838.    It  further  appears 
that,  on  receipt  of  the  letter  of  that  date  from  this  office,  Captain  Armstrong 
nntified  the  parties  of  its  tenor,  and  again  directed  them  to  cease  from  trading. 
Thii  iDJauction  was,  however,  disregarded,  and,  aftei  the  lapse  of  about  one 
BODth,  he  called  upon  the  military  to  enforce  it,  and  to  seize  the  goods,  in 
eoDfarmity  to  the  requirements  of  the  4th  section  of  the  intercourse  law, 
vfaidi  directs,  "  that  any  person,  other  than  an  Indian,  who  shall  attempt  to 
Made  in  the  Indian  country  as  a  trader,  or  to  introduce  goods  or  to  trade 
Amhd,  vithout  such  license,  shall  forfeit  all  merchandise  offered  for  sale  to 
fliehdiBns  or  found  in  his  possession,  and  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay 
Ihtflni  of  five  hundred  dollars ;"  and,  by  virtue  of  the  23d  section  of  the 
aune  act,  which  authorizes  the  employment  of  the  military  force  of  the 
Dntod  States  "in  preventing  the  introduction  of  persons  and  property  into 
the  hdiaa  country  contrary  to  law,"  this  was  accordingly  done,  after  the 
opimtion  of  another  month,  and  some  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  agents 
«f  Ihe  traders,  the  latter  being  absent.    The  goods  were  turned  over  to  tha 
DBled  States  marshal  for  the  Arkansas  district,  and  the  prosecuting  attomej^ 
nqKsted  to  institute  the  proper  proceedings  in  the  name  of  the  United  States^ 
The  transcript  of  the  record  and  judgment  in  the  case,  which  accompanies 
Immemorial,  shows  the  result. 

Prom  this  statement  of  the  facts,  it  appears  that  the  memorialist  has  no 
JM  claim  against  the  United  States  for  indemnity.     A  copy  of  so  much  of 
the  correspondence  of  this  office  as  relates  to  the'subject  is  herewith  trans- 
Utod. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  J.  R.  POIKSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 


C. 
Choctaw  Agency,  September  9, 1837. 
Sir:  1  have  been  informed  that  you  have  i^ranted  or  promised  a  license 
(Dili.  E.  Harris  to  trade  in  the  Cherokee  nation  opposite  Fort  Smith,  n^«^ 
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the  Arkansas  line,  and  that  he  is  now  erecting  houses,  by  yonr  permission, 
for  that  purpose.  I  request  to  know  if  you  have  granted  license  to  erect 
houses  at  that  point  for  the  purpose  of  trade  ;  if  you  have,  I  regret  to  say 
that  I  will  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  revoking  said  Ticensei  as 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  keep  the  Indians  from  visiting  the 
line  as  much  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  liquor  into  im  In* 
dian  country,  and  other  violations  of  law.  In  granting  licenses  to  traders, 
they  should  be  located  only  at  certain  suitable  and  convenient  places.  The 
location  of  a  trading-house  at  that  point,  instead  of  being  convenient  to  the 
Indians,  would  be  Uie  means  of  drawing  them  from  their  homes,  and  brings 
ing  them  into  contact  with  the  authorities  and  citizens  of  Arkansas,  which 
should  be  avoided  if  possible.  I  hope  you  will,  upon  reflection,  agree  with 
me  upon  the  propriety  of  my  course. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ARMSTRONG, 

Acting  Superintendent^  W.  T. 
Governor  M.  Stokes, 

Cherokee  Agent. 


D. 

Chkrokee  Agency, 
Fort  Gibson,  September  26, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  September,  relative  to  theli* 
cense  granted  to  E.  Harris,  to  trade  with  the  Cherokee  nation.    As  it  is  alti^ 

frether  impossible  for  me  to  select  suitable  places  for  trade,  I  have  unifonnlf 
eft  it  to  the  traders  themselves  to  choose  their  own  stations,  and  havegran^ 
ed  them  licenses  accordingly. 

The  requisites  of  the  law  and  the  instructions  refer  to  good  conduct,  flOoA 
recommendations,  and  good  security*  With  all  these  requisitions,  Mr.  Haiw, 
lis  has  complied,  and  although  I  am  very  unwilling  to  have  the  smalleft 
difference  or  disagreement  in  opinion  with  you,  as  to  regulations  which  be- 
long to  you  as  head  of  the  department  in  this  country,  I  cannot  consent  tof 
revoke  the  license  granted  to  Mr.  Harris  upon  the  the  plea  of  his  locatioBk 
You,  sir,  who  have  better  means  of  judging  of  circumstances,  from  being  iir 
the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  Harris's  establishment,  may  act  in  this  caae,  m 
you  may  think  proper. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  STOKES, 


Capt.  Wm.  Armstrong, 

Acting  Superintendent,  W.  T. 


Agent  for  the  Cherok^eB, 


E. 

Choctaw  Agency,  December  12, 1837. 
Gentlemen  :  Understanding  from  Governor  Stokes,  that  you  had  ob- 
tained from  him  a  license  to  traoe  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  to  be  located  neat 
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the  line  on  the  Arkansas  river,  immediately  opposite  Fort  Smith.  I  deem 
ittobe  my  duty,  by  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  intercourse  law,  approv- 
ed lone  30,  1S34,  to  revoke  said  license.  You  will  therefore  cease  to  trade 
widunthe  Cherokee  nation,  under  the  penalty  imposed  for  a  violation  of  the 
ifitooDorse  Inw,  until  the  case  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Commis- 
mer  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  his  approval  or  disapproval.  This  notice 
would  have  been  given  you  sooner,  but  for  the  absence  of  both  of  you  from 
Fort  Smith. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Ading  Superintendent^  W.  7. 
lean.  Wooo  6c  Harris. 


Choctaw  Agency,  December  12, 1837, 

Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  correspondence  between  Govern- 
or  Stokes  and  myself,  in  relation  to  licensing  Messrs.  Wood  &  Harris  to 
iiile  OQ  the  line  opposite  Fort  Smith ;  and,  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
tbooe  gentlemen  revoking  their  license,  until  your  decision  should  be  had. 

My  great  reason  for  pursuing  the  course  I  have,  in  the  objection  to  loca- 
^  t  trading  establishment  on  the  Cherokee  line,  and  near  Port  Smith, 
itnch  is  on  the  Choctaw  line,  is  that  Messrs.  Wood  &  Harris  have  now  a 
tioieia  Fort  Smith,  and  are  among  the  largest  whiskey  dealers  on  the  line ; 
•nd  ihni  new  store  is  in  sight  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Arkansas.  It 
■inly  cannot  be  deemed  good  policy  to  establish  trading-houses  immedi- 
tkljroo  the  line  of  Arkansas,  inducing  the  Cherokecs  to  come  where  there 
iooolhing  but  the  river  to  cross,  and  a  passage  ever  ready  to  be  given  for 
dm  object,  to  obtain  spirits. 

The  intercourse  law  contemplates  that  trading  establishments  should  be 
loentd  at  certain  suitable  and  convenient  places.  The  location  of  Messrs. 
Wood  &.  Harris,  according  to  my  view,  is  the  worst  that  could  be  made 
tetlie  benefit  of  the  Indians;  because  it  is  indirectly  made  a  great  de- 
]MMorv  of  spirits,  which  is  doubtless  the  great  object  in  view,  giving  a 
Uded  advantage  to  those  traders  in  the  sale  of  spirits,  which  can  be  l^- 
piued  for  at  the  store  in  the  nation,  and  the  Cherokee  passed  over  the  riv- 
€r.extra  of  char^res  to  the  store  in  Arkansas,  to  obtain  the  spirits  which  could 
not  be  lawfully  kept  at  the  store  on  the  Indian  side.  If  there  is  not  some  such 
Bocive,  why  would  a  store  be  desired  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  immedi- 
otdy  opposite  each  other  ?  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Wood,  what« 
over;  the  other  partner,  Mr.  I^Igbert  Harris,  I  have  known,  from  character, 
ior  some  time.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier,  for  the 
^7  objectionable  location  of  this  trading  establishment. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ARMSTRONG. 
Aciing  SuperintendctUj  W.  31 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

(Jemminioner  of  Indian  Affaire. 
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FoBT  Smith,  Arkansas,  January  13, 1838. 

Sir:  We  address  you  on  a  subject  of  much  importance  to  ourselves,  and, 
perhaps,  involving  a  principle  which  may  be  generally  interesting.  In  July 
last,  we  obtained  from  Governor  M.  Stokes,  the  agent  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  a  license  to  trade  with  that  nation,  at  a  point  on  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  nearly  opposite  Fort  Smith.  It  may  not  be  unimportant  to 
observe,  that  that  license  was  sustained  and  sanctioned  by  a  resolve  or  de- 
cree of  the  Cherokee  nation,  in  full  council  assembled.  Thus  fully  author- 
ized, as  we  supposed,  we  proceeded,  at  much  trouble  and  expense,  to  erect 
our  trading  establishment,  and  commenced  and  were  proceeding  in  our 
business,  in  entire  conformity,  as  we  thought,  with  all  the  laws  and  usages 
of  our  Government.  In  the  past  month  I  received  the  following  commu- 
nication : 

Choctaw  Agency,  December  12, 1837. 
Gentlemen  :  Understanding  from  Governor  M.  Stokes,  that  you  have 
obtained  from  him  a  license  to  trade  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  to  be  located 
near  the  line  on  the  Arkansas  river,  immediately  opposite  Fort  Smith,  I 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty,  by  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  intercourse  law, 
approved  30th  June,  1834,  to  revoke  said  license.  You  will,  therefore, 
cease  to  trade  with  the  Cherokee  nation,  under  the  penalty  imposed  for  a 
violation  of  the  intercourse  law,  until  the  case  shall  have  been  submitted  ta 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  his  approval  or  disapproval.  This 
notice  would  have  been  given  you  sooner,  but  for  tlie  absence  of  both  of 
you  from  Fort  Smith. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG, 
Acting  Superintendent^  W.  7. 
Messrs.  Wood  &  Harris. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  communication  from  Captain  IWilliam 
Armstrong  to  Messrs.  Wood  &  Harris,  revoking  said  Ucense,  in  due  form 
granted  us  by  the  Cherokee  agent.  Not  a  single  objection  is  urged  of  do* 
nnquency  or  dereliction  of  duty  on  our  part ;  it  is  not  intimated  that  we 
have  been  guilty  of  any  violation  of  the  intercourse  law,  or  a  departun 
from  any  regulation  of  the  department.  We  obtained  our  situation  openly 
and  without^ subterfuge.  We  were  entirely  ignorant  that  any  other  or  Aif- 
ther  preliminary  measure  was  necessary  to  give  validity  and  stability  to  our 
acquired  privilege,  or  most  certainly  we  should  have  sought  its  attainment 
During  our  labors  in  erecting  our  fixtures,  had  a  notice  from  authority  been 
given  to  stay  our  proceedings,  we  should  have  immediately  desisted.  Oan 
we  deem  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship  ;  we  are  ordered  to  close  our  door% 
without  the  assignment  of  any  cause.  Up  to  this  moment  we  are  lefl  in 
entire  ignorance  of  the  point  of  difficulty.  We  ask  of  the  justice  of  the 
department,  not  to  blend  ours  with  a  point  of  office  etiquette  between  this 
acting  superintendent  and  the  agent ;  that  we  be  not  sacrificed  to  a  punc- 
tilio, not  of  our  creation,  and  with  which  we  have  no  concern. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants. 

WOOD  &  HARRIS,    By 
EGBERT  HARRIS. 
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H. 

War  Department, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  January  20,  1838, 
Sir:  I  have  carefully  examined  the  papers  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  De- 
cenber  12.     Your  revocation  of  the  license  granted  by  the  agent  for  the 
Cherohees  to  JMessrs.  Wood  &  Harris,  is  entirely  approved.    The  object 
of  the  provision    in  the  second  section  of  the  intercourse  act,  which  pre- 
Kribes  that  the  places  of  trade  shall  be  designated  by  the  superintendent  or 
apil,Bndoubtedly  was  to  enable  him  to  prevent  the  evils  that  would  result 
DODChe  location  of  a  trading  establishment  at  such  a  point  as  you  have 
teribed.     These  furnish  ample  reason  for  believing  that  it  would  be  im- 
fnper  to  permit  Messrs.  Wood  &  Harris  to  remain  in  that  part  of  the  In- 
iin  country. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Cmnmi9Bim€r. 
Ckptaio  W.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agency.  ^ 


War  Department, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  February  13,  1838. 

61STLEMEK  :    In    answer  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  enclose  a 
wpyrtCaptain  Arinstrono:'s  letter  to  this  office  of  the  12lh  December,  1837, 
vofthe  reply  thereto,  of  the  20th  January,  1838. 
%  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Cemmissianer. 
Venn.  Wooo  <fc  Harris, 

ForC   Smith,  Arkansas. 


J. 

Natchez,  Mississippi,  March  21,  1838. 

Sir:  In  the  month  of  July  Inst,  Major  Egbert  Harris  and  myself,  formed 
mercantile  establishment  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 

Uiyor  Harris  attended  the  grand  counsel  of  the  Cherokee  nation  in  July 
tasked  the  counsel  to  grant  us  permission  to  locate  a  store  in  their  na* 
teoQ  the  Arkansas  river,  opposite  Fort  Smith,  producing,  at  the  time,  a 
•diodule  of  such  articles  as  would  be  offered  for  sale,  which  did  not  in 
ttf  manner  violate  the  intercourse  law,  &c.,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
ttMie  a  matter  of  record  by  the  counsel  of  said  nation  then  in  session. 

Wood  d^  Harris  then  applied,  as  they  then  thought,  and  ncnv  think,  to 
^proper  person,  Governor  Stokes,  agent  for  the  Cherokee  nation,  fora  li- 
^^  w/iich  was  granted  in  due  form  and  paid  for,  by  Wood  &  Harris^; 
*e  also  gave  a  satisfactory  bond,  not  to  violate  the  intercourse  law,  which 
^iw  not,  DOT  do  we  intend  to  do  so.    On  our  part,  we  went  to  no  little 
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expense  to  erect  such  a  house  as  we  had  agreed  with  the  nation  to  do ;  but, 
no  sooner  done  and  occupied  as  a  store,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  na- 
tion, as  we  believe,  than  some  ill-designing  person  or  persons  should  report 
unfavorably  of  us  to  Colonel  Wm.  Armstrong,  agent  for  the  Choctaws,  6cc^ 
who  have  endeavored  to  make  us  remove  our  store. 

Major  Harris  is  absent  from  Arkansas,  and  my  private  residence  is  here ; 
I  therefore  have,  this  day,  received  a  letter  from  my  clerk,  of  Fort  Smith, 
enclosing  a  letter  of  date,  «  Choctaw  agency,  February  28,  1838,"  from 
Colonel  Armstrong,  agent,  &c.,  to  Wood  &  Harris,  advising  us  that  he  had 
forwarded  to  you  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  us,  informing  us  that  the  licmte 
granted  by  Governor  Stokes  for  two  years  had  been  revoked,  and  that  yoa 
approved  of  it ;  consequently,  I  have  this  day  replied  to  our  clerk  at  Fort 
Smith  to  withdraw  the  goods  from  the  nation,  for  the  present,  till  yoa 
could  be  consulted. 

Now,  sir,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me,  whether  Colonel  Arm- 
strong has  the  right  to  revoke  what  Governor  Stokes  has  done?  and. 
whether  there  is  any  power  to  revoke  what  is  binding  on  us  by  our  bond 
and  securities,  unless  we  first  violate  our  contract  or  the  intercourse  law 
which,  as  before  observed,  we  have  not  done? 

Should  we  violate  our  contract,  we  and  our  securities  are  liable  to  be 
sued  ;  and  until  then  we  should  be  sufifered  to  remain  quiet  and  peaceabtei 
as  we  ever  wish  to  be. 

I  have  no  dislike  to  Colonel  Wm.  Armstrong  or  any  of  the  officers  of  this 
Government,  and  hope,  so  long  as  I  live,  to  be  and  remain  a  peaceable  citi* 
zen  ;  but  I  dislike  to  be  imposed  upon  ;  and,  as  a  free  citizen,  when  I  havo 
not,  nor  intend  to  violate  any  law  or  contract,  1  deem  it  hard  to  be  trealed 
as  we  have  been.  I  hope,  sir,  upon  the  reception  of  this  to  hear  from  yoOi 
when  we  will  be  dealt  more  generously  by  than  Colonel  Armstrong  wishflf 
or  indicates. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WOOD. 
/  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington  City. 


K. 

War  Department, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  April  19,  1838. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo.  In  answer,  I  hate 
to  inform  you  that  the  2d  section  of  the  intercourse  law  of  June  30,  1^4, 
gives  to  superintendents  authority  to  revoke  or  cancel  licenses,  when- 
erer  they  are  satisfied  that  it  would  be  improper  to  permit  the  person 
licensed  to  remain  in  the  Indian  country.  In  determining  this  quef- 
tion,  they  are  not  restricted  to  violations  of  the  laws,  or  to  the  conduct 
of  the  individuals  ;  but  they  may  consider  the  position  selected,  the  natoie 
of  the  traffic,  and  the  number  of  existing  trading  houses.  The  reasons  a^* 
signed  by  Captain  Armstrong,  for  revoking  the  license  given  by  Greneral 
Stokes  ro  Mr.  Harris  and  yourself,  were  long  since  approved ;  and,  upon 
reviewing  them  since  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  discoverno  rea- 
son for  a  different  decision. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  OmmissUmer. 
F.  Wood,  Esq.,  Natchez^  iUtMMaippi 
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L. 

Fort  Coffee,  ^pril  25, 1838. 
Sir:  Two  individuals,  namely,  Wood  &  Harris,  obtained,  in  the  year 
1837,  a  license  from  Governor  M.  Stokes,  a^ent  to  the  Cherokees,  to  trade 
in  the  Qierokee  nation,  near  Fort  Smith.  The  location  was  not  a  suitable 
oDe,  in  the  opinion  of  the  acting  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the 
moem  Territory  (Captain  Armstrong),  who  revoked  the  license  in  the 
nooth  of  December  last,  and  has  since  received  your  approval  of  the  same, 
and  inHDediately  gave  notice  to  the  parties,  that  his  revocation  of  their 
haat  had  been  approved  by  you,  and  that  they  would  <<  therefore  cease 
fioo  trading,  under  the  penalty  imposed  by  the  intercourse  law,  for  a  vio- 
Ji&OD  of  the  same.^  They  did  not  remove  as  required,  but  continued  to 
tnde. 

h  the  month  of  March  last,  just  as  Captain  Armstrong  was  on  the  eve 
of  tiking  his  departure  for  Washington  city,  he  made  a  call  upon  me  to 
mat  the  store  of  Messrs.  Wood  ic  Harris,  and  to  remove  them  from  the 
Man  conntry.  I  accordingly,  on  the  21st  instant,  after  giving  the  party 
timdy  notice  of  my  intention,  sent  a  command  under  Lieutenant  McKavett, 
vith  orders  to  that  officer  to  proceed  into  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  to  seize 
the  goods  in  the  store  of  the  persons  abovementioned,  and  to  turn  them 
oiertothe  marshal  of  Arkansas  district;  all  of  which  he  done. 

I  un  now  preparing  the  necessary  papers,  preparatory  to  entering  a 
inKcation  against  W(^  &  Harris,  through  the  United  States  prosecutmg 
aOoiwy  for  the  district  of  Arkansas. 

*ne  goods  taken  amounted  in  value  to  about  $1,500.    The  principal 
ovKn  were  not  at  home,  and  the  agent  in  charge  of  the  store,  locked  the 
4»roD  the  approach  of  the  party,  and  refusing  to  open  it,  the  party  conse- 
qoodj  opened  it  by  force. 
Jiive  the  honer  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  STUART, 

Captain  7th  Infantry. 
C.A  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
2 
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IN  SENATK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  18, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

ThOmmiitee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petUion  of  ike  heirs 
of  John  G.  MackalU  praying  compensation  for  the  destruction  of  a 
Wttse  ^  the  enemy  during  the  late  war,  report  : 

The  petitioners  ask  compensation  for  the  value  of  a  house  and  out-hou8e8| 
dotroyed  by  the  British  troops,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1814.    It  has  beea 
tostomary  to  make  compensation  for  buildings  destroy^  by  the  enemy  whea 
the  destruction  was  evidently  in  consequence  of  their  being  occupied  as  a 
dspotfor  military  stores,  for  barracks,  for  the  soldiers,  or  as  a  military  sta- 
tion, bat  in  all  other  cases,  the  destruction  of  private  property  by  the  enemy 
inline  of  war,  has  been  deemed  an  individual  misfortune,  for  which  no 
coopeosation  is  made  by  the  United  States.     The  case  of  the  petitioners 
tome  neither  within  the  letter  nor  the  spirit  of  this  rule;  the  house  burnt 
VM  never  used  as  a  depot  for  military  stores,  nor  for  barracks  for  the  sol- 
diers, nor  as  a  military  station.    The  only  pretence  of  an  occupation  is, 
that  in  order  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  British  troops,  then  in  the  Patux- 
ent,  and  indicating  a  design  to  land,  a  Captain  Gray  was  despatched  with  a 
eompany  of  fifty  or  sixty  men  to  oppose  their  landing  and  defend  the 
houses  there,  of  which  this  was  one. 

The  company  was  marched,  as  Captain  Gray  says  in  his  affidavit,  to 
vithin  about  one  hundred  yards  of  the  house,  and  this  was  the  nearest  they 
approached,  and  this  for  the  sole  purpose  of  defending  the  house,  to  do 
vbich,  however,  no  further  eflFort  seems  to  have  been  made.  No  oppositioa 
vas  offered  to  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  nor  a  gun  fired.  Captain  Gray 
aod  a  Sergeant,  Mr.  Denton,  did  go  into  the  house,  but  were  ordered  out 
immediately  by  a  man  in  charge  of  it,  and  they  lefl  it.  There  was  nothing 
thai  can  be  construed  into  a  military  occupation  of  it,  nor  is  there  any  tes- 
timony tending  to  the  belief,  that  the  burning  of  the  house  was  from  any 
ouiae  of  the  kind.  The  British  troops  were  a  detachment  of  that  marau- 
ding expedition  that  was  then  infesting  the  waters  and  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  which  became  so  infamously  notorious  for  the  wanton  destruc- 
tioQ  o[  private  property.  At  this  time,  they  also  burnt  the  houses  and 
buildings  on  the  other  side  of  the  Patuxent  in  St.  Mary's  county.  The 
iBere  fact  that  the  militia  may  be  called  out  to  defend  a  place  on  a  threatened 
■nsioD,  does  not  brin^  all  the  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the 
^^ily,  within  the  rule  of  compensation.  If  it  did,  the  United  States 
^  A  Rifttf  printers. 


liable  to  pay  for  all  property  destroyed  by  an  invading  ene- 
jsion  will  be  likely  to  take  place  without  a  show  of  resist- 

*on  of  the  committee,  that  the  rule  has  already  been  extend- 
t  liberality,  and  that  a  further  extension  of  it,  would  open 
.^»  numerous  applications  far  beyond  what  has  ever  been  contemr 
^^usd.    They  therefore  report  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolvcdj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES.  wt 

i;Bi 

dol 

February  18, 1840.  icQ 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

nmiiiee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  petition  QfAhr, 
Bifitfcm,  praying  to  be  allowed  certain  balances  due  on  the  ~ 
\dry  soldiers  of  the  late  war^  report :  ...y. 

ftt  the  close  of  the  late  war,  the  petitioner,  at  Charleston, 
L,  purchased  the  arrears  of  pay  ot  fourteen  soldiers,  about 
nea  from  the  United  States  army.    It  also  appears,  from  the 
rbird  Auditor  and  accompanj^ng  papers,  that  Mr.  Williamsoi 
lis  accounts  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  has  been  allo' 
irly  four  hundred  dollars  more  than  was  due  the  soldiers,  < 
assignee.     The  conunittee,  therefore,  report  the  following  -.^^^ 

loed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted.^^|||^ 

— —  h^ib 

Treasury  Department, 
Third  Jinditor^s  Office,  February  14,  IE 
:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  H.  Hut.., 
an  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  of  the  Senate,  which,  with  th^  i^)^ 
Alnraham  Williamson,  and  the  report  of  the  Paynoaster  Gegc^ 
companying  papers,  you  referred  to  me  on  die  12th  instant -^fiprc^ 
and  to  state  that  the  object  of  the  petitioner  appears  to  be  to  ^itiNi 
ference  between  the  amount  paid  to  him  by  the  late  Paymaste^gonf 
1  the  year  1816,  as  assignee  of  sundry  soldiers,  and  the  amoiw$-£| 
on  the  certificates  granted  to  said  soldiers  by  their  officers,  a^jgjfir 
he  recently  claimed  pajrment  at  this  office.  On  examination,  it  was 
that  the  certificates  were  erroneous,  and  that  more  had  already^fapen 
im  by  the  Paymaster  General,  as  assignee  aforesaid,  than  the  soldiers 
w  found  to  have  had  due  to  them.  The  claim  was  accordingly  dis- 
d,  and  letters  and  statements  explanatory  of  the  cause,  were  address* 
Mr.  Williamson  and  others  ;  copies  of  which  letters  I  have  the  honor 
lose,  for  the  information  of  the  committee.  I  also  enclose  copies  of 
ipers  connected  with  the  subject  of  Mr.  Williamson's  purchases,  the 
lb  of  which  are  filed  with  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Brent,  in  this>|>^|ce. 
h  fireat  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  \hi'Ao^ 

PETER  HAGMEB,  Audil§lf,^ii 
u  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War.  rcipjtV  ^ 
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List  of  the  papers  herein  referred  to. 

A  letter  to  Messrs.  .King  and  Wilson,  under  date  of  the  11th  September^ 
1839 ;  another  to  Mr.  Williamson,  under  date  of  the  14th  September,  1839 ; 
two  to  the  Honorable  R.  H.  Johnson,  under  dates  of  the  26th  December. 
1839,  and  22d  January,  1840 ;  with  the  depositions  of  William  Porter  ana 
John  H.  Mitchell,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  South 
Carolina  annexed. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  September  11,  1839. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  relation  to 
fbe  claim  set  up  by  Abraham  Williamson  for  an  additional  allowance  upoa 
sundry  soldiers'  certificates,  to  that  allowed  him  by  the  Paymaster  General 
in  1816.  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  application  of  Mr* 
Williamson,  it  was  found  that  he  received  from  the  Paymaster  General,  in 
September,  1816,  the  sum  of  $1,668  99,  being  for  the  pay,  bounty,  &c.|  of 
sui^dry  soldiers  of  the  late  war  (in  number  thirteen),  from  the  date  of  theur 
ionlistment,  or  when  lost  paid,  to  the  date  of  their  discharge.  He  afterwara 
Repealed  the  application  through  an  attorney,  and  insisted  that  he  bad  DM 
received  all  that  he  was  entitl^  to  on  the  certificates  presented  by  him  b 
the  Paymaster  General.  With  a  view  to  satisfy  him  tnat  the  claims  hM 
been  fully  settled,  I  directed  a  revision  of  the  paymaster's  settlement|  in  oO^ 
ing  whicn,  it  was  discovered,  after  allowing  every  thing  the  soldiers  coul$ 
possibly  claim,  or  were  entitled  to,  including  pay,  bounty,  extra  pay,  traT-^ 
elling  allowance,  and  clothing,  that  he  had  received  upward  of  tliree  bun* 
dred  dollars  over  and  above  all  that  the  soldiers  were  entitled  to.  This  &ct 
was  ascertained  upon  an  examination  of  the  pMymaster's  accounts,  with 
which  Xb6  evidences  of  payment  are  filed,  rendered  and  settled  subsa^uent 
to  the  payment,  by  the  Paymaster  General,  and  hence  the  overpayment 
by  that  ofiScer.  A  statement  exhibiting  all  the  above  facts  has  been  made 
out,  to  which  you  can  have  reference  at  any  time  you  may  be  pleased  t# 
esSl  at  this  oflUce,  as  well  as  to  the  certificates  and  powers  from  the  soldieii 
to  Mr.  Williamson,  on  which  Mr.  Brent's  settlement  was  predicated.  As  to 
^Hd  copies  you  require,  I  have  to  state  that,  as  an  application  is  designed  t# 
be  made  to  Ck>ngress,  the  original  papers  can,  as  is  usual  in  like  cases,  b^ 
femished  to  a  committee  to  wtiom  the  subject  may  be  referred. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  AtidUer. 

Messrs.  King  &  Wilson, 

Washington  city,  D,  C. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  OJictj  September  14, 1839. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  enclose  to  you  copies  of  all  the 
certificates  of  discharge  of  the  soldiers  on  file  in  this  office,  who  appear  to 
bave  constituted  you  their  assignee,  as  follows,  viz :  Edward  Warren,  Joshua 
Register,  William  Enton,  John  Forbes,  Joseph  Hussey,   Guin  Fletcher, 
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Jamps  Martin,  Samuel  B.  Lewis,  Linder  Carter,  Gideon  English,  John 

Gondrit,  and  Richard  Beekman.    I  have  also  annexed  a  statement  showing 

die  amount  due  to  the  soldiers,  from  the  date  of  their  enlistment,  or  when 

hit  paid,  to  the  date  of  their  discharge ;  including  pay,  bounty,  extra  pay, 

tnfeUing  allowance,  and  clothing,  and  a  deduction  of  the  amount  found, 

opoQ  examination,  to  have  been  paid  them  on  the  rolls  by  the  paymaster, 

aikd  far  clothing  overdrawn.    This  statement  also  shows  the  amount  paid 

loyimby  the  Paymaster  General,  and  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  jrou 

haie  been  overpaid  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 

eight  eents, 

lespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 
Mr.  Abraham  Williamson, 

Washington  city. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  December  26, 1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ot  this 
'  1^  date,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Abraham  Williamson,  stating,  that  he 
to  petition  Congress  for  a  balance  he  thinks  due  to  him ;  and  you 
t  to  be  furnished  with  the  original  papers  or  copies  of  them  for  that 
In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  upon  the  application  of  Mr. 
[>n,  in  September  last,  claiming  a  balance  to  be  due  to  him  from 
tkUted  States  as  assignee  to  sundry  soldiers  on  a  seHlement  made  by 
lb  kte  Paymaster  General  in  September,  1815,  for  the  pay  and  other  allow* 
■Mdae  them,  whose  discharges  he  had  purchased,  the  settlement  made 
If  the  Paymaster  General  was  accordingly  referred  to,  and  a  statement 
■mIb  of  all  the  pay  and  allowances  of  each  soldier,  from  the  date  of  enlist* 
jHt  to  the  date  of  discharge,  and  the  amounts  severally  received  by  them, 
ittiiiding  the  settlement  made  by  the  Paymaster  General,  which  resulted  ia 
MnrtuninjBf  that,  so  far  from  a  balance  remaining  now  due  Mr.  William- 
Mi  a  considerable  overpayment  was  made  to  him,  arising,  no  doubt,  from 
kiiRoi  having  the  paymaster's  accounts  in  his  office  at  the  time  to  refer  to. 
IVi  ifatement  was  furnished  to  Mr.  Williamson,  tether  with  copies  of 
aNh  of  the  papers  presented  by  him  to  the  Pavmaster  General,  as  he  de- 
and,  which  he  acknowledges  to  have  received  ;  and  from  these  and  the 
ktter  to  him,  enclosing  the  statement  above  referred  to,  the  points  of  diflbr- 
Me  will  be  observed.    Should  you  desire  any  further  information  on  the 
abject,  after  referring  to  the  papers  in  Mr.  Williamson's  possession,  or  to 
hife  reference  to  the  original  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Williamson,  and 
viU  take  the  trouble  of  catling  at  the  office,  they  will  be  at  your  service  to 
ciunine ;  and  it  the  committee,  to  which  the  subject  may  be  referred,  de- 
M  il^  the  originals,  according  to  usage  in  such  cases,  can  be  transmitted' 
to  the  committee  when  called  for. 
With  ffieat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  PETER  HAGNER,  AudUor. 

Boo.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vie$  PresideiU  of  the  United  States. 
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^j.  Treasury  Department, 

'^'^  Third  Auditor's  Office^  January  28,  1840. 

11'  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  certified  copies  of  the  powers 
f^  attorney,  executed  by  John  Condrit,  James  Martin,  Edward  Warrmi, 

eamuel  B.  Lewis,  Joseph  Hussey,  John  Forbes,  William  Eaton,  and  Joshua 
egister,  to  Abraham  Williamson.    With  regard  to  copies  of  the  receipts 
which  you  also  request,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  there  are  no  receipts  ex- 
bept  blank  receipts  on  the  back  of  the  certificates  of  discharge,  which  have 
already  been  fiirnished  to  Mr.  Williamson. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  AudUoPL 
The  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  J  United  States. 


B. 

South  Card  ina.  City  of  Charleston. 

i  I  do  hereby  certify,  to  all  to  whom  it  doth,  shall,  or  may  concenii  thai 
9ome-time  about  the  month  of  April,  last  past,  Mr.  Abraham  WiUiamaoD 
did  bring  several  discharged  soldiers  to  my  office,  in  order  to  transfer  theii 

Sy  and  bounty,  due  to  them  from  the  United  States,  to  him,  the  said  WiL 
Quon,  as  he  had  purchased  the  same ;  transfers  were  made,  accordioflhr, 
from  the  following  persons,  viz:  Leroy  Caruth,  James  Martin,  Samuel  B 
Lewis,  Linder  Carter,  Gideon  English,  and  John  Condrit,  also  from  Ed- 
ward Bond,  a  person  who  had  purchased  the  rights  of  two  other  persons,  ol 
like  demands,  named  Joseph  Hussey  and  R.  Beekman,  and  which  he,  thi 
said  Williamson,  afterward  purchased  the  same  from.  I  do  further  d» 
clare  and  say,  that  he,  the  said  Williamson,  did,  in  his  said  transaction! 
with  the  said  discharged  soldiers,  appear  to  act  honestly,  honorably,  and 
without  any  kind  of  collusion,  cheat,  or  fraud,  in  the  said  purchase  of  thei] 
Tights  of  pay  and  bountjr ;  and  I  do  further  declare,  that  the  said  dischar^ 
soldiers,  at  the  time  or  times  of  assigning  the  said  claims,  were  not  intoxicar 
ted,  and  they  seemed  to  effect  the  said  transaction  cheerfully,  for  the  con- 
sideration offered  and  paid  by  the  said  Williamson ;  and  further,  that  some 
of  them  had  called  at  my  office,  and  did  there  wait  the  coming  of  him,  ths 
said  Williamson,  in  order  to  sell  their  aforesaid  rights.  I  do  further  declare, 
that  at  the  aforesaid  time  of  his,  the  said  Williamson's,  purchasing  the  said 
soldiers'  rights,  tiiat  many  other  persons  were,  at  that  same  time,  purchasing 
the  same  kind  of  soldiers'  rights,  and  the  same  were  transferred  in  my  offioe, 
for  which  the  price  they  gave  was  much  less  than  the  sum  given  by  the 
said  Williamson  for  each  share ;  and  which  said  shares,  so  purchased  by 
others,  I  have  understood  were  paid  by  the  Paymaster  of  the  United  StateSj 
Jlr.  Sneed. 

WILUAM  PORTER,  Qfii. 

E.  ELIZER,  K  P.  ^  qm. 


Sworn  to,  before  me,  July  29, 1815. 
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STATE  OP  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Btf  hii  Excellency  David  R.  WiUiams,  Governor  and  Commaiider^in-^ 
chief  in  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 

TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME  : 

Know  ye,  that  Eleazer  Elizer,  Esq.,  whose  seal  and  signature  appear 
to  the  instrument  of  writing  hereunto  annexed,  is  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  qooram,  assi^ed  to  keep  the  peace  for  the  said  State,  and  notary  pub- 
lic, commissioned  oy  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State :  There- 
im^  an  due  faith,  credit,  and  authority,  be,  and  ought  to  be,  bad  and  given 
to  hv  proceedings  and  certificates,  as  such. 

lb  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  to  be 

affixed  the  seal  of  the  State,  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  the  fourth 

[l.  s.]    day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  fifteen,  and  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 

DAVID  R.  WILLIAMS. 
By  the  Governor. 

JOHN  G.  BROWN,  Secretary  of  State. 

State  of  South  Carolina,  City  of  Charleston. 

Mm  Hnrckley  Mitchell,  notary  public,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth,  that 
fidiiid  Warren,  Joshua  Register,  William  Eaton,  John  Forbes,  Joseph 
Hhhy  <^d  Guin  Fletcher,  late  soldiers  in  the  eighteenth  regiment  of  Uni- 
MBMbs  infantry,  did  severally  and  respectively  execute  powers  of  attorney 
teaidin  fiivor  of  Abraham  Williamson,  to  receive  their  pay,  bounty,  and 
flkaiBice  money,  due  to  them  from  the  United  States ;  that  the  aforesaid 
JWMBi  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  made  by  them  with 
tte«id  Williamson ;  that  the  transactions  appeared  to  be  fair  and  candid ; 
te  several  of  them  received  horses  in  part  payment,  in  preference  to  cash, 
fir  the  purpose  of  going  home  ;  and  that,  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and 
hifafof  this  deponent,  no  unfair  advanta^  was  taken  of  either  of  them,  but 
fttti  valuable  consideration  was  given  them  for  their  pay  and  bounty. 

J.  H.  MITCHELL. 

Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  5th  August,  1815. 

JOHN  MITCHELL,  Qm. 

STATE  OP  SOUTH  CAROUNA. 

^hii  Excellency  David  R.  WiUiams,  Governor  and  Conimander-inr 
chief  in  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 

TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESB  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME  : 

Know  ye,  that  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  before  whom  the  annexed  affidavit 
^  taken,  is  one  of  the  justices  of  the  quorum,  for  the  district  of  Charleston^ 
JB (be State  of  South  Carolina:  therefore,  all  due  faith,  credit,  and  author* 
%  be^  and  ought  to  be,  had  and  given  to  his  proceedings  and  certificates^ 
••inch. 


C  200  ]  6 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  handy  and  caused  to  be 

affixed  the  seal  of  the  State,  in  the  city  of  CharlestoUi  the  5th  day 

[l.  8.]    of  Augiist,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred 

and  fineen,  and  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  independence  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 

DAVID  R.  WILLIAMS. 
By  the  Governor. 

JOHN  G.  BROWN,  Secretary  of  SMe. 


/ 
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RESOLUTIONS 

OF  THE 

LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY  OF  IOWA  TERRITORY, 


OfAepassag-e  of  a  law  to  autlwrize  the  election  of  tlie  Chvenior  of  that 
Territory  by  the  people. 


February  18, 1840. 
Referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Jodiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

iiint  resolution.,  retfuestinrr  our  Delete  in  Congress  to  obtain  the  passage 
«fa  law  relative  to  the  election  of  Uouemor  of  this  Territory  by  the  people. 

Resolved  by  t/ie  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  t/ie  Territory 
f  fapo,  That  W.  W.  Chapman,  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  be,  and  he  is 
wreby,  requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress, 
nmizing  the  election  of  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  by  the  people, 
>kr  the  term  of  office  of  the  present  incumbent  expires ;  and  the  Legis- 
Imdtc  of  this  Territory  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  requisite  to  cany 
Aeame  into  effect 

Raohedy  That  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  is  hereby  requested  to 
fctaid  one  copy  of  the  foregoing  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
&ntte,  one  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  one  to 
<^  Delegate  iu  Congress. 

EDWARD  JOHNSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
S.  HEMPSTEAD, 

President  of  Council. 
Approved  January  16, 1840 : 

ROBERT  LUCAS. 


Executive  Department,  I.  T., 
Burlington  J  January  29,  1840. 

Sm:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  I  have 
fte  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  within  joint  resolution,  with  the  request 
(hat  it  may  be  laid  before  the  body  over  which  you  preside. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  LUCAS. 
Hon.  R.  AL  Johnson, 

President  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 
Bbir  it  RiTCit  printers.  ^ 
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MEMORIAL 


THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  TERRITORY  OP 

WISCONSIN, 

PRATHPB 

TkeoR/bnotfon  of  the  claims  oj  FVancis  Laveniure  and  oikarSy  to  certaim*' 
lands  %n  that  Terriiory. 


February  18, 1840. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  piloted^ 

T^Aehnorabie  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Untted" 
States  of  America^  in  Congress  assembled: 

Hie  memorial  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsm' 

Jmwctpcixy  represents  : 

Tbitjinthe  summer  of  1835,  Ebenezer  Childs,  Linus  Thompson,  and' 
ftwi  Laventure,  being  possessed  of  three  floating  nghts,  under  the' 
I»WBq<ion  law  of  19th  June,  1834,  located  the  same,  agreeably  to  the* 

Ipmm  of  said  act,  upon  lots  one,  two,  and  three,  of  section  thirty-two. 
•^Wlrip  seven,  of  range  twenty-two,  in  the  county  of  Milwaukie,  and 
Wtheieceiver^s  receipts  for  the  same. 
Thtjin  Uie  same  year,  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  byproc- 
'"ttSoHj  ordered  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  Green  Bay  land  distrii^ 
\  ^beWd  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  month  of  September;  among  the  lands 
•orfered  for  sale,  was  the  said  township  seven  (it  being  then  embraced 
^  the  limits  of  said  land  district),  at  which  sale  the  whole  of  said 
J^Bship  W3S  sold,  with  the  exception  of  such  parts  as  had  previously 
■en  obtained  by  pre-emption,  or  floating  rights.  In  the  montfi  of  May, 
"8,  these  floating  rights  were  rejected  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
'oicral  Land  Office,  and  the  officers  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Green  Bay, 
J8e  directed  to  refiind  to  the  original  purchasers,  the  money  tfiat  had 
■^  paid  for  said  premises. 

Since  the  sale  of  said  premises,  the  original  purchasers,  or  those  who 
•Hnnder  them,  have  had  possession,  and,  until  some  time  in  the  winter 
•f  1838,  undisputed  possession  of  the  same,  and  have  erected  buildings, 
•i  inade  other  valuable  improvements  thereon,  and,  until  a  short  time 
f^^ium  to  the  aforesaid  decision  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  General 
•*d  Office,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  the  validity  of  the  title  to  said 
Waes,  and  numerous  sales  were  made  at  prices,  varying  fipom  two  hun- 
gj^and  fifty,  to  five  thousand  dollars  per  acre.    If  the  Government  doeg 
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not  interfere  and  protect  the  purchasers  of  said  lands,  consequences  will 
follow,  ruinous  to  many  individuals,  and  will  involve  hundreds  in  expen- 
sive and  almost  interminable  litigation.  If,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  the 
decisions  of  the  authorized  agents  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  reversed, 
and  pre-emptions  rejected,  there  is  no  safety  in  purchasing  lands  similarly 
obtained ;  all  confidence  would  be  destroyed  in  titles,  whether  obtained 
fix)m  the  United  States,  or  from  individuals ;  the  transfer  of  property  would 
be  prevented,  and  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country,  retard- 
ed., A  similar  memorial  to  the  foregoing,  was  sent  to  your  honorable  body 
firom  this  assembly,  at  its  last  session;  but,  since  that  time,  having  learn- 
ed that  a  number  of  individuals,  consisting,  in  part,  of  those  who  have 
purchased  of  said  lands,  and  have  paid  but  a  small  part  of  the  considera- 
tion therefor,  and  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  a  default  in  the  titles,  to 
get  a  release  firom  their  obligations ;  and  on  part  of  individuals  who  wish 
to  take  advantage  of  any  thing,  whereby  they  hope  to  benefit  themselves, 
have  taken  possession,  by  making  claims  upon  said  premises,  and  have 
forwarded  petitions  to  your  honorable  body,  praying  to  have  the  said  lands 
sold;  we  aeem  it  our  duty  to  again  lay  the  matter  before  you.  This  as- 
sembly are  further  urged  to  do  this,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  and 
disturbances  that  have  since  arisen  between  the  purchasers  and  claimants, 
and  which,  if  not  checked  by  some  immediate  action  upon  the  subject, 
may  lead  to  consequences  disgraceful  to  individuals  and  to  the  commii- 
nity. 

Viewing,  therefore,  the  circumstances  of  the  cases,  the  amount  of  pcoj^ 
erty  involved,  the  great  number  of  hands  through  which  the  same  Ipi 

Kssed,  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  sale,  and  the  difficulties  IImI 
ve  ansen,  and  may  continue  to  arise,  we  would  ask  of  the  Congiewi^ 
the  United  States,  a  confirmation  of  the  titles  to  said  lands,  believing  fSa/H 
in  this  way  only,  can  strict  justice  be  rendered  to  the  present  occupantjii 
a^d  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society  maintained.  «J 

EDWARD  V.  WHITON,  ^ 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeniaiwe$»  ^■^■^ 
JAMES  COLLINS, 

President  of  OouneiL^^ 
Approved  December  30, 1839.  , , 

HENRY  DODOEL^  j^ 


[  SENATE.  ]  *  [  203  ] 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  18, 1840. 

Sabmitled,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sturgeon  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

imnmitee  an  JRewdutianary  Claims  have,  according  to  the  onkr  of 
SamUj  had  under  connderaiicn  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  the  Rev- 
dJeamea  CiaddweU,  praying  itidemnity  lasses  sustained  by  their  an- 
r  dhnNtgr  Vie  revolutionary  war,  and  respectfuUy  report : 


t  die  Reverend  James  Caldwell  appears  to  have  been  engaged  during 
of  the  rerolutionary  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a 
IB  to  militia  troops,  and  afterwards  as  a  commissary  of  supplies, 
i  odifiT  important  situations. 

im  appears  in  evidence,  that  during  an  incursion  of  the  British 
i,kthe  State  of  New  Jersey,  they  took  possession  of  a  place  called 
Mieat  Farms,  where  the  said  Caldwell  lived,  and  held  property ; 

■  one  of  those  outrages,  which  too  often  mark  a  period  of  war&re, 
Bljeity  of  Caldwell,  widi  many  others,  was  given  up  to  plunder  and 
letion.  For  the  destruction  ol  the  property  of  said  Caldwell,  by  fire, 
SIB  DOW  claim  indemnity. 

oet  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  the  house  of  Caldwell  was 
ied  by  troops  of  the  United  States,  or  that  it  was  the  depository  of  mu- 
i  of  war,  or  supplies  for  the  army ;  and  hence  they  are  led  to  the  con- 

■  fliat  the  destruction  of  this  property,  together  with  others  that  met 
lar  &te,  is  attributable  to  a  lawless  and  incendiary  act  of  the  common 
f ,  not  now  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  principles  of  honorable  war- 
But  the  petitioners  having  been  unable  to  substantiate  the  ftcts, 

tie  property  was  occupied  by  the  American  troops,  or  that  it  contained 

ions  of  war,  or  supplies  for  the  army,  your  committee  are  constrained, 

?cr  meritorious  may  have  been  the  services  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  to  re- 

dversely  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

e  committee,  therefore,  respectftilly  submit  the  following  resolution : 

lofeerf.  That  the  petition  be  rejected. 

i  Rif  es,  printers. 


[SENATE.]  [a04] 


DOCUMENTS 

EKLATOrO 

^fimuUian  of  the  claim  of  Jonaihan  Carver  to  a  tract  of  land. 


February  18, 1840. 

dr  JUmm,  and  ordered  to  be  priatedi  and  that  one  hundred  additional  copies  be 
sent  to  the  Senate. 


Washington  City,  December  23, 1839. 
CEN :  The  celebrated  traveller.  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  laid 
reiy  large  body  of  land  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  on  the  ground 
firom  &e  Nodoweisa  tribe  of  Indians,  in  the  year  1767,  and 
ion  of  the  grant  by  the  British  Government  This  claim  has 
itedly  reported  against  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Notwithstanding  these  reports,  the  claim  has  been  made  the 
speculation  upon  the  unwary  and  ignorant. 
A  nave  the  kindness  to  publish  the  accompanying  correspond- 
ich  will  prove  that  the  British  authorities  never  ratified  this 


Respectfully, 

(TBUSHERS  OF  THE  GlOBE. 


L.  F.  LINN. 


23  Portland  Place,  September  28, 1839. 

have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the 
It,  and  hasten  to  reply  to  it  In  relation  to  the  information  you 
the  Carver  grant  having  been  confirmed  by  the  crown  of  Great 
beg  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  Lord 
n  and  Mr.  Yaii,  and  myself  and  Mr.  J.  A.  BoUes,  of  Boston, 
is  presumed,  will  be  satisfiictory. 
ir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 
«.  F.  Linn,  London. 


London,  November  28, 1837. 
ha:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  October,  on  the  subject 
grants  to  Jonathan  Carver,  for  lands  on  the  Mississippi. 
ffiing  to  the  files  of  this  legation,  I  find  that  in  the  year  1834,  a 
fUcraon  was  made  on  behalf  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  by  Vx. 
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Vail,  the  Charge  d'Affaires  of  the  United  States,  at  this  court,  to  the  British 
Government,  for  the  information  you  now  desire.  To  this  application  an 
answer  was  received  from  Lord  Palmerston,  stating  that  no  trace  could  be 
found  of  any  ratifications  of  these  grants  by  his  Majesty's  Government 
I  enclose  you  an  extract  from  Lord  Palmerston's  note,  and  deem  another 
application  wholly  unnecessary. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

J.  A.  BoLLES,  Esq.,  Boston, 


Foreign  Office,  February  8, 1834. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  yovk 
on  the  16th  ultimo,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  grant  of  a  tmd 
of  land  situated  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  stated  to  have  been  made  in 
1767,  by  the  Nodoweisa  Indians  to  Captain  Carver,  has  ever  been  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  the  proper  authorities  of  Great  Britain,  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  acquaint  you  that  the  necessary  search  has  been  made  at  the  Stale 
paper  office,  but  that  no  trace  has  been  feund  of  any  ratification  of  die 
grant  in  question,  by  his  Majesty's  Government.  I  can,  therefore,  onljr 
express  to  you  my  regret,  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  supply  the  iwhioi^ 
ation  which  you  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obediflVt 
humble  servant, 

PALMERSTON. 

Aaron  Vail,  Esq.,  &c. 


MhOnmBxav,  [SENATR]  [305] 


m  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  18, 1840. 
Sobmiltcd  ud  ordeicd  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  sabmitted  the  following 
REPORT: 

[To  accomiNUiy  Senate  bfll  Na  S97.] 

Bt  Qwnifiif  frff  of  CUtim$f  to  whm^  was  referred  the  petition  B. 

IhjiiM,  Jar  eompeneation  4U  a  bearer  of  despalchee  from  me  Governor 
^tke  Tariiary  of  lowa^  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  report:    . 

Tkit  tbe  petitioner  was  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  the  Governor  of 
*l  Terriloiy  of  Iowa,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  On  application  to  the 
iKMtfjr  far  compensation  for  time  ana  ezpeDses.  he  was  informed  that 
iMiioo  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  for  the  payment  of  such 
Ami; and  tbe  petitioner  therefore  makes  application  to  Congress^  and  the 
tiHifee  report  a  bill  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  in  full  compen- 
^trnfae  bis  aervices  and  expenses. 
firAlifes,  prinieni. 


26(h  CoNGRE«s,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  206  1 


\si  Session, 


PETITION 

OF 

ZADOC  MARTIN, 

PRAYINQ 

To  be  allowed  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  tract  of  land. 


January  10,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

February  4, 1840. 
Bill  reported,  (S.203,)  and  the  petition  and  papers  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Atte  honorable  Senate  and  Ho^ise  of  Representatives  in  Congress  as» 

sembled  : 

Yqqt  petitioner,  Z.  Martin,  respectfully  begs  leave  to  represent  to  your 
iMwilAe  bodies  the  claim  or  claims  which,  in  his  opinion,  he  has  to  a  MC- 
tai  of  Iind  at  the  falls  of  Little  Platte  river,  and  hopes  to  show  to  your 
IviDORd^e  bodies  the  justness  of  his  claims. 

la  ibe  spring  of  1828  your  petitioner  was  located  at  the  falls  of  Platte,  bv 
General  Leavenworth,  (the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Leavenworth^  witn 
Ae  approbation  of  the  War  and  Indian  Departments.    The  duties  of  your 
pecitioDer  were  to  i\eep  a  ferry  for  the  military  and  Indian  departmentS|  free 
of  ail  expense  ;  to  transport  the  mail  from  Liberty  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  a 
disUDce  of  about  thirty-five  miles,  which  was  also  done  without  pectmi&ry' 
Rvard  ;  and  in  consideration  of  which  service  she  was  allowed  to  cultivate 
CDOQ^h  land  and  raise  enough  stock  to  subsist  his  family.    Since  the  Indian 
tides  have  been  extinguished  to  the  lands  embracing  the  falls  of  Platte  river,  * 
Toor  petitioner  has  made  extensive  and  expensive  improvements  lor  the 
mommodation  of  the  country  and  the  military  stationed  at  Fort  Leaveu- 
^•Rh :  these  improvements  could  not  bo  erected  witfiout  embracing  a  por- 
ta of  land  on  either  side  of  the  Platte  river.    But  your  petitioner  is  well 
aviR  that  these  lands  arc  only  valuable  so  far  as  his  improvements  make 
Iheo  so ;  as  on  one  bank  the  lands  are  of  a  low  and  swampy  character, 
wluie  on  the  other  the  lands  are  broken  and  not  second-rate  in  point  of  soil, 
and  are  on  neither  side  at  all  adapted  to  agricultural  purposes. 

Your  petitioner  would  further  state,  that,  for  eight  years  of  the  time  he 
has  resided  at  the  falls,  the  nearest  white  inhabitant  has  been  at  least  twenty 
miles  distant,  and  his  family  the  whole  time  exposed  to  Indian  depredation ; 
and  while  the  militia  in  the  adjoining  counties  have  been  turned  out  from 
liiDc  to  time  to  suppress  Indian  disturbances,  your  petitioner  has  never  left 
his  place,  but  constantly  kept  open  and  free  the  communication  from  Liberty 
to  tlte  fort,  on  the  MissJDuri  mer,  for  all  the  aboveuamod  considwDkUOlJa 
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your  petitioner  hopes  your  honorable  bodies  will  be  convinced  of  the  just- 
ness of  his  claims ;  in  support  of  which  your  petitioher  forwards  letters  from 
many  of  the  most  influential  eentlemen,  not  only  of  this  country,  but  also  of 
the  army ;  and  that  he  may  have  his  petition  granted  he  will  ever  pray. 

ZADOC  MARTIN. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Zadoc  Martin,  of  the  county  of 
Platte,  and  State  of  Missouri,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
to  me  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  have  grant- 
ed, bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,bnrgain,  and  sell,  unto 
the  county  of  Platte,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  all  my  right,  title,  claim,  and 
interest  in  and  to  the  following  described  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  to  wit: 
Commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Spring  branch  entering  into  the  Platte 
river,  on  the  east  side  of  same,  a  few  feet  above  the  present  mill-dam  across 
said  river  ;  thence  along  said  river  to  where  the  north  boundary  line  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-five,  township  fiftj^-three,  in  range 
thirty-five,  strikes  said  river  :  thence  due  east  with  said  north  boundary  line 
to  the  corner  of  said  quarter  section;  thence  due  south  to  where  the  southeast 
corner  of  said  section  twenty-five  and  thirty-six  crosses  said  Spring  branch ; 
thence  running  with  the  middle  of  said  Spring  branch  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning ;  supposed  to  contaui  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  of  land. 
Also,  a  portion  off  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  thirty  six,  township 
and  range  aforesaid,  beginning  where  the  line  between  sections  twentf- 
fiye  and  thirty-six  crosses  said  Spring  branch  ;  thence  running  up  same  in 
the  centre  of  the  channel,  with  the  meandering  of  said  branch  in  a  8onth< 
eaistern  direction,  to  a  point  where  a  line  running  north  from  said  point  of 
termination  to  the  line  between  sections  twenty-five  and  thirty-six  will  in* 
dude,  in  said  portion  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  said  section  thirty-six, 
twenty- one  acres  of  land,  or  more  if  necessary,  to  make  the  aforesaid  tract 
Qt  parcel  of  land  (supposed  to  contain  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres] 
a  full  quarter  section,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres:  To  have  and  10 
hold  the  above  described  tracts  or  parcels  oi  land,  without  any  reservation 
whatever,  to  the  said  county  of  Platte,  forever.  And  I  do  hereby  bind  my- 
self heirs,  administrators,  &c.,  by  these  presents,  that  I  will  make,  or  cause 
to  be  made,  to  the  said  county  of  Platte,  a  full  general  warranty  deed  in  fte 
simple,  with  a  full  relinquishment  of  dower  to  the  above  described  tracli 
or  parcels  of  land,  in  due  time,  provided  I  get  a  right  from  the  Geneval 
Goyernment  of  the  United  States  to  the  same,  under  the  penal  sum  of  tea 
thousand  dollars,  which  I  bind  myself,  heirs,  administrators,  &c.,  jointly  bf 
these  presents,  to  pay  if  1  fail  to  comply  with  same :  and,  further,  I  do  her^ 
relinquish  all  ri^ht,  title,  claim,  and  interest,  that  I  may  now  have,  or  may 
have  hereafter,  either  by  purchase,  pre-emption,  or  otherwise,  to  the  abova 
described  tracts  or  parcels  of  land,  to  the  said  county  of  Platte ;  the  landi 
•aforesaid  being  this  day  selected  by  the  commissioners  for  the  above  ooonty 
^m  a  county  seat  for  the  sanie. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  16th  November,  1839. 

ZADOC  MARTIN,  [sbal.} 
Test: 

Samuel  Haolt. 
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flail  L.  Wilkerson,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Platte  county,  do 
certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  tlie  original  bond  as 
given  by  Zadoc  Martin.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  sub- 
scribe my  name,  and  affix  the  seal  of  said  court. 

HALL  L.  WILKERSON,  Clerky 
By  J.  W.  GiBsox,  Deputy  Clerk. 


Fort  Leavenwortu,  October  16,  1838. 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  the  hberty  I  have  taken  in  addressing 
[ies  to  you  in  behalf  of  our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  Z.  Martin,  of  the  falls 
.  His  case  being  so  different  from  others  of  our  fellow-citizens  induces 
'rite  you  in  his  behalf.  He  was  placed  at  his  present  location  by  au< 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  spring  of  1828,  for 
pose  of  keeping  a  ferry  at  that  place  ;  which  he  has  established  and 
er  since,  honestly  and  faithfully  rendering  many  important  services 
jk>vernnient,  by  crossing  all  persons  and  property  belon^ng  to  it  free 
tie ;  and  in  1829,  while  I  was  on  the  Santa  Fe  road  with  the  gani- 
this  place,  a  company  of  militia  was  ordered  to  garrison  this  post; 
irtin,  with  his  hands,  crossed  and  re-crossed  them  and  their  property 
iole  time  free  of  charge,  which  occupied  him  and  his  hands  nearly 
lole  time.  And,  sir,  for  the  above  reasons,  1  do  believe  that  a  special 
oald  be  passed  in  his  favor,  allowing  him  to  survey  and  enter,  at 
Bnimum  price,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  at  the  place  set 
in  his  petition  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  use  your  best  endeavors  to  have 
iriies  accomplished.  I  need  say  nothing  about  his  character,  as  you 
iterybody  else  that  knows  him  will  testify  that  it  is  as  good  as  any 
person's  in  the  Union. 
ife  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RILEY,  Major  U.  S.  Army. 
the  Hon.  A.  G.  Harrison. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  November  1, 1838. 
4R  Sir  :  Understanding  that  Mr.  Z.  Martin  intends  applying,  through 
»  Congress  for  the  passage  of  an  act  entitling  him  to  the  pre-emption 
>f  a  section  of  land  at  the  falls  of  Platte,  where  he  now  resides,  I  take 
ire  in  adding  my  testimony  to  the  claim  Mr.  Martin  has  to  the  land  in 
on. 

ftve  now  been  at  this  post  since  the  year  1834,  at  which  time  Mr.  Mar- 
is residing  at  the  falls  of  Platte,  having  been  placed  there  by  the  com- 
ing officer  of  this  post  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  ferry  there,  for 
mvenience  of  the  garrison  and  of  the  public  generally,  and  at  the  same 
lad  charge  of  the  ferry  at  this  place.  He  was,  I  believe,  one  of  the 
It  settlers  in  the  Platte  country,  having  come  into  it  by  authority,  and 
violation  of  law,  as  is  the  case  with  most  of  those  to  whom  the  late 
option  law'  applies. 

m  capacity  of  quartermaster  at  this  post,  I  have  had  many  transac- 
nlh  Mr.  Martin,  and  have  always  found  him  willing  and  ready  to  do 
tWng  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Government  0 
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If  any  claim  to  the  pre  emption  of  a  section  of  land  be  allowed  by  Con- 
gress, I  should  certainly  think  Mr.  Martin  is  as  justly  entitled  to  it  as  any 
other  person  residing  in  the  Platte  country. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  SURRELS,  Captain. 
Hon.  A.  G.  Harrison, 

House  of  Representatives. 


Martinyille,  Falls  op  Little  Platte, 

November  2,  183a 

Sir  :  I  have  been  requested  by  Mr.  Z.  Martin  to  make  a  statement  to  yon  d 
all  I  know  respecting  his  location  at  the  falls  of  the  Little  Platte  ;  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  doing  so,  as  I  understand  it  is  his  intention  to  petition  Congraii 
to  grant  him  a  section  of  land  at  that  place,  he  paying  the  minimum  prioa 
or  Si  25  per  acre. 

I  have  Known  Mr.  Martin  for  nearly  ten  years ;  and  if  a  faithful  dischaige 
of  all  the  duties  imposed  on  him  by  his  location  would  entitle  him  to  hafe 
his  petition  favorably  answered,  it  is  my  firm  belief,  not  from  hearsay,  tmt 
from  ^rsonal  observation,  that  no  man  could  have  given  more  general  sat- 
isfaction, or  performed  all  the  duties  required  of  him  at  different  times  and 
by  different  commanders,  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  than 
Mr.  Martin  has  done. 

He  was  located  at  the  falls  by  General  Leavenworth,  in  1828,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  a  ferry  for  the  military  and  Indian  departments,  which 
services  he  performed  without  pecuniary  reward  or  compensation  from 
either  department ;  that,  together  with  transporting^  the  mail  from  Liberty 
to  Fort  Leavenworth,  (a  distance  of  near  thirty- five  miles,)  was  the  price 
he  paid  for  exposing  his  family  in  a  wilderness,  at  least  twenty  miles  distant 
from  the  nearest  white  inhabitant ;  and  during  all  our  Indian  difBcultieSv 
he  never  left  his  place,  but  continued  to  perform  all  his  duties  with  zeal  and 
cheerfulness. 

In  1834  I  was  in  command  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  when  I  placed  Mr. 
Martin,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  western  di- 
vision, on  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  Fort  Leavenworth,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  a  ferry,  with  the  same  restrictions  as  were  imposed  on  him  at 
the  Platte.  Afler  building  and  getting  his  ferry  in  a  prosperous  situation, 
it  was  taken  from  him,  and  again  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  military,  with 
DO  inconsiderable  loss  to  Mr.  Martin.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  Mr.  Mar- 
tin has  been  placed  where  he  is  as  a  public  man ;  that  his  services  hava 
been  requirea  both  by  the  military  and  Indian  departments,  and  in  ever^ 
case  rendered  with  cheerfulness.  And  I  know  of  no  man  who  more  emi- 
nently merits,  not  only  from  services  rendered,  but  by  the  exposure  of  him- 
self and  family  in  an  uninhabited  wilderness,  the  request  set  forth  in  his 
petition. 

And  here  permit  me  to  mention  other  considerations  which  should  in- 
duce Congress  to  grant  the  request  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  Mr.  Martin, 
namely  :  his  extensive  improvements,  which  are  so  arranged  as  to  embrace 
lands  on  either  side  of  the  river  Platte  ;  and  by  restricting  Mr.  Martin  to  the 
actual  number  of  acres  as  limited  in  the  late  pre-emption  la  w^might  cause  him 
to  lose  some  valuable  property,  which  is  valuable  alone  from  the  expense 
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iDcnned  in  buildin^i  &c.,  as  the  lands  on  either  side  are  of  an  inferior 
^ty,aiid  not  adapted,  either  by  soil  or  situation,  to  agricultural  purposes. 

With  the  hope  that  the  above  statement  of  facts  may  be  of  service  to  Mr. 
Ikrtin, 

lam,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  WICKUFPE. 

Hon.  A.  G.  Harrison. 


Liberty,  December  16,  I839t 

Dbar  Sir  :  Ck>Ionel  P.  B.  Martin,  who  will  deJiver  this,  is  now  on  his 

'      ^  to  Washington,  with  a  view,  amongst  other  things,  of  procuring,  if  prac- 

^ .     IpU^  ^  (he  present  session,  the  action  of  Congress  on  the  petition  of  his 

'     jper  for  a  grant  of  the  tract  of  land  in  the  Platte  country,  on  which  he  has 

Mided  for  many  years  past. 

During  your  visit  in  the  PlaUe,  you  saw  Mr.  Martin  in  person,  jand 
Jnmhiniseu^  as  well  as  from  other  sources,  you  are  already,  doubtless,  well 
Ikfarmed  of  the  character  of  his  claims ;  and  for  me  to  express  an  opiniop. 
Ihit  his  petition  merits  the  favorable  action  of  Congress,  will  not  add  to  what 
JBM  be  your  own  conviction  of  their  justice. 

ffinee  you  were  here,  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  hove 
located  on  the  land  petitioned  for  by  Mr.  Martin,  the  county  seat  of  Platte 
ooDDtjr,  and  Martin  conveyed  to  the  county  all  interest  in  160  acres ;  so  that 
Bowdiere  are  no  conflicting  interests  or  claims  on  the  land,  as  lam  inform- 
«i, but  those  growing  out  of  the  Spanish  grant,  located  some  year  or  two 


Mr.  Martin  is  anxious  to  have  your  attention  to  this  matter,  if  consistent 
vilii  your  views  of  right  and  duty. 

Jfr.  Martin  has  constructed  at  the  falls  mill-machinery  at  great  expense ; 
iod  if  he  fail  in  getting  title,  he  will  be  left  as  he  started  in  life,  with  nothing 
lathis  energy  and  industry;  with  this  difference,  however,  that  they  must 
be  exerted  in  a^e,  and  not  in  youth. 
Bespectfimy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  WOOD. 
Colonel  Thos.  H.  Benton. 


Barrt,  Clay  County,  Missouri, 

December  18,  1839. 

My  Dear  Sir  -  I^  compliance  with  the  wish  of  many  of  your  friends  of 
Vlitte  county,  I  seize  the  present  favorable  opportunity  to  address  you  upon 
4e  subject  of  the  present  pre-emption  law.  From  the  provisions  of  that 
Isv,  many  of  our  settlers  upon  the  Platte  lands  are  deprived  of  its  benefits. 
Ikaow,  and  have  always  known,  that  you  have  at  all  times  done  every  thin^ 
ibr  us  that  could  be  expected  of  any  man ;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  we  do 
^nrii  you  not  to  forget  us  in  this  our  most  trying  time. 

I  ipeak  plainly  to  you,  because  I  feel  that  you  are  our  friend,  and,  fur- 
dttiDore,  that  your  erood  sense  will  justly  appreciate  my  motives.  My  way 
iii  to  ask  in  plain  and  simple  language  what  I  want,  and  expect  the  samo 
from  my  friends. 
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One  very  particular  case  in  the  Platte  I  wish  to  inform  you  about ;  thai 
is,  Mr.  Z.  Martin's,  at  the  falls  of  Platte.  Mr.  Martin  settled  at  that  place 
some  ten  or  twelve  years  since,  (a  very  poor  man^)  by  special  contract  wifli 
the  Government  agents  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  General  LeaveawortI] 
called  upon  my  father  to  recommend  some  suitable  person  to  keep  a  ferT% 
across  Platte,  at  that  point.  Mr.  Martin  was  recommended,  ana  wai 
placed  there  for  that  purpose,  and,  by  prudent  and  economical  manage 
ment,  made  some  money;  and  as  soon  as  the  Platte  was  annexed  to  the  State 
he  commenced  building  a  mill,  (which,  perhaps,  you  recollect  seeing.^ 
Since  you  were  here,  the  lines  have  been  run  and  marked,  and,  in  runninj 
them,  they  run  in  such  a  way  as  to  cut  off  his  mill  from  him  entirely :  th( 
mill  is  in  one  corner  of  a  quarter-section,  and  the  county  has  settled  thi 
seat  of  justice  upon  it.  I  am  fearful  he  will  lose  all  that  he  has  accama 
lated  since  he  has  been  there.  If  you  can  do  any  thing  for  him,  U  wooU 
certainly  confer  a  lasting  favor.  My  father  put  him  there,  and  if  he  losA 
all  I  will  regret  it  very  much. 

We  look  to  you  as  our  common  friend,  and  the  supporter  of  tlie  poor  moM. 

1  know  it  is  out  of  the  course  of  things  to  help  his  situation ;  but  yon 
have  done  many  things  for  me  as  improbable  as  that  is.  I  sincerely  hojft 
that  our  pre  emptionlaw  will  be  so  amended  as  to  cover  my  man's  siiunp 
tion ;  and  the  deep  interest  I  take  in  that,  and  your  success,  I  hope,  is  a 
sufficient  apology  in  troubling  you  with  this  letter. 

If  you  can  spare  the  time  from  other  business,  write  to  me  upon  the  first 
opportunity. 

And  believe  me,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GLEN  J.  BURNETT. 

Thos.  H.  Benton,  U,  S.  Senate. 


/ 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  19,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

nmittee  on  the  Jiidiciaryy  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
rd  Holyoke^  and  others  heirs  at  law  of  Silence  Elliott^  report : 

the  petitioners  set  forth  that  they  claim  title  to  two  lots  of  land 
n  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  fonn- 
ODging  to  the  said  Silence  Elliott,  as  her  heirs  at  law ;  that  one 
askins,  as  administrator  of  the  said  Silence  Elliott,  sold  the  same^ 
title  is  now  vested  in  the  United  States  by  sundry  mesne  convey^ 
under  him ;  that  the  said  John  Haskins  never  was  administrator 
said  Silence  administration  having  been  granted  to  him  by  a 
qC  probate,  who  had  no  jurisdiction  to  grant  the  same ;  that  the 
m  have  recovered  judgment  against  other  persons  hblding  parcels 
lune  tract,  under  a  title' derived'from  said  sale,  in  the  highest  judi* 
ibanal  of  Massachusetts,  and  many  others  claiming  under  the  same 
lereupon  have  compromised  with  the  petitioners.  In  the  session  of 
30,  they  petitioned  Congress  for  leave  to  institute  a  suit  against 
lited  States,  which  was  rejected,  on  the  suggestion  that  their  claim 
)t  equitable ;  and  afterwards,  in  August,  1830,  the  term  of  forty  years 
1,  within  which  the  statute  of  limitations  allowed  a  suit  to  be  com* 
iy  and  the  said  claim  is  now  barred;  and  that  they  have  since  year- 
(wed  their  petition  to  Confess,  without  the  same  having  been  finally 
»D.  They  therefore  pray  that  they  may  be  authorized  and  empowered 
inaence  suits  against  the  United  States,  in  the  circuit  court  thereof 
district  of  Massachusetts ;  and  the  statute  of  limitations,  which  has' 
ainst  them  since  their  first  application  to  Congress,  may  not  be  set  up 
ur  against  their  claim. 

!  committee  have  examined,  fully,  the  facts  of  this  case.  It  appears, 
norily,  that  the  land  claimed  by  the  petitioners  consists  of  two  lob 
1  situate  on  Carver  street,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  between  Elliott  and 
Dt  streets,  containing,  together,  23,1 48|^  feet  of  land— one  lying  on  tlie 
ide  of  Carver  street,  having  upon  it  four  carpenters'  shops ;  and  the 
m  the  east  3ide  of  said  street,  having  upon  it  three  carpenters'  shops 
ie  school-house,  all  of  wood,  one  olT  which  is  two  stories  high,  and 
lers  one  story.  That  the  lots  are  worth  about  one  dollar  a  square 
The  title  of  the  United  States  to  these  lots  is  thus  derived  :  Thomas 
IS  and  Ralph  Haskins,  of  Boston,  being  indebted  unto  the  United 
SiffCi^prisicri. 
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States  in  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  upon  duty  bonds,  and  being 
insolvent,  conveyed  to  the  United  States  the  said  two  lots,  together  with 
two  other  lots,  by  deed  lawfully  executed,  bearing  date  the  26ih  of  December, 
1817,  in  trust,  to  sell  the  same  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  claims  of  the  United 
States  against  the  grantors,  on  any  account  whatever ;  and  if  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  said  sale^  should  eventually  be  found  more  than  sufficient  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  costs  of  executing 
the  trust,  the  surplus  to  remain  to  tlie  use  and  benefit  of  the  grantors  and 
their  heirs.    The  lots  in  question  were  conveyed  to  the  said  Thomas  and 
Ralph  Haskins  by  William  Greenough,  of  Boston,  by  deed  dated  27th 
August,  1817,  for  $5,000;  to  the  said  WiUiam  Greenough,  by  the  said 
Thomas  and  Ralph  Haskins,  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
John  Haskins,  of  Boston,  in  pursuance  of  a  sale  imder  a  power  in  his 
will  for  the  purpose,  for  $4,442  17,  by  deed  dated  29ih  July,  1815 ;  by 
John  Haskins,  jr.,  to  John  Haskins,  sen.,  the  testatator,  with  divers  other 
tracts,  for  £260,  by  deed  dated  17ih  March,  1791 ;  and  by  the  last  named 
John  Haskins,  as  administrator  of  Silence  Elliott  and  Sarali  Elliott,  of 
Boston,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  sale,  made  by  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  Boston,  and  in  pursuance  of  a  public  sale  made  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  law,  to  the  said  John  Haskins,  jr.,  for  £360,  by  deed  bearing 
date  the  5th  March,  1791.    At  the  time  of  this  last  sale,  the  title  to  thesB 
lands  was  in  the  petitioners,  as  the  heirs  of  Silence  Elliott  and  Sarah  Elliott, 
who  were  unquestionably  seised  of  them  at  the  time  of  their  deaths,  mid 
were  then,  and  long  before,  if  not  from  their  nativity,  non  compos.  On  their 
respective  deaths,  administration  upon  their  several  estates  was  granted 
to  John  Haskins,  sen.,  by  the  judge  of  probate  of  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
There  never  has  been  any  allegation  that  the  sale  was  unfair,  or  that  the 
land  did  not  bring  its  full  value  at  the  time,  (its  appraised  value  being  £336,) 
nor  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  not  applied  by  the  administrator 
fairly  and  lawfully  in  the  due  course  of  administration;   and  it  alio 
appears  that  the  administrator,  as  guardian,  to  the  amount  of  £297  2s.  6d. 
had  a  just  demand  against  the  heirs  of  the  several  intestates  for  advances 
made  by  him  for  their  support  and  maintenance.     After  the  lapse  of 
nine  years  from  such  sale,  a  suit  was  brought  by  the  petitioners  a)|[aiDSt 
John  Haskins  for  a  portion  of  the  said  lands  sold  by  him  as  administrator 
as  aforesaid,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  several  intestates,  at  the  time 
of  their  respective  deaths,  were  domiciled  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and 
not  in  the  county  of  Sufiblk,  and  that  the^raut  of  administration  made  hj 
the  judge  of  probate  of  Suiiblk  was  therefore  void.    So  doubtful  was  thw 
fact  considered,  that  there  were  six  trials,  in  four  of  which  Haskins  had 
verdicts,  which  were  set  aside  by  tlie  court  as  against  law.    In  the  fi(Ui| 
eleven  of  the  jurors  agreed  for  the  defendant,  and  the  other  refusing  to 
agree,  the  jury  were  discharged  ;  and  on  the  sixth  trial,  the  petitioners 
succeeded  in  obtaining  judgment  in  March  term,  1830.     This  suit  was 
only  for  a  small  part  ot  the  land  sold  by  the  administrator  to  John  Haskins, 
junior,  the  most  consiJerable  portion  ot  it  having  been  retained  by  him,  and 
never  resold  to  John  Haskins,  senior.     The  successful  plainiilfs,  in  the 
action  tried  afterwards,  compromised  witli  tlic  various  owners  of  the  other 
tracts  inchidtd  in  the  admin isirators  deed,  and  conveyed  to  lliem  their 
lijriit,  up:)n  buinjr  paid  about  one-quarter  i)art  of  the  value  of  the  lands  in 
coMlrovciNy.     It  is  .•ille;j^ed  that  this  compromise  Wcis  made  in  conformity  10 
the  snggf'blion  ol  the  judge  who  tried  the  cause,  tliat  all  the  equity  was 
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QQ  the  side  of  the  defendants,  although  the  law  was  on  the  side  of  the 
dafflants.  Thus,  after  six  trials,  in  a  protracted  lawsuit  of  more  thaa 
twenty  years,  in  which  four  juries  had  rendered  verdicts  for  the  defend- 
intt,  one  had  failed  to  agree,  and  only  one  verdict  was  rendered  for  the 
|)iaintifls,  litigation  was  terminated  by  a  compromise,  based  on  the  accept- 
mctt  by  the  plaintifis  of  one-fourth  of  the  amount  in  controversy.  During 
the  pendency  of  this  suit,  and  after  one,  if  not  more,  verdicts  had  been  ren- 
dein  fir  the  tenants,  the  United  States  became  the  owner  of  the  land ;  and 
tht  ame  has  since  always  been  occupied  by  tenants,  against  whom  the 
jditkmers,  if  they  had  seen  proper,  at  any  time  might  have  commence! 
their  action.  It  is  admitted  now,  that,  if  any  defect  ever  existed  in  the 
tide  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  cured,  and  become  unquestionable,  by 
the  heeling  influence  of  the  efflux  of  time. 

The  original  claim  of  the  petitioners  rested  entirely  on  a  strictly  techni- 
ol  role  of  law,  which  appears  to  the  committee  of  very  doubtful  character, 
and,  if  not  against  the  plainest  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  certainly 
limiishes  no  ground  to  appeal  to  the  mere  equity  of  others  to  abandon  a  legal 
fair  Co  a  legBl  claim,  which  time  had  furnished.  The  sale  of  which  they 
coofilaiDea  was  public,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  petitioners,  who  re- 
ccim  the  proceeos  of  such  sale  ;  and  then,  after  a  lapse  of  near  ten  years, 
fint  call  it  in  question  in  a  court  of  law,  when  time  had  removed  many 
viUMses  who  could  have  established  the  fact  of  domicile,  which  appears 
tohafe  beeu  the  only  fact  really  in  controversy,  beyond  dispute.  They 
mttt  twenty  noore  years  to  elapse  without  bringing  any  suit,  as  they  might 
htvedone  at  any  moment,  for  (he  land  now  belonging  to  the  United  States ; 
Mliov  ask  the  United  States,  whose  title  has  become  perfect  and  unques* 
tioBifal^to  permit  them  to  open  again  the  floodgates  of  litigation,  and  for  that 
fmsB  CO  renounce  the  confirmation  which  the  law  has  conferred  upon 
a  mm  tended  in  justice,  and  to  let  in  a  mere  technical  claim,  resting  for 
aeecv  upon  the  rigid  rules  of  law.  The  petitioners  are  manifestly  mis- 
lefao  in  supposing  that  tbev  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  bringing  an  ac* 
I  S>r  the  recovery  of  the  land  in  controversy,  because  it  belonged  to  the 
ted  States ;  no  such  obstacle  exists  now,  or  ever  did  exist,  to  prevent 
I  legal  assertion  of  their  rights,  if  any  they  had.  The  delay  has  proceeded 
bon  Tolantary  and  inexcusable  laches.  The  conunittee  cannot  admit  the 
prmdide  that  it  is  either  unjust  or  inequitable  for  the  United  States  to  avail 
dieiDselves  of  the  law  of  the  land  to  secure  their  title  to  property  justly  and 
booesdy  acquired.  It  can  never  be  unjust  to  oppose  a  legal  bar  to  a  mere 
l^pl  claim.  The  petitioners  are  without  any  color  of  equity  to  ask  any 
dung  of  the  United  States,  and  their  petition  is  a  mere  appeal  to  them  for  a 
boalion  of  the  land.  If  the  committee  could  conceive  that  there  was  any 
reaion  to  be  found  in  the  facts  in  this  case  to  justify  the  United  States  in 
Biakiog  a  voluntary  benevolence  to  any  one,  the  Haskinses  could  make  a 
Bwe  equitable  appeal ;  no  such  reason,  however,  can  be  found.  The  right 
of  the  United  States  to  retain  the  land  is  both  just  and  legal,  and  can- 
not be  affected  by  the  use  they  may  make  or  intend  to  make  of  it.  The 
petitioners  first  presented  their  petition  lo  Congress  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1830.  The  order  for  sale  was  made  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
coonty  of  Suflolk  on  the  1st  Tuesday  of  January,  1791  ;  and  the  sale  was 
nade  on  the  5th  of  March,  1791,  the  date  of  the  administrator's  deed.  Tho 
whole  tract  thus  sold  consisted  of  live  acres  one  quarter  and  thirty-two 
rods,  and  a  passage-way  ol  thirty  feet,  running  from  Elliott  street  to  the 
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westerly  part  of  the  tract.  The  petitioners,  at  any  moment  after  such  sale, 
might  have  broug^ht  their  suit  against  the  individuals  in  possession  of  the 
part  DOW  vested  in  the  United  States,  before  the  26th  of  December,  1817, 
when  the  conveyance  was  made  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  committee 
knowof  no  legal  impediment  against  their  bringing  such  suit  against  the 
tenants  of  the  United  States  who  have  occupied  it  since.  It  is  reasonably 
to  be  inferred,  from  the  history  of  the  suit  which  they  did  bring,  that  ilie 
petitioners  were  rather  deterred  from  instituting  a  suit  for  the  land  in  ques- 
tion by  the  doubt  that  rested  upon  their  right,  than  by  any  legal  obstacle ; 
so  far,  therefore,  as  relates  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  to  authorize  them 
to  commence  a  suit  against  the  United  States  to  try  the  title  to  this  land,  it 
would  be  idle  and  useless  legislation  to  pass  an  act  to  authorize  them  to 
do  what  they  misht  lawfully  have  done  at  any  time,  aqd  still  may  do, 
without  any  act  of  Congress.  As  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  asks  the 
United  States  to  relinquish  the  defence  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  rests 
upon  the  fact,  that  one  defendant  claiming  under  the  same  sale  as  the  United 
States  do,  after  six  trials,  in  five  of  which  me  plaintiffs  did  not  succeed,  (fear 
verdicts  having  been  rendered  against  them,)  failed  in  his  defence,  and  Ae 
tenants  of  other  portions  of  the  land  held  under  the  same  sale  therenpon 
bought  their  peace  by  paying  the  one-fourth  part  of  the  matter  in  contro- 
versy. 

The  committee,  therefore,  fully  concur  with  the  Judiciary  Committee  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  their  report  made  on  the  10th  of  Jonei 
18^ :  "  The  committee  do  not  think  that  the  success  of  the  petitioneni  in 
a  single  action,  where  the  nature  of  the  demand  and  defence  is  so  litd^ 
understood,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  departing'  from  settled  rules  and  safe 
policy.  They  do  not  think  it  expedient  for  the  Government  to  put  its  titt 
and  possession,  now  incontrovertible,  into  controversy,  when  that  contn^ 
versy  is  to  hang  upon  transactions  of  more  than  forty  years  standing ;  nor 
to  subject  the  lots  to  litigation,  after  such  long  sleeping  upon  their  sui^K)sel 
rights,  when  the  delay  is  not  explained  or  excused  ;  more  especially  w6a4 
the  claim  of  the  petitioners  appears  to  be  founded  in  a  technical  nicetirjoo 
subtile  to  strike  the  vision  of  the  court  and  the  actors  of  that  day.  Tito 
committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  [unjust  and]  unreaSOOh 
able^  and  that  it  be  rejected.'' 


2fth  CoNQUBsSj  [  SENATE.  ]  f  oqq  t 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  19,  1840. 
Submitted^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clayton  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

fk  Qwnmiiiee  on  the  Judiciary^  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Hichard  S,  Coxe^  assignee  of  David  Beard,  report : 

That  the  petition  of  Richard  S.  Coxe  states  that  "  a  certain  David  Beard^ 
rf  (he  State  of  New  York,  presented  his  memorial  to  Congress,  prcmng  re- 
■ODentioD  for  certain  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  certain 
oioen  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  by  a  reference  to  the 
lud  memorial  and  the  accompanying  papers  will  appear :  that  on  several 
tiCGMons,  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  which  the  same  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  said  Beard,  which  was  as  often  passed  through 
the  Senate  with  gjeat  unanimity,  but,  owing  to  a  want  or  time,  was  not 
Jiftrtlhrongh  the  House  of  Representatives.'* 

*That  from  a  full  examination  of  the  justice  and  merits  of  said  claim,  and 
Aevoequivocak  approbation  of  the  same  by  various  committees  who  had 
cfeujgeof  the  same;  and  finding  said  Beard  and  his  family  in  the  greatest 
leeniary  distress  and  difficulty,  sundry  persons,  actuated  by  humanity,  ad- 
vened hinn  funds,  and  he,  the  said  Beara,  ^ve  an  assignment  upon  the  said 
deim  to  the  petitioner  ;  and  that  this  assignment  is  now  held  by  him  in  trust 
fcr  himself  and  others ;  and  he  prays  that  a  bill  may  be  framed  directing  the 
peymeot  to  him  of  said  money." 

Devid  Beard,  in  his  original  petition  to  Congress,  in  1824,  stated  that  he 
end  Joseph  F'arwell,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  trading  under  the  firm  of 
David  Beard  &  Co.,  were  engaged  in  retailing  merchandise  in  Detroit,  and 
bed  also  a  store  in  Sandwich,  in  Upper  Canada.  Some  time  in  the  ram- 
mer of  1812,  previously  to  the  declaration  of  war,  Parwell,  one  of  theabova 
aimed  partners,  purchased  in  Montreal,  for  the  firm,  a  quantity  of  merchan- 
diee,  intended  for  their  usual  retail  business  at  their  store  in  Sandwich  ;  an 
igent  was  employed  to  attend  the  transportation  of  the  goods  up  the  St.  Law- 
xence,  who,  when  he  arrived  at  Prescott,  wasinforraedof  the  declaration  of 
war ;  and,  apprehending  that  the  goods  would  be  seized  by  the  British 
iafhoriti<^  as  American  property,  he  applied  to  the  custom-house  officer  e;t 
O^ensbiirg  to  admit  the  goods  for  safekeeping.  The  deputy  collector  re- 
foeedto  admit  them,  by  reason  of  the  nonimportation  law  being  still  in 
fercc :  but  expecting  daily  to  hear  of  its  repeal,  suggested  that  it  was  not 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  prevent  its  own  citizens  from  bringing 
home  their  property  under  such  circumstances ;  and  that,  if  the  goods  were 
hnmght  over,  and  put  into  some  place  of  safety  until  the  news  of  the  repeid 
BiiSrARiTwTpHnierar. 
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of  Ihc  nonimportation  law  should  arrive,  tlioy  could  then  be  lawfully  ad- 
mitted to  entry.  Tlie  goods  were  accordino^ly  brought  into  the  United  States, 
(except  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  detained  by  the  enemy,)  and  were 
soon  after  seized  by  tlic  revenue  officers  of  the  United  States.  A  part  of 
them  were  bonded  by  Farwell,  and  removed  from  the  custom  house  at  Og- 
densburg,  but  were  subsequently  seized,  condemned,  and  sold. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  United  States  received,  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  these  goods,  more  than  the  sum  of  $8,022  33. 

At  the  session  of  Congress  in  1824,  an  act  passed  in  the  following  words: 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  liereby,  authorized  to 
pay  to  David  Beard,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  such  sum  as  he  shall  be  satisfied 
accrued  to  the  United  States  from  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises,  belonging  to  the  said  David  Beard  and  Joseph 
Farwell,  introduced  into  the  district  of  Oswegatchie,  in  the  Stale  of  New 
York,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundredand  twelve,  and  which  were 
seized  by  officers  of  the  customs  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States." 

Under  this  act,  Beard  failed  to  establish,  by  proof,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  any  greater  sum  than  $4,178  82  accra- 
ed  to  the  United  States  from  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandises  of  Beard  and  Farwell.    Tliat  sum  was  paid  him. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  the  terms  of  the  act  of  1824,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing Beard  had  failed,  in  his  first  attempt,  to  establish,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  any  greater  sum  than  $4,178  82  had 
accrued  to  the  United  States  from  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  goods  of 
Beard  and  Farwell,  yet,  as  the  act  did  not  limit  the  time  within  which 
proof  should  be  exhibited.  Beard  might,  at  any  time  after,  on  the  discoveiy 
of  new  proof,  have  gone  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  d^ 
manded  such  further  allowances  as  he  might  be  able  to  estabUsh.  This  bt 
did  not  choose  to  attempt ;  but  preferred  a  further  resort  to  Congress.  And^ 
accordingly,  in  1830,  he  preferred  another  petition  to  Congress,  praying 
further  relief.  At  the  same  time,  he  exhibited  certain  affidavits  and  cwtifr 
cates,  which  satisfied  the  committee  to  which  his  petition  was  referred  that 
the  additional  sum  of  $3,843  51  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  from  the  fiir- 
feitnre  and  sale  of  his  goods  ;  and  an  act  was  passed  at  that  session,  directr 
iuff  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  $3,99S  84.  Whaft 
inauced  Congress  to  include,  in  the  act  thus  passed  for  his  relief,  a  sua 
greater  by  $155  33  than  had,  according  to  his  own  showing,  accrued  tothf 
United  States,  your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover.  Under  tliei# 
two  acts,  Beard  has  received  the  sum  of  $8,177  66  ;  when  he  only  claimed 
fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act  of  1824,  an  allowance  of 
^8,022  33,  as  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  Treasury  Department 

In  1832  Beard  again  preferred  his  petition  to  Congress,  and  a  report  MM 
made  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  which  it  was  referred,  recommeDdr 
ing  the  payment  to  him  of  the  further  sum  of  $2,000 ;  but,  upon  whttt 
•distinct  ground  the  report  does  not  specify.  A  bill  was  accordingly  report- 
ed;;but  it  did  not  pass,  and  the  petitioner  bad  leave  to  withdraw  his  petitioft 
and  papers. 

in  1835  another  petition  was  preferred,  and  a  committee  of  the  Senate 
haTing  it  in  charge  reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  interest.  This  biH 
pated  the  Senate,  but  did  not  pass  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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In  1836  another  bill  was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  and 
ptssed  that  body,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be 
p&id  to  David  Beard,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, the  sum  of  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars 
and  eighty-three  cents,  as  a  full  compensation  for  losses  sustained  by  hira, 
by  the  seizure  of  certain  property  belonging  to  the  said  David  Beard,  the 
proeeeds  of  which  said  property  were  paid  mto  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States;  but  this  bill  did  not  pass  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  the  14th  December,  1837,  Richard  S.  Coxe,  assignee  of  David  Beard, 
prefared  his  petition  to  the  Senate  ;  and  the  committee  to  which  it  was  re- 
fcfnd,on  the  2d  January,  1833,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of 
cfae  Treasury  to  pay  to  R.  S.  Coxe,  assignee  of  David  Beard,  out  of  any 
BiOKy  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  $8,427,  with 
inteiest  at  six  per  centum  from  the  3d  day  of  June,  1830,  until  the  same 
shall  be  paid ;  being  the  real  balance  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  arising  from 
tbe  forfeiture  and  sale  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  belonging 
40  the  said  David  and  a  certain  Joseph  Farwell,  <fec.  The  gentleman  who 
leported  this  bill,  having  discovered  the  error  into  which  he  had  been  led, 
when  it  came  up  for  consideration  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  where  it 
lonaioed  during  that  session. 

This  petition,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  has  been  taken  from 
thefileSy  and,  by  order  of  the  Senate,  again  referred  to  this  committee. 

Tbe  committee  would  observe  that  the  petition  does  not  state  any  distinct 
d  ot  relief.  It  alleges,  generally,  that  David  Beard  has  a  valid  claim 
i  Government,  and  that  this  claim  has  often  been  recognised  by  com- 
Biof  the  Senate  to  be  just;  and  that  their  reports  have  as  often  been 

iHiviul  by  the  Senate  with  great  unanimity. 

kcMDOt  but  be  perceived  that  no  two  of  these  reports  agree ;  and  that 

Aitaio  last  are  so  manifestly  mistaken  as  to  the  facts,  that  t^ey  are  not  en- 

liM  ao  moch  weight.    Each  professes  to  refund  the  whole  sum  paid  into 

AiTreaBory,  without  agreeing  upon  the  sum,  and  without  deducting  any 

tUag  tor  the  previous  payments. 

^  it  die  principal  sum  which  was  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
\  from  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  Beard  and  FarwelPs  goods  has  been 
fad,  and  more  than  refunded,  the  only  claim  that  the  petitioner  can 

, » to  establish  is,  that  interest  shall  be  paid  him  on  the  sum  received  into 
tiTKBSQTj,  from  the  time  it  was  received  until  it  was  repaid  to  Beard. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  case  having  occurred  in  which  the 
Oanmiment  has  paid  interest  on  the  remission  of  a  forfeiture,  and  the  re* 
MBBOt  of  the  money  accruing  to  the  Treasury  from  such  forfeiture. 

■  this  case,  the  goods  of  Beard  were  forfeited  for  a  violation  of  an  exist- 
i^kv,  and  were  legally  condemned  by  the  proper  tribunal.  The  applica* 
tifli  to  Congress  was  not  for  a  demand  of  right,  but  was  addressed  to  its 
IWnsity  and  clemency.  The  forfeiture  has  been  remitted,  and  the  money 
aeoiiii^  ^om  it  bas  been  repaid.  Your  committee,  therefore,  think  that  this 
■  ■«  t  case  in  which  justice  requires  the  payment  of  interest.  They  report 
*e  UkmiDg  resolution : 

RetohtaThat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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DOCUMENT 


THE  CLAIM  OF  JOHN  E.  BISPHAM, 

/Vr  the  payment  of  an  amcuni  of  prize-mmey  due  him. 


Fkbbuart  19, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  to  meeomptny  bill  S.  913. 

Treasury  Departmbht, 
F&urth  AudUm's  Office^  Ftbruary  17, 184a 

Sir  :  A  letter  of  the  Honorable  Heniy  Hubbard,  Chairman  of  the  Conir 

Mee  of  Claims  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  dated  on  the  14th  in- 

ttit,  haTingbeen  referred  to  this  office,  requestin^infonnation,  whether 

ienai  of  ^29  16,  awarded  by  Congress  to  John  £.  Bisphain,  as  one  of 

k  tqtors  of  a  piratical  felucca,  taken  in  the  West  Indies  in  1833,  baff 

tm  Mn  paid  into  the  Treasury,  by  reason  of  the  said  Bispham's  not 

ailiii|fi»r  the  same  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  I  have  the  honor  to 

■pn  that,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  the 

AaUent  of  the  United  States  was  authorized  to  cause  the  sum  of  $2,000 

li be  distributed  as  prize-money  to  Captain  Thomas  Holdup  Stevens  and  the 

ftu  captors  of  the  said  felucca ;  that  John  E.  Bispham,  now  a  lieutenant 

it  the  United  States  navy,  was  one  ot  the  said  captors,  and  as  such,  was 

cMided  to  $29  16  of  the  sum  so  authorirod  to  be  distributed ;  that  no  part 

rf  ifae  said  share,  to  which  he  was  entitled,  has  ever  been  paid  to  him ; 

aid  that  the  balance  of  the  appropriation,  made  by  the  said  act,  which  re- 

■used  unclaimed,  was,  some  years  since,  carried  to  the  surplus  fiind. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  with  the  enclosure,  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.DAYTON. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Ab  4.  Rives,  printers. 


4 


vGii£8S,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  210 } 

fion. 


AN  ACT 


OP  THE 


■RAL  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  STATE  OP  MISSOURI, 

TO 

raie  the  Alifie  a  la  Motle  and  Mississippi  Raibroad  Company^ 


February  19,  1840. 
ed  bf  Mr.  Young,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  aecompu^  Senate  bill  No.  933. 


ACT  to  incorporate  the  Mine  £  la  Motte  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company. 

nmXed  by  the  Oeiieral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missovri^  as  fol- 

I.  Johm  Baptiste  Vcdle,  Joseph  Pratte,  P.  Valle,  and  Bartholomew 

itt,  and  all  those  who  shall  become  stockholders  of  the  '^  Mine  & 

'  nd  Mississippi  Rsdlroad  Company,"  are  hereby  constitute  a 

.fKBte  and  politic  by  that  name  and  title,  for  the  purpose  and  with 

t  nd  power  to  construct  a  single  or  double  railroad  from  some 

prim  in  the  village  of  Mine  d  la  Motte,  or  its  immediate  vicinity, 

dgible  point  on  the    Mississippi  river  (said  railroad  shall  not 

lewssissippi  river  lower  down  than  Pratt's  landing^,  to  transport 

Tf  persons,  property,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  upon  die 

w  by  that  name  they  and  dieir  successors  shall  b6,  and  they  5ie 

VMed  with  the  right  and  privilege  of  constructing,  making,  and 

i  iiDtfle  or  double  railroad  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  they 

>3  neh  and  for  that  purpose,  have  perpetual  succession,  and  by 

emirate  name  aforesaid,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 

lyiMfend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  or  places,  and  in  all  manner 

Qlt;  and  they  and  their  successors  may  have  a  common  sealj  and 

hmge  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

'.I  If  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  within  seven  years iiom  the 

9  of  this  act,  construct,  finish,  and  put  in  operation,  tb^  whole  of 

^nilioad,  then  the  rights,  powers,  mculties,  and  privii^^ges,  under 

4  dull  cease  and  become  whdily  null  and  void. 

*  3.  The  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  shall  b^  three  hundred 

4M  dollars,  which  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  iifty  dollars  each  ; 

tiaid  company  shall  have  power  to  increase  the  capital  stock, 

"^die  aame  be  found  necessary,  in  order  to  die  completion  of  the 

^Miyio  a  sum  not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  five  faundied  thousand 

■ibiHipcjiiteis. 


I 
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Sec.  4.  Eloi  Lccompte,of  St.  Genevieve,  Amablc  Guyon,  of  Frederick- 
town,  Corbin  Alexander,  of  Famiington,  Bartholomew  St.  Gemine,  of 
Mine  a  la  Motte,  Timothy  Davis,  of  St.  Mary^'s  landing,  Ferdinand  Ro- 
zier,  of  Perryville,  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  within  the  period  of  eighteen  months  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  at  such  places  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  suitable,  to  open  books  to 
receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation ;  and  at 
least  ten  days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  commissioners  of  the  time  and 
place  of  opening  such  books,  by  advertisement  in  one  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  in  this  State  :  any  two  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  con- 
stitute a  board  for  receiving  such  subscriptions ;  and  each  subscriber,  at 
tlie  time  of  subscribing,  shall  pay  over  to  the  said  commissioners  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  on  each  share  for  which  he  may  subscribe,  and  thereby  he 
shall  become  a  member  of  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  5.  When  three  thousand  shares  shall  have  been  subscribed,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  the  commissioners  shall  deem  proper,  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  give  notice  for  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  appoint,  to 
choose  directors  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  of^  the  said 

company;  and  such  election  shall  then  and  there  be  made  by  such  of  the 
stockholders  as  shall  attend  for  that  purpose,  either  in  person  or  by  writ- 
ten proxy,  each  share  of  the  capital  stock  entitling  a  stockholder  to  one 
vote ;  and  the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  hold  the  said 
election,  and  certify,  under  their  hands,  the  result  thereof;  and  shaU  -. 
deliver  over  to  the  directors  so  elected,  the  subscription-books,  and  all  tl»  . 
moneys  which  shall  have  been  paid  to  them  on  the  shares  subscribed  ae 
aforesaid. 

Sec  6.  The  time  and  place  of  holding  the  first  meeting  of  the  directon   I 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  ihem ;  and  a  now 
election  for  directors  shall  be  made  annually  at  such  time  and  place  as  the 
board  of  directors  shall  appoint,  giving  thirty  days'  notice  of  tlie  time  and 
jdlace  of  meeting  for  the  said  purpose  by  publication  in  some  newspaper   • 
printed  in  this  State. 

Sec.  7.  The  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  management  of 
the  concerns  and  transactions  of  the  business  of  the  said  company,  a  ma- 

{'ority  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.     They  shaU    ] 
laye  power  lo  elect  a  president  of  the  board  annually,  who  shall  always  be 
a  director ;  to  make  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  affairs  of  the  said 
corporatk)n,  not  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Sec  8.  The  said  board  shall  also  have  power  and  be  competent  to  do 
all  and  every  act  necessary  to  carry  the  general  object  of  said  incorpo* 
ration  into  effect,  and  particularly  they  shall  have  jx)wer  to  appoint  an  en- 
gineer to  locate  said  road  and  to  direct  his  action ;  to  determine  on  the 
fine  and  location  of  the  said  road ;  to  contract  and  be  contracted  with  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  rights,  concerns,  and  interests,  of  the  said  cor- 
poration and  s^id  road;  and  to  ex}X)nd  and  pay  all  or  any  moneys  belong- 
ing to  tlie  said  company  in  the  construction  of  the  said  road. 

Sec.  9.  Whenever  any  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  directory  by  death, 
resignation,  or  assis^ument  of  stock,  the  remaining  directors  shall  have 
power  to  fill  such  vacuicy ;  and  all  directors  shall  be  members  of  tlie  said 
company  at  the  time  of  their  election,  and  shall  cease  to  be  directors, «/»» 
factOy  by  assigning  their  interest  in  the  said  company  to  any  otlier  person. 
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Sec.  10.  Assigiiments  of  stock  may  be  made,  bot  no  assignment  shall 
be  considered  valid,  or  vest  in  the  assignee  any  right  or  interest  in  the  said 

3)ration,  unless  such  assignment  shall  be  made  on  the  books  of  the 
company  and  witnessed  by  the  person  lawfully  in  custody  of  such 
books. 

Sec.  11.  The  said  corporation  shall  not  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  any 
oimMaon  or  neglect  to  elect  directors  or  a  president  at  the  time  in  this  act 
prorided ;  but,  in  such  case,  the  commissioners  or  the  directors  shall  have 
power  to  hold  an  election  at  such  other  time  and  place  as  they  shall  ap' 
point,  giving  notice,  however,  as  in  this  act  is  directed ;  and  the  directors 
shill  luwe  power  at  any  time,  when  necessary,  to  elect  a  president  pro 
tewforej  and  all  other  officers  required  by  the  by-laws  of  the  said  compa- 
Wft  all  of  whom  shall  be  governed  by  such  by-laws  and  regulations. 

Sbc.  12.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase,  acquire, 
aad  hold,  all  and  any  real  or  personal  estate  which  may  be  necessary  to 
the  execution  and  fulfilment  of  the  object  of  their  incorporation ;  and,  in 
pnticular,  they  shall  have  power  to  enter  upon,  hold,  occupy,  and  use,  all 
the  ground  which  shall  be  in  the  route  and  necessary  for  the  said  road, 
with  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  such  grounds ;  and  all  such  donations 
of  land,  money,  and  other  property,  which  shall  be  made  to  the  said  cor- 
pontion  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  m  the  construction  and  completion  of 
nUlioad. 

See.  13.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  power,  and  is  hereby  author' 
ittd,  to  erect,  construct,  build,  make,  and  use,  a  single  or  double  railroad 
cf  n^Ue  width  and  dimensions,  together  with  all  necessary  buildings, 
ereefiona,  and  devices,  on  the  line,  course,  or  way,  designated  and  appoint^ 
ed  by  the  directors  as  the  course  of  said  road ;  and  shall  have  power  to 
Rgiuile  the  time  and  manner  in  which  goods,  wares,  and  passengers, 
snD be  transported,  taken,  and  carried,  on  the  same;  and  to  take,  exact, 
cinige,  and  receive,  such  toll  as  to  them  shall  seem  reasonable  for  the 
tnmsnirtation  of  all  such  passengers,  goods,  wares,  and  commodities : 
Pnmded^  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  in  any  case,  ask  or  receive 
more  than  twelve  and  a  halt  cents  per  mile  for  conveying  a  passenger,  nor 
mne  than  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  ton  per  mile  tot  transporting  prod- 
uce  or  other  commodities :  And  provided^  aisoy  That  if  the  said  company 
shall  at  any  time  fail,  or  refuse,  to  transport  immediately  any  commodity, 
deposited  at  a  convenient  point  on  said  road,  in  good  order,  after  the 
amount  due  therefor  shall  have  been  paid  or  tendered  to  said  company,  or 
their  agent,  the  owner  may  recover  double  the  amount  of  said  freight  by 
action  of  debt  in  any  court  ha\ing  jurisdiction  of  the  same :  Provided^ 
That  said  company  shall  not  be  required  to  transport  at  any  time  more 
than  the  carriages  ordinarily  in  use  will  bear. 

Sec.  14.  Whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  said  railroad  to  cross 
any  navigable  stream  or  public  highway,  tlie  said  corporation  shall  be 
bound  to  construct,  and  keep  in  repair  at  their  own  expense,  a  free  pas- 
age  for  all  travelling  or  carriage  on  such  stream  or  highway ;  and  when 
any  individual  owns  land  on  both  sides  of  said  road,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  said  company  to  construct  and  keep  in  good  repair  one  causeway  for 
ciossing  said  road  with  wagons  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  15.  Any  person  who  shall  obstruct,  injure,  or  destroy,  the  said 
mad,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  building,  structure,  or  device,  belonging 
to  the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  the  said  corporation  triple  damages 
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for  such  obstruction,  injury,  or  destruction,  to  be  recovered  by  action 
the  case  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and,  moreover,  shall 
fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  use  of  the  cg 
ty  where  the  oflFence  is  committed,  to  be  recovered  by  indictment 

Sec.  16.  It  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  directory,  or  a  majority  of  then 
require  payment  of  the  sums  due  by  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  st 
at  such  times,  in  such  proportions,  and  at  such  places,  as  the  said  direc 
shall  order,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  all  previous  payments  ther< 
but,  when  payment  shall  be  required,  three  months'  notice  thereof  s 
be  given  in  one  or  more  public  newspapers  printed  in  this  State. 

Sec.  17.  The  propertv  and  effects  ot  the  said  corporation  shall  be 
fifom  tax,  and,  at  the  end  of  forty  years  fix)m  the  passage  of  this  act, 
General  Assembly  shall  have  power,  and  hereby  reserve  the  right,  to  ' 
chase  and  become  the  owners  of  the  said  road,  together  with  all 
appurtenances,  on  paying  for  the  same  at  a  &ir  valuation. 

JOHN  JAMESON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative 
FRANKLIN  CANNON, 
President  of  the  Senai 
Approved  January  30, 1837. 

LILBURN  W.  BOGGB 

I,  Henry  Shurlds,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  do  hei 
certify  that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  '^  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mi 
la  Motte  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company"  with  the  original  roll,  on 
in  my  office,  and  find  the  same  to  be  a  true  copy  thereof. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  oft 
J.  ^  seal,  at  the  city  of  Jefferson,  this  thirty-first  day  of  Janu 
^     ^'J  j^^  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

HENRY  SHURLDS, 

Secretary  of  Stat 
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RESOLUTIONS 

OP  TBB 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  INDIANA, 

To  obiain  the  e$iablMmefii  of  a  nuiil  route. 


February  20, 1840. 
trfiniil  10  Ike  CoHunittte  on  tke  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  befiriiited. 

A  JOIRT  RBBOLUnON  on  the  sobject  of  a  certau  mail-ro«te  therein  named. 

ftwfpiiij  hjf  tke  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana^  That  oar 

8Mlm  in  CJongresB  be  instracted,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to 

MdHir  inflnenoe  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a  mail- 

Mil  Imn  Springrille,  in  Lawrence  connty,  by  the  way  of  the  Yhrginia 

Ttanoe^  and  Stusford,  in  Monroe  county,  White  Hall  and  Speneer,  in 

OiMcomty,  to  Oreen  Castle,  in  Putnam  county,  in  the  State  ot  Indiana, 

HChtaiiiJatille,  in  Montg<»iieiY  county. 

Jtmkei^  That  the  OoTemor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  finre- 

liyjiiihitioii  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  m  CougreK. 

J.  a  READ, 
Speaker  of  tke  House  of  Bepresentaiioes. 
DAVID  WllilS, 
President  of  tke  Senate. 
iMoved  Fabmary  7, 1840. 

DAVID  WALLACE. 
^ABmsyprialcn. 


/ 
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RESOLUTIONS 

OPTBE 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  INDIANA, 

?•  ibatfi  a  grant  oj  land  to  establis/i  an  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb^ 

andblind* 


February  20, 1840. 
j  Bderred  to  the  Committee  on  PoUic  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


A  JODfT  RESOLUTION  relative  to  a  |[nuit|of  lands  for  an  asjrlom  for  deaf  mntet  and 

blmd  persons. 


,._  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana^  Hiat  oar 
in  Congress  be,  and  are  hereby,  instracted,  and  our  Representa- 
tramqiiiested,  to  use  their  influence  to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  to  tnis  State 
'  \  General  Government,  of  two  townshins,  for  the  construction  and 


■utef  an  asylum  for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  and  blind  persons. 

urndsedyfartherf  That  the  Governor  be  reouested  to  forward  a  copy  of 
isjaiBC  lesolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congxess. 

J,  G.  READ, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. . 
DAYID  WILLIS, 
President  of  the  Senate, 
k/pnred  February  7, 1840. 

DAYID  WALLACE. 

1*  4  RiTCi,  printers. 


MIOKB88,  [SENATE.]  rSlSV 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  21,  1840- 
SobmiUed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

mmittee  on  the  Judiciary ^  to  whom  teas  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Kerr,  of  Newbwg^  in  the  State  of  New  York,  report  : 

I  tlie  petitioner  sets  forth,  in  substance,  that  on  the  28th  of  March, 
le  dehvered  to  John  Dunlop,  a  private  surveyor,  three  military  land 
ts,  Nos.  4,021,  6,282,  8,787,  for  100  acres  each,  which  he  promised 
te  for  him  in  the  Miami  purchase,  made  by  John  Cleave  Symmes, 
ir  Jersey,  of  tlie  United  States;  that,  having  full  confidence  that 
thing  was  done  right,  he  rested  entirely  easy,  and  felt  safe,  but  at 
made  inquiry  how  his  warrants  had  been  disposed  of,  and  was  in* 
I  that  John  Dunlop  was  dead ;  and  after  various  inquiries  of  divers 
nen,  he  caused  setirch  to  be  made  in  the  public  offices  in  Washings 
1838,  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  found  that  John  Cleave  Sraunes 
tamed  all  his  land  warrants,  and  had  received  for  the  same  jrferedit 
!  United  States  in  payment  of  his  lands,  and  that  his  estate  was  in- 
t;  and  that  he  is  remediless  save  only  through  the  medium  of  the 
nimous  justice  and  liberality  of  Congress.  He,  therefore,  prays  that 
be  passed  directing  a  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  him  equal  to  th& 
t  value  of  the  300  acres  of  land  in  Symmes's  purchase,  or  that  a  patent 
isue  for  such  a  inlmber  of  acres  as  will  correspond  with  the  present 
of  300  acres  in  said  purchase,  to  be  located  at  th^  option  of  the  pe^ 
r,  on  any  public  land  of  the  United  States  in  any  State  or  Territory, 
s  petition  is  accompanied  by  the  receipt  of  John  Dunlop,  which  ap^ 
to  be  genuinei  Mo  evidence,  however,  is  presented  m  respect  to 
'the  other  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition.  Admitting,  however,  that 
lis  are  true,  it  presents  a  sstrange  and  singular  laches  on  xhe  part  ot 
titioner,  only  equalled  by  the  extraordinary  nature  of  his  prayer  for 
The  committee  cannot  discover  the  slightest  foundation,  either  ii> 
iistice,  reason,  or  propriety,  for  the  United  States,  at  this  late  day,  to 
te  the  responsibility  of  the  acts  of  John  Dunlop,  who  was  connded 
the  petitioner,  or  of  John  Cleave  Symmes,  in  the  transaction  nar- 
in  his  petition,  over  which  the  petitioner  has  quietly  slumbered  for 
''  fifty  years.  The  case  of  Ihe  petitioner  would  seem  to  rest  upon 
munption  of  the  principle,  either  that  the  Unit^  States  are  responsi- 
r  the  acts  of  the  purchaser  of  public  lands,  or  of  a  surveyor  employed 
}  location  thereof,  neither  of  which  appears  to  the  committee  just  or 
sable. 

e  eonunittee,  therefore,  report  the  following  resolution : 
mbedj  That  the  piayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted* 
rSvii^  pcnteni.  "^ 
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1^  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  21,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printei?. 


Mr.  Wall  made  tlie  following 

REPORT: 

Tk  Committee  on  the  Judiciary y  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 

Mc  (Jolly,  report  : 

Thit  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  about  the  year  1815,  he  was  appealed 
t  by  Jonathan  Jackson,  then  collector  of  internal  duties,  for  the  fourth 
collection  district,  in  Virginia,  to  become  his  surety,  assuring  him  that  his 
Uer,  Edward  Jackson,  and  his  uncle,  John  Jackson,  and  Judge  John 
.0>  Jackson,  would  join  as  co-sureties  in  the  bond,  and  thereupon  he  exe* 
cMed  the  same.  That  bond  was  not  accepted  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
Bmt,  because  the  penalty  was  not  large  enough,  and  was  returned  to 
)<Mdnn  Jackson,  and  the  petitioner  then  discovered  that  John  G.  Jackson 
Unoinmed  it,  and,  although  a^n  solicited,  refused  to  sign  any  new 
bond,  and  supposed  his  suretyship  ended.  The  collector  became  a  de- 
faller  fcr  a  large  amount ;  an  action  was  brought  against  the  collector, 
tbe  iKiitioner,  and  Edward  and  John  Jackson,  upon  an  alleged  official 
^ooi  The  petitioner  never  employed  any  attorney,  or  attended  to  the 
rtttt,  and  the  collector  made  an  arrangement  which,  he  alleges,  was  with- 
^  his  knowledge  dr  consent,  by  which,  judgment  was  confessed  against 
*e  obligors,  who  were  the  same  named  iu  the  bond  returned  from  the 
Tftttury  Department.  The  petitioner  swore  to  an  answer  to  a  bill  in 
Aaicery,  filed  by  the  United  States,  against  the  defendant,  to  remove  en- 
^umfciances,  and  then  first  set  up  that  he  never  did  sign  the  bond,  on 
^ich  the  judgment  was  founded,  and  he  believed  that  his  name  was 
^tafarred  iiom  the  bond  first  signed,  to  the  one  in  question.  A  decree 
^made  against  him  on  the  6th  September,  1826,  and  his  real  estate  sold 
•ivery  great  sacrifice,  for  $1,818,  which  he  prays  may  be  reimbursed  to 
Ibq. 

The  committee  cannot  discover  any  ground  for  relief,  in  the  case  made 
^  the  petitioner.  The  bond,  which  he  alleges  to  have  be»n  forged,  was 
^tocuted  in  1815,  if  executed  at  all.  He  suffers  judgment  thereon  to  be 
*nfe«ed,  without  murmur  or  complaint.  He  made  no  application  to 
*c  court,  or  complaint  against  the  attorney  who  confessed  the  judgment, 
^  against  whom  he  might  have  had  redress,  if  he  acted  without  author- 
*r-  When  a  bill  is  filed  on  the  equity  side  of  the  same  court,  founded 
^4at  judgment,  he  does  not  denv  the  genuineness  of  his  signature,  but 
^Sg«tts  timt  it  was  transferred  from  the  bond,  which  he  admits  he  did 
^to  the  one  on  which  judgment  was  entered.  It  docs  not  appear  tha| 
Kf4  Rives,  prinierv.  A 
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he  ever  attempted  to  prove  even  this  feet,  but  suffered  !iis  property  to  be 
sold,  after  having  maide  an  ineffectual  effort  to  place  it  beyond  tlie  reach 
of  the  judgment,  and  after  the  death  of  Jonathan  Jackson,  his  principal, 
in  1833,  he  first  applied  to  Congress,  and  sets  up  a  charge  of  forgery 
against  him.  He  does  not  produce  any  e\idence  of  such  forger^'',  entitled 
to  be  considered  legal,  and  such  as  he  has  produced,  even  if  legal,  does 
not  excite  even  a  suspicion  of  such  forgery.  The  case  of  a  petitioner  is 
to  be  ascertained,  not  only  by  the  evidence  produced,  but  by  the  failure  to 
produce  the  evidence  to  sustain  his  case,  which,  if  well  founded,  might, 
and  ought  to  have  been  produced.  If  the  case  of  the  petitioner  was  well 
founded,  he  ought  to  have  proved  that  the  bond  was  a  forgery ;  that  the 
confession  of  judgment  thereupon  was  unauthorized  by  him ;  that  he  had, 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  that  iact,  applied  to  the  court  for  relief;  that  he 
had  prosecuted  the  attorney  who  confessed  the  judgment,  or  that  he  was 
insolvent,  and  that  he  exercised  the  kind  of  diligence  which  a  man, 
charged  with  a  heavj'*  debt  upon  a  foiled  bond,  would  ordinarily  use  to 
make  defence  and  free  himself  from  an  unjust  demand.  On  tlie  contrary, 
he  admits  that  after  lie  was  apprized  of  his  liability,  he  became  satisfied 
with  the  delusive  assurances  of  his  principal,  who,  at  the  time,  he  now  al- 
leges, ho  believed  to  be  guilty  of  forgery,  and  that  he  niatle  an  effort  to 
place  his  property  beyond  the  reach  of  the  judgment,  which  compelled 
the  United  Slates  to  apply  to  the  equity  powers  of  the  court,  to  defeat.  The 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  have,  an- 
nually, reported  against  the  petitioner  since  he  first  presented  his  claim,iii 
1833 ;  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  it  appears  that  an  experiment  has  been  • 
made  in  the  Senate,  without  any  new  light,  or  additional  evidence,  on  te 
8ul]gect.  The  committee  tliink  that  the  case  of  the  petitioner  is  whoUf 
«^destitute  of  any  feundation  in  law,  justice,  or  equity,  and,  dierefore,  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
Resohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted* 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  21,  1840. 
Submined,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 

REPORT J 

immiiiee  on  the  Judiciary ^  to  ulwni  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Johnston^  formerly  Indian  agent  at  Pequa^  report : 

t  the  petition  sets  forth  that,  at  the  July  term,  1839,  of  the  district 
if  Ohio,  a  judgment  was  rendered  against  him  in  favor  of  the  United 
iimder  an  erroneous  view  of  his  case,  for  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
nentjr-one  dollars  and  forty -eight  cents,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by 
cuments  therewith  presented  ;  and,  therefore,  prays  the  passage  of 
toidieTe  him  from  the  operation  of  the  said  judgment,  interest,  and 

■  Jilhe  whole  substance  of  the  petition,  which  is  accompanied  by 

ilfldier  papers. 

ke  petitioner  does  not  see  proper  to  exhibit  his  case  in  his  petition, 

lid  be  not  only  contrary  to  parliamentary  usage  but  of  dangerous 

icy  for  a  committee  to  attempt  to  extract  it  from  a  mass  of  papers 

be  may  see  proper  to  send  with  it.     The  labors  of  this  committee 

Sciently  onerous  to  engage  all  their  time,  without  assuming  that  of 

Dg  the  causes  of  complaint  or  relief  of  petitioners,  who,  for  any 

whatever,  omit  to  set  them  forth  in  their  petitions. 

i  committee  therefore  report,  that  the  petition  is  wholly  defective  in 

{ forth  any  cause  of  grievance  or  for  relief,  or  any  statement  of  fects 

ify  any  legislation,  and  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  fiir- 

ODsidcration. 

I  Rites,  priment. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Febrvary  21, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  HvBBARD  made  the  following 
KEPORT: 

k  Committee  of  Claims,  to  wluyin  was  referred  the  memoricU  of  William 
iUbrrotr,  praying  for  remuneration,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  a  contract 
f^  filing  a  space  at  the  Washvigton  arsenal^  report : 

That  in  April,  1837,  the  memorialist  entered  into  a  contract  with  Captain 
ffliay,  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  for  filling  with  earth  a  certain  spe* 
ed  space  at  the  Washington  arsenal.  The  quantity  was  estimated  in 
I  eoDtract  at  36,000  cubic  yards,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  35  <^nt8 
:  yard.  To  fulfil  this  contract,  which  would  amount  to  $12,250,  Miw 
xiov  made  such  arrangements  as  he  deemed  judicious  and  expedient 
r  die  most  profitable  completion  of  the  work.  It  was  to  be  done  by  the 
It  dar  of  October  then  next,  to  the  amount  of  36,000  cubic  yards.  Ho 
film  his  portion  of  the  contract  to  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  or 
112,000,  which  he  was  paid,  it  being  t>nly  9^50  less  than  what  be 
isetod  the  whole  work  would  amount  to  when  he  made  the  contract,  and 
which  he  made  all  his  necessary  preparations ;  nor  does  it  appear  they 
re  made  or  should  have  been  made  at  any  greater  extent  In  183& 
itber  appropriation  was  made,  and  Mr.  Morrow  was  permitted  to  proceed 
h  the  work  on  the  terms  of  the  contract,  though  we  are  of  opinion  that 
zpired  by  operation  of  the  act  of  May  1, 1820,  which  declares  that  "no 
imet  shall  be  made  except  under  a  law  authorizing  the  same,  or  under 
apfroprialion  adequate  to  its  fulfilmentP  When  the  first  appropria- 
I  was  expended,  the  contract  was  at  an  end ;  and  as  the  work  already 
le  by  Mr.  Morrow  amounted  to  what  was  contemplated  at  the  time  it 
I  made,  be  had  no  equitable  claim  for  a  continuance  of  it,  unless  he 
dM  perform  the  remainder  upon  as  favorable  terms  as  any  other  person. 
\  still  he  was  allowed  to  proceed  with  the  work  under  the  appropriation 
1838,  on  the  same  terms  as  formerly;  and  the  amount  which  be  r^eived 
ler  the  second  appropriation  was  $9,809  09,  making  in  the  whole  more 
n  $9,600  over  and  above  what  ii  was  originally  calculated  the  work 
aid  amount  to. 

kfter  the  appropriation  of  1839  was  made.  Captain  Bell,  who  had  suc- 
ded  Captain  Ramsay,  believing  that  Mr.  Morrow  had  no  legal  or  equita- 
elaim  to  perform  the  residue  of  the  work,  unless  on  as  low  terms  as  any 
er,  and  actuated,  as  we  presume,  by  proper  motives  of  economy,  g^^^pp* 
residue  of  it  to  a  Mr,  Wise  at  26 J  cents  per  cubic  yard.    The  miH^ 
ic  Alms,  printers. 
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which  Mr.  Wise  did  amounted  lo  $2,S81  08.  It  is  for  not  being  allowed 
to  complete  this  work  of  filling  up  at  35  cents  per  yard  that  Mr.  Morrow 
asks  remuneration ;  and  he  rests  iiis  claim  upon  the  ground,  that  the  con- 
tract gave  it  to  him,  and  that  he  had  been  at  great  expense  in  purchasing 
earth,  and  making  roads  and  a  bridge,  for  the  completion  of  the  whole 
work.  But  the  contract  expired  by  the  operation  of  law  at  the  expenditure 
of  the  first  appropriation,  as  before  stated ;  and  as  tlie  whole  work  at  tlie 
time  the  contract  wiis  made  was  estimated  to  cost  only  $12,250,  and  his 
arrangements  and  preparations  must  have  been  made  accordingly,  and 
based  upon  that  calculation.  :ind  as  he  has  done  work  to  the  amount  of 
^21,909  (almost  double  what  was  contemplated  when  he  made  the  con- 
tract and  the  arrangements  for  its  execution),  it  does  not  seem  that  he  can 
have  suffered  any  peculiar  hardship,  or  been  injured  by  any  agent  of  the 
United  States  in  this  respect ;  and  we  are  satisfied,  that,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances in  the  case,  he  is  neither  in  law  or  equity  entitled  to  any  relief. 
We  therefore  report  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Articles  of  agreement,  made  on  the  lOth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1837,  beiitem 
Captain  George  D,  Ramsay,  comtnanding  officer,  Washington  arseMl^ 
of  the  one  part,  and  William  Morrow,  of  the  city  of  Washington^  Dih 
irict  of  Columbia,  of  the  other  part. 

This  agreement  witnesseth,  that  the  said  Captain  George  D.  Ramsay,  fir 
and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  said  William  Mo^ 
row,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  have  mutaab 
agreed,  and  by  these  presents  do  mutually  and  covenant  agree,  to  and  with 
each  other,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  the  said  William  Morrow  shall  fill  up  the  space  at  the  Wash- 
ington arsenal,  between  the  seawall  (on  the  eastern  and  northeastern  points) 
and  the  present  shore,  with  good  earth,  say  35,000  cubic  yards  (more  01 
less) ;  said  filling  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  comnoandiiifi 
officer  of  said  arsenal,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  determine ;  the  woric  afl 
all  times  to  be  under  his  the  commanding  ofiicer's  directions. 

2d.  The  said  William  Morrow  shall  complete  the  delivering  and  filUoj 
in  of  35,000  cubic  yards,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October,  1837. 

3d.  The  measurement  of  the  said  earth  shall  be  made  in  the  embanknieDl 
from  which  it  is  taken. 

4th.  All  the  labor  and  materials  of  the  abovenamed  work,  shall  be  fiir 
nished  by  the  said  William  Morrow. 

6th.  The  United  States  a^rec  to  pny  tlie  said  William  Morrow,  for  everj 
cubic  yard  (27  cubic  feet)  ot  earth  so  delivered,  thirty-five  cents. 

6th.  The  payment  for  the  above  work  shall  be  made  monthly,  and  thi 
United  States  shall  retain  ten  per  centum  on  all  sums  so  paid,  until  the 
work  i^  completed  ;  said  ten  per  centum  to  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Stales, 
in  case  the  said  William  Morrow  shall  fail  to  perform  his  part  of  this  agrce^ 
ment. 

It  is  distinctly  understood  that  the  above  stipulated  .iniount  is  all  that  the 
said  William  IVlorrow  shall  receive ;  that  no  extras  of  any  kind  shall  be 
charged  or  paid  for.  any  custom  or  usaire  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

7tli.  No  member  of  Congress  shall  in  any  way  be  interested  in  ihw 
agreement. 
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In  witnen  whereof,  the  undersififned  have  hereunto  placed  their  hands 
lid  aeals^  the  year  and  day  first  above  written. 

GEO.  D.  RAMSAY,  [l.  s.) 
Captain  of  Ordnance,  Commanding. 
WM.  MORROW.        [l.  8.] 
Witness  to  the  signature  of  Captain  Ramsay : 

JNO.  B.  SCOTT,  Lt.  U.  S.  A. 
IViliiess  to  the  signature  of  Wm.  Morrow : 

THOS.  SEWELL. 
^ipioved.  GEO.  BOMFORD^ 

Colonel  of  Ordnance, 
k  true  copy.  G.  TALCOTT, 

Lieut,  Colonel  of  Ordnance. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  March  28,  1839. 
Sie:  On  the  subject  of  Mr.  Morrow's  letter,  respecting  his  contract  for 
imk  at  Washington  arsenal,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  matter  isr 
vder  examination  in  this  office,  on  the  direct  application  of  Mr.  Morrow. 
Jx  qnears  that  Mr.  Morrow  contracted  to  fill  in  a  certain  space  of  marsh 
at  Washington  arsenal  with  earth,  say  36,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  at 
9B  cents  a  yard,  and  the  quantity  of  filling  just  stated  (35,000  cubic  yaids) 
ViS  10  be  done  by  the  1st  of  October,  1837 ;  this  would  amount  to  $12,250, 
«lm  that  year  he  was  paid  for  the  work  $12,000.    In  1838,  another  ap- 
on  naving  been  made,  he  was  allowed  to  eo  on  under  the  same 
,  and  in  that  year  he  was  paid  $9,809  91 .    His  present  object  is  to 
the  work,  under  the  impression  that  he  is  entitled  to  finish  the 
» of  the  filUng  required. 
Qflain  Ramsay  has  stated  that  this  was  his  understanding  of  the  agree- 
■M;  bat  the  terms  of  the  contract  do  not  appear  to  bear  this  construc- 
tei  and  sach  an  arrangement  is  expressly  prohibited  by  the  act  of  the  1st 
Hay,  1820,  directing  that  no  contract  shall  be  made  "  except  under  a  Una 
mSmizing  the  same,  or  under  an  appropriation  adequate  to  its  fulfil^ 


Ckptain  Bell,  finding  that  the  work  can  now  be  done  at  26  cents  a  ynid, 
was  proceeding  to  make  arrangements  accordingly  for  continuing  the  work 
m  dMXse  terms,  provided  there  shall  be  any  funds  applicable  to  it,  after  com- 
pktinff  other  improvements  which  he  is  directed  first  to  make. 

Under  idl  the  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Morrow  is  enti* 
ded  to  nothing  more  than  to  be  permitted  to  continue  the  work  (if  ther& 
fkoM  be  any  means  of  doing  so)  on  terms  compatible  with  the  public  in- 
toest  In  consideration  of  his  having  incurred  expenses  in  the  erection  of 
abridge,  and  having  made  other  arrangements  for  the  purpose,  1  would  rec- 
onmend  that  a  preference  be  given  to  him  if  he  is  willing  to  do  the  work 
<m  soch  term». 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

GfclO.  BOMFORl), 

CoL  of  Ordnance. 
Hod.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 
A  true  copy.  «•  TALCOTT, 

'^^  U  Col.  Ordnance- 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  21, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

Th  Commiiiee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Adam  JEbtt 
fw  remuneration  for  two  horses  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
m  1814,  report  : 

Thai  the  claimant  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  an  expedi- 
tiflB  against  the  Creek  Indians  with  a  team  of  horses  employed  in  tnouk 
miiig  the  blacksmith's  tools  belonging  to  the  brigade,  ana  two  of  the 
knet  of  said  team  died,  and,  it  is  dleged,  from  excessive  fatigue  or 
Mil  of  forage. 

Tben  is  no  testimony  who  employed  the  claimant,  nor  on  what  terms 
ItoVH  employed,  whether  the  risk  to  which  the  horses  must  unavoidably 
kopond  was  his  own  or  not,  or  whether  he  was  to  procure  his  supply  of 
teife;  Dor  is  tlie  testimony  at  all  conclusive  that  they  died  for  want  of 
infL  With  this  deficiency  in  the  testimony,  the  conunittee  report  the 
Mmng  resolution : 

Meselvedj  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
fall  d  the  subject. 
ihir  k  RiTes,  printeis. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  21, 1840. 
Submitted,  and  ordered  Co  be  printed, 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

%  Committee  of  Claims,  to  taftwn  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
9fJohn  Ireland,  for  the  payment  of  a  house  destroyed  {as  is  alleged),  in 
wnequencc  of  its  having  beer^  in  the  military  occupation  of  the  United 
Slalts,  report  : 

That  they  have  very  carcfnlty  looked  into  the  history  of  this  claim,  and 
ivchc  n  most  forcibly  rcinindt.Ml  b^  the  examination,  of  the  indisi>ensable  ne- 
«iiy  of  establishing  ;i  board,  ilTor  no  other  purpose,  to  be  invested  with  tlie 
ithority  of  representing:  the  United  States,  in  the  taking  of  testimony  to 
ihtuitiate  private  chutiis.  In  the  origin  ot  this  claim,  the  owner  of  the 
wperty  then  Ijeino;  ahve,  claimed  remuneration  for  the  vaUic  of  the  proper- 
jrdestroyed  ;  describing:  it,  and  putting  a  value  upon  it  attliis  time,  under 
Bowi  hand,  at  four  hundred  dollars.  It  is  now  proved  by  expone  tcsti- 
Mtty  to  be  of  the  value  of  lour  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
The  committee  in  relation  to  this  particular  claim,  would  incorporate  in 
etr  report,  the  very  satisfactory  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  of 
sHouseof  Represoulatives,  February  16,  1818. 

That  committee  in  their  report  stated  as  follows  : 

'That  subsequently  to  their  first  report,  Commodore  Joshua  Barney  ad- 
wed  a  letter  to  the  Honorable  John  Forsyth,  of  the  House  of  Roprosenta- 
es,  from  the  Stale  ot  Georgia,  disclosing  what  the  committee  deem  impbr- 
It  (acts  in  relation  not  only  to  the  case  immediately  under  colisideirktioti, 
t  which  ought  also  to  have  great  weight  in  deeiding  similar  casies  now 
ore  the  House. 

*  The  committee  would  beg  leave  to  insert  that  letter  in  their  report,  as 
^ws: 

*'  Baltimore,  January  27,  1818. 

•  Sir  :  I  never  was  more  surprised  than,  in  reading  the  prooeedinsis  of 
ngress,  to  find  that  Mr.  John  Ireland  had  petitioned  to  be  paid  for  a 
asc  (tobacco-house  I  suppose),  said  to  have  been  burnt  by  the  BritS^h, 
accoant  of  having  been  occupied,  &c.,  by  men  belonging  to  the  floii^ 
der  my  command.  Ifthe  house  in  question  was  the  tobacco-house  at  A. 
onord^s  creek,  the  petitioner  can  have  no  claim  whatever  on  that  aceonut. 
lephiee  where  it  was  situnted,  was  a  common  landing,  and  where  I'^Md 
iblislied  tents,  &c.,  near  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  store»r^ 
Wk  RiTcs,  priaters. 
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provisions  from  Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Washington.  Some  few  small 
sails  were  laid  upon  the  rafters  and  tobacco,  to  keep  them  from  the  weather; 
but  the  sails  and  every,  other  article  were  removed  from  that  place  to  Hunt- 
iiigton  court-house^  some  time  before  the  British  landed  and  burnt  the  house. 
It  never  was  occupied  by  my  men  except  in  the  instance  cited.  After  the 
battle  of  the  26th  June,  1814,  in  which  we  drove  the  blockading  squadron 
from  before  the  creek,  the  flotilla  moved  up  the  creek  opposite  to  Hunting- 
ion,  and  received  on  board  from  that  place  all  the  sails,  stores,  and  materiids 
of  the  flotilla,  nothing  being  left  but  some  round  shot  and  iron  ballast,  near 
the  said  house  on  the  landing ;  so  that  the  destruction  of  that  property  had 
no  connexion  with  the  flotilla,  any  more  than  the  destruction  of  Mr.  Palti- 
soris  house  had  with  the  militia ;  for  Pattison  would  not  suffer  a  man  to  go 
on  his  place  for  its  defence,  but  declared  he  would  shoot  the  flrst  man  that 
attempted  to  do  so,  rather  trusting  to  the  enetny  than  the  protection  of  the 
militia.  This  statement  was  made  to  me  immediately  after  his  declaratioD, 
and  soon  after  his  house  was  burnt,  which  could  have  been  defended  with 
ease,  had  not  Mr.  Pattison  prevented  it.  I  do  hope,  sir,  if  any  more  claims 
are  made,  in  which  myself,  or  the  officers  and  men  of  the  flotilla,  are  mea- 
tioned,  that  I  may  be  referred  to,  when  a  true  statement  shall  be  made  for 
the  satisfaction  of  Congress. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

"  From  this  letter,  the  committee  think  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  cause 
assigned  by  the  claimant,  for  the  destruction  of  his  house,  could  not  have 
been  the  real  one.  It  is  universally  known  that  the  enemy,  during  the  late 
war,  was  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  malevolent  and  vindictive  animosity,  in- 
volving, in  every  instance  in  which  it  was  practicable,  the  plunder  and  dev- 
astation of  private  property,  which  ought  to  have  been  protected,  by  the 
laws  of  war,  among  any  civilized  people.  The  claimant,  in  this  case, 
would  justify  the  enemy,  by  an  attempt  to  prove  that  his  house  was  in  the 
nUlitart/  occupation  of  Government ;  but  his  statement  appears  to  be  flatly 
and  unequivocally  contradicted  by  Commodore  Barney.  Here  the  com- 
mittee think  will  be  seen  the  necessity  for  great  caution  in'receiving  the  ex- 
parte  evidence  adduced  to  support  most  of  the  claims  against  Government. 
The  United  States  have  no  agent — no  attorney,  to  cross-examine  witnesses 
when  their  evidence  is  taken,  it  is  easy  to  keep  out  of  view  the  fads  Ai- 
voraUe  to  the  cause  of  the  Government,  and  to  disclose  only  those  which  | 
support  the  claimants.  Traits  of  such  a  disposition  have  conspicuously  and 
evidently  appeared,  in  many  cases,  of  claim  against  Government  for  houses  ^ 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  late  war.  The  law  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  ^ 
authorizes  the  President  to  prescribe  the  rules  and  regulations  under  which 
the  evidence  shall  be  taken.  Pursuant  to  this  authority,  the  Presideft  has  / 
directed  that,  in  all  coses  of  claim,  the  evidence  of  the  officer  who  com-  l 
manded  the  military  occupation  of  any  house  shall  be  deemed  indispensa- 
ble to  the  admission  of  a  claim  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  consider^  practicable 
to  produce  such  evidence,  so  long  as  the  officer  is  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States.  Did  this  complainant  comply  with  the  law  ?  Did  he  pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  Commodore  Barney,  under  whose  authority  he  at- 
tempted to  convince  us  his  house  had  been  occupied  ?  No !  Aware  (as  it 
pow  appears)  that  the  evidence  of  Commodore  Barney  would  operate  against 
IhP),  he  brings  forvctrd  otber  witnessesy  whose  testiooony  the  law  itielf 
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would  reject,  as  not  being:  the  best  of  which  the  case  was  susceptible.  The 
want  of  Commodore  Barney^s  testimony,  and  especially  when  it  was  so 
complelely  in  the  power  of  the  party  to  produce  it,  was  a  circumstance  cal- 
calated  to  excite  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  the  committee.  It  now  appears 
that  the  suspicion  was  well-founded  ;  that  the  occupation  of  the  house,  as 
aUepd  by  claimant,  did  not  take  place  ;  that  tlie  destruction  of  it  occurred 
BomeUme  after  Commodore  Barney  had  removed  to  Huntino^ton  court- 
house; and,  consequently,  that  by  the  law  of  April,  1S16,  as  well  as  by  the 

laws  of  nature,  Government  is  under  no  obligation  to  make  indemnificatioa 

for  the  loss. 
"Sach  claims,  but  particularly  when  the  evidence  in  support  of  them  is 

so  indefinite,  when  it  appears  so  fraught  with  evasive  equivocal  expressions, 

cuDot  be  allowed.     The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption 

of  the  following  resolution : 
*<  Resolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought  not  to  be  granted." 


Treasury  Department, 
Uiird  Auditor's  Office,  November  3,  1826. 
Sir  :  I  find  among  the  claims  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war,  reported  to  Congress  by  the  late  Commissioner  of  Claims,  one 
m  yoar  name  for  a  warehouse  burnt  by  the  enemy  at  St.  Leonard's  Creek- 
town.    It  is  represented,  in  the  testimony,  that  the  warehouse  was  occupied 
by  Older  of  some  of  the  officers  of  Commodore  Barney^s  flotilla,  for  the  pur- 
ixw  of  securing  the  rigging  of  the  barges  and  for  other  purposes.    None  of 
the  witoesses  allege  the  occupation  to  have  continued  to  the  time  of  destruc- 
tioD,  nor  name  any  officer  by  whom  it  was  ordered.    Unless  the  building 
cuk  clearly  proved  to  have  been,  at  the  time  of  destruction,  occupied  6y 
viercf  an  agent  or  officer  of  the  United  States  as  a  place  of  deposite  for 
iBdiBuy  or  naval  stores,  or  for  a  barrack  for  the  military  forces  of  the  United 
StMes,  no  allowance  for  it  can  be  made  by  me ;  and  it  will  be  requisite  that 
the  evideHce  of  these  facts  should  be  procured  from  the  agent  or  oflicer  of 
the  Doited  States  who  ordered  the  occupation,  if  he  be  alive  and  within  the 
United  States,  or  if  he  be  not,  then  it  will  be  necessary  that  he  should  be 
Jiuied,  and  that  the  facts  should  be  proved  by  the  best  other  testimony 
obuBaUe. 

Wbeii  this  case  was  under  consideration  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
I  kcier  appears  to  hf  ve  been  received  from  Commodore  Barney,  wherein  be 
hat  eipressly  declared  that  the  sails  and  every  other  article  were  removed 
from  the  place  where  your  building  was  situate  before  the  enemy  landed  and 
bimt  it,  except  some  round  shot  and  iron  ballast,  which  were  left  on  the 
laodiog  near  the  house,  and  that,  with  the  exception  of  some  small  sails 
havii^  been  laid  on  the  rafters  and  tobacco  to  keep  them  from  the  weather, 
Tsor  bouse  was  never  occupied  by  his  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  HAGNER,  AudUor. 
Ifa.  John  Islklxnb, 

St.  Ijeenords,  Calvert  county^  Maryland. 
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Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  Fthruary  15, 1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledo:e  ihc  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  requesting  me  to  examine  papers  accompanyincr  it,  and  to  in- 
form the  Committee  of  Claims  whether  the  claim  of  Ireland  was  ever  pre- 
sented to  the  Commissioner  or  to  me  for  allownncc,  and  whether  any  inform- 
ation can  be  furnished  from  this  ofiice  in  relation  to  the  claim,  showing 
its  merit  or  demerit,  observing  that  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
destruction  of  the  property  incline  tlie  committee  to  regard  the  claim  with 
much  suspicion  against  its  justice. 

The  papers  sent  to  me  by  you  consist  of  an  unsigned  petition  of  "the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Ireland,  lale'of  Calvert  county,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  deceased,-'  depositions  of  Hezekiah  Cobreth  and  Col. 
Wnri.  Clare,  each  dated  the  6th  of  January,  1S38,  a  certificate  of  Judge  T. 
H.  Williamson,  dated  on  the  11th  of  that  month,  expressing  them  to  be  gen- 
tlemen of  good  character  and  respectability;  a  doposition  of  James  B.  Harris 
and  John  B.  Harris,  dated  11th  of  January,  1S38;  a  deposition  of  Captain 
Thomas  Travers,  made  on  the  13th  of  February,  1838;  a  letter  from  W. 
J^.  Brent,  Esq.,  to  the  Hon.  \Vm.  Merrick,  dated  15th  July,  3838 ;  and  a 
memorandum  lieadcd  "cases  of  personal  properly,*'  having  no  apparent 
connexion  with  the  case. 

From  the  depositions  the  object  thereof  appears  to  bo  the  obtaining  pay- 
ment for  buildings  the  property  of  the  heirs  of  said  Ireland,  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  in  1814,  at  St.  Leonard's,  in  Maryland,  described  in  the  deposi* 
tion  of  the  Messrs.  Harris  (who  represent  themselves  to  be  master-carpenters 
and  joiners  of  Calvert  county,  Maryland),  as  consisting  of  a  tobacco-ware- 
house 43  feet  long,  24  feet  wide,  12  feet  high,  with  sheds  on  two  sides  and 
a  shed  at  one  end,  worth  $2,.'500  ;  and  of  a  dwelling  and  store  occupied  by 
said  Cobreth,  the  dwellin.ir  14  feet  long,  16  foct  wide,  and  10  feet  high,  and 
a  store  joined  thereto  18  feet  Ions:,  16  feet  wide,  and  10  feet  high,  with  a 
shed  IS  feet  long  and  12  feet  wide,  worth  §2,000. 

Under  the  law  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  authorizing  payment  for  prop- 
erty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  a  claim  appears  to  have  been  preferred  by  Mr.  Ireland  to  the  com- 
missioner charged  with  the  administration  of  that  law,  and  by  whom,  agree- 
ably to  a  provision  therein,  issued  a  commission  to  special  commissioneis 
to  take  testimony  in  the  case,  and  which  was  taken  accordingly.  Agnee^ 
ably  to  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  amendatory  of  the  preceding  one, 
the  testimony  so  taken,  with  a  report  of^the  facts  in  the  case,  was  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  by  the  General  Commissioner,  and  by  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  1st  session  of  the  15th  Congress,  reports 
on  it  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1817,  and  the  16ih  of  February,  1818.  After  the  passage  of  the 
further  amendatory  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1825,  the  papers  in  the  case, 
among  nmnerous  others,  were  obtained  by  me  from  the  files  of  the  House, 
and  you  will  find  it  to  be  noticed  in  the  report  of  my  proceedings  under  the 
last-mentioned  law,  made  on  the  25th  of  January,  1827,  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  passed  on  the  lOih  of  that  month  ;  which  report  was 
printed,  and  forms  Senate  document  No.  36,  2d  session,  19th  Congress. 
The  papers  aie  still  on  file  in  this  olHce.  and  I  herewith  send  copies  of  the 
statement  of  the  claim,  of  the  testimony  taken  under  the  commission  by  the 
special  commissioners,  of  tiie  General  Commissioners  summary  of  facts  iii 
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Ae  case,  and  of  a  letier  from  Commodore  Barney  to  the  Hon.  John  Ker- 
sylh,  dated  Baltimore,  J.inuary  27lh,  1818,  during  the  time  the  matter  was 
before  the  Cominittee  of  C  laims  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  also 
send  cbe  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  Mr.  Ireland  after  obtaining  and 
exAmiBiog  the  papers:  in  1825.  Those  received  in  your  letter  are  herewith 
RUvaed.  The  other  ca^€:>  uientioned  in  your  letter  will  be  treated  on  ill 
aiMNher  communication. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PETEK  HAGiNER:  .iudU^r. 

HflCH.  HUBBARII, 

Chairman  Cammilice  of  Claims^  Senate. 


6/UmaU  of  the  claim  oj  John  frelatid,  of  Calvert  county^  for  a  house 
huiu  by  the  ctiemy^  in  Calvert  county,  on  account  of  its  being  oocnpied 
if  same  of  (he  men  of  Commodore  Barney^  in  St,  Leonardos  Creek- 


I  framed  house  ....  3400  00 

JOHN  IRELAND. 

State  OF  Marylanfi,  Calvert  county^  ss. 

At  the  execution  of  a  commission  issued  by  Richard  Bland  liCe,  Esq., 
directed  to  Joseph  Wilkinson,  William  S.  MorscU,  and  Thomas  H.  Wilkin- 
icn,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  take  testimony  of  such  witnesses  as  might  be 
bnHftu  before  them,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  in  due  form,  beinc:  first  admin- 
irten^  jdativc  to  a  claim  of  John  Ireland,  against  the  United  States :  we, 
kaepb  Wilkinson,  William  S.  Morscll,  and  Thomas  H.  Wilkinson,  the 
GonnsnoDers  therein  named,  having  met  at  Huntingtown,  in  the  county 
2ttf  State  aforesaid,  on  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  in  tlie  year  of  our 
Laid  one  thousand  eigiu  hundred  and  sixteen,  pursuant  to  appointment,  and 
Mice  thereof  given,  proceeded  to  take  the  following  depositions,  to  wit : 

Nol  1.  Beajamin  H.  filackall,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn, 
depoKlh  andsaith,  that  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1814,  while  thellotilla 
of  Commodore  Barney  was  blockaded  in  St.  liconard's  Creek,  he  went  to 
n  Ibbacco  from  the  wareliouse  in  St.  Leonard's  Creektown ;  tliat  he 
tend  nid  house  guarded  by  some  of  Commodore  Barney's  men,  and  that 
be  eonld  not  enter  said  house,  until  he,  this  deponent,  had  obtained  per- 
auaoD  from  the  commanding  officer.  That  he,  this  deponent,  saw,  in  said 
hooe,  hammocks  swung,  in  wliich  men  were  lying,  shot,  spars,  and  rig-. 
giittp  bebnging  to  the  flotilla  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Barney ; 
andfiiither  sai'th  not. 

?8d  2-  William  Spencer,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposetli 
uid  laich,  that  he,  this  deponent,  was  in  sight  of  the  enemy  when  they 
cvDe  to  St.  Leonard's  Creektown,  in  the  summer  of  1814;  that  he,  this 
deponent,  saw  them  set  fire  to  Mr.  John  Ireland^s  storehouse,  Mrs.  Mary 
Vnaiefs  hoase,  the  tobacco-warehouse,  and  Mr.  Hezekiah  Cobreth's 
lilcheB ;  that  those  houses  were  the  only  houses  burnt  in  St.  lioonaid's 
Qe^town,  but  that  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time,  also  burnt  a  tobacco- 
Imw  which  was  on  Mr.  John  Ireland's  farm,  adjoining  said  town.  Be, 
thi^  deponent,  iurtber  saith,  that  there  were  several  other  houses  \iidU 
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Leonard's  Creektown,  which  were  not  burnt  by  the  enemy ;  and  funh( 
saith  not. 

No.  3.  John  A.  Webster,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposel 
and  saith,  that  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1814,  while  the  flotilla  under  tl 
command  of  Commodore  Barney  was  blockaded  in  St.  Leonard's  Cree 
that  he,  this  deponent,  commanded  one  of  the  barges  in  said  flotilla,  at 
well  recollects  that  during  that  time,  when  the  bar^s  were  dismantled,  th 
the  tobacco-warehouse  in  the  village  of  St.  Leonard's,  was  occupied  by  ord< 
of  some  of  the  officers  of  said  flotilla,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  riggiii 
of  the  barges,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not 

No.  4.  Aquilla  G.  Brown,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposel 
and  saith,  that  he,  this  deponent,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  tobaco 
warehouse  lately  situated  in  St.  Leonard's  Creektown,  belonging  to  M 
John  Ireland,  and  which  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  wa 
That  this  deponent  verily  believes  said  warehouse  was  worth  $460 ;  an 
that  there  were  no  materials  remaining ;  and  further  saith  not. 

No.  6.  John  Ireland,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evai 
gely  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  hath  not  received  an 
compensation  from  any  officer,  agent,  or  department  of  the  Government  c 
the  United  States,  for  the  destruction  of  his  house,  and  for  which  he  noi 
demands  indemnification  ;  and  that  he  did  not  agree  with  any  officer  o 
agent  of  the  Government  to  run  any  risk  on  account  of  the  use  and  employ 
ment  of  the  same  in  the  public  service  ;  and  that  he  hath  not  received  au; 
voucher  or  certificate  relating  to  his  claim,  from  any  officer  or  other  person 
at  any  time,  except  what  is  now  exhibited  before  the  commissioners. 

We  beg  leave  to  return  that,  in  virtue  of  the  annexed  commission,  ton 
•directed,  we  have  taken  the  testimony  of  all  such  witnesses  as  have  bea 
produced  to  us,  on  oath,  relative  to  a  claim  of  John  Ireland  agfainst  the  Uoi 
ted  States,  and  have  caused  the  same  to  be  fairly  and  truly  written  down,  a 
by  the  said  commission  we  are  directed. 

All  which,  together  with  the  said  commission,  we  return,  closed,  oxmIc 
our  hands  and  seais^  this  7th  day  of  December,  anno  Domini  1816. 

JO.  WILKINSON,  [seal.] 

WILLIAM  S.  MORSELL,     [seal.! 
THOS.  H.  WILKINSON,     [seal.] 

Summary  qffcuUs  in  the  case  of  John  Ireland. 

1st.  It  is  proved  that  the  tobacco- warehouse,  in  St.  I^eonard's  Creektown 
was  occupied  in  the  summer  of  1814,  as  a  place  of  military  depositCi  by  pas 
of  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla. 

2d.  It  is  not  expressly  stated  that  it  was  burnt  by  the  enemy  in  cona 
quence  of  such  occupation,  or  at  the  time  of  such  occupation  ;  bat  the  pn 
sumption  is,  that  this  was  the  motive,  as  other  houses,  not  so  used,  weran 
burnt  For  reasons  for  this^  opinion,  see  statement  in  case  of  Mai 
Frazier. 

3d.  The  value  of  the  building  is  stated  by  claimant  to  have  been  $40 
It  is  stated  by  witnesses  to  have  been  worth  $450.  It  is  presumed  tt 
claimant  was  a  better  judge  of  the  value  than  other  persons. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE,  C  U-,  ^c. 

Office  of  Claimsi  &c., 

WaMnffiany  Dtcember  10,  1817. 


tSENATE.]  [819] 


STATEMENT 

KBLATINO 

Th  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  de  iMsser. 


February  19, 1840. 

ifidlf  Mr.  IflfM,  from  the  Committee  on  PriTate  Land  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  prinl- 
«d,  to  accompany  bill  8.  63. 


by  an  original  French  grant,  dated  27th  December,  1763, 
wTPiench  Government  granted  to  Madame  de  Lusser  and  her  sons, 
tition,  which  they  had  held  and  possessed  for  about  fifteen  years, 
d  at  the  point  of  the  two  rivers  called  the  Mobiliens,  which  planta- 
as  bounded  on  the  one  side  by  that  belonging  to  the  minor  cnildren 
nandy,  and  on  the  other,  by  the  desert,  Monging  to  the  old  Mobi- 
BDed  Manuel. 

io  appears,  by  the  original  papers,  that  Mr.  de  Lusser  purchased  of 
flrfielot  on  the  15th  January,  1767,  a  plantation  situated  on  the 
l>Bi  Tanoachas,  half  a  lea^e  front,  by  sixty  arpens  in  depth,  which 
lioB  was  granted  and  connrmed  to  Madame  de  Lusser,  on  the  27th 
akr,  1763,  by  the  French  Government  The  grant  states  that  it 
I  diat  time,  and  had  been,  for  nearly  seven  years,  held  by  the  de 

B. 

vqpresented  by  the  claimants  that  the  original  grants  were  delivered 
late  Mr.  Zenon  Orso,  when  the  land  office  was  opened,  under  the 
Congress,  for  adjusting  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl 
0  have  them  recorded,  and  establish  their  claims,  but  that  his  death 
'  after,  prevented  him  from  doing  so,  and  that  they  were  not  able 
rver  their  original  papers,  until  after  the  close  of  the  land  office, 
hatanding  which,  however,  these  claims  were  so  meritorious  that 
d  officers  recommended  them  in  their  report  in  1820,  for  confirma- 
r  640  acres  each,  as  being  founded  "  on  grants  lost  by  time  or  acci- 
(aee  American  State  Papers,  3d  volume  of  public  lands,  page  396). 
me  papers  filed  in  this  case,  are  translations  of  the  grants,  which 
tions  Mr.  Greenhow,  translator  for  the  State  Department,  says  he 
X)  be  correct  He  also  says  he  has  translated  a  number  of  docu- 
fdating  to  grants  in  Florida  and  Louisiana,  and  well  recollects  the 
Titing  in  which  the  papers  are  written.  There  is,  in  addition  to 
ttft  of  the  land  officers,  made  in  1820,  and  the  original  grants  which 
XMsession  and  cultivation  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  1763,  the 
its  of  witnesses  showing  possession  and  cultivation,  for  a  long  series 
a  after  that  period. 
Bifo^piiiiien. 
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IM  Session.  *•         -* 


MEMORIAL 


THE  CORPORATE  AUTHORITIES  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
GEORGETOWN, 


Tktxtension  of  their  charter^  and  that  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics^ 
Bade  of  Georgetown;  the  construction  of  a  stone  bridee  over  Rock 
9tdc;  the  employment  of  either  the  Potomac  bridge  or  the  Alexandria 
opieAict  €Ms  the  viaduct  for  the  Fblmouthcmd  Alexandria  railroad;  and 
matation  of  a  fund  for  schools  in  the  District  of  Oohunbia. 


FfiBRUART  24, 1840. 
fieferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colomhia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

1^  tkt  hofiortMe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  comtnon  councili  of 
Georgetown,  by  their  undersigned  committee, 

lllPECTFULLY    8H0WETH  I 

That  your  memorialists  stand  greatly,  in  need  of  the  liberal  exercise,  on 
)e  part  of  your  honorable  bodies,  of  a  fostering  care  for  their  iatercsts ; 
Dd  haviufir  heretofore  participated  in  the  relief  which,  from  time  to- time, 
OQ  have  extended  to  this  District,  in  a  far  smaller  measure  than  has  becfn 
ooeeded  to  be  proper  for  each  of  their  sister  cities,  having  only  an  equal  claim 
^  your  memorialists  for  your  protection,  and  proMibly  suflfering  undepr 
0  grater  necessities,  they  now  address  their  respectful  appeal  to  your 
ooorable  bodies,  in  the  full  confidence  that  its  justice  will  be  acknowledged, 
od  that  they  will  receive  relief  commensurate  with  their  wants. 
Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  show  that  they  are  burdened  with 
heavy  and  oppressive  debt,  originating  in  no  thrifllessnecs  or  wasteful- 
(M,  on  their  part,  but  being  the  remains,  that  a  rigid  course  of  economy 
ad  a  heavy  taxation  have  not  yet  enabled  them  to  extinguish,  of  greatly 
iiger  expenditures  made  for  the  improvement,  from  sea,  of  the  access  to 
le  harbor  of  the  town,  for  the  construction  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
mal,  and  otherwise  improving  tlie  commerce  of  the  town — all  being  ob- 
ets  tributary  to  the  national  Treasury.  The  consequence  of  this  debt  is  an 
)presuve  taxation,  the  burden  of  which,  under  the  present  limitations  of 
le  charter  of  your  memorialists,  falls  principally  on  the  real  estate,  which 
always  the  nrst  to  suffer  from  the  decline  of  a  town,  and  the  latest  in  re* 
wrsring  with  its  returning  prosperity,  while  the  various  branches  of  per- 
hUr4Rifci^priiiUri. 
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manent  and  transient  business  are  almost  entirely  exempted.  In  this  re- 
spect your  memorialists  are  much  more  unfavorably  situated  than  the  other 
cities  of  the  District;  and  they  respectfully  ask  an  extension  of  their  char- 
ter so  as  to  give  them  powers  of  taxation  commensurate  with  those  possess- 
ed by  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  experience  of  your  memorialists  has  tauglit  them  that,  with  the  lim- 
ited individual  capital  that  can  be  concentrated  for  commerce  in  their  small 
community,  a  sound  and  well  regulated  banking  institution  is  an  essential 
auxiliary  to  their  commercial  prosperity ;  it  gives  life  and  activity  to  the 
business  of  the  merchant,  the  mechanic,  and,  in  short,  to  every  branch  of 
trade  ;  and  without  it  their  movements  must  be  greatly  impeded,  if  not  en- 
tirely suspended.  Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  abuses  have  elsewhere 
been  disclosed  in  the  banking  system,  that  may  suggest  the  expediency  of 
some  modifications  in  the  charters  of  banks ;  and,  if  these  be  made  with  an  en* 
lightened  and  discriminating  judgment,  they  may  result  in  an  improvement 
in  the  system.  Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  represent  that  they 
have  full  confidence  in  the  soundness  and  proper  management  of  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  established  within  the  town  of 
Jrour  memorialists,  and  whose  charter  is  about  to  expire,  and  they  anxious* 
y  ask  that  it  may  be  rechartered,  with  such  modincations,  if  any,  as  past 
experience  may  show  to  be  salutary  and  proper. 

Your  memorialists  arc  informed  that  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city 
of  Waitthington  have  renewed  their  application  to  your  honorable  bodies  for 
the  improvement  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  from  the  President's  square  to 
Rock  creek,  an  application  in  the  highest  degree  meritorious,  and  which 
has  fonnd  strong  lavor  with  a  snccession  of  committees  of  your  honorable 
bodies  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  although  not  finally  acted  on  by  your 
l^onorable  bodies.  It  has  been  always  an  essential  part  of  the  plan  of  thoie 
eoBUtaittees  to  connect  the  avenue  with  the  pavements  of  GcorgetowUi  by 
a  permanent  stone  bridge  across  Rock  creek,  which  is  obviously  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  improvement,  and  which  the  finances  (I 
your  memorialists,  on  whom  (under  the  compact  with  the  city  of  Washinff- 
ton)  would  otherwise  devolve  the  exclusive  cost  of  the  bridge,  are  wholqr 
inadequate  to  construct.  Your  memorialists  would,  therefore,  respecKhlly 
ask  that  such  bridge  be  made  by  your  honorable  bodies  a  part  of  any  ptui 
foii  the  improvement  of  the  avenue. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent,  that  there  is  now  pending 
bdbre  joxxt  honorable  bodies,  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  Falmouth  and  Alexan- 
dria Railroad  Company,  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  road  to  the  dty  of 
Washington,  and  giving  the  company  the  range  of  the  District  for  cnNring 
the  Potomac.  Your  memorialists  are  not  opposed  to,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
stronjgly  in  favor  of,  any  encouragement  that  your  honorable  bodies  may 
extend  to  tliat  company,  under  such  limitations  as  may  protect  others  from 
injury.  They  would,  however,  respectfully  represent,  that  your  memori- 
alists, and  the  other  portions  of  this  District,  have  a  prior  claim  upon  the 
'  protection  of  your  honorable  bodies,  so  far  as  regards  the  progress  of  the  roed 
within  its  limits.  They  would  respectfully  represent  that  their  commerce 
has  been  already  greatly  crippled  by  the  brid^  across  the  river  below  their 
town,  and  is  threatenea  with  further  serious  mjury  by  obstructions  to  their 
harbor,  resulting  from  the  aqueduct  placed  at  the  head  of  the  town,  and  con- 
siderably within  its  corporate  limits ;  and  they  most  earnestly  protest  against 
any  further  obstruction  of  the  river  being  allowed  to  their  prejudice,  x  our 
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memorialists  feel  the  greater  confidence  of  success  in  their  protest,  because 
thejrtre  certainly  advised  that  such  obstruction  is  unnecessary,  and  that 
imoaMe  and  economical  arrangements  are  feasible  for  the  use  of  either 
the  bfic^  or  aqueduct  as  a  viaduct. 

Tour  memorialists  would  further  respectfully  invite  the  favorable  atten- 
tkaofyoar  honorable  bodies,  to  the  importance  and  justice  of  establishinj; 
ttoifcr  the  purposes  of  education  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  Thts 
wkfdima  been  so  fully  discussed  and  is  so  well  understood,  and  public 
epniai  his  been  so  loudly  proclaimed  in  its  favor,  that  your  memorialists 
imi  onnecassary  to  enlarge  on  the  subject  They  will,  therefore,  submit 
lUiMler  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  your  honorable  bodies,  with  only 
IkiMpectfol  expression  of  their  hope  that,  while  the  States,  generally,  are 
ijv  with  each  other  in  the  munincence  of  their  endowments  for  the  g«i- 
ttlaflbnon  of  the  blessings  of  education,  the  citizens  of  this  District,  the 
fnKtr  wards  of  the  nation,  will  not  be  left  alone  to  grope  their  way  in 
fk  Mmess  of  i^orance. 
AD  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  COX,  Mayor. 
CLEMENT  COX,  Recorder. 
JOHN  KURTZ, 
SAMUEL  McKENNY, 
THOMAS  TURNER. 
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MEMORIAL 


THE  GALENA  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE, 

PRATUfO 

That  Galena  may  be  made  a  port  of  erUry  atid  delivery. 

• 

February  24, 1840. 
Refbrred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

^  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled : 

The  Galena  Chamber  of  Commerce  would  respectfully  represent  to  your 
noraUe  body,  that  such  are  the  natural  advantages  of  the  location  of  this 
icii,as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  it  will  continue  to  be  the  principal  depot 
( the  trade  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  tributary  waters,  between  St. 
Waiid  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony. 

To  eoable  your  honorable  body  to  estimate  the  actual  importance  of  the 
Mieof  Galena,  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  the  average 
UBber  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  steamboats,  during  the  last  three 
in^  has  been  three  hundrra  and  thirteen  ;  while  the  value  of  the  imports, 
the  trade  of  the  place  and  the  country  above  it,  may  be  estimated  at  more 
n  a  million  of  dollars,  of  which  about  half  has  been  in  articles  of  foreign 
nrth  and  manufacture. 

four  petitioners  would  further  represent,  that,  so  soon  as  the  obstructions 
he  upper  and  lower  rapids  may  he  removed,  there  will  be  a  free  naviga- 
I  from  hence  to  New  Orleans  for  boats  of  five  hundred  tons  burden  : 
nquently,  a  direct  trade  will  be  opened  direct  from  hence  to  the  ports 
the  gulf  of  Mexico  and  to  Cuba. 

ToDr  petitioners,  therefore,  ask  your  honorable  body  to  cause  Galena  to 
Qoade  a  port  of  aitry  and  delivery. 
^  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

R.  W.  BRUSH, 
President.  Galena  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

THOMAS  MELVILL, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
riLKWA,  February  4, 1840. 
r4Rtf€i,printerB. 


W*!Sr  [SEI?ATE.]  Iftsatj 


RESOLUTIONS 

or 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

REMONSTRATING 

Against  the  jmsaage  of  the  Independent  TVeasvry  bill. 


February  25,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printeij. 


State  of  New  York, 
In  Assembly,  January  30,  1840. 

Rtxolved  (if  the  Senate  concur).  That  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
'Ork,  througli  their  legislature,  do  solemnly  and  earnestly  protest  against 
tebill  recently,  and  for  the  fourth  lime,  reported  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
State  by  a  Senator  from  this  State,  commonly  known  as  the  Independent 
Fieisory  bill,  and  against  any  scheme  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
aot,  whereby  the  revenues  of  that  Government  shall  be  required  to  be  col- 
eded  in  specie  alone,  or  in  any  other  medium  than  the  common  currency 
>f the  country,  at  all  times  convertible  into  coin,  or  by  which  those  revenues 
Ul  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  agents  appointed  by,  and  responsible  only 
'the  Executive  of  tlie  United  States  ;  and  which,  as  the  prominent  lead- 
igf  measure  and  political  test  of  the  General  Government,  has  been  thrice 
rectly  submitted  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  by  them  as  often  rejected 
k1  entirely  repudiated,  as  being  adverse  to  the  best  interests  of  our 
Hintiy;  as  establishing,  practically,  one  currency  for  the  Government, 
id  another  and  a  different  currency  for  the  people ;  as  being  an  untried 
T'Criment  on  the  finances  of  the  country,  requiring  specie  alone  in  the 
yment  of  all  debts  to  the  Government,  and  enabling  it  ih(^rehy  to  control 
d  destroy  the  currency  created  by  the  States,  and  by  the  withdrawal  and 
luding  of  millions  of  gold  and  silver,  to  affect  injuriously  all  our  branches 
industry,  and  to  take  from  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  and  the  mechanic, 
e  value  of  his  products  and  the  price  of  his  labor :  as  augmenting  and  es- 
blishic^,  to  a  most  dangerous  extent,  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the 
eneral  Government;  and  as  being  hostile  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
«  government,  which  withhold  from  the  Executive  all  control  over  the 
lUic  treasure,  as  prc^;:.^nt  with  danger  to  the  business,  the  credit,  the 
osperity  and  liberties  of  tlie  |>€0p1e. 

Rnolved  (if  the  Senate  concur).  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  legislature, 
e  reiterated  recommendation  of  the  aforesaid  scheme  by  the  President  of 
e  Iteited  States,  seconded,  as  it  has  been,  by  the  persevering  eflbrts  of  a 
ur  A  Bive<»  primers. 
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Senator  of  this  State,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  expressed  will  of  his  coD' 
stituents,  to  procure  its  adoption,  has  deeply  alarmed  the  people  of  thit 
State,  and  furnishes  at  this  time  a  prominent  obstacle  to  the  prosperity  of  tin 
country ;  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  will  conform  their  acts  and  votes  to  the  ex- 
pressed will  and  best  interests  of  their  constituents,  by  steadily  and  faithfiUl] 
opposing  the  measure  aforesaid ;  and  that  any  Senator  or  Bepresentativf 
who  shdl  persist  in  advocating  the  said  project,  and  in  urging  its  adoption 
will  misrepresent  the  views,  wishes,  and  interests  of  his  constituents,  and 
his  conduct  will  merit  and  receive  onr  unqualified  disapprobation. 

Resolved  (ii  the  Senate  concur).  That  his  excellency,   the  ^vemor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
grass,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  a  request  to  present  the  same 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
By  order. 

P.  B.  PRINDLE,  Clerk. 

In  Senate,  February  12, 1840. 
Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  concur  with  the  Assembly  in  their  foiA 
resolutions. 

By  order. 

SAMUEL  G.  ANDREWS,  Clerk, 


STATE  OP  NEW  YORK. 

Executive  Department, 

Albany^  February  17,  184a 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  ol 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  relation  to  the  bill  commonlf 
known  as  the  Independent  Treasury  bill. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WlLLIA-tt  H.  SEWARD, 
Hon.  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge, 

United  States  Senate. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  25,  1840. 

Submitted,  aad  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  NoRVELL  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

[To  accompaDy  Senate  bill  No.  57.] 

Tie  CoaimiUee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  rtftrred  the  bUl  for  the 
ffiiitf  of  Francis  LavetUure,  Ebenezer  ChildSj  and  Linus  Thompson^ 
viik.  sundry  mefnorials  and  remonstrances  on  the  subjecif  submit  ike 
folhwing  report : 

In  the  siiminer  of  1835,  Francis  Laventure,  Ebenezer  Childs,  and  Linns 
Thompson,  citizens  of  Green  Bay,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  being  the 
ovoers  of  three  floating  rights,  which  were  granted  upon  pre-emptions  at 
Gnea  Ba/,  under  the  preemption  act  of  June  19,  1834,  and  the  law  of 
1830  Tevived  by  that  act,  located  the  said  rights,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  thitict,  and  in  conformity  thereto,  and  to  the  instructions  of  the  Treasur7 
Depirtaient,  upon  fractional  lots  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  of  section  32,  township  7, 
nnp  22j  at  the  office  of  the  Green  Bay  land  district.  They  paid  the 
UDount  of  the  purchase  money  to  -the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  and 
toes  his  certificates  or  receipts  for  the  same.  These  certificates  are  under- 
sted  to  remain  still  in  their  possession.  No  suggestion  was  made  by 
the  register  or  receiver  with  regard  to  any  objection  to  the  location. 

The  lots  above  described  were  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river 
Milwaukie,  within  the  established  limits  of  the  Green  Bay  land  district,  at 
the  time  of  proving  the  pre-emptions  and  locating  the  floats.  They  were 
apart  of  the  township  which  had  been  advertised  for  sale  by  the  proclama- 
UOD  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  6th  of  May,  1835,  and  were 
considered  subject  to  the  operation  of  all  the  provisions  of  the  pre-emption 
Iaws.  Under  these  laws,  they  were  accordingly  located  by  Laventure,  Gnilds, 
aod  Thompson ;  and  no  doubt  appears  to  have  been  entertained  of  the  validity 
of  their  title  until  March,  183S.  At  that  time,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  decided  that  the  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Chi* 
cm  with  the  Pottawatomies  and  other  tribes,  in  September,  1833,  were  not 
wject  to  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  June,  1834 ;  and  he  tbere- 
ibre  rejected  the  claims  of  Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thompson,  as  well  as 
tome  odiei  pre-emption  claims  located  on  those  lands.  This  was  nearly 
duee  years  after  they  had  paid  their  money,  received  their  certificates^ 
divideOy  subdivided,  and  sold  considerable  portions  of  their  lots,  and  madi^ 
vith  those  who  purchased  from  them,  extensive  and  valuable  improve^ 
tttoeon. 
r  A  RiTe%  paaccBi» 
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The  legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  in  a  memorial  adopted 
at  two  successive  sessions  and  approved  by  Governor  Dodge,  urge  upon 
Congress  the  confirmation  of  the  claims  embraced  in  the  bill  referral  to  the 
committee.  They  recite  the  (acts  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  and 
say  that  the  three  floating  rights  in  question  were  located,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  preemption  act  of  June,  1834,  upon  lots  one,  two,  and 
three,  of  section  thirty-two,  township  seven,  range  twenty-two,  in  the  county 
of  Milwaukie,  and  received  receiver's  certificate  of  the  same.  In  the  same 
year,  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  by  proclamation,  ordered  the 
ssale  of  certain  lands  iu  the  Green  Bay  land  district  to  be  held  at  Green 
Bay  in  the  month  of  August  or  September.  Among  the  lands  thus  ordered 
for  sale  was  township  seven,  it  being  then  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  land  district,  and  at  whicli  sale  the  whole  of  the  township  was  sold, 
with  the  exception  of  such  parts  as  had  been  previously  obtained  by  pre- 
emption or  floating  rights.  Since  that  time,  the  oiiginal  purchasers,  or 
those  who  have  held  under  then),  have  had  undisputed  possession  of  the 
premises.  In  1838  these  floating  rights  were  rejected  hy  ihe  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Oflice,  and  an  order  was  issued  by  him  to  the  land 
officers  at  Green  Bay,  directing  them  to  refund  the  money  paid  therefor. 
The  present  occupants  of  these  lands  have  erected  many  veJuable  buildings 
thereon,  and  are  now  only  prevented  Irom  making  further  improvements 
by  the  decision  above  referred  to.  The  title  has  passed  from  the  original 
purchasers,  through  a  great  numl)cr  of  persons,  to  the  present  owners,  who 
have  paid  therefor  at  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  five  thousand  dollars 
per  acre,  and  who  supposed  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the  validity  of  their 
titles ;  and,  if  the  Government  does  not  interpose  and  grant  some  relief| 
consequences  will  follow  ruinous  to  many  innocent  individuals,  who  mast 
lose  what  has  already  been  paid,  together  with  all  the  improvements  made 
on  the  premises.  If,  after  the  lapse  of  three  years,  pre-emptions  allowed  by 
the  authorized  agents  of  the  Government  are  to  be  rejected,  there  is  no 
safety  in  purchasing  lands  similarly  obtained  from  the  United  States. 
Such  a  course  would  involve  in  ruin  the  best  citizens  of  the  West,  and 
destroy  all  confidence  in  titles,  whether  derived  from  the  United^ States  or  . 
private  individuals :  would  retard  the  settlement  of  the  country,  prevent 
the  transfer  of  property,  and  involve  in  endless  and  ruinous  litigation  maDf 
of  the  industrious  citizens  of  the  Territory. 

These  statements  and  views  arc  reiterated  in  a  fresh  memorial,  just  laid 
before  the  Senate,  from  the  legislature  and  governor  of  Wisconsin.  They 
are  confirmed  in  sundry  memorials  numerously  signed  by  individuals,  and 
by  affidavits  duly  made  under  oath.  One  of  these  affidavits,  dated  on  the 
7tb  of  December,  1839,  and  signed  by  Solomon  Juneau  and  seven  other 
respectable  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  declares  that,  in  1836,  fractional  lots  1, 
2,  and  3,  were  surveyed  and  laid  out,  and  formed  part  of  the  town  of  Blil- 
waukie  ;  that  they  have  been  sold  at  various  prices,  as  high,  in  soaie  in- 
stances, as  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  per  acre ;  that  a  lar^e  number 
of  persons  are  interested  therein  ;  that  previous  to  the  month  of  May,  1838^ 
when  the  deponents  learned  that  the  certificates  of  the  receiver,  given  to  the 
original  purchasers,  had  been  ordered  to  be  cancelled,  those  purchasers  and 
the  persons  who  held  under  them,  had  erected  many  buildings  and  nnde 
other  valuable  improvements  on  the  premises ;  that  certain  other  persons,  r^ 
siding  on  some  of  these  lots,  have  as  they  learn,  petitioned  Congress  either 
to  cause  the  said  lands  to  be  brought  into  market  again,  or  to  pass  a  special 
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ptioD  law  in  their  favor.  The  deponents  testify  that  either  of  theaa 
88  would  occasion  a  loss  to  them  and  others  of  the  money  they  have 
id  the  improvements  they  have  made  ;  and  that  a  refusal  by  Con- 
» GODfirm  the  titles  of  Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thompson,  would  per- 
uJly  ruin  many  valuable  citizens,  who  have  expended  all  their  means 
diasing  lots  and  improving  them,  and  would  seriously  retard  the 
and  prosperity  of  the  place.  The  deponents  moreover  state  that  the 
loals,  adverse  to  the  confirmation  of  the  original  titles,  are  interested 
^£  further  payments  on  tlieir  purchases.  And  the  inference  from 
d  other  documents  is,  that  the  individuals  alluded  to,  having  made 
wtial  payments,  think  that  they  can  obtain  from  Government  the 
es  which  they  occupy  on  better  terms,  if  Congress  should  comply 
leir  request,  than  they  would  by  the  payment  of  the  obligations  and 
B8  due  from  them  to  those  from  whom  they  purchased. 
ther  affidavit,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  B.  H.  Edgerton  and  eight  other 
8|  testifies  that  nine-tenths  of  the  improvements  made  on  these  frac- 
lots  1,  2,  and  3,  which  comprise  145  acres,  are  owned  by  those  who, 
)  years  past;  have  been  petitioning  Congress  for  a  confirmation  of  the 
f  the  original  pre^mptors  ;  that  their  improvements  amount  to  upward 
0,000 ;  and  that  more  than  one  hundred  individuals  have  made  these 
reoientSi  which  have  derived  their  chief  value  from  their  capital  and 
The  confirmation  of  these  claims  would,  they  state,  also  prevent  the 
i  litigation  to  which  adverse  interests  would  otherwise  give  rise. 
I  remonstrauces  against  the  confirmation  of  these  claims,  also  numer- 
ated (many  of  the  signatures,  however,  being  apparently  in  the  same 
mting),  state  that  the  remonstrants  <-  have  be^  informed  and  believe^ 
Bfltional  lots  I,  2,  and  3,  were  originally  floated  illegally  and  fraudu- 
;  that,  from  information,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  manner  of 
iqg^em  was  improper,  and  that  the  claims  of  the  preemptors  oug;ht 
b8  confirmed.  They  concur  with  the  memorialists  in  their  apprecia- 
^  the  value  of  the  improvements  made  upon  these  lots ;  but  they  rep* 
that  these  improvements  took  place  at  a  time  when  money  was 
,  and  that  the  sudden  revulsion  in  monetary  affairs  has  materially  af- 
the  remonstrants  interested  therein.  They  pray  that  Congress  may 
ifirm  the  claims  of  Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thompson  :  but  that  they 
ithorise  the  survey  of  the  premises  into  town  lots  and  outlets,  and 
the  sale  of  the  same  tA  public  auction,  or  grant  to  the  settlers  thereon 
xnlioas  of  the  same  which  they  have  occupied  and  improved.  Yarions 
s  letters,  referred  to  the  committee,  are  of  similar  tenor  and  purport 
lie  remonstrances.  They  ostensibly  oppose  the  confirmation  of  the 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  imputed  fraud. 

I  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  as  before 
led,  on  tliese  and  other  preemption  claims,  was  communicated  to  the 
V  and  receiver  at  Green  Bay,  in  a  letter  dated  the  22d  of  March, 
and  was  to  the  effect,  that  lands  acquired  by  the  United  States  under 
mlf  with  the  Pottawatomies  and  other  tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  at 
go  on  the  27th  of  September,  1833,  and  whose  ratification  was  pro* 
id  by  the  President  on  the  21st  of  February,  1835,  were  not  subject 
operation  of  the  pre-emption  act  of  June  19, 1834  In  that  letter  he 
led  the  register  and  receiver  that  he  had  cancelled  the  certificate  of 
^  I  whose  claim  is  embraced  in  the  bill  referred  to  the  conmiiRee, 
the  receiver  to  refund  to  them  the  money  which  they  had  paid 
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him  for  the  fractional  lots  in  question.  At  the  same  time  he  authorized^ 
Linus  Thompson  to  re-locate  by  virtue  of  his  float ;  and,  in  a  letter  dated- 
the  29th  of  March,  1838,  he  gave  a  Hke  authority  to  Francis  Laventure  and 
Ebenezer  Childs.  But  it  is  not  pretended  that  any  of  these  claimants  have 
avails  themselves  of  this  authority ;  nor  have  they  either  received  back 
the  money  directed  to  be  refunded  to  them,  or  surrendered  the  certificates- 
issued  to  them  by  the  land  office  at  Green  Bay.  It  is  presumed  that  they 
supposed  that  this  would  weaken  the  strength  of  their  titles  to  the  fractionat 
lots  on  the  west  side  of  Milwaukie ;  and  they  have,  therefore,  held  on  to- 
their  certificates.  On  the  29th  of  December,  1839,  upon  representeUions- 
that  the  claims  of  Laventure  and  Childs  were  founded  in  fraud,  the  Com- 
missioner countermanded  the  authority  given  by  him  to  those  individuabj. 
on  the  29th  of  March,  1838,  to  re-locate  their  floats  on  other  lands.  In  a 
letter  to  a  member  of  the  committee,  the  Commissioner  states  that  no  erri^ 
dence  of  fraud  has  been  presented  to  his  office. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  of  Linus  Thompson,  the  Commissioner  is  not 
aware  of  any  other  objection  to  it  than  its  location  upon  land  not  subject  te^ 
the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  act  of  June,  1834.  In  relation  to  the- 
daims  of  Laventure  and  Childs,  he  states  that,  in  addition  to  that  objectioDi 
the  allegations  of  fraud  which  have  been  made  would  induce  him  to  sus- 
pend action  upon  the  subject,  if  the  claims  were  before  him,  until  the  truth 
of  those  allegations  should  be  investigated.  The  imputation  of  fraud  ift 
these  cases  is  of  recent  date,  suggested  since  the  application  to  Congress* 
was  made  for  their  confirmation,  and  stimulated  by  rival,  personal,  and  con- 
flicting interests,  and  passions.  There  is,  however,  in  the  bill  referred  ta 
the  committee,  a  proviso  rendering  the  confirmation  of  these  claims  de- 
pendant upon  the  fact,  that  they  would  have  been  leoal  and  valid  had  the- 
treaty  of  Chicago  been  ratified  prior  to  the  19th  of  June,  1834,  when  the 
pre-emption  act  was  passed.  This  proviso  obviates  any  objecti#n  to  the 
bill  arising  out  of  the  suggestion  of  fraud,  and  leaves  the  question  open  fiw 
decision  on  principles  of  equity,  justice,  and  expediency. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  clainw  of  Laventure,  Childs,  and  lliompMn, 
were  rejected  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofllce  on  the 
ground  that  the  lands  on  which  they  were  located,  acquired  by  the  treaty 
of  Chicago,  were  not  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  act  of  June 
19, 1834.  That  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  2Iih  of  September,  1S33.  It 
was  conditionally  ratified  by  the  Senate  in  May,  1834.  The  pre-emption 
act  passed  on  the  19th  of  June,  1834.  The  conditions  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  having  been  acceded  to,  the  President  proclaimed  its  final  ratifi- 
cation in  February,  1835. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  lands  acquired  under  the  Chicngo  treaty  may  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  substantially  owned  by  the  United  States  in  1833 — 
some  months  before  the  passage  of  the  pre-emption  act  of  June,  1834.  The 
treaty  was  conditionally  ratified  before  the  passage  of  that  act.  The  condi- 
tions were,  as  just  stated,  subsequently  acceded  to  by  the  Indians.  Thc0» 
facts  go  to  show  the  ownership  in  the  United  States  in  a  still  stronger  light* 
At  the  time  of  the  location  of  the  floating  rights  of  Laventure,  Childs,  and 
Thompson,  in  the  summer  of  1835,  the  lands  actually  belonged  to  the  United 
States,  and  were  ordered  to  be  sold  by  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  VteA- 
dent  on  the  6th  of  May,  1835.  The  title  of  the  Government  was  theh  per- 
fect And  it  would  seem  to  the  committee  that,  although  technically  the- 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofllce  was  perhaps  authorized  to  rejeel 
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4hofe  claims,  substantial  justice,  equity,  and  expediency,  require  their  con- 
finntion. 

Since  the  original  entry  of  the  fractional  lots  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be 
topirwedf  the  greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the  property  has  passed  from  the 
minal  owners  to  a  number  of  innocent  purchasers.    la  the  erection  of 
■boudings  and  other  improvements,  a  large  sum  of  money  has  been  ex- 
fended;  which,  together  with  the  purchase-money,  will  be  lost  to  those  of 
thepieaent  proprietors  who  have  actually  made  their  payments,  unless  the 
titles  to  these  lands  should  be  confirmed.    It  would  be  derogatory  to  the 
duTKter  of  the  nation ;  this  Government  would  exhibit  itself  in  the  atti- 
tndeof  a  grasping  miser  and  speculator  on  the  capital  ar^  labor  of  indi- 
Tidoals,  if  Ck>ngress  could  consent  to  take  back  the  lands  improved,  made 
Tiloable,  and  held  by  those  individuals, under  what  they  believed  to  be  valid 
titles.    Congress  can  surely  never  authorize  these  lands  to  be  thrown  into 
the  market  a«[ain,  and,  with  their  valuable  improvements,  made  at  the  ex- 
pense and  by  the  industry  of  private  citizens,  sold  to  replenish  the  Federal 
treasury.     The  lands  have  already  been  sold  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
mwt,  and  paid  for  by  the  original  claimants,  who  now  seek  from  Congress 
acoofirmation  oi  their  titles.     If  any  irregularity  attended  the  proceeding,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  public  agents  to  have  prevented  it;  and  it  was  their 
bnltthat  it  occurred.     It  would  be  unworthy  of  the  Government  to  avail 
itieU  of  the  error  of  its  own  officers,  especially  when  the  probability  is  that 
the  land  would  not,  without  the  improvements,  have  commanded  more  than 
the  minimum  price  fixed  by  law.     It  is  certain  that  a  portion,  if  not  all,  of 
the  persons  now  soliciting  Congress  to  reject  the  bill  before  it,  and  to  set  the 
Una np  at  auction  again,  or  to  grant  a  special  preemption  to  the  settlers 
upon  it,  are  individuals  who  occupy  but  a  small  part  of  the  property,  and 
iriio  still  owe  largely  for  the  prices  which  they  stipulated  to  pay  for  their 
jvemises.     It  is  in  proof  that  nine-tenths  of  the  improvements  on  these  lands 
were  made  by  the  petitioners  for  the  confirmation  of  the  titles  of  La  venture, 
Qiilds,  and  Thompson.    To  grant  special  rights  of  pre-emption  to  all  the 
settlers  upon  it,  as  well  those  who  have  not  paid  for  their  premises  as  those 
who  have,  would  be  to  lend  the  sanction  of  Government  to  the  violation  of 
solemn  contracts  between  individuals.     Those  who  have  paid,  and  who 
iave  made  their  own  improvements,  do  not  ask  such  an  interposition  from 
Congress.     They  would  have  no  motive  to  do  so.    It  is  only  the  debtor 
hol£rs  of  parts  of  the  property  who  desire  to  be  relieved  in  that  way. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that  decisions,  adverse  to  pre-emptions  under 
amilar  circumstances  with  those  of  the  present  case,  have  been  made.  Such 
Aeduons  may  have  been  very  proper  on  the  part  of  ofiicers,  whose  duty  it 
is  amply  to  interpret  and  execute  the  laws  as  they  find  them  on  the  statute 
boolL  But  applications  to  Congress  for  relief  need  be  made  only  when  ex- 
iltilig  laws  do  not  aflford  it.  When  made,  they  are  addressed  to  our  sense  of 
^qnilyand  justice;  to  our  consciences  and  liberality  ;  and  we  neither  are, 
aof  ought  to  be,  in  such  cases,  lied  down  by  the  rigid  rules  of  law,  to  the 
eidnsion  of  equitable  and  fair  considerations  of  right  and  justice.  Upon 
the  whole,  therefore,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  it  is  both  expe- 
deat  and  important,  that  the  bill  should  pass.  The  litigation  arising  on  the 
pR»erty  in  question,  ought  to  be  suppressed  in  the  bud.  The  diflicuUies 
aBOoHitroversies  produced  by  rival  and  adverse  interests  and  feelings,  ought 
tobe  tianquiliized  and  terminated.  They  interpose  serious  obstacles  to  me 
improvement  and  prosperity  of  a  point  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
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gan,  destined  to  become  a  great  commercial  place.  Paternal  considerations 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  a  just  spirit  of  equity  and  liberality  towuds 
the  pre-emption  claimants,  their  undisputed  possession  of  the  property  for 
nearly  three  years,  and  the  still  continued  possession  of  it  by  them,  or  by 
those  who  hold  under  them,  with  the  jSfreatly  increased  value  which  tbdr 
capital  and  labor  have  imparted  to  it,  all  indicate  the  policy  and  justice  of  a 
confirmation  of  the  titles  of  the  original  claimants.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, report  the  bill  without  amendment. 


Memorial  of  the  legislative  assembli/  of  the  Territory  of  Wiseomini 
praying  the  confirmation  of  the  claifns  of  Francis  Laventure  and 
others,  to  certain  lands  in  that  Territory, 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congress  asse?nhled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  legislative  assembly  ol  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin 

Respectfully  represents  : 
• 

That,  in  the  summer  of  1835,  Ebenezcr  Childs,  Linus  Thompson,  and 
Francis  Laventure,  boin^  possessed  of  three  floating  rights,  under  the 
pre-emption  law  of  19th  June,  1834,  located  the  same,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  upon  lots  one,  two,  and  tliree,  of  section  thirty-two, 
township  seven,  of  range  twenty-two,  in  the  county  of  Milwaukie,  and 
took  the  receiver's  receipts  for  the  same. 

That,  in  the  same  year,  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  by  proc- 
lamation, ordered  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  Green  Bay  land  district, 
to  be  held  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  month  of  September ;  among  the  land* 
80  ordered  for  sale,  was  the  said  township  seven  (it  being  then  embraoed 
within  the  limits  of  said  land  district),  at  which  sale  the  whole  of  said 
township  was  sold,  with  the  exception  of  such  parts  as  had  previously 
been  obtained  by  preemption,  or  floating  riglits.  In  the  month  of  Hay, 
1838,  these  floating  rights  were  rejected  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
General  Land  Oflice,  and  the  ofllcers  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Green  Bay, 
were  directed  to  refund  to  the  original  purchasers,  the  money  that  had  been 
paid  for  said  premises. 

Since  the  sale  of  said  premises,  the  original  purchasers,  or  those  who 
held  under  them,  have  had  ])osscssion,  and,  until  some  time  in  the  winter 
ef  1838,  undisputed  possession  of  the  same,  mid  have  erected  bnildings, 
and  made  other  valuable  improvements  thereon,  and,  until  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  aforesaid  decision  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  GSeneral 
JLiand  Oflice,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  the  validity  of  the  title  to  said 
premises,  and  numerous  sales  were  made  at  prices,  varying  frpm  two  hon- 
ored and  fifty,  to  five  thousand  dollars  per  aero.  If  the  Government  does 
DOt  interfere  and  protect  the  purchasers  of  said  lands,  consequences  will 
follow,  ruinous  to  many  individuals,  and  will  involve  hundreds  in  ezpet- 
sive  and  almost  interminable  litigation.  If,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  the 
decisions  of  the  authorized  agents  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  reversedi 
and  pre-emptions  rejected,  there  is  no  safety  in  purchasing  lands  similariy 
obtained;  all  confidence  would  be  destroyed  in  titles,  whether  obtained 
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m  the  United  States,  or  from  individuals ;  the  transfer  of  property  wonJd 
prevented,  and  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country,  retard- 
.  A  similar  memorial  to  the  foregoing,  ^as  sent  to  your  honorable  body 
m  this  assiembly,  at  its  last  session  ;  but,  since  that  time,  having  learned 
It  a  number  of  individuals,  consisting,  in  part,  of  those  who  have 
nchased  of  said  lands,  and  have  paid  but  a  small  part  of  the  considera- 
m  therefor,  and  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  a  default  in  the  titles,  to 
3t  a  release  from  their  obligations;  and  on  part  of  individuals  who  wish 
»take  advantage  of  any  thing,  whereby  ihey  hope  to  benefit  themselves, 
iTe  taken  ppssession,  by  making  cinims  upon  said  premises,  and  have 
trvarded  petitions  to  your  honorable  body,  praying  to  have  the  said  lands 
M;  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  again  lay  the  matter  before  you.  This  as- 
mbly  are  further  urged  to  do  this,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  and 
stDrt>ances  that  have  since  arisen  between  the  purchasers  and  claimants, 
id  which,  if  not  checked  by  some  immediate  action  upon  the  subject, 
ay  lead  to  consequences  disgraceful  to  individuals  and  to  the  community. 
Viewing-  therefore,  the  circumstances  of  the  cases,  the  amount  of  proper- 
involved,  the  great  number  of  hands  through  which  the  same  has  passed, 
etime  that  lias  elapsed  since  the  sale,  and  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen, 
id  may  continue  to  arise,  we  would  ask  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
ates,  a  confirmation  of  the  titles  to  said  lands,  believing  that  in  this  way 
ily,  can  strict  justice  l)c  rendered  to  the  present  occupants,  and  the  peace 
td  good  order  of  society  maintained. 

RDWARD  V.  WHITON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JAMES  COLLINS, 

President  of  Council. 
Approved  December  30,  1839. 

HENRY  DODGE. 


0  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hou,^p  of  Rejtresenlatives  of  the  United 
States  oj  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 

lie  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Milwaukic, 
and  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 

Respectfully  represents: 

That  in  the  summer  of  1835,  Francis  Lavenlure,  Ebcnezer  Childs,  and 
inus  Thompson,  of  Green  Bay,  in  said  Territory,  being  possessed  of  three 
Dating  rights,  under  the  preemption  law  of  19th  June,  1834,  located  the 
une  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  said  law,  upon  lots  one,  two,  and  three, 
f  section  thirty-two,  township  seven,  range  twenty-two,  at  the  Green  Bay 
Hid  office,  and  received  the  receiver's  receipts  for  the  same. 

Id  the  same  sunnner  of  1835,  and  at  the  time  of  the  locating  the  said  float- 

SrightSi  these  lands  were,  by  proclamation  of  the  late  President  of  the  Uni- 
States,  ordered  to  be  sold  at  Green  Bay  in  the  month  of  8eptember  of  that 
ear.  At  that  time  the  whole  of  said  township  seven  was  sold,  except  such 
facts  as  had  previously  been  obtained  by  preemptions,  or  floating  rights. 
Since  Ihe  purchase  of  these  lands  of  the  United  States  in  1835,  the  ori- 
ioal  purchasers,  and  those  who  hold  under  them,  held  undisputed  posses- 
ion of  said  premises  up  to  the  month  of  May,  1838,  when  they  learned 
rift  sarprise  that  the  floating  rights  of  the  abovenamed  individuals  had 
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been  set  aside,  and  that  an  order  had  been  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  the  land  officers  at  Green  Bay,  to  refund  the 
purchase  money  paid  for  the  same.  Thi^  decision  was  made  upon  the 
ground,  that  lands  acquired  by  tlie  United  States  at  the  treaty  of  Chicaeo, 
were  not  subject  to  the  operations  of  the  preemption  law  of  19th  June,  1834. 
This  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  27th  day  of  September,  1633,  but  was 
not  ratified  till  21st  February,  1835.  The  pre-emption  law  of  1834  required 
cultivation  by  the  settler  in  1833 ;  but  as  the  above  treaty  was  not  ratified 
till  aller  that  time,  no  pre  cmption  could  be  obtained  on  any  lands  acquired 
by  that  treaty,  as  any  person  settlins:  upon  the  same  would  be  a  trespasser 
upon  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  This  reasoning,  however  sound  it  may 
be,  does  not  apply  in  the  present  case,  because  the  pre-emptions  from  which 
these  floats  originated,  were  perfected  upon  lands,  the  title  to  which  for  a 
long  time  previous,  had  been  in  the  United  States.  However  this  question 
may  be  settled,  wc  cannot  sec  what  bearing  it  can  have  upon  the  title  to  the 
lands  in  question,  provided  these  floats  were  located  upon  the  lands  which, 
at  the  time  of  such  location^  actually  belonged  to  the  United  /States,  The 
act  of  29th  May,  1830,  which  was  revived  by  the  act  of  19lh  June,  1834, 
provides,  that  where  two  or  more  persons  may  be  settled  upon  the  same 
quarter  section,  the  same  may  be  divided,  and  each  of  such  settlers  shall  be 
entided  to  a  pre-emption  of"  eighty  acres  elsewhere  in  said  land  district.'' 
The  preemptions  from  which  these  floats  originated  were  obtained  under 
the  act  of  19th  June,  1S34,  and  the  floats  laid  upon  lands  within  the  district^ 
and  which,  at  the  very  time  of  their  location,  were  proclaimed  lor  sale  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  act  of  Congress  allowing  the  location  of  floats  upon  any  lands  within 
the  district,  is  without  reservation  or  restriction ;  and  in  the  present  case 
we  can  see  no  reason  for  the  decision  rcKiniring  the  title  to  the  above  lands 
to  have  been  in  the  Government  in  IS33.  But  whether  the  title  was  or 
was  not  in  the  United  States,  and  even  admitting  it  was  not,  up  to  the  time 
of  the  purchase  by  these  individuals,  yet  (Government  assumed  the  owner- 
ship, and  by  its  agents  guarantied  a  title  to  the  purchasers.  And  if  the 
Government  now  has  a  title,  so  should  a  title  to  these  purchasers,  and  those 
holding  under  tljem,  be  perfect. 

If,  however,  these  points,  on  strictly  legal  grounds,  should  be  decided 
against  the  present  owners,  still  they  rely  upon  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
Congress  for  a  confirmation  of  the  titles  to  the  above  lands. 

If  any  error  lias  been  committed,  it  has  been  by  the  land  officers  at  Green 
Bay,  and  the  innocent  purchasers  under  the  original  owners  are  now  made 
to  sufier  for  this  ignorance  of  their  ollicial  duties.  Since  the  original  entry, 
the  whole  of  the  lands  embraced  in  the  abovementioncd, tracts,  have  passed 
from  the  original  owners  to  a  large  number  of  innocent  purciiasers. 

These  lands  have  been  laid  out  into  lots  as  part  of  the  town  of  Milwaukie, 
and  are  owned  by  hundreds  of  individuals,  all  of  whom  bought  in  good 
faith,  paid  high  prices,  and  many  ol  them  have  niade  valuable  improve- 
ments thereon,  supposing  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the  validity  of  tJiese  titles. 

If  after  a  lapse  of  three  years  preemptions  allowed  by  the  authorized 
agents  of  Government  are  to  be  rejected,  there  is  no  safety  in  purchasing  any 
lands  similarly  obtained,  no  matter  at  what  time  tliey  may  have  been  pur- 
chased. Such  a  course  would  involve  in  ruin  the  best  citizens  of  the  West, 
and  destroy  all  confidence  in  titles,  whether  derived  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment or  from  private  individuals.  It  would  prevent  the  exchange  of  prop- 
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rty  similarly  situated,  retard  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
rent  instance,  will  seriously  affect  the  intierests  of  a  large  number  of  peo- 
l^tnd  involve  our  inhabitants  in  general  and  ruinous  litigation. 
These  premises  are  a  part  of  the  town  site  of  Milwaukie.  In  the  erection 
f  bofldings  and  other  improvements  a  large  amount  of  money  has  been 
xpmded,  which,  together  with  the  purchase  money,  unless  the  titles  to 
hiie lands  should  te  confirmed,  will  be  lost  to  the  present  proprietors. 

taTiew,  therefore,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  amount  of 
)nM)ertyinvolved,  the  number  of  persons  through  whom  the  title  has  passed, 
ind  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  original  purchase,  we 
voold  respectfully  ask — is  it  proper  for  Government  to  make  hundreds  of 
inooeeot  purchasers  suffer  for  the  errors  or  ignorance  of  its  own  officers? 

Hoch  more  might  be  said  by  your  memorialists,  to  induce  your  honor- 
able bodies  to  grant  relief  to  the  present  proprietors  of  the  above  lands. 
They  believe,  h^bwever,  that  sufficient  has  appeared  to  recommend  the  mat- 
ter slrongly  to  your  consideration. 

Tonr  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  said  floating  rights  may  be  al- 
kwedand  confirmed,  and  that  patents  may  be  issued  accordingly;  or  that 
roch  other  relief  may  be  granted  to  the  present  proprietors  of  said  lands  as 
nay  be  right  and  proper.    And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  (fee. 

GEORGE  D.  DOUSMAN, 
and  others. 


Territory  of  Wisconsin,  )  ^^ 

Mwaukie  county,         \     '  . 

Solomon  Juneau,  Elisha  Starr,  Allen  O.  T.  Breed,  Allen  \V.  Hatch,  Hen- 
fy&Hoemer,  John  S.  Rockwell,  James  Sanderson,  and  Geo.  D.  Dousman, 
Wngduly  sworn,  depose  and  Siiy :  That  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
Aluition  of  fractions  one,two,and  three,  of  section  thirty  lwo,town^ip  seven, 
Bfflge  twenty- two,  in  Milwaukie  county;  that,  as  they  have  always  understood 
tod  believed,  snid  premises  were  purchased  at  the  Green  Bay  land-office,  in 
1835,  by  Linus  Thompson,  Ebcnezer  Childs,  and  Francis  Laventure ;  that, 
in  1836,  said  premises  were  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  lots,  and  formed  a 
pttt  of  the  town  of  Milwaukie ;  that  they  have  been  sold  at  from  one  to 
«i  thousand  dollars  per  acre  ;  and  that  a  large  number  of  persons  residing 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  Stales  are  interested  therein ;  that,  in  the 
DODth  of  May,  1838,  these  deponents  learned  that  the  receipts  and  certifi- 
^to  issued  to  the  above  purchasers  by  the  authorized  agents  of  Govern- 
oeotjhad  been  cancelled,  on  the  grounds  and  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in 
Jhe petition  liereto  annexed;  that,  previous  to  said  month  of  May,  1838, 
^porclia^ifers  of  said  premises,  or  those  who  hold  under  them,  erected 
toy  buildings,  and  made  valuable  improvements,  to  a  large  amount,  on 
liidpremiscs. 

These  deponents  are  informed,  that  certain  individuals  residing  on  said 
ftfemises  as  tenants  under  the  original  purchasers,  or  those  who  hold  under 
tteni,  arc,  and  have  been  making  strong  efforts  against  the  confirmation  of 
4eK  titles  by  Government ;  representing  that,  in  case  they  should  be  con- 
fnudi  they  would  thereby  be  seriously  injured. 

These  deponents  are  further  informed  and  believe,  that  those  persons  are 
MtioDiDg  Congress  at  this  time,  either  to  have  these  lands  brought  into 
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market,  or  that  a  special  pre-emption  law  may  be  passed^jrranting  thes 
premises,  or  certain  portions  thereof,  to  these  individuals.  The  adopticm  < 
either  of  these  measures  by  Congress  would  seriously  injure  the  penon 
who  have  become  interested  under  the  original  purchasers,  inasmuch  a 
•they  will  lose,  in  most  instances,  the  money  they  have  paid  and  the  vab 
of  their  improvements.  These  deponents  believe  that  a  refusal,  on  thepu 
of  Government,  to  confirm  these  titles,  will  seriously  injure,  and  perhip 
totally  ruin,  many  valuable  citizens,  who  have  expended  all  their  means  ii 
purchasing  or  making  improvements  upon  these  premises. 

The  growth  and  prosperity  of  that  part  of  the  town  of  Milwaukie,  an 
greatly  retarded  by  the  doubt  that  exists  as  to  the  validity  of  these  titb 
The  individuals  adverse  to  the  confirmation  of  these  titles  have  no  intenit 
in  said  premises,  other  than  such  title  as  they  derive  from  the  present  OfnMi 
of  said  premises,  and  will  only  be  injured  by  the  confirmation  of  the  titla» 
in  that  they  may  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  lands  which  were  sold  to  them 
in  good  faith,  by  those  who  supposed  they  had  a  good  title  thereto. 

S.  JUNEAU, 
ELISHA  STARR, 
A.  O.  T.  BREED, 
A.  W.  HATCH, 
H.  S.  HOSMER, 
JOHN  S.  ROCKWELL, 
JAMES  SANDERSON, 
GEORGE  D.  DOUSMAN- 

Territory  of  Wisconsin,  )  ^. 
Milwaukie  county^  \  ^^' 

I,  Cyrus  Hawley,  clerk  of  ihe  United  States  district  court  for  the  coimtf 
and  Territory  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify,  that  Solomon  Juneau,  EU* 
Starr,  Allen  O.  T.  Breed,  Allen  W.  Hatch,  Henry  S.  Hosmer,  Jdm  B- 
Rockweli,  James  Sanderson,  and  George  D.  Dousman,  personally  a[^wani 
before  me,  and  severally  made  oath  to  the  foregoing  statement, 
p  g  1  I^  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflixrf 
^  ^*    *J    the  seal  of  said  court,  this  7th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1839. 

CYRUS  HAWLEY,  Oerk 


Territory  op  Wisconsin,  I 
Milwtttikie  county^  ^  ^^' 

Solomon  Juneau,  James  Sanderson,  Elisha  Starr,  Daniel  Wells,  jr.,  B 
H.  Edgerton,  Geo.  O.  Tiffany,  A.  W.  Hatch,  John  S.  Rockwell,  and  Gbb 
D.  Dousman,  being  duly  sworn,  severally  depose  and  say,  that  thoy  hi* 
seen  what  purports  to  be  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Milwaukie  county  to  lb 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  body  to  authorize  the  saloioi 
fractions  one,  two,  and  three,  of  section  thirty  two,  of  township  seven,  Wllf 
twenty-two,  in  the  Milwaukie  land  district ;  and,  praying  further,  thatoi 
settlers  upon  the  same  may  have  the  right  of  preemption  to  the  portionsi 
said  fractions  improved  and  occupied  by  them.  And  these  deponentsflfl 
ther  severally  depose  that  the  individuals,  for  whose  benefit  said  petitiliji 
is  circulated,  entered  upon  said  premises  under  and  by  permission  of  CM 
who  originally  purchased  said  tracts  of  the  United  States,  or  those  wh 
derive  title  under  them ;  that,  having  failed  to  make  pajnn^nt  of  the  pdl 
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ehase  money  of  the  portions  of  said  premises  on  which  which  they  are 

sov  settled,  they  seek,  by  fraudulent  representations  to  Congress,  to  de- 

piivaof  their  title  those  who  purchasedof  the  Government  in  good  faith, 

and  paid  high  prices  for  these  very  lands.    And  these  deponents  further 

depose  that  nine-tenths  of  the  improvements  upon  said  premises  are  owned 

by  those  who,  for  two  years  past,  htive  petitioned  Congress  for  a  confirma- 

tioD  of  the  titles  originally  obtained  from  the  Government ;  that  the  im- 

provanents  on  said  premises  owned,  or  pretended  to  be  owned,  by  those 

vho  are  opf>osed  to  a  confirmation  of  these  titles,  excepting  those  who 

hold  under  the  original  owners,  do  not  exceed  in  value  four  thousand  dol- 

Ian;  and  their  improvements  will  not  be  lost  to  them,  as  they  will  have  a 

titb  to  the  lands  on  which  they  stand  upon  t^onfirmation  of  these  titles, 

bjr  ibeir  complying  with  the  terms  of  their  contracts.    And  while  these 

deponents  cannot  imagine  any  ground  on  which  an  injury  can  be  done  to 

those  settlers  on  these  lands  adverse  to  the  confirmation  of  those  titles,  they 

are  satisfied  that  the  loss  to  those  who  purchased  of  the  Government  in 

good  faith  will  be  upward  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.     These  three 

tracts  of  land  contain  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres ;  and,  pre- 

vions  to  any  doubt  or  question  of  the  validity  of  the  titles,  were  sold  from 

two  to  six  thousand  dollars  per  acre.    Upward  of  one  hundred  individuals 

are  now  interested  in  these  premises.     Many  will  lose  all  they  have  paid, 

and  others  will  have  to  refund  from  one  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars  in  case 

the  aid  titles  are  not  confirmed.    Suits,  involving  a  large  amount  of  money, 

are  now  pending  in  the  district  court  of  Milwaukie  to  recover  back  the 

pordhase^money  paid  by  purchasers  for  portions  of  these  prepnises ;  and 

dias  deponents  can  see  no  end  to  the  litigation  that  will  arise  out  of  these 

dimtod  titles,  unless  G^ngress  should  confirm  them.    These  premises  are 

nbable  property,  and  have  derived  their  chief  value  from  the  capital  and 

labflD  of  these  deponents,  and  others  interested  with  them.    A  greater 

fkot  of  injustice  could  not  be  done  to  private  individuals  than  is  now  at- 

leo^ited  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  a  confirmation  of  these  titles. 

SiDce  the  purchase  of  these  lands  some  of  these  deponents  have  paid 
ittes  at  a  high  rate,  from  year  to  year,  as  the  same  have  been  assessed  and 
tued,  like  other  lands  in  the  county. 

B.  H.  EDGERTON, 
JAS.  SANDEKSON, 
A.  W.  HATCH, 
JOHN  S.  ROCKWELL, 
GEORGE  D.  DOUSMAN, 
S.  JUNEAU, 
ELISHA  STARR, 
DANIEL  WELLS,  Jr. 
GEORGE  O.  TIFFANY. 
Milwaukie,  January  27,  1840. 

Tbeeitort  of  Wisconsin,  }  ^^ 
MUwaukie  county^         ) 
Ii  Levi  Blossom,  jr.,  a  notary  public,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Milwaukie, 
h  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  duly  subscribed  and 
ivorn  to  before  me,  by  the  persons  whose  names  are  thereunto  attached. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  this  26th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1840. 

L.  BLOSSOM,  Jr.         [l.  s.] 
Notary  Public. 


[  2ft3  ]  12 

7b  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unila 
States f  m  Congress  assembled  : 

The  undersigned  your  petitioners,  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsm 
Respectfully  rcpresent  : 

That  they  are  nrquointed  with  the  location  of  lots  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  in 
section  No.  32,  oi  township  No.  7  north,  of  range  No.  22  east,  in  the  Mil- 
waukic  land  district : 

That  they  have  been  informed  and  believe  that  said  lots  have  been  ilk< 
gaily  and  fraudulently  iloated  ;  that  the  floats  laid  on  the  same  have  Ami 
justly  reversed  by  proper  authority  ;  that  the  manner  of  obtaining  and  the 
right  to  lay  said  floats,  the  legality  and  propriety  of  raisins:  the  same,  and 
the  extent  of  the  settlers'  claims  to  certain  portions  of  said  lots,  have  been 
matters  of  public  and  g:cncral  discussion  : 

That  Irom  information  derived  from  such  public  and  general  discnssioD, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  the  manner  of  obtaining  and  laying  said  floiti} 
was  improper  and  illegal,  and  consequently,  that  they  were  properly  and  le- 
gally raised : 

That  the  said  lots  are  a  valuable  town  site,  and  ought,  in  their  opinioD, 
to  be  laid  olf  into  town  lots,  and  out  lots,  and  sold  as  such  by  authoiitf  of 
the  United  States : 

That  from  the  knowledge  of  the  time  when  the  settlers  located  uponoK- 
tain  portions  of  said  lots  (the  greater  part  of  whom  have  resided  upon  sakt 
lots  for  the  last  tiiree  years  and  upward)  and  the  purposes  for  which  thaf 
settled,  and  from  their  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  their  improvements  Oi 
the  same,  being  in  value  from  one  thousand  to  eight  thousand  dollars  ead| 
money  actually  expended  in  building,  <kc.,  to  wit :  ercctinja:  dwelliDA 
stores,  outhouses,  gardens,  orchards,  fences,  and  grading,  filling  up  anl 
otherwise  improving  said  lots,  do  believe  said  settlers  have  an  equitafab 
claim  to  those  jwrtions  so  improved : 

That  they  further  believe  said  lots  1,  2.  and  3,  would  not  be  half  so  val- 
uable to  Government  as  they  now  are,  were  it  not  for  the  improvemBOtt 
made  upon  them  by  said  settlers : 

That  they  are  acquainted  witli  the  character  of  said  settlers,  and  bdien 
them  to  be  an  mdustrious  and  meritorious  class  of  citizens. 

And  they  would  respectfully  further  represent :  Tliat,  in  their  opinion 
should  Congress  not  grant  said  settlers  relief,  it  would  ruin  them  nearly  il 
not  quite.  So  great  au  amount  has  been  expended  by  them  in  improve 
ments  upon  said  lots,  at  a  period  when  money  was  plenty  and  easily  ob 
tained ;  but  the  sudden  revulsion  in  monetary  aflairs  so  universally  felt  il 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  has  materially  atfected  them,  and  Government  only 
in  their  opinion,  can  relieve  them  without  doing  injustice  to  itself,  the  com 
munity.  or  a  sini^le  individual,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  benefit  all  conoemad 

Therefore,  your  petitioners  in  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  respectfull] 
solicit  that  Congress  will  authorize  a  survey  of  said  premises  into  to«l 
lots  and  out  lots;  aUo.  authorize  a  sale  of  said  lots  at  public  auction;  an 
also  grant  to  tho  settlers  on  the  same,  a  pre-emption  to  those  portions  of  sail 
lots  which  they  have  improved  and  occupied,  at  such  price  as  your  honOi 
able  body  may  deem  just  and  reasonable. 

And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  ice, 

JNO.  T.  HAIGHT,  and  others. 
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)  ike  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hmee  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  Congress  assembled  : 

mr  remonstrants,  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  MilwaukiCj  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 

&8PECTFVLLY    REPRESENT! 

"Riat  they  reside  on  lots  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  in  section  32,  township  7  north, 
id  range  &  east  Said  three  lots  are  parcel  of  the  Pottawatomie  Indian 
inds,  vhose  title  thereto  was  not  extinguished  until  the  year  1836. 
%at  in  the  year  1834,  and  prior  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  said  Indian 
itk,  Fnmcis  Laventure,  Ebenezer  Childs,  and  Linus  Thompson,  then 
nd  now  residents  of  Green  Bay,  wliich  is  distant  120  miles  from  this 
ho^  under  color  of  right,  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  pre- 
DpCioa  act,  of  1830,  which  reads  as  follows :  "That  if  two  or  more  per- 
ns be  settled  upon  the  same  quarter  section,  the  same  may  be  divided 
stveen  the  first  two  actual  settlers,  if,  by  a  north  and  south,  or  east  and 
vit  lipe,  the  settlement  or  improvement  of  each  can  be  included  in  a  half 
Dirter  section  ;  and  in  such  case  the  settlers  shall  each  be  entitled  to  a 
te^mption  of  80  acres  of  land  elsewhere  in  said  land  district,  so  as  not  to 
ilcrfere  with  other  settlers  having  a  right  of  preference,"located  preemption 
oats  on  said  lots,  and  took  out  duplicate  certificates  of  the  purchase  there- 
(  at  the  land  office  in  Green  Bay,  although  at  that  time  said  lot  (No.  1) 
ras  aetually  settled  and  built  upon  by  another  individual. 

And  your  remonstrants  further  represent,  that,  as  they  are  informed  and 
idkre,  said  floats  were  laid  at  the  instance,  with  the  connivance,  and  prin- 
sipallyfor  the  benefit  of  some  shiewd  and  wealthy  speculators,  who  sold 
n  smaller  parcels  to  others,  the  price  augmenting  at  an  enormous  ratio  at 
sach  SQccessive  sale,  until  the  whole  of  lot  No.  1,  although  one  half  of  it 
ns  marsh,  sold  without  improvements  from  $3,500  to  $6,600  per  undivid- 
id  acre ;  and  town  lots  on  lot  2,  of  the  size  of  140  feet  by  60  feet,  sold 
Sram  $1,000  to  $1,250  per  lot.  At  the  height  of  this  speculation,  and  at 
heae  ruinous  prices,  your  remonstrants,  who  are  mostly  mechanics  and 
iborers,  desirous  of  locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Milwaukie,  deceived  by 
Uae  appearances  and  representations,  purchased  village  lots  and  small 
Itteds  of  tliis  tract  at  enormous  prices,  for  the  purpose  of  actual  settlement 
md  improvement ;  that  the  terms  on  which  they  purchased  were  usually 
»e-fcnrth  cash  down,  and  the  balance  in  payments  of  three,  six,  and  nine 
oottths ;  and,  that  wholly  unaware  of  any  defect  of  title  in  the  original 
xe-emptors  of  said  lots,  many  of  your  remonstrants  went  on  and  erected 
iwdlings  and  other  buildings,  at  great  expense,  and  made  other  Viiluable 
nmrovements  on  the  premises  so  purchased  by  them.  At  this  juncture, 
m  aiker  your  remonstrants  had  actually  paid  a  large  portion  of  the  pur- 
Aaae  money  which  they  were  to  pay  for  their  purchases,  which  sums  so 
;ud  MO  far  more  than  the  actual  value  of  the  lots  purchased  by  them,  the 
MMe  of  speculation  burst,  and  they  were  left  with  heavy  and  ruinous 
Uanees  still  due,  and  with  their  lots  dead  and  comparatively  valueless 
ipoQ  tlttir  hands. 

And  your  remonstrants  would  further  represent,  that  said  floats  were 
«baeqaent1y  raised  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on 
te  gfoand  that  the  Indian  title  to  said  land  was  not  extinguished  when 
tiey  were  laid,  and  that  the  preemptions  to  said  lots,  taken  out  by  said 
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Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thomj^n,  were  illegal  and  void ;  which  decision, 
on  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  confirmed.  That,  there- 
upon, those  speculators  who  were  the  previous  purchasers  of  these  lots,  and 
who  had  sold  to  your  remonstrants  at  greatly  enhanced  prices,  applied  to 
Congress  for  confirmation  of  title  to  said  three  lots  in  said  original  pre* 
emptors,  Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thompson  ;  representing,  as  your  remon- 
strants are  informed,  that  distress  and  ruin  awaited  them  imless  the  title  to 
said  lots  was  so  confirmed ;  that  in  pursuance  of  said  application,  a  bill  was 
passed  in  the  Senate,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  numbered  Senate  bill 
68,  confirming  said  title  accordingly,  and  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  for  confirmation  ;  that  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
reported  against  its  passage,  and  in  this  state  the  bill  now  stands  for  the 
further  action  of  the  House. 

And  your  remonstrants  would  further  state,  that,  as  they  are  informed 
and  believe,  said  speculators,  many  of  them  at  least,  purchased  said  lots  on 
the  condition  that  they  should  pay  for  them  if  the  title  should  prove  good, 
and  that,  as  between  themselves,  they  usually  conveyed  by  quitclaim  deeds, 
without  warranty  of  title  ;  whereas,  they  sold  to  your  remonstrants  by  giv- 
ing bonds  for  deeds  conditioned  to  convey  on  full  payment  of  all  the  pur- 
chase money ;  that  some  of  your  remonstrants,  after  having  paid  a  lam 
amount,  have  been  prosecuted  for  the  balances  still  due  on  these  bonds,  toe 
suits  for  which  are  now  pending ;  that  the  plaintifl^s  in  these  suits,  rely  fix 
recovery  on  the  ground  for  confirmation  of  title  in  said  original  pre-empton; 
and  that  if  said  titles  are  confirmed,  and  judgments  are  recovered  againflt 
your  remonstrants,  it  will  reduce  many  of  them  to  utter  poverty  and  ruin. 

Your  remonstrants  are  fully  aware  of  the  great  disadvantages  undtf 
which  they  labor,  in  opposing  the  confirmation  of  title  to  said  lots,  in  sail 
original  pre-emptors,  from  the  fact  that  the  application  is  supported  bT 
speculators  who  are  men  of  wealth  and  influence,  some  of  whom  are  high 
in  office,  scattered  throughout  the  Territory  and  the  Union — one  only  of 
whom  is  a  resident  on  said  tract ;  wliile  your  remonstrants  are  mokly 
mechanics  and  laborers,  who  bought  for  permanent  settlement  and  improve- 
ment, and  who  are  now  all  of  them  actuilly  residing  on  said  lots,  and  have 
made  valuable  improvements  ihereon. 

And  your  remonstrants  would  further  state,  that  althoucch  said  lands  an 
valuable,  yet  they  are  far  from  being  worth  the  enormous  prices  which  thejij . 
incautiously,  by  false  appearances  and  representations,  agreed  topaysaidi^ 
speculators  ;  and  that  should  Government  see  fit  to  offer  them  in  market  lo,, 
the  highest  bidder,  they  would  gladly  purchase  them  at  a  fair  price,  to  laFB 
their  improvements  from  the  grasp  of  the  speculator,  and  themselves  and 
families  from  beggary  and  ruin. 

Your  honorable  body  are  doubtless  awaie,  that  there  are  various  odier 
claims  in  this  Territory,  and  elsewhere,  resting  on  precisely  the  saons 
grounds  with  that  of  said  Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thompson,  all  of  which 
are  directly  against  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  tlie  pre-emption  act;  and  tlial^ 
if  title  in  this  case  is  confirmed,  it  will  be  a  precedent  eagerly  caught  at  bf 
others,  and  thus  Government  will  be  defrauded  out  of  a  considerable  anioui& . 
of  revenue  which  might  be  obtained  on  the  sale  of  such  lands  in  market 

Your  remonstrants,  therefore,  respectfuUv  pray,  that  said  bill  do  not  pa0» 
and  that  title  in  said  Laventure,  Childs,  and  Thompson,  by  no  other  act  be, 
confirmed. 

J.  B.  ZANDER,  and  others. 

HiLWAUKiE,  November  20, 1838. 
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E  County,  ) 
Territory,  \  **' 

J  appeared  before  me,  Elihu  Higgios,  justice  of  the  peace,  ia 
connty,  Hubbel  Loomis,  Jeremiah  B.  Zander,  and  William 
ho  are  known  to  me,  and  after  being  duly  sworn,  say,  that  the 
th  in  the  above  remonstrance  are  true. 

H.  LOOMIS, 
J.  B.  ZANDER, 
WILLIAM  HOWARD. 

certify,  that  the  deponents  are  persons  that  are  entitled  to  credi- 

id  subscribed  before  me,  this  26th  day  of  November,  1838. 

ELIHU  HIGGINS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


General  Land  Office,  February  8,  1840. 
lave  the  honor,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  request- 
Bif  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  of  the  Senate,  "  a  copy 
idoD  of  this  office  upon  the  claims  of  Laventure,  Childs,  and 
,  to  certain  fractions  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Milwaukie 
the  town  of  that  name,"  to  enclose,  herewith,  a  copyof  my  letters 
I  Match,  29th  March,  1838,  and  December  20,  1839,  to  the  land 
Green  Bay,  Wisconsin  Territory,  in  which  the  action  of  this 
lese  claims  is  fully  set  forth, 
ith  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 

HN  NORVELL, 

^nate  of  the  United  States. 


March  22, 1838. 

BM EN  :  This  office  having  decided  that  lands  acquired  by  the 
ites  at  the  treaty  of  Chicago,  concluded  on  the  27th  September, 
not  ratified  until  the  21st  February,  1835,  were  not  subject  to 
ion  of  the  act  of  June  19, 1834,  rejected  the  claims  of  the  follow- 
iaate,  viz : 

aventure,  float  north  half  northeast  quarter  32,  7  north, 

per  certificate     ......  6 

Childs,  float  lot  2,  northeast  fractional  quarter  32,  7  north, 

6 

toz,  pre-emption,  northwest  quarter  31,  township  7  north, 

22 

ompson,  float  lot  3,  southeast  quarter  32,  7  north,  22  east  22 
Faax  and  Lewis  Vaux^  pre-emption,  northwest  quarter 

flt  and  south  half  northeast  quarter  4,  3  north,  22  east      -  1,562 

^auz,  float  lots  1  and  2,  section  9,  3  north,  23  east           -  1,563 

u,  float  lot  6,  section  9,  3  north,  23  cast              -           -  1,564 

rignoni  float  lot  5,  section  9,  3  north,  23  east         -           -  1|601 

Powell,  float  lot  4^  section  9,  3  north,  23  east        -           •  lj607 
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Luther  Gleason,  float  lot  3,  section  9,  ^ 


No  entries:   on  application  and 
tender  of  money  for  these  tracli. 


3  north,  23  east 
James  Nevill,  float  east  half  northwest 
quarter,  3  north,  23  east. 

This  decision,  on  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  having 
been  confirmed  by  that  officer  on  the  19th  instant,  and  direction  given  la 
have  the  same  carried  into  effect,  I  have  cancelled  the  certificates  above 
mentioned,  viz,  5,  6,  22,  24,  1,562, 1,663,  1,564,  1,601,  and  1,607;  and  the 
receiver  is  authorized  to  refund  to  the  individuals  entitled  to  receive  the 
same,  the  amount  of  purchase-money  paid  for  the  tracts  described  in  thoiB 
certificates  respectively,  taking  receipts  for  the  same,  which  he  will  forwaid 
to  this  office  with  his  account  current  for  the  month  in  which  the  repay- 
ments maybe  made,  havincr  reference  therein  to  the  date  of  this  letter. 

You  arc  also  authorized  to  permit  Linus  Thompson,  Robert  GriCTOo, 
and  William  Powell,  to  re  locate,  and  Luther  Gleason  and  James  Nevills  to 
locate  now  their  floats  upon  any  land  in  your  district  now  vacant,  which 
was  subject  to  such  entry,  before  the  expiration  of  the  law  under  which 
those  floats  arose,  with  the  further  instruction  imposed  by  my  circular  of 
11th  October  last  with  regard  to  vacant  and  unimproved  land,  provided  the 
claimants  or  those  interested  in  those  floats  shall,  after  dye  notice  by  youof 
these  instructions,  locate  the  same  without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  floats  of  Francis  Laventure  and  Ebenezer  Childs,  dr.pending  opoa 
the  validity  of  their  original  claims,  which  is  at  present  suspended,  will 
form  the  subject  of  another  communication,  when  authority  will  be  gi?8a 
for  their  re-location,  should  it  be  decided  that  they  are  entitled  to  such 
rights. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissiomr. 

Register  and  Receiver, 

Green  Bay,  Wisconsin  Territory, 


March  29;  1838. 
Gentlemen  :  Since  my  letter  of  22d  instant,  the  case  of  Childs  $ttk  i 
Laventure,  then  suspended  for  further  examination,  has  been  attentivd^ ; 
considered,  and  their  joint  entry,  per  certificate  No.  4,  approved.    TfaflK  j 
right  to  floats  being  also  deemed  established,  you  are  authorized  to  pernut  r 
the  re-location  of  those  which,  by  my  letter  abovementioned,  you  were  in* 
formed  had  been  cancelled ;  provided,  the  claimants,  or  those  iuterastid  ill  ^ 
those  floats,  shall,  after  due  notice  by  you  of  these  instructions,  locate  Aft  . 
same  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissimer. 
Re<;ister  and  Receiver, 

Green  Bay,  Wiscofisin  Territory. 


December  20, 1839. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  22d  March,  1838,  a  communication  was  addr 
to  your  ofiice  in  reference  to  certain  pre-emption  claims,  among  which  i 
that  of  Francis  Laventure  and  Ebenezer  Childs.    The  floats  of  these  indi- 
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ridaals,  as  located,  were,  for  the  reasons  therein  ?iven,  cancelled,  and  in- 
ttrnecions  of  the  29th  March  were  furnislied  you  for  their  re-location  ;  the 
proof  on  file  showing  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  floating  privilege.  It 
rnngi  however,  represented  that  the  original  claim  was  founded  on  fraud, 
»  ftf  as  the  right  of  Ebenezer  Childs  is  concerned — he  being  at  the  time, 
ud  for  some  years  previous,  a  resident  of  Green  Bay,  and  deriving  his 
dumffom  the  purchase  of  an  alleged  improvement  made  by  hid  father-in- 
law,  (llr.  Gri^non,)  who  himself  lived  twenty-five  miles  distant  from  the 
<nct  upon  which  improvement  is  said  to  exist,  and  from  which  the  floats 
lis  derived — you  will  consider  said  instructions  for  the  re-location  of  these 
flials  rescinded  ;  and  if  application  for  that  purpose  should  be  made,  refer 
the  natter  to  this  office,  when  a  full  examination  of  the  subject  will  be  di- 
iMed.  Such  an  investioration,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  entry  No.  4, 
in  the  joint  names  of  said  Laventure  and  Childs,  in  the  event  of  such  fraud 
Wog  proven,  would  now  be  given,  but  for  the  fact  that  certificate  4  has 
been  patented,  aiid  the  control  thereof  passed  from  this  office ;  and  the  only 
lUlig  left  is  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  fraud,  if  it  exists,  by  controlling 
the  locations  of  the  floats,  until  all  doubt  of  their  legitimate  character  is 
Kmoved. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Cammissianer. 

XfiOISTER  AND  RECEIVER, 

Green  Bay,  Wisconsin  Ttrritory. 


General  Land  OfficEi 

February  11,  1840, 

Sit:  I  have  examined  the  papers  in  the  cases  of  Francis  Laventure 
Ebeneaser  Childs,  and  Linus  Thompson,  referred  to  me  by  you  as  chairmaa 
of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims ;  and  have  the  honor  to  refer  you, 
fat  iotormation  as  to  the  action  of  this  office  on  the  clainis,  for  which  the 
fODfirmation  of  Congress  is  now  sought,  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and 
h  enclosures,  to  the  honorable  John  Norvell,  one  of  the  committee  of  which 

Care  chairman.  With  regard  to  the  case  of  Linus  Thompson,  this  of-^ 
b  not  aware  of  any  other  objection  to  the  claim  than  its  location  upoa 
kpl  not  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  act  of  19th  of  June,  1834 ;  but  with 
l^pid  to  the  other  two,  in  addition  to  the  same  objection,  allt^tions  of 
tttd  have  been  recently  made,  which  would  induce  this  office,  were 
tee  claims  before  it  for  its  action,  to  suspend  them  until  these  allegations^ 
tf  vhish  proof  is  proflered,  should  be  entirely  removed  by  satisfactory  evi^ 


I  soil  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Cwkmissimer. 
Hob.  L.  F.  Linn, 

Chairman  Committee  Private  Land  Claims^  Senate  U.  S. 

P.  8.  The  papers  are  herewith  returned. 
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General  Land  Office, 

February  12,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday ;  and  in  reply  to  the  inquiry,  "  upon  what  grounds  the  General  LAnd- 
Office  decided  that  lands  acquired  hy  the  United  States  at  the  treaty  at  Chi* 
cago,  concluded  on  the  27th  of  September,  1833,  but  not  ratified  until  the 
21st  of  February,  1835,  were  not  subject  to  the  operations  of  the  act  of  19th 
of  June,  1834?"  I  herewith  enclose  the  opinions  of  the  Solicitor  of  this  Qt* 
fice,  dated,  respectively,  February  11, 1837 ;  February  21, 1837 ;  and  March 
23,  1837  ;  in  which  all  the  points  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  treaty  are- 
fullv  set  forth.  No  cases  similarly  situated  with  those  of  LaventurCi 
Cbiids,  and  Thompson,  are  known  or  believed  to  have  been  confirmed  by 
this  office.  I  have  also  to  state  that  the  *'  representations  of  fraud"  were 
unaccompanied  by  any  evidmce  to  support  them  ;  and  that  no  evidence  was 
required  by  this  office,  inasmuch  as  it  had  made  a  final  disposition  of  the 
location  now  sought  to  be  rendered  valid  by  the  confirmation  of  ConereH; 
and  the  mention  of  such  representations  in  my  former  letter  was  only'mads* 
to  put  the  committee  in  possession  of  all  the  objections  known  to  this  office; 
those  representations  being  from  such  a  source,  and  of  such  a  nature,  as  lo- 
call  tor  the  action  of  this  office,  as  indicated  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  D^ 
cember  last,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  you. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Ommissimer. 

Hon.  John  Norvell, 

Committee  Private  Land  Claims,  Senate  U,  S. 

P.  S.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Byron  Kilbourn,  dated  8tk 
November  last,  being  the  one  containing  the  representations  above  alluded^ 
to. 


General  Land  Office, 
Solicitor's  Bureau,  February  11, 1837. 
Sir  :  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  supplemental  article  of  the  Chicago  tnatr 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  is  part  and  pueK 
of  the  treaty.    It  was,  at  the  treaty,  agreed  by  the  commissioners  on  dii 
part  of  the  United  States  that  the  Pottawatomie  grant  to  the  GodfroyS- 
><  shall  be  considered  in  the  same  light  as  though  the  purport  of  the  iosttilr 
ment  had  been  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  treaty,^  except  that  its  rejectioi^ 
by  the  President  and  Senate  should  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  trmtf^ 
By  this  stipulation,  made  in  the  presence  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Indian  tribsi^ 
the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  complete  the  grant  by  issuing  a  pftti^ 
The  treaty  has  been  ratified,  and  this  supplemental  article  was  not  rejec^o^  . 
The  grant  to  the  Indian  donees  is  apart  of  the  consideration  of  the  oesrioft  ' 
to  the  United  States  of  the  Indian  title.     The  view  I  take  of  this  case  dosS  * 
not,  as  I  apprehend,  bring  me  in  conflict  Avith  the  laws  of  the  United  Staftf  ' 
regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.    Section  12  of ' 
that  act  provides  "  that  no  purchase,  grant,  lien,  or  other  conveyance  rf  ' 
land,  or  ot  any  title,  or  claim  thereto,  from  any  Indian^  or  nation  or  tribecf  8 
Indians,  within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  of  any  validity,  itt  ' 
law  or  equity,  unless  the  same  be  made  by  treaty  or  coavention  entered  "i 
into  pursuant  to  the  constitution." 
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We  have  the  authority  of  the  President  and  Senate  that  the  treaty  at 
<%icago  was  made  pursuant  to  the  constitution.  It  is  the  treaty  whkh,  ia 
my  estimation,  gives  validity  to  the  claim  of  the  Godfroys.  The  prior 
Indian  grant  of  1830  should  hold  of  no  effect  under  the  law:  It  was  a 
dead  letter,  until  the  treaty  gave  it  life.  It  was  then  made  apart  of  that 
tieaty,  simply  to  save  writing  and  time.  They  might  have  adopted 'any 
fiece  of  writing  containing  the  mutual  understanding  of  the  parties,  for  the 
-Bame  purpose,  no  matter  when  made,  or  by  whom. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

M.  BIRCHARD, 
General  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner.  .  ' 


Gikaffo  TYeaty  of  27th  Sept.  1833.— Caw  of  pre-emption  to  the  Noita' 
va-te^ife  reserve  in  Michigan,  O.  P,  Lacey^  agent ;  and  of  Powell^ 
Orignon,  Nevill,  Gleason,  and  L,  and  J.  Fawar,  at  Root  river,  Wis- 
cvisin. 

General  Land  Office, 
Solicitor's  Bureau,  February  21,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  these  cases',  referred  to  me  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  day  when  the 

treaty  took  eflfect,  and  also  when  these  lands  became  subject  to  pre-emptions, 

mder  act  of  June,  1834, 1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  treaty  took  effea 

im  the  twenty-first  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five, 

the  day  it  was  ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

7%e general  rule  is.  that  treaties  are  obligatory  upon  the  parties  from  the 

-dkteof  the  signatures ;  upon  third  parties,  from  the  date  of  the  ratification. 

This  rale  only  applies  where  the  contracting  powers  have  neglected  to  sti- 

polate  the  day  on  which  the  treaty  is  to  go  into  operation.    In  the  treaty  in 

•qoeBCioD,  the' ;>ar/i^^  stipulated  as  follows:  "  This  treaty,  after  the  same 

AJl  have  been  ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  united  StaieSf 

AM  he  binding  on  the  contracting  parties^'* 

Tbe  Senate,  on  their  part,  ratified  by  two  resolutions :  one  dated  22d 
Ihy,  1834 ;  the  other  11th  February,  1835.  No  part  of  the  treaty  as  yet 
bacame  obligatory  upon  anybody.  Something  more  had  been  contracted, 
Id  wit :  ratification  by  the  President.  He  gave  tliat  by  proclamation  the 
-dijl  have  stated.  It  is  the  only  ratification  this  treaty  ever  received  from 
mm.  This  opinion  shows  that  no  pre  emption  to  these  lands  was  granted 
If  Ihe  act  of  19th  June,  1834.  There  could  have  been  no  possession  under 
An  act.  It  was  Indian  lands  in  1834.  of  which  no  white  man  could  be 
JMMQBsed,  or  could  be  a  <<  settler  or  occupant,"  agreeablv  to  the  act. 
Hie  pre-emptions  claimed  are  all  void,  and  must  oe  disallowed.  The 
nor  in  the  arguments  of  counsel  arises  from  the  assumption  of  premises 
41iat  are  unsound.  They  should  not  have  overlooked  the  stipulation  of  the 
rtf,  and  reasoned  upon  the  subject  as  though  the  contract  of  the  parties 
i  not  given  a  day  from  which  only  the  treaty  was  to  bind  them.  Having 
t  this,  the  contract  cannot  be  construed  so  as  to  naake  it  cover  by  rela- 
*lSon  the  time  that  elapsed  between  its  date  and  ratification. 
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Where  the  rale  of  constraction  as  to  date  is  gi^ren  by  comrade  all  other 
rules  must  yield  to  it.  The  cases  cited  by  Mr.  Carroll,  (Fisher  vs.  HamdeOi- 
and  Hylton's  lessee  vs.  Brown,)  are  both  cases  arising  under  the  treaty  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  of  1782,  in  which  no  stipulation  was  made  as  to' 
the  day  when  the  treaty  was  to  become  obligatory.  They  are  not  inconsialttit 
with  the  rule  I  have  laid  down.  I  conceive  they  are  consistent  with,  andni 
support  of  it.  It  will  dispose  of  the  pre-emptions  in  Michigan,  and  two  of 
the  floats  laid  on  section  nine  at  Root  river,  to  wit :  the  floats  of  Lonir 
Yaux  and  Jacques  Yaux.    The  floats  being  void,  the  location  is  void  alioi 

The  cases  of  Powell,  Grignon,  Nevill,  and  Gleason,  arc  cases  of  floats  lo- 
cated, or  attempted  to  be  located,  on  section  nine,  at  the  mouth  of  Root  riveiv 
Wisconsin  Territory.  The  question  arises.  Were  the  lauds  "  public  landr 
subject  to  location  ?  What  was  understood  by  the  term  as  used  in  the  act  of 
1834  ?  Was  it  not  slich  lands  as  the  United  States  owned  ?  of  which  the 
freehold  and  right  of  occupancy  were  in  them?  As  to  the  soil  and  jurisdic* 
tion,  the  United  States  have  always  owned  them.  Their  title  has  been  per- 
fect, save  only  the  Indian  right  of  occupaticy.  This  they  contracted  for  at 
Chicago ;  and  the  contract  is,  that  their  right  shall  be  absolute  (three  years 
after  the  date  of  the  treaty,)  or  sooner  if  convenient  for  the  Indians  to  remove 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  See  last  clause  of  second  article^  stipulating  that  the 
Indians  shall  retain  possession  vorth  of  Illinois,  without  molestation  or  in- 
terruption, and  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This 
protection^  among  other  things,  is  a  prohibition  to  intrusions  by  white  per* 
sons  on  lands  which  they  have  the  right  to  possess — the  protection  of  their 
possessory  right  of  the  only  title  which  they  ever  owned,  as  is  said  by  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  Indian  title  is  not  then  extinguished,  and  the  law  of 
1834  does  not  authorize  a  sale  of  these  lands.  Some  of  the  Indiana  yet 
remain  on  the  cession  ;  while  any  so  remain,  they  all  have  the  free  and  un- 
interrupted right  to  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  territory.  And  no  white 
man  can  say,  you  shall  keep  off  from  section  nine^  or  from  any  other  por- 
tion of  it.  ' 

The  able  counsel  urge  that  a  legal  title  may  pass  to  the  pre-emptors,  sub- 
ject to  this  reservation  to  the  Indians  :  that  if  the  Indians  do  not  complautt 
of  the  interference,  no  other  person  can  plead  it.  They  are  mistaken.  A 
patent  issued  without  authority  is  void.  If  the  Executive  should  patenf- 
the  entire  public  domain,  his  patent  would  l)e  worth  less  than  so  mucK. 
blank  parchment ;  the  title  would  still  be  in  the  United  States,  unless  tha- 
law  authorized  the  sale.  So  in  these  cases :  if  the  law  does  not  authorial' 
the  sale  until  the  Indian  right  is  extinguished,  patents  will  be  void  if » 
sued ;  and,  being  void,  other  persons  than  Lidians  will  plead  and  prmf^ 
the  Indian  right  of  occupancy,  to  show  that  it  is  void.  The  final  lonVt 
will  be,  that  the  parties  would  lose  their  title  and  improvements,  and  oiil|f 

i^ain  the  vexation  of  a  ruinous  and  expensive  lawsuit.    It  is  the  heal  thing' 
or  them,  however  thankless  the  task,  to  stop  the  proceedings  here. 

If  patents  have  issued  to  others,  in  like  cases,  (as  the  counsel  intimalej 
timely  notice  should  be  given  them,  so  that  the  endless  scenes  of  litigation 
that  will  otherwise  surely  come  may  be  avoided.  I  have  purposely  otniU 
ted  many  points  urged  by  counsel,  having:  no  time  to  spend  on  iinniiiMaiji 
work.  If  my  decision  shall  operate  prejudicially  to  the  applicants,  I  eai^ 
only  regret  it.  The  farther  one  'is  deluded  in  a  stray  path,  the  ffiealar  m 
his  misfortune.  But  arguments  upon  the  hardships  of  the  law  should  bfr 
addressed  to  Congress.    We  cannot  sell  lands  where  they  have  not  given  W- 
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tbe  power.    My  opinion  is  not  "iiove//'  that  word  is  more  applicable  to 
ihe  decision  made  by  the  officers  at  Green  Bay,  and  the  construction  put 
upoQ  the  law  and  treaty  by  counsel.     The  Attorney  General  decided  that 
tbe  pre-emption  act  did  not  authorize  the  sale  of  the  lands  while  the  In- 
dians retained  the  right  to  remain  upon  it.    The  fact  that  the  Government 
stipalated  in  this  treaty  for  the  right  to  survey  and  sell  that  part  of  the  ter- 
huwy  lying  in  Michigan,  before  the  final  removal  of  the  Indians,  should 
have  been  a  sufficient  notice  to  every  person  that,  without  such  contract,, 
CSoTeroment  did  not  claim  the  right  to  sell  the  lands  while  the  possessory 
right  vas  with  the  Indians. 
1  im,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  BIRCHARD,  SdicUor. 
ToJiMES  WiixTcoMB,  Esq., 

commissioner. 


House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  January  28,  1840. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement,  in  reply  to  your 
HKjuiries  relative  to  the  claims  of  Francis  Laventure,  Ebenezer  Childs,  and 
Unos  Thompson : 

Two  of  these  persons  (Laventure  and  Childs)  lived  at  Green  Bay  more 
dttn  twenty  years  ago,  and  Thompson  has  resided  there  for  the  last  sixteen 
rain.  The  '<  Green  Bay  settlement "  extends  from  a  point  nine  miles  be- 
ttwihe  head  of  the  bay,  up  the  bay  and  the  river  Neenah,  to  the  Grand 
Kaokaalah,  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles.  A  person  residing  anywhere 
JD  the  iettlement  is  said  to  reside  at  Green  Bay. 

The  Indian  title  to  the  lands  within  this  settlement  was  considered  as- 
having  been  acquired  by  the  French  and  Endish  Governments,  and  trans- 
ferred by  the  latter  to  the  United  States.  This  was  tlie  basis  of  our  civil 
jurisdiction  in  that  country,  and  o(  the  title  of  individuals  to  land,  pre- 
rioos  to  the  year  1835.  Upon  this  point.  I  beg  of  you  to  accept,  as  a  part 
of  Ibis  communication,  the  accompanying  paper,  containing  extracts  of  the 
imiieB,  reports,  decisions,  and  laws,  relative  to  title  to  land  in  Wisconsin. 

Hie  fact  of  possession  long  and  uninterrupted  has  been  considered  evi- 
dsMs  of  the  assent  of  the  Indians  to  the  occupancy  of  the  iifdividual, 
vUeh  gave  the  right  of  jurisdiction  to  the  local  government,  and  of  pro* 
leeiion  to  tbe  individual.  It  is  well  known  that  the  mouth  of  the  Milwau- 
ks  liver  was  an  ancient  trading  station,  where  the  Menomonies,  Winneba- 
XM|  PoUawatomies,  Chippewas,  and  Oitawas,  were  accustomed  to  meet 
thdrladers,  but  have  not,  for  many  years,  had  permanent  villages,  having 
somndered  the  possession  to  the  whites.  The  tract  thus  occupied  by  Ju- 
neui,  Jean  Yaux,  and  others,  since  my  residence  in  that  country,  extended 
19  ibe  Hilwaukie  about  two  miles,  and  up  the  Menomonie  (a  branch  which 

Wm  with  the  Milwaukie  near  the  lake)  about  four  miles.    The  circum^ 

laon  being  simiiar,  I  think  it  is  fair  to  presume  the  title  was  extinguished. 
koe,  as  it  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Government,  at  Detroit,  and  other  placee 
ii  Ihe  northwest. 

The  general  term  used  in  the  cession  of  the  Pottawatomies,  of  <<all  their 
biii  aCog  tbe  western  shore  of  Lake  Michi);an,"  ou^ht  not  to  be  under- 
tad  aa  aaiening  the  right  of  ownership  by  them  of  £e  tracts  then  oocu* 
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pied  by  traders  or  farmers,  or  which  were  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient 
settlements.  At  the  lime  frnciions  1,  2,  and  3,  were  selected,  no  question  of 
title  was  raised,  because  there  was  no  doubt  that  these  tracts  were  withiA 
the  Milwaukie  settlement ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
caused  them  to  be  surveyed,  and,  by  proclamation,  offered  them  for  sale, 
prior  to  the  ratification  of  the  Chicago  treaty.  I  am  confident  that  no  per- 
.son  in  that  country,  at  that  time,  imagined  that  the  right  of  these  parties 
was  affected,  either  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  Pottawatomie  treaty. 
Previous  to  the  location  of  these  floats,  others  had  been  laid  on  lots  in  tfie 
adjoininor  section,  on  the  samo  side  of  the  river,  and  as  much  within  the 
Pottawatomie  cession  as  these  tracts;  and  patents  were  immediately  issued. 
The  land  has  been  patented  on  every  side  of  these  tracts,  and  yet  the  com- 
missioner made  a  question  whether  these  lots  were  ceded  by  the  treaty. 
They  are  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Milwaukie  river,  near  its  moutli, 
in  the  Green  Bay  land  district,  and  are  in  the  township  and  section  which 
were  offered  for  sale  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  and  had  never 
been  reserved  from  sale  for  any  purpose  whatever.  And  even  if  the  Indian 
title  was  not  entirely  extinguished,  (as  it  was,)  the  title  sought  by  the  claim- 
ants did  not  militate  against  theirs,  us  the  privilege  of  hunting  and  fishing 
(which  is  the  whole  of  the  Indian  title)  did  not  affect  the  fee.  But  if  the 
title  of  the  United  States  was  not  perfect  at  the  time  the  President  said  it 
was,  and  the  sale  was  made,  it  is  so  7iow  :  and  a  good  title  can  be  made. 
The  Government,  in  any  case,  conveys  only  such  title  as  it  holds ;  but,  in 
this  instance,  the  only  question  now  is,  whether  Government  had  the  title 
when  the  patents  were  demanded  ;  and  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Tbe 
privilege  which  the  parties  acquired  upon  their  joint  pre-emption,  was  the 
preference  in  the  purchase  of  land  elsewhere  within  the  district  which  wae 
then  in  market.  This  right  they  obtained,  and  they  made  the  purchase  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  pre  emption  laws  and  the  instructions  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department ;  they  paid  their  money,  and  took  the  receiver's  recdpli 
therefor,  according  to  law,  which  they  still  hold. 

From  the  date  of  the  sale  to  the  present  time,  the  original  purchasen,  or 
those  holding  under  them,  have  had  the  actual  possession  of  these  tracts,  ft 
appears  that  the  commissioner  has  refused  to  issue  the  patents,  for  the  rea- 
oon  that  the  title  of  Government  was  not  perfect  on  the  day  of  the  passage 
of  the  pre-emption  act,  (the  19th  of  June,  1834.) 

It  is  admitted  that  the  title  was  perfect  at  the  time  the  pre-emptioa  was 
proved  and  the  floating  rights  located. 

It  is  also  admitted  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  was  perfect  to  the 
land  which  was  occupied  by  the  pre^mptors,  having  been  ceded  by  Vtm 
Menomonies  long  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  19th  of  June,  18S4. 

The  question  then  is  raised.  Were  these  tracts  a  part  of  the  Indian  OOUD- 
try  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished  at  the  period  wbea 
the  rights  of  these  parties  accrued  to  them  ? 

The  pre-emption  act  gave  the  right  of  preference,  where  two  persons  wew 
settled  on  the  same  quarter  section,  to  each  of  them  to  purchase  eiriil^ 
acres  elsewhere  within  the  district.  The  word  elseiohtre  is  presanoM  v 
mean  wherever  else  the  United  States  were  the  owners  of  unoccupied  lioft 
within  the  district,  which  was  not  reserved  from  sale  by  act  of  CoogreSLS^ 
by  order  of  the  President,  or  which  had  not  been  appropriated  for  any  edisr 
purpose.  The  right  of  the  pre-emptor  to  the  floatin?  eighty  acres  ariMt 
mid  accrues  to  him,  from  the  time  tne  decision  is  ma&  by  the  land  (  ^ 
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that  he  is  a  joint  occupant  of  a  tract  with  another  person.  He  may  ihen^  and 
not  before,  make  his  apphcalion  for  the  purchase  of  any  vacant  tract  in  that 
district,  of  which  the  land  officers  have  the  plats  of  survey,  and  which  have 
been  proclaimed  for  sale  by  the  President ;  and  the  period  when  the  United 
States  obtained  the  title  to  the  various  portions  of  the  district  is  not  a  ques- 
tion to  be  raised.     Neither  is  that  of  the  ])eriod  of  the  inception  of  iiis  right 
to  the  tract  he  actually  Uved  upon  ;  for  the  float  is  a  right  issuing  out  of  a 
right.    It  is  the  fact  of  the  double  possession  of  a  tract  which  is  subject  to 
entry  by  preemption,  which  gives  the  right  of  preference  to  both  to  buy 
eighty  acres  elsewhere  in  the  same  land  district,  at  the  minimum  price.  No 
prerioos  occupation  or  cultivation  of  the  tracts  preferred  by  them  is  re- 
qmred ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  immaterial  whether  the  possession  of  them  was, 
or  was  not,  forbidden  by  law.    In  thi^  instance  it  was  not  forbidden.    The 
United  States  had  the  title  when  the  sale  was  made ;  and  the  land  officers 
and  the  people  were  so  informed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  by 
which  the  whole  of  this  township  was  offered  for  sale  at  the  date  of  the  cer- 
tificates of  these  parties. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  this  view  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
cificotive  officers  of  Government  is  correct,  as  every  tract  of  land  in  the 
cuna  township  with  these  fractions  was  sold  at  the  same  time  these  rights 
were  granted  and  located,  and  patents  duly  issued  to  the  purchasers  accord- 
ing to  law.  This  could  not  have  been  the  case  with  all  of  them,  if  the  Gov-^ 
emment  had  no  title  ;  and  several  of  those  lots  were  taken  upon  floating 
rights,  in  the  same  manner  as  fractions  1,  2,  and  3,  were  taken  by  Laven- 
tue,  Ohilds,  and  Thompson. 

The  south  bonndary  of  the  cession  made  by  the  Menomonies  to  the 
Umled  States  is  described  in  their  treaty  of  the  8th  of  February,  1831,  to- 
be  a  line  "  beginning  at  the  south  end  of  Winnebago  lake,  and  running  ia 
a  eoatheast  direction  to  Milwaukie  or  Manawnuky  river  ;  thence  down  said 
river  to  its  mouth  ;  thence  north,  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,"  &c. 

The  Pottawatomies,  by  this  treaty,  which  was  concluded  with  the  United 
Stiles  on  the  26th  day  of  September,  1833,  ceded  "all  their  land  along  the 
iBStero  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  country 
lately  ceded  by  the  Menomonies,  and  on  the  south  by  the  country  ceded  at 
Ae  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  made  on  the  29th  July,  1829.'' 

In  the  second  article  is  the  following  clause :  "  It  beins  understood  that 
Aesud  Indians  are  to  remove  from  all  that  part  of  the  land  now  ceded, 
tfaich  is  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  immediately  on  the  ratification  of  this 
tieaqr ;  but  to  be  permitted  to  retain  possession  of  the  country  north  of  the 
bouiaary  line  of  the  said  State,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  withaiU  mtdesia- 
'    te  §r  inierrypiiofij  and  under  the  proieciiofi  of  the  laws  of  the  United 

I  It  appears  that  the  Senate  did  "  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification"  of 
this  treaty,  as  expressed  by  their  resolution  of  the  22d  of  May,  1834,  with 
main  "  amendments  and  provisions ;"  which  amendments  and  provisions 
were  afterwards  assented  to  by  the  Indians,  and  the  treaty  was  proclaimed 
hr  the  President  as  fully  ratified  in  all  its  parts  on  the  2lst  of  February, 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  either  from  the  conclusion  or  rat- 
iieatioo  of  this  treaty,  Government  entered  into  the  possession  of  tlie  tract 
aerth  of  the  State  line  of  Illinois,  (witli  the  assent  of  the  Indians,  it  is  pre- 
•omed,)  and  caused  it  to  be  surveyed,  so  that  it  was  prepared  for  sale ;  and 
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all  of  that  part  of  township  7  which  lies  west  of  Milwaukie  river,  and  within 
the  limits  of  the  cession  made  by  this  treaty,  was  actually  sold,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  in  the  month  of  August,  1835.  Patents  have  been  is- 
sued to  every  purchaser,  it  is  believed,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  peti- 
tioners ;  a  rejection  of  whose  claims,  for  the  reason  that  the  Indians  were  in 
possession,  or  the  treaty  not  ratified,  would  invalidate  the  titles  of  the  other 
purchasers. 

An  act  was  passed  by  Congress,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1836,  entitled  "An 
act  to  confirm  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  certain  cases,''  which  provides: 
<*  That,  in  all  cases  where  any  entry  has  been  made  under  the  pre-emption 
laws,  pursuant  to  instructions  sent  to  the  register  and  receiver  from  th» 
Treasury  Department,  and  the  proceedings  have  l>een  in  all  other  respects 
fair  and  regular,  such  entries  are  hereby  conQruied,  and  patents  shall  be  is- 
sued thereon,  as  in  other  cases."  Your  committee  do  not  perceive  why 
the  cases  of  Lavenlure,  Childs,  and  Thompson,  were  not  embraced  within 
this  provision. 

But,  it  appearing  from  the  memorials  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  represen- 
tations of  the  petitioners,  that  the  proceedings  of  those  pre-emptors  wens 
fair  and  regular,  the  only  question;  it  seems  to  me,  wiiicli  is  presented,  is:  Has 
the  Government  the  title  to  the  lands  now?  If  it  has,  (and  of  this  there  tt 
no  doubt,  for  it  has  never  olfered  them  ior  sale  since  the  entry,)  justice  to 
them,  and  to  those  who  have  received  patents  in  the  same  township,  woaU 
entitle  them  to  their  patents. 

In  Wisconsin,  the  receipts  of  the  receivers  have  been  considered  evidence 
of  title ;  and  these  pre-emptors  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  every  other  per- 
'Son  did  who  purchased  land  of  Government.  Their  title  was  considered  os 
good  as  their  neighbor's ;  tmd  was  as  good,  until  a  question  arose  upon  the 
floats  which  were  located  at  the  mouth  of  Root  river  on  land  which  had 
never  been  proclaimed  for  sale. 

These  fractions  were  not  considered  of  any  great  value  at  the  time  they 
^ere  purchased  ;  and  they  were  sold  at  moderate  prices.  It  was  supposed 
they  would  become  valuable,  if  Milwaukie  should  prove  to  be  (as  it  has) 
one  of  the  best  points  for  trade  on  the  western  shore  of  the  lake.  At  thnC 
period  there  were  not  more  than  twenty  houses  in  the  town  of  Milwaukie, 
and  very  few  settlers  in  its  vicinity. 

-  There  have  been  espended  in  improvements  on  these  fractions  largs 
sums  of  money — I  should  think  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I 
tic  not, think  tnat  the  persons  who  reside  on  them  now,  and  who  object  to 
the  confirmation,  made  the  improvements,  but  have  come  into  the  posses* 
sion  of  them  by  purchase  from  those  who  did.  As  they  have  fail^  to  pay 
the  consideration,  it  is  now  a  matter  of  interest  to  them  to  defeat  the  title  of 
their  landlords,  and  avoid  their  contracts.  This  will  leave  them  in  the  pot- 
session  of  those  lots  which  have  been  rendered  valuable  by  the  improve^ 
ments  made  by  others;  and  I  perceive  that,  with  their  remonstrance,  Aff 
-ask  of  Congress  to  grant  the  right  of  pre-erffption  to  themselves.  It  is 
manifest  that  thev  are  actuated  in  their  opposition  by  no  other  motive  thaa 
€0  benefit  themselves.  Right,  justice,  equity,  the  honor,  integrity,  or  inter- 
est of  the  Government,  are  not  the  objects  which  they  propose ;  they  sedc 
their  own  aggrandizement  alone.  Some  eight  or  ten  individuals  ask  or  Con- 
gress to  ruin  more  than  a  hundred  persons  who  have  in  good  faith  bought 
and  sold  this  property,  and  by  the  same  decision  invalidate  every  title  in  tbm 
same  township  west  of  the  Milwaukie  river.    They  state,  "it  would  ruia 
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he  actnal  settlers  now  on  the  land,  who  are  last  purchasers  at  great 
These  titles,  it  appears,  have  passed  through  many  hands,  all  of 
midered  them  as  good  as  any  other  titles  in  that  country ;  and  it 
id  probably  would,  occasion  greater  injury  to  more  individuals,  ta 
lie  original  sales  (if  Congress  had  the  power  to  do  so,  which  it  has 
.  to  confirm  them.  They  would  have  Congress  do  injustice  'to 
I  cf  persons  equally  noeritorious  with  themselves,  to  enable  eight 
HODS  to  evade  the  fulfilment  of  their  contracts,  fairly  made,  and 
m  they  deemed  a  sufficient  consideration.  And  they  acknowl- 
f  are  to  this  moment  in  the  full  possession  of  the  land  and  im- 
Bli  which  they  received,  and  which  may  have  cost  those  of  whom 
diaaed  many  thousands  of  dollars  more  than  has  now  been  actual- 
I  tfiem  by  the  "  last  purchasers." 

mtion  of  right  or  of  justice  appears  to  be  presented  by  them,  to 
kiogress  to  take  this  property  from  its  present  bona  fide  purchasers. 
H  paicbasers  "  ought  to  be  satisfied  if  they  have  as  fi:ooa  a  title  as- 
nined  for.  Their  petition  for  a  pre-emption  to  memseives  Uxy 
Dows  the  motives  by  which  they  have  been  actuated  in  their  oppo* 
Ibesftle  made  by  the  land  officers. 
I  the  fiusts  and  reasoning  presented  by  such  meb,  for  such  ajpur- 

fwdl  be  regarded  with  suspicion  ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  Con- 
gimt  the  prayer  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  and  pass  ai^ 
iJBt  these  titles. 
ODi  nr,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  DOTY. 
liHN  NORVBLL,  SendtoT, 

Committee  on  (he  Public  Lands. 
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IN  SKNATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  26,  1840. 

Sabmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  foUowiog 
REPORT: 

mmiiiee  an  Private  Land  Claims^  to  whom  was  rtfttrtd  the  *^  peO- 
f  Wittiatn  Barclay^  to  locate  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  right  of 
siktTy  George  Barday,^  have  had  the  same  under  consider€Uion, 
Ofort: 

ic  appears  from  the  papers  accompanying  the  petition,  that  George 
was  one  of  the  company  ''  raised  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
itate  of  Georgia,  in  February,  1784,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
r,  qnality,  d^.,  of  that  portion  of  her  western  territory  lying  in  the 
rid  of  Tennessee  river ;"  and  it  is  slated,  that  a  warrant  of  one 
d  acres  was  granted  by  the  commissioners  to  the  said  George  Bar- 
n  proof  of  this,  there  is  sabmitted  the  affidavit  of  David  sSirclayi 
laper  dated  December  2,  1786,  from  John  Donelson,  jr.,  acknowl- 
ihe  receipt  of  George  Barclay  for  a  warrant  for  one  thousand  acreS| 
lorveyed  ;"  that  the  affidavit  states  that  said  warrant  was  put  in  the 
f  the  surveyor,  to  survey  for  said  Barclay ;  and  that  the  deponenti 
luclay,  believes  William  Barclay,  the  son  of  Geor^  Barclay,  to  be 
ler  representative  of  said  George  Barclay.  The  petitioner  (William 
)  also  files  his  own  affidavit  setting  forth  certain  particulars  relative 
ipointment  ot  the  aforesaid  George  Barclay ;  states  that  the  said 
s  the  same  that  the  said  Barclay  held  as  evidence  of  his  claim  to 
thousand  acres  of  land  abovementioned.  And  the  affidavit  of  the 
!r  sets  forth,  <<  that  he  is  the  1^1  representative  of  George  Barclay, 
:  he  obtained  this  claim  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  from  the  said 
Barclay,  by  agreement,  and  that  he  is  the  proper  owner  of  the  said 
but  the  papers  are  unaccompanied  by  the  ^  agreement." 
e  subject  of  claims  by  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  State  of 
for  the  purpose  before  adverted  to,  the  committee  would  call  your 
I  to  a  resolution  of  Georgia,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Lboislaturs  of  Georgia, 

JFV&rtiary  20, 1804. 

[knise  proceeded  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
ned  tm  petition  of  Mr.  Blount  and  other  citizens  of  North  Gaio- 
hkh,  after  some  amendments,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mr.  Blount,  in  behalf 
df  and  other  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  respecting  the  expediency 
ifv^priatcn» 
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of  laying  out  a  new  county,  to  include  all  that  tract  of  land  lyin?  on  the 
Tennessee  river,  which  shall  be  included  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  south 
bank  of  said  river  where  the  northwest  boundary  of  this  State  crosses,  and 
running  west  till  it  crosses  the  said  river  Tennessee  again,  to  the  south 
bank  thereof;  thence  up  the  said  south  bank  of  the  said  river  to  the  place 
of  beginniu]^  :  after  having  received  all  the  information  they  could  obtain 
on  that  subject,  are  of  opmion  it  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
future  contests,  to  take  measures  necessary  to  ascertain  the  quantity,  quaii- 
ty,  and  circumstance  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  and  report  the  same  with  these 
proceedings,  to  the  legislature  for  their  consideration,  and  to  make  them 
such  compensation  as  may  be  deemed  adequate  and  satisfactory  I'Providedj 
notwithstanding,  That  the  said  board  shall  have  power,  and  they  are  here- 
by authorized,  if  they,  or  a  majority  of  them  may  think  it  necessary,  in 
such  manner  as  to  them  seems  most  expedient,  to  proceed  to  grant  war- 
rants of  survey ;  which  shall,  when  executed,  be  transmitted,  with  the 
plats,  to  the  surveyor-general's  office,  in  order  that  the  same  may  pan  to 
a  grant  as  the  law  directs  :  Provided^  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
bold  or  obtain  a  grant  for  more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  land  ;  and  th^ 
he  or  they  so  obtaining  a  warrant  shall,  at  the  same  time,  give  bond  and 
security  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  State,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  one- 
eigbib  of  a  ctoUar  per  acre ;  which  sum  shall  be  paid  before  hOiShe^  or  they, 
flhall  obtain  a  grant. 

On  the  following  day,  the  legislature  appointed  seven  commisaionen  ftr 
tbe  object  contemplated  by  the  above  reaolutiona,  to  wit :  Lachlin  Mcln- 
tosb,  jr.,  Wip.  Downes,  Stephen  Heard,  John  Morell,  John  Donelsoni  Joseph 
MartiD,  and  John  Sevier,  Esquires.  On  the  22d  December,  1786,  a  mi- 
jority  of  these  commissioners  made  a  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
k^slatuie,  by  which,  among  other  things,  it  appears  that  they  had  made 
divers  appointments,  and  sold  considerable  land,  and  had  granted  indnlgence 
for  the  payments,  having  taken  bonds  to  a  lar^e  amount,  &a:.  ;  it  furtber 
appears  that  said  commissioners,  in  the  rxecution  of  the  duties  assigned 
tmm,  expended  large  sums  of  monev.  Upon  this  return  being  so  made, 
the  l^fislature  of  Georgia,  on  tlie  14th  of  August,  1786,  passed  the  foUov- 
iflgreMlutions: 

Resolved^  That  each  of  the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  Tenneaeee 
business,  who  have  actually  attended  to  their  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  fife 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  district,  as  a  gratuity  and  full  compeneatioa 
for  their  trouble  therein,  and  shall,  and  may,  have  a  warrant  of  survey  for 
the  same  to  them  respectively ;  that  John  Call  shall,  alse^  he  eotitM  to 
three  thonsaud  acres  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble,  and  nay  bsTS  a 
warrant  of  survey  for  the  same. 

And  it  i$  further  resolved^  That  the  district  surveyor  shall  not  proceed 
to  make,  or  sufier  to  be  made,  any  surveys  in  the  bend  oi  the  Tenneeee^ 
until  the  ibmher  order  of  the  legislature. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  resolution,  that  the  legislatnre;  did  nol 
mtend  to  make  provision  for  those  persons  who  were  appointed  by  the  coD' 
missioners  as  a  company  to  accompany  or  assist  them  in  the  discharge  ef 
their  duties  by  any  grant  of  land  whatsoever ;  and  the  comroitteB  cannot 
£nd,  that,  by  any  subsequent  act  or  resoliHion,  any  provision  was  ever 
made  for  the  relief  of  those  persons  who  composed  the  comiMiny  of  wbiflh 
die  petifener's  tether  is  represented  to  have  been  one. 
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Thb  will  be  fbrther  seen  from  the  afBdavit  of  Zachariah  Cox,  given  in 
the  case  of  the  heirs  of  John  Donelson,  in  which  he  states  he  was  one  of 
the  eompany  raised  by  the  commissioners  and  received  a  warrant  for  one 
thousand  acres,  that  he  gave  bond  and  security,  in  accordance  with  the 
leaoiotion  of  Georgia,  of  the  20th  of  February,  1784.  This  clearly  shows 
thai  the  warrant  was  not  given  as  compensation  for  services. 

Cooferess,  by  an  act  of  May  20,  1824,  entitled  *<  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
]ohn  Donelson  and  others,"  made  provision  for  the  relief  of  the  commis- 
»oiien,by  allowing  them,  severally,  to  enter,  in  any  of  the  land  offices  in 
either  at  the  States  of  Mississippi  or  Alabama,  five  thousand  acres  of  land, 
thereby  carrying  out  the  ar  tides  of  agreement  and  cession  of  the  24th 
April,  1802. 

The  resolution  of  Georgia  of  the  20th  of  February,  1784,  contains  a 
noiirion  that  land  warrants  may  issue,  on  bond  and  security  being  given 
ibr  llie  pajrment  of  one  eighth  of  a  dollar  per  acre. 

Tliii  claim  of  Barclay  does  not  rest  on  a  warrant  now  presented,  but  on 
I  receipt,  signed  by  J.  Donelson,  surveyor  of  Houston  county,  for  a  war- 
noit;  whether  that  was  surveyed,  or  the  conditions  complied  with,  which 
vm  iuipoeed  by  Georgia,  does  not  appear  from  the  papers  referred  to  your 


^  lliere  eeeme  to  be  a  stream  of  legislative  testimony  against  Congress 
irewiuring  to  grant  relief  in  such  case  or  cases.    Therefore,  the  committee 
NMBmetid  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
Rtmhedj  That  the  prayer  of  the.  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


in 


[SENATE.]  imsj 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  25, 1840. 

Submilted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following 
REPORT : 

le  Qmmiitee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  pa- 
pert  0/  Joseph  WcMacCy  claiming  a  tract  of  land  in  the  now  State  of 
MissouAy  presentjfor  the  consideration  of  the  Senate^  the  following  re- 
tort: 

This  claim,  it  seems,  was  reported  unfavorably  upon  by  the  first  board 
commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  the  titles  to  lands  in  Upper  Lou- 
loa,  derived  from  France,  Spain,  or  the  United  States.  The  reasons  for 
e  rqection  are  not  given.  It  was  again  rejected  by  Mr.  Bates,  Recorder 
land  titles,  who  h^  power  given  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  revise  the  de- 
ions  of  the  old  board.  No  additional  evidence  was  then  adduced,  nor 
•  it  presented  for  the  action  of  the  late  board  of  commissioners.  No 
w  (estimooy  is  now  presented  in  support  of  the  claim,  or  any  evidence 
continued  possession  and  use.  The  committee,  in  view  of  the  whole 
ie,  and  its  bearing  upon  other  claims  of  a  similar  nature,  recommend  the 
optioD  of  the  following  resolution  : 
aesohed.  That  the  prayer  of  the  claimants  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


limof  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Wallace  for  the  confirmation  of  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land. 

General  Land  Office,  February  8, 1840. 
Phe  papers  presented  are,  1st.  A  certified  transcript  exhibitinfi[  a  plat  ol 
larpens,  French  measure,  which  tract  it  appears  was  survey^  <<at  the 
aestof  loseph  Wallace."  The  tract,  which  it  seems  was  surveyed  in 
6,  is  represented  as  <<  situate  in  the  district  of  St.  Charles,  nearly  oppo- 
the  Sbabonere,  about  7  miles  north  of  St.  Charles."  The  said  tran- 
pc  contains  the  opision  of  the  old  board,  given  10th  December,  181 1,  that 
daim  *<  ought  not  to  be  granted." — (Dufi*  Green's  Amer.  State  Papers, 
2,  page  641).  2d.  A  transcript  showing  the  opinion  of  the  Recorder  of 
1  titles  to  the  same  effect — (Duff  Green's  American  State  Papers,  vol.  3, 
^  319). 

Iia  traasciipt  was  accompanied  by  a  letter,  dated  20th  December  last, 
a  Mm  Alexander,  Esq.,  who,  it  appears,  transmitted  them,  pursuant  to 
fajreefoneofthe  J^irs. 
tStMmUtftia/tsn, 


I  do  not  find  that  this  daim  was  presented  to  the  board  of  commisnoiien 
who  acted  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  1832  and  1833,  on  the  subject  of  private 
claims  in  Missouri,  nor  that  any  action  subsequent  to  that  aboTementiooed, 
has  been  had  in  the  way  of  decision  as  to  the  validity  of  this  olaim. 

If  the  heirs  of  the  said  Wallace  can  produce  satisfactonr  proof  of  ccmtin- 
ued  occupancy  and  cultivation  for  any  reasonable  perioa  posterior  to  the 
last  rejection  of  this  claim,  either  by  the  original  claimant  or  his  heirs,  it 
would  certainly  entitle  their  case  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress 
in  the  way  of  recognising  their  claim. 

JAMES  WHITCOMB. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  25, 1840. 
Sobmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LiH  N  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

TTo  wocampukf  MXilS,  Na  937.] 

mdUee  on  Private  Land  CUnnUj  to  foh§m  was  referred  ike  peO^ 
'  Qeorge  dt  Passau,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  tract  of 
»  Ustt  of  one  of  lokieh  he  kae  ieen  deprived^  4*^-9  beg  leave  to 
At  following  report : 

ipera  in  this  case  were  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office  for  infor- 
ad  die  committee  insert  the  following  from  the  Commissioner  as 
their  report : 

I  of  Oearge  de  PassaUjprafing  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  tract  in 
lieu  4f  certain  land  of  which  he  has  been  deprived. 

he  memorial  it  appears  that  a  tract  was  pointed  out  by  the  Span- 
jror  to  de  Passau,  *<  situated  above  the  Manchac,  and  in  the  rear 
icessions  of  about  forty  acres  in  depth,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi 
possession  of  Josiah  Barker  and  John  Davenport"),  and  that  he 
1  an  order  of  survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  Grandpre  in 
It  that  '<  the  survey  of  the  said  tract  was  necessarily  postponed ;" 
the  volunteers  under  General  Thomas  he  aided  in  "  taking  the 
Ion  Rouge  ;^  that  he  presented  his  claim  to  the  commissioners  at 
la  court-house,  who  recommended  it  to  Congress  to  the  amount 
hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  but  that  <<  the  hopes  of  carrying  this 
t  was  frustrated  by  the  baseness,"  &c.,  of  a  clerk  of  the  land  office^ 
.  '^been  employ^  as  interpreter  by  the  Spanish  governor,  in 
[fig  all  the  documents  in  support  of  his  claim,  so  that  they  were 
v^d  to  Congress ;"  and  that,  "  before  this  came  to  the  knowledjg;e" 
emorialist,  and  <<  any  efficient  remedies  could  be  applied  (which, 
9  a  period,  resulted  in  an  order  of  survey  and  certificate  of  con- 
being  issued),  a  sufficient  delay  had  taken  place  to  allow  Josiah 
id  others  to  obtain  double  concessions  and  donations  secured  to 
ipeeial  acts  of  Congress,"  by  which  means  it  is  represented  that  de 
bai  been  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  the  most  valuable  part  of 
OD,"  &c. ;  and  he  petitions  to  be  allowed  "  to  locate  the  quantity 
ndbed  iumI  forty  acres  of  land." 
port  of  the  memorial  there  are  submitted — 
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1st.  The  statement  of  Gen.  Thomas  as  to  the  serrices  performed  by 
Captain  de  Passau  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  in  Baton  Rouge. 

2d.  A  letter  from  the  surveyor-general,  dated  10th  December,  1838,  con- 
taining— 

3d.  A  sketch  from  the  plat  of  township  eight,  range  one  east 

District  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  P.  river,  from 
which,  as  stated  in  the  surveyor  general's  certificate,  dated  December  11, 
.1838,  thereto  appended,  <*it  appears  that  the  confliction  between  the. claims 
of  Greorge  de  Passau,  and  those  of  Josiah  Barker,  and  John  Davenport, 
amounts  to  940  acres,  leaving  but  340  acres  in  the  present  location  of  said 
de  Passau." 

4th.  The  joint  affidavit  of  John  Kleirapeter,  senior,  and  Stephen  Rob- 
erts, is  submitted,  it  would  appear,  to  show  that  the  land  interfered  with 
''is  valuable  and  susceptible  of  cultivation." 

There  is  also  a  letter,  dated  28th  January,  1839,  from  de  Passau  to  Sen- 
ator Nicholas,  with  a  certificate  from  Gen.  Thomas  as  to  the  conduct  of 
Francis  Herault  (who  was  the  clerk  at  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  court- 
house) towards  de  Passau,  and  an  affidavit  from  David  Bradford  on  tlM 
same  subject. 

The  claim  of  George  de  Passau,  in  his  own  ri^ht,  for  1,280  acnu^ty 
virtue  of  <<  occupancy,"  and  an  "  order  of  survey,"  dated  '^  18th  Septenotav 
1806,"  from  Grandpre,  in  west  Baton  Rouge,  is  entered  as  No.  1,  in  register 
B,  of  the  supplementary  report,  dated  De^mber  5th,  1825,  of  the  repiller 
and  receiver  at  St.  Helena  court-house — {Duf  Greenes  American  SMk 
Papers,  vol.  4,  page  337) — and  is  confirmed  by  the  act  of  the  4th  Miff* 
1826.--(£and  Laws,  page  905,  No.  549). 

In  view  of  the  interference  shown  by  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor-M^ 
eral,  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist,  to  be  allowed  to  enter  640  acres  in  lien 
of  the  interference,  would  seem  to  be  reasonable. 

JAS.  WHITCOMR    ^ 

General  Land  Office,  , 

February  10,  1840.  ^ 

The  committee  have  examined  the  papers  presented  in  this  case,  i 
the  laws  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  < 
Land  Office,  and  find  that  the  different  references  to  the  different  laws  i 
correctly  quoted  by  the  Commissioner. 

The  committee  consider  this  claim  one  of  great  merit,  and  thtfefiir^ 
report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


■OBBW,  I  SENATE.  ]  £  336  ] 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  26, 1840. 
Sabmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

(To  iccompuiy  bOl^a  No.  937.] 

I  tm  Private  Land  Gainu,  to  wham  was  referred  the  petir 
f  Qearge  de  Passau,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  tract  of 
m  IwM  of  one  of  which  he  has  been  deprived^  ^c^  beg  leave  to 
ik§  feUowing  report: 

•peri  in  this  case  were  sent  to  the  <jreneral  Land  Office  for  infor* 
■■d  the  committee  insert  the  following  from  the  Commissioner  as 
r^hair  report: 

'flltf/T  George  de  Passau^  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  trad  in 
iiem  of  certain  land  of  which  he  has  been  deprived. 

the  noemorial  it  appears  that  a  tract  was  pointed  out  by  the  Span- 
Byor  to  de  Passau,  **  situated  above  the  Manchac,  and  in  the  rear 
»nces8ions  of  about  forty  acres  in  depth,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi 
possession  of  Josiah  Barker  and  John  Davenport"),  and  that  he 
id  an  order  of  survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  Grandpre  ia 
ot  that  "  the  survey  of  the  said  tract  was  necessarily  postponed ;" 
!i  the  volunteers  under  General  Thomas  he  aided  in  <<  taking  the 
alOQ  Rouge  f  that  he  presented  his  claim  to  the  commissioners  at 
soa  courthouse,  who  recommended  it  to  Congress  to  the  amount 
e  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  but  that  "the  hopes  of  carrying  this 
ct  was  frustrated  by  the  baseness,"  &c.,  of  a  clerk  of  the  land  office,i 
id  ^been  employed  as  interpreter  by  the  Spanish  governor,  ia 
dio^  all  the  documents  in  support  of  his  claim,  so  that  they  were 
irded  to  Congress  f  and  that,  «  before  this  came  to  the  knowledge" 
nemorialist,  and  "any  efficient  remedies  could  be  applied  (which, 
ite  a  period,  resulted  in  an  order  of  survey  and  certificate  of  con- 
D  being  issued),  a  sufficient  delay  had  taken  place  to  allow  Josiah 
lod  others  to  obtain  double  concessions  and  donations  secured  to 

C'al  acts  of  Congress,"  by  which  means  it  is  represented  that  de 
been  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  the  most  valuable  part  of 
Imi,''  A>c. ;  and  he  petitions  to  be  allowed  "  to  locate  the  quantity 
uodred  and  forty  acres  of  land." 
ppeit  of  the  memorial  there  are  submitted — 


U*.    l^tv  *:atettwnt  of  Gen.  Thomas  as  to  the  senrices  performed  by 
v,'a^^^auu  sW  l\issau  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  in  Baton  Rouge. 
iil  A  kwei  from  the  surveyor-general,  dated  10th  December,  1838,  con- 

SU.  A  sketch  from  the  plat  of  township  eight,  range  one  east. 

l>i$crict  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  P.  river,  from 
which,  as  stated  in  the  surveyor-generars  certificate,  dated  December  11, 
1S3S,  thereto  appended,  <'it  appears  that  the  confliction  between  the  claims 
of  George  de  Passau,  and  those  of  Josiah  Barker,  and  John  Davenport, 
amounts  to  940  acres,  leaving  but  340  acres  in  the  present  location  of  said 
de  Pftssau." 

4th.  The  joint  afifidavit  of  John  Kleirapeter,  senior,  and  Stephen  Rob- 
erts, is  submitted,  it  would  appear,  to  show  that  the  land  interfered  with 
<<is  valuable  and  susceptible  of  cultivation." 

There  is  also  a  letter,  dated  28th  January,  1839,  from  de  Passau  to  Sen- 
ator Nicholas,  with  a  certificate  from  Gven.  Thomas  as  to  the  conduct  of 
Francis  Herault  (who  was  the  clerk  at  the  land  ofiice  at  St.  Helena  court- 
house) towards  de  Passau,  and  an  affidavit  from  David  Bradford  on  tht 
same  subject. 

The  claim  of  George  de  Passau,  in  his  own  risht,  for  1,280  acrei^  bf  . 
virtue  of  "  occupancy,"  and  an  "  order  of  survey,"  dated  "  l^h  Septembir,  « 
1806,"  from  Grandpre,  in  west  Baton  Rouge,  is  entered  as  No.  1,  in  register 
B|  of  the  supplementary  report,  dated  December  5th,  1825^  of  the  r^isttr 
and  receiver  at  St.  Helena  court-house— (£>u^  Greenes  American  Aolr 
Papers^  vol.  4,  pa&:e  337) — and  is  confirmed  by  the  act  of  the  4th  Hafr 
1826.--(Land  Laws,  page  905,  No.  549). 

In  view  of  the  interference  shown  by  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor-gBH* 
eral,  the  prayer  of  the  memoriahst,  to  be  allowed  to  enter  640  acres  in liea 
of  the  interference,  would  seem  to  be  reasonable. 

JAS.  WHITCOMR 

General  Land  Office, 

February  10,  1840. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  papers  presented  in  this  ease,  and  "'. 

Ae  laws  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genenl 

Land  Office,  and  find  that  the  difibrent  references  to  die  difiereot  laws  u^  ^- 
correctly  quoted  by  the  Commissioner.  ^^ 

The  conmiittee  consider  this  claim  one  of  great  mcrit^  and  thaEefim  ^ 
report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


26ch  CoNORKM,  I  SENATR 1  r  S,M  1 

Ut  Session.  L  **v  j 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


■ 


February  25, 1840. 

SabmiUed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

TTo  accompany  bill^S.  No.  937.) 

Tin  Vammiiiee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  is  whom  was  referred  the  peit' 
(tan  of  Oeorge  de  Passau,  prayinff  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  trad  ef 
bmd  in  lieu  of  one  of  9phich  he  has  been  deprived,  4^,  beg  leave  to 
make  the  ftMawing  report : 

The  papers  in  this  case  were  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office  for  infor- 
Hdon,  and  the  committee  insert  the  following  from  the  Commissioner  af 
t  fvt  of  therr  report : 

Mumriai  of  Oeorge  de  Peissau,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  trad  in 
lien  of  certain  land  of  which  he  has  been  deprived. 

FVoBi  the  memorial  it  appears  that  a  tract  was  pointed  out  by  the  Span- 
Mi  surveyor  to  de  Passau,  "  situated  above  the  Manchac,  and  in  the  rear 
of  the  concessions  of  about  forty  acres  in  depth,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi 
(now  in  possession  of  Josiah  Barker  and  John  Davenport"),  and  that  he 
"obtained  an  order  of  survey  for  the  same  from  Governor  Grandpr^  in 
lfl06y^  but  that  <<  the  survey  of  the  said  tract  was  necessarily  postponed ;" 
Att  with  the  volunteers  under  General  Thomas  he  aided  in  "  taking  the 
i»t  of  Baton  Rouge  ;^'  that  he  presented  his  claim  to  the  commissioners  at 
Al  Helena  courthouse,  who  recommended  it  to  Congress  to  the  amount 
oT twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  but  that  <ahe  hopes  of  carrying  this 
into  eflkct  was  frustrated  by  the  baseness,"  d&c,  of  a  clerk  of  the  land  office, 
who  bad  ''been  employ^  as  interpreter  by  the  Spanish  governor,  in 
withholding  all  the  documents  in  support  of  his  claim,  so  that  they  were 
oocfiNTwarded  to  Congress ;"  and  that,  "  before  this  came  to  the  knowledj^fe^' 
of  the  memorialist,  and  '<  any  efficient  remedies  could  be  applied  (which| 
at  tcio  late  a  period,  resulted  in  an  order  of  survey  and  certificate  of  con- 
firmation being  issued),  a  sufficient  delay  had  taken  place  to  allow  Josiah 
Barker  and  others  to  obtain  double  concessions  and  donations  secured  to 
them  by  special  acts  of  Congress,"  by  which  means  it  is  represented  that  de 
Pteaii  "has  been  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  the  most  valuable  part  of 
his  location,"  <fcc. ;  and  he  petitions  to  be  allowed  "  to  locate  the  quantity 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land." 

Inaopport  of  the  memorial  there  are  submitted — 
ikirABtev] 


[  226  ]  2 

1st.  The  statement  of  Gen.  Thomas  as  to  the  senrices  performed  by 
Captain  de  Passau  in  the  capture  of  the  fort  in  Baton  Rouge. 

2d.  A  letter  from  the  surveyor-general,  dated  10th  December,  1838,  con- 
taining— 

3d.  A  sketch  from  the  plat  of  township  eight,  range  one  east 

District  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  P.  river,  from 
which,  as  stated  in  the  surveyor-general's  certificate,  dated  December  11, 
J  838,  thereto  appended,  <<it  appears  that  the  confliction  between  the  claims 
of  George  de  Passau,  and  those  of  Josiah  Barker,  and  John  Davenport, 
amounts  to  940  acres,  leaving  but  340  acres  in  the  [Nresent  location  of  said 
de  Passau." 

4th.  The  joint  affidavit  of  John  Kleirapeter,  senior,  and  Stephen  Rob- 
erts, is  submitted,  it  would  appear,  to  show  that  the  land  interfered  with 
<<is  valuable  and  susceptible  of  cultivation." 

There  is  also  a  letter,  dated  28th  January,  1839,  from  de  Plassau  to  Sen- 
ator Nicholas,  with  a  certificate  from  Gen.  Thomas  as  to  the  conduct  of 
Francis  Herault  (who  was  the  clerk  at  the  land  office  at  St.  Helena  court- 
house) towards  de  Passau,  and  an  affidavit  from  David  Bradford  on  th» 
•ame  subject. 

The  claim  of  George  de  Passau,  in  his  own  ri^t,  for  1,280  acieSi  bf 
virtue  of  '^occupancy,"  and  an  "order  of  survey,"  dated  ^  I8fth  Septeajtar 
1806,"  from  Grandpre,  in  west  Baton  Rouge,  is  entered  as  No.  1,  in  register 
B»  of  the  supplementary  report,  dated  De^mber  6th,  1825,  of  the  r^ifller 
and  receiver  at  St.  Helena  court>house — {Ehif  GreetCs  American  SMi 
Papers^  vol.  4,  page  337) — and  is  confirnied  by  the  act  of  the  4th  Mtyr 
1826.— (Land  Laws,  page  905,  No.  549). 

In  view  of  the  interference  shown  by  the  certificate  of  the  surreyor-Mb 
eral,  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist,  to  be  allowed  to  enter  640  acres  in  uen 
of  the  interference,  would  seem  to  be  reasonable. 

JAS.  WHITCOMR 

General  Land  Office, 

February  10,  1840. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  papers  presented  in  this  easBi  and 
the  laws  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  GeoMtl 
Land  Office,  and  find  that  the  difierent  references  to  the  difierent  laws  an 
correctly  quoted  by  the  Commissioner. 

The  committee  consider  this  claim  one  of  great  merit,  and  thmfcit 
report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


OommMBs,  [SENATE.  ]  £  92f  J 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  25, 1840. 

Submined,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following^ 
REPORT: 

TTo  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  238.] 

DommUtee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  FYaneis 
SMoii,  the  late  marshal  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscmsin^  report : 

At  it  appears  from  the  evidence  to  which  the  committee  have  had 
Bi  that  tne  claimont  actually  disbursed  to  sundry  witnesses,  on  bills 
and  allowed  by  the  court,  the  sum  of  $773  10.  In  the  setdement 
s  claimant's  account  at  the  department,  this  sum  was  disallowed  \xj 
Bcounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  accom- 
ing  oonmKinication,  marked  A.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinioa 
the  claimant  should  be  allowed  this  item  of  charge,  as  it  appears  that 
ttd  in  good  fisuth,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  court,  and  without 
knowledge  that  he  was  making  any  disbursements  of  money  (in  which. 
aaoBaIl|r  had  no  interest]),  which  disbursements  were  made  against 
etfablished  rule  of  practice  at  the  Treasury  Department  There  \9 
:  difficulty  in  the  other  part  of  the  claimant's  account ;  but  the  com- 
e  think  he  ought  to  be  allowed  for  tlie  necessary  expenses  incHired  by 
It  the  time,  in  procuring  specie  on  the  Government  drafts  to  defray 
udicial  expenses  of  the  Territory.  They,  therefore,  report  the  accom- 
log  bill 


Treasury  Department,  February  18, 1840. 
a:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  conununicatioa 
B  7th  instant,  respecting  the  claim  of  Mr.  Francis  Gehon,  late  mamha? 
Wisconsin  Territory,  which  was  referred  to  the  First  Auditor,  I  have 
lODor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  that  officer,  together  with 
8  of  the  correspondence  had  on  the  subject,  as  containing  every  things 
on  file  in  favor  of  or  against  the  claim  of  Mr.  Gehon. 
le  docnmetit  accompanying  your  communication  is,  herewith,  respect* 
returned, 
m,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

iSccretary  of  the  Treasury. 
in.HsifRT  Hubbard, 

dtairman  of  Ike  Committee  of  Claims^  Senate  U.  S. 
k  Rire^ .  pria:erb.  ^ 
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A. 

Treasury  Department, 
Firsi  Auditor's  Office^  February  14,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hubbard,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  Senate,  calling  on  you  to  furnish  him 
-with  such  evidence  of  Marshal  Gehon's  claim,  as  may  be  on  file  in  the  de- 
partment, which  you  referred  to  this  office  for  information,  I  have  ihe 
honor  to  state,  that  his  claim,  as  I  understand,  consists  of  two  items  that 
have  been  refused  to  him  in  this  department.  The  first  is  for  expanses  id* 
curred  and  services  rendered  while  he  was  marshal  of  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory, which  then  included  Iowa,  in  going  to  the  receivers'  offices  and  pro- 
curing the  specie  for  certain  draAs  sent  to  him  to  defray  the  judicial  expen- 
ses of  the  Territory,  and  carrying  the  same  to  the  place  of  disbursement. 
The  original  bills  as  presented  by  Mr.  Gehon,  are  on  file  in  your  office. 
In  order  to  a  proper  understanding  of  this  question  by  the  committee,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest,  that  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence  on  the 
subject  should  be  transmitted  to  them  ;  which  I  have  prepared  for  thatpo^ 
pose  and  herewith  send  you.  The  other  item  consists  of  payments  made 
by  the  marshal  to  sundry  witnesses,  on  bills  taxed  and  allowed  by  the 
courts  or  judges,  which  have  been  disallowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, amounting  to  $773  10.  The  bills  and  receipts  are  on  file  in  the  ; 
Kegister's  office. 

The  question  involved  in  this  case,  is,  whether  a  witness,  summoned  OD  ' 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  is  entitled  to  receive  more  than  one  mileage  _ 
and  one  per  diem  compensation,  for  his  attendance  during  any  one  termflf  ~- 
the  court,  when  he  is  summoned  in  several  cases,  or  whether  he  is  entitled  ;- 
to  milea^  and  daily  compensation  in  each  case  in  which  he  is  sunmoneiL  ^ 
The  uniform  rule  of  the  accounting  officers  has  been,  not  to  allow  moit  ^ 
than  one  mileage  and  one  daily  compensation  in  any  case ;  and  if  itap*  ^ 
peared  from  the  papers  that  more  had  been  paid,  to  disallow  the  exces.  U  ^^ 
the  present  case  the  witnesses  were  paid  double  mileage  and  double  dailf  T 
compensation,  and  in  some  cases  more.    In  adhering  to  the  settled  iw-^^ 
the  accounting  officers  rejected  the  excess,  to  the  amount  in  questioOi  IM^  ^^ 
withstanding  the  bills  had  been  allowed  by  the  nroper  judge  and  paidim-  ^ 
der  his  sanction.    I  looked  upon  the  case  myself  as  one  or  great  hardahij^^^ 
on  the  marshal ;  but  there  was  no  alternative  for  the  accounting  officeiii  _ 
but  to  apply  the  rule  or  abandon  it  altogether.    There  is  I  am  aware,!   ^ 
difference  of  opinion  among  some  of  the  judges  of  our  higher  courts  oa 
this  point ;  but  as  I  believed  the  tnie  construction  of  the  law  i;i*as  the  ost 
adopted  by  the  department,  and  that  it  had  been  uniformly  adhered  to  bf 
the  accounting  officers,  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  change  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  .^ 

J,  MILLEB.      2 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department, 
First  Auditoj's  Office,  December  7,  1839. 

Sir  :  Herein  you  will  find  two  accounts  presented  by  Francis  Gehoiv 
Esq.,  late  marshal  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  now  marshal  of  Iowa,  for 
expenses  incurred  and  services  rendered  in  procuring  current  funds  to  pay 


3  I«ai^l 

idal  expenses  within  the  said  Territories.  The  first  bill  is  for  the 
nation  and  distribution  of  specie  among  his  deputies,  during  the 
ion  of  specie  payments,  by  tne  banl»,  in  1837  and  18^  and  while 
marshal  of  Wisconsin,  amounting  to  $466.  If  I  conceived  that  I 
power  as  an  accounting  oflicer,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  allow  this 
t  oDoe.  I  think  the  requirement  of  such  services  from  a  disbursing 
without  compensation,  unjust  and  unreasonable.  The  Grovemmenty 
jodf^ment,  was  bound  to  famish  him  with  current  funds,  such  as  he 
hfloestly  disburse  to  the  public  creditors ;  and,  if  it  required  him  to 
Imndreds  of  miles  to  procure  them,  it  is  bound,  in  mod  faith,  to  pay 
fair  compensation  for  such  extra  labor,  responsibility,  and  expense. 
lowever,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  matter  under  the  immediate  supervision 
eetion  of  the  S<K;retary  of  the  Treasury,  and  should  be  sanctioned 
;  and  I  do  not  hesitate,  in  case  you  concur  with  me,  to  recommend 
n  for  his  favorable  consideration. 

len  expenses  were  incurred  during  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
1  think  the  claim  is  much  stronger  on  that  account,  and  that  its  al- 
e  cannot  make  a  precedent  of  dangerous  tendency. 
other  claim  is  of  more  recent  date.  It  seems  that  during  the  last 
Iraft  of  $3,000  was  sent  to  him,  on  the  receiver  at  Dubuque,  and  that 
rcie  no  funds  in  his  hands,  to  pay  it.  For  the  purpose  of  getting 
ift  cashed,  the  marshal  states  that  he  had  to  j^o  to  Burlington,  a  dis* 
f  200  miles,  for  which  he  claims  1^130.  This  he  claims  as  marshal 
I.  This  claim  is  somewhat  different  from  the  first.  The  receiver 
rhom  the  draft  was  drawn,  had  not  funds  to  pay  it ;  hence  the  neces- 
negotiating  elsewhere,  for  the  funds  necessary.    It  is  true  there  was 

Cision  of  specie  payments ;  but,  still,  if  by  the  act  of  the  Govern- 
extra  expenses  were  rendered  unavoidable,  I  cannot  see  why  a 
able  compensation  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  I  would  not  wish,  how- 
B  ordinary  cases  and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  drafb  are 
lUe  for  current  funds,  that  a  precedent  should  be  made,  by  which  dis* 
I  officers  might  claim  extra  compensation  for  going  to  the  depository 
seiring  and  disbursing  the  specie.  I  believe  the  marshal  only  received 
(^  the  draft  at  Burlington. 
I,  Tery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  MILLBR. 
E8  N.  Barker,  Esq., 

Comptroller. 


FVancis  Geharis  account 

DviTBD  States, 

To  Francis  Gehon  (laU  marshal  of  Wisconsin  TerrUory)^  Dr. 
IB  transportation  of  twenty  hundred  dollars  in  specie  from  Mineral 
Dt  to  Green  Bay,  in  said  Territory,  in  the  mouth  of  September,  1837, 

1  John  Messersmith $60  00 

for  travelling  expenses  in  performing  a  journey  from  Du- 
rna  to  Green  Bay,  in  said  Territory,  thence  to  Milwaukie 
[hack  to  Dnbuque,  in  the  months  ef  September  and  Oc- 
■r,  1S>7,  fur  the  express  purpose  of  distributing  money 
disbanement,  at  $2  50  per  day  for  22  days      •  SB  09 
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Also,  for  services  of  himself  and  horse  22  days,  at  $5  per  day      $110  QO 

Also,  for  the  transportation  of  twenty-two  hundred  and  odd 
dollars  in  specie  from  Milwaukie  to  Dubuque,  in  the  month 
of  February,  1838  (1  have  receipts  for  this  sum)      -  -        150  (KK 

Also,  for  the  transportation  of  six  thousand  dollars  in  specie, 
from  8t  Louis  to  Dubuque,  600  miles,  in  June,  1838— paid 
&re  on  steamboat  Rolla  to  St.  Louis  and  back         •  -         40  00* 

For  personal  services  and  attention  in  performing  said  journey, 
12  days  at  $6  per  day SO  00- 

465  00 


District  of  Columbia,  Washington  county ^  ss. 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county|. 
personally  came  Francis  Oehon,  late  marshal  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  doth  say,  that  the  foregoing  account  is  just  andtnie;. 
and  the  expenses  incurred,  and  services  rendered,  were,  in  his  judraiail^ 
necessary  to  the  public  interest,  as  he  was  not  able  to  convert  the  dratta  info- 
current  funds,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary  to  get  the  specie  irom  the 
receiver  for  actual  disbursement. 

FRANCIS  GEHON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  6th  December,  1839. 

N.  B.  VAN  ZANDT,  J.  P. 


The  account  as  marshal  of  Iowa. 

The  United  States, 

To  Francis  Gehon  {marshal  of  Iowa  Territory)^    Dr. 

For  making  a  trip  from  Dubuque  to  Burlington,  in  Iowa  Territoryi  20O  . 
miles,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  draft  cashed,  which  was  made  paya- 
able  at  Dubuque  land  office,  and  was  presented  at  a  time  when  tbeie 
was  no  money  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  1839 ;  for  horse  hire,  travelling  expenses,  per  diem  allow- 
ance, &c.,  12  days  .--..-      $130  OO 


District  of  Columbia,  Washington  county^  ss. 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  pence  in  and  for  said  oonntjfr 
personally  came  Francis  Gehon,  marshal  of  Iowa  Territory,  who,  being' 
duly  sworn,  doth  say,  that  the  foregoing  account  is  just  and  true ;  and  th» 
expenses  incurred,  and  services  rendered,  were,  in  his  judgment,  necemuf 
to  the  public  interest 

FRANCIS  GEHON. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  6th  December,  1839. 

N.  B.  VAN  ZANDT, /P. 
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Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office^  December  7,  1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  sanction,  a  report  of  the  First 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  of  this  day's  date,  in  which  I  concur  in  reference 
10  certain  claims,  presented  by  Francis  Gehon,  Esq.,  as  late  marshal  of  Wis* 
consiQ  Territory,  and  now  marshal  of  Iowa. 
IhaTe  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Comptroller. 
Hod.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department,  December  7, 1839. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  this  date, 

endoung  one  from  you  to  him  of  the  same  date  on  the  subject  of  the  ac- 

eoQDtof  Francis  Gehon,  Esq.,  late  marshal  oi  Wisconsin,  and  now  mar- 

,       ihil  of  Iowa,  with  the  account  of  Mr.  Grehon,  enclosed  therein.    The 

I       Comptroller  expresses  his  concurrence,  and  asks  the  sanction  of  this  de- 

putment  to  the  same. 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that  I  can  approve  of  none  of  these  claims  without 
I  fall  explanation  in  writing  from  the  marshal,  of  all  the  circumstances 
3. 1     connected  with  each. 

It  must  be  a  very  peculiar  and  strong  case  to  justify  such  claims,  or 
iDmbals  all  over  the  country  using  specie,  and  living  at  any  distance  from 
the  dqK»itories,  could  and  would  make  similar  claims. 
I  nno,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeasury. 
y  Miller,  Esq., 

First  jSuditor. 

*^i  

is 

^  Treasury  Department, 

^^  First  Auditor's  Office,  December  9, 1839. 

8iB :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  relative  to  Marshal  Gehon'e 
claim,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  him,  explanatory  of  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  made.  I  understand  him  to  put  that  part  which  ac- 
<3Qedin  the  years  1837,  '38,  on  the  ground  that  the  suspension  of  specie 

alfiDeDts  by  the  banks,  rendered  the  distribution  of  the  specie  indispensa- 
'"  The  allowance  in  this  case,  would  not  establish  the  precedent  you 
^■hlo  avoid. 

Hie  last  claim  is  on  the  ground,  that  there  was  no  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  receiver  on  whom  the  draft  was  drawn,  and  that  it  became  necessary 
to  go  to  Burlington  to  negotiate  it. 

Very  respectlully,  &c., 

J.  MILLER. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Washington  City,  December  9,  1839. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  7th  instant,  I  very  respectfully  make  the  foUowing 
explanation.  On  the  12th  of  September,  1837,  I  left  my  residenoa  at 
Dubuque,  then  in  Wisconsin  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  piesentiog  a 
draft  then  in  my  possession,  on  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Minend 
Point.  Thi»  was  the  first  money  I  had  received  as  marshal  of  Wisconwi 
Territory.  And  absolutely  and  indispensablv  necessary  for  that  money  to 
be  distributed,  for  paying  expenses  of  courts  held  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  May,  June,  and  July,  preceding  that  time,  at  the  following  places : 
at  Green  Bay,  more  than  200  miles  from  Mineral  Point,  $2,000 ;  at  Mil* 
waukie,  about  180  miles  from  Mineral  Point,  $500 ;  the  Ixilance  at  Bur- 
lington, Fort  Madison,  220  to  240  miles,  and  many  other  intermediate 
points.  In  the  winter  of  1838  I  presented  a  draft  on  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  at  Mil  waukie,  in  the  nK)nth  of  February,  if  my  memory  serfss 
me  right,  for  the  sum  of  $5,000 ;  which  sum  had  to  be  distributed  in 
a  very  similar  manner.  In  the  month  of  June  or  July,  1838,  I  pre- 
sented a  draft  at  the  State  bank  of  Missouri,  for  the  sum  of  $6,000 ;  in 
which  case  1  have  charged  travelling  expenses  and!  time  only  from  Du- 
buque and  back,  for  distributing  this  sum ;  although  received  and  paUL 
out  in  silver  I  have  made  no  charge,  for  the  reason  that  it  did  not  cost  ma 
any  thing  to  distribute  it,  nor  did  I  give  it  any  attention  except  to  count  it, 
and  charge  my  deputies  accordingly.  In  the  month  of  September,  1S39, 
I  received  a  draft  from  the  Treasury  Department  on  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  at  Dubuque,  Iowa  Territory,  at  a  time  when  the  receiver  bad  no 
monev  in  his  hands  to  pay  the  amount  Believing  that  I  could  cash  that 
dndl  by  presenting  it  to  the  receiver  at  Burlington,  in  person,  I  repaired  to 
that  place ;  for  which  travelling  expenses  and  personal  service,  I  have 
made  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  reasonable  and  fair  charge.  I  take  occasion 
now  to  say,  that,  from  the  most  northeastward  to  the  most  southwestward 
points,  at  which  courts  were  held,  in  the  years  of  1837  and  1838,  it  was 
not  any  short  of  500  miles.  A  great  portion  of  this  distance  was  then,  and 
is  now,  a  wilderness,  without  any  means  except  by  special  or  private  con- 
veyance. It  will  also  be  recollected,  that  the  great  suspension  of  the  banks 
was  in  the  years  1837  and  1838,  and  there  was  but  little  paper  nooney 
in  that  section  of  the  country,  except  that  which  was  depreciated  in  value : 
and  I,  as  a  disbursing  officer,  was  expressly  directed  to  disburse  gold  and 
fiilver,  or  its  equivalent,  at  the  place  where  the  payment  was  made ;  and 
the  feet  Uiat  paper  at  that  time  was  not  equivalent  to  specie,  showa  con- 
clusively the  necessity  of  conveying  the  specie  to  the  various  pointB ; 
which,  in  fact,  I  did  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  GEHON, 
Late  marshal  of  Wisconsin^  and  now 

marshal  of  Iowa  Territory. 

Hon.  Jesse  Miller, 

First  Auditor,  Washington  city. 


Treasury  Department,  December  10, 1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  data, 
endosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gehon,  late  marshal,  in  relation  to  his  chim.  In 


i 
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,  I  have  to  observe,  that  I  am  not  aware  any  allowance  has  ever  been 
I  nnoe  1 789,  to  any  public  officer,  such  as  a  marshal,  for  going  to  a 
k^  a  receiver,  or  collector,  to  get  his  money.  A  creditor  mig^t  claim  one 
laqnal  propriety,  as  the  money  would  never,  in  all  cases,  or  a  large  part 
lem,  be  paid  at  his  own  door.  Nor  am  I  aware  that  any  allowance  has 
1  made  to  either,  if  the  money  is  specie  rather  than  bills,  whether  paid 
r  or  distant,  and  carried  to  be  distributed  far  or  near.  The  practice  in 
h  cases  is  usually  not  to  go  to  the  distant  place,  but  sell  the  draft ;  and 
:  price  obtained  is  usually  at  or  above  par,  the  money  drawn  for  generally 
wit  the  most  commercial  and  valuable  places.  No  allowance  can,  there- 
s,  be  sanctioned  by  me  for  such  a  claim,  in  this  instance,  unless  precedents 
I  imnd,  in  cases  where  the  facts  are  similar.  In  respect  to  the  other  claim, 
oing  to  obtain  the  money  of  a  receiver,  when  none  was  there,  it  rests 
iflSnent  principles ;  and  if  the  marshal  shows  that  he  actually  went  in 
m  for  the  money  to  a  receiver,  and  on  that  business  alone,  and  by  the 
ih  of  the  receiver  or  of  the  United  States,  no  money  was  there  to  be  paid 
him,  I  think  a  fair  allowance  for  travel  should  be  made  to  him.  There 
I  been  a'  precedent  for  that;  but  if  he  incurred  no  expense  in  that  way, 
tonly  in  going  to  other  receivers  or  places  to  sell  that  draft,  I  do  not  see 
(Van  allowance  for  this  last  claim  can  be  made,  unless  there  be  some  pre- 
dent  in  its  favor.  If  there  be,  I  should  like  to  see  it,  and  I  should  like  to 
WW  also,  what  wero  the  reasons  why  the  first  receiver  had  not  the  money  'f 
id  why  the  marshal  did  not  return  the  draft  here,  to  be  placed  on  some 
iher  receiver  than  him,  who  had  n^lected  to  arrange  it? 
Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeamry. 
]|8SB  Miller,  Esq.,  F^rst  Auditor. 


Treasurt  Departmekt, 
First  Auditor's  Office,  February  14,  1840. 
Sir  :  As  it  seems  that  Marshal  Gehon  has  applied  to  Congress  for  an  act 
»utborize  the  payment  ol  certain  claims  disallowed  him  in  this  depart- 
BDt,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  your  leUer, 
'  tte  10th  December  last,  refusing  to  sanction  his  claim  for  expenses  in- 
ined  in  going  to  receivers'  offices  for  specie,  and  distributing  it  among 
e  deputies,  in  Wisconsin  territory.  /  do  this  merely  that  my  own 
MM  mav  be  correctly  understood.  You  observe  that  you  are  <<  not  aware 
atany  allowance  has  ever  been  made,  since  1789,  to  any  public  officer,  such 
I  a  DMrsbal,  for  going  to  bank,  a  receiver,  or  a  collector,  to  get  his  money, 
creditor  might  claim  with  equal  propriety,  as  the  money  would  never 
iJl  cases,  or  a  large  part  of  them,  be  paid  at  his  own  door ;  nor  (are  you) 
rare  that  any  allowance  has  ever  been  made  to  either,  if  the  money  is 
ecie  rather  than  bills,  whether  [mid  near  or  distant,  and  carried  to  be  dis- 
ibated  far  or  near.  The  practice  in  such  case  is  usually  not  to  go  to  the 
stani  place,  but  to  sell  the  draft ;  and  the  price  obtained  is  usually  at  or 
lOve  par,  the  money  drawn  for  being  at  the  most  commercial  and  valuable 
aoes.  No  allowance  can  therefore  be  sanctioned  by  me  (you)  for  such  a 
lim  in  this  instance,  unless  precedents  are  found  in  cases  where  the  facts 
e  similar."    My  recommendation  of  the  claim  was  founded  on  a  diffcj 
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view  of  the  case,  from  that  assumed  in  your  letter.    Had  the  drafts  which 
were  sent  the  marshal  been  convertible  into  funds,  equal  to  specie  in  that 
country,  without  expense,  I  should  certainly  not  have  recommended  any 
allowance  to  him,  for  going  to  the  receivers'  offices,  and  obtaining  and  dis- 
tribating  the  specie ;  but  such  was  not  the  fact.     The  drafts  in  question, 
except  the  last,  were  sent  to  him  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
in  the  years  1837  and  1838  ;  and,  as  I  am  well  assured,  could  not  be  con- 
verted into  current  funds  at  the  places  where  the  disbursements  had  to  be 
made.    He,  therefore,  had  no  alternative  but  to  go  to  the  depositories,  and 
carry  out  the  specie  and  distribute  it    For  this,  I  think,  he  ought  to  be  paid 
all  expenses  necessarily  incurred.    As  to  precedents,  I  am  not  aware  that  I 
know  of  any  one,  in  the  accounts  of  marshals,  precisely  in  point,  but  the 
principle  which  I  proposed  to  extend  to  this  case  has  long  existed  in  the 
War  Department,  in  relation  to  disbursing  officers  attached  to  that  depart- 
ment.    Upon  reflection,  I  do  not  think  the  department  could  give  the  mar- 
shal any  compensation,  beyond  his  expenses,  for  his  own  personal  services, 
as  the  law  organizing  the  Territory  allows  him  a  salary  of  $200  per  an- 
num for  extra  services.    I  did  not  advert  to  this  when  I  wrote  my  first 
letter,  recommending  the  claim ;  but  1  do  think,  upon  the  most  mature 
reflection,  all  reasonable  and  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  him,  under 
the  circumstances  that  existed,  ought  to  be  paid.    He  would  not  have  been 
justified  in  exchanging  his  drafts  for  depreciated  paper,  and  paying  the 
public  creditors  with  such  paper.    As  to  the  case  you  put,  in  regara  toa 
public  creditor.  I  have  only  to  observe  that,  should  adrafl  be  sent  tosncha 
creditor,  for  his  debts,  which  he  could  not  convert  into  current  funds,  with- 
out incurring  loss  or  expense  in  going  for  his  money,  he  would  complain  of 
it  as  injustice  to  him,  and  would  not  submit  to  it  if  it  could  be  avoided. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MILLER. 

I  have  attached  hereto  a  letter  from  the  Second  Auditor,  showing  the 
practice  in  the  War  Department. 


Treasury  Department, 
Second  Auditor's  Office,  December  14, 1839. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  inquiring  what"  ite 
practice  is  in  the  War  Department  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  expeom  of 
the  transportation  of  specie,  from  the  place  of  deposite  to  the  place  where  it 
has  to  be  disbursed,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  agents  of  Ae  Indiaa 
Department  are  allowed  the  actual  expenses  incurred  for  the  transporlatioa 
of  specie ;  and  when  an  officer  of  the  army  is  employed  on  simihur  duty,  be 
is  allowed  the  same  rate  as  when  travelling  upon  military  service. 

Whenever  it  is  deemed  necessary,  they  are  authorized  to  employ  such 
assisttmts  as  the  wants  of  the  public  service  may  re(][uire,  and  upon  the  best 
terms  they  can. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  LEWIS. 

J.  Miller,  Esq.,  First  Auditor. 


TonoRKam^  [  SENATE.  ]  r  gM  1 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  25, 1840. 

Snbmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Strange  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

[To  aoeompuy  bUl  8.  No.  939.] 

fmmiiiee  on  Naval  Affairs^  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
^reeuiors  of  Henry  Eckford,  deceased^  praying  payment  for  the 
f  certain  tands  at  Sacketfa  Harbor^  for  naval  purposes^  reports  : 

i  it  has  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  finds  : 
hmt  the  claim  of  the  memorialists  consists  of  two  items,  viz :  $29(1 
lom,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1827,  with  interest  thereon  annually 
he  present  time,  by  way  of  rent  for  a  place  called  Navy  Point,  at 
L%  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  and  S250,  with  interest  there* 
idally,  by  way  of  rent  for  a  place  called  Stores  harbor,  near  the 
• 

it  farther  finds  that  the  first  of  these  claims  is  founded  upon  the  fd^ 
;  eireumstaoses,  to  wit :  In  the  year  1814,  the  said  Henry  Eckfoi4 
i  large  contractor  witli  the  United  States  Government  for  building 
of  war  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  Captain  Chauncey  being  then  in  com- 
df  that  naval  station,  the  said  Chauncey  purchased  Navy  Point,  an4 
I  of  nound  adjoining  called  the  '<  Hospital  ground,"  for  $3,000  for  the 
,  ana  $193  76  for  the  latter,  making  a  total  of  $3,193  76 ;  but  the 
1  of  the  purchase  not  beiuj^  allowed  Captain  Chauncey,  in  the  adjust* 
f  his  accounts  with  the  United  States,  he  reimbursed  himself,  by  the  sale 
same  property  to  Mr.  Eckford,  at  the  same  price  he  had  himself  given, 
fremeots  were  erected  upon  the  premises  by  the  United  States,  amount* 
at  least  $16,000,  and  the  New  Orleans  ship  of  war  was  constructecl 
a  fay  Mr.  Eckford,  under  contract  with  the  United  States ;  which  vessel 
led  there  under  substantial  covering  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  1816^ 
IS  done  so  ever  since.  For  this,  in  January,  1823,  Mr.  Eckford  pre- 
his  claim  at  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rale 
K)  per  annum,  which  was  acknowledged  to  be  just,  and  payment 
ip  to  that  period.  In  1827,  the  claim  was  presented  at  the  same  rate 
le  last  payment ;  but,  for  reasons  not  affecting  the  question  of  the  va« 
1^  the  claim,  no  further  payment  was  then,  or  has  since  been  noade. 
i  finds  the  claim  at  Storr's  harbor  to  be  as  follows :  Mr.  Eckford  had 
fifed  to  build  for  the  United  States  a  lar^ite  vessel  called  the  ChippewSi 
ir  that  purpose,  thought  proper  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  called  Storr^ 
,  containing  about  300  acres,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  $3,936  33. 
Bssel  was  not  finished  at  the  peace  in  1816,  and  the  Government| 
te,  having  no  use  for  it,  discontinued  the  work.  Mr.  Eckford  in* 
thati  as  he  could  have  completed  the  vessel  in  thirty  or  forty  da]r*i 
i  inoarred  nearly  all  the  expense  to  which  he  would  have  been  sub* 
in  completing  his  contract,  the  Government  ought,  in  justice,  to  pay  ^ 
EfH^firinteii.  "^ 
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him  the  full  amount  of  his  contract  To  this  the  Government  finally  agreed, 
and  paid  him  accordingly.  The  Chippewa  remained  upon  the  premises  as 
the  property  of  the  United  States  until  the  1st  day  of  November,  1833,  at 
which  time,  by  the  terms  of  a  sale  made  during  that  year,  she  became  the 
property  of  another.  Nothing  was  said  by  Mr.  Eckford  of  any  claim  set 
up  by  him  for  remuneration  for  suffering  the  Chippewa  to  remain  up«n  his 
land,  until  1827,  when  he  made  his  second  claim  for  the  rent  of  Navy  Point 
Even  when  he  made  his  first  claim  for  the  rent  of  Navy  Point,  nothing  was 
said  of  rent  for  Storr's  harbor. 

4.  Under  these  views  of  the  claims  of  the  memorialists,  the  committee 
considers  them  unreasonable,  but  is  of  opinion,  that,  on  the  first  claim,  it 
would  be  liberal  to  allow  the  simple  interest  on  the  money  paid  by  Mr. 
Eckford,  from  the  time  of  the  last  payment  until  the  New  Orleans  shall  be 
removed ;  and,  as  to  the  second  claim,  it  conceives  that  twelve  years  having 
elapsed  after  the  rights  of  the  claimant,  as  he  now  contends,  had  accrue<^ 
without  his  having  set  up  any  claim,  and  his  actually  pretermitting  it  at 
the  end  of  eight  years,  when  he  presented  and  received  payment  of  another 
debt  against  the  same  party,  accompanied  with  the  other  cireumstancefli 
furnish  evidence  of  an  understanding  or  agreement  that  the  ship  Chippewa 
was  to  remain  upon  the  premises  until  the  United  States  should  think  prop- 
er to  remove  it,  or  at  least  until  fair  notice  should  be  given  for  its  removal 
This  notice  may  be  considered  as  given  in  1827,  when  the  first  demand  was 
made  for  rent ;  and  as  the  United  States  is  not  prepared  to  show  that  theie 
was  any  agreement  that  the  vessel  should  be  suffered  to  remain  longer  with- 
out charge,  it  is,  perhaps,  reasonable  that  a  fair  rent  should  be  paid  from  that 
period.  What  that  fair  rent  would  be,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain ;  but  the 
committee  supposes  the  following  calculation  not  inconsistent  with  the  lib- 
erality becoming  the  United  States. 

Three  hundred  acres  of  land  cost,  it  seems,  $3,935  33,  equal  to  $16  66} 
per  acre.  Now  suppose  twenty  acres  were  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  the 
presence  of  the  United  States  ship  (and  this  the  committee  supposes  to  be 
an  extreme  calculation),  this  would  give  $353  33^  of  capital  locked  up^ 
which,  at  simple  interest,  would  ^ve  $21  20  per  annum.  Bat  as  $990 
per  annum  have  been  already  received  by  the  memorialists,  and  was,  pnrth 
ably,  even  then  designed,  although  not  so  expressed,  as  full  payment  ibr 
all  the  inconveniences  sustained  by  both  vessels  of  the  United  States  lo- 
maining  upon  the  premises  of  the  memorialists,  the  committee  recommenda 
that  the  account  be  stated  thus  : 

Untied  States  Navy  Department^  Dr. 

To  the  estate  ef  Henry  Eekfardf  ciecMlML 

For  rent  of  Navy  Point,  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  viz :  interest  on 
$3,193  75,  from  January  1,  1823,  to  January  1,  1840,  17 
years,  $191  62^  per  annum  ....  $3,265  04 

For  rent  of  Storr's  harbor,  from  January  1, 1827,  to  November 
1, 1833|  6  years  and  10  months,  at  $98  37^  per  annum       -        672  25 

$3,937  29 


For  rent  of  Navy  Point,  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  viz :  interest  on  $3,193  76| 
from  January  1, 1840,  until  paid. 

Andj  pursuant  thereto,  the  committee  reports  a  bill. 


Mk  CbvouM,  [  SENATR  ]  [  339  j 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Februart  25,  1840. 
SabmiUed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Strange  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[  To  accompanjT bill  S.  No.  9ia] 

TKs  Oommiiiee  on  Naval  Affair 9^  to  tohich  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
JZeynell  Ubates  and  Walter  R,  Johnson^  Esquires^  has  had  the  same 
mdar  cansideratioft^  and  reports  : 

That  it  appears  that  these  gentleman  were  duly  appointed  members  of 
(hesdeotific  corps  of  the  SoiiUi  Sea  surreying  and  exploring  expediiiony 
voder  the  command  of  Commodore  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones,  ana  so  con- 
tisoed  until  the  13th  of  August,  1838,  when  the  explorine^  expedition  sail- 
el,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  without  theoL  It  further 
ifpesn,  that  their  letters  of  appointment  bore  date,  respectively,  on  the  28th 
ttj  of  December,  1836,  but  that  they  did  not  begin  to  receive  pay  until 
dielch  day  of  July,  1837.  The  memorialists  complain  of  many  hardships 
and  inconveniences  to  which  they  were  subjected  during  the  time  they 
ven  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  as  incident  to  their  unexpected 
AmiwiJ,  brought  about  through  no  fault  of  theirs.  They  allege  that  from  the 
tune  they  were  notified  of  their  appointment,  they  were  cidled  upon  from 
time  to  time  to  perform  trivial  duties,  and  were  altogether  cut  off  from  at- 
tention to  other  means  of  livelihood,  although  for  the  first  six  months  and 
more,  they  have  received  no  compensation  whatever. 

Mr.  Coates  claims,  in  addition  to  payment  for  his  services  from  the  date 
of  hit  appointment  until  his  dismissal,  indemnity  for  a  useless  expenditure 
for  personal  outfit,  in  contemplation  of  his  going  on  the  expedition ;  loss  on 
the  resale  of  his  mess  provision,  and  a  loss  of  six  montl^  time  after  his 
dimiflsa],  before  he  could  get  into  other  business. 

Mr.  Johnson,  in  addition  to  compensation  for  his  services  from  the  date 
of  bis  appointment  until  his  dismissal,  claims  for  loss  by  resignation  of  his 
ftrmer  situation,  for  surrender  of  an  existing  contract  with  a  bookseller, 
far  die  sale  of  a  cabinet  of  apparatus,  for  expense  attending  extra  duties, 
and  ht  personal  outfit  rendered  useless  by  his  dismissal. 

The  committee  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  n^any  losses  and  inconveniences 
ts  which  these  gentlemen  must  have  been  subjected,  in  forsaking  their 
firaier  emplovments  and  associations,  and  the  severe  disappointment  they 
mast  have  felt  when  they  found  that  these  losses  and  inconveniences  had 
been  sntfered  to  little  or  no  purpose.  But  the  most  important  of  these 
losws  and  inconvenienceS|  cannot,  from  their  very  nature,  be  measured  by 
Blttr4Biy«SypriBterB.  ^ 
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dollars  and  cents,  and  the  attempt  would  be  fruitless,  even  if  it  were  other- 
wise proper  to  go  into  the  calculation.  Most  of  them,  however,  were  sacri- 
fices incident  to  the  very  acceptance  of  the  offices  tendered,  and  as  there 
are  conveniences  and  inconveniences  incident  to  almost  every  situation ; 
while  public  servants  have  less  hazard  to  run,  as  to  their  compensation, 
they  are  often  subjected  to  difficulty  from  the  precarious  tenure  of  their 
offices.  Whatever,  therefore,  they  may  previously  surrender  for  the  ac- 
ceptance of  office,  public  servants  must  be  content  to  lose.  Such  losses 
depend  too  much  upon  the  peculiar  habits  and  will  of  the  public  servant, 
and  are,  withal,  too  difficult  to  ascertain  or  estimate,  to  become  a  proper 
charge  upon  the  public.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  difficulties  and 
sacrifices  in  getting  into  new  business,  upon  the  unexpected  termination  of 
the  employment.  The  committee  cannot,  therefore,  enter  into  the  compu- 
tation of  Mr.  Ck)ates's  claim  for  a  loss  of  six  months'  time  after  his  dismissal, 
before  getting  into  other  business ;  neither  can  it  into  Mr.  Johnson's  claims 
for  loss  of  his  former  business,  the  surrender  of  his  contract  with  the  book- 
seller, or  the  said  of  his  cabinet  of  apparatus. 

Considerin&r  all  the  hardships  of  their  case,  however,  the  committee 
thinks  that,  although  the  services  of  these  gentlemen  may  not  have  been 
very  burdensome  until  4th  July,  1837,  when  they  were  put  upon  pay,  yet 
they  were  in  constant  expectation  of  calls  from  the  department,  and  were 
drawn  off  from  all  other  pursuits,  and  they  ought,  therefore,  to  receive  full 
pay  from  December  28,  1836,  to  July  4, 1837;  which,  at  the  rate  of  82,600 
per  annum,  will  make  the  sum  of  $1,291  each.  The  committee  ftirther 
thinks  they  should  be  indemnified  for  any  loss  sustained  by  outfit  made 
which  proved  useless,  and  losses  on  the  resale  of  their  mess  provisions. 
For  the  former,  Mr.  Coates  states  his  loss  at  $4€0,  and  for  the  latter,  at 
939  87.  These  items,  Mr.  Johnson  states  at  a  lumping  sum  of  $1,000; 
but  the  committee  is  unable  to  see  any  good  reason  why  his  losses  on  these 
accounts  should  be  in  fact  greater  than  those  of  another  officer  of  the  same 
class.  The  committee  has  taken,  therefore,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Coates  as  the 
proper  basis  for  estimating  both.  Upon  this  view,  the  claims  of  these  two 
gentlemen  will  stand,  respectively,  thus : 

United  States  Navy  Department 

To  Reynell  Coates,  Esq.,  Dr. 

For  6  months  and  6  days'  pay,  from  December  28, 1836,  to 

July  4,  1837,  at  $2,500  per  annum  -  -  -  $1 ,291  00 

For  loss  on  personal  outfit    -  ...  -       460  00 

For  loss  on  mess  provision    •  -  -  -  -        39  87 

1,790  87 

United  States  Navy  Department 

To  Walter  R.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Dr. 

For  6  months  and  6  days'  pay,  from  E>ecember  28,  1836,  to 

July  4,  1837,  at  $2,500  per  annum  -  -  -  $1,291  00 

For  loss  on  personal  outfit    -  .  -  -  .       460  00 

For  loss  on  mess  provision    -  •  -  -  -         39  87 

1,790  87 
And  for  these  amounts  the  eonunittee  reports  a  bill. 


[SENATE.]  [830] 


MEMORIAL 


OF  MERCHANTS  AND  IMPORTERS  OF  FOREIGN 
GOODS, 

PRAYINO 

The  revision  and  amendment  of  the  Revenue  lawe. 


February  26, 1840. 
Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  Fmance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


kmoraUe  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 
assembled: 

BII0EIALI8T8  RESPECTFULLY  REPRESENT '. 

Ihev  are  American  citizens,  commission  merchants  and  inmorters  of 
pods,  and  that  formerly  the  importation  of  woollen  ^oods  mrmed  an 
■ipait  of  the  trade  of  this  country,  and  yielded  a  fair  remuneration 
eqpital  employed  in  it.  But  of  late  years  ag^encies  have  been  estab- 
far  leoeiTing  and  selling  woollens  for  foreign  account,  and  it  was 
reeiTed  that  the  prices  at  which  tliey  were  sold  were  fiur  below  what 
dd  be  imported  for  in  the  rq^ular  and  honest  mode  of  prosecuting 

ntio  of  apparent  loss  went  on  increasingf,  till  at  length  the  American 
r  was  obliged  to  forego  the  business ;  so  that,  at  this  time,  it  is  be- 
lat  not  more  than  one-eighth  of  the  woollens  which  come  to  this 
,  are  imported  on  American  account 

a  lonfr  and  succe»ful  system  of  fraud  and  perjury,  chiefly  at  the 
!leir  York,  some  of  the  agents  for  the  foreign  nouses  were  at  length 
I  and  large  quantities  of  woollen  goods  were  stopped,  and  are  now 
charge  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Many  were  seized,  but  owing  to  the  defects  of  the  revenue  laws, 
BSD  foand  almost  impossible  to  procure  a  condemnation, 
memorialists  believe  that  the  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  preven  so 
in  oar  courts  of  justice  at  sundry  times,  and  confirmed  by  the  recent 
I  of  the  guUty  individuals  engaged  in  their  perpetration,  com- 


mv  years  ago,  and  have  been  carried  on  to  a  frightful  extent,  to 
iry  ofevery  honest  dealer  in  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  great  loss 
lovemmenti 

ean  your  memorialists,  in  justice  to  their  fellow-countrymen,  pass 
aleooe  the  fiict  that  is  satisfactorily  proven,  that  both  the  principals 
ats  in  these  nefarious  practices  have  been,  for  the  most  part,  if  nol 
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exclusively,  foreigners ;  a  fact  which  your  memorialists  mentioo,  not  with  a 
view  of  casting  general  obloquy  upon  those  who  were  not  born  upon  ooi 
soil,  and  among  whom  are  many  of  our  most  valuable  citizens,  but  simplj 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  matter  fairly  before  your  honorable  bodies. 

Solicitous,  as  all  good  citizens  should  be,  that  the  rights  of  the  Treasary 
shall  be  carefully  guarded,  and  desirous  of  a  fair  field  for  commercial  ente^ 
prise,  in  which  fraud  and  perjury  shall  have  no  advantage  over  probity  and 
good  faith,  your  memorialists  pray,  that  your  honorable  bodies  may  so  ro- 
vise  the  revenue  laws  as  to  afibid  efiectual  protection  to  the  honest  im- 
porters, in  order  that  they  may  once  more  resume  this  large  and  importaal 
branch  of  their  business. 

LEWIS  &  CO.,  and  othen. 


,"  \ 


i 

i 
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MAwMfi. 


REPORT 

PBOM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


IN  COMPUmCK 


WAaresoluiion  of  the  Senate^  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  Um 
^mOiiary  posts  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river. 


February  26, 1840. 
Beftned  to  the  Select  Committee  o&  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  ordered  to  be  pzintad. 

War  Department,  February  2i^  1840L  *^ 

I       Sir:  In  rephr  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate,  asking  the  opinion  of  this 

depmment  "  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  line  of  military  posts,  at 

^oMAt  places  and  distances,  from  the  Missouri  river,  near  the  mouth  of 

the  Platte,  into  the  pass  or  passes  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  most  usually  tra^- 

«ned  lo  descend  into  the  valley  of  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river  ;•  the 

cfibets  of  such  a  measure  in  giving  encouragement  and  protection  to  the 

Aoerican  fur-trade ;  facilitating  intercourse  between  the  valley  of  the  Muh 

Wippi  and  the  great  Western  ocean  ;  aiding  and  protecting  trading  cam- 

>iiii;  overcoming  and  holding  in  check  various  Indian  tribes  in  frcmtand 

Mff  of  such  posts ;  the  number  and  kind  of  force  necessary  for  such  son 

J     lin  I  the  probable  cost  of  keeping  up  said  posts ;  and  whether  it  would  be 

I      ^nemery  to  increase  the  military  force  of  the  Unit^  States  to  accomplish 

Aim  objects:"  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  state,  that,  in  his  opinioOi 

the  establishment  of  such  a  chain  of  posts  as  that  contemplated  by  the  reso* 

i      liilioii,  would  be  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  efiects  upon  the  com- 

Mree  of  the  whole  region  of  country  they  are  intended  to  traverse ;  would 

fceilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  vallev  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  ffreat 

Western  ocean ;  would  aid  and  protect  trading  caravans ;  and  hold  in  cneck 

Ibe  various  Indian  tribes  that  occupy  the  country  around  them. 

Id  order  to  answer  satisfactorily  that  part  of  the  inquiry  which  relates  to 
the  Damber  and  kind  of  force  necessary  for  such  service,  and  the  probable 
wt  of  keepinjg;  np  these  posts,  the  undersigned  ought  to  be  in  possesrion  ci 
Bore  authentic  information  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  War  Department 
The  explorations  undertaken  by  his  direction  are  now  approaching  this 
point,  and  it  is  intended,  if  favored  by  Congress,  to  extend  them  this  anmmer 
to  the  passes  of  the  Rocky  mountains ;  in  the  meantime,  he  will  venture  to 
It  those  positions  whicli,  npon  a  view  of  the  existing  and  imperfect 
and  such  i^rmation  as  has  been  obtained,  appear  to  be  the  luoet 
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It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  route  at  present  pursued  every  year  by 
the  traders,  is  that  poinu^d  out  by  experience  to  be  most  practicable,  if  not 
the  shortest ;  and  it  possesses  the  advantage  of  being  perpendicular  to  our 
line  of  defences  along  the  fnmtiers  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and 
the  Territory  of  Iowa.  It  is  along  this  route,  proceeding  in  a  westerly  di- 
rection from  the  frontiers  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  connecting  the  navi- 
gable  waters  of  the  Missouri  with  those  of  the  Columbia  river,  that  posts 
ought  to  be  established,  in  order  to  inspire  with  proper  respect  the  numerous 
Indian  tribes  which  wander  over  this  great  desert,  and  to  afford  an  asylnm 
and  protection  to  the  traders  and  hunters  who  traverse  these  plains  in  great 
numbers  every  year.  The  establishment  of  three  posts  would  probably  be 
sufficient  for  this  purpose,  for  some  time,  and  might  prepare  the  way  for  the 
peaceable  settlement  of  the  fertile  valleys  west  of  the  Rocky  moantsiiM. 
Fort  Leavenworth,  already  established  and  lately  enlarged,  is  sitiwled  at 
the  commencement  of  this  route,  and  will  form  the  natural  point  of  depar- 
ture and  principal  depot  for  both  lines  of  defence.  Following,  from  heaoe, 
the  route  now  used,  the  first  post  to  be  established  may  be  placed  at  the 
junction  of  the  north  and  south  forks  of  the  river  Platte.  Although  the 
distance  between  these  two  posts,  about  five  hundred  miles,  appears  to  be 

Ereat,  it  is  believed  that  they  are  suffaciently  near  to  keep  in  check  the 
awnees,  Puncahs,  and  Kanzas  nations,  and  the  small  tribes  which  rotffl 
over  this  space  in  search  of  buffalo  during  the  hunting  season.  Besides,  it 
48  understood  that  these  Indians  are  friendly,  and  disposed  to  set  a  pny> 
Talue  upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  protection  of  this  GoveiB' 
meat  If  any  untoward  event  should  require  it,  the  distant  posts  maysss- 
ly  be  strengthened,  and  their  original  construction  ought  to  be  such  ai  to 
enable  the  garrisons  to  resist  successfully  the  greatest  Indian  force  that  GM 
be  brought  against  them.  Traders  and  hunters  from  the  United  StalBi 
traverse  these  countries  on  their  route  to  the  Rocky  mountainS|  at  stated 
periods  of  the  year,  and  escorts  may  be  sent  with  the  caravans  to  ensue 
their  safety  from  post  to  post.  From  the  limited  knowledge  of  the  goudUTi 
in  possession  of  the  department,  it  is  believed  that  this  position  not  009 
ponesses  all  the  natural  advantages  required  for  a  military  station,  but  thit 
there  is  no  spot  between  it  and  Fort  Leavenworth  at  all  suited  ibr  tbi 
purpose. 

The  next  post  should  be  established  on  the  north  fork  of  the  river  Flatli^ 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Laramies'  fork.  This  station  would  seem  to  be 
iiighly  important.  It  will  be  at  the  foot  of  an  extensive  chain,  fomun&ei 
it  were,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  called  the  Black  £uH 
and  at  the  head  of  the  navigation  of  the  Platte,  which  is  navigable  to  tbii 
point  by  Mackinaw  boats  during  the  months  of  May  and  June.  It  wittsf* 
4ord  protection  to  the  extensive  trade  which  the  American  fur  compaoMi 
carry  on  with  the  Indian  tribes  of  this  region— the  Shawnees  and  the 
Oglalahs,  an  important  tribe  of  the  Sioux  nation,  known  by  tiie  name  of 
Ihe  Yanctons. 

With  regard  to  the  third  post,  two  positions  present  themselves,  the  rela* 
live  advantages  of  which  can  only  be  decided  by  an  examination  of  the 
country.  They  are  on  either  side  of  the  dividing  ridge  which  separates  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  about  one  hundred  and  iff 
miles  from  each  other,  and  each  not  far  from  five  hundred  miles  from  the  fim 
of  the  Laramies.  One  of  these  positions  is  at  the  confluence  of  Hone  Cfoek 
with  the  Colorada  of  the  west,  commonly  called  by  travellers  Leedskeede;  the 
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Imt  at  the  junction  of  Wind  river  and  that  of  Pope-Ape,  which  form  the 
indpal  sources  of  the  Bighorn,  a  tributary  of  the  Yellow  Stone  river. 
»th  these  positions  appear  to  possess  the  advantage  of  commanding  the 
It  country  of  mountains  and  valleys  occupied  by  the  Crow,  Snake,  and 
ripahoe  Indians. 

It  may  be  well  to  limit  the  stations  to  this  post  for  the  present  They 
oald  be  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  in  that  region  of 
Nmtry  for  some  time  to  come,  and  to  inspire  the  traders  with  confidence 
nd  reoewed  activity.  Under  their  shelter,  the  rich  and  fertile  valleys  west 
f  the  mountains  may  be  settled  and  cultivated  by  a  population,  which 
roaU  pour  forth  its  numbers  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  as  soon  as  the 
nestkm  of  boundary  shall  be  definitively  settled  between  the  United  States 
od  Great  Britain.  Whenever  that  event  takes  place,  and  the  Government 
liall  be  disposed  to  extend  the  means  of  protection  to  traders  and  settlers 
I  the  mouUi  of  the  Columbia  river,  posts  may,  it  is  believed,  be  establish«l 
ith  advantage,  first,  at  the  forks  of  Snake  river,  a  principal  tributary  of 
w  Columbia,  near  the  mouth  of  Henry's  river.  This  post  would  serve  to 
rotect  traders  and  emigrants  from  the  attacks  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians, 
rho  are  considered  the  most  formidable  enemies  of  the  whites,  as  they  are 
f  the  Bannack,  Snake,  Flathead,  and  Nezperces  Indians,  tribes  that  are  at- 
ncted  annually  to  this  spot  by  the  numerous  herds  of  bufialo  that  frequent  it. 

The  next  post  might  be  established  at  Beaverhead,  on  the  Missouri  river 
ipper  forks.  A  fort  here  is  important  in  relation  to  the  sources  of  the 
UMQri,  and  to  hold  in  check  the  Blackfeet  Indians,  and  the  small  tribes 
«Muid  allied  to  theuL  It  would  be  distant  about  three  hundred  miles  from 
he  durd  fort  east  of  the  dividing  rid^,  and  about  one  hundred  from  that 
last  dBMribed.  The  position  indicated  for  the  last  post,  before  reaching  the 
momh  of  the  Columbia  river,  is  at  Flathead  lake,  near  the  sources  of  the  river 
^  that  name.  This  post  would  afibrd  protection  against  the  Cotonay,  the 
Psodant  Oreilles,  and  Flathead  Indians. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  service  may  be  performed  by  the  troops  of  the 
Regular  army,  until  posts  are  pushed  on  far  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains. 
For  the  first  three  stations  tour  hundred  men  will  be  sufficient,  especially  if 
lided  by  the  hunters  and  trappers,  who  are  constantly  found  in  those  regions 
lo  the  number  of  between  four  and  five  hundred.  It  would  not  be  difficult 
tooiganize  this  body  of  men,  so  as  to  render  them  efficient  auxiliaries  to  the 
Mnlar  forces ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  traders  themselves,  who 
wul  derive  so  many  advantages  from  the  establishment  of  these  posts,  will 
gife  to  the  commanders  of  them  the  full  advantage  of  their  superior  knowl- 
riga  of  the  disposition  and  movements  of  the  Indian  tribes,  in  order  to  guard 
Ikem  against  surprise ;  and  they  ought  to  be  of  themselves  sufficiently 
Mmg  to  resist  any  open  attack,  however  formidable. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Boo.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

PrendtrU  of  (he  Senate. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  27,  1840. 

Sabmitied,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  55.] 


Tke  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  re/erred  the  "  bill 
/(Bf  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser^  and  their  legal 
representatives^  report  : 

This  claim  is  for  two  arpens  and  four  toises  front,  by  twenty-five  arpens 
deop,  in  the  southern  part  of  Mobile,  and  is  founded  on  a  complete  and 
jmct  French  grant,  made  in  1763,  by  the  then  director  general  of  Loiw 
isima,  Dabbadie.  This  grant  cites  that  JUadame  De  Lusser  held  poa- 
SBnoD  of  this  land,  and  had  cleared  it  and  built  cabins  thereon,  as  early  as 
1748.  It  is  a  grant  without  consideration,  and  valid  by  the  laws  of  France 
nd  Spain  without  inhabitation,  and,  consequently,  protected  by  the  treaty ; 
nd  one  which,  under  the  laws  of  or^nizing  the  various  boards  of  com* 
nissioners  of  Upper  and  Lower  Louisiana,  would  have  been  confirmol,. 
ti  all  other  claims  in  like  circumstances  were  approved  and  confirmed, 
hi  for  an  accident  in  the  commissioner  in  making  out  his  report.  It  is 
aich  a  claim  as  no  commissioner  ever  refused  to  recommend  or  Congress  to 
confirm. 

This  claim  was  presented  to  the  commissioners  in  1814;  the  grant 
ns  then  filed  ;  and  had  this  grant  not  been  overlooked,  the  claim  would 
have  been  reported  in  the  "  Register  of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  east  of 
Bead  river,  in  Louisiana,  founded  on  complete  grants  derived  from  either 
Ae  French,  British,  or  Spanish  Governments,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned  commissioners,  arc  valid,  agreeably  to  the  laws^  usages,  or 
Qutoms  of  such  Governments."  No  other  proof  of  habitation  or  cultiva- 
tion was  necessary,  and  none  was  filed.  But,  this  grant  being  overlooked, 
Ibe claim  was  reported  among  those  founded  on  ^-grants  lost  by  time  or 
Mcident,"  when,  in  fact,  at  that  time  the  grant  was  on  file  in  the  office ; 
uid  no  other  evidence  of  habitation  or  cultivation  being  filed,  it  was  de- 
cided not  to  be  confirmed.  It  is  alleged  that  the  claimants,  knowing  that 
ftey  had  filed  all  the  necessary  evidence,  l>elicved  for  a  number  of  years 
that  their  claim  had  been  confirmed  ;  and  from  an  inspection  of  the  oldest 
township  plat  of  Mobile  township,  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office,  it  would 
BItu  4  Rivcs;  prill  U'.  ^ 
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appeir  to  hare  been  confirmed.  Afterwards,  when  the  claimants  discovered 
that  their  title  had  not  been  confirmed,  they  applied  for  a  confirmation, 
under  the  act  of  2d  of  March,  1829.  The  register  and  receiver,  under 
special  instructions  from  the  General  Land  Office,  examined  the  case  un- 
der that  act,  and  made  a  special  report  on  the  3d  of  July,  1834,  stating  all 
the  facts,  and  recommending  the  claim  for  confirmation.  The  claimants 
then  applied  to  Congress  to  have  their  claim  confirmed  ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose bills  have  been  reported  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  passed  the 
Senate  at  the  two  last  sessions,  but  were  not  acted  upon  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  want  of  time.  It  is  urged  against  the  confirmation  of 
this  claim,  that  it  interferes  with  those  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  in  the  names  of 
Price  and  McVoy,  which  have  been  confirmed  and  patented  This  can 
be  no  objection,  because  it  is  well  known,  and  was  at  the  General  Land 
Office  at  the  time  of  issuing  those  patents,  that  they  would,  as  located  and 
surveyed,  interfere  with  and  cover  other  and  better  claims,  unless  there 
was  some  clause  inserted  in  the  patents  to  protect  and  exclude  such  claims; 
and  as  thus  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  individuals  secured  to  them 
by  the  treaty,  neither  Congress  nor  the  department  had  power  to  do,  a 
peculiar  form  of  patent  was  adopted  in  these  cases— one  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  at  the  time,  would  not  prevent  the  con- 
firmation of,  and  patenting,  other  claims  within  the  limits  of  the  survey! 
confirmed  to  Kennedy,  and  thus  leave  the  matter  pf  right  between  the  dif- 
ferent claimants  to  be  ultimately  decided  by  the  courts  of  justice. 

The  effect  of  confirming  the  claim  of  De  Lusser's  heirs,  and  issuing  a 
patent  to  them,  will  be  only  to  place  them  on  an  equality  with  the  heirs  of 
Kennedy,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned ;  and,  in  caseof  a  eoi- 
flict  between  their  claims,  to  throw  them  both  into  the  courts  of  justioei  H 
be  settled  on  their  respective  merits,  without  prejudicing  the  interests  d 
either  party. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  27, 1840. 
Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[  To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  104.] 

wmUtee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  a  hill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Lefever,  made  the  following  report  : 

ommittee,  having  under  consideration  said  bill,  applied  at  the  Pen- 
ce for  information,  and  received  afletter  from  the  Commissiouer  of 
I,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  to  wit : 
nswer  to  your  inquiry  in  the  case  of  William  Lefever,  I  have  the 
•  infonn  3roa  that  the  petitioner  asserts  a  claim  to  a  pension  for  a 
tBCeived  by  the  bursting  of  a  piece  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburs,  which 
I  it  necessary  that  his  fingers  should  be  amputated ;  and  to  this 
tt  die  affidavit  of  the  surgeon  conforms.  Now  the  files  of  this  office 
il  the  petitioner  was  discharged  after  the  war,  upon  a  certificate  of 
jdoa  at  Plattsburg  hospital,  suQwing  a  disability  in  consequence  of 
tore  of  his  left  arm  at  Washington  city  in  May,  1813,  while  in  the 
his  duty.  This  is  a  material  discrepancy,  and  to  which  my  letter 
January,  1838,  had  reference. 

was  inscribed  on  the  roll  in  1815,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  hospital 
i  above  referred  to,  without  any  other  evidence  whatever  that  the 
ty  was  occasioned  in  the  manner  desi^ated ;  nor  was  it  shown 
hat  proof  the  hospital  surgeon  could  certify  that  he  had  been  injured 
wrvice  at  Washington  city  in  May,  1813." 
committee  therefore  reconunend  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
indefinitely  postponed. 
Uves,  priaterv. 
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appeir  to  hare  been  confirmed.  Afterwards,  when  the  claimants  discovered 
that  their  title  had  not  been  confirmed,  they  applied  for  a  confirmation, 
under  the  act  of  2d  of  March,  1829.  The  register  §ind  receiver,  under 
special  instructions  from  the  General  Land  Office,  examined  the  case  un- 
der that  act,  and  made  a  special  report  on  the  3d  of  July,  1834,  stating  all 
the  facts,  and  recommending;  the  claim  for  confirmation.  The  claimants 
then  applied  to  Congress  to  have  their  claim  confirmed  ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose bills  have  been  reported  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  passed  the 
Senate  at  the  two  last  sessions,  but  were  not  acted  upon  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  want  of  time.  It  is  urged  against  the  confirmation  of 
this  claim,  that  it  interferes  with  those  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  in  the  names  of 
Price  and  McVoy,  which  have  been  confirmed  and  patented  This  can 
be  no  objection,  because  it  is  well  known,  and  was  at  the  General  Land 
Office  at  the  time  of  issuing  those  patents,  that  they  would,  as  located  and 
surveyed,  interfere  with  and  cover  other  and  belter  claims,  unless  there 
was  some  clause  inserted  in  the  patents  to  protect  and  exclude  such  claims; 
and  as  thus  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  individuals  secured  to  them 
by  the  treaty,  neither  Congress  nor  the  department  had  power  to  do,  a 
peculiar  form  of  patent  was  adopted  in  these  cases— one  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  at  the  time,  would  not  prevent  the  qoQ" 
tirmation  of,  and  patenting,  other  claims  within  the  limits  of  the  surrep 
confirmed  to  Kennedy,  and  thus  leave  the  matter  pf  right  between  the  dif- 
ferent claimants  to  be  ultimately  decided  by  the  courts  of  justice. 

The  effect  of  confirming  the  claim  of  De  Lusser's  heirs,  and  issoiiiga 
patent  to  them,  will  be  only  to  place  them  on  an  equality  with  the  bein  of 
ketmedy,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned ;  and,  in  caseof  a  cbi- 
ffiet  between  their  claims,  to  throw  them  both  into  the  courts  of  jusUoa^.ib 
be  settled  on  their  respective  merits,  without  prejudicing  the  interemif 
either  party. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  27, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[  To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  104.] 

ymimiitet  mi  Pensions,  to  xchom  wcls  referred  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
WUliatn  Lefever,  made  the  folloxoing  report : 

B  canmiittee,  having  under  consideration  said  bill,  applied  at  the  Pen* 
MEce  fin  information,  and  received  afletter  from  the  Commissiouer  of 
mil  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  to  wit : 
I  uiBwer  to  your  inquiry  in  the  case  of  William  Lefever,  I  have  the 
to  infonn  yoxk  that  the  petitioner  asserts  a  claim  to  a  pension  for  a 
Ineetved  by  the  bursting  of  a  piece  in  the  battle  of  Plattsbur^,  which 
■i  k  necessary  that  his  fingers  should  be  amputated ;  and  to  this 
MM  die  affidavit  of  the  surgeon  conforms.  Now  the  files  of  this  office 
iHllbe  petitioner  was  discharged  after  the  war,  upon  a  certificate  of 
■geoQ  at  Plattsburg  hospital,  shQwing  a  disability  in  consequence  of 
MlBre  of  his  left  arm  at  Washington  city  in  May,  1813,  while  in  the 
if  his  dnty.  This  is  a  material  discrepancy,  and  to  which  my  letter 
ih  January,  1838,  had  reference. 

Is  was  inscribed  on  the  roll  in  1815,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  hospital 
MRk  above  referred  to,  without  any  other  evidence  whatever  that  the 
Sty  was  occasioned  in  the  manner  desi^ated ;  nor  was  it  shown 
I  vhat  proof  the  hospital  surgeon  could  certify  that  he  had  been  injured 
a  service  at  Washington  city  in  May,  1813.'* 

lie  cnnmittee  therefore  recommend  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
te  indefinitely  postponed, 
rifti?es,phBteK. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


February  S^  1840.  1  ^ 

^ubmittwl^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

wmiiteM  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  which  was  referred  the  veftfton 
mean  Oiron^  praying  permission  to  locate  a  tract  of  land^  make 
Bowing  report  : 

it  appears  the  petitioner  holds  a  warrant  for  one  thousand  acres  of 
anted  by  the  State  of  Geoi^ia  to  John  Thompson  Lawjreis,  signed 
L  Donelson  and  John  Sevier,  two  of  the  commissioners  appointm  by 
.  under  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  February,  1784,  to  examine  the 
r,  quality,  and  circumstances  of  the  land  lying  in  what  was  called 
id  of  the  Tennessee.  It  also  appears,  from  the  statement  of  the 
ar,  that  this  warrant  was  grant^  to  said  Lawyers  for  services  rea- 
1  surveying  anterior  to  the  Yazoo  sales.  On  the  14th  of  August, 
le  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Le^slature  of  Georgia: 
(ofoeoE,  That  each  of  the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  Tennessee 
I,  who  have  actuall v  attended  to  their  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  £ve 
d  acres  of  land  in  tne  district,  as  a  gratuity  and  lull  compensation 
r  trouble  therein,  and  shall  and  may  have  a  warrant  of  survey  for 
e  to  them  respectively ;  that  John  Call  shall  also  be  entitled  to  three 
d  acres,  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble,  and  may  have  a  war- 
survey  for  the  same." 

:l  be  seen,  from  the  above  resolution,  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
liegislature  to  provide  for  those  persons  who  were  selected  by  the 
sioners  to  assist  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 
le  resolution  of  Georgia  of  the  ^th  of  February,  1784,  the  commis- 
were  authorized  "  to  grant  warrants  of  not  more  than  a  thousand 
i>^,  upon  bond  and  security  being  given  for  the  payment  of  one- 
fa  dollar  per  acre,"  The  petitioner  does  not  produce  any  evidence 
s  requisition  of  the  State  was  ever  complied  with,  but  expressly 
lat  *•  the  warrant  was  granted  for  services  rendered,"  for  which  the 
sioners  were  not  authorized  to  make  a  grant ;  nor  does  he  say  why 
i  was  not  surveyed,  or  give  any  satisfactory  reason  why  the  United 
liould  at  this  time  authorize  the  land  to  be  survejred  for  him. 
committee,  having  already  j^one  fully  into  the  history  of  this  class 
s^  in  their  report  upon  the  claim  of  Barclay,  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
thiojg  further  in  this  cose,  and  therefore  recommend  the  adoptum 
UowiDfl;  resolution  : 

!ssd;  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
ivaiypniiters. 


j   4  t  • 
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REPORT 

rROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

IN  COMPUINCE  WITH  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  fiEKATE, 

rddim  to  the  pa  lament  of  Goi^emment  drafts  by  the  deposite  banks  since 
the  general  rcstimption  of  specie  payments  in  1838. 


February  28, 1840. 
Leid  OQ  the  lable,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  February  26, 1840. 
>ir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  compliance 
hthe  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  December  30,  1839  : 
^recf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  cause  in* 
rieito  be  made  of  the  deposite  banks,  since  the  general  resumption  of 
repayments  in  1838,  whether  the  Government  drafts  which  have  beea 
I  bf  disbursing  officers,  agents,  or  contractors,  have  been  usually  paid  in 
oe;  and,  if  so,  all  the  particulars  as  to  the  several  sums  and  total 
Nttt  paid,  and  to  whom  paid,  and  when,  as  nearly  as  can  be  stated." 
OBiediately  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  inquiries  directed 
9  instituted.    The  replies  received  are  herewith  transmitted,  in  letters 
Dbered  from  1  to  22,  from  the  several  banks  which  have  at  any  tiai» 
%  Ao^st,  1838,  been  employed  either  as  general  or  special  depositories^ 
am,  8ir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury^ 
1)0.  R.  M.  Johnson,  Vice  President 

of  the  United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


No.  1- 

Maine  Bank, 
Portland^  January  7, 18401 

It:  In  answer  to  your  circular  f addressed  to  the  Piscataqua  Bank,  and 
cted  on  the  envelope  to  this  bank)  of  the  2d  instant,  we  say  this  bank 
had  bat  very  small  deposites  since  the  commencement  of  specie  pay« 
to  geoenllyi  which  was  some  time  in  June  or  Julv,  1838 ;  we  com* 
ced  on  the  27th  of  December,  1837.  We  had  at  that  time  not  over 
ItlUfWiprinttrai. 
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$20  ;  afterwards,  some  small  deposites  were  made,  and  paid  to  the  Treas- 
urer's drafts  in  specie,  or  our  bills,  to  their  satisfaction.  Our  deposites 
have  not  been  over  $1,070  at  any  time  since  specie  payments  were  resumed 
in  1838. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  NEWHALL,  President. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


No.  2. 


Commercial  Bank, 
Portsmouth,  January  9, 1840. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  your  circular  of  the  2d  instant,  containing  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  of 
the  several  deposite  banks  since  the  general  resumption  ot  specie  paymenti 
in  1838,  whether  the  Government  drafts  which  have  been  sold  by  disbura- 
ing  officers,  agents,  and  contractors,  have  been^usually  paid  in  specie ;  andi 
if  so,  all  the  particulars  as  to  the  several  sums  and  total  amount  paid,  and 
when,  as  nearly  as  can  be  stated. 

To  which  I  would  respectfully  reply,  that  there  was  deposited  in  the 
Commercial  Bank,  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  the  25th  day 
Of  March,  1839,  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  which  was  drawn  for  by  him 
between  that  date  and  the  21st  of  May,  1839,  in  seven  drafts,  in  £ivoraf 
the  navy  agent  at  this  place  and  other  public  officers ;  nearly  all  the  pio* 
eeeds  of  which  were  again  deposited  by  them  in  the  Commercial  Bank,  and 
drawn  out  by  checks,  which  were  paid  in  the  bills  of  the  bank  or  in  specM^ 
HI  the  option  of  the  holders,  but  were  principally  paid  in  the  bills  ot  ihl 
Ixink.  And  the  same  course  has  been  pursued  by  the  bank  in  paying  oil 
the  deposites  of  all  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government.  It  if  DOt 
possible  to  say  what  proportion  of  these  deposites  was  paid  in  specie^  M 
specie  is  always  paid  when  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  WALDRON,  President. 

lion.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  IVeasury,  Washington. 


No.  3. 


PiscATAauA  Bank,  January  9, 1840. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  resolution  contained  in  your  circular  of  tto 
Sd  instant,  I  would  state,  that  none  of  the  Government  drafts  on  this  iarir 
lution  have  been  required  or  paid  in  specie. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  LORD,  Cashier. 
^  Jlon.  Lb: VI  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  4. 

McKCHANTs'  Bank, 

Boston,  January  8, 1840. 
:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
ant,  submitting  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
and  requesting  me  to  furnish  the  Treasury  Department  with  the 
ation,  in  detail,  called  for  by  said  resolution,  so  far  as  respects  drafts 
xiblic  money  in  this  bank. 

r^y,  I  have  to  state  that  all  drafts  on  this  bank,  presented  within 
riod  referred  to  by  the  resolution,  have  been  paid  in  specie  or  specie 
and  that  we  have  no  knowledge  that  any  of  the  Government  arafts 
I  bank,  in  favor  of  disbursing  officers,  agents,  and  contractors,  have 
^Id  or  exchanged  for  other  than  specie  funds. 
I,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  President. 
.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  5. 


Bank  of  America,  January  7,  1840. 
:  I  have  received  your  printed  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  with 
ft  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  calling  for  certaia 
itbn  relative  to  the  payment  of  particular  Government  drafts  oa 
te  banks  since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  1838  ;  and  you 
t  me  to  furnish  you  with  information,  in  detail,  as  called  for  by  the 
ion,  so  far  as  respects  the  Treasury  drafts  upon  this  bank,  within  the 
xeferred  to. 

Hild  comply  with  your  request  with  much  pleasure,  if  it  were  in  my 
to  do  so  in  the  former  manner  specified  in  the  resolution  ot  the  Sen- 
»ut  I  have  to  regret  that  we  have  not  the  means  now  in  our  possession 
Ue  me  to  give  you  the  particular  information  required. 
fty  state  to  you,  however,  in  general  terms,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
Qount  of  the  Treasury  drafts  on  this  bank,  since  the  resumption  of 

payments  in  May,  1838,  have  been  paid  in  specie.  Many  of  the 
were  thus  paid  to  individuals  presenting  them ;  and  others,  and  per- 
he  larger  amount,  to  banks  that  held  them ;  but.  we  are  now  unable  fp 
the  parties  generally  to  whom  the  payments  were  made,  or  to  speci- 
amounts  of  specie  paid  to  them  respectively. 
Bive  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 
D.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  S.,  Washington. 

S.  Permit  me  to  add,  that,  as  the  Treasury  drafts  paid  by  this  bank 
generally,  if  not  always,  endorsed  by  the  party  to  whom  the  payment 
oade,  a  reference  to  the  drafts  themselves,  which  we  have  transmitted 
our  accounts  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  would 
My  fumish  some  of  the  information  required. 

Yoim,  G.  li. 
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No.  6. 

Brooklyn  Bank,  January  7,  1840. 
Dear  Sir  :  We  received  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant,  inquiring  whether 
Government  drafts  on  us,  since  the  general  resumption  of  specie  payments 
in  1838,  have  been  usually  paid  in  specie  ;  and,  if  so,  the  particnlanr  of 
these  payments.  In  reply  to  this  inquiry,  I  would  beg  leave  to  state,  that 
the  bank  has,  in  all  cases,  proffered  the  specie  to  the  holders  of  drafts  OQ 
us,  but  in  many  instances  our  paper  was  preferred.  I  am  altogether  unaUe 
to  state  the  amount  actually  paid  in  specie,  or  the  holders  to  whom  it  wtf 
paid,  not  having  made  any  distinction  in  our  records  of  their  payments. 
Respectmlly,  yours, 


Levi  Woodbury,  Esq., 

iSecreiary  of  the  Treasury, 


ABRM.  IIALSEY,  Cashier. 


No.  7. 


Manhattan  Company, 
New  York,  January  11,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  herewith,  as  directed,  a  statemeat  ■■' 
of  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on  this  company  from  .] 
the  9th  May,  1838,  to  the  31st  December,  1839,  with  all  the  particulars  oar  1 
books  contain.  Our  practice  has  been  to  record  the  number,  date,  and  ia 
whose  favor  each  was  issued  ;  there  is  no  record  to  whom  paid  ;  I  thiok  ^ 
they  were  generally  collected  by  banks.  By  a  reference  to  the  canodM 
drafts  returned  to  the  Treasurer,  the  last  endorser  will  show  to  whom  ptii 

All  drafts,  without  an  exception,  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unitel 
States,  since  the  9th  May,  1838,  on  this  company,  liave  been  paid  in  spedfl^ 
or  in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  at  the  option  of  the  person  preseotiof 
the  drafts. 
,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  WHITE,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbwby, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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nusHt  of  Tnaswry  drafts  paid  by  the  Manhattan  Oampany,  New  York, 
m  the  lOtA  of  May,  1838,  to  the  Z\st  of  December,  1839,  induaioe.in 
tie  or  its  equivaknt. 


SL 

17 

25 
29 


Draft  to  R.  Fletcher 


10 


11 


12 


13 


« 
« 


(( 


K 


same 
Cashier  Manhattan  Company 
J.  J.  Fennell 
Edward  Ralph 
O,  Beatty     - 
P.  Downing 
H.  Camerdcn 
Greenway  &.  Co. 
John  Manning 
R.  Johnson 
G.  W.  Toland 

Cashier  Manhattan  Company 
Nathaniel  Pope 
Thomas  L.  Smith    - 
William  Costin 
Robert  Mickler 
V.  A.  Dickins 
G.  H.  Looker 

same 
George  [^yajl 
Richard  Smith 
J  (j'owperthwaitc 
Richard  Smith 
Rawdon,  Wright,  &.  H. 
W.  H.  Brockcubrongli 
William  Prout 
S.  I).  Fletcher 
G.  W.  Tryon 
W.  W.  Tredway       - 
J.  Hunnenck 
John  M.  Blessing     - 
»S.  liansingjjr. 
R.  F.  Poe     - 
H.  M.  Patton 

John  H.  Prentiss,  attoir>ey   - 
Thomas  R.  Suter     - 
W.  R.  Montgomery 
W,  Fowlo  <fc  Son     - 
J.  K.Tifft    - 
Charles  Neale 
Jajiii's  Mrii»k  n  - 

J.  li.  Williams 
P.  v.,  Daniel 
William  Costin 
iame 


$17  34 

76  47 

16,998  77 

7,000  00 

21  66 

20  55 

10,544  79 

63  00 

500  00 

5,614  95 

105  43 

1,000  00 

1,125  00 

250  00 

845  03 

1,380  84 

1,250  00 

1,600  00 

1,500  00 

300  00 

10,000  00 

1,125  00 

1,125  00 

1,125  00 

1,345  01 

3,915  00 

625  00 

358  52 

1,781  25 

363  22 

700  00 

40  00 

3,556  53 

500  00 

1,125  00 

28  66 

90  00 

250  00 

600  00 

28  33 

201  10 

25,000  00 

240  00 

460  00 

1,872  99 

376  00 
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1838. 

July  13 

Draft  to  Ely  Moore    - 

- 

- 

• 

a 

W.  B.  Carter 

- 

- 

14 

a 

J.  Pindney   - 

- 

- 

] 

16 

u 

R.  S.  Coxe  - 

- 

- 

cc 

William  Patterson 

- 

- 

cc 

same 

- 

- 

17 

iC 

D.  Bedinger,  paymaster 

^ 

IJ 

u 

E.  K.  Bamum 

- 

. 

a 

J.  L.  Schoolcraft 

. 

- 

18 

u 

D.  T.  Patterson 

- 

. 

4 

iC 

A.  C.  Myers 

- 

- 

J» 

Cl 

J.  M.  Wyse 

- 

- 

li 

N.  Jones 

- 

- 

u 

W.  Taylor,  attorney 

- 

u 

R.  Smith      - 

- 

. 

21 

ic 

W.  L.  Poole 

- 

. 

i 

a 

A.  Hyatt       - 

- 

- 

a 

E.  Case 

- 

- 

u 

D.  S.  Miles  . 

. 

. 

a 

R.  F.  Coe     - 

. 

« 

i 

a 

R.  Smith      - 

. 

. 

u 

R.  W.Lee    - 

- 

- 

u 

F.  P.  Gardiner 

- 

- 

11 

T.  Hendenhall 

- 

. 

23 

iC 

James  Mankin 

. 

- 

« 

u 

G.  M.  Walker 

- 

. 

!• 

25 

u 

William  Costin 

- 

- 

t 

cc 

same 

- 

- 

cc 

same 

- 

- 

* 

26 

cc 

H.  E.  Leman 

- 

- 

- 

, 

27 

cc 

C.  Davidson 

- 

. 

28 

c( 

John  Thompson,  jr 

. 

- 

(( 

F.  Patrick    - 

- 

- 

30 

cc 

A.  Cummings 

- 

- 

cc 

W.  Maynadier 
R.  T.  P.  Allen 

- 

- 

Aug.    1 

cc 

- 

- 

u 

same 

- 

- 

2 

cc 

J.  M.  Caldwell,  attorney 

- 

cc 

George  Law 

- 

- 

cc 

J.  Thompson 

- 

- 

Cl 

J.  Kavenaugh 

- 

- 

3 

cc 

same 

- 

- 

cc 

Cashier  Manhattan 

Company 

1 

4 

u 

D.  Springer  and  others 

- 

, 

.8 

iC 

W.  C.  Saunders 

- 

- 

cc 

M.  A.  Patrick 

- 

- 

9 

cc 

John  Page    - 
Charles  F.  Wood 

. 

- 

1 

10 

Cl 

» 

«. 

a 

J.  Garland    • 

m 

m 

■- 

Itis-j 
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1838. 

ff.  10 
11 
13 


14 
15 
17 

18 

20 
21 
22 

SI 

as 

«7 


28 

ipt  3 

4 

6 

6 

11 

12 

15 

18 

19 
81 


Draft  to  J.  S.  Hathaway 
N.  D.  Curtis 
Rictiard  Smith 
M.  M.  Clark 

same 

same 
C.  H.  Smith 


u 
u 

iC 

il 
u 
a 


mI 


<( 
(( 
<( 

u 
« 

« 

« 
u 
u 
« 

« 
« 
(( 
(( 
u 
u 
It 
u 

iC 

<( 
« 

« 
<( 
<( 
<( 
« 
it 

(C 

<( 
<( 
« 
i( 
« 
u 
u 
u 
u 


same  .  .  . 

same 

same 

same 
E.  J,  Kelso  -  -  .  . 

A.  B.  Maurv  .  .  . 

M.  M.  Clark 

Cashier  Manhattan  Company 
R.  Crooks    •  .  .  . 

John  Page    .... 
Suydam,  J  ,  &  Co.  - 
Farmers  &.  Planters*  BTc,  Baltimore 
Union  Bank,  Tennessee 
James  Campbell 

N  Cannon  -  -  - 

Major  I.  Clark 
J.  J.  Singleton 

same  .  .  . 

John  Cation 

John  Page    .... 
George  H.  Crosman 
E.  A.  Hitchcock 

same  ... 

C.  H.  Smith 
S.  P.  Heintzelman  - 
C.  H.  Smith 

same  ... 

R.  Coveny   .... 
W.  W.  Corcoran 
M.  D.  Canfield 
T.  Swords    .... 

same  -  -  . 

Cashier  Manhattan  Company 
James  Pointz 

R.King        .  .  .  . 

W.  H.  Shaw 
C.H.Smith 
S.  Waterman 

T.  Martin     .... 
R.  P.  Marvin,  attorney 
C.H.  Smith 


$4,750 

6,600 

626 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10^0 

348 

1,066 

10,000 

16,000 

6,000 

10,000 

102 

2440 

3,000 

14 

447 

27,330 

2,000 

2,000 

1426 

20,000 

10,700 

27,400 

6,000 

10,000 

9,000 

10,000 

IQfiOO 

484 

60,000 

162 

3^00 

20,000 

10,000 

1,600 

16^000 

276 

10,000 

8,000 

2,000 

23 

3i 


60 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

67 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

02 

00. 

86 

20 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

90 

00 

60 

00 

00 

00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00 

22 
0» 
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■  18^8. 

•Sept  26 

Draft  to  Nancy  Wood,  widow,  &c. 

. 

fifl 

27 

a 

D.  Alexander 

^ 

1 

'Oct     2 

(€ 

S.  B.  Dewey 

(c 

G.  Talcott,  lieutenant  colonel 

■! 

ii 

H.  Whiting 

. 

6,0( 

5 

ii 

E.  K,  Barnum 

. 

1( 

6 

u 

J.  B.  Clark  - 

. 

If 

8 

u 

Cashier  Manhattan  Company 

1,15 

10 

u 

C.  Howard  - 

. 

2,0( 

12 

ti 

Samuel  Beaumont    - 

. 

IJ 

16 

iC 

M.  M.  Clark 

. 

10,0( 

24 

u 

Thomas  Eakin 

. 

s 

27 

u 

L.  H.  Blakely 

- 

«; 

29 

u 

W.  0.  Kelly 

- 

1( 

«Nov.    6 

ii 

M.  M.  Clark 

. 

10,0( 

28 

it 

S.  B.  Marshall 

. 

1J5( 

•  Dec,  11 

ii 

H.  Ii.  Turnoy 

- 

< 

12 

a 

John  A.  Hyde 

- 

If 

u 

H.  B.  Miller 

- 

s 

31 

a 

M.  M.  Clark 

- 

10,0( 

1839. 

<Jan.     4 

u 

T.A.Lea    - 

- 

i 

6 

ii 

J.  K.  P.  Mansfield   - 

- 

5,6C 

7 

ii 

James  Montgomery  - 

. 

14 

9 

a 

Cashier  Manhattan  Company 

1,15 

11 

ii 

J.  R.  Livingston,  jr. 

- 

10,6t 

a 

J.  Anthony  - 

- 

2,0C 

«           18 

ii 

H.  A.  Fay    - 

- 

IjBi 

19 

ii 

T.  J.  Leslie 

- 

7,2t 

21 

a 

Thomas  Johns 

- 

5,0C 

26 

ii 

C.  O.  Collins 

. 

6,0( 

28 

ii 

James  S.  Johnson     - 

- 

6,7f 

a 

William  Costin 

- 

5,(X 

ii 

same 

- 

10^ 

■reb.    2 

a 

C.  M.  Watson 

- 

3,6iO 

9 

ii 

A.  J.  Swift   - 

- 

6,S0 

25 

ii 

0.  B.  McNeill 

- 

4,01 

a 

W.  J.  Cowan 

. 

6,0C 

26 

a 

A.  J.  Swift   . 

. 

2,« 

*  Mbt.    6 

a 

Cashier  Manhattan  Company 

3flC 

11 

(( 

Tucker  <fc  L. 

. 

1,22 

12 

C( 

E.  T.  Inglesby 

- 

37,e( 

13 

(( 

J.  Mankin     - ' 

. 

26,(X 

14 

a 

W.  Costin    . 

. 

13,31 

16 

ii 

L.  L.  Van  Kleeck     - 

- 

a,6C 

19 

a 

S.  liansing,  jr. 

- 

ii,a 

20 

a 

J.  R.  Livingston,  jr* 
J.  K.  P.  Mansfield   ► 

- 

7JK 

i.         26 

a 

" 

'5,00 
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26 

Draft  to  M.  liarner    - 

$7,412  68 

a 

J.  Mankiii 

. 

- 

- 

3,629  13 

i( 

G.  Loyall      - 

- 

- 

- 

2,792  62 

96 

a 

Depeyster  &  W. 
J.  M.  Hill     - 

.. 

- 

- 

80  00 

27 

ii 

. 

. 

$3,000 

u 

S.  Knapp 

- 

- 

21,000 

a 

J.  M.  Bass    . 

- 

- 

6,000 

30,000  00 

89 

a 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

33,297  49 

30 

u 

J.  Hiiske 

. 

- 

6,000  00 

u 

H. Johnson 

- 

- 

600  00 

ti 

B.  King       - 

- 

- 

14,400  00 

it 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

81,379  14 

1 

u 

same 

- 

24,494  01 

a 

J.  W.  Campbell 

> 

. 

4,980  00 

u 

James  Webb 

. 

. 

675  00 

2 

ii 

J.  M.  Bass    - 

- 

. 

17,500  00 

u 

T.  Martin     - 

. 

- 

2,700  00 

3 

« 

W.  J.  Wortli 

. 

. 

600  00 

u 

E.  Harding 

. 

. 

600  00 

4 

a 

T.  B.  W.  Stockton 

- 

- 

9,426  00 

u 

same 

. 

. 

5,128  00 

a 

W.  J.  Cowan 

. 

* 

10,000  00 

6 

u 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield 

. 

- 

1,900  00 

t 

a 

William  Costin 

. 

. 

6,807  50 

a  . 

same 

„ 

. 

652  00 

i( 

M.  Liirner     - 

. 

. 

3,821  88 

iC 

George  Thonias 

« 

. 

433  73 

ii  . 

same 

. 

• 

2,013  50 

ii 

same 

» 

_ 

958  34 

ii 

same 

. 

2,070  00 

8 

u 

same 

. 

. 

358  34 

ii 

Cashier  Manhattan 

Company 

1,125  00 

ii 

George  Thomas 

. 

m 

2,967  14 

a 

same 

_ 

_ 

1,651  69 

ii 

same 

» 

_ 

1,600  00 

ii 

same 

« 

„ 

399  38 

11 

a 

K.  Stubbs     - 

. 

. 

1,000  00 

12 

ii 

J.  Adams 

_ 

* 

3,489  73 

16 

ii 

J.  McKeon   - 

. 

. 

1,000  00 

18 

ii 

J.  M,  Hernandez 

• 

. 

4,061  40 

it 

R.  Ela 

- 

. 

600  00 

19 

iC 

Elbert  Herring 

. 

• 

20,000  00 

a 

ii 

M.  M.  Clark 

. 

. 

10,000  00 

a 

(jJeorge  Thonias 

. 

- 

600  00 

s 

n 

T.  R,  Gedney 

• 

- 

2,000  00 

a 

J.  Mankin     - 

. 

- 

228  00 

«< 

J.  Cruttenden 

. 

• 

3,182  21 

a 

u 

A.  Belmont 

- 

- 

5,626  00 

I  236  ] 
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1839. 

Aprils 

Diaftl 

to  Moyamensing  Bank 

- 

- 

$6, 

u 

same 

- 

- 

I. 

li 

B,  F.  Stuli  -  ' 

. 

- 

u 

Moyamensing  Bank 

- 

- 

4 

26 

ii 

Pairaers  &  Mechanics' 

B'k,Gteorge 

♦n 

ti 

U,  A,  F,  Davenport 

- 

- 

27 

u 

George  Thomas 

. 

. 

2 

29 

a 

S*  D.  Langtree 

. 

- 

(( 

George  W_  Cnunp    - 

- 

- 

1 

30 

a 

A.  X  Swift   - 

^ 

.  ' 

1 

May     1 

u 

Daniel  Boyd 

- 

- 

1 

2 

a 

J.  <fc  J.  Watson 

^ 

. 

tt 

W,  Mead      > 

^ 

^ 

u 

W,  Noland  - 

_ 

. 

10 

a 

J*  R.  Livingston,  jr- 

- 

- 

7 

3 

<< 

R,  Smith      - 

. 

. 

4 

u 

M,  Nourse    - 

, 

^ 

1 

6 

a 

Senunes  &  M» 

, 

» 

a 

Richard  Bennett 

. 

* 

U 

7 

a 

Tliomas  J.  Leslie     * 

- 

. 

u 

«« 

same 

^ 

6 

u 

E.  S.  Sibley 

- 

- 

3 

n 

E.  M,  Loomis 

_ 

^ 

8  1 

u 

J.  T.  Sullivan 

* 

^ 

a 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

, 

U 

u 

J.  R  Livingston,  jn 

. 

. 

IS 

H 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

_ 

C 

a 

J*  R,  Livingston,  jr- 

- 

s 

11 

H 

P*  Johnson  &.  Son   - 

* 

* 

a 

S,  L,  Pitken 

^ 

,  1 

20 

13 

a 

George  Law 

^ 

^ 

19 

u 

E.  G.  Cava§h 

- 

" 

u 

Elbert  Hemng 

- 

, 

2C 

a 

H,  Thomas 

. 

. 

14 

it 

John  Tipton 

* 

. 

1 

15 

u 

A.  J,  Swift  - 

-, 

. 

1 

16 

a 

M,  Lamer     • 

_ 

. 

a 

H,  Swartwout 

_ 

1 

(t 

A.  Belmont 

* 

I 

17 

a 

P.  Ellis 

» 

18 

a 

J*  R,  Livingston  Jr. 

. 

91 

20 

u 

Manliattan  Company 

. 

€ 

a 

Ehas  Kane  - 

. 

Ifl 

21 

a 

Moyamensing  Bank 

* 

a 

same 

_ 

1 

.       22 

a 

R.  Smith 

« 

1 

44 

J.  R,  Livingston  Jr. 

- 

1 

ii 

R.  Smith      . 

„ 

1 

,    -38 

u 

Tucker  &  L. 

* 

11 
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ly  23 
24 
25 


28 

31 

I  1 

3 

3 

4 

6 

12 

13 


14 
15 

17 
18 

19 
20 


Draft  to  M.  Larner 


SI 


li 
it 

<( 
a 

H 

u 
a 
it 
a 
u 
li 
a 
<c 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
n 
it 
a 
a 
li 
n 
n 
it 
ii 
u 
it 
ii 

Ct 
C( 

i( 
ii 
li 
ii 
a 
U 


same 
M,  W.  Ash 

E.  Christian 
Samuel  D.  Patton    - 
J.  Cowan     - 

John  Ward  &  Co.    - 
J.  M.  W>  se  . 
W  B.  Bend 
Manhattan  Company 
J.  a  Wheeler 
W  C  Andrews 
J.  Y  Boinford 
Planters'  Bank,  Georgia 
W  J  Cowan 
J.  Knowles  - 
J.  C.  Niebuhr 
S.  P.  Gist     . 
J.  Adams 

J.  R.  Livingston,  jr. 
a  W.  Haywood       - 
J.  R.  Livingston,  jr. 
P  W.  Lendmm 
WUliam  S.  Coe 
Cieorge  Thomas 
John  Thomas 

F.  Cottenett 
O.  Daniel     - 
L.  Kochler  • 
J.  Regan 

H.  Bainbridge 

W.  Bestor     - 

R.  H.  Ross  - 

O.  M.  Dorman 

W.  E.  Asquith 

A.  Gordon    - 

E.  A.  Ogden 

C.  Calemard  &  Co. 

Robert  Johnson 

E.  Boynton 

W.  H.  Pettes 

Wolff*  H 

A.  Kaindler 

J.  K.  F.  Mansfield  - 

J.  H.  Trapier 

J.  Cruttenden 

Manhattan  Company 

Robert  Allen 

H.  a.  WiLBOB 


C«35J 


#625  70 

686  87 

836  00 

2,000  00 

4,000  00 

6^00  00 

846  34 

360  00 

696  96 

8,480  00 

3,600  00 

20fi00  00 

600  00 

lopoo  00 

BjOOO  00 

648  00 

10  00 

804  72 

1,260  00 

10,000  00 

214  43 

4,000  00 

6/)00  00 

6,126  73 

3,643  30 

8^  00 

108  24 

47  66 

236  76 

282  80 

100  00 

314  17 

200  00 

26,047  42 

200  00 

4,000  00 

2,100  00 

81  66 

116  92 

1,326  00 

1,000  00 

46  30 

662  66 
2,841  00 
3,690  00 

663  60 
838  26 
200  00 

89  oa 


[835] 
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ii 


T839. 

June  24 

Draft  to  Umber  &  D. 

- 

- 

$1, 

u 

Edward  Hardy 

- 

u 

O.  M.  Doraiaii 

- 

4, 

u 

C.  Harvier    - 

- 

u 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

164, 

(( 

Thomas  Easton 

- 

10, 

25 

u 

W.  C.  H.  Waddell  - 

- 

6. 

u 

S.  D.  Thompson 

- 

u 

M.  Wright    - 

- 

u 

Thomas  J.  Leslie     - 

- 

18, 

u 

Goodhue  &  Co. 

- 

26 

u 

Merchants  &  Farmers'  BTc,  Hartford 

1, 

u 

A.  Flint        - 

- 

- 

27 

ii 

E.  M.  Loomis 

- 

. 

28 

u 

C.  H.  Smith 

- 

. 

13: 

u 

W.  W.  Morris 

- 

- 

29 

u 

S.  Lloyd 

- 

- 

1, 

ii 

W.  B.  Cozzens 

- 

- 

ii 

B.  D.  Heriot 

- 

- 

July     1 

ii 

J.  C.  Nicbuhr 

- 

- 

ic 

J.  R.  Livingston,  jr. 

- 

- 

ii 

C.  Andrews 

- 

- 

50. 

a 

Charles  H.  Russell  - 

- 

. 

36i 

a 

J.  Eaton 

- 

- 

2, 

ii 

J.  W.  Judson 

- 

- 

1, 

2 

ii 

H.  Fowler    - 

- 

- 

a 

Chevorolat,  F.  &  Co. 

- 

- 

a 

J,  McCIennan 

- 

- 

3, 

6 

ii 

New|K>rt  Exchange  Bank 

- 

- 

9, 

n 

W,  H.  Pettes 

- 

- 

1, 

6 

a 

Edward  Hardy 

- 

- 

a 

A.  Waite       - 

- 

- 

1, 

a 

M.  Casey     - 

- 

- 

8 

ii 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

- 

48, 

a 

T.  S.  Brown 

- 

- 

1, 

n 

M.  W.  Thompson     - 

- 

- 

9 

a 

N.  Garrow     - 

- 

- 

4,| 

10 

ii 

E.  Ablon  ik  Co. 

- 

- 

ii 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

- 

1, 

a 

E.  Stubbs     - 

- 

. 

6,; 

" 

L.  Maillard  - 

- 

. 

11 

a 

John  Kennedy 

- 

- 

- 

it 

Saiimel  R.  Belts 

- 

- 

1 

n 

Taylor  &  Brothers  - 

- 

- 

12 

ii 

0.  R,  Metcalf 

- 

. 

i 

ii 

James  Dunlop          -  ^ 

- 

•     - 

i 

cc 

W.  Hardin   -           -       . 

- 

- 

1 

13 

(1  * 

J.  H:  MiUer " 

. 

. 

1  •'••: 

^      •  16 

N.AlFay    •• 

^ 

- 

•    1 

13 
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839. 

Ij  16 

Draft  to  J,  B.  Magruder 

- 

- 

$1,000  00 

16 

a 

J.  S.  Dancey 

- 

60  00 

it 

W.  Armstrong 

- 

600  00 

ti 

same 

- 

600  00 

a 

A.  Conkling 

. 

600  00 

17 

a 

W.  II.  Swift 

- 

10,000  00 

iC 

R.  P.  Williams 

. 

3,187  00 

a 

A.  Mann,  jr. 

- 

1,995  69 

18 

a 

James  S.  Green 

. 

60  06 

u 

R.  G.  Cole  - 

- 

6,000  00 

20 

ii 

F.  P.  Gardner 

• 

160  00 

22 

<i 

W.  G.  Williams 

. 

600  00 

u 

E.  H.  Ogden 

. 

2,400  00 

a 

A.  R.  Gould 

. 

30  76 

24 

u 

J.  P.  Osbom 

. 

69  00 

25 

(C 

W.  G.  Williams       - 

. 

67  00 

26 

u 

P.  Muhlenberg 

- 

10,000  00 

27 

a 

W^  G.  Williams       - 

- 

- 

353  00 

*   3 

a 

J.  D.  Vaughan 

- 

- 

6,750  00 

6 

u 

W.  S.  Holabird 

. 

50  00 

14 

i< 

S.  Norton     - 

. 

48  00 

17 

u 

K.  Blair       - 

. 

3,000  00 

7 

ti 

W.  W.  Tredway      - 

- 

244  53 

ii 

G.  Campbell 

- 

16  90 

12 

li 

A.  Elv 

. 

44  66 

13 

ii 

L.  J.  Beall   - 

. 

150  00 

16 

ii 

J.  R.  Livingston,  jr. 

- 

12,950  00 

27 

ii 

E.  G.  Hubbard 

. 

25  83 

28 

ii 

J.  (fc  A.  Kellv- 
J.  B.  Magruder 

. 

125  76 

29 

ii 

. 

.. 

1,000  00 

^  6 

a 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

- 

318  00 

a 

same 

. 

317  00 

:t  11 

a 

same 

. 

1,125  00 

18 

a 

E,  Trenor    - 

. 

160  00 

ii 

J.  H.  Vose   . 

. 

200  00 

ii 

H.  Bainbridge 

. 

200  00 

19 

a 

N.  B.  Haswell 

. 

2,600  00 

ii 

W.  W,  Chapman     - 

- 

4^  00 

21 

ii 

G.  G.  Coffin 

. 

17  26 

ii 

James  Greeu 

• 

200  00 

ii 

Vf.  Sherwood 

• 

200  00 

ii 

R.  H.  Ross  - 

. 

200  00 

22 

a 

R.  H.  Shotwell 

. 

171  32 

ii 

J.  L.  Beall  - 

• 

300  00 

24 

ii 

E.  Whiting 

. 

100  00 

25 

ii 

W.  G.  Freeman 

. 

160  00 

29 

ii 

A.  J.  Dallas 

• 

231  22 

ii 

M.  Lamer    - 

- 

1,083  33 

[296] 
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183d. 

Oct.   29 

Draft  to  M.  Lamer    - 

. 

«i 

30 

a 

J.  Peck 

. 

6 

31 

u 

W.  A.  Gordon 

• 

6 

Nov.    1 

u 

P.  H.  Gait   - 

. 

1 

(( 

McGingan  &  Son 

- 

2 

a 

John  C.  Niebuhr 

. 

4 

u 

J.  Pisk 

. 

7 

u 

Robert  Allen 

, 

1 

8 

u 

J  K*  Rives 

. 

5 

9 

a 

W  W  Corcoran 

. 

1 

11 

li 

Manhattan  Company 

- 

6,( 

13 

u 

N.  S,  Perkins 

. 

- 

1 

15 

ii 

Charles  Smith 

. 

. 

1 

21 

u 

A.  Nash       - 

„ 

„ 

29 

u 

John  Irwin  - 

- 

- 

1 

u 

same 

. 

. 

1 

30 

a 

R.  Parker    - 

- 

. 

10,( 

u 

W.  W  Coreoran 

. 

. 

\ 

u 

F.  Markoe 

. 

. 

Dec.    2 

u 

Charles  Mapes 

. 

. 

18,< 

u 

R.  B.  Ciiu^n 

- 

- 

# 

iC 

J.  Eveleth    - 

- 

- 

4 

3 

a 

M.  Puller     - 

. 

. 

1 

6 

a 

O.  J.  Camman 

. 

« 

« 

7 

u 

same 

. 

. 

: 

u 

W.  W.  Corcoran 

. 

. 

i 

9 

a 

J.  Welch      . 

. 

_ 

10 

u 

G.  Welch     - 

. 

. 

» 

13 

u 

E.  Harding 

- 

- 

( 

u 

A.  Gallup     - 

- 

- 

t 

u 

A.  W.  Doig 

. 

- 

' 

14 

a 

J.  Ryan 

P.  H.  Gait   - 

. 

. 

i 

16 

u 

. 

. 

T 

ii 

E.  Trenor    - 

. 

. 

i 

4 

u 

A.  Bainbridge 

- 

- 

i 

17 

ii 

L.J,  Beall   - 

. 

. 

) 

18 

ii 

W.  C.  Hall 

. 

. 

19 

a 

R.  H.  Ross 

. 

. 

t 
4 

ii 

J.  S.  Abeel 

. 

. 

• 

20 

ii 

W.  Courtes 

„ 

. 

a 

W.  Sherwood 

. 

, 

i 

21 

a 

G.  W.  Talcott 

. 

. 

J 

24 

ii 

J.  P.  Henry 

. 

- 

« 

ii 

A.  L.  Shephard 

- 

- 

a 

O.  Banta      - 

- 

.  - 

a 

H.  Fowler  - 

« 

. 

26 

a 

C.  R.  Gates 

. 

, 

i 

* 

(C 

R.  Johnston    ^ 

- 

■  - 

15  tS35] 
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Draft  to  W.  G.  Freeman 
"       J.  N.  Mackintosh    - 
"       Manhattan  Company 


$160  00 

875  00 

29,700  00 


2,123,100  10 


E.  E, 
r  York,  December  31, 1839. 

A.  T.  TIEBOUT,  Gen.  Br. 


No.  8. 


Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank, 

Albany^  January  7,  1840. 
:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  your  communication  of  the  2d  inst.^ 
resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate ;  in  answer  to  which,  1  would 
lat  we  have  no  record  and  no  recollection  of  any  demand  for  specie 
Client  of  a  single  Government  draft  since  the  resumption  in  1838. 
mid  add,  though  seemingly  unnecessary,  that  specie  would  have  been 
■d  it  been  asked  for ;  and  that  in  our  peusion  payments,  which  are  nu- 
i^we  pay  out  more  or  less  specie  in  every  payment,  as  a  necessary 
uence  of  not  paying  out  any  bills  of  lesr,  amount  than  $5. 
Ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  OLCOTT,  President. 
;•  Leti  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasuy. 


No.  9. 


Bank  op  Michigan, 

Detroit^  January  14, 1840. 

:  I  have  your  circular  of  the  2d  instant,  and  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
efrewith,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  several  drafts  drawn  by  the  Treas- 
f  the  United  States  upon  this  office  since  the  general  resumption  of 
payments  in  1838,  with  the  names  of  the  individuals  to  whom  payable, 
as  they  are  now  known  ;  with  the  remark,  that  these  several  drafts 
all  been  {^d  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent,  at  the  option  ot  the  bolder  of 
me. 
Hi  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  SANGER,  Cashier. 
Q.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury   U.  S, 


£836] 
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Memorandum  of  drafts  paid  by  the  Bank  of  Michigan^  drat 
TYeasurer  of  the  United  States  since  the  general  resnmption 
payments  in  1838,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  > 
the  United  States.  January  2,  1840. 


No.  of 
draft. 

No.  of  war- 
warrant. 

In  favor  o 

3,263 

384 

E.  P.  Hastings,  pension  agent    - 
R.  A.  Forsyth,  paymaster 

{ 

3,235 

276 

3,214 

264 

R.  A.  Forsyth,  paymaster 

3,272 

419 

Not  known        .... 

2,568 

7,802 

Not  known        .... 

2,534 

7,761 

Not  known        •           .            .            . 

3,786 

1,341 

Not  known        •           -            -            . 

6,690 

4,225 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis  -            -            - 

7,055 

4,672 

B.  F.  Larned,  paymaster 

7,337 

4,966 

E.  P.  Hastings,  pension  agent   - 
B.  F.  Larned,  paymaster 

7,795 

6,431 

8,011 

5,686 

Not  known        -            -            .            . 

7,779 

6,416 

Not  known        .... 

8,032 

5,707 

Not  known        -           .           .           . 

7,971 

5,642 

Not  known        .           .           .           • 

9,091 

6,841 

E.  P.  Hastings,  pension  agent    - 

— < — 

m 

H.  K.  SANGER,  C 


No.  10. 


MOTAMENSING  BaK: 

Philadelphia,  January  10 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  dated  2d  of  thii 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  and  the  resolution  adopted  by  tb 

1  be^  leave  to  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  the  amounts  drawn  on  A 

which  amounts  were  all  paid  in  specie,  when  demanded. 

The  warrants  upon  which  these  payments  have  been  made,  hav 
returned  to  the  Treasury  Department  on  settlements,  this  bank  ea 
nish  the  names  of  those  who  received  the  respective  amounts. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  SOLUS,  Prm 
Hon.  Leyi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 


17 
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^  €bnaft8  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  thiited  States  paid  by  the  Msya- 
fnensi7ig  Bankjfrotn  August  13, 1838,  to  January  1, 1840. 


of    P«LJ- 

Number  of 

Ainounr. 

Dale  of  pay- 

Nambitr   of 

AmoQQt, 

KDL 

dfail. 

m«tiL 

Jrnfl. 

\m. 

1839. 

alwr     3 

5,031       ; 

tl.OiS  00  : 

1  April         11 

7,242 

$14  57 

■bcr   31 

_ 

25  83  1 

15 

1,423 

4,248  58 

31 

_ 

taoooo 

15 

4,t*87 

12  45 

im. 

93 

1,459 

64  81 

iiy        B 

3,874 

130  00 

34 

7,401 

10  00 

IS 

G,59l 

76)i  97  ! 

35 

7,716 

m>  00 

14 

C,WO 

27  00 

26 

7,5ti4 

100  00 

U 

6,tia9 

72  22  , 

M»y             1 

7,207 

87  GO 

16 

l,32i 

1,060  00 

3 

1,510 

3,267  07 

in 

6.696 

*i,000  OO 

6 

8,184 

3,000  00 

17 

6,716 

'220  34 

X3 

4,813 

577  30 

16 

6,&e5 

40  00 

13 

8,134 

13  86 

IB 

8,596 

14,130  00 

13 

8,250 

15,000  00 

19 

3,975 

50  00 

14 

7,407 

13  44 

19 

4,006 

50  00 

15 

8,180 

25  61 

19 

6,740 

813  94 

15 

1,636 

5,100  00 

91  ; 

6,7Sil 

3,731  25 

17 

1,539 

6,000  00 

96 

4,069 

10,000  00 

17 

1,538 

1,150(0 

98 

6.7^ 

4^00 

90 

8,315 

^0  00 

fid' 

6,819 

IS, 855  59 

91 

8,229 

500  00 

» 

6.583 

11  53 

21 

8,286 

1,233  58 

30 

6,641 

1,8T2  00 

93 

4,9T7 

30  00 

nuT     B 

e,679 

10  00 

£9 

8,283 

33  75 

& 

6,676 

100  00 

30 

8,489 

690 

11 

\,7SQ 

600  OO 

Jtme            7 

8,261 

58  93 

18 

1,374 

4  33 

10 

8,613 

30  00 

90 

4,160 

U  30 

10 

8.603 

■21  94 

io 

4,145 

56,383  56 

10 

'       8,602 

35  00 

90 

4,146 

8,164  £r9 

10 

5,178 

90  OO 

91 

1,359 

100  00 

u 

8,5o6 

11  66 

SB 

4,165 

555  48 

11 

8,612 

90  OO 

Si 

4,166 

103  74 

19 

8,6^ 

13  33 

1^         i 

4,907 

10  00 

19 

8,631 

10  00 

i 

7,333 

31,780  OO 

13 

8,636 

99  00 

G 

3,965 

W  00 

13 

8,B55 

laaa 

6 

7,139 

8  73 

13 

8,661 

11 

11 
U 

7,463 

7,297 

12  00 

300  00 

U 
IS 

8,698 
8,240 

16 

1,4^ 

10,000  00 

i^ 

,8.611 

'  36  6& 

It 

7,llff 

100  00 

91 

8J45       1 

M 

fl&: 

4,3e& 

86  31 

97 

1^619 

S5 

7,660 

10,000  00 

1  my             5 

9.889 

loitoo 

15 

7,671 

90,000  00 

6 

5,369 

iS&OO 

9& 

4,1% 

210  33 

8 

8,915 

3,900  00 
175  00 

96 

7.«te     - 

M  00 

JO. 

&,379 

». 

7*Mfi 

36  00 

11 

8,962 

19;000  00 

96 

^,S50 

210  00 

13 

8,666 

69  n 

98 

4,408 

103  34 

IS 

8,307 

n  66 

30 

7,709 

657  43 

13 

d,St4 

60  CK) 

«           1 

7,669 

24  00 

13 

8,634 

40  00 

9 

7,7r*8 

300  00  ' 

16 

5,503 

50  00 

9 

7,771 

2,835  00 

16 

5,476 

50  00 

3 

4,366 

5,000  00 

16 

8,971 

39  51 

3 

7,087 

15  OH 

18 

8,965 

liOOOOO 

4 

4,474 

l,9f>0  00 

19 

5,537 

1,050  00 

B 

7,5^ 

25  54 

25 

8,961 

600  00 

9 

.      7,S4& 

o 

4IJ00 

m 

5,606 

10^0Q0  01> 

[«85  3 
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LIST— Continned. 


Date  of  pay- 

Number   of 

Amount. 

Date  of  pay- 

Number  of 

Affloi 

ment. 

draft. 

ment. 

draft. 

1839. 

1839. 

August 

3 

8,986 

830  00 

September  13 

3G4 

3 

8,630 

34  60 

14 

344 

5 

119 

6  35 

16 

517 

6 

163 

3,000  00 

16 

515 

9 

102 

41  50 

30 

562 

9 

128 

30  00 

31 

591 

13 

184 

683  01 

31 

634 

14 

148 

1«  33 

S3 

693 

14 

363 

1,800  00 

37 

635 

15 

130 

130  00 

38 

655 

16 

156 

170  00 

October        4 

350 

19 

311 

155  00 

7 

429 

19 

54 

1,000  00 

7 

556 

33 

183 

175  00 

11 

747 

33 

191 

10  00 

11 

697 

5 

33 

369 

15  00 

23 

788 

36 

313 

110  00 

30 

57 

38 

360 

580  00 

November  13 

746 

September 

9 
10 

415 
473 

1,697  00 
108  00 

December  23 

59 

- 

399 

No.  11. 

Merchants  and  Manufacturers'  Bank, 
Pittsburgh  January  11, 18 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptor  your  circular  < 
2d  instant,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  request  therein  contained,  her 
1  enclose  a  statement  of  the  several  draAs  paid  by  this  bank,  on  accoi 
fands  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  within  the 
s|)ecified.  With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  mfet,  I  hav^ 
to  say  that,  in  all  cases,  the  kind  of  funds  demanded  were  given ;  and 
majority  of  cases,  and  particularly  with  all  the  ^arge  drafts,  they  were  p 
checks  on  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  at  par ;  the  smaller  ones  wen 
either  in  specie,  or  funds  equivalent,  at  our  counter. 

As  we  nave  not  entered  on  our  books  the  particular  deecriptioii  of  i 
that  each  draft  was  paid  in,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  the  informttioii  i 
teCly  as  the  resolution  calls  for,-  but  hope  the  statements  hem  givei 
prove  satisfactory. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

).  CAROTHERS,  Cuk 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 
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[EncloBore  in  No.  11.] 


C«351 


ifts  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on  the  Merchants  and 
mmufactvrers*  Bank  of  Pittsbvrgh  since  the  general  resumption  of 
9ecie  payments  in  August,  1838. 


tvli^ 

No*      lissaeil  on  war- 

Tu  whom  paid. 

AmonDL 

lid. 

rani. 

ifia 

No. 

t  n 

3,959 

War,    1,443 

Robert  Moffii 

$13  3$ 

» 

*2,8K) 

Trea5.      1^5 

Bern.  Patron,  jr.           -               -              - 
Ashbarn  Hillary 

bOQ0 

1      3 

4,636 

War,    2,209 

37  7ff 

5 

4, 33(1 

do.       1,903 

JoUft  Irwin,  Bilornev   - 

53  38 

fi 

5»0<J^* 

do.       2,568 

William  WibtJD,  jr.,  atiorney    - 

13  33 

U 

3,637 

do.       1,211 

JatobKi^er                 -               ,               - 

20  00 

24 

5,341 

do.      2,751 

R.  W.  Poi:idej£kT,  attorney 

21  33^ 

SS 

3,^277  1 

do.      2,781 

F.  Lee,  capiain            -      '         _ 

100  00 

.       5 

3,M4 

do.       l,03C 

Isa^c  Young 

30  oa 

1^ 

3,«5 

Trtn>.      12-2 

Benjamin  PnMon,  jr*  - 

50  00 

19 

5,560 

War,    3.136 

F.  Lee,  eapmin            ^               _               * 

300  «> 

£S 

5,5S6* 

do.       3.165 

John  D.  Davi^,  aUorney 

39  74 

27 

5.5*4 

do.      3,123 

Jonahs  CHce                 -              -               * 

63  33 

99 

5.67** 

dn.       3,258 

Robert  Dickey,  aiiojoey 

34  99 

31 
3L 

5.348 

5,4fi9 

do.      2,978 
do,       3,0)9 

Ben  mm  in  Adam.^  attorney 
B.  W.  Poindexiar,  ^Uoniey 

30  00 
IB  OS 

r.     10 

5.775 

do.      3,337 

W  J I  i  tarn  W  ibon ,  j  r, ,  attor  ney    - 

lOttI 

19 

5,^39 

do,       3,41JI 

Dr.  R.  B.  Simpson      -              ,              _ 

90  0& 

96 

4,002 

do.       1,637 

Enos  W.  Newion 

41  oa 

27 

4,^ 

do.       1,869 

John  Conncll 

S3  U 

c^      4 

6,IU 

do.      3,645 

J.  Die  key,  attorn  ev      -               .              - 

11  86 

13 

6J10 

do.      3,639 

Mrri.  Marj  Huey        -               -              .  1 

90  00 

U 

6,e4e 

do,      3,773 

J.  W.  Kttilnian,  attorney           -             i»-\ 

265€ 

£1 

6,338 

do*      3,876  1 

I.  M-  Pcnnock,  attorney            -              i  j 

16  5S 

SI 

6,356 

do.      3,R94 

W.  Wilson  Jr..  attorney 

2000 

H 

5,410 

do.       2,974 

John  Wliiiile^ey,  alio mey 

um 

S4 

1,37:1 

Trea.^.  8,545 

Pr^ident  Merchnni.^  aud  MoBuracturen^' 
Bank  aiPitiifcorgli  ^ 

mm 

96 

6,4e»9 

War,    3,96a 

John  Snyder,  ailoroev 
J.  C.  Bidwell,  aiioniey 

10  0» 

31 
•ij  IS 

6,4M 

do.       4,072 

45  00 

6,6^4 

do.       4,901 

Isaac  M.  Pannoek,  attorney 

15  55 

18 

3,953 

Treaii.        64 

IL  H.  Lea^^iu            -             -             -  1 

250  00 

19 

6,G^ 

War.    4,210 

Alexander  Maibour^,  attorney  - 

30  09 

S3 

6,79U 

do.      5,404 

Captaifl  F.  Lee,  7ih  infantry     - 

130  OO 

Ptf    2 

4,390 

do.      1,968 

Hon.  Charles  Ogle     - 

15  00 

4 

6,9% 

do.      4.535 

Emmert,  Nelson,  t  Co. 

287^ 

6 

6,887 

do.      4.496 

C.  Bidwelt,  attorney    -               *               . 

26  6& 

7 

6,965 

do.      4,576 

U.  Higby,  aitorney     - 

13  51 

11 

7»023 

Treai  4,633 

Caj'hier  Merehant^i  and   Manufaciurcis' 
Bank  at  Pittsburgh  - 

8,500  00 

1* 

7,076 

War,    1,699 

G,  McKibbin,  mitiiary  storekeeper 

400  00 

m 

3,974 

Treas.      103 

Benjamin  Paaon.jr.   -              .              - 

50  00 

IB 

6,938 

War,    4,547 

Arnold  Pltimer,  attorney 

40W 

23 

6,199 

do.      4,082 

Edmund  Martin,  attorney 

F.  Lee,  captain  7ih  infantry       -              • 

48  60 

IS 

7,903 

do.      4,848 

£0  00 

OA   ft 

7.280 

do.      4,018 

M.  Tie  man,  president 

10,016  20 

5 

7.281 

do.      4,919 

M.  Tiernan  prtfsideoc 
Archibald  Woods,  president 

9,500  00 

9 

7,31^ 

do.      4,945 

3,100  09 

U 

7,474 

do.      5,098 

Richard  Biddle,  attorney 

1,0TSS1 

IB 

7,509 

do.      5,132 

J.  R.  Butlef,  military  storekeeper 

4,500  00 

19 

7,489 

do.      5,111 

Richard  BiddJe,  aitorocy 

45  7& 

19 

7.540 

1    do.      5,157 

C.  McKibhin,  miluary  storeke^pef 

700  00 

S3 

7,593 

do.      5,2^ 

P.  Lee,  captain  7th  infaniry 

100  00 

i& 

7,530 

do,      5,147 

Win.  Larimer,  attorney 

&3  32 

S5 

7,616 

do.       5,!a9 

J:  R.  Butler,  capiain    -              *               - 

1,200  09 

*I 

7,674 

do.      6,307 

M.  Tiernas,  pensioiL  s^cQt 

tO«Q09  00» 

[«»5] 
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DRAFTS,  &c.— Continued. 


ptjd. 


1639. 
April      1 
6 

8 

0 
10 
12 
13 
15 

h\ 
so 

2^ 


25 

30 
4 
4 


m&y 


Jtine 


Jtlf 


4 

7 
7 

n 

13 

16 
17 
21 
*il 
27 

sa 

3 
10 
10 
10 

to 

ID 
10 
14 
17 
11 

17 
17 
19 
19 
33 
2^2 
25 

ii5 

SW 
1 


7.724 

ii.77ii 
7,:SG 

4,531 

7,rt45 
7,HW 
4,B0U 
4,566 

6,7oy 

7,1)57 
7,979 
4,4-15 

y,oiG 

8,030 

4,558 

8,114 

Triinsfer 

8,147 

fl,150 
8,179 
8,183 

1,531 

H/278 
§,304 
fi,3^J0 
S,403 

B,409 
1,557 

6,413 
H,538 
ft,559 
4,U79 
4,9tt7 
5,ft17 
4,7ft4 
e,635 
t^,441 
8,673 

R,676 
6,677 
8,(>43 
8,713 
8,414 
1,601 
J,6i23 

e,777 
4,9Hn 


Issued  on  war- 
rauL 


do. 

Trcas. 

War, 

do. 

War, 

do. 

Jo. 

du, 

Trerw. 
War, 

do. 

dt>. 

Treas. 
War, 

War, 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

War, 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 


No. 
5,:^70 
4,31*3 
5,132 

53 

G,4H:i 

4,Hirj 

IJI 

4,iei<p 

4,303 
5, Gil) 
5,650 

5,g:ii 

5,695 

5,618 
S3 
5,810 
'2,317 
5,&15 

5,W9 
5,873 
5,H7G 
5,014 
8,785 

5,904 
5,9f>a 
6,018 
6,045 
6,133 


do. 

6,140 

Novy, 

8,»UH 

War, 

6,144 

do. 

6,ino 

do. 

6,293 

Treas 

1,310 

do. 

l,3i3 

do. 

1,375 

do. 

1,091 

War, 

6,360 

do. 

6,178 

do. 

6,4frl 

^0. 

6,«7 

do. 

6,411 

do. 

6,370 

do. 

6.447 

i!a 

6,145 

Wavv. 

8,B50 

do. 

e,S70 

War, 

G.liM 

Trmii 

1,33G 

War, 

6,581 

To  whom  paid. 


T  h  [  m\  as  J  tin  k'ioii ,  *^i  t  o  rney 
Wi  n  i  a  ra  M .  Bel  1 ,  n  itt^rn  ev 
Casliier    Mcrchani^i  an  J  Manufacmrcrs' 

11  n  n  k  of  P  i  usb  u  i»]l  -  ,  _ 

Cliark^s  i?huler  -  -  - 

I^aiiib  Dickey,  attome)' 
J.  W.  Aldeo,  auoraey 
Denj.  PoUuu,]r,  ,  _  _ 

11.  IL  Leavui 
Tliuinas  Hecrj^  atiorney 
I  Charli?s0^1CiflUorDcy 
'  CliamUrrs  McEibbin,  fnilirarysiorckeepgr 
j  F.  Lcc,  captain  7th  ininmry 
Seih  Salifibiij-y 
Captain  J.  R,  Builer,  acting  assisiant  com* 

nussarv  of  sub>i>teijce 
EiTimerl,'Nehoii,  &Co. 
C.ipi.  R.  S,  Dij,  assistant  qimnennaslcr    - 
Aloxaridtr  CaJdwcll    - 
William  Holmes,  aitorney 
FiankJai  Back  of  Bail  Jmore 
Cashier  Merchanis  and   Manufaciurers' 

Bankof  Pitisbiifgh - 
Chambers  McKilibiii,  military  siorekeeper 
Thomas  JacksoD,  attorney 
J.  C.  Bid  we  V},  ftUomey 
J.  R.  BuikT,  uiilitary  storekeeper 
President  Merdioiiis  and  Manufaclurm' 

Bank         -  -  -  > 

J.  B.  Musser,  aitomey 
Thomas  Jack-^on,  aiturney 
Hal  lender  Irvine,  Com,  Gtn,  ol  PurchB5es 
Captain  F.  Lee,  7ih  infantry 
Cashier   MerchanL'S    and  Manufa<;tDrcra' 

Bank         .  -  ,  _ 

a  MeKibbin 

M.  W.  Ash  -  -  -  . 

Hart  IL  Leaviu,  aiiorncy 
Samuel  Church,  auoniey 
J.  R.  Rutler,  miLilary  storekeeper 
John  HflH     -  ,  r. 

John  S.  Wibon 

John  FL  Ykm  -  ^  . 

David  EioETe  -  •  _ 

J.  M.  D.  Black?«ock,  mtorney    - 
Mary  W.  Huey  ^  - 

J.  R.  Builer,  actiag  a^i?;taiit  commu^aiy 

of  subsistence  -  *  _ 

C.  McKibbin,  tmiitary  storekeeper 
William  Wd^oB^  n:torney 
Calender  Itvine^  Coin.  Gen,  of  Pnrclktscs 
William  Dnim,  attorney 
Hugh  Lusk,  aiioroey  -  -  * 

M.W.Ash 
President  Me  rch  an  IS  and  Maauf&ciitt«fB' 

Bank         -  ^  -  . 

Ca .shier  Merchants   anU   ManufftciofciB^ 

Bank         -  -  ,  - 

Sanders  Fari^  aitoraoy 
Cn shier  Merebmts   aad   MasufftamreiB* 

Bonk       -  *  .  , 


AtnoonL 


5,000  0) 
300  00 

SfiOO 

50  CO 
^250  00 

4a  00 

13  39 
4O(»0» 

150  00 
1,000  00 

300  00 

mm 

4,400  00 
40)  Oa 

bQoa 
Go.ooa^ 

&,»0  09 

5,000  0» 

319 

14  64 
3,500^ 

1S0 

90  00 

19,49411 

mm 

9,iOOOI 

imm 

3,649  31 
4iOO 
^«» 

6,000  •» 

^162  m 

050  OO 

SSOOfr 

14  94 

90  01 

800  «i 

1.7W# 

48» 

lAli 

mm 

^,500  01 

mm 
e,4o»« 
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DRAFTS,  &c.— Continued. 


0  i»J?  t 


WfaBL 

Nq, 

Issued  on  war- 

To  whom  paid. 

Amount. 

id. 

rant 

A. 

No. 

S 

8.377 

Wur,    6,107 

Til 0 mas  Van  Horn,  attorn*?     - 

S33  06 

B 

1,6*29 

Navy,    8,8fil 

M.  \V.  Asli  -               *               . 

8,900  oa 

13 

8,9&l 

War,     6,703 

Rev.  Ri>heri  PaUehfOn,  atlorapy 

10  oa 

IS 

&,533 

Trea5,      2Ufl 

Arnold  Plumer           -               ,               , 

3,000  00 

15 

8,963 

War,     6,717 

J.  R.  Btitlcr,  acting  assi^iant  commissary 
of  .subsistence           *               _               , 

400  00 

1& 

0,505 

do,      G,7.>1 

William  Drum,  attorney 

16  31 

le 

S,(MO 

do.       G,77G 

H.  P.  Nebon 

349  oa 

19 

9.046 

do.       6,794 

Caplain  George  Duttoti 

7,000  00 

19 

9,071 

da       6,B18 

M,  Tiernan,  pension  ageat 

8,2^2  00 

«S 

9,118 

do.       6,887 

Captain  F.  Lee            _               *               _ 

50  00 

M 

8,079 

do.       G,7-2G 

Calkndef  Irvine 

16,000  OO 

.       £ 

5,435 

Tr«a.5,        01 

H.H.L«iivitt 

250  00 

2 

7,786 

War,     5,422 

Robert  Cfai»,  ftltorney 

)i  05 

7 

773 

do,          B4G 

Isaiah  Dickey,  nltoroey 

21  66 

7 

786 

do.          859 

James  Thompson,  attorney 

32  49 

14 

410 

Trea.5.  2,539 

H.  Plumer,  marshal    *               -               - 

3,000  00 

14 

866 

Wor,        955 

Capt.  James   EL  Butler,  acting  assbiant 
commissary  t^fsubsiMeoce 

5oe  00 

17 

611 

Tre^.       130 

H.  H.  LeaviU 

^0  00 

SI 

941 

Wur,     1,044 

H.  P.  NetsoQ 

355  00 

%l 

959 

do.       1,064 

FratJtis  Lee,  captain  7ih  infantry 

100  00 

ai 

996 

lb.       1,097 

John  Sanders,  captain  corps  of  enf^ineen  - 

500  00 

^      1 

789 

Trca^.  2,974 

Benjamin  PaitoQ,  jr.   -               *               - 

39  56 

1 

790 

do.      2,975 

T.  P.  Andrews 

60  44 

5 

1,1&[ 

War,     1,265 

C.  McKihhiDj  miUlary  storekeeper 

1,800  00 

7 

m 

1,153 
1,173 

do.      1  .im 

do.      1,S90 

J.  R,  Baikr,  military  sloreker per 
Calvin  Bi-isell.  P,  M. 

5,000  0& 
IZ  00 

SIOl 

1,488 

do.       1.697 

WiUtain  M.  Bdl,  attorney 

35  3& 

1.715  , 

do.      1,&53 

I,  M.  Pennock,  attorney 

11  42 

273,785  36 

Ikbohants  and  Manufacturers'  Bank, 
PUtsbiarghy  January  11,  1840. 


No.  12. 

Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

January  7, 1840. 

lift :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 


hie  cbaonels  through  which  the  Treasurer's  drafts  upon  public  money 

Kit  bank  are  presentcKl,  are  so  various  as  to  render  it  diftcult  to  give  & 

dfie  history  of  each. 

FIlBf  are  received,  at  times,  from  corresponding  banks,  whose  accounti 

cndited  for  the  amounts,  generally  or  specially^  as  required. 

U  odier  times  they  are  presented  by  payees,  who  are  disbursing  officers 

Aas  city.    In  such  cases,  they  have  generally  been  deposited  to  tha 

fir  of  the  disbursing  officer  as  specie,  and  his  checks  are  thus  payable. 
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They  are  also  frequently  presented  for  payment  at  the  bank  connter  by 
third  parties ;  sometimes  with  the  endorsement  of  the  original  payee  alone, 
and  sometimes  specially  endorsed  in  favor  of  other  parties.  Unless  there 
be  something  to  awaken  suspicion  that  the  draft  has  been  improperly  db> 
tained,  it  is  not  considered  incumbent  on  the  bank  ofEker  to  inquire  whether 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  holder  by  purchase  or  otherwise.  Pay- 
xnent  is  uniformly  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  holder,  and  in  no  smgle 
case  since  the  resumption  in  August,  1838,  has  specie  been  refused  in  seK 
tiement  of  any  such  draft. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HOWARD,  President. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasitry. 


No.  13. 


Bank  op  the  Metropolis, 

Washington,  January  17,  1840. 

Sir  :  Your  circular  of  the  2d  instant,  calling  for  information  as  to  the 
sales,  by  disbursing  officers,  of  Government  drafts  since  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  in  1838,  was  duly  received  ;  and  I  have  delayed  answering 
it  in  order  that  I  might  obtain  nil  the  information  that  the  books  of  the  tNink 
or  knowledge  of  the  officers  could  furnish. 

There  is  no  record  in  our  books,  nor  have  the  officers  of  the  bank  any 
recollection  or  knowledge,  of  any  such  sales,  unless,  indeed,  from  the  under- 
stood practice  of  selling  the  drafts  issued  for  salaries ;  but  of  these  sales  ve 
know  nothing  more  than  that  the  proceeds,  in  some  instances,  have  ben 
deposited  in  bank,  in  current  funds ;  and  it  was  understood  that  these  salei 
-were  made  with  the  knowledge  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  interested: 
Specie  deposites,  or  deposites  of  drafts  calling  for  specie,  have  been  paid  by 
us  in  specie,  or  equivalent,  whenever  called  for. 

i  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS,  President. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  11. 


Bank  of  Virginia,  ■ 

January  10^  iWk   *' 

Sm :  Your  printed  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  transmitting  a  resolutibnof  • 
the  Senate,  has  been  received.  The  business  between  the  TrwBisaxy.Dl^" 
partment  and  this  bank,  "since  the  general  resumption  of  specie  pif- 
ments  in  1838,"  has  been  very  inconsiderable  ;  and  I  can  only  say,  twt 
all  the  Government  drafls  on  this  bank,  since  the  period  referred  to,  luifa " 
been  naid  in  specie,  or  in  something  more  acceptable  to  those  who  p»- 
sentea  them.  The  returns  made  by  this  bank  to  the  Treasury  Depnt- 
jnent  will  show  to  whom  such  drafls  were  paid. 


S3  [936  ] 

do  not  know  that  I  perfectly  understand  the  drift  of  the  inquiry,  and 
I,  with  pleasure,  furnish  any  other  information  required  respecting  it. 
¥ith  great  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  President. 
loiL  Levi  Woodbury. 


No.  15. 

Bank  of  Virginia, 

/ontiory  24, 1840. 
Sm:  I  forwarded  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  with  the  resolution  of 
e  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  drafts  by  the  disbursing  officers, 
the  cashier  of  our  office  at  Norfolk,  through  which  more  public  money 
s  passed  than  through  this  bank  ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  send  his  an* 
cr  herewith. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  President. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

[Boclosare  ia  No.  15.] 

Office  Bank  of  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  January  16, 1840. 

Sir:  Mr.  Newton  liandcd  mc  Mr.  Woodbury's  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
nclosing  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  re- 
uesting  information  as  to  the  sale  of  Government  drafts  by  disbursing 
fficere,  agents,  and  coutnictors. 

We  are  not  apprized  of  any  sale  being  made  of  these  funds  by  disburs- 
ig(^cers,  Jcc,  but  the  funds,  in  all  cases,  were  deposited  in  bank,  with 
nuance  that  their  clieck  should  be  paid  in  specie,  if  required ;  and,  in 
wx  cases,  these  checks  to  individuals  have  been  paid  in  specie,  either 
uough  t!ie  brokers  or  original  holders. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

THOM.  WILLIAMSON,  Cashier. 
J.  BnocKENBRorcH,  Esq. 


No.  16. 


Planters'  Bank, 

SavannahyJantuiry  8y  1840. 

Sit:  I  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  ^vor  of  the  2d  instant,  and  re- 
i^diat  it  is  not  in  my  power  to . furnish  the  information  desired.  There 
90.  record  kept,  in  the  bank,  of:  the  manner  in  which  the  numerous 
ladtt,  daily  presented,  are  paid,  or  to  whom  paid ;  and  as  all  checks  are 
■orikd  and  returned  to  depositors  whenever  their  books  are  balanced,. 
dkieh,  in  large  accounts,  is  monthly,)  I  have  not  the  means  of  referring 
dMm,  and  am  unable  to  give  the  particulars  required.  I  can  only  say 
II  f  TOry  large  portion  of  the  checks  drawn  by  disbursing  officers  are 
nuuided  and  paid  in  specie. 
I  ifD|  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  ANDERSON,  President. 
Boil  Lsvi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treastfrff* 
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No.  17. 


Commercial  Bank  op  Cincinnati, 

January  15, 1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant,  requesting  the  informa* 
tion,  in  detail,  called  for  by  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Slates,  viz : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  cause  in- 
quirie$  to  be  made  of  the  deposite  banks,  since  the  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  in  1838,  whether  the  Government  drafts,  sold  by  disbursiiv 
officers,  agents,  or  contractors,  have  been  usually  paid  in  specie;  and,u 
80,  all  the  particulars  as  to  the  several  sums  and  total  amount  paid,  and  to 
whom,  ana  when,  as  nearly  as  can  be  stated." 

Therewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  on  this  institution,  from  the  1st  of  August,  1838,  to  the 
10th  January,  1840,  inclusive,  making  in  the  aggregate  $378,437  11 ;  the 
whole  of  which  has  been  paid  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  A  list  of  the 
names  of  the  parties  to  whom  said  drafts  were  paid  has  not  been  retained 
by  the  bank.  That  information  may  be  obtained  by  a  reference  to  the 
drafts  themselves,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States ;  payment  having,  it  is  believed,  in  all  cases  been  made  to  the  htft 
endorser. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  ARMSTRONG,  Prtsideni. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[Enclosure  in  No.  17.] 

l^tUement  of  dntfts  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on  tk$ 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati. 


By  whom  drawn. 

Date  of  pay. 

Nambers  and  descripiioa  of 

Amouk. 

ment. 

warrant. 

1838. 

John  Campbell 

August  1 

4,125  War  warrant  1,757 

ias66 

Ditto 

6 

4,632          «           2,127 

500  QO 

tUfio 

6 

4,633          «          2,126 

300  flO 

Ditto 

8 

3,673          «           1^9 

40  W 

Ditto 

10 

4,616          "          2,214 

490  00^ 

tfnto 

10 

4,124          «           1,766 

0O0if^ 

Ditto 

13 

3,040  Treas.  war.  9,369 

800  00 

Ditto 

14 

3,066          «           9,379 

1,77100 

Ditto 

14 

3,055          "           9,378 

I'SHIS 

Ditto 

14 

3,064         «           9,377 

90^00 

Ditto 

14 

2,723          «               26 

at  00' 

Ditto 

14 

4,097  War  warrant  1,71« 

»fl>0e 

Ditto 

15 

4,198          «           1,732 

48  01 

Ditto 

16 

4,703          "          2,296 

20^0  00 

Ditto 

16 

4,6M'         "          3^341 

1,000  00 

3f 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


B  drawn. 

Dale  of  pay- 

Nambers and  description  of 

AflUMUtS. 

ment. 

warraat 

1838. 

ipbell 

Aug.    16 

4,702  War  warrant  2,296 

$1,000  00 

1 

16 

4,705          "           2,295 

20,000  00 

/ 

16 

4,704          «           2,296 

20,000  00 

1 

16 

4,804          "           2,314 

6,368  17 

1 

16 

4,806          "          2,322 

600  00 

( 

16 

3,066  Treas.  war.  9,390 

250  00 

1 

17 

4,666  War  warrant  2,230 

200  00 

1 

20 

4,828          "          2,360 

928  00 

1                              « 

20 

3,069          «          9,395 

600  00 

) 

20 

3,074          «          9,409 

346  60 

)                              . 

20 

3,072          "          9,399 

10,416  67 

1 

21 

3,081  Tteas.  war.  9,410 

400  00 

1 

21 

4,866  War  warrant  2,362 

860  00 

1 

21 

4,857          «          2,363 

757  26 

1 

21 

4^6          «          2,361 

760  00 

1 

22 

3,086          «          9,416 

10,000  00 

1 

22 

3,082          «          9,412 

1,680  00 

1 

22 

4,873          "          2,394 

269  36 

^ 

22 

4,806          "          2,316 

33  97 

» 

23 

4,690          «          2,268 

6,000  00 

^ 

23 

3,071  Treas.  war.  9,400 

1,936  53 

^ 

27 

3,088          «          9,417 

7,738  r« 

1 

27 

3,086          «          9,415 

99  12 

) 

2T 

4^r4  War  warrant  2,378 

76  00 

i 

27 

4,902          «          2,414 

000  00 

1 

29 

4,916          «          2,428 

880  00 

1 

30 

4,942          "           2,441 

17,000  00 

) 

Sept.     3 

4^868          "          2,366 

1,600  00 

1 

10 

6,016          "          2,619 

SSOft 

) 

29 

6,316          "          2,820 

1,300  00 

t 

29 

6,889          «          2,774 

100  00 

^ 

Oct.     11 

6,442          <<          3,C26 

1,600  00 

1                      • 

11 

6,447          "          3,026 

964  00 

• 

19 

4,940          «           2,440 

12,100  00 

. 

19 

4,989          «          2,440 

7,900  00 

. 

23 

5,324          "          2,866 

10  00 

. 

29 

6JM1          "          2,705 

10  77 

. 

Nov.      7 

6,195          "          2,691 

19  66 

• 

14 

6,399          «          2,803 

30  00 

L 

21 

6,761          "          3,326 

3^00 

» 

27 

3,666  Treas.  vrar.  10,138 

16^000  00 

« 

Dec.      1 

6,643  War  warrant  3,208 

d»70 

. 

3 

6^996          »          3,616 

30O0D 

- 

3 

6,882          «          3,380 

1,908^49 

[«8«] 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


By  whom  drawn. 

Date  of  pay- 

Nambers and  description  of 

Amognu. 

ment.        1                   warrant. 

i 

1838. 

John  Campbell 

Dec.     12 

5,824  War  warrant  3,880 

$13,006  61 

Ditto 

13 

3,696          «         10470 

2^34 

Ditto 

18 

6,202          «           3,754 

6,600  00 

Ditto 

-24 

1,275  Navy  warr't  5,547 

332  00 

Ditto 

26 
1839. 

6,169  War  warrant  3,691 

48  00 

Ditto 

Jan.       9  i  5,493          «           3,076 

10000 

Ditto 

9 

5,241           «           2,748 

28  33 

Ditto 

12 

6,567           «           4,140 

60  00 

Ditto 

12 

6,550          "           4,134 

32  00 

Ditto 

14 

5,823           "           3,380 

13,000  00 

Ditto 

15 

6,592          »           4,163 

600  00 

Ditto 

15 

6,588           "           4479 

63  75 

Ditto 

17 

6,638           "           4,214 

96  00 

Ditto 

24 

6,785           «           4,399 

106  00 

Ditto 

26     6,803           «           4,418 

400  00 

Ditto 

30     6,476           "           4,023 

20  00 

Ditto 

Ft^b.     13 

6,944           "           4,552 

26  47 

Dep.  in  the  Bank  of 

:  America,  N.  Y. 

13 

- 

30,00000 

John  Campbell 

14 

4,118  Treas.  warr't  249 

1,330  66 

Ditto 

27  ;  7,154  War  warrant  4,978  | 

476  00 

Ditto . 

27 

6,231           «           3,762 

6134 

Ditto 

March    1 

7,199          <'           4,844 

76  00 

Ditto 

5 

6,767          '«           4,384 

4809 

'     Ditto 

6 

6,401           «           3,945 

381  «r 

.    Ditto 

8 

7,213          "           4,861 

!«« 

Ditto 

9 

3,632  Troas.  war.  10,103 

•*2 

Ditto 

11 

5,610  War  warrant  3,1% 

,300  00 

•     Ditto 

15 

6,945          "          4,553 

.M4D 

Ditto 

28 

7,699          "           6,239 

»S0 

Ditto 

30 

6,139          "           3,672 

10/WOO 

Ditto 

April     8 

6,768          "           4,385 

16  00 

Ditto 

9 

7,342          "          4,965 

80  99 

Ditto 

17 

7,393          "           5,039 

7269 

Ditto 

27 

1,602  Navy  warr't  8,760 

300  00 

Ditto 

30 

4,780  Treas.  war.  1,090 

2/Ma<8 

Ditto 

May       2 

4,680          "             212 

60  00 

Ditto 

4 

2,316  transfer  draft 

lOJIOOOO 

Ditto 

11 

8,187  War  warrant  6,900 

,178  67 

Ditto 

22 

8,317          «           6,047 

100  00 

Ditto 

25 

8,243          "          6,963 

60  90 

Ditto 

June      4 

8,279          "          6,000 

.6166 

2T 

STATEMENT— Continued. 


C'MSJ 


1  drawn. 

Date  of 

pay 

Nambers  and  description  of 

Amounts. 

ment. 

warraat. 

1839. 

>bcll 

June 

10 

5,147  Treas.  war.  1,498 

^1,586  84 

18 

7,945  War  warrant  6,604 

11  67 

18 

7,392          «           6,038 

71 

26 

1,621  Navy  wair't  8,874 

480  00 

July 

3 

6,022  War  warrant  3,566 

19,000  00 

6 

8,762          «           6,600 

670  20 

10 

8,117          "           6,667 

1,386  84 

18 

9,043          «           6,789 

17  72 

18 

9,012          «           6,762 

10  00 

22 

9,067          "           6,806 

30  00 

22 

9,068          "           6,807 

30  00 

24 

9,117          «           6,886 

160  00 

24 

9,146          «           6,910 

1,000  00 

26 

9,070          "           6,889 

15  00 

27 

9,042           "           6,788 

30  00 

30 

5,441  Treas.  warr't   112 

250  00 

31 

9,241  War  warrant  6,787 

10  00 

August  7 

9,212           "           6,853 

9,744  34 

7 

8,914           «           6,655 

45  00 

k  of  Am. 

7 

. 

30,000  00 

pbell 

16 

elden 

Sept. 

13 

494  War  warrant    oil 

14,000  00 

17 

390        «                408 

6,639  05 

pbell 

21 

8,350        "             6,077 

20  67 

elden 

23 

290  Treas.  warr't  2,417 

8,000  00 

pbell 

26 

8,311  War  warrant  6,036 

10  00 

elden 

Oct 

10 

446          '<             409 

12,600  00 

28 

1,026     - 

900  00 

ipbeU 

Dec. 

4 

7,266  War  warrant  4,912 

12  66 

elden 

5 

1,463          «           1,600 

48  00 

11 

1,648          «           1,682 

980 

19 

1,646          "           1,778 

10  83 

19 

1,647          «           1,779 

72  00 

24 

1,736          "           1,869 

20  00 

26 

Transfer  draft  No.       27 

1,097  22 

1840. 

- 

Jan. 

6 

1 ,761  War  warrant  1 ,898 

10  00 

10 

1,739          «           1,872 

10  00 

$378,437  11 

£236  ]  28 

No.  18. 

Louisville  Savings  Institution, 

January  11, 1840. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  2d  instant,  enclosing  to  me  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  to 
furnish  the  department  with  the  information,  in  detail,  called  for,  so  far  as  it 
respects  drafts  upon  public  moneys  in  this  institution,  within  the  period  re- 
ferred to  by  the  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  accompauj^ins^ 
table  comprises  all  the  information  which  it  is  practicable  for  me  to  gi?e 
specifically.  The  amounts  of  the  several  drafts  not  embraced  in  the  Ubie 
are  mostly  very  small ;  in  relation  to  which,  I  can  only  state,  generally, 
that  from  the  time  of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  oanka^  m 
1838,  until  about  September,  1839,  many  of  them  were  remitted  to  this  in- 
stitution for  credit  by  the  different  banks  with  which  it  does  business ;  the 
others  were  paid  at  our  counter  in  specie,  or  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banksi  as  desired  by  the  holders.  From  September,  1839,  to  the  pnteot 
time,  payments  have  been  made  in  specie,  except  in  a  very  few  instances  in 
which  bank-notes  were  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G,  W.  MERIWETHER,  Presukni. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  WashUigton  city,  D,  C. 


^9 

[Enclostre  in  No.  18.] 


Il?««j 


To  whom  pftid. 


Date  of 

payment. 


IbCHurCer 
McKnight      • 

1.  Bhreye 

hnMcKinley   - 


itch       .  .  . 

lAcKnig^t 

ICflCropolis 

Bank  olKy.,  Frankfort 
>liio  Life  Insurance  and 

Gonpanj. 

ihieve    -  •  . 

n  Bank  of  Ky.,  Louisville 
tcial  Bank,  Cincinnati 
iwn        •  -  - 


ii  Bank,  Baltimore 


1  Bank  of  Ky.,  Frankfort 

kNiibet  - 

et  &  Carter 

;Milroy  -  -  - 

I.  P.  Taylor 

it  Bank,  Baltimore 

Daio  Life  Insurance  and 

i  Company. 

s-  -  -  - 

rs-  -  -  - 

ct  &  Carter 

srcial  Bank,  Cincinnati  - 

own        -  -  - 

IS  J.  Read  6l  Son 

IS  J.  Read  6l  Son 

Hngbes  .  -  - 

own        •  -  - 

Icott         -  -  - 

Edmonds 

ington     -  -  - 

for  paying  pensions 
ille  Barings  Institution  - 
ille  Savings  Institution  - 


1838. 
Aug.  20 
Sept.     3 
Sept     3 

Sept.  18 
Dec.    14 

Dec.    18 

1839. 
Jan.     23 

Jan.  25 
Jan.     25 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  4 
Mar.     1 

Mar.  7 
Mar.  13 
Mar.  29 
April  13 

April  30 

May  6 
July    13 


July 

22 

Aug. 

5 

July 

31 

Aug. 

23 

Aug. 

27 

Aug. 

28 

Sept. 

11 

Sept. 

20 

Sept. 

20 

Sept. 

25 

Sept. 

25 

Oct. 

5 

Oct. 

24 

Oct. 

25 

Oct. 

26 

Nov. 

5 

Nov. 

5 

Nov. 

23 

Dec. 

12 

1840. 

Jan. 

7 

Jan. 

11 

Jan. 

11 

Amount 
of  d  rails. 


^153,540  00 
5,000  00 
6,500  00 

23,000  00 
11,000  00 

1,125  00 

13,418  36 

4,000  00 
8,000  00 

1,344  00 

375  00 

10,000  00 

2,433  00 
7,590  00 
7,278  00 
6,000  00 

1,500  00 

15,000  00 
1,125  00 

375  00 
11,026  66 

3,000  00 
32,800  00 

1,000  00 
60,000  00 

3,496  00 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

5,396  46 

203  00 

2,000  00 

375  00 

40,000  00 

11,000  00 

3,874  37 

150  00 

1,100  00 

10,000  00 

552  00 
998  50 
159  00 


Remarks. 


471,731  35 


Paid  in  specie. 

Placed  to  their  credit. 

About  one-fourth  paid  in  q>ecie;  bal- 
ance notes. 

Placed  to  his  credit  as  public  officer. 

About  one-sixth  specie ;  balance  bank- 
notes. 

Bank-notes. 

Abom  one  fourth  specie;  balance 
bank-notes. 

Bank-notes. 

About  one-fourth  specie;  balance 
bank-notes. 

Credited  account. 

Credited  account. 

Four-fifths  bank  notes ;  balance  check 
on  New  York. 

Specie  and  bank-notes. 

Credited  account. 

Credited  account. 

Not  known  whether  specie  or  bank- 
notes. 

Not  known  whether  specie  or  bank- 
notes. 

Bank-notes. 

Not  known  whether  specie  or  bank- 
notes. 

Credited  account. 

Bank-notes. 

Credited  account. 

Specie. 

Credited  account  as  public  officer. 

Specie. 

$3,000  in  specie ;  balance  bank-notes. 

Specie, 
Bank.notes. 
Credited  account. 
Credited  account. 
Specie. 
Specie. 
Specie. 

Specie  and  bank-notes,  and  special 
aeposite. 
Specie. 
Specie. 
Specie. 
Specie. 

Credited  account. 

Paid  in  redemption  of  Treasury  notes 

Paid  in  redemption  of  Treasury  notes. 


Amounts  transferred  to  thefoUomng  points  since  1st  January,  1839. 

©re,  Franklin  Bank ♦S'SK  S 

elphia,  Moyamensing  Bank  -------     „*0,000  00 

>f leans,  Citizens' Bank -  -    357,774  01 

457/m^"- 
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No.  19. 

Branch  State  Bank  Indiana, 

Neio  Albany^  January  28,  1840. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  send  on  this  sheet  t 
statement  of  moneys  received  in  this  bank,  on  special  deposite,  on  accoant 
of  your  department,  between  the  11th  February  and  the  16th  June,  1839; 
ahowin^  the  amount  of  funds  received,  and,  of  this,  what  portion  was  re- 
ceived m  specie,  and  what  in  bank  paper  :  also,  the  several  drafts  of  yoar 
department  upon  us,  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  given,  the  time  when 
paid,  and  the  kind  of  funds  in  which  they  were  paid,  as  nearly  as  can  noir 
be  determined.  Permit  me  to  remark,  that,  in  those  cases  where  your  dnfls 
came  to  us  through  other  banks,  they  were  charged  to  us  on  accoant  ia 
such  banks ;  and  what  amount  of  our  specie  was  required  to  liquidate  those 
balances,  or  what  amount  of  specie  was  taken  to  pay  the  drafts  passed  to 
the  credit  of  the  pension  agent,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  any  decree 
of  certainty,  and  I  have  not  attempted  it.  I  derive  much  satisfaction  mm 
Having  this  opportunity  of  presenting  to  you  these  facts :  that  the  amouot 
of  specie  received  by  us  in  these  transactions  was  $91,890  70,  and  the 
amount  of  specie  actually  paid  out  by  us,  on  account  of  the  same,  (iude- 
pendent  of  the  drafts  which  came  to  us  through  other  banks,  or  those  paN- 
ed  to  the  credit  of  the  pension  agent,)  is  $121,479  05. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  FITCH, 

PrtsUen^ 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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[885]  32 

No.  20. 

Union  Bank  of  Tennebsbe, 

Nashville,  January  17, 1840. 

Sib  :  On  the  other  side  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement,  in  pan 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  copy 
of  which  is  furnished  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant.  We  cannot  new 
designate  the  persons  to  whom  the  payments  were  made,  as  their  names 
do  not  appear  on  our  books — being  endorsed  on  the  Treasury  drafts  them- 
selves, which,  as  fast  as  paid,  are  cancelled,  and  returned  to  the  Treasoiy 
of  the  United  States.  Nor  can  we  state  the  particular  kind  of  funds  paid, 
except  that  every  draft  was  paid  in  specie,  or  checks  on  the  north,  equally 
satismctory  to  the  holder.  In  every  case,  the  holder  had  his  option  to  take 
specie  or  not 

Hoping  the  statement  may  be  satisfactory,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  BOSS,  President. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  city. 
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of  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  paid  by  the 
Bank  of  Tennessee  since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  Isi 
vy,  1^,  to  16th  of  January^  1840. 


^ 

No.  of  draft. 

Amount 

Date  of  payment 

No.  of  draft. 

Amoimt 

»iy  9 

5,435  P.O. 

81,301  30 

1839,  July       31 

9,153 

•^'^51 

11 

6,454 

11  05 

Angoflt     6 

5,599 

2^ 

IS 

1,938 

35  60 

7 

9,186 

•Si 

19 

6,455 

33  33 

Septem.   4 

439 

94 

3,943 

375  00 

*^      14 

65 

19  38 

S4 

5,440  P.O. 

1,313  26 

13 

9,156 

48  08 

96 

3,982 

50  00 

16 

9,171 

40  08 

99 

6,385 

44  70 

95 

361 

6,000  08 

uyryl 

3,530 

13  33 

October   4 

101 

36  38 

1 

4,014 

50  00 

18 

30 

^^ 

6 

6,286 

20  00 

18 

371 

16 

6,798 

3167 

18 

47 

90  00 

18 

7,027 

10  00 

19 

696 

100  08. 

19 

3,611 

30  00 

95 

411 

140  08 

90 

6,946 

105  98 

29 

691 

100  08 

23 

7,056 

23  07 

Novem.    4 

610 

375  08 

» 

6,807 

80  00 

8 

699 

63  88 

ih    19 

7,163 

75  00 

14 

346 

180  08 

18 

4,183 

123  80 

15 

1,910 

9,000  08 

19 

3,782 

67  60 

20 

998 

90  98 

29 

6,612 

23  59 

23 

345 

95  08 

1       4 

4,325 

9,000  00 

25 

46 

15  08 

4 

7,128 

12  50 

30 

1,125 

14  18 

8 

7,428 

40  00 

Decern*    6 

509 

155  88 

9 

6,730 

30  41 

9 

710 

40  08 

19 

7,013 

10  46 

12 

373 

135  08 

13 

7,227 

21  66 

19 

433 

150  08 

19 

4,632 

50  00 

14 

1,283 

30  08 

23 

4,565 

375  00 

14 

1,559 

9,60888 

3 

3,929 

124  00 

90 

1,170 

99  06 

7 

6,474 

10  00 

90 

1,171 

8 

4,740 

4,895  00 

90 

1,174 

33  98 

10 

7,778 

91  60 

97 

5,591 

90  98 

15 

8,066 

11  94 

1840,  January  9 

6,558 

60  08 

16 

4,470 

188  64 

6 

1,707 

958  35 

18 

4,671 

50  00 

10 

964 

152^ 

18 

25 
25 

7,915 
6,232 
8,100 

48  19 
11  66 
40  00 

16 

873 

108  60 

98,348  48 

27 

4,932 

6,258 

123  80 

30  08 

98 

28 

99 

1        3 

4,935 
4,9.33 
4,934 

143  80 
253  27 
113  80 

For  service  of  I 
DefaHm 

^oU  Office 
mt. 

13 

7,718 
7,776 

9  18 
132  06 

19 

24 

4,931 

73  60 

1839,Feb'ary  19 

5,435 

1,301  90 

24 

7,226 

40  00 

19 

5,440 

1,313  96 

5 

6,123 

13  33 

Angnst  29 

5,508 

689 

10 

7,909 

20  55 

16 

8,043 

9  93 

30,969  85 

(  Bank  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
NadmUe.  Janvary  16,  1840. 

h  SOMMERVILLE,  OasMer. 
3 


[  335  ]  34 

No.  21. 

The  Bank  op  the  State  op  Missouri^ 
Saint  Louis y  January  24, 1840. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  2(i  instant,  addressed  to  the  president  of  this  bank, 
incorporating  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  directing 
certain  inquiries  to  be  made  of  the  deposite  banks,  is  before  me. 

I  can  only  state  generally,  that  when  drafts,  made  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  on  this  Iwuik,  in  favor  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  have  been  transferred  by  those  officers  to  third  persons,  the  party 
holding  and  presenting  such  transferred  drafts  for  payment,  have  demand- 
ell  and  received  specie,  in  payment  therefor. 

^  As  regards  the  several  sums  paid,  and  to  whom,  and  when,  I  have  no 
particular  data  here  whereon  to  found  an  answer ;  but  would  most  re- 
sfiectfully  refer  you  to  the  several  drafts  taken  up  by  this  bank  and  can- 
celled, and  returned  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  by  which  it 
will  be  fully  and  clearly  seen  to  whom  paid  by  the  endorsements  thereon— 
the  party  receiving  the  amounts  being  the  last  endorser  of  such  draft. 
.  I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  SHURLDS,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 
'  Secretary  of  the  TYeasury. 


No.  22. 


Citizens'  Bank  of  LauisiANA, 

New  Orleans,  January  15, 1840. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  no  memorandum  ever  having  been  taken  of 
t^e  mode  of  payment  of  the  Treasurer's  drafts  on  this  bank,  and  owing, 
also,  to  the  return  of  these  drafts  to  that  functionary  taking  away  the  only 
means  (viz,  by  the  endorsement)  which  the  officers  of  this  bank  might  have 
of  tracing  the  payment  of  them,  I  regret  to  say  that  it  is  out  of  my  power 
to  furnish  the  iniormation  required  by  your  circular  of  the  2d  January. 

I  should,  however,  say,  that  the  payment  of  drafts,  presented  by  their 
parties,  have,  almost  invariably,  been  required  to  be  made  in  specie. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  HILIGSBERG,  Presidwt. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  WashiTigion  city. 
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MEMORIAL 

OP  I 

USER  OF  CITIZENS  OP  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON, 

PRAYINO 

The  renewal  and  modification  of  the  charter  of  said  city. 


February  28,  1840. 
Teired  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordrred  to  be  printed. 


)  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
folates,  in  Congress  assembled  : 

lemorial  of  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  the  cily  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

SCTFUI.LY   UKl'R^SENTS  :  .     . 

It  the  chart(!r  of  the  said  city  will  expire,  by  limitation,  on  or  about 
ihofMay,  1840. 

It  a  renewal  of  the  same,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  must  be  aslced 
the  citizens. 

\i  the  present  charter,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  is  oppTeJsJ* 
mjust,  illej::al,  and  unconstiuitional : 

pressivcj  because  it  requires  those  who  have  had  no  voice  in  making 
itions  to  obey  and  enforce  them  ; 
justy  because  it  empowers  a  few  to  legislate  for  all ; 
gal,  because  it  causes  taxes  to  be  levied  alone  upon  property-holders; 

constitutional  J  because  it  denies  the  ri^o^ht  of  free  suffrage  to  freemen. 

ur  memorialists,  therefore,  humbly  ask  that  the  charter  of  the  city  of 

in^ton  may  be  renewed,  with  the  following  alterations  ;  and  that  all 

nay  be  repealed  which  conflict  with,  and  that  new  laws  may  be  en- 

to  carry  into  effect  the  spirit  of,  the  improvements  suggested.    Your 

»riahsts  ask — 

St.     That  the  charter  may  be  limited  to  ten  years. 

»nd.     That  power  may  be  given  to  them  to  levy  a  poll-ta^t  uwn  all 

lale  white  citizens  of  21  years  of  age  and  upwards,  who  shall  have 

d  in  the  city  twelve  months,  exceptmg  the  President,  Vice  President, 

eads  of  departments. 

iicL    That  all  free  male  white  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  21 

of  age  aAd  upwards,  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  city  of  Washing- 

»r  a  period  not  less  thafa  tweWe  months  immediately  preceding  any 

k  Rivcs,  printers. 
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election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  an  annual  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  into  the 
treasury  of  snid  city  during  the  time,  may  be  declnred  qualified  electonat 
any  election  for  mayor,  aldermen,  common  council  men,  and  other  munici- 
pal officers. 

Fourth.  That  any  qualified  voter  of  25  years  of  age  and  upwards  shall 
be  eligible  to  the,offico  of  mayor :  and  that  any  qualified  voter  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  alderman,  common  councilman,  or  other  city  officer. 

Fifth.  That  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  and  other  city  officers,  ex- 
cepting the  ones  before  named-,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  people,  in 
the  respective  wards  of  said  city,  and  be  conmiissioned  by  the  mayor. 

Sixth.  That  the  first  Monday  of  July,  in  each  year,  shall  be  the  day  of 
election  for  mayor  and  all  other  elective  ofiicers  in  the  municipal  govern- 
ment of  Washmgton. 

Seventh.  That  the  electors  at  the  annual  election  shall  decide  upon  the 
number  of  each  class  of  officers  to  be  elected  for  the  year  ensuing,  with  the 
exception  of  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  councilmen. 

Believing  that  your  honorable  bodies  cannot  but  see  the  justice  of  gFan^ 
ing  the  desires  of  your  memorialists,  and  feeling  confident  that  the  eD- 
Jightened  spirit  of  the  age  will  aid  them  in  rolling  forward  the  car  of  equal 
rights  and  privileges, 

Your  memorialists  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands  for  weal  or  for  wo. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


William  Harford, 
William  T.  Baldwin, 
W.  H.  Burdine, 
J.  T.  Sloan, 
Thomas  French, 
Jacob  Wachter, 
Alexander  Cross, 
Kinlaugh  Deneale, 
J.  R  Wingerd, 
Jibon  Dove, 
O.  Jouit, 

Walter  Devaughn, 
Thomas  A.  Duley, 
John  Porter, 
Bernard  Giveny, 
Lewis  Ratcliff, 
Owen  Summers, 
Alexander  Murray, 
Michael  Ward, 
H.  P.  Mohun, 
Francis  Ward, 
Philip  Mohun. 
William  Ward, 
Henry  Klopfer, 
Patrick  Green, 
Ernest  Schrimpf, 
Jacob  Hess, 
Nicholas  Hellen, 
Samuel  H.  White, 


William  IJtermuhle, 
Richard  Wilkinson, 
Bernard  Martin, 
Wilhelm  Digsesel, 
James  W.  J.  Aldore, 
James  McCarthy, 
T.  Martin, 
S.  B.  Davenport, 
Fielder  Magruder, 
Matthew  Cook, 
Abraham  Cook, 
Jonathan  P.  Trexler, 
Samuel  Brereton, 
John  Brereton, 
Edward  Connelly, 
Patrick  Barry, 

C.  J.  Burch, 
H.  Owner, 

D.  Plowman, 

William  Rufus  Plowman^ 
James  Fitzpatrick, 
Grafton  Powell, 
William  Hone, 
Francis  Parnell, 
Thomas  R.  Carroll, 
James  Barron, 
Joseph  P.  Hurlbert, 
Eklwin  H.  Edmonston^ 
James  A.  Pattoni  jr^ 


C«361 


Golegate, 


Gaforellf, 

Bryant, 

Neak, 

ittle, 

H.  Quincy, 

Vashington  Walker, 

ItKtaiii 

H.  Oementsoni 

J.  Williams, 

I.  Beach, 
K  T.  Leech, 
teiy, 
r  Smith, 

L  Wheat, 

Halter, 

BoUis, 

Marr, 

W.  CarraD, 


William  H.  Hurrover,' 

I.  Holland, 

H.  Walker, 

L.  A.  Gobright, 

Edmund  F.  Brown, 

George  Dexter, 

E.  McDonnell, 

Lund  Washington,  jr., 

J.  P.  Van  Tyne, 

Richard  G.  Dove, 

Hothrt  Berrian, 

N.  T.  Arnold, 

J.  B.  Sullivan, 

William  Hunter, 

H.  C.  Williams, 

J.  Holland, 

Thomas  S.  Bingey, 

Lemuel  Williams, 

Ignatius  Lucas, 

John  Chism, 

C.  Betley, 

Alexander  Maitland, 
John  P.  Rodier, 
John  Knoblock, 
John  W.  Lewis, 
John  Hutchison, 
John  James, 
John  Simmons, 
James  Wise, 
Charles  W,  Forrest, 
James  S.  Hall, 
B.  F.  Pleasants. 


rjj 
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Ul&moii. 


DOCUMENT 


dating  to  the  bill  (S.  246)  "/or  the  ors^anizatwn  of  a  company  of  sappers^ 
miners  J  and  ponXofiiers.^^ 


February  28,  1840. 
UMled  by  Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Engineer  Department, 

WashingtoHy  Februaiy  10, 1840. 

Sir:  In  transmitting  a  draft  of  a  bill  for  the  organization  of  a  company 
if  sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers,  I  take  leave  to  add  to  the  remarks  on 
be  subject,  contained  in  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office  (to  which 
cmiit  me  to  refer),  the  following  observations : 

Tie  great  importance  of  having,  in  our  army,  a  body  of  men  expert  in 
he  operations  of  sapping,  mining,  and  military -bridge  building,  is  obvious 
oall  who  are  familiar  with  military  operations.  In  time  of  war,  they 
Mof  exist;  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  we  shall  piopose  to  form, 
luring  war,  from  the  necessities  that  will  arise,  a  body  of  men  requiring, 
Jy  far,  more  military  information  than  any  other  belonging  to  the  army, 
indhope  to  effect  it  with  officers  who  have,  themselves,  only  such  vague 
liolioDs  on  the  subject  as  are  to  be  derived  from  books ;  or  whether,  in 
imeof  peace,  we  shall  organize  a  small  body  of  men,  who  shall  be  thor- 
Kighly  trained  to  the  performance  of  these  duties,  and  with  whose  assist- 
«ice  die  cadets  of  the  militar)'^  academy  will  acquire  practical  knowledge 
Ball  the  operations  of  military  ficld-engineenng ;  and  the  officers  of  the 
Jngineer  corps,  to  whom  the  country  looks  for  such  knowledge,  be  relieved 
bm  the  necessity  of  taking  the  field,  without  ever  having  seen  a  gabion, 
iscine,  or  any  other  of  the  various  and  peculiar  material  of  their  art. 

In  campaign,  these  troops  will  always  be  with  the  advanced-guard  of 
•0  ad\'ancing  army,  and  the  rear-guard  of  a  retreating  one :  in  the  first 
^•e,  repairing  roads  and  bridges — making  new,  if  necessary — leading  on 
ke  assaults  of  intrenchments,  barricades,  fortified  buildings,  <kc. :  in  the 
>tter  case,  breaking  up  roads,  destroying  bridges,  constructing  barricades, 
^trenching  positions,  and  multiplying,  to  the  utmost,  impediments  in  the 
»lhof  the  pursuer — in  both  cases  finding  means  and  resources,  where, 
>  others,  all  would  be  barren. 

In  crossing  rivers,  their  services,  as  pontoniers,  would  be  indispensable. 

Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  strengthen  a  position  by  intrench- 
ents,  each  sapper,  firom  previous  training,  would  be  competent  to  direct, 
chnically,  the  operations  of  a  large  party  of  workmen,  and  thus. the  la- 
>r  of  thousands  would  be  applied  to  the  best  advantage  ;  whereas,  firom 
le  small  number  of  engineer  officers  present  with  an  army,  the  super- 
skm  would  be  very  incomplete  without  such  assistance.  The  practical 
stroction  which  this  company  would  enable  the  military  academy  to 
flhse  among  the  officers  of  the  army,  would,  moreover,  cause  such  op* 
itioM  to  be  earned  QA  with  gi^t  comparative  promptitude  and  eSsGU 
■tfftEiYCiiPaiitcnk  .^ 
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In  sieges,  and  in  the  less  formcil  attacks,  where  nothing  more  is  required  j 
than  a  little  artificial  cover  and  a  battery  or  two — these  latter  being  opera- 
tions of  constiuit  njcurrence  in  war — these  men  are  as  necessary  as  artil- 
lerymen, and  the  exercise  of  tliojr  art  saves  the  lives  of  large  numbers  of 
men ;  converting  enterprises  of  great  un-^ertainty  and  peril  into  works 
of  easy  achievement. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  l^eiiinsular  war,  the  English  army  was 
provided  with  engineer  soldiers  ;  but  thry  were  very  inifierfectly  iu^tmct- 
ed.  Their  experience,  in  the  early  campaigns,  soon  taught  them  the  ne- 
cessity of  havmg  these  soldiers  well  instruct(Hi,  and  a  school  was  accord- 
ingly organized  in  Knglajid,  in  1  SI  I,  for  training  them ;  and  at  that  school, 
at  the  present  time,  a  hirge  body  of  sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers  are 
receiving  their  education.  Even  the  Kasi  India  comiiany  had  a  portioii 
of  its  sappers  and  miners  at  the  school.  The  I'renrh  have  distinct  bodies 
of  sappers,  miners,  and  ]H>!iloniers  ;  and  every  army,  great  or  small,  is  al- 
ways provided  with  a  pro])ortionate  number. 

Vauban,  the  greatest  of  nnlitJiry  engineers,  says  in  a  memoir,  written  in 
1704,  urging  ufxm  the  French  government  the  organization  of  a  companT 
of  sappers  :  *'  They  would  be  useful  in  peace  jls  well  as  in  war,andiraoU 
be  the  means  of  saving  nuirh  in  all  fortifications  where  they  should  be 
employed.     In  llict,  1  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  they  w<iuld  save  an- 
nually, to  tht;  king,  mu<»h  more  than  their  pay.     l  assert  all  that  I  have 
said  on  this  subject  with  as  nnich  confidence  as  if  1  had  seen  the  resuhi; 
and  I  can,  with  the  same  certainty,  add,  that  this  small  troop  will  beiha 
means  of  saving  liu-ge  num})ers  of  good  engineers,  aiul  brave  ofUccrsand 
soldiers,  from  tlie  stern  necessity  to  which  we  are  reduced  of  expoaifl^  S 
almost  always,  the  laborers  and  those  who  support  them ;  which  neoeafl-  3 
ty  would  not  arise,  had  we  at  connnand  a  snfticient  number  of  this  kind  « 
of  workmen,  well  instmcted.     To  such  a  degree  have  I  felt  the  neceaatf  ' 
of  sappers  at  every  siege  at  which  1  have  been  present,  that  I  have  altrayi 
had  reason  to  repent  me.  of  n(»t  having  more  urgently  solicited  tlie  ereatioil 
of  this  company."  — 

AH  the  aruicipations  of  Vauban  were  more  than  realized  ;  and  the  ooqs 
of  sappers  and  miners  has  received  the  most  careful  attention.  Itoan- 
sists,  at  this  moment,  of  S,Oir»  men,  divided  into  54  companies,  and  ar- 
ranged in  three  regiments. 

The  ordinary  and  unavoidable  labor  at  the  military  academy,  indepcid-^ 
ent  of  the  academical  instruction  of  the  cadets,  has  been  found  to  requill  -■! 
tlie  presence  there  of  a  fnll  compjuiy  of  artillery ;  and  it  is  now  projMMel 
to  substitute  for  these  troops  a  company,  which  shall  be,  as  the  imlitilf 
academy  itself  is,  {Xinnanently  attached  to  the  corps  of  military  engineoa;^ 
that,   besides  assuming  all   the  services  rendered  by  the  company  WWT 
there,  the  new  company  shall  be  organized  into  a  l>ody  of  sappers,  itaDO^ 
and  pontoniers,  with  the  threefold  object  of  supplying  the  anny  whh  »r 
description  of  force  indispensable  to  military  o|)erations  in  time  of  «8rS» 
of  providing  a  body  of  men  to  aid  engineer  officers  in  their  constnictiM' 
during  peace ;  and  of  instructing  the  cadets  pmctically  in  all  the  field  b-' 
l)ors  of  a  campaign.     In  order,  however,  to  carry  out  this  latter  object,a^ 
the  functions  of  \w.  nwn  will  be  considenibly  enlarged,  it  will  be  nece*' 
sary  to  increase  th^'ir  number. 

But  a  more  l()r<:ihle  n^ason  for  increitsimr  their  numlier,  is  founded  <>tf 
the  design  of  furnishing  overse^irs  and  master  workmen  to  the  fortified' 
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progress ;  and  fortkeepers  to  such  finished  works  as  do  not  happen 
rrisoned.  If  every  engineer  officer  in  charge  of  a  work  in  prog« 
ne  supplied,  according  to  the  size  of  the  work,  with  one,  two,  or 
the  instructed  men  from  this  company,  the  advantage  to  Uie  pub- 
:e,  and  tlie  economy  also,  would  be  great.  As  it  is,  these  officers 
^  to  employ  people  who,  however  expert  as  mechanics,  know 
of  the  peculiar  structures  they  are  about  to  superintend ;  and  are, 
r,  almost  always  contaminated  by  the  contract  system  of  building, 
KMt  universally  applied  to  private  edifices ;  and,  after  all,  persons 
Ue  qualifications  and  character,  cannot  be  obtained,  but  at  prices 
«yond  the  highest  rate  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  this  engineer 

7- 

jiesence,  in  each  of  the  ungarrLsoned  finished  works,  of  one,  two, 
of  the  engineer  company,  acting  as  fordceepers,  would  produce, 
y  a  considerable  saving  of  ex}X)nsc,  but  also  result  in  a  perfect 
repair,  and  preparation  for  service  at  all  times.  These  soldiers 
le  able  to  apply,  with  their  own  hands,  all  necessary  repairs ;  and 
?uliar  duty  being  to  watch  over  the  condition  of  the  work,  all  in- 
id  dilapidations  would  be  discovered  and  arrested,  at  the  very  com- 
icnt,  when  the  rejxiir  would  be  easy  and  at  small  cost. 
iginecr,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  one  or  two  engineer  sol- 
take  care  of  the  fortifications,  and  an  ordnance  sergeant,  and  one 
»nlnance  laborers,  to  attend  to  the  annament  and  ordnance  stores, 
institute  all  the  garrison  required  in  time  of  peace,  even  in  the 
rork :  and  such  a  garrison  might  be  confidently  relied  on  to  pre- 
e  work,  and  the  armament,  in  perfect  condition.  This  arrange- 
Duld  pennit  the  concentration  of  the  troops  in  masses,  whenever 
lie  service  might  require  it,  and  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  in 
hmnony  with  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  volunteer  companies 
Mighboring  cities  and  towns  in  the  service  of  the  forts  and  batte- 
neby  fitting  them  for  the  defence  of  these  works  in  time  of  war. 
duties  which  it  is  designed  to  impose  en  these  engineer  soldiers 
superior  physical  qualities — integrity,  intelligence,  and  a  certain 
)f  education,  and,  besides,  that  every  man  should  possess  a  trade, 
iciaft,  that  can  be  applied  to  the  labors  of  the  company.  It  will 
lin  to  look  for  fiivorable  results  with  qualifications  of  a  lower  or- 
1  those  we  require  are  not  to  be  commanded  without  paying  for 
The  experience  of  the  Ordnance  Depaitment  teaches  us  tlie  prices 
ii  anal^j^us  employments  may  be  filled,  and  these  have,  therefore, 
)pCed  in  the  draft  of  the  bill  herewith. 

il  cost  of  the  company  now  at  West  Point  is,  per  an- 


mpany  contains  71  persons,  being  27  non-commis- 
1  officers  and  men  and  ii  nmsicians  Icf^s  than  the 
«r  proposed  for  the  engineer  comi)any. 
onnt  now  actually  paid  at  the  works  in  progress  for 
vneers  master* workmen  et  cetera,  who  might  be  su- 
led  by  men  of  the  engineer  company,  is  as  follows, 

f  the  higher  class  of  master- workmen,  cor- 
ading  in  qualifications  with  sei^ants  of 
B,  who,  together  with  the  4  sei^fcants  and 


$15,144  73 
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3  artificers  of  the  present  company,  will  accord 
in  number  with  me  10  sergeants  proposed  for 
tfie  engineer  company ;  3  master- workmen,  at 
^  per  day,  or  $936  per  annum  -  $2,808  00 

Seven  master- workmen  of  a  2d  class,  correspond- 
ing in  qualifications  with  corporals  of  engineers, 
who,  together  with  the  3  corporals  of  the  pres- 
ent company,  will  agree  in  number  with  the  10 
corporals  proposed  for  the  engineer  company ; 
7  master-workmen,  at  $2  50  per  day,  or  $780 
per  annum       -----     5,460  00 

Eight  overseers,  of  a  lower  class,  corresponding 
with  privates  of  the  1st  class  of  engineers ;  8 
overseers,  at  $1  75  per  day,  or  $646  per  annum     4,368  OO 

Nine  overseers  of  the  lowest  class,  corresponding 
with  privates  of  the  2d  class  of  engineers,  and 
making  up,  with  the  71  of  the  present  company 
and  the  2  musicians,  100  men ;  9  overseers,  of 
the  lowest  class,  at  $1  25  per  day,  or  $390  per 
annum  -  .  -  -  .     3,510  00 


Total  paid  for  27  master- workmen,  overseers,  &c.  $16,1^ 

The  total  paid  for  the  present  company,  and  for 
the  number  of  master- workmen,  overseers,  &c., 
that  would  be  superseded  by  the  engineer  com- 
pany, is  therefore         -  .  .  .  31^2! 

The  total  cost  of  the  engineer  company  per  an- 
num, according  to  the  allowances  stated  in  the 
accompanying  bill,  will  be       -  -  -    24,156  76 

If  this  sum  be  taken  from  the  sum  of  $31,290  73, 
the  remainder,  namely,  $7,133  98^  will  express 
the  amount  that  is  now  paid  for  the  services  of 
troops  at  the  Military  Academy,  and  for  over- 
seers, master-workmen,  &c.,  at  the  different 
military  works,  over  and  above  the  amount  that 
will  be  paid  when  the  engineer  company  shall 
be  fully  organized. 

Amount  saved  by  the  organization  of  the  engineer 

company  .  .  .  .  .     7,133  98 


$31^ 


In  case  it  should  be  contended  that  this  estimate  is  &ulty,  on  the  gi 
that  the  present  company,  even  if  displaced  by  the  engineer  com 
*  would  still  have  to  he  paid  (although  this  argument  is  believed  i 
apply  in  this  instance),  we  will  now  make  another  supposition,  as  m 
The  amount  of  extra  allowances  to  which  the  71 
men  of  the  present  company  are  entitled,  by 
regulation,  for  their  peculiar^and  extra  services 
at  the  Military  Academy,  and  which  would  con- 
stitute a  portion  of  the  legal  fiinctions  of  the  en- 
gineer company,  is  per  anniun  -  ^,898  48 
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The  amount  paid  on  public  works  fer  the  27  over- 
seosy  and  master- workmen  of  different  classes, 
as  shown  in  the  above  estimate,  which  amount 
vouid  be  saved  by  the  substitution  of  engineer 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  is,  per 
annum  ....  $16,146  00 

$19,044  48 

If diissum  of  $19,044  48,  be  taken  from $24,156  97, 

vhkh  is  the  amount  that  the  engineer  com- 

pnywill  cost,  the  remainder  is  $5,112  27;  and 

this  remainder  will  be  the  entire  amount  that 

the  addition  to  the  military  service  of  this  engi- 
neer company  of  100  men  will  cost  the  United 

States. 
Entire  additional  outlay  lor  the  engineer  company 

on  this  supposition  -  -  6,112  27 

24,156  76 

It  was  considered  proper  to  go  into  the  above  calculation,  in  order  that 
the  expenses  attending  the  proposed  measure  might  be  known.    But 
'Whether  there  is  to  be  a  saving  of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  or  an  augment-  * 
aboQ  of  a  like  amount,  should  be  regarded  as  of  little  consequence  com- 
|and  with  the  deficiency  in  our  military  organization  and  instruction, 
irtuch  the  measure  is  designed  to  supply ;  and  I  must  be  pardoned  for  re- 
peating, that  the  want  of  tfiis  description  of  force  for  services  both  of  war 
>nd  petce,  and  the  want  in  the  officers  of  every  corps  in  the  army  of  that 
inctieal  field  instruction  which  can  be  acquired  fully  only  by  the  aid  of 
this  i)ice,  are  evils  pregnant  with  important  consequences ;  and  as  they 
are  evils  which  can  be  cured  only  slowly  and  gradually,  not  a  moment 
should  be  lost  in  resorting  to  the  remedy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcspectfiilly,  your  most  obedient, 

JOSEPH  G.  TOTTEN, 

Colonel  J  and  Chuf  Engineer. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


OoNomus,  [SENATE.]  TiSST 
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MEMORIAL 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  MILITARY  CONVENTION  AT  NOR- 
WICH,  VERMONT, 


'Tivision  and  alter atian  of  the  sy.ilem  of  them  Hilary  defences  of  the 

United     ales. 


February  24,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaira. 

March  2,  1840. 

lediobe  piinted,  and  that  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  militia,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia. 


To  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

e  memorial  of  Captain  A.  Partridge,  General  T.  B.  Ransom,  John  Wright, 
5«q.,  Colonel  N.  B.  Cutting,  General  C.  L.  Newton,  and  Colonel  S.  B. 
lazeltine, 

SPECTFULLY  SHOWETH  I 

rhatyour  memorialists  were  appointed  a  committee  by  the  military  con« 
tbn  assembled  at  Norwich,  State  of  Vermont,  in  August  1839,  to  pre- 
f  to  your  honorable  body  a  general  plan  for  the  military  defence  of  the 
ited  States.  Your  memorialists  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the  duty  as- 
y»i  them,  with  a  full  conviction  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject 
he  safety  and  general  welfare  of  the  country.  In  examining  the  praam- 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  your  memorialists  find,  that  on« 
bt  important  objects  proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  the  adoption  of  this 
tnnnent,  was  "  to  provide  for  the  conmion  defence ;"  and  if  any  one  of 
oiyects  enumerated  in  this  preamble  can  be  considered  more  important 
Q  aoy  other,  this  doubtless  would  be  entitled  to  the  preeminence.  It  is, 
eed,  the  safe  ^larantce  of  all  the  rest.  What  would  our  proud  independ- 
e,  and  the  advantages  we  derive  from  our  republican  institutions  be 
Ih,  if  we  were  incapable  of  defending  them  ?  The  military  defence 
ill  countries,  so  far  as  such  defence  depends  on  physical  force,  naturally 
ides  into  two  divisions,  viz :  a  standiue  army,  and  a  militia,  or  citizen- 
liery.    Your  memorialists  will  proceed  to  examine  each  of  those  separ- 

y;tpd 

'  k  Rifci,  printers. 
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I.    A  STANDING  ARMY. 

Standing  armies  have,  in  all  a^^es  and  in  all  countries,  been  considered  and 
found  to  be  hostile  to  civil  liberty.  Their  very  organization  and  profession 
separate  them,  both  in  feeling  and  in  interest,  from  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  TJieir  immediate  dependance  on  the  Executive  of  a  country,  and 
subjection  to  his  mandates,  make  them  the  ready  instruuients  of  his  will  to 
oppress  the  people  and  establish  tyranny.  Besides,  if  the  people  are  brought 
to  repose  ihcir  contidence  in  a  standing  army  for  the  defence  of  their  inde- 
pendence, they  will  inevitably  lose  their  own  martial  spirit,  another  name 
for  the  spirit  of  liberty,  gradually  sink  down  to  a  state  of  supine  indif- 
ference and  inability  to  defend  themselves,  and  ere  long,  fall  an  unresist- 
ing  and  helpless  prey  to  ihat  power  in  which  they  had  reposed  their  confi- 
dence for  protection.  Tlie  history  of  every  republic  which  has  preceded 
ours,  proves  the  truth  of  these  assertions.  Your  memorialists,  therefore, 
consider  any  system  which  vests  (he  national  defence  in  a  standing  army, 
as  anti  constitutional,  anti  republican,  and  ultimately  destructive  to  our  free 
institutions.  But  it  may  be  asked,  shall  we  then  have  no  regular  force  in  time 
of  peace?  Your  memorialists  answer  yes,  and  will  proceed,  respectfully, 
to  exhibit  their  views  as  to  the  objects,  magnitude,  and  organization  of  such 
force;  and 

1.  Its  object. 

Your  memorialists  woul  J  pointedly  reject  the  idea  that  such  force  should 
be  sustained  in  the  United  States  with  any  intention  that  it  should  be  relied 
upon  for  national  defence  in  time  of  war :  this  should  be  considered  the  pe- 
culiar and  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  militia.  The  only  object,  then,  for 
which  a  peace  establishment  should  be  sustained  in  this  country,  ought  to  be, 
that  it  constitute,  simply,  a  police-guard,  to  protect,  in  time  of  peace,  the  ne- 
cesst^ry  fortifications  on  the  seaboard  and  inland  frontier,  as  well  as  other 
public  property  that  requires  such  protection  from  lawless  depredation. 
Whenever  it  is  allowed  to  go  beyond  this  limit,  the  pejople  will  begin  to  rely 
upon  it  for  the  protection  of  their  independence ;  the  militia  will  be  neglected 
and  gradually  sink  into  insignificance,  and  the  peace  establishment  soon 
swell  to  such  magnitude  as  to  become  a  standing  army,  in  the  appropriate 
sense  of  the  word,  involving  an  immense  expense  for  its  support,  with  the 
necessary  accompaniments  of  taxes  and  evils  growing  out  of  similiar  es- 
tablishments in  Europe,  and,  ultimately,  with  the  prostration  of  our  repub* 
lican  institutions. 

2.  Its  magnitude* 

The  magnitude  of  our  peace  establishment  should  be  determined  by  the 
duties  it  is  necessarily  required  to  discharge.  During  the  first  term  of  Mn 
Jefferson's  administration,  it  was  reduced  to  three  thousand  men,  command- 
ed by  a  brigadier-o^eneral.  Our  seacoast  was  then,  with  the  exception  of 
the  coast  of  Florida,  as  extensive  as  it  is  at  the  present  time ;  and  the  in- 
land frontier,  after  the  acquisition  of  Ix)uisiana,  the  same.  Now,  your  me- 
morialists believe,  that  the  whole,  including  all  the  public  property,  was  just 
as  well  protected  then  as  it  has  been  since,  and  the  expense  of  the  military 
establishment  was  not  one-fifth  what  it  now  is.    But  it  is  often  alleged,  as 
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lutification  for  the  increase  of  our  peace  esrablishment,  that  the  popula- 
Q  of  the  country  has  much  iocreased  since  that  time,  and  that,  conse- 
sntlyi  we  should  have  a  larger  regular  force.  Your  memorialists  cannot 
cover  the  correctness  of  such  an  inference  from  such  data.  If  our  pop- 
tion  has  increased,  has  not  the  militia,  and,  consequently,  the  means  of 
eoce,  increased  in  a  corresponding  ratio'/  And  is  such  increase  of  the 
ver  of  the  people  to  protect  their  inland  and  maritime  frontier,  a  substan- 
I  reasoD  for  the  increase  of  our  regular  force,  unless  we  mean  to  rciy  on 
landing  army  for  protection  7  Your  memorialists  cannot  conceive  that  it 
,  they  would  come  to  a  conclusion  directly  the  reverse  ;  they  can  view  all 
ch  sn^estions  in  no  other  light  than  as  specious  pretexts  for  gradually 
ithdrawing  the  protection  of  our  independence  from  the  citizen-soldiery, 
tiere  the  framcrs  of  the  Constitution  placed  it,  and  vesting  it  in  a  standing 
my.  From  a  due  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances,  your  memo- 
ilists  would  respectfully,  but  urgently,  recommend,  that  the  peace  estab- 
hment  be  reduced  to  a  number  not  exceeding  six  thousand  men  (officers 
:luded),  being  fully  convinced  that  all  the  duties  necessarily  devolving  on 
ch  establishment,  can  be  just  as  well  discharged  for  the  public  benefit  as 
'  the  present  number. 

3.  Organization* 

Your  memorialists  would  recommend,  that  the  proposed  force  should  be 
Tided  into  ten  battalions,  organized  as  infantry  of  the  line,  but  instructed 
so,  in  the  duties  of  artillerists ;  that  the  United  States  be  divided  into  ten 
iilitary  departments,  in  which  the  troops  should  be  distributed  in  such  pro- 
)rtioo  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct ;  that  each  depart- 
eat  be  commanded  by  a  colonel ;  that  there  be  located  at  the  city  of  Wash* 
gton  an  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ents  of  a  colonel,  through  whom,  all  orders  from  the  War  Department 
Kmld  be  transmitted  to  the  commandants  of  departments,  and  to  whom  all 
})Qrts  riiould  be  made.  The  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  and  soldiers 
be  the  same  as  were  allowed  during  the  first  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  ad« 
ioistrotion.  No  grade  of  officers  above  that  of  colonel  to  be  allowed, 
reret  rank  to  be  abolished.  The  corps  of  engineers  to  be  reduced  in 
^ery  respect  to  its  first  organization  in  1802.  The  military  academy  at 
'est  Point  (excepting  the  corps  of  engineers)  to  be  entirely  abolished ; 
id  in  lieu  thereof,  a  general  system  of  military  instruction  to  be  established 
I  the  several  States  agreeably  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  military  con- 
mtioD  assembled  at  Norwich,  Vermont,  in  August,  1838  (a  copy  of  which 
^companies  this  memorial),  by  which  means,  military  science  would  be 
isseminated  throughout  every  part  of  the  United  States.  By  the  organ!- 
uioo  here  proposed,  your  memorialists  are  confident  that  all  the  appropri- 
>'  duties  01  a  peace  establishment,  would  be  just  as  well  discharged  as  they 
re  by  the  present  military  establishment,  and  that  the  expense  of  support- 
f  it  would  be  less  than  one-half  of  what  is  now  required. 

II.    THE  MILITIA. 

The  militia,  or  citizen  soldiery  of  the  United  States,  comprises  all  the 
"««  white  able-bodied  citizens  of  the  country  (excepting  such  as  are 
^ly  exempted  Irom  being  enrolled),  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
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forty-five,  amounting,  probably,  to  about  1,500,000  men.  This  force  oa^ht 
to  be  regarded,  exclusively,  as  constituting  the  grand  constitutional  mili- 
tary  defence  of  the  nation*.  Composed  of  the  citizens  themselves,  with  feel- 
ings and  interests  identified  with  the  support  of  our  free  institutions,  it  can 
never  prove  dangerous  to  civil  liberty ;  while  its  numbers,  if  properly 
organissed  and  disciplined,  would  set  foreign  invasion  at  defiance,  and 
constitute  the  surest  guarantee  of  peace.  The  patriotic  framers  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  fully  impressed  with  the  absolute 
necessity  of  such  a  force  lor  the  security  of  the  country  ;  and  it  is  conse- 
quently declared,  in  the  second  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  "  a  well-regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a 
free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  in- 
fringed." They  also  conferred  on  Congress  all  the  necessary  powers  to 
render  this  force  efficient  lor  active  service,  by  declaring,  in  the  15th  article 
of  the  8lh  section  of  the  Constitution,  that  "  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,"  &c.  The 
only  question  then  is,  in  what  manner  can  the  power  thus  conferred  be 
exercised,  so  as  to  accomplish,  in  the  best  possible  manner,  the  important 
object  contemplated?  In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  your  memorialists  would 
beg  leave  respectlully  to  submit  to  your  honorable  body  the  plan  for  the 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia  adopted  by  the  military  conven- 
tion assembled  at  Norwich,  Vermont,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1838,  with 
the  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  explanatory  of  the  principles 
of  the  aforesaid  plan,  and  which  was  also  adopted  by  the  same  convention, 
both  of  which  documents  accompany  this  memorial.  This  plan  appears 
to  your  memorialists  to  be  economical,  simple  in  detail,  easily  reduced  to 
practice,  and  in  every  respect  well  calculated  to  render  the  militia  effective 
for  any  kind  of  service.  They  would,  therefore,  respectfully,  but  urgently, 
recommend  that  it  be  adopted  in  all  its  provisions.  Your  memorialists 
are,  however,  well  aware  that  it  has  been  urged  against  the  militia,  by 
professional  military  men,  that  they  are  unfit  for  military  service,  except 
to  act  as  an  appendage  to  regular  troops,  or  when  called  out  on  sudden 
emergencies,  and  for  short  tours  of  duty.  Your  memorialists  are  very  fitf 
from  coinciding  with  such  opinions,  and  will  proceed  to  prove,  by  facts 
and  arguments  which,  it  is  believed,  cannot  be  invalidated,  that  they  are 
-capable  of  making  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world  without  losing  their 
character  of  militia ;  and 

1st.  That  they  arc  more  expert  in  the  use  of  firearms,  and  better 
marksmen,  than  the  disciplined  regulars  of  Europe,  even  without  the  aid 
of  regular  mechanical  discipline,  it  is  believed,  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be 
disputed.  In  all  the  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  as  well  as  of  the  late 
war,  when  the  militia  alone  were  opposed  to  British  regulars,  the  propor* 
tional  loss  of  the  regulars  was  much  the  greatest.  Witness  the  battles  of 
Lexington,  Bunker's  Hill,  Bennington,  and  King's  mountain,  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war ;  and  the  battles  of  New  Orleans,  the  Thames,  North  Point, 
and  Plattsburg,  in  the  late  war.  This  superiority  is  a  natural  conse* 
quence  of  their  being  accustomed  to  the  use  of  firearms  from  early  youth 
in  hunting,  turkey -shoots,  firing  at  targets,  &c. 

2d.  They  possess  more  physical  activity  and  energy  than  regular  troops. 
Tliis  is  a  consequence  of  tht;  active  and  laborious  duties  which  the  great 
body  of  our  militia  are  called  upon  daily  to  discharge.  The  firmness  and 
vigor  of  constitution,  and  strength  and  elasticity  of  muscle,  thus  acqairedi 
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tender  them  far  superior  to  regular  troops  (who  are  broken  down,  and 
their  ener^ries  paralyzed  by  the  enenrating  influence  of  idleness  and  the 
inactivity  incidental  to  a  garrison  or  camp  in  time  of  peace),  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  vigorous  and  active  duties  of  the  field  in  time  of  war. 

3d.  They  possess  the  moral  of  the  soldier  (which  is  the  great  stimulus 
to  deeds  of  valor)  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  mercenary  troops.     What 
oomparisou  can  exist  between  the  motives  that  influence  the  citizen-soldier, 
battling  for  liberty,  for  independence — yea,  for  every  thing  he  holds  dear, 
and  those  which  influence  the  mercenary,  who  fights  alone  for  pay,  and  in 
obedience  to  the  stern  mandates  of  a  master?     The  superiority  of  our 
dtizen-soldiers  over  a  veteran,  gallant,  and  disciplined  foe,  even  without  the 
aid  of  mechanical  discipline,  was  fully  exhibited,  both  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary and  the  late  war.     The  battles  of  Lexington,  of  Bunker's  Hill,  of 
Bennington,  of  King's  mountain,  of  New  Orleans,  of  the  Thames,  and  of 
Plattsburg,  toother  with  the  defence  of  Fort  Moultrie,  and  of  Stonington, 
rank  among  the  most  brilliant  achievements  in  the  annals  of  military  his- 
tory.   But  if  our  citizen-soldiers  have  done  so  much  without  the  aid  of 
mechanical  discipline,  what  could  they  not  accomplish,  what  could  they 
not  do,  with  it?     We  answer,  they  could  accomplish  every  thing,  except 
impossibilities.     No  mercenary  troops  could  withstand  their  prowess.    The 
great  advantage  which  mechanical  discipline  confers  is,  that  it  ensures  an 
accuracy  of  movement,  and  enables  thousands  to  concentrate  their  force, 
and  act  as  one  man.    In  manoeuvre  and  close  combat  with  the  bayonet, 
such  discipline  gives  a  decided  superiority  to  troops  that  possess  it  over  the 
loose  ranks  and  uncertain  movements  of  troops  which  are  destitute  of  it. 
The  plan  lor  the  organization  and  discipline  of  our  militia,  which  your 
memorialists  iiave  recommended  to  your  honorable  body  for  adoption,  it  is 
'  confidently  believed,  would  confer  all  the  mechanical  discipline  which  is 
necessary  to  render  our  citizen-soldiers  superior  to  the  regiilar  troops  of  any 
nation  in  Europe.     But  if  further  proofs  are  required  to  show  the  efficiency 
of  citizen-soldiers,  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  refer  your  honorably 
body  to  the  French  Revolution,  which  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  contem- 
plation of  the  statesman  and  the  soldier.     Your  memorialists  would  select 
tlie  principal  events  of  the  year  1793,  as  best  calculated  to  illustrate  their 
views.     The  situation  of  France,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  that  year, 
was  as  follows :  on  the  northern,  eastern,  and  southern  frontiers  she  was 
environed  by  the  veteran  troops  of  England,  Austria,  Prussia,  Sardinia,  and 
Spain;  in  la  Vendee  a  destructive  and  violent  civil  war  was  raging,  which 
required  a  large  force  to  check  its  progress ;  in  the  south,  three  principal 
cities,  Marseilles,  Lyons,  and  Toulon,  had  revolted  against  the  authority  of 
the  convention :  and  one  of  them  (Toulon),  the  great  naval  arsenal  of 
France,  was  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  allied  powers ;  while  her 
armies,  disorganized  and  disheartened  by  the  defection  of  Dumouriez, 
and  the  treason  and  incapacity  of  other  officers,  made,  comparatively,  but 
a  feeble  resistance  to  the  overwhelming  forces  of  the  enemy,  which  had 
passed  the  frontier  and  laid  siege  to  Dunkirk,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  and 
Mayenne,  the  last  three  oi  which  were  compelled  to  surrender.     During 
the  fearful  events  which  literally  "tried  men's  souls,"  the  project  was 
devised  and  matured  for  raising  the  nation  en  mcisse,  for  the  purpose  of 
expelling  the  victorious  enemy  Trom  the  French  territory.    On  the  23d  of 
August,  1793,  Biirxere,  the  reporter  of  the  committee  of  public  welfare,  sub- 
mitted 10  the  convention  his  celebrated  report  on  this  subject,  accompanied 
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by  the  plan  of  a  decree,  which  was  to  carry  out  into  practical  effect  the 
principles  of  the  report.    The  following  extracts  from  this  masterly  re- 
port, and  from  the  accompanying  decree  (which  were  adopted,  with  some 
amendments,  by  the  convention),  will  fully  illustrate  the  spirit  and  prio- 
ciples  which  actuated  the  tVench  at  this  momentous  crisis.     The  reporter 
observes :  "  For  this  week  past,  we  have  been  deliberating  on  the  best  mode 
of  oi^anizing  the  great  movement  unanimously  demanded  by  all  the  com- 
monalties of  the  republic,  and  to  give  it  that  regularity  without  which  it 
would  only  become  an  additional  weapon  in  the  hands  of  our  domestic  and 
foreign  enemies.    We  be^an  by  seizing  the  true  and  proper  senne  and 
import  of  the  words :  <  rismg  in  one  body.'    We  first  asked  ourselves,  doei 
this  mean  a  contingent?   Does  it  mean  a  certain  number  of  men,  to  be  far- 
nished  by  every  division  of  the  republic,  in  proportion  to  its  population? 
Is  it  a  recruiting  levy?    Is  it  a  departure  in  one  body— that  is  t«  say,  com- 
prising the  totality  of  all  the  fighting  men  of  the  republic?    A  contingent? 
The  contingent  of  the  republic  means  all  French  citizens.     A  recruiting 
levy?    Aristocracy  attends  it.    Citizens,  all  Frenchmen  are  soldiers.    "We 
ought,  therefore,  to  rise  in  one  body.     But  1  declare  a  rising  in  one  body, 
in  the  sense  which  they  [meaning  the  aristocrats  and  counter-revolutionists] 
endeavor  to  attach  to  it,  the  rising  in  a  body  of  ten  millions  of  armed  men, 
organized,  ranged,  and  marching  in  order  of  battle.    Such  a  levy  is  imprac- 
ticable, to  bo  made  regular.     All  Frenchmen  arc,  doubtless,  in  a  state  of 
service :  but,  in  this  sense,  some  of  them  owe  their  industry  to  their  conntry; 
others,  their  fortunes ;  others,  their  arms ;  others,  their  canes ;  and  all,  the 
blood  which  circulates  in  their  veins."    The  following  extracts  from  the 
decree  which  was  adopted  by  the  national  convention,  consecxuent  on  this 
report,  will  show  the  manner  in  which  its  principles  were  carried  into 
effect:  ''From  the  present  moment,  till  that  when  all  the  enemies  shall 
have  been  driven  from  the  territory  of  the  republic,  all  Frenchmen  shall  be 
in  permanent  readiness  for  the  service  of  tlie  armies;  the  young  men  shall 
march  to  the  contest :  the  married  men  forge  arms  and  transport  the  pro- 
visions; the  women  shall  make  tents  and  clothes,  and  wait  in  the  hospitals; 
the  children  shall  make  lint  of  old  linen ;  the  old  men  shall  cause  them- 
selves to  be  carried  to  the  public  squares  to  excite  the  courage  of  the  war- 
riors, and  preach  hatred  against  the  enemies  of  the  republic ;  the  battalions, 
which  shall  be  organized  m  every  district,  shall  be  ranged  under  a  banner 
-with  this  inscription  :  *  The  French  nation  risen  against  tyrants.'  ^ 

This  celebrated  decree  was  no  sooner  passed,  than  the  most  energetic 
-measures  were  adopted  to  carry  it  into  execution.  Three  hundred  thoasand 
men,  full  of  the  same  patriotic  ardor  that  fired  the  Americans  at  Biinl»r*s 
Hill,  were  soon  enrolled,  and  marched  without  delay  to  the  different  military 
depots,  where  they  were  placed  under  accomplished  military  instructefs  to 
be  taught  the  mechanical  part  of  discipline,  and  in  a  few  weeks  were  pre- 
pared to  march  to  the  frontiers,  and  combat  successfully  the  veteran  and 
disciplined  troops  of  Europe.  ^Fhe  effects  of  the  patriotic  valor  of  these 
citizen  soldiers  were  soon  felt  l»y  the  allied  powers,  as  well  as  by  the  rebels 
of  la  Vended,  of  Lyons,  and  of  Toulon.  On  the  7tli  and  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  allied  army,  under  the  command  of  Marshal  Freytag  and  the  Duke 
of  York,  which  was  besieging  Dunkirk,  was  entirely  defeated  and  routed, 
and  the  siege  raised,  with  the  loss  of  all  the  duke's  heavy  artille^]^  On 
the  9th  October,  the  city  of  Lyons  was  compelled  to  surrender.  On  the 
16th  and  Itith  of  October,  the  Austrians  were  defeated  with  great  Imi  at 
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Maubeuge,  by  the  French,  under  the  command  of  General  Jourdan,  after  a 
detperate  conflict  of  two  days.  On  the  2ist  of  November,  tlie  Austrians, 
unoeT  the  command  of  the  veteran  Wurmser,  were  defeated  with  ^reat  loss 
It  Deux  Pouts,  by  the  French,  under  the  command  of  General  Hache^ 
Oo  the  8th  of  December,  the  French  under  the  command  of  General  Piche- 
pro,  stormed  (with  fixed  bayonets)  ail  the  redoubts  of  the  allies  which  cov- 
Bred  Haguenou  ;  and,  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  they  were  driven 
(lom  Bischoilers,  Duschein,  and  Haguenou,  with  great  slaughter,  notwith- 
ttanding  the  almost  continued  lines  by  which  those  points  were  joined. 
The  entrenchments  on  the  heights  of  Reischoffen,  Jaudershauffen,  and 
JVeywellers-Rad-Neuth,  are  said  to  have  been  not  less  formidable  than  those 
^Jemappe,  and  formed  three  rows  of  redoubts,  which  the  allies  considered 
as  impregnable.  They  were,  however,  stormed  by  the  army  of  the  Mo- 
selle, under  General  Hache,  who  had  joined  Pichegru.  and  carried  sword  in 
hand.  From  the  23d  to  the  27th  of  December,  there  was  a  continued 
series  of  desperate  conflicts,  when,  on  the  27th,  the  French  took  possession 
of  the  celebrated  lines  of  Weissembourg  in  triumph.  On  the  28th,  the 
siege  of  Landau  was  raised,  and  the  Austrians  retreated  to  the  Rhine,  and 
Ihd  Prussians  to  cover  Mayenne.  On  the  19th  December,  Toulon  was 
eracuated  by  the  allies,  after  a  siege  of  about  three  months,  and  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  republicans,  under  General  Dugamier.  Such  were 
some  of  the  brilliant  achievements  performed  by  the  citizen  soldiers  of 
France,  in  the  short  space  of  about  three  months.  And  liere  your  memo- 
rialists would  ask,  did  the  regular  troops  of  France,  under  the  dynasty  of 
die  Bourbons,  ever  accomplish  more  in  the  same  space  of  time,  even  wfien 
eommanded  by  a  TureuRe,  a  Conde,  a  Luxembourg,  a  Saxe,  or  a  Villars  ? 
We  believe  not :  no,  not  in  a  whole  campaign.  And  are  the  miUtia  of  the 
United  States  less  brave,  less  patriotic,  or  less  intelligent,  than  were  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  France  in  1793?  It  would  be  a  libel  on  their 
leputation  to  say  they  are.  Your  memorialists  feel,  then,  that  they  have 
shown  clearly  that  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  under  a  proper  system 
of  organization  and  discipline  (such  as  they  have  recommended  to  your 
honorable  body),  are  fully  competent,  without  any  aid  from  a  standing  army, 
to  the  defence  of  the  country  under  all  emergencies,  and  can  be  safely  re- 
lied upon  for  that  purpose. 

III.    FORTFFICATIONS. 

Your  memorialists  will  next  proceed  to  examine  the  subject  of  fortifica- 
tions, as  a  branch  of  the  military  defence  of  the  United  States.  They  pre- 
sume it  is  not  even  contemplated  to  introduce  into  this  country  the  extensive 
and  complicated  system  which  prevails  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  where 
nearly  all  the  principal  cities  are  surrounded  by  fortifications;  and  will, 
consequently,  confine  their  remarks  to  such  works  only  as  are  necessary  to 
aid  in  the  defence  of  our  maritime  and  inland  frontiers.  Your  memo- 
rialists would  respectfully  present  to  your  honorable  body  the  extract 
from  a  lecture,  delivered  by  one  of  their  number  (Captain  Partridge)  at 
Windsor,  Vermont,  in  June,  1821,  as  fully  cxpressiufir  their  views  on  this 
important  subject.  (See  pa2:e  23.)  Engineers  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  de- 
Bcription  of  works  best  calculated  for  maritime  defence.  Your  memorial- 
ists, however,  are  inclined  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  MmUulembtrt  castles, 
mounting  from  two  to  four  tiers  of  guns.    Some  of  the  prominent  ad- 
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Tantaftes  which  those  castles  possess  over  open  batteries,  ar  e  he  follow- 
ing, VIZ : 

Ist  Being  cosemated  and  bomb  proof,  the  perishable  parts,  such  as  the 
gun -carriages,  platforms,  &c.,  are  entirely  secured  from  the  weather,  and, 
consequently,  much  less  liable  to  decay,  and  the  troops  better  protected  from 
the  shots  and  shells  of  an  enemy  than  in  open  batteries. 

2d.  The  exterior  wall  being  circular,  and  presenting  the  convex  surfue 
towards  the  enemy,  is  much  stronger  than  a  rectilinear  wall  of  the  same 
thickness,  for  the  reason  that  the  effect  ot  shot  impinging  on  the  convex 
surface  of  such  wall  is  to  wedge  the  materials,  as  it  were,  nx>re  compactly, 
by  driving  them  from  the  circumference  towards  the  centre ;  and,  also,  from 
the  reason  that  a  portion  of  the  force  with  which  all  shot,  that  are  not  pro* 
iected  in  the  direction  of  the  radii  of  the  curve  would  impinge  on  the  wall, 
would  be  destroyed  in  consequence  of  striking  obliquely  on  the  same. 

3d.  In  a  work  of  the  size  of  Castle  Williams,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
iive  guns  from  each  tier  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  a  ship  ot  war.  which 
should  lie  at  the  usual  battering  distance ;  and  from  all  the  tiers,  ten,  6t 
teen,  or  twenty,  according  to  the  number  of  tiers.  Before  such  a  battery, 
if  well  manned  and  the  guns  well  served,  ne  ship  could  lie.  Your  me- 
morialists arc  aware,  however,  it  has  been  objf3Cted  to  these  castles  that  the 
smoke  will  accumulate  in  the  casemates  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  the  men  to  stand  to  the  guns.  The  experiments  made  at 
Castle  Williams,  soon  after  it  was  completed,  proved  the  fallacy  of  this  ob- 
jection ;  and,  indeed,  as^  these  casemates  are  open  in  the  rear,  there  appears 
to  be  no  reasonable  ground  for  nppreliension  on  this  account.  In  additioa 
to  the  foregoing,  your  memorialists  would  recommend  the  construction  of 
Martella  towers  at  the  more  exposed  points  on  the  seaboard.  These  toweis 
cost  but  little,  comparatively  ;  are  of  very  solid  and  permanent  construction, 
and  capable  of  withstanding  the  battering  from  heavy  artillery  for  a  long 
time.  Their  proper  position  is  in  the  vicinity  of  landing-places,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  disembarking  and  landing  of  troops.  Their 
height  may  be  from  twenty  to  tliirty-five  or  forty  feet,  and  guns  which  are 
mounted  on  the  lop  have,  consequently,  an  extensive  command.  The 
strength  and  elHcicucy  of  these  towers  were  fully  proved  by  the  defence 
which  one  of  them  (mounting  two  eighteen  pounders,  and  manned  by  thiiiy- 
three  men)  made  against  the  Ijritish  forces,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Hand,  when  they  attacked  Bftstja,  in  the  island  of  Corsica.  (See  Lord 
Hand's  ollicial  account,  dated  Tcbruary  22, 1794).  TJiis  tower,  situated  on 
the  point  of  Martella,  was  attacked  by  two  ships  (the  l^rtitude  and  Juno)^ 
both  of  which  were  beaten  off  much  damaged,  after  a  cannonade  of  two 
and  a  half  hours.  It  was  suteequcnlly  attacked  from  the  land  side,bot 
withstood  a  continued  and  severe  cannonade,  from  batteries  only  160  yards 
distant,  for  two  days,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  killed,  and  only  two  wounded. 
When  England  was  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  Napoleon,  the  Govern- 
ment ordered  the  construction  of  a  number  of  these  towers  on  the  moreex^ 
posed  parts  of  the  coast,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  landing-places,  to  prevent, 
or,  at  least,  to  render  very  hazardous,  the  disembarking  and  landin|(  of 
troops.  For  our  inland  frontier,  your  memorialists  believe  no  fortificanoiiS 
to  he  necessary,  except  stockades  or  earthern  works  of  simple  construction^ 
which  are  sufficient  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  savages. 
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Marine  Defences. 

T  nmiine  defences,  your  memorialists  woald  embrace  gunboats, 
lips,  and  fireships,  all  of  which  may  be  used  in  harbor  and  sea- 
efence*  * 

Junboats.  Gunboats  are,  in  many  respects,  well  adapted  to  aid 
defence  of  harbors  and  other  inland  waters.  Lying  low  on  the 
and  presenting  but  a  small  object  for  ships  of  war  to  fire  at,  while 
at  from  their  guns,  if  well  directed,  can  scarcely  miss  striking  a  ship 
n  wind  and  water,  their  fire  is  very  dangerous  to  larger  vessels.  As 
raw  but  little  water,  they  can  take  their  stations  in  shoal  water,  where 
»nnot  approach  them,  and  throw  their  shot  in  safety  from  such 
DCB  as  may  be  thought  best.  They  may,  therefore,  be  considered  in 
mluatioDs,  an  important  appendage  to  fortifications  in  the  defence  of 
•■,  bays,  &c.  The  Swedes  and  Danes,  it  is  believed,  have  been  so 
x>nyinced  of  their  efficiency,  as  to  have  uniformly  kept  flotillas  of 
on  the  Baltic. 

Steamships.  Steamships  of  war  are  of  modern  invention,  but  will 
less  be  found  the  most  rfficient  kind  of  marine  defence  for  harbors^ 
Sec.,  that  has  yet  been  tried.  Constructed  in  the  strongest  and  most 
nanner,  with  their  wheels  and  machintjry  well  secured  from  the  ene- 
shot,  mounted  with  the  heaviest  artillery,  and  moved  by  the  irresisti- 
•wer  of  steam,  they  possess  most  decided  advantages  over  ordinary 
of  war,  especially  when  such  ships  are  becalmed  or  at  anchor.  In 
Htuations,  they  would  be  enabled  to  take  their  station  under  the  stern 
JT  of  their  antagonist,  which  would  be  entirely  disabled  by  a  few  well- 
ed shots.  Time  will  determine  whether  steamships  are  adapted  for 
»  on  the  ocean,  but  of  their  superiority  for  harbor  and  seacoast  de- 
,  it  is  believed  there  can  bo  no  doubt. 
Pireships.     Fireships  have  been  used  from  the  earliest  period  of 

warfare ;  sometimes  successhilly,  but  more  generally  the  reverse. 
1  sent  against  an  enemy's  ship,  aficr  being  abandoned  by  their  crews, 
cease  to'  be  under  control ;  and,  consequently,  are  very  liable  to  run 
indy  to  miss  their  object,  to  be  lowed  off",  or  to  explode  before  coming 
ntact  with  their  enemy ;  in  all  of  which  contingencies  they  fail  in 
icing  the  intended  elfect.  It  is  evident  these  defects  cannot  be  reme-» 
unless  they  can  be  kept  under  control  until  they  have  produced  the 
roplated  effect.  And  here  your  memorialists  would  beg  leave  to  call 
ittentioQ  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  plan  of  a  fireship  proposed 
riah  Brown,  Esq.,  late  of  the  city  of  Washington.  One  of  your  me- 
ilists  (Captain  Partridge)  had  an  opportunity,  a  few  years  ago,  carefully 
amine  a  model  of  the  proposed  ship,  constructed  by  Mr.  Brown,  and 
strongly  impressed  in  its  favor.  ITie  proposed  ship  would  be  seventy- 
eet  in  length,  but  comparatively  narrow.  It  would  be  low  in  the  water, 
he  sides  and  deck  composed  of  solid  oak  timber,  two  feet  in  thickness. 
ie  parts  above  water  to  l)e  covered  with  thick  sheet-iron.  The  deck, 
odes  down  to  the  water-line,  to  be  formed  of  inclined  planes,  making 

angles  at  their  common  section,  as  that  no  shot  fired  from  a  ship  of 
can  strike  on  any  part  of  the  proposed  ship,  at  a  greater  angle  than 
sgrees ;  the  consequence  would  be,  that  all  shot  strikmg  the  ship  would 
het  without  penetrating  in  the  least,  the  sides  or  deck.  That  shot 
ng  on  a  smooth  and  hard  surface,  such  as  is  presented  by  tbe  pro- 
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posed  ship,  at  an  angle  not  greater  than  15  degrees,  would  ricocbc 
dent  from  the  fact  that  in  ricochet- firing  in  sieges,  the  shot,  impu 
the  surface  of  the  ground  at  an  angle  of  13  degrees,  do  not  bury  the 
but  ricochet  very  well.  The  sides  and  deck,  then,  of  4he  propc 
may  be  safely  considered  ball -proof.  The  ship  is  to  be  propelled  b 
and  the  machinerv,  wheels,  &c.,  would  be  as  well  secured  as  in  au 
ship  ;  and  it  would  also  be  as  perfectly  under  control,  the  crew 
the  same  time  all  below  deck.  Mr.  Brown  has  invented  a  liquid  < 
tion,  which  can  be  projected  by  mechanical  power  through  lubes 
through  orifices  in  the  deck,  to  the  distance  of  from  250  to  300  yan 
liquid,  when  it  leaves  the  tubes  and  comes  in  contact  with  the  8 
fire,  and  on  whatever  combustible  substance  it  falls,  it  immediate 
on  fire,  burning  so  furiously  that  water  will  not  extinguish  it.  ' 
tain  effect  of  fluid,  in  producing  combustion,  was  proved  by  seven 
ments  made  at  Baltimore,  during  the  late  war,  ana  subsequently,  t 
at  Washington,  one  of  which  was  witnessed  by  one  of  your  mem 
Mr.  Brown  has  also  devised  a  very  ingenious  method  of  directing 
towards  its  antagonist,  and  measuring  its  distance  therefrom  witl 
degree  of  accuracy  (although  below  deck),  by  means  of  reflecti 
thrown  on  a  graduated  surface.  To  prevent  the  ship  from  being 
he  has  devised  a  method  lor  throwing  the  liquid  flame  over  the 
that  in  case  an  enemy  should  succeed  in  getting  possession  of  t 
their  destruction  would  be  inevitable.  But  even  should  the  decl 
fiessed  by  an  enemy,  the  possession  of  the  ship  would  remain  y 
crew,  who  would  be  enabled  to  carry  ofl'  the  boarders  as  prisoner 
pose,  now,  that  a  ship  constructed  and  equipped  as  the  one  propo 
to  bear  down  on  a  ship  of  war  at  anchor  or  becalmed,  and  comin, 
striking  distance,  should  project  a  mass  of  this  liquid  flame  on  the 
masts,  decks,  &c.,  all  of  which  are  highly  combustible;  your  men 
believe  the  destruction  of  a  ship  so  situated  would  be  inevitabl 
balls  fired  from  the  ship  attacked,  glancing  from  the  sides  and  dec 
fire-ship,  would  produce  no  eflect,  and  surrender  or  destruction  mn; 
certain  result. 

From  a  due  consideration  of  the  foregoing  reasons,  your  men 
are  convinced  that  the  proposed  plan  would  remedy  cdl  the  prin 
fects  which  have  hitherto  attached  to  fireships,  and  prove  this  the  i 
cient  engine  of  defence  for  all  our  harbors  and  inland  waters, 
what  enemy  would  presume  to  approach  an  antagonist  which  ir 
sure  his  surrender  or  immediate  destruction  ?  The  late  General  1 
after  due  examination,  gave  his  opinion  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  | 
ship ;  but  actual  experiment  is  the  only  certain  means  of  testing ' 
cess  of  this,  as  well  as  of  most  other  projects.  Your  memorialists  an 
ed  that  Mr.  Brown  asked  an  appropriation  of  only  ten  Uioosand  d 
enable  him  to  prove,  by  experiment,  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  Cfl 
the  Government  might  appoint^  that  the  proposed  ship  would  an 
the  purposes  he  contemplated.  Would  it  not  be  advisable,  thei 
thorize  such  an  appropriation  as  would  be  required  to  make  all  thi 
xnents  necessary  to  test,  satisfactorily,  the  practical  utility  of  such  i 
seacoast  and  harbor  defence  ?  Your  memorialists  believe  it  weal 
accordingly,  respectfully  recommend  that  such  appropriation  b 
Should  tlie  result  of  the  experiment  be  favorable,  it  would,  undo 
be  not  only  lar  the  cheapest,  but  most  efficient  means  of  defence — a 
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of  those  ships  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  protect  »-.ny  of  our  harbors, 
other  inland  waters,  against  any  naval  force  whatever.  Tlie  composi- 
xnvcnted  by  Mr.  Drown  would  seem  to  be  as  potent  as  that  which  pro- 
5d  the  celebrated  liquid  fire  of  the  Greeks  (invented  by  Callinicus,  an 
neer  and  chemist  of  Ilcliopolis,  in  Syria),  by  wliicli  the  almost  innu- 
iblc  fleet  of  the  Saracens  was  twice  destroyed,  before  Constantinople, 
le  early  part  of  tlie  eighth  century,  and  the  siege  raised.  According  to 
bon,  this  Greek  fire  was  projected  through  copper  tubes  planted  on  the 
wn  of  the  fircships,  and  involved  in  flames  every  combustible  substance 
which  it  fell. 

four  meniorialists  will  now  proceed  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  recent 
ort  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  regret  that  a  sense  of  duty  compels  them 
ecord  Iheir  dissent  to  its  leading  features,  from  the  following  reasons,  viz  : 
St  Because  it  places  the  army  entirely  in  advance  of  the  citizen-soldiery, 
tinstituting  the  main  defence  of  tiie  country:  this,  your  memorialists 
teod,  is  in  direct  hostility  to  the  principles  of  our  republican  institutions. 
d.  Because  (he  plan  proposed  for  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
itia  would,  if  carried  out,  reduce  the  effective  militia  to  two  hundred 
iisand  men,  less  than  one-seventh  of  the  whole  number  now  subjected  to 
itary  duty. 

?o  vest  tlie  military  defence  of  the  country  in  so  comparatively  small 
srtion  of  the  constitutional  force,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
ists,  be  more  dangerous  to  liberty,  than  to  limit  the  right  of  voting  at 
nions  to  an  equally  small  proportion  of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States. 
nr  memorialists  believe  that  ail  measures  which  are  calculated  to  draw 
wr,  whether  civil  or  military,  from  the  many,  and  concentrate  it  in  the  few, 
I  adTerse  to  civil  liberty,  and  not,  for  a  moment,  to  be  tolerated.    Although 

plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  for  the  discipline  of  the  select  two 
tidred  thousand  militia,  appears  specious,  yet,  if  your  memorialists  do  not 
ch  mistake,  it  would,  ere  long,  assume  the  character  of  a  standing  army 
lisguise,  similar  to  the  yeoman  corps  in  England ;  and  that,  under  its 
luence,  the  great  body  of  the  militia  would  be  neglected,  and  sink  into 
repute,  its  martial  energies  paralyzed,  and  the  institution  finally  de- 
oyed. 

i.  Because  it  proposes  fully  to  sustain  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
int,  not  on  account  of  any  advantage  it  is  to  the  militia  or  to  the  people, 
ton  account  of  its  importance  to  the  character  of  the  army.  Now,  in  the 
Inion  of  your  memorialists,  there  is  not  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  more 
stocratic,  anti-republican,  and  monopolizing,  establishment,  than  the  in- 
luiion  at  West  Point.  The  whole  people  are  taxed  to  support  it,  while 
ifcely  one  in  six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  can  derive  any  advantage 
'miL  Its  whole  organization  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  principles  of 
r  republican  institutions. 

L  Because  it  proposes  to  prosecute  the  present  expensive,  and  compara- 
sly  useless  system  of  fortifications,  on  which  so  large  an  amount  of  the 
jple's  money  is  annually  expended,  instead  of  being  appropriated  to  aid 

discipline  of  our  citizen-soldiery,  who  constitute  the  real  defence  of  the 
mtry,  and  ultimately  to  involve  the  nation  in  an  enormous  annual  ex- 
ise^  to  keep  these  works  in  repair.  Mounds  of  earth,  or  of  masonry, 
own  up  in  the  form  of  fortifications,  are  nothing  but  the  result  of  labor, 
Kled  by  science,  and  can  always  be  constructed  on  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
1,  by  the  troops  that  are  to  defend  themi  provided  they  have  competent. 
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eng;iDeers  to  direct    The  plan  for  the  general  dissemination  of  military  . 
science  amon^  the  people,  proposed  by  the  military  convention  at  Norwich, 
Vermont,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1S38,  and  recommended  by  your  memo-  [^ 
rialists  to  your  honorable  body  for  adoption,  would  furnish  an  ample  aip-  I 

Ely  of  scientific  engineers  in  every  section  of  the  United  States,  who  wooid  ; 
e  perfectly  competent  to  direct  the  energies  of  our  citizen-soldiers  in  thi  •^. 
construction  of  fortifications  in  all  cases  of  emergency.    Your  memorialiili 
have  now  discharged,  according  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  the  important 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  a  highly  respectable  convention  of  their  tiIov> 
citizens,  and  would  most  respectfully  and  urgently  recommend  the  result  of 
their  labors  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  PARTRIDGE, 
T.  B.  RANSOM, 
JOHN  WRIGHT, 
N.  B.  CUTTING, 
C.  L.  NEWTON, 
S.  B.  HAZELTINE. 


MirJTARY  CONVENTION. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  military  convention  at  Nonnr'ich  "Wl 
held  on  the  15th  August.     The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Coloarf ._ 
N.  Miller,  vice-president ;  when,  on  motion,  General  Jacob  Washburn  w« 
appointed  president  pro  tomi>oro,  J.  Udall,  Esq.,  beiuij  absent.    Alttg> 
number  of  gentlemen  were  present  from  Vermont,  New  IIamiisliire,Ncr^ 
York,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts. 

Captain  Partridge,  from  the  counnittee  appointed  for  that  purpose,!*— 
ported  an  address  on  the  subject  of  tlie  militia,  to  the  people  of  the  Ui ' 


States ;  which  was  read  and  adopted.  The  coniniitteo  also  reported  ^ 
plan  for  the  organization  and  improvement  of  the  militia  of  the  UiuIb4| 
States ;  which  was  also  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced  l»y  Dr.  Davis,  read, acijd 
unanimously  adopted :  . 

Resolved^  That  when  this  convention  adjonrns,  it  adjourn  to  meel  Mi 
Montpelier,  on  Friday,  the  12th  of  (Jcloher,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  atieniooo- 

Resolvpf/^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  militia,  and  friends  of  ane^fe 
cient  militia  system,  in  A'ermont  and  adjacent  Suites,  io  sund  delegates  iq 
the  adjourned  meetini?  at  Montpelier.  j 

It  was  then,  on  motion,  voted,  that  the  doings  of  this  oonveniion,  inclu- 
ding the  address,  be  published  in  all  the  newspajxirs  in  the  United  StagB 
friendly  to  the  improvement  of  the  militia,  and  that  are  willing  to  puUwb 
the  same.  s 

On  motion,  voted  to  adjourn.  -^ 

J.  WASUBVKS,  President  pro  tem^ 

Wm.  E.  Lewis,")  ^^ 

J.  Sweet,  Jk,  | '^«««''''-'^*- 

7'o  i/te  military  convention^  adjourned  to  meet  at  Noncich  on  the  16rt^^« 

Augustyl838: 

Gentlemen:  The  committee  appointed  at  your  session  on  the4th<ip 
July  last  to  propose  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  militia  of  the  Unitw 
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,  and  report  the  same  at  your  adjourned  session,  beg  leave  respect- 

0  report :  That  they  had  the  important  subject  committed  to  them 
cooftideratiou,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  plan,  which 

s  to  them  to  be  simple  in  ks  execution,  and  well  calculated  to 
plish  the  object  contemplated : 

he  16th  article  of  the  8th  section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
,  it  is  declared  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  or^an- 
armingj  and  disciplvwig  the  militia ;  and  in  the  second  article  of 
Iments  to  the  Constitution  it  is  further  declared,  that "  a  well-iegii- 
militia  being  necessary  for  the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of 
aople  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed."  Your  commit- 
!el  well  assured  that  the  clause  above  quoted  from  the  15th  article 
3th  section  of  the  Constitution  invests  Congress  with  full  power  to 
all  laws,  and  adopt  all  measures  necessary  for  organizing  and  dia- 
ling the  militia  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  render  them  efficient 
ilitarjr  services,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  discharge,  in  tlie  best 
k)le  manner,  the  important  duties  imposed  upon  them  as  the  guar- 
of  our  national  independence,  and  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties ; 

1  the  second  article  of  the  amendments  is  an  unequivocal  and  decided 
sssion  of  the  importance  which  the  wise  and  patriotic  founders  of  our 
jKc  attributed  to  a  well-regulated  militia.  For  the  purpose,  then,  of 
ing  into  effect  the  powers  thus  vested  in  Congress,  your  committee 
ait  the  following  propositions,  which  they  believe  ought  to  be  im- 
ed  into  general  law,  viz  : 

St  Let  the  militia  be  composed  of  all  citizens  capable  of  bearing  arms, 

veen  the  ages  of  twenty  and  fifty  years. 

L  Let  the  enrolled  militia  be  divided  into  three  classes ;  the  first,  or 

ior  class,  to  be  composed  of  those  between  twenty-one  and  thirty-one 

a  of  age ;  the  second  class,  of  those  between  thirty-one  and  forty-one 

B  of  age;  and  the  third,  or  senior  class,  of  those  between  forty-one 

1  fifty  years  of  age. 

ti  Let  the  junior  class  be  required  to  encamp  six  successive  days  each 

ir,  either  by  battalions  or  brigades,  for  the  purpose  of  military  instruc- 

k;  and  let  each  individual  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

itei  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day  during  each  encampment 

Ut  Let  the  class  be  officered,  during  the  time  of  encampment,  either 

officers  selected  from  this  particular  class,  or  by  such  as  may  be  de- 

U,in  rotation,  from  the  officers  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  as 

j^ress  shall,  by  law,  prescribe. 

^  When  any  member  of  the  first  class  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 

^-one,  he  would  pass  into  the  second  class,  and  thence,  at  the  age  of 

^-one,  into  the  third  class ;  the  members  of  which  classes  should  be 

P  ttrolled,  but  not  required  to  do  any  further  military  duty  in  time  of 

*ce,  except  to  turn  out  once  a  year  to  be  mustered,  unless  tlie  legisla- 

}*oftlie  States  should  otherw^ise  prescribe,  by  law. 

^  All  details,  for  active  service,  to  be  made  from  the  junior  class,  un- 

^l  the  members  of  that  class  shall,  in  rotation,  have  pursued  one  term 

Iflty;  after  which  detail  should  be  made  from  the  second  class,  and 

luitely  firom  the  third  class,  should  emergencies  require  it.     In  time 

real  public  danger,  however,  details  should  be  made  from  all  the  class- 

ionutaneously,  should  the  public  safety  render  it  necessary. 
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7th.  Let  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  the  quartermaster  genera!, 
and  the  paymaster  general,  of  each  State,  be  allowed  an  annual  salary  of 
twelve  hundred  dollars  each. 

8th.  Let  officers  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  be  called  out  into 
camp  of  rendezvous,  either  by  battalion  dr  brigade,  three  successive  days 
in  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  military  instruction,  and  be  allowed  two 
dollars  per  day  each,  during  tlie  time. 

9th.  Let  the  military  academy  at  West  Point  be  aholishedy  and  StaU 
institutions  substituted  instead  thereof,  for  the  cultivation  of,  and  general 
examination  into,  military  science,  agreeably  to  the  plan  contained  in  the 
accompanying  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

10th.  Let  the  professors  of  the  proposed  State  institutions  be  required 
to  attend,  annually,  all  the  camps  of  instmction  in  their  respective  States, 
in  the  capacity  of  military  instnicters. 

11th.  As  every  citizen  has  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  military 
defence  of  the  country,  the  security  of  liberty,  i)erson,  and  property,  there- 
fore every  one  ought  to  contribute  his  due  proportion  of  service  for  that 
purpose.  If,  however,  any  one  ])e  prevented  from  rendering  such  service 
by  personal  disabihty,  or  other  imperative  necessity,  he  ought  to  pay  an 
equivalent  in  place  thereof,  in  money.  By  adopting  the  foregoing  |iaii, 
your  committee  feel  confident  that  the  following,  among  other  advantages} 
would  result,  viz : 

1st  The  officers  of  the  militia  would,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  become 
well  acquainted  with  the  practical  details  of  discipline  and  militairy  duty, 
which  would  inspire  confidence  in  the  soldiers,  and  enable  them  to  coin* 
mand  them  successfiilly  in  active  ser\nce. 

2d.  The  ^eat  body  of  the  militia  would,  in  like  manner,  become  sp 
well  versed  m  mechanical  discipline,  that,  combined  with  tlieir  superior' 
physical  and  moral  energies,  it  would  enable  them  to  combat  successful- 
ly, like  the  republican  legions  of  Rome,  among  enemies  to  which  they 
might  be  opposed. 

3d.  A  unifonnity  of  discipline  would  be  established  among  the  militia 
of  all  the  States,  as  the  military  instructers  would  be  required  to  instruct 
agreeably  to  one  uniform  system. 

4th.  Military  science  would  be  uniformly  and  ei^ually  disseminated 
throughout  the  United  States. 

5th.  A  proper  military  spirit  would  be  cherished  among  the  people,  with- 
out which  civil  liberty  will  not  long  exist  in  aiiy  country.     The  history  . 
of  every  republic  proves  the  tnith  of  this  assertion. 

6th.  All  necessity  for  a  standing  army  would  be  done  away,  as  the  mi-  . 
litia  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  effective  military  defence  of  the 
country.  ;;■ 

7th.  It  would  constitute  the  safest  guarantee  of  peace.     What  natioa  [ ' 
would  attempt  to  invade  our  rights,  when  they  were  defended  by  a  well-    * 
disciplined  force  of  six  hundred  thousand  firemen,  which  could  be  brought  ^ 
into  the  field  almost  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  this  backed  by  a  reserfS  ' 
of  at  least  thirteen  hundred  thousand  more  ?    We  believe  none.    AH  of  . 
which  is  respectfully  submitted.  . 

JACOB  WASHBURN, 
ALDEN  PARTRIDGE, 
N.  MILLER, 
S.  B.  HAZELTINB. 
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To  the  people  of  the  United  States  : 

ELLOW-CiTizENS :  The  undersigned  having  been  appointed,  by  the 
tary  convention  assembled  at  Norwich,  Vermont,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
3,  a  committee  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  organization,  dis- 
ine,  &c.,  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  enter  on  the  discharge  of 
duties  assigned  them  with  a  full  conviction  of  its  great  importance  to 
welfere  of  the  country.  The  history  of  the  whole  world,  from  the 
iest  period  down  to  the  present  lime,  proves  that  wars  have  existed  in 
ry  a^,  and  among  all  nations,  whether  in  the  savage,  the  barbarous, 
he  civilized  state.  The  cause  which  has  produced  those  wars  and 
ddshed,  viz,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  unjust  and  tt/rajmical  Gov- 
ments  and  lawless  aggressors  to  trample  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
uldnd,  still  exists,  and  is  in  active  operation ;  and,  so  long  as  the  same 
ise  does  exist  and  continue  in  active  operation,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
I  the  same  results  will  not  flow  from  it.  This  consideration  clearly 
nts  out,  and  most  forcibly  enjoins  upon  every  nation  Avhich  is  not  pre- 
ed  to  surrender  its  rights  and  liberties  to  lawless  and  tyrannical  aggres- 
a,  the  duty  of  being  well  prepared  to  protect  them,  by  a  competent  and 
itopiriate  system  of  military  defence.  Indeed,  one  great  and  leading 
act  in  framing  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  to 
vide  for  the  common  defence.  What  would  all  our  boasted  liberties 
worth  if  we  are  incapable  of  defending  them?  The  military  defence 
oonntries  is  of  two  descriptions :  the  one  is,  when  a  portion  of  the  popu  - 
m  is  equipped  with  all  the  habiliments  of  war,  organized  into  the  regu- 
r  standing  army,  and  maintained  as  such  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  in 
ae  of  war :  the  other  is,  when  the  great  body  of  the  people,  cai)able  of 
tting  arms,  and  organized  into  militia,  constitute  the  military  force  of 
e  country.  As  to  standing  armies,  it  is  believed  there  is  but  one  opinion 
MM  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject.  They  consider 
cm  hostile  to  civil  liberty,  and  the  history  of  many  ages  proves  them  to 
we  been  so.  They  are  the  necessary  appendages  of  monarchy,  and  con- 
itaie  the  right  arm  of  tyranny.  Take  away  the  standing  armies  of  Eu- 
>pe,and  wliat  monarch  could  sustain  himself  six  months  on  his  throne? 
^Revolutionary  fathers  well  understood  their  character,  and  witnessed 
^  power  in  combating  against  liberty,  and  in  shedding  innocent  blood. 
}o  we  wish  further  proof  ?  the  recent  tragic  scenes  at  St.  Charles,  St. 
^flUache,  and  in  other  parts  of  Canada,  will  furnish  it  It  is  evident, 
^j  that  the  attention  of  a  free  people  should  not,  even  for  one  moment, 
^directed  to  a  standing  army,  as  the  guardian  of  their  liberties  and  inde- 
*otajce.  For  the  protection  of  these  they  should  rely  only  on  theni- 
jl^  The  great  and  good  men  who  framed  the  Constitution  of  the 
'Qited  States,  were  well  aware  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  well-regu- 
Mind  eJBIcient  national  militia,  for  the  preservation  oi  our  national  in- 
^pendence  and  of  public  liberty.  They,  therefore,  wisely  invested  Con- 
^  with  full  power  to  adopt  all  the  necessary  and  proper  measures  for 
I&blishing  and  rendering  efficient,  for  the  military  defence  of  tiie  coun- 
\  such  national  force. 

In  the  16th  article  of  the  8th  section  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared 
tt  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and 
ciplining  the  militia ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  importance  which  was 
ichcd  to  the  militia,  it  is  further  declared  in  tlie  same  article  of  amende 
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ment  to  the  Constitution,  that "  a  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to 
the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms 
shall  not  be  infringed."  The  necessity  of  a  well-regulated  nulitia  to  the 
security  of  our  free  institutions  is  established  by  the  high  authority  of  the 
framers  of  the  Government,  and  sustained  by  the  voice  of  the  people 
themselves,  when  they  adopted  the  present  Constitution,  and  Congress 
was  invested  with  full  power  to  make  this  institution  what  it  was  evi- 
dently designed  to  be,  the  great  and  safe  constitutional  military  force  of 
the  nation,  to  repel  all  foreign  invasion,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  and  to  suppress  insurrections.  But  in  order  that  the  national  fcrce 
should  be  efficient,  it  should  be  organized  and  disciplined.  An  efficient 
and  appropriate  organization  must  contain  the  following  provisions,  viz.: 

1st.  A  proper  arrangement  into  companies,  battalions,  brigades,  and 
divisions,  with  the  appropriate  number  of  officers,  non-conunissioned  offi- 
<jers,  musicians,  &c.,  to  each  of  the  foregoing  divisions. 

2d.  There  should  be  a  due  proportion  of  infentry,  artillery,  cavalry, 
light  infantry,  and  riflemen. 

3d.  Provisions  should  be  made  for  an  efficient  organization  of  the  staff, 
embracing  the  departments  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  the 
quartermaster  general,  the  commissary  general,  the  paymaster  general, and 
the  medical  department,  in  each  State. 

4th.  It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  divide  the 
militia  into  three  classes,  for  the  purpose  of  military  instruction,  and  also 
for  active  service,  in  the  following  maimer :  The  first  class  to  embiaoe 
those  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-one  years  of  age,  the  second  to  emlnaoe 
those  fiom  thirty-one  to  forty-one  years  of  age,  and  the  third  class,  which 
should  constitute  a  corps  of  reserve,  those  from  forty-one  to  forty-five  yean 
of  age.  The  details  under  each  of  the  foregoing  articles  should  be  so 
arranged  as  to  correspond  with  what  has  been  found  most  efficient  and 
useful  in  active  service,  in  the  present  improved  state  of  the  military  ait 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  disciplining  the  militia ;  and  the 
first  thing  here  to  be  done  is,  to  ascertain  the  true  meaning  of  the  woid 
discipline^  as  it  is  used  in  the  Constitution.  Docs  it  simply  mean  to  in- 
struct them  in  the  manual  exercise,  to  face,  to  march,  to  wheel  or  ton, 
and  to  execute  a  series  of  mechanical  movements  (many  of  them  unne- 
cessary, and  calculated  merely  for  show)  culled  manoBUvres,  or  evolutions! 
An  army  may  have  all  this,  and  still  be  comparatively  inefficient  when 
opposed  by  a  scientific  and  skilful  enemy.  It  is  evident  that  the  finmen 
of  the  Constitution  intended  the  militia  to  constitute  the  grand  mililny 
defence  of  the  nation,  and  that  they  intended  to  invest  Congress  with 
full  power  to  adopt  all  the  necessary  measures  to  prepare  them  fcr  the 
<^OTTect  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  important  duties  devolving  QpOB 
them ;  and  tliat,  consequently,  under  the  head  of  disciplining  them  tnev  .: 
intended  to  embrace  all  those  branches  of  instruction,  both  theoretical  ana. 
practical,  that  are  necessary  to  qualify  both  officers  and  soldiers  tat  the 
appropriate  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  in  the  effi- 
cient military  corps  to  which  they  may  belong.  We,  then,  considn  • 
proper  system  of  military  instruction,  both  for  officers  and  scdidienii  M . 
absolutely  necessary  to  disciplining,  or  rendering  them  effecliTe  iir 
military  scrnce ;  and  that,  consequently,  any  system  of  legislation  on  the 
subject  that  does  not  provide  for  this,  will  utterly  fail  of  accomplishing  its 
object.    This  will  lead  to  an  examination  into  the  character  of  the  pro- 
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instniction,  and  the  best  and  most  economical  means  of  communi- 

I  it  Military,  like  every  other  kind  of  instruction,  naturally  divides 
wo  grand  divisions,  viz,  theoretical  and  practical ;  the  former  com- 
g  such  investigations  as  are  necessaiy  to  a  correct  understanding  of 
rinciples  of  the  different  branches  of  military  science ;  the  second, 
nctiod  application  of  those  principles  to  every  kind  of  active  military 
».  This  second  division,  then,  evidently  comprises  all  the  duties 
he  great  body  of  the  militia,  the  rank  and  file,  would  be  called  upon 
charge ;  the  first  division  being  more  particularly  necessary  for  the 
sr  grades  of  officers,  engineers,  o&c.    And  we  will  now  proceed  to 

.  out  what  appears  to  be  the  best  manner  of  communicating  the  ne- 
(ry  instruction  in  it. 

.  Let  there  be  appointed  in  each  State  military  instructors,  in  such 
ler  and  in  such  numbers  as  will  be  hereafter  proposed,  whose  duty 

II  be  to  attend  the  several  camps,  and  afford  all  the  necessary  instruc- 
o  the  battalion  or  brigade  there  assembled.  These  instructers  should 
received  a  regular  scientific  military  education,  and  be  competent  to 
ict,  not  only  in  all  the  established  manoeuvres,  embracing  the  evolu- 
of  the  line,  and  other  field,  garrison,  and  camp  duties,  but  also  to 
in  the  use  of  the  whole  in  active  service,  and  the  principles  on  which 
are  founded. 

L.  The  course  of  instruction  would  consequently  embrace  every  thing 
B  necessary  to  prepare  troops  for  active  service.  Now  one  course  of 
iction  would  better  prepare  those  subjected  to  it  for  active  military 
se,  than  they  are,  or  ever  will  be,  under  the  present  system,  in  the 
B  period  from  eighteen  to  forty-six  years  of  age ;  and  by  continuing 
r  such  mstructiou  for  ten  years,  they  would  become  well-drilled  sol- 
They  would  then  pass  into  the  second  class,  and  be  relieved  from 
iry  duty,  except  in  time  of  war,  or  other  urgent  necessity.  As  the 
8  of  the  officers  are  of  a  higlier  order  than  those  of  the  rank  and  file, 
should  be  called  out,  either  into  camp  or  rendezvous,  by  brigades,  at 
three  days  in  each  year,  in  addition  to  the  time  abovementioned, 
e  they  should  be  instructed  more  particularly  in  the  duties  of  their 
etive  stations.  This  would  prepare  them  for  the  correct  discharge  of 
duties  in  the  camps  of  general  mstruction. 

)  next  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  first,  or  theoretical  division  of 
ictioD.  which  embraces  the  investigation  of  principles,  and  the  cultiva- 
ind  improvement  of  the  military  art,  and  which,  probably,  comprises 
D  its  wide  range  a  greater  variety  of  branches,  and  a  greater  amount  of 
36,  than  any  other  department  or  human  knowledge.  It  is  based  on  the 
ematics,  and  embraces  within  its  scope  almost  the  whole  circle  of  the 
sea.  The  military  art  has  undergone  a  great  change,  and  been  much' 
ifed,  within  the  last  fifty  years.  The  French  Revolution  has  had  the 
ipal  agency  in  effecting  this.  Every  nation,  therefore,  which  expects  or 
m  to  meet  its  enemies  on  equal  terms,  must  cultivate  this,  as  they  would 
me  any  other  branch  of  useful  knowledge,  viz :  by  making  it  a  branch 
idy  and  instruction  at  seminaries  of  learning  established  for  that  par- 
The  question  now  arises,  in  what  way,  or  by  what  means,  can  udn- 
provide  most  effectually,  most  economically,  most  certainly,  and  most 
Bovdanoe  with  the  principles  of  our  republican  institutions,  for  the  cul* 
on  and  general  dissemination  of  military  science  throughout  the  ooan« 
far  iQoh  provision  we  are  confident  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  i» 
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to  keep  pace  with  other  nations  in  the  improvement  of  the  great  art  of  na- 
tional defence,  and  without  which  our  miliiia  system  can  never  be  perfected. 
We  are  aware  many  will  answer  that  such  provision  has  already  been 
made  by  means  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.     We  will  proceed 
to  examine  this  subject.    Tiie  institution  at  West  Point  is  wholly  supported 
at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  already  paid 
about  half  a  million  ot  dollars  for  erecting  buildings,  procuring  apparatus, 
&C.,  d6C.      In  addition  to  this,  the  annual  expense  of  the  institution  is 
about  $300,000.     Provision  is  made  by  law  for  educating  250  cadets  at 
this  seminary,  and  to  complete  the  course  of  instruction  requires  four  yean. 
The  nqmber  of  graduates,  therefore,  for  each  year  (supposing  all  who  en- 
ter^ to  complete  the  full  course)  would  be  sixty-two.      The  people,  there- 
fore, at  this  rate  are  taxed  about  $4,851  for  every  officer  educated  at  West 
Point.  But  as  a  considerable  portion  of  the  cadets  never  complete  the  course 
of  instruction,  the  cost  of  each  graduate  is  proportionably  increased,  and 
$5,000  would  probably  be  a  low  estimate.      But,  notwithstanding  this 
heavy  tax  on  the  people  for  its  support,  the  institution  does  not,  in  the  most 
remote  degree,  aid  in  the  discipline  of  the  militia,  or  in  the  dissemination  of 
military  science.     Those  cadets  who  graduate  are  immediately  attached  to 
the  army,  to  the  limited  sphere  of  which  all  their  operations  are  confined. 
The  organization  of  the  seminary  is  also  in  direct  violation  of  the  funda- 
mental   principles   of  our  republican    institutions,  viz,   that    stations  of 
honor,  trust,  and  emolument,  shall  be  equally  open  to  all.     The  law  estab- 
lishing the  seminary  on  its  present  plan,  prohibits  the  appointment  of  any 
cadet  who  is  under  fourteen  or  above  twenty -one  years  of  age ;  and  the 
jegulations  of  the  War  Department  require  that  all  the  vacuums  for  offi- 
eers  that  occur  in  the  army  shall  be  filled  by  the  graduates  from  Weit 
Point.     The  consequence  is,  that  every  young  man  in   the  United  States 
who  has  attained  the  ago  of  twenty-one  years,  unless  he  happen  to  be  one 
of  the  selected  250,  whom  Executive  favor  has  placed  in  this  public  charity 
school  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense,  is  utterly  excluded  from  hold- 
ing any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  emolument  (above  that  of  a  non  conimiS' 
sioned  officer),  in  the  military  service  of  the  country. 

Suppose  Congress  should  pass  a  law  excluding  from  such  offices  of 
honor,  trust,  and  emolument,  ail  American  citizens,  except  such  select 
number  of  250  as  the  President  might  think  proper  to  choose,  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  twenty  one  years ;  would  not  the  whole  people  |m>- 
nouace  it  unconstitutional,  and  as  a  most  high-handed  and  flagrant  invasioD 
of  their  rights?  Yet  the  War  Department  has  done  the  same  thing  by 
regulation,  and  it  has  been  acquiesced  in  for  nearly  twenty  years.  By  this 
means  the  Military  Academy  is  converted  into  a  grand  monopoly  (tup- 
port^  by  the  people's  money),  and  constitutes  a  nucleus  around  which  ii 
rapidly  concentrating  a  military  aristocracy.  But  is  the  course  of  eduoar 
tion  at  this  institution  such  as  to  prepare  young  men  to  endure  cold  anl 
heltt,  hunger,  thirst,  fatigue,  and  all  the  hardships  incidental  to  war?  Lot 
iaots  answer.  A  few  years  ago  a  bill  was  introduced  into  Congress  maUog 
an  appropriation  of  money  (it  is  believed  $60,000  was  the  sum)  to  erect  t 
baildtng  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  thi^e  hardy  soldiers  from  the  weathtf 
daring  their  military  exercises.  The  bill  passed ;  and,  during  the  discai- 
aidni  a  member  gravely  nooved  an  additional  appropriation  to  furnish  thM 
with  umbrellas  also.  Is  this  the  way,  fellow-citizens,  to  form  soldiin  ibc 
moUxft  and  efficient  services  7    We  hear  you  respond :    No  1    Wliat,  th^n, 
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(henseof  it?  We  answer,  to  form  military  pedants  and  military  dan- 
ies.  What,  then,  you  may  ask,  should  be  done  with  the  institution  ?  We 
Dswer,  abolish  it— totally  abolish  it — and  substitute  something  much  better 
1  its  place.  If  you  ask  what  better  substitute  we  would  propose,  we  aa- 
«rer,  State  institutions.  Let  these  State  institutions  be  adopted  for  the 
ultivation  and  general  dissemination  of  military  science  throughout  our 
oantry. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  state,  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which  we  feel  con- 
dent  this  important  object  din  be  most  certainly,  most  economically,  and 
dost  beneficially  accomplished.  liCt  Congress  pass  a  law  containing  the 
oUowin?  provisions,  viz : 

1st  That  whenever  the  legislature  of  any  State  will  organize  scmina- 
ies  in  said  State  (not  to  exceed  the  number  hereinafter  proposed),  in  which 
Dilitary  science  and  instruction  shall  be  made  an  appendage  to  the  usual 
iril  education  of  the  students;  and  shall  provide  competent  professors  for 
lat  department ;  such  professors  shall  be  paid  from  the  public  Treasury  of 
16  United  States,  and  no  charge  be  made  to  the  students  for  such  military 
ist  ruction. 

2d.  That  the  number  of  such  seminaries,  to  which  each  State  shall  be 
ntiiled,  shall  be  according  to  the  following  ratio  of  population,  viz :  each 
tate,  the  population  of  which  does  not  exceed  2^(1,000,  shall  be  entitled  to 
ne  seminary;  each  State,  the  population  of  which  exceeds  25Q,0(H),  but 
oes  not  exceed  600,(i00,  shall  be  entitled  to  two  seminaries ;  each  State, 
ie  population  of  which  exceeds  600,000,  but  does  not  exceed  1,000,000, 
ball  he  entitled  to  three  seminaries;  each  State,  the  population  of  which 
zc<^s  1,000,000,  but  docs  not  exceed  1,500,000.  shall  he  entitled  to  four 
eminaries;  and  each  State  whose  population  exceeds  l,5tK),000  shall  be  en- 
illed  to  five  seminaries. 

3d-  That  there  should  l)e  allowed  to  each  seminary,  one  professor  of 
ictics,  and  one  professor  of  military  and  civil  engineering:;  each  professor 
D  be  allowed  a  salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  These  nro- 
essors.  in  addition  to  the  duties  at  their  respective  seminaries,  should  be 
equired  to  attend,  in  the  capacity  of  instructers,  the  camf>s  of  instruction, 
KHh  for  the  officers  and  for  the  junior  class  of  the  militia,  as  has  been  be- 
bre  mentioned. 

4th.  The  course  of  instruction  at  those  seminaries  should  embrace  the 
iractical  drill  of  the  infantry  and  riflemen ;  permanent  and  field  fortifications, 
he  construction  of  marine  batteries,  mining  and  counter  minine^  the  prin- 
aplesof  gunnery,  civil  and  military  architecture,  the  construction  of  brid- 
les, road.>,  canals,  and  locks  ;  cistrametation,  field  and  garrison  duty,  em- 
meing  the  turning  off,  mounting,  and  relieving  guards,  sentinels,  &c. 

5th.  Each  seminary  shall  l^e  furnished  with  at  least  two  field-pieces  (six- 
poonders)  completely  equipped,  and  the  requisite  number  of  muskets  and 
leoontrenients,  knapsacks,  d:c. 

At  these  institutions  would  be  form.ed  our  scientific  engineers  and 
irtillerists,  and  skilful  tacticians  and  able  generals.  The  students,  after 
mdaatin^,  would  be  disi)ersed  over  the  whole  United  States,  and  dis- 
leminate  the  knowledge  they  had  thus  acquired,  and  on  any  sudden 
nnei^ncy,  there  would  be  found  at  every  exposed  point,  in  the  ranks 
if  the  people  themselves,  able  engineers,  and  skilful  leaders,  to  give  an 
ifficient  and  successful  direction  to  the  martial  energies  of  the  militia. 
There  would  be,  according  to  the  foregoing  plan,  about  seventy  five  of  the  , 
Kmioaries  in  the  United  States,  which  would  require  one  hundied  bDii  ' 
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fifty  professors ;  the  amount  of  their  salaries,  at  eighteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  would  be  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  Suppose 
now  that  each  of  these  seminaries  should  number  one  hundred  students,  there 
would  be  constantly,  under  the  proposed  system  of  education,  in  the  United 
States,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  young  men  ;  and  in  case  the  whole 
course  of  instructioH,  civil  and  military,  should  require  the  usual  period  of 
four  years,  the  number  of  graduates  each  year  would  be  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-five.  These  young  men,  by  mingling  with  the 
people,  would  disseminate  their  military  information  to  every  point  of  the 
United  States,  and  render  the  most  efficient  aid  in  disciplining  the  militia. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  results  of  this  plan  with  those  of  the  Militaiy 
Academy  at  West  Point. 

And,  first,  the  cost  of  obtaining  sixty  graduates  at  that  institution  is  about 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  cost  of  obtaining  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  scveniy-five,  equally  well  qualified,  on  the  proposed  ptan, 
would  be  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  The  militaiy 
knowledge  acquired  at  West  Point  is  confined  to  the  army,  and,  consequeat- 
ly,  does  not  in  the  least  aid  in  the  discipline  oi  the  militia.  That  acquired 
on  the  proposed  plan  would  be  ^nerally  disseminated,  and  aid  most  essen- 
tially in  the  discipline  of  the  miUtia.  The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
has  a  direct  tendency  to  build  up  a  standing  army,  and  establish  a  military 
aristocracy  in  the  country.  The  proposed  plan  is  entirely  free  from  this 
objection,  and  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  of  our  republi- 
can institutions,  which  constitute  every  citizen  a  soldier,  where  his  services 
as  such  are  required.  Its  tendency  is  to  retain  the  military  defence  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  where  the  Constitution  has  placed  it, 
by  rendering  a  standing  army  unnecessary,  and  tliereby  keeping  down  a 
military  aristocracy,  which  is  the  necessary  and  inevitable  consequence  ot 
a  standing  army  in  every  country.  It  does  not  encroach,  in  the  least  d^ 
greey  on  the  rights  of  the  States,  for  if  tlie  legislatures  of  any  of  the  States 
do  not  wish  such  institutions  within  their  limits,  they  will  not  avail  them- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  law  by  organizing  them.  But  as  the  militia 
of  each  State  constitutes  its  military  defence,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the 
military  defence  of  the  nation,  every  State  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  diflCh 
pline  of  its  militia,  and  would,  consequently,  have  nn  interest  in  co-operalinff 
with  the  General  Grovernment  in  all  constitutional  measures  which  shoola 
be  bbst  calculated  to  render  such  discipline  most  perfect.  The  system  of  edu- 
cation at  the  proposed  seminaries  (combining  the  civil  and  military)  wouM 
also  prepare  those  who  should  have  the  advantages  of  it,  much  better  than 
a  purely  civil  one,  for  the  discharge  of  important  public  duties.  Is  not  the 
President  of  the  United  States  commander-in-chief  of  the  wh(^  military 
force  of  the  country?  Ought  he  not,  then,  even  it  he  sliould  never  exe^ 
cise  any  active  military  comnKind,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  all  military 
subjects,  to  enable  him  to  judge  and  decide  correctly  respecting  the  military 
defence  of  the  nation  ?  The  j^overnors  of  the  States  are  the  coustituliond 
imilitary  commanders  of  the  military  force  of  their  respective  States ;  ought 
:they  not,  then,  to  possess  similar  qualifications  1  Are  not  the  raemben  of 
Congress  called  upon  annually  to  vote  away  large  amounts  of  their  con- 
stituents' money  for  military  purposes?  And  can  they  judge  correctly  of  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  such  appropriations,  if  they  are  entirely  ignorant 
of  military  subjects  ?  We  think  not.  We  do  not  hold  that  ignorance  ii 
any  qucdification  for  the  discharge  of  important  public  duties. 
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next  proceed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  necessary  to 
dEoci  the  whole  of  the  preceding  plan.  We  will  assume  the  whole 
militia  in  the  junior  class  (from  21  to  31  years  of  age)  to  be  six 
loosand,  and  propose  to  allow  each  individual  one  doflar  and  fifty 
lay ;  this,  for  six  days,  the  proposed  time  of  instruction,  would 
nine  dollars  per  annum  for  each,  and  five  millions  four  hundred 
loUars  for  the  whole.  We  next  assume  the  whole  number  of 
itimating  the  whole  body  of  the  militia)  to  be  one  hundred 
and  allowing  each  two  dollars  per  day  for  the  three  days  it  is 
hey  should  te  under  instruction  each  year,  the  amount  would 
ara  each,  and  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  the 
I'he  number  of  adjutant  and  inspectors  ^neral,  quartermasters 
id  paymasters  general,  would  be  seventy-eight,  and  allowing  each 
r  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the  whole  amount  would 
three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  The  expense  of  the  profes- 
i  proposed  seminaries  has  been  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  sev- 
land  dollars  per  annum.  Add  together  the  foregoing  items  and 
will  be  as  follows,  viz : 

instruction  of  the  junior  class    .            -            -  $6,400,000  00 

instruction  of  officers     ....  600,00000 

salaries  of  the  adjutants,  quartermasters,  and 

lasters  general    .....  93,600  00 

salaries  of  the  professors  at  the  seminaries         -  270,000  00 

itingent  expenses            ....  136,400  00 

Whole  amount  •  -  $6,600,000  00 

I  next  present  an  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  standing 
wenty-four  thousand  rank  and  file  (including  musicians),  as  fot 

men,  at  an  expense  of  $210  per  man      -            •  $5,040,000  00 

'  generals,  at  $4,000  each            ...            .  24,000  00 

ftdier  generals,  at  $2,500  each     -            -            -  30,000  00 

Dels  at  $K800  each        ....  43.20000 

:enant  colonels,  at  $1,600  each  •           -           -  39,400  00 

>»,  at  $1,400  each         ....  34,20000 

cnQD|iany  officers,  average  expense  $1,000            •  1,250,000  00 

I  expense  of  the  staff  and  contingencies  -            -  129,200  00 

Whole  amount     •  -      6,600,000  00 

timate  is  believed  to  be  below,  rather  than  above,  the  real  expense. 
i  appears  that  a  standing  army  of  25,350  men,  including  officers, 
rolve  the  country  in  a  greater  annual  expense  than  the  proposed 
rganizing  and  disciplinmg  the  militia  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ren- 
eflfective  for  any  kind  of  military  service.  Let  us  now,  fellow- 
landidly  compare  the  foregoing  plans  (involving  nearly  the  same 
tf  expense)  for  tlie  military  defence  of  the  United  States,  and 
r  decisions  on  the  true  merits  of  the  case.  By  the  former,  you 
reil-organized  and  effective  miUtary  ferce  of  six  hundred  thou- 
IzenrMoldierSj  distributed   over  every  inhabited  lortion  of   the 
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United  Suites,  prepared  to  turn  out  in  defence  of  their  riffhts  at  a 
moment's  warning;  by  the  latter,  you  would  have  twenty-fioe  thtm- 
sand  tnercenaries,  distributed  along  a  seacoast  and  inland  frontier 
of  more  than  six  tliousand  miles,  and,  consequently,  so  scattered  as  to 
be  incapable  of  resisting  a  powerful  invading  force  at  any  point.  By  the 
former  you  would  have  military  science  cultivated  and  disseminated 
among  the  people,  in  every  section  of  the  country,  and  skilful  officers  re- 
siding at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  all  places  exposed  to  an  attack,  and  capable 
of  giving  an  efficient  direction  to  tlie  physical  and  moral  energies  of  the 
militia  ;  by  the  latter,  nothing  of  this  would  take  place.  But  it  may  be  ar- 
gued that  it  is  not  intended  to  keep  up  an  army  in  lime  of  peace,  tliat  shall 
be  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country  in  time  of  war  ;  then,  we  ask, 
why  not  reduce  it  to  the  minimum  peace  establishment  of  three  thousand 
men  (commanded  by  a  brigadier  general),  as  was  done  in  Mr.  Jefferson^ 
administration?  This  would  be  sufficient  to  station  a  public  guard  at 
every  necessary  military  post,  for  (he  protection  of  public  property,  ftc 
Why  keep  up,  at  a  great  public  expense,  a  military  force  greater  than  this, 
but  which,  nevertheless,  is  totally  inadequate  for  defence  in  case  of  war? 
But  it  may  be  said  that  a  larger  peace  establishment  would  constitute  a 
nucleus  around  which  an  army  could  soon  be  formed  in  the  event  of  war. 
The  whole  history  of  the  world,  from  the  time  of  the  Romans  to  the  present 
period,  proves  that  troops  which  are  kept,  for  any  considerable  time,  OQ  a 
peace  establishment,  become  enervated  and  broken  down  by  indolence  and 
dissipation,  and,  consequently,  in  a  great  nu^usure  unfit  for  the  active  duties 
of  the  field.  The  Romans  alone  wore  able,  during  the  earlier  periods  of 
the  empire,  to  sustain  a  peace  establishment  which  was  fit  for  the  emer- 
gencies of  war.  This  was  accomplished  by  encamping  the ir  legions  on 
the  remote  frontiers  of  the  empire,  far  removed  from  cities  and  towns,  and 
subjecting  them  to  a  discipline  more  strict,  and  to  duties  more  severe,  than 
had  been  required  of  ih^m  in  time  of  war.  But  cair  this  system  finally 
sink  under  the  enervating  influence  of  i>eace,  and  those  renowned  legions 
evt-ntually  become  degenerate  and  incapable  of  resisting  the  liardy,  but  un- 
disciplined barbarians  of  the  north?  The  celebrated  republican  legions 
which  established  the  reputation  of  the  Roman  arms,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  glory  and  future  greatness  of  their  country,  were  citiztm-Ml' 
dierSf  draughted  for  a  single  campaign  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  re- 
turned home,  and  were  replaced  by  new  recruits.  We  feel  confident,  fellow- 
citizens,  that  the  plan  we  propose  to  you  for  the  discipline  of  the  militia,  if 
adopted  and  carried  out  into  practice,  would  fully  accomplish  the  object 
contemplated.  It  will  furnish  a  military  defence  composed  of  citizen-mi' 
diers,  that  will  be  adequate  to  all  emergencies,  both  of  peace  and  of  war- 
Such  a  force  can  never  become  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country; 
for  it  is  composed  of  the  people  themselves  ^who  can  have  no  nootive  W 
enslaving  themselves),  and  will  render  entirely  unnecessary  a  standinC 
army,  which  the  whole  history  of  the  world  proves  to  be  hostile  to  dfffl 
liberty.  The  expense  we  do  not  consider  as  constituting  any  objection  W 
its  adoption.  The  ordinary  revenue  in  time  of  peace  will  be  amply  aaS- 
cient  to  meet  this  and  the  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  GovernmeDt 
The  money  would  also  be  distributed  among  the  industrious  and  patriots 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  instead  of  going  to  support  idlers  and  specuir 
tors.  We  conclude,  fellow-citizens,  by  urging  you  to  a  serious  and  candid 
examination  of  this  subject,  for  we  feel  that  none  of  greater  importance  caO 
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imyour  attention.  It  rests  upon  you  to  decide  whether  you  will  intrust 
:  protection  of  your  liberties  and  independence  to  a  mercenary  army, 
lich  may  ultimately— led  on  by  some  inture  Cesar — wrest  them  from 
i;  or  whether  you  will  confide  them  to  a  well  disciplined  militia.  We 
akyou  will  not  hesitate  to  choose  the  latter. 

JACOB  WASHBURN, 
ALDEN  PARTRIDGE, 
N.  MILLER, 
S.  B.  UAZELTINE. 


ExhtKtfrom  CapL  Alden  Partridge^s  lecture  an  naliofuU  defence. 

1  shall  next  proceed  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of  forti- 
ations,  Tiewed  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  system  of  military  defence 
rthe  country.  And  here,  I  regret  I  cannot,  consistently  with  what  I 
teem  my  duty,  declare  my  approbation  of  the  course  pursued  in  relation 
this  branch  of  our  national  defence.  There  appears  to  be  a  kind  of 
mm  in  the  v^oxd  foriijicaiion^  which  pervades  and  powerfully  influences 
<h  the  people  and  their  representatives;  and  if  to  this  the  word perma- 
mi  be  attached,  it  becomes  ahnost  irresistible.  But  if  I  do  not  much 
iHake,  tlie  American  people,  will,  ere  long,  discover,  tliat  a  radical  er- 
r  has,  in  this  respect,  been  committed.  We  construct  works  of  masonry. 
id  lo  these  attach  platforms  of  wood,  over  which  are  placed  the  guns  and 
niages,  generally  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  call  the  whole  permanent. 
J  a  permanent  fortification,  we  appear  to  understand  one  that  is  to  last 
f  ever,  unless  battered  down  by  an  enemy's  shot.  Here  we  deceive  our- 
ins.  Not  only  the  more  perishable  ports  of  the  works,  the  platforms  and 
BB-caniages,  but  even  the  masonry  itself,  will  yield  to  the  dilapidations 
r  time.  The  water  filing  on  the  parapet,  penetrates  the  interstices  of 
^  masonry,  where,  by  its  expansion  and  contraction,  in  consequence  of 
hamately  freezing  and  thawing,  it  overcomes  the  resistance  of  the  cement, 
lie  stones  or  bricks  are  loosened  and  displaced,  and  the  result  is,  the  work 
BnMes  into  ruins.  If  any  one  doubt  the  correctness  of  this  conclusion, 
would  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  some  of  the  works  in  the  harbor  of  New 
Mc,  and  more  especially  to  Fort  Columbus,  on  Governor's  Island.  This 
ink  is  one  of  the  permanent  kind,  the  rampart  having  a  full  revetment 
f  masonry  bced  with  freestone,  with  a  parapet  of  brick,  and  has  been 
iaished  about  fourteen  years.  This  work  is  now  fast  verging  to  ruin; 
liepiatfi>nus  and  other  parts  of  the  wood  being  in  a  state  of  decay,  and 
lie  Kfetment  of  the  rampart  and  parapet  tumbling  down.  This  fortifi- 
ititMi,  notwithstanding,  is  one  of  the  permanent  kind,  and  in  point  of 
Miffiriiih  and  workmanship,  was  probably  second  to  few,  if  any,  in  the 
hiled  States.  In  adducing  this  work  as  an  example,  I  would  observe, 
let  it  is  by  no  means  intended  to  attach  the  least  blame  to  thcMistin- 
Biihed  scientific  engineer,  under  whose  direction  it  was  constructed,  nor 
I  the  officers  or  garrison  who  have  been  subsequently  attached  to  it 
bras  it  respects  police,  I  believe  it  has  been  uniformly  equal  to  that  at 
If  military  staUon  in  the  country),  but  it  is  introduced  solely  for  the  pur- 
•M  Of  illustrating  the  position  abovestated.  Other  examples  might  be 
UKod,  proving  the  same  &ct;  but  of  these  I  shall  mention  only  onp, 
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:  'iu'-'-ec.  Tlios*?  works,  in  point  of  mate- 
•'  -'  :  crman^^ni  i£i:id;  yet  when  at  that  place 
:r:iHS:;««.i  't:e  rf?pa:rs  then  making  on  alai^ 
'  \:v.i\<  ■■:'  Abraham,  and  was  informed  that 
.i<  'rrjyt  :iM<-?ssar}'  every  year.     My  conclu- 

'PP'"ikiLii:»^s,  riowever  permanently  con- 
:h    ::I:iiuaainn:s  of  time,  but,  like  every 

—  •  ■'.     '    ■••M\     lid   ii>sc-nr;«">n. 

.    '  ■•'         -iMir  111  mil  I  uil  expense  will  eventually 

'  .T       'TV  :rMiMdtraiHo  ratio  to  the  original  cost: 

'    't  .  •jusr  .1  ■  iiiw  yeaxs   'romparatively  speaking), 

<^  •'.'•  Vi!M;ni.Mii  :HH)pit\  by  the  present  extended 

^     if   -iMii-    ruMusieivrs  with  something  in  the  shape 

VI  *t'.Lit!i-  in   Mjort^sit  ii*>ix  or  seven, but  more  prolm- 

-  \'.    "Ml.,    iiiii   vriLi.-li,  t*  nut  regularly  discharged,  the 
V.     Mil  wrii   V  tazamed.     But  tbrtifications  on  the ez- 

-  '.'w  f..|,.Niriii;ii!::;  uioin,  will  not  only  be  found  pri- 
V    •«•   \    I  '  »'i\  'Vjt'iisivc  !iiode  of  defence,  but  will  also 

...    i»M    'i»    inNutr   :[if  |)urp<\»«es  contemplated.     What 

1.  tni  lit'  tiuMv  pifiuimilypmvided  with  strong  fortresses 

•rr   Ni'iii.  ii:mds  '     Y».*t  with  what  rapidity  were  thw 

i.-MusM  l'>:«iKt',  uiuitT  the  ronmiand  of  Generals  Pk- 
;.^i!.    11    tu- .>'ii.l.Miiit'U  i.*Liiiii^a:ns of  1794,  and  beginniog 

:'vi  iu-  !'!vikIi  III  l7*J'i,  with  their  armies  disor- 
v;'   iMtit-NMN  "uu   inditiVrunily  provided  with  die  means 

•»»•  ti-'tuid.iiui'  invasion  headt^d  by  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
\%tit!   !u*  .lilu's  III  l^l  I  jvrtnitted  to  March  to  Paris,  not- 

i'ntr>M'>   ti  ihis  iiutiT  ^leriod  were  in  a  much  better 


I  of  fV^^-^^' 


tMii  (I   iu'  lonniT  '      The  answer  to  all  these  inquiries  is 

i»«me.     •  **   ^**'**^  '^'^^^  '*'  ■^^*^'  {vopie,  both  in  Holland  and  the  Netb- 

^guis  ^r%^    "  .» .li ^it«'  iiuiiiUMvur   \o  the  contest  carrying  on  between 

•^  Ffin''^   titvi    iilu^s,  haxMii;  i»t'n\aps  no  predilection  in  &vorofche 

,|Mer  Bn«i  ^''«»**^ii«»''»»iv  uk'K  uo  ak'hw  port  in  it.    The  French  also,  at 

iiMifTii  "'*  •^***  '*'^^  U'ivuio  urt'd  of  war,  and  no  longer  considend 

^^^g|Y^  «« .H'tiitMitiii;  ii»r  nrcdoiii  LUid  the  rights  of  man  ;  and  the  le- 

Jrln  fv^  tu.'.uuuvN  wi'iv  tfio  siuiie — the  armies  in  the  field  having  been 

2L|Bd,  tJ^  vXHiiiitti'.N,  iu»(\viihsi;uidni^  all  their  fortifications,  woe  soon 

2^tNl     ^*i  "*  ^  '^''-^  •*^*^'  ^^*^^'  ^*^  li-'^'lings  in  France  was  widely  di£for« 

*^^lf^  vviu»il  i»K'onori:u's  ot*  liio  [vople  were  roused ;  they  considered 

*^^^viiit?avl?»i;  .i^ct:v.si  ivr.eits,  tor  liberty,  and  the  dearest  rights  of 

'^T^  iho  ivMili  Mf.i.N,  .vs  miic'it  !:Ave  been  expected,  the  invaders  weie 

^iI^j^xJv  diivvn  iivni  I'rioir  lerriiorj'.    The  total  inefficacy  of  our 

]l^  l^ii!fUMiti*nx  tor  i\w  lU'k^aoe  of  our  cities,  it  appears  to  me,  was 

^J5^  duiitix  t*K-  »Ast  wiir.     hi  the  harbor  of  New  York  alone,  mors 

T^ljUMu^n  ot  dolLiTs  hui  Invn  expended  in  constructing  pmnanent 

**  ^Uhv  vK-K-'tuv  v»t*  iho  pl.ioo ;  ;uid  what  was  the  result?     Why,  thaC 

ihvui  {It!  .iu.^'k  M-»s (*\|HvttHl,  the  people  were  obliged  to  turnout 

^lix  ^«vks  in  suooession,  in  order  to  construct  works  for  ths 

unuts  whrn'  ilioy  were  likely  to  be  assaulted.    Everf 

i  lh«  Kval  situauon  of  New  York,  knows  that  the  i 
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my,  by  coming  down  the  sound,  might  hare  landed  a  force  within  twenty 
mUes  of  the  city,  which,  in  its  advance,  would  not  have  been  exposed  to 
a  single  shot  from  any  of  the  works  in  the  harbor.  Having  possessed 
himself  of  BTooklyn  heights,  the  city,  the  navy  yard,  and  the  fortifications 
on  Governnor's  island,  would  have  been  at  his  mercy.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  the  last  war,  we  do  not  discover  that  the  British  meditated  attacks 
upon  any  important  points  with  their  fleet  alone :  this  appeared  to  act  a 
secondary  part,  by  means  of  diversions,  &c.,  to  the  operations  of  their 
land  forces.  Washington  was  taken  by  a  land  attack,  and  Baltimore  and 
New  Orleans  were  saved  by  lines  temporarily  constnicted.  It  appears  to 
me,  then,  totally  absurd  to  attempt  the  defence  of  a  seaboard,  so  extensive 
as  ours,  by  means  of  permanent  fortifications.  However  judiciously  those 
woiks  may  be  placed,  an  active  and  skilful  enemy  will  always  find  means 
to  evade  them,  or  to  take  them  in  reverse,  and,  in  either  case,  to  render 
than  equally  useless. 

FYom  the  foregoing  it  may,  perhaps,  be  inferred,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
die  construction  of  any  pemianent  fortification  whatever,  on  our  seaboard. 
This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  case ;  as  will  be  made  to  appear  here- 
after. It  is  not  to  fortifications  in  the  abstract,  but  to  the  undue  and  un- 
necessary extension  of  them,  that  I  am  opposed. 

Having  thus  summarily,  but  freely,  expressed  my  ideas  on  the  present 
system  of  extended  fortification,  viewed  as  a  branch  of  national  defence,  I 
will  next  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  my  fellow-citi- 
lens  a  substitute  fl)r  the  same,  wliich,  when  combined  with  the  cultivation 
of  military,  science  and  the  general  difi*usion  of  practical  military  informa- 
tion among  the  militia,  agreeably  to  the  plan  already  stated,  I  feel  confi- 
dent would  afibrd  a  more  perfect  defence,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  far  less 
expensive  than  the  system  now  adopted.     This  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

1st  At  the  most  important  and  exposed  points  on  our  seaboard,  let  one 
w  two  principal  works  of  the  most  permanent  kind  be  erected :  these 
worics  to  be  kept  in  perfect  repair,  to  be  plentifully  supplied  with  all  the 
mmiitions  of  war,  and  the  guns  and  carriages  well  secured  firom  the 
weather  by  means  of  pent-houses. 

2d.  In  the  vicinity  of  all  tlie  most  exposed  and  vulnerable  points  on 
the  seaboard,  let  spacious  and  pennanent  arsenals  be  constmcted,  in  which 
let  there  be  deposited  ample  supplies  of  cannon,  mortars,  gun-carriages, 
Quterials  for  platfomis,  and  other  munitions  of  war,  where  they  would 
lemain  perfectly  safe  from  the  weather. 

3d.  In  case  of  war  or  threatened  invasion,  let  temporary  works,  either 
of  earth,  or  of  wood,  bo  constructed  at  all  the  most  vulnerable  points, 
wtich  could  be  readily  furnished  with  cannon,  gun-carriages,  platforms, 
»nd  all  the  necessary  implements  and  munitions  from  the  arsenals  in  their 
ricinity. 

4th-  As  soon  as  peace  is  restored,  these  works  should  be  dismantled, 
uidall  their  apparatus  returned  to  tlie  arsenals  from  whence  it  was  taken. 
In  case  of  future  emergencies,  they  could  be  restored,  or  others  of  the  same 
descriptions  constructed  in  their  places,  which  could  be  supplied  firom  the 
ttsenals  in  the  manner  abovestated.  The  efficacy,  in  marine  defence,  of 
voiles  of  the  above  description,  I  presume  will  not  be  doubtccj  by  any 
Kientific  military  man.  Should  any  one,  however,  be  disposed  to  doubt 
it,  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  the  defence  of  Fort  Moultrie,  in  the 
wAor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  when  attacked  by  the  British  ship- 
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ping,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  also  to  the  defence  made  by  the 
small  fort  at  Stonington,  Connecticut,  when  attacked  in  a  similar  manner 
during  the  last  war. 
By  adopting  this  system,  I  think  the  following  advantages  would  result: 
1st  A  more  secure  defence  would  be  obtained.  By  knowing  the  de- 
scription of  force  we  had  to  encounter,  we  should  be  enabled  to  constmct 
our  teinporary  works  in  a  manner  the  best  calculated  to  repel  it ;  and  as 
the  gun-carriages,  platforms,  and  implements,  when  taken  from  the  arse- 
nals, would  be  sound  and  in  perfect  order,  we  might  reasonably  calculate 
these  works  would  make  a  more  vigorous  resistance  than  permanent  ones, 
which,  with  their  apparatus,  ore  in  a  state  of  partial  dilapidation  and  decay. 
2d.  The  system  would  be  much  less  expensive  than  the  one  by  perma- 
nent fortification.  Those  temporary  works  could  ordinarily  be  constructed 
by  the  troops  with  very  little,  if  any,  additional  expense ;  but  in  case  of 
pressing  emei^ency,  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  people  might  be  relied 
upon  with  safety,  to  supply  any  amount  of  labor  that  might  be  necessary, 
as  was  the  case  at  New  York  in  1814.  As  it  is  not  proposed  they  should 
be  retained  as  military  stations  in  time  of  peace,  the  expense  of  keepuig 
them  in  repair  would  be  nothing. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  2,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  te  be  printed. 


Mr.  Williams  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

T 

nU  Commiiiee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitimis  of 
certain  widows  of  persons  lost  in  the  privateer  service^  and  of  John 
NonUtfor  himself  and  others,  privateer  pensioners,  praying  for  the  con- 
Onwance  of  their  pensions,  report : 

That,  by  the  act  of  June  26,  1812,  it  was  provided  that  two  per  cent  on 
he  Dett  a jQount  of  prize  money  arising  from  captured  vessels  and  cargoes, 
ad  on  the  nett  amount  of  the  salvn^  of  vessels  and  cargoes  recaptured  by 
lie  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  held  and  pledged  by 
!ke  Government  of  the  United  States  as  a  fund  for  the  support  and  main* 
Boaoce  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  persons  as  mifi^ht  be  wounded 
od  diKiblt^  on  board  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  in 
ay  engagement  with  the  enemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  such 
luiner  as  should  thereafter  by  law  be  provided. 

By  the  act  of  February  13,  1813,  it  was  enacted  that  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
a? y  should  place  on  the  pension  list  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  who, 
1  board  of  any  private  armed  ship  or  vessel  bearini^  a  commission  of  letter 
'  marque,  shall  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  any  engage- 
eat  with  the  enemy,  at  rates  therein  prescribed,  to  be  paid  out  ofthejund 
itve  provided^  and  from  no  other. 

By  the  act  of  August  2,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  authorized 
•  piace  on  the  pension  list  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  belonging  to  any 
ivate  armed  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  bearing  a  commission  of 
Iter  of  marque,  who  shall  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the 
Be  of  their  duty  as  officers,  seamen,  or  marines,  of  such  private  armed 
up  or  vessel. 

Bv  the  act  of  March  4,  1814,  the  widow,  and,  if  no  widow,  the  child  or 
hildreo  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  serv* 
if  on  board  of  any  private  armed  ship  or  vessel  bearing  a  commission  of 
Her  of  marque,  who  should  die,  or  had  died  since  June  18,  1812,  by  rea* 
HI  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  were  to  be  placed  on  the 
Bosion  list,  and  to  be  allowed  half  the  monthly  pension  to  which  the  rank 
r  the  deceased  would  have  entitled  him,  to  continue  for  five  years ;  to  be 
lid  out  of  the  fund  provided  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  act  of  June 
I^  1812,  and  from  no  other. 

The  act  of  April  16,  IS18,  provided  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the  five 
fan,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  allow  the  full  Hionthly  pension  lo 
lurARiTci,  printers 
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'  ,    .  ,h  (i^*v^  vould  have  entitled  him  for  the  highest 

ui,h  ''"■  '"'"''' '  #/  /.  fnrtfir-::  J'frm  of  five  years,  and  included  wi(k)W8 

M^'«/''''^''''''^k-^^!««^^^         marines,  who  died  in  consequence  of 

^ti'^ff^^^'  ^^  'Jiv'  vhK*««u"^<i  in  the  line  of  duty,  on  board  of  a  pri- 

g^>K'  nr  ^/i^  .^^  pr^^rided  that  all  moneys  paid  in  virtue  of  that  act 

^^  *^^  ^<hH<^  «^  privateer  pension  fund,  and  no  other. 

^^i0  f*  rj'^^.  ^1  jj  I jai,  all  the  foregoing  pensions  were  continued 

^  ^^ILTirrm  01  ti'^  y«"^  ^^^^  ^  proviso  *•  that  the  said  pensions  shall 

^  ^'  Mid  from  Ae  proceeds  of  the  privateer  pension  fund  (so  called,)  and 

jf^-  ^ JSixse  10  the  United  States  for  any  deficiency  (should  such  occur) 

^Tl^^mtietiiTiBe  thereon." 

****22r  extension  for  five  years,  with  a  like  proviso,  was  made  by  the 

^^w-«h«s  been,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  never  should  be, 
iMbar  ot  Ibis  Government  to  bestow  pensions  upon  officers  and  men 
*  ^i'in  private  armed  vessels,  to  be  paid  from  the  public  Treasury ;  and 


^^  keivtoibie  created  by  the  retention  by  the  Government  of  a  certain 

*  ^giatff  npoQ  ^''®  ^®^'  amount  of  prize  money  and  salvage,  originally 

^  K<«cc  ^  <"^  captors  and  salvors,  out  of  which  the  pensions  temponrily 

iMC  »v  the  wiaows  and  children  of  officers  and  men  killed  in  that  aer- 

^  to  officers  and  men  disabled  in  that  service,  having  long  since  been 

^^^{iiaKd  and  exhausted,  the  question  is  now  distinctly  presented,  by  the 

%^  w<ttions  under  consideration,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  just  and  politie 

»U  tiw  people  of  the  United  States,  to  raise  a  fund  to  be  given  from  the 

Fj^^jsry  to  disabled  officers  and  men  in  the  privateer  service,  and  to  wid- 

,ili»  attd  children  of  officers  and  men  killed  in  that  service.    The  commil- 

'ji«  ttitfik  it  would  not,  and  therefore  report  the  following  resolution : 

SB^fired,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  not  granted. 


JomGRKBB,  [SENATE.]  T9401 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  2, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


xMr.  Williams  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  180.) 

Cdnrniitiee  on  AV/iv;/  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  explain 
I  mnend  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  ^passed  30th  June  ^ISSij  for  the 
'er  organization  rf  the  United  States  marine  corps ^  report  : 

at,  upon  exaniinitig  tiic  section  referred  to,  it  is  a  plain  and  distinct 
ment  "  that  the  oilicers  of  the  marine  corps  shall  be  entitled  to  and  re* 
the  same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  as  are  now,  or  may  here- 
be,  allowed  to  ofiicers  of  similar  grades  in  the  infantry  of  the  army; 
lie  non  commissioned  oflicoi^,  musicians,  and  privates  shall  be  entitled 
I  same  pay,  rations,  und  allowances  as  they  now  receive ;"  and  does  not 
re  any  legislation  to  explain  it.  The  proposed  amendment  has  for  its 
i  Uie  allowance  of  double  rations  to  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps 
landing  at  navy  yards,  or  at  naval  stations,  or  as  senior  marine  officers 
a  squadron  at  sea,  and  to  carry  back  such  allowance  to  3(Uh  June, 
If  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  as 
administered  to  tiiom;  were  not  ample  and  liberal,  there  might  be  reason 
acting  the  amendment,  or  making  some  other  provision  for  an  increase 
mpensation  to  those  officers ;  but,  from  information  derived  from  the 
tb  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  committee  would  be  more  inclined  to 
» than  to  increase  the  pay  and  allowances  which  they  now  have,  and 
fore  report  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass ;  and  for  the  information  of 
lenate,  a  statement  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  officars  in  the  in&ntQT 
)  army,  which  recrnjates  the  pay  and  allowances  to  officers  of  the  marine 
t,  is  herewitii  submitted. 
fc  RivoS  printers. 
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OowGRKss,  [  SENATE.  ]  T  Ml  T 


Seisum, 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  2,  IS40. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  submitted  the  following 
KEPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  ^7.] 

jommiitee  on  Commerce^  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolviitm  of  the 
ate  instructing  them  to  inquire  whether  the  law  regulaivig  vessels 
idled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steavi  does  not  require  amendtneftt ;  and 
•horn  were  also  referred  sundry  petitiofuf  and  memoriids  on  t/ie  same 
ectj  submit  the  follovnng  report  : 

inst  any  supposed  necessity  for  regulating  steam  navigation  by  law, 

.  view  to  a  greater  degree  of  security  against  accidents,  it  has  been 

tliat  the  proprietors  of  stcamvessels  cannot  be  supposed  to  neglect 

ing  which  would  conduce  to  the  safety  of  the  public,  since  th^ 

iterest  would  also  suffer  finom  such  neglect. 

as  also  been  urged  that  masters,  pilots,  and  engineers,  having  their 

ves  at  stake  no  less  than  passengers,  will  never  need  the  superad- 

of  legal  penalties  to  stimulate  their  vigilance. 

steamboat  proprietors  are  generally  associated  individuals  who  con- 

leir  business  by  agents.     Although  it  is  for  their  interest  to  acquire 

reser\'e  the  confidence  of  the  travelling  public  by  providing  the 

of  safety,  yet  they  are  not  to  be  supposed,  more  than  other  men,  to 

)k  the  matters  of  economy  and  profit     Besides,  insurance  dimin- 

heir  hazard,  without  abating  that  of  the  public. 

ir  agents  have  generally  less  at  stake.    They  may  be  |>resumed  ^ 

Dies  to  regard  the  amount  of  dividends  as  affording  the  best  evi- 

of  tlieir  good  management ;  and  it  would  not  be  strange  if,  in  the 

*  of  that  object,  they  should  often  lose  sight  of,  or  underrate^  the 

3  which  constantly  surround  the  unwary  traveller. 

0  engineers,  they  are  familiar  with  danger,  and  become  insensible 

If  ignorant  of  their  duties,  or  are  of  reckless  character,  little  confi- 

can  be  reposed  in  their  regard  for  their  own  personal  safety. 

have  had  too  many  proofs  of  the  futility  of^  relying  alone  on  the 

erest  of  proprietors,  or  the  sense  of  personal  hazard  of  engineers, 

arity  against  steamboat  disasters.    Legislative  regulations  and  pen- 

lust,  therefore,  interpose  their  protection. 

;  important  subject  has  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  other 

ments.     France,  Holland,  and  Belgium,  have  adopted  very  strict 

ions  for  the  management  of  laud  as  well  as  marine  engines.    To 

GtiTCSi  printei:!. 
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France  is  due  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  establish  an  efficient  code  of 
regulations  in  the  detail  for  the  government  of  steam  vessels ;  the  wisdom 
and  efficacy  of  which  have  been  demonstrated  in  her  comparative  exemp- 
tion from  steamboat  accidents. 

The  British  Government  has  several  times  had  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, althougli,  as  yet,  the  travelling  public  in  England  is  still  ex- 
posed to  all  tlie  hazards  of  a  commercial  steam-marine  with  little  legal 
restriction  or  regulation.  Tlie  consequence  has  been,  the  multiplication 
of  accidents,  and  a  long  and  increasing  list  of  steamboat  disasters.  The 
necessity  of  legislative  intorix>sition  at  length  became  so  urgent,  that  a 
commission  was  instituted  in  January,  1S39,  to  make  a  preliminary  in- 
vestigation of  the  causes  of  such  accidents,  and  to  ascertain  the  best  means 
of  preventing  them.  This  me^asure  has  resulted  in  the  collection  of  a 
mass  of  interesting  and  valuable  information,  scientific,  statistical,  and  i 
practical,  comprising  all  that  is  valuable  in  the  experience  of  that  country  I 
in  stcaiu-navigation.  | 

The  committee  have  selected  and  placed  in  an  appendix  to  this  report, 
such  portions  c^f  that  information  as  they  believed  would  be  mostusefiil 
to  builders  of  st<\imvessels  and  steam-engines,  or  to  the  owners  and  those 
who  have  the  care  of  them,  or  are  in  anyway  interested  in  their  safe  man- 
agement. 

Steam-travel  in  this  country  has  been  attended  with  somewhat  more  hai- 
ard  than  in  England.     Tlie  ascertained  and  reix>rted  number  of  accidents  j 
in  England  being  92,  while  those  of  the  United  States  amount  to  2Ti  ^ 
The  difference  much  exceeds  that  of  the  number  of  steamers  employei    r 

Much  of  this  ditfereiue  of  hazard  arises  from  the  pecuhar  casualties V)  i 
which  steamers  are  exposed  on  the  Western  rivers,  from  snags  and  .1 
sawyers,  and  fiom  collision  in  fogs,  or  in  turning  short  bends  in  the 
rivers.  Something,  too,  may  be  placed  to  the  account  of  that  racing  and 
reckless  propensity,  which  is  there  subject  to  less  rebuke  even  fipompM- 
sengers,  than  it  meets  with  on  the  Eastern  waters.  Another  reason foity 
prolific  of  disaster,  is  to  be  found  in  the  arrangement  of  the  high-pressiue 
boilers  in  the  Western  boats,  by  which  the  flues  are  more  exposed  to  b^ 
come  bare  of  water  and  overheated  wliile  careening  at  the  nuzneioiu 
stopping  places.  Out  of  the  272  ascertained  accidents  abovementionedi 
20i  have  occurred  on  the  Western  rivers,  and  05  only  on  the  Eastern  wa- 
ters and  the  great  lakes. 

Memorials  have  for  years  been  flowing  in  upon  the  Ciovenmient,  pray- 
ing its  interposition  in  this  matter;  and  measures  have  been  taken *r 
collect  infonnation  relative  ti>  the  causes  of  accidents  and  the  means  iT 
preventing  their  recurrence.  lit  1832,  a  special  committt^  of  the  Honn 
of  llepresentatives,  after  much  investigation,  reported  a  bill  for  the  legi- 
lation  of  this  species  of  navigation.  But  it  was  not  until  1838  tlial  anf 
law  on  the  subject  was  passed  by  Congress,  although  the  States  of  Nc 
York  and  Louisiana  had  long  before  tbund  it  necessary  to  adopt  legtab"  ^ 
live  regulations  for  boats  nuuiing  in  their  waters. 

The  act  of  Congress  referred  to,  has  undoubtedly  contributed,  in  M^ 
degree,  to  the  public  security ;  but  we  have  abundant  proof  that  it  68* 
lar  short  of  ett'octually  shielding  the  public  from  those  disasters  iriiiA-* 
'  prompted  its  adoption.     Within  the  last  year  about  200  lives  liave  bcefc- 
'Jost  by  the  causes  coini)lained  ot\  exceeding  the  average  of  fonucr  yeaB.-- 
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le  were  41  accidents  in  1839  on  the  Western  waters  alone.    The  fol- 
ag  statistical  account  of  them  is  derived  from  a  Western  publication: 
Snagged        -  -  -  *  -    21 

Struck  upon  rocks,  &c.  -  -  -      7 

Destroyed  by  fire  -  -  -  -      6 

Explosions     -  -  -  -  -      4 

Collisions       -  -  -  -  -      3 

Whole  number  -  -  -  -    41 

f  these,  23  were  totally  lost.  Loss  of  property  estimated  at  not  less 

I  a  million  of  dollars. 

Laves  lost  by  explosions  •  -  -    39 

By  other  causes  -  -  -  -      7 

46 

Snagged  on  the  Lower  Mississippi,  -  -  11 

on  the  Missouri               -  -  -  4 

on  the  Ohio     -                -  -  -  4 

on  the  Yazoo  -                -  -  -  1 

on  the  Red  river             -  -  -  1 

21 

is  spoken  of  as  remarkable  that  a  majority  of  the  boats  were  snagged 
heir  downward  trips. 

dd  lo  these  the  loss  of  the  Great  Western,  by  fire,  in  Detroit  river,  a 
'  boat,  built  at  a  cost  of  $100,000;  the  accident  on  board  the  Nar- 
niet,  on  Long  Island  Sound,  in  August  last,  by  which  several  per- 
;  were  severely  scalded  (App.  C) ;  the  loss  of  the  Lexington,  by  fire, 
he  Sound,  by  which  about  150  lives  were  lost  (App.  B) ;  the  col- 
B  of  a  flue  of  the  Erie,  on  the  Hudson  river;  which,  with  a  few 
X  accidents  of  less  moment,  including  many  fires  that  were  extin- 
hed,  but  not  particularly  ascertained,  make  up  the  sum  of  last,  year's 
mboat  misfortunes,  and  furnish  ample  reason  for  some  more  effective 
dation. 

he  following  numerical  abstracts  will  serve  to  show  the  comparative 
ud  attending  the  en^ployment  of  steam  in  the  British  steam-marine ; 
in  steamvessels  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  it  has  been  ascertained: 

Abstract  of  92  accidents  to  the  British  steam-inariiie. 

rt  Tcssels.  No.  of  lives  lost. 

40       wrecked,  foundered,  or  in  imminent  peril  -  -    308 

23        explosions  of  boilers  -  -  -  -      77 

17        fires  from  various  causes     .  -  -  -        2 

12        collision^     -  -  -  -  -  -      66 

92  453 

ipnted  number  of  lives  lost  on  board  of  the  Erin,  Frolic, 

id  Superb 120 
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I/)st  ill  the  Thames,  exclusive  of  the  above,  during  the  last 
three  years     -------      40 

liost  in  the  Clyde,  in  Scotland,  during  the  last  ten  years  -      21 

634 

Greatest  number  of  lives  lost  at  any  one  time  by  wreck  of  ves- 
sels (The  Rothsay  Castle)    -             -             -             -             .  119 
Greatest  number  at  any  one  time  from  collision             -             -  62 
Greatest  number  from  explosion            -            -             -             -  24 
GiVaiest  number  from  fire         -            -            -            -             -  2 

Of  the  23  explosions  ascf^rtained,  there  occurred : 

In  oylindric  boilers        ------  7 

III  rectangular  boilei*s    ------  15 

>\^!  ascerlained  ......  I 

23 

lt>  explosions  happened  while  the  vessels  were  stopping,  or  on  the  instant 

of  setting  the  engines  in  motion. 
;^  ditto,  while  steaming. 
I  not  ascertained. 

Abstract  of  272  steamboat  accidents  in  the  United  States. 

No.  o{  vessels.  No.  of  lir*  W* 

103        explosions  and  collapse  of  boilers]  -  -        886 

73        striking  on  snags  and  sawyers     -  '  -  -        118  * 

35         shipwrecks,  gales,  and  coUisions  -  -        473 

34        fires  from  various  causes              -  -  -        444 
27         unascertained  causes. 


•27'i 


1^21 


The  returns  show  about  450  wounded. 

(ircalest  number  of  liv<L»s  lost  at  one  time  bf/  explosion  : 

On  the  Pulaski,  coast  of  Carolina,  in  1838  -  -  -    138 

On  the  Oronoko,  in  t!io  Mississippi,  in  1838  -  -  -    130 

On  the  Moselle,  Ohio  river,  in  1838  -  -  -  -    120 

Greatest  number  b]/  collision  : 

On  board  the  Monmouth,  on  the  Mississippi,  in  1837  -  -    300 

Greatest  number  by  fire  : 

The  Lexington,  in  Long  Island  Sound,  January,  1840,  about  -    ISO 

The  Ben  Sherrod,  in  the  Mississippi,  1837  -  -  -    130 

Greatest  number  by  fanndcrifiif  : 

The  Home,  on  coast  oi'  Carolina,  1837        -  -  -  -    100 

Of  the  272  accidents,  there  occurred  on  the  Western  rivers  -  807 

On  tlie  Eastern  waters  and  the  lakes  -  -  -  -   68 

In 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  to  Congress  on  this  sub- 
^of  Deceniber  13, 1838,  which  furnishes  a  great  portion  of  the  data, 
the  foregoing  statistics,  estimated  the  loss  of  property  by  steamboat 
:idents  at  from  five  to  six  millions.    It  may  now  be  estimated  at  from 
:  to  eight  millions. 

The  steam-tonnage  of  the  United  States,  registered  and  enrolled  Sep- 
Qber  30,  1839,  is  as  follows  (see  table  in  Appendix) : 

Tons.  OSOiR. 
nployed  on  tlie  Northwestern  lakes  -  -  -    18,341  27 

mployed  on  the  Eastern  waters       -  -  -  .    54,473  69 

mployed  south  of  the  Potomac  river  -  -  -     17,831  16 

mployed  on  tfie  Western  rivers       .  -  .  .  108,923  68 

liole  amount  ......  I99,i669  64 

Estimating  the  average  of  boats  at  200  tons  biurden,  the  whole  number 
'  steamboats  registered  and  enrolled  would  be  1,000. 
How  mapy  there  are  of  a  smaller  class,  not  included  in  the  above,  em- 
oyed  as  ferry-boats,  and  in  other  local  service  in  harbors,  or  as  tow-boats, 
^e  have  no  data  from  which  to  estimate. 

The  computed  or  estimated  amount  of  tlie  power  of  the  engines  employ- 
d  is  70,000  horse-power.  This  estimate  is  probably  below  the  actual 
mount. 

The  approximate  number,  tonnage,  and  steam-power  of  the  British 
meicantile  steam -marine  is  as  follows : 

Tonnajre.     Computpd  horsf-power. 
iNo.  of  vessels  registered  in  1838    677  131,080  64,361 

J^ot  registered     -  -  -      83  9,638  2,129 


Total  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land in  1838-  -  -    760  140,718  66,490 

Islands  of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  and 
Man,  1837      ...        6  1,450  60Q 

British  colonics,  1837     -  -      44  15,664  6,160 


Total  -  -    8L0  157,832  63,250 

The  following  classified  enumeration  of  the  causes  of  accidents  to 
rteamvessels,  will  serve  to  indicate  the  character  of  the  necessary  meas- 
lies  of  precaution  to  be  adopted,  and  direct  the  application  of  apim)priato 
twnedies: 

BxpUmons^  caused  by — 

1.  Bad  construction  of  boilers  in  respect  to  form,  and  being  insufR- 
iently  stayed. 

2.  Unsuitable  materials  used  in  their  construction,  and  bad  workman- 
liip. 

A  Using  old  boilers  after  being  weakened  by  being  corroded,  burnt,  or 
trained. 

L  Want  of  sufficient  safety-valves,  in  number  and  area. 

J.  Overloading  safety-valves  on  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  strength 
r  the  boiler. 

8.  Ignorance,  carelessness,  recklessness,  and  drunkenness,  of  engine- 
len  and  firemen.  ^ 
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7.  Suffering  the  water  to  get  too  low  in  tlie  boilers,  from  inattention  or 
want  of  apparatus  to  denote  the  level  of  the  water  and  the  temperature  of 
the  steam. 

8.  Waat  of  steam-gauges,  or  errors  in  their  indication. 

9.  Inattention  to  frequent  cleansing  of  boilers  of  saline  and  mnddy  de- 
posites. 

Fires,  caused  by — 

1.  Placing  boilers  too  near  the  decks,  partitions,  and  sides  of  the  ves- 
sel, without  defences  of  sheet-iron,  or  linmg  of  boiler-room ;  and  having 
brick  walls  or  other  slow  and  constant  conductors  of  heat,  resting  on  or 
against  the  woodwork. 

2.  Want  of  protection  to  the  decks  from  overheated  flues  and  chim- 
neys; and  defects  in  the  flues,  or  at  the  junction  of  flues  and  smoke- 
pipes,  occasioned  by  burning  or  rusting. 

3.  Fire  being  blown  out  of  the  furnaces  into  the  fire-room,  among  the 
fuel  and  other  combustibles. 

4.  Stowing  fuel  in  the  fire-room,  and  too  near  the  boiler. 

6.  Dangerous  stowage  of  combustible  merchandise,  and  sparks  fiom 
the  chinlneJ^ 

6.  Incautious  using  of  lights  in  the  private  apartments. 

7.  Deficiency  of  means  of  extinguishing  fires ;  and  panic  and  confu- 
sion from  tlie  consciousness  of  such  deficiency,  without  boats  enough  to 
iiKurc  escapcw 

8.  Want  of  faithful  fire-watch. 

WrccA'Sj  smtiririnrr^  and  fowidering,  caused  by — 

1.  Failing  of  defective  boilers  and  engines. 

2.  Frail  and  defective  hulls. 

3.  Want  of  water-tight  bulklieads. 

4.  Deficiency  of  sails,  and  want  of  cables  and  anchors. 
Collisions^  caused  by — 

1.  Want  of  proper  signal-lights. 

2.  Want  of  a  gong  or  <'  sieimi-whistlo,''  in  fogs  or  thick  weather. 

3.  Neglect  to  koe])  a  lookout. 

4.  AVant  of  a  delhicd  "  rule  of  the  road." 

The  only  i)ractioable  mode  of  rcacliing  these  causes  of  disaster,  is  bf 
means  of  a  compulsorj^,  rigid,  scnitiniznig  inspection  of  the  hull,  boiler, 
engine,  and  all  the  equipments  of  steamvessels,  made  by  competent  and 
sworn  officers ;  not  nominal  and  formal  merely,  as  is  too  often  the  case 
under  the  present  law,  but  an  actual  and  faithful  inspection. 

For  this  purpose,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  inspectors  appointed  at 
the  various  placets  where  the  inspection  is  to  be  made;  and  they  must 
have  a  compensation  which  will  command  the  services  of  tlie  most  trust- 
worthy and  best  qualified. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  men,  entirely  competent  for  this  duty,  can 
be  found  at  all  points.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  but  few  places  where 
such  can  be  found ;  and  the  country  is  too  extensive  to  adnut  of  a  super- 
intending central  board.  It  will  he  necessary,  therefore,  to  prescribe  and 
define  by  law,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  particular  duties  of  the  inspectofs, 
and  to  determine  and  s{X3cify  what  equipments  shall  be  provided  for  steam- 
vessels,  as  being  necessary  to  the  public  security. 

To  secure  a  faithful  inspection,  a  j^eualty  should  be  imposed  for  giving 
^^M  Also  certificate,  or  for  giving  a  certificate  without  making  the  inspection 
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liicd.  Instances  have  occurred  under  the  existing  la\r,  of  certificates 
ig  given  by  the  inspectors  without  going  on  board  of  the  vessels  at  aH, 
ng  the  word  of  the  master  fliat  every  thing  is  in  good  condition. 
uch  delinquency,  in  such  a  matter,  is  criminal  in  itself,  and  should  be 
lished  as  such.  But  the  law  provides  no  punishment,  not  even  the 
alty  of  removal. 

Structure  of  the  huH. 

Lnthe  zeal  for  acquiring  speed,  so  much  indulged  at  the  present  day, 
\  little  regard  is  paid  to  the  streogth  and  firmness  of  the  hull.  Very  few 
nericaa  steamers  are  adapted  to  sea-navigation.  They  are  generally  too 
ig,  light,  and  frail,  to  encounter  rough  seas,  or  to  sustain  the  severe 
ocks  to  which  they  are  exposed,  from  collision  and  otiier  causes.  They 
juldbe  irispected  while  building.  The  comparative  length  of  keel  and 
im,  the  festening,  diagonal  bracing,  and  "  mutual  interlockhig,  of  all 
rts  of  the  structure  in  contact,"  are  matters  too  little  attended  to  in  sea- 
ing  steamers,  and  should  claim  the  si)ecial  consideration  of  the  inspect- 
8.  River  steamers  are  often  transferred  to  coast  navigation,  for  which 
ey  are  not  adapted. 

In  England  the  hull  is  often  constructed  of  iron,  and  the  advantages 
aimed  for  them  are,  that  they  may  be  made  to  dmw  less  water,  arc  more 
anch, suffer  less  injury  from  striking  on  rocks,  or  being  driven  on  shore, 
re  less  liable  to  take  fire,  and  may  be  made  more  durable.  In  England 
hey  aie  also  loss  expensive. 

The  materials  for  two  or  three  iron-steamboats,  have  been  imported  from 
ibroad,  and  one  has  been  constnicted  at  Pilt*?burg.  From  a  conviction 
•f  their  superiority  in  several  particulars,  it  is  believed  that  the  interc,<?t  of 
he  country  would  be  promoted  by  giving  all  practicable  encouragement 
0  their  constmction  in  the  United  States. 

There  is  anotiier  ^wint  respecting  the  ronstniction  of  the  hull  which  is 
»f  much  importance;  making  them  with  wrought-iron  water-tight  bulk- 
leads  ( sec  Appendix,  page  51).  This  would  afford  gn^at  additional  safety, 
•specially  on  the  Western  rivers  where  boats  are  so  often  sunk  by  snags 
wd  sawyers.  With  water-tight  bulklieads,  the  sinking  of  a  boat  by  snag- 
nns^it  is  believed,  would  be  of  rare  occurrence. 

Stcam-boilcrs, 

The  only  pra'*tical)lf>  mode  of  testing  the  strength  of  the  boiler,  is  by 
hydrostatic  pressure.  The  maker,  it  is  true,  can  form  some  opinion  of  its 
'Jrength,  having  a  knowledge  of  the  quality  of  the  material  used  in  its 
instruction,  and  of  the  fiiithfiilness  of  the  workmanship.  But  the  inspect- 
R  can  know  nothing  of  its  secret  defects,  even  when  new,  nor,  especially, 
f  its  strength  when  deteriorated  by  age,  overheating  and  straining.  The 
arcing  in  of  the  rivets  where  the  holes  are  punched  cold,  and  not  made 
'  conespond  with  each  other,  is  often  a  source  of  incipient  weakness 
'hich  is  not  visible  to  the  inspector,  nor  can  he  ascertain  it  by  any  other 
« than  that  of  interior  pressure.  The  strength  of  the  material  is  often 
ibiown  to  the  builder  himself  until  it  has  been  tested.  Some  boiler- 
m,  it  is  said,  will  not  bear  so  great  a  strain  as  some  other  of  equal  thick- 
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rox^    ami   of  nr-  hf^w-r  x.v-:vuvm  quality,  by  seven  or  eight    limes   us 

\  ii'si  J»v  I  •-'"*:•'--•■'  :>7t*s>urc  is  not  now  required  by  law,  and  is,  there- 

()iK'  1)1  :'':•  ■■••>■  -''--''-*1  causes  of  explosions,  is  to  be  found  m  the  de- 
fivtiw  ;tT:'.  ,r  r  •  •  •  i.is<li- pressure  boilers,  of  whicli  from  three  to  eight 
liiiil  tri!.  -r  ■  "•"•  ■*•  "  '•  •"  ir^-^nf^ratin^  steam  for  the  same  engine.  They  an? 
plrtpeil  >:.  ■  -*  >•••'•  «*onnerte(l  i)y  steam  and  water  eoniniunicanons. 
Vinii  ..:  >•••'  '.^rieii-?,  as  at  wood-landiiiffs  and  stopping-places,  where 
The  rw-NS.  ,  rs  usually  rush  to  onr  side,  the  water  leaves  the  more  elevated 
W^lfo  -V  *  "V.-s  into  those  on  a  lower  level,  exjwsing  the  iipjx^r  sides  of 
tV  ^r."  ■  :  -  '-*  iho  action  of  tlii^  fire.  The  lines  become  heated  to  red- 
■.■i>2^  >.-  •  ■-.^:'-:un:the  incumbent  steam  to  a  dangerous  degree,  greatly  dis- 
vir.vw-v:.-  ,,.:•  to  its  elasticity,  and  much  above  the  temi>erature  of  the  wa- 
M-  "V^  !:-.i  iho  boat  is  trimmed  ni^ain,  the  water  flows  ])ack  uix)n  the  heai- 
,^,i  7!c::t\  h\  which  a  gre:it  amount  of  steam  of  high  tension  is  suddenly 
4»*i2».'atii.-d.  In  addition  t(»  tlii>.  iln'  maclunery  being  set  in  motion  at  tlio 
v.iiii*  tiiJi'\  the  abstraction  of  st(uun  for  tliat  purp<')se  induces  a  rising  of  a 
:»x/itii/ti  lU' ihi*  water  in  foam  i»r  sj)ray  whicli  is  instantly  con Vf^rted  inui 
Nie.iiM  In-  the  excess  of  hc'it  rouiainiul  in  the  rarifie<l  niediuni  into  which 
i  i.s  liuvcd.  Tiie  result  of  thou  •auses  combined,  is  but  too  well  knou-n 
i.jd  uv  ofttMi  e\ix»rienciMl. 

To  op.Mi  llie  safety-valvr  in  surh  <:asr"s  at  slopj»iiiL^-piaces,  as  required 
!>y  i!ie  pivs(?nt  law,  without  iimtinuinii'  t.)  pnnip  water  into  the  boik-r, 
u;nds  to  pmthn'e  the  very  eifcM  it  wms  (lesi'^iu'd  to  prevent.  It  produce:? 
:t  mon*  ra|)id  exhaustion  of  tIh^  wiiter  below  the  Jhies,  and  diminishes  \hf\ 
density  of  the  steam  witlunit  snfliciently  <"ontroliinc?  its  teinperarurc. 

How  often  it  has  been  stal(Ml  of  (•\[)l()sions,  that  just  betbre  thi'V  CH'«,ur- 
'vd,  the  steam-gjmge  indicated  no  inov<',  .-ind  sonn'times  If»>s,  than  theoi- 
dinary  ])n.'ssnie.  In  snch  c;isi*>  tin;  \vai«T  heinj^workerl  too  low,  the  stiuiu 
bircoines  surcharired  with  hr;n,  and  nirifuid  hy  a  |H)inon  of  it  escapiiii:. 
In  this  condititm  lh<»  pressnre-iiauirc  sliows  no  more  than  tlie  usual  tension 
of  steam,  its  elasticity  being  diminisht^-d,  or  at  hnist  not  increased.  Ilis 
thus  that  the  tuigineer  is  deceived,  beinu:  Wd  to  sup] H)se  from  the  gauge  aiid 
the  salrty-valves  that  all  is  u  oil.  while  lln'  hoilr-r  i.s  apjiroxiniatiiig  the 
vt»ry  ])oint  of  e\])losion. 

To  this  cause  is  attrihutublt;  ;i  v(  rylarg(!  ]>rnp,»riion  (dull  the  oxj-losioiis 
which  liave  taken  place  on  tin?  Western  wat«'rs  whrn'  this  descri;»tion  of 
boilers  is  alm(»st  exclnsiv(»ly  used. 

The  obvious  ivmculy  for  this  evil,  is  .so  ii)  form  tli«;  water  connriUiiica- 
tions  betwt:(m  the  boilers,  as  t«>  pn-vj^it  tin*  waU'r  from  running  i>utofdie 
elevated  boilers  boluw  a  sail^  I«;v(;Land  to  keep  the  snpply-pump  in  ojiera- 
lion. 

Suffering  the  water  to  get  too  lov/,  r'X|X)sin::  the  sn^im  to  an  imntediaic 
contact  with  tlie  ln\Ued  l]n(\s,  is  supposed  also  to  hi*  the  cause,  in  like  man- 
ner, of  lour- fifths  of  all  the  explosions  ihnt  t:ike  placj*  in  low-pressure 
boilers.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  a  siatemr'Ht  in  the  British  report 
before  spoken  of;  that  of  tiie  twenty-three  exjilosicns  which  have  oceui- 
red  in  linglish  steamers,  nineteen  happ-ned  while*  the  vessels  were  stop- 
ping, or  on  the  instant  of  stilting  the  engines  in  motion ;  tiiree  took  place 
while  steaming;  one  not  ascertained.  Th«\se  are  all  supposed  to  be  on 
the  low-pressure  principle,  as  none  other  are  allowed  to  be  used  in  the 
JSa^ish  boats. 
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IVhether  hi^h  or  low  pressure  engines,  arc  attended  with  the  most  dan- 
,  is  a  question  not  very  well  settled,  except  so  far  as  that  the  fiiilure  or 
high-pressure  boilers,  when  it  takes  place,  is  usually  attended  with  the 
litest  destruction  and  loss  of  life.  The  form  of  the  boiler,  however,  is 
uded  as  a  matter  of  some  importance  ;  the  cylindrical  being  less  liable 
bccident  than  the  rectangular.  Of  the  twenty-three  explosions  above 
ined  to,  it  appears  that  seven  occurred  in  cylindrical  boilers ;  fifteen  in 
angular  boilers ;  one  ]iot  ascertained. 
Lmericau  statistics  furnish  no  data  for  sucli  comparisons. 

Sftfeti/'Vdlves. 

[t  is  now  generally  conceded  by  those  best  informed  on  this  subj^t. 
It  there  ouglit  to  be  two  safety-valves  to  every  boiler,  one  under  thecom- 
nd  of  the  engineer,  the  other  inaccessible  to  him  except  to  open  it.  To 
effective  they  should  be  larger  than  are  commonly  used,  and  proper- 
oed  to  the  extent  of  fire  surface.  In  other  words,  they  should  t^  of 
ficient  area  to  pass  all  the  steam  generated  by  the  boilers  in  their  ordi- 
ry  working  condition. 

The  French  law  requires  two  such  valves ;  the  high-pressiure,  loaded 
means  of  a  lever,  the  low-pressure,  with  a  solid  weight  upon  them. 
also  requires  two  disks  of  fusible  metal  (fusible  valves)  for  each  boiler, 
different  dimensions,  fusible  at  different  degrees  of  temperatture;  one 
equal  the  an^a  of  one  of  the  valves,  and  the  other  four  times  that  area 
see  Appendix). 

Steam  and  water  ^nv^es^  and  thermometers. 

These  are  important  instnnnents.  The  mercurial  steam-gauge  detect^, 
ity  derangement  or  error  of  tlie  safety-valves,  and  they  in  their  turn  de- 
« those  of  the  steam-gauge. 

In  high-pressure  boilers  generally,  and  often  in  those  of  low-pressure, 
iliance  is  had  solely  upon  the  conuuon  gauge-cocks,  for  asct^rtaining  the 
eight  of  the  water:  Owing  to  the  foaming  of  the  water,  they  often  give 
Ik  indications  to  the  extent  of  four,  five,  and  six  inches.  Experience 
Bd|Hudence  dictate  the  application  of  one,  if  not  two  glass  water-gauges 
•each  boiler,  or  a  well-arranged  water-float  with  index  denoting  the  level 
fthe  Tfc-ater  iu  the  l)oilcr. 

As  auxiliary  to  these,  and  the  steam-gauge,  a  thermometer  is  admitted  to 
i  an  important  instrument;  the  temperature  of  the  steam,  if  saturated^, 
dicatiug  its  corresponding  tension.  If  the  steam-gauge  and  thermom- 
lerdo  not,  at  any  time,  agree,  the  temperature  mounting  above  the  indi- 
ited  pressure,  it  shows  that  the  tops  of  the  fire-flues  are  becoming  bare, 
m1  tlie  injection-piunps  nnist  be  looked  to  without  delay. 
The  regulations  of  France,  in  addition  to  the  safety-valves  and  fusible 
ctal  valves,  require  two  glass  water-gauges  to  each  boiler,  a  float  with 
dex,  three  gauge-cocks,  and  a  mercurial  steam-gauge.  They  also  rec- 
nineiid  a  saiety-pipe  attached  to  the  boiler,  witli  a  wliistle  at  the  end  to 
re  notice  when  the  water  is  too  low.  The  French  regulations  are  more 
nate  and  definite  than  those  of  any  other  country,  and  accidents  there 

3r  seldom  occur, 
ince  pains  and  penalties  alone  will  not  always  ensure  the  vigilance  or 
elity  of  engine-men,  especially  without  the  means  of  detecting  their 
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delinquency,  it  is  recommended  as  a  great  additional  means  of  safety,  diat 
the  indications  of  the  pressure  and  water  gur/j:cs,  be  transferred  to  some 
public  part  of  the  boat  for  the  inrpection  of  pajjsengers,  by  which  iseans 
they  can  always  knew  tlio  height  of  the  water,  and  pressure  of  steam  un- 
der  which  the  engine  is  working.  That  will  not  only  give  confidence 
and  satisfaction  to  passengers,  but  will  also  induce  more  watchfulness  on 
the  part  of  engine-inon,  from  the  certainty  of  detection  in  case  of  neglect. 
It  is  always  useless  to  impose  penalties  without  some  means  of  detecting 
delinquency. 

FirCy  and  means  of  prevention^  and  of  escape. 

The  particular  causes  of  fire  in  steamboats  have  been  enumerated.  The 
less  controllable  and  more  destructive  fires  originate  about  the  furnaces; 
the  more  frequent  ones  take  in  the  decks,  from  the  flues  and  smoke-pipes, 
or  from  falling  sparks  among  combustible  merchandise. 

The  deplorable  destruction  of  human  life  arising  from  the  conflagration 
of  steaiu vessels,  calls  loudly  for  effective  measures  to  TOevent  the  recur- 
rence of  such  calamities.  It  is  remarkable  that,  v/hile  in  England  only  two 
lives  have  been  lost  by  the  burning  of  steamboats,  there  have  been  near 
four  hundred  and  fifty  in  the  Unit-3d  States.  The  conunittee  believe  that 
this  sacrifice  of  human  life  may  be  prevented ;  and  it  is  becoming  the 
power  whose  apix)inted  duty  it  is,  in  its  proper  sphere,  to  protect  the  life 
and  properly  of  the  citizen,  to  say  cmpluitically  that  such  disasters  most 
cease.  Surroiuidod  with  water,  floating  in  the  very  element  in  which 
alone  fire  cannot  exist,  why  is  it  that  hundreds  at  a  time,  men,  women, 
niid  children,  arc  so  often  left  in  horror  to  choose  between  burning  and 
drowning! 

The  remedy  is  plain ;  the  means  of  prevention  are  abundant*  All  that 
is  wanting  is  a  compulsory  law  enjoining  their  application. 

The  most  obvious  of  those  means,  are,  making  the  boiler-rooms  fireproof 
by  a  lining  tliroughout  of  sheet-iron,  and  an  under  Hning  of  sheet -lead  in 
the  wake  of  tlio  boiler,  protecting  the  decks  around  the  smoke-pipes  in  a 
similar  manuL-r,  and  employing  constantly  a  faithful  fire- watch,  especially 
in  the  night-tinio.  To  these  measures  of  prevention,  add  the  means  of 
promptly  cxti!iq:uishing  incipient  fires,  such  as  fire-engines,  buckets  with 
bailing  ropes,  inid  reservoirs  of  water  on  the  decks ;  and,  as  a  last  resort, 
•  let  there  be  boats  enough  to  save  passengers  and  crew. 

Without  any  such  provisions,  the  cry  of  fire  is  doubly  appalling,  and  no 
one  can  wonder  that  a  scene  of  confusion  and  general  panic  ensues.  But 
let  those  means  be  provided  which  afford  a  reasonable  expectation  of  sub- 
duing the  flames,  or,  in  case  of  failure,  ample  means  of  escape,  and  all 
Avouid  go  calmly  to  work  to  put  out  the  fire. 

Safety-boats, 

In  sea  and  lake  going  vessels,  the  safety-boats  should  be  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  carry  all  on  board.  It  is  a  singular  error  to  provide  the  means 
ofescape  from  a  vessel  on  fire  or  from  shipwreck,  for  some  of  the  passen- 
gers and  not  for  others — for  a  part,  and  not  for  all.  Insufficient  boats  are 
worse  than  none  at  all.  In  the  contest  for  life — ^the  struggle  to  see  who 
«luiU  be  saved  and  who  not — ^the  boats  are  almost  inevitably  swamped,  and 
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TC  lost.  Without  any  boats  to  contend  about,  the  passengers  \rouId 
ace  turn  their  attention  to  subduing  the  flames. 
lie  objection  that  the  decks  would  be  too  much  encumbered  by  safety- 
s  of  the  required  capacity,  is  obviated  by  the  great  buoyancy  and  light- 
\  which  recent  improvements  liave  given  to  the  hTcboat.  Francises 
boats  especially,  as  recently  improved,  possess  very  great  buoyancy 
capacity ;  and  evidence  has  been  laid  before  the  committee,  which 
sfiesthem  of  their  superiority  and  usefiilness,  and  that  they  are  entitled 
11  the  commendation  which  has  been  bestowed  upon  them  (see  Ap- 
idix,  page  26). 

Eng^ineers. 

lowever  thoroughly  steamvessels  may  be  equip])ed  and  provided,  the 
lUc  can  have  no  assurance  of  safety  without  skillful,  moral,  and  vigilant 
jineers.  In  one  sense,  they  have  the  hves  of  all  on  board  in  their  keep- 
:,even  more  so  tlian  the  master  himself.  This  high  responsibility  de- 
ads qualifications  not  always  met  widi  in  that  cUiSs  of  oiiicers.  A 
hful  aischargc  of  their  duties  requires  a  practical  as  well  as  theoretical 
ovledge  of  the  nature  and  proj)erlies  of  steam,  and  of  the  mechanism 
3d  in  its  application.  They  must  not  only  fully  understand  these  mat- 
i,but  also  be  capable  of  feeling  a  deep  consciousness  of  the  importance 
dieir  station.  They  should  be  men  of  sobriety  and  moral  worth,  and 
influenced  by  self-respect  and  pride  of  character,  without  which  they 
neaU^rtain  no  just  appreciation  of  the  trust  confided  to  tliem. 
The  latter  qualifications  should  be  possessed  also  by  masters  and  pilots ; 
id  masters  should,  moreover,  and  esi^cially,  be  capable  of  maintaining 
If-possession  in  time  of  alarm,  to  enable  them  to  act  with  coolness,  as 
ill  as  promptness  and  energy.  One  who  has  not  self-command,  is  unfit 
command  others. 

his  not  to  be  disguised,  that,  in  some  sections  of  the  country,  if  not  in 
If  a  great  reformation  has  become  necessary  in  the  character  and  quali- 
ations  of  steamboat-engineers.  To  this  grade  of  oIFiccrs  must  be  given 
iDore  elevated  character  and  standing,  one  that  will  conunand  confidence 
their  trustworthiness.  This  object  can  be  attaijied  in  no  other  practi- 
Ue  way  tiiau  by  estublishing  and  applying  to  them  tiie  examination  and 
tensing  system,  and  compelling  proprietors  of  stcmnboats  to  employ  for 
igineers  the  best,  not  the  chcaixist;  whereas,  now,  the  cheapest  are  often 
efened  to  the  best 

If  there  arc  not  enough  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications  to  man  all 
A  engines  afloat,  the  tendency  of  the  provisions  recommended  will  be,  to 
ciWe  the  number  hy  improving;  and  elevating  the  character  of  thatpro- 
»ion.  In  that,  as  in  every  thing  else,  the  supply  will  accommodate  itself 
the  demand. 

Summary  of  tfte  proi^isimis  recominenfied  to  be  made  by  law. 

1.  Steamvessels  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  enrolment  or  registry  with- 
t  a  certificate  of  inspection,  and  payment  to  the  collector,  if  the  vessel  be 
dcr  one  hundred  tons  ])urden,  of  $10 ;  if  between  one  and  two  hundred, 
8;  if  between  two  and  f^ur  hundred,  $20 ;  if  over  four  hundred,  $30. 

2.  A  system  of  compulsory,  thorough,  and  faithful  inspection  of  the 
II,  boiler,  machiner)-,  and  all  equipments  of  the  vessel  and  engine,  to 
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be  made  by  inspectors  appointed  by  the  district  judges,  and  to  hold  their 
appointment  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed. 

3.  Inspectors  empowered  to  examine  witnesses  under  oath  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  hull  and  engine,  and  touching  any  matter  of  which  it  is 
their  duty  to  inquire ;  to  discriminate  between  vessels  adapted  to  lake  and 
sea,  and  those  adapted  only  to  river  navigation ;  to  inspect  the  hull  annu- 
ally; to  test  the  boilers  by  hydrostatic  pressure  semi-aiumally,  and  oftener, 
if  necessary ;  may  examine,  on  request  of  passengers,  and  to  certify  posi- 
tively the  results  of  their  inspection ;  to  detcnnine  and  certify  the  maxi- 
mum pressure  to  whicli  the  steam  may  be  raised,  not  to  exceed  one-third 
of  the  lest  pressure ;  and  also,  the  minimum  height  of  water,  below  wliich 
it  may  not  be  exhausted ;  to  notify  when  a  vessel  becomes  unsafe  to  trans- 
port passengers ;  to  examine  and  license  engineers,  animally,  and  to  re- 
voke licenses  for  intemperance,  neglect  of  duty,  or  misconduct ;  to  report, 
annually,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  number  of  steamvenek 
inspected,  and  the  particulars  of  their  equipments  and  condition,  and  par- 
ticulars of  accidents ;  to  receive  from  the  collector  of  the  district  $20  (or 
the  annual  inspection  of  each  vessel  and  equipments,  and  $15  for  all  other 
inspection  of  each  during  the  ye^r,  and  to  receive  from  each  engineer  ei- 
ammed  $5. 

4.  Steam-boilers  lobe  tested  at  three  times  the  pressure  allowed ac: a 
maximum;  the  boilers  to  be  provided  with  a  mercurial  steam-gauge, ther- 
mometer, and  glass  water-gauge,  or  a  water-float,  protected  by  a  curb,fiom 
agitation  and  foaming,  with  index  showing  the  height  of  the  \vater;  gaugl^ 
cocks  to  communicate  with  a  tube  within  the  boiler;  b<:)ilers  to  have  two 
safety-valves  of  apjiroved  area,  one  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  engineer,  ex- 
cept to  raise  it,  to  be  loaded  by  the  insixjctors  at  the  maximum  pressuiei 
the  other  at  halfway  between  the  maximum  and  the  rommon  working 
pressure. 

6.  The  indications  of  the  sleain  and  water-gtuiges  to  bo  exhibited  in 
view  of  the  passengers,  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  tlie  vessel,  showing,  on  a 
scale,  the  pressure  of  steam  and  height  of  water  the  engine  is  woriang 
under. 

6.  Hand  force-pumps  for  injecting  water  into  the  boil(»r  on  failure  of  en- 
gine-pump, or  obstruction  in  the  injertion-pipi\ 

7.  The  boiler-rooms  to  be  made  fireproof  inside  by  a  lining  of  sheet- 
iron,  forced  half  an  inch  or  more  from  the  woodwork  ;  the  decks  around 
tlie  smoke-pipes  to  be  similarly  protected. 

8.  Steamers  to  have  two  or  more  ettectivo  fire-engines,  double  foiw- 
pumps,  or  rotary  pumps,  one  on  the  fbnjcastle  and  another  aft,  drawing 
water  by  suction-pipes  through  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  and  hose  to  each 
to  convey  water  to  any  part  of  the  vessel ;  also,  forty  buckets,  with  bailing- 
ropes  attached ;  and  axes ;  and  two  or  more  tanks  on  promenade-deck, 
holding  not  less  than  three  hundred  gallons,  to  be  kept  filled  with  water. ' 

9.  LidvC,  sound,  and  sea  i?oing  steamers,  to  have  an  equipment  of  sails; 
and  safety-boats  suflicient  to  carry  all  the  passengers  and  crew,  onelialf, 
at  least,  in  capacity,  to  be  life-boats.  River  steamers  under  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  tons,  to  have  boats  to  carry  at  least  forty  persons;  o«r 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons,  boats  to  carry  seventy  persons. 

10.  Metallic  tiller-chains  or  rods  to  be  used  instead  of  ropes,  except  so 
much  as  passes  around  the  tiller-\yhcel ;  the  chain  to  be  capable  of  being 
disengaged  at  the  stern ;  and  a  spare  tiller  to  connect  with  the  head  of  the 

rudder-posu 
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L.  At  night  a  white  liglit  to  be  elevated  forward,  and  a  red  liglit  aft ; 

former  twelve  feet  above  the  upper  deck,  the  latter  three  feet  lower:  to 

e  a  steam  safety-pipe,  to  be  sounded  every  half  minute  in  fogs  or  thick 

ither. 

2.  As  "  a  nile  of  the  road,"  steamers  meeting  "  stem  on,"  to  starboard 

r  helms,  and  pass  to  the  loft,  except  that  in  rapid  rivers,  tlie  ascending 

mer  shall  have  the  preference  of  the  inshore  slack  water  and  eddies ; 

descending  steamer  the  preference  of  the  current.  Steamingvessels 
iting  sailing-vessels,  to  pass  to  the  windward,  yielding  the  course  tod 
ing  good  berth  to  the  sailing-vessels,  whatever  may  be  the  direction  of 

wind. 

;3.  Engineers  to  be  of  two  classes,  chief  engineers  and  sub-engineers ; 
liave  license  from  the  inspectors,  after  examination  into  their  compe- 
cy  and  skill,  sobriety, and  good  moral  character;  none  others  to  be  em- 
ired.  Every  boat  to  have  one  chief  engineer,  and  a  competent  number 
nib-enginecrs.  Certificate  of  inspection,  and  of  examination  of  engi- 
rs,  to  be  posted  up  on  board. 

4.  Sea,  sound,  and  lake  going  steamers,  not  to  carry  gimpowder. 
amers  on  rivers  emptying  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  their  tributaries, 

to  carry  gunpowder  except  in  iron  chests,  and  notice  thereof  to  be 
ted  up  on  board. 

.5-  Tne  putting  on  boai-d  of  any  sailing-vessel  or  steam  vessel,  gun- 
rdcr,  secreted  in  otlier  merchandise,  disguised,  or  falsely  marked,  or 
hone  information  to  the  master,  to  be  punished  as  a  misdemeanor,  and 
vder  forfeited. 

16.  Inspectors  punishable  for  giving  certificate  without  examination,  or 
'  cemiSring  knowingly  what  is  not  true. 

17.  All  duties  enjoined  to  be  enforced  by  penalties. 

18.  Any  person  employed  on  board  of  steamboats  by  whose  negligence 
misconduct  the  life  of  any  passenger  shall  be  destroyed,  to  be  consid- 
A  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  punished  by  imprisonment. 

19.  Forcarrj^ing  excess  of  steam,  or  working  the  water  below  the  point 
Mcribed,  penalty  and  forfeiture  of  wages. 

aO.  Owners  and  masters  to  be  considered  as  common  carriers,  and  lia- 
e  as  such ;  and  all  agreements  and  notices  to  the  contrary  made  void. 
21.  The  fact  of  injury  to  person  or  property  on  board  by  steam,  fire,  or 
llision,  to  he  prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence ;  and  owners  liable  for 
lewilftil  misconduct,  as  well  as  negligence  of  those  in  their  emplo>incnt. 
A  corajdiance  with  regulations  of  the  foregoing  description,  cannot  be 
tended  with  great  expense  to  the  owners  of  steamvessels ;  certainly  in 
Ddi^[iee  commensurate  with  the  ad^Tintagesto  be  derived  in  the  security 
lerwill  afford  to  human  lite.  The  proprietors  themselves,  it  is  believed, 
ill  find  their  own  pecuniary  interest  subserved  thereby,  in  securing  a 
wter  degree  of  public  confidence  in  steamvessels,  and  a  consequent  in- 
nase  of  patronage,  as  well  as  in  lessening  the  hazard  attendmg  this  spe- 
n  of  property,  and  affording  them  the  benefit  of  a  diminished  rate  of 
uniaiice. 

Tlic  commitieei  therefore,  re^rt  a  bill  e^nbrrcing  the  fo  efoing  provis* 
ins. 
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APPENDIX. 
A. 


Statement  shmoing  tJte  dmoutU  of  steam  tonnage  of  the  United  State$  re 
gistered  and  enrolled,  as  returned  by  the  several  collectors  ott  the  dSki 
September,  1839. 


Registered  tonnage. 

Enrolled  tonnage. 

DUTRIOTB. 

Tons  and  95ths. 

Tons  and  SSihs. 

Waldoboro', 

Maine       .           .           . 

" 

67.53 

Bath, 

ti          ^  -        ^ 

675.14 

BOSIOD, 

Massachusetts 

^ 

9,943.10 

JTew  Bedford, 

"          -           -           - 

^ 

57.01 

Nantucket, 

II 

^ 

ni.tt 

Providence, 

Rhode  Island 

^ 

487.00 

Newport, 
Middletown, 

**           -          •          • 

^ 

SI1.U 

Connecticut 

^ 

796.00 

New  London, 

"          -          -           . 

_ 

346.45 

New  Haven, 

**          •          -           . 

^ 

784.10 

Fairfield, 

'*          •          -           • 

_ 

S91.70 

Vermont, 

Vermont   -           -           - 

^ 

1,364.40 

Sackett's  Harbor, 

New  York 

^ 

896.80 

Oswego, 

*'          •          •           • 

^ 

689.00 

Genesee, 

'*          •           -           • 

_ 

139.00 

Oswegatchie. 
Buffalo  Creek, 

"          -           •           . 

_ 

008.63 

**          •           .          • 

^ 

4,916.00 

Sag  Harbor, 

"          -           •           • 

_ 

89.87 

New  York, 

**          -           -           • 

_ 

30,348.57 

Perth  Amboy, 

New  Jersey, 

^ 

498.47 

Newark, 

"          -           -           - 

^ 

891.56 

Camden, 

"          -          -           • 

^ 

1,136.67 

Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania 

^ 

8,484.65 

Piitsburgr, 

"          -           -           • 

. 

11,864.71 

Wilmington, 

Delaware  -           -           - 

_ 

373.61 

Baltimore, 

Maryland  -           -           - 

360.31 

7,754.8 

Annapolis, 

"           -          -           - 

^ 

336.42 

Georgetown, 

Columbia  -           -           - 

—          > 

1,133.3} 

Alexandria, 

**           •           -           • 

_ 

984.14 

Norfolk, 

Virginia    - 

^ 

1,909.86 

Richmond, 

"... 

^ 

147.9 

Wheeling, 

*'          -          •           - 

_ 

9,268.71 

Charleston, 

South  Carolina     - 

74 

9,984.» 

Savannah, 

Georgia     ... 

3,917.87 

4,994.91 

Brunswick, 

11           .           .           , 

_ 

408.11 

Miami, 

Ohio 

^ 

1,801.30 

Cuyahoga, 

**           -           .           . 

„ 

3,917.16 

Sandusky, 

"           -           •           - 

. 

9,«78.07 

Cincinnati, 

"           *           •           . 

^ 

9,169.47 

Detroit, 

Michigan  -          -          - 

. 

Mobile, 

Alabama  - 

936.54 

S»n4.l6 

JLonisviUe, 

Kentucky  - 

^ 

Siwun 

St.  Lonb, 

Missouri    -           .           - 

^ 

9jW.0O 

Nashville, 

Tennessee  - 

^ 

4m 

New  Orleans, 

Louisiana  -           .           . 

2,314.93 

Appalachicola, 

Florida      -          -           - 
>tol      - 

- 

l,M».«_ 

T< 

5,303.75 

1M.W.91^ 

RecapUvlatimi  of  the  steam  tonnage  of  the  United  States. 


Employed  on  the  Eastern  waters 
Employed  on  the  lakes 
Employed  on  the  Western  waters  (rivers) 
Employed  south  of  the  Potomac  river 
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B. 

LOSS   OF  THE  LEXINGTON. 

Testimony  of  the  pilots  Captain  Manchester, 

The  following  testimony  of  Captain  Manchester,  the  pilot,  and  who  is 
le  of  the  four  that  were  saved  from  the  Lexington,  was  taken  before  the 
iioner  of  New  York  : 

G^tain  Stephen  Manchester,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

1  bve  at  Providence,  R.  1.  I  follow  the  water  for  a  livelihood,  and  have 
one  80  for  about  twenty  years,  as  master,  mate,  and  pilot.  I  have  been 
ilot  of  a  steamboat  for  five  years.  I  was  first  pilot  of  the  Boston  two 
ears,  and  then  for  three  years  past  have  been  pilot  of  the  Lexington,  ex- 
epting  about  two  weeks  last  fall ;  I  was  on  board  of  the  Narraganset 
'hile  tha  Lexington  was  under  repair.  I  piloted  the  Lexington  through 
1  the  month  of  December  last,  and  in  January,  until  she  was  lost 

1  considered  the  Lexington  as  good  a  boat  as  any  on  the  line,  and  as 
ood  as  any  other,  as  far  as  I  knew. 

I  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  New  Jersey  Company  since  March  last. 

Her  steering  apparatus  consisted  of  iron-rods  running  fore  and  aft,  except- 
sg  at  the  wheel ;  there  was  sufficient  length  of  hide  rope  to  go  round  the 
rheel,  and  at  the  stern  a  rope  connected  the  rods  with  the  rudder.  1  never 
aw  a  boat  steered  wholly  with  rods  and  chains. 

I  never  knew  the  Lexington  to  be  on  fire  before.  I  have  been  told,  since 
this  investigation  commenced,  that  she  was  once  before  on  fire  on  coming 
into  the  dock  here.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  loading  the  boat.  My  sole 
business  is,  when  the  boat  is  ready  to  start,  to  go  into  the  wheel-house  and 
there  remain  until  she  arrives  at  her  place  of  destination.  1  have  stowed 
Mght  and  cargo  on  board  of  sloops,  but  not  on  *board  of  steamboats.  I 
hive  never  taken  observation  of  the  manner  of  stowing  steamboats'  freight. 

The  freight  ot  the  Lexington,  on  her  last  trip,  consisted  chiefly  of  cotton. 
She  had  a  small  quantity  of  other  freight.  The  mate  (Mr.  Thurber)  told 
IDS  she  had  on  board  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  cotton  :  I  did 
Dorice  the  manner  in  which  the  cotton  on  board  was  stowed  ;  it  was  done 
in  about  the  usual  manner,  some  bales  on  the  side  and  some  on  the  end  ; 
thoe  were  some  bales  on  the  boiler  hatch ;  we  had  but  little  wood  on 
board ;  what  we  had  was  stowed  in  small  rooms  each  side  of  the  engine ; 
thoe  rooms  could  hold  some  five  or  six  cords  of  wood ;  during  her  last 
trip^  but  one,  there  were  carpenters  on  board  at  work — I  think  making  a 
biaage-room — but  before  her  starting  on  the  last  trip,  some  workmen  were 
MibDard  repairing  the  furnace-blowers  ;  these  workmen  did  not  go  on  the 
trip;  I  am  not  an  engineer,  and  am  not  competent  to  judge  of  the  boat's 
Dadiinery  ;  the  freight  was  so  stowed  as  to  admit  of  a  free  passage,  fore 
lOd  aft,  for  those  on  board,  and  no  one  could  bo  incommoded  thereby  \  I 
Mver  knew  it  otherwise ;  I  was  in  the  wheel-house,  at  the  wheel,  when  the 
ilann  was  first  given ;  it  was  about  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening ; 
!  was  first  notified  of  the  danger  by  some  one  who  came  to  the  wheel-house 
loor  and  told  me  that  the  boat  was  on  fire — don't  know  who  that  person 
raa;  my  first  movement  was  to  step  out  of  the  wheel-house  and  look  aft ; 
flaw  the  upper  deck  on  fire  all  around  the  smoke-pipe,  and  blazing  up  two 
r  Itnee  feet,  perhaps,  above  the  promenade  deck ;  the  flame  seemed  to  be  a 
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thin  sheet,  and,  apparently,  but  just  commenced ;  the  blaze  seemed  to  fol- 
low up  the  smoke-pipe,  and  was  all  around  it ;  1  again  went  into  the  wheel- 
house,  caught  hold  of  the  wheel,  hove  it  l)ard  aport,  and  steered  the  boat 
head  to  land  ;  I  thought,  from  my  first  view  of  the  fire,  that  it  was  a  doubt* 
ful  case  whether  it  could  be  extinguished  ;  we  were,  when  the  fire  broke 
out,  about  fifty  miles  from  here,  off  Katon's  neck,  and  some  four  miles  from 
the  lx)ng  Island  shore ;  at  the  rate  the  boat  was  running,  she  might  prob- 
ably have  reached  the  shore,  if  rightly  headed,  in  twenty  minutes ;  it  took 
some  three  or  four  minutes  to  get  her  head  about;  we  were  steering  about 
•east  by  north ;  the  nearest  land  was  south  from  us ;  we  had  not  got  the 
boat  headed  round  before  the  tiller-rope  gave  way ;  she  was  heading  about 
southeast,  and  the  land  we  were  desirous  of  reaching  lay  about  south 
when  I  lost  command  of  her  from  the  giving  way  of  the  tiller-ropes ;  the 
engine  was  at  this  time  working :  I  don't  know  where  the  engineer  was  at 
this  time  ;  the  boat,  as  she  procfressed,  headed  more  to  the  eastward;  as  I 
had  ffot  the  wheel  hove  over  liard  aport,  Captain  Childs  came  into  the 
wheel-house  ;  as  he  came  into  the  wheel-house,  he  put  his  hand  on  a  spoke 
of  the  wheel,  and  at  that  moment  the  rope  gave  way. 

The  larboard  rope  was  the  one  which  gave  way.  1  presume  it  was  the 
rope  attached  to  the  wheel  which  gave  way,  but  I  don't  know  positivelf. 
At  this  moment  the  smoke  came  into  the  wheel  house  so  violently  that  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  it.  1  den't  recollect  having  seen  Captain  Childs 
afterward.     Captain  Childs  did  not  make  any  remark  relative  to  the  boat. 

As  I  stepped  out  of  the  wheel-house,  I  called  to  those  on  the  forecastle  to 
•get  out  the  fire  engine  and  buckets.  The  engine  they  succeeded  in  getting 
•out,  but  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  buckets,  except  two  or  three  which  we 
found  afterward  on  the  forecastle.  I  believe  that  the  ropes  were  not  parted 
hy  the  strain,  but  were  burnt  off;  I  could  not,  however,  have  remained 
longer,  for  the  smoke,  had  there  been  chains  on  the  wheel.  1  think  there 
was  at  this  time  a  sufficient  chance  for  a  person  to  go  aft  upon  the  prome- 
fiade  deck.  The  boat  had  a  good  tiller,  rigged  with  cliains  ;  I  know  that 
this  aj)para(us  was  in  good  order.  All  boats  are  rigged  in  this  way,  to  pro- 
vide against  accident  to  the  wheel  apparatus.  1  should  have  gone  aft  tothe 
tiller,  but  1  iliought  that,  if  it  could  be  used,  tliere  were  enough  persons  aft 
to  do  so ;  besides,  I  thought  my  services  were  more  needed  forward.  After 
calling  lor  tlie  Ilre-cngine,  I  went  to  the  life-boat,  where  1  found  some  per- 
sons stripping  oif  her  tarpauling  covering.  1  don't  know  who  any  of  theK 
persons  were. 

1  did  not  know  Captain  llilliard,  nor  should  I  now  know  him.  Ire- 
y^uested  that  the  boat  might  not  l>e  let  go  over  the  side  till  we  got  a  lioe  Ast 
to  her.  A  line  was  passed  and  made  fast  to  the  bows  of  the  h>at ;  the  line 
was  taken  forward,  and  I  ordered  it  to  be  made  fast  to  the  steamboat,  to 
keep  the  life-bi>al  from  going  oflf  when  thrown  into  the  water.^^  The  fife 
was  then  burning  through  the  upper  deck,  around  the  lifeboat.^  I  cut  the 
lashings,  and  she  was  launched  ;  1  jumped  down  upon  the  forecaede  and 
caught  hold  of  the  hawser  myself;  1  found  that  the  hawser  was  notmidB 
fast  to  the  steamboat,  forward.'  Several  persons  took  hold  of  the  faawaeri 
enough  lo  have  lield  fast  and  saved  the  boat,  but  they  let  go,  one  after  the 
other,  until  I  was  obliged  to  let  go  myself.  Tliese  persons  who  were  with 
mei  and  had  hold  of  the  hawser,  were  some  of  the  deck-hands  and  waitm; 
there  were  one  or  two  passengers  and  the  wheelsmen.  The  boat  bavin; 
-been  lost,  we  then  caught  hold  of  the  two  buckets,  aud  with  them  and  \ 
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boxes,  which  we  broke  open,  we  commenced  throwing  water  upon 
».  We  threw  the  water  from  over  the  boat's  side.  The  en^rine  was 
pretty  much  stopped.  While  some  were  throwing  water,  myself  and 
\  took  the  flagstaff  and  another  spar,  and,  knocking  off  some  of  the 
urks,  we  lash^  them  to  the  spars  to  make  a  rafl,  m  hopes  that  we 
i  thereby  save  some  of  us.  We  made  a  line  fast  to  it,  and  launched  it 
Lhe  side.  There  were  on  the  forecastle  four  baggage-cars ;  these  we 
ed  of  the  baggage,  which  we  threw  overboard,  and,  making  fast  a 
:o  the  cars,  we  ttirew  them  over  the  side  also.  The  engine  had  now 
dy  ceased  working.  I  think  it  worked  some  fifteen  minutes  i^er  the 
tuoke  out.  It  did  not  stop  suddenly,  but  kept  working  slower  until 
led  entirely.  Having  secured  every  thing  that  we  thought  a  person 
I  save  himself  on,  we  continued  to  throw  the  water.  As  the  ore  ap- 
:bed  us,  we  still  kept  the  water  going,  until  the  main  deck  had  fallen 
far  forward  as  the  capstan,  in  hopes  that  some  one  mi^ht  come  to  our 
1  Ftople,  by  this  time,  had  been  getting  over  the  sides,  and  were 
ing  on  the  baggage  cars  and  things,  and  some  were  already  drowned. 
fire  bad  now  extended  completely  under  us,  and  was  bursting  out  nf 
>re8cuttle  ''  right  in  the  eyes  of  her."  We  were  now  cornered  up  into 
lall  a  space  that  wc  could  do  nothing  more  with  the  water ;  what  few 
were  left  with  me,  some  eight  or  ten  in  number,  now  asked  me  what 
should  do.  I  said,  I  see  no  choice  for  any  of  us  ;  if  we  remain  here, 
Diist  inevitably  be  burnt  to  death  ;  and,  if  we  go  overboard,  we  shall| 
equal  certainty,  perish.  Among  those  who  remained  to  the  last  was 
L  Van  Cott,  Mr.  Hoyt,  and  Mr.  Harnden,  of  the  Express;  these  were 
ienssengers  whoso  names  I  can  recollect. 

took  a  piece  of  spun-yarn,  tied  it  round  my  coat,  made  it  fast  to  the  rail| 
vith  it  eased  myseH  down  upon  the  stage  or  raft.  As  I  stepped  on  to 
nnk  from  under  me  partly.  I  raised  myseli  up  by  the  line  till  it  rose 
i;  I  then  sprung  and  caught  hold  of  a  piece  of  the  float's  railing,  which 
Iwmt  and  fallen  off.  From  that  I  got  on  to  a  bale  of  cotton,  on  which 
I  was  already  another  man  seated.  Finding  that  the  bale  was  made 
to  the  piece  of  railing,  I  cut  it  loose.  About  the  time  when  I  cut 
wtj  some  one  who  was  standing  upon  the  piece  of  rail,  asked  me 
ire  was  room  for  another  on  the  bale.  I  made  him  no  answer.  As  he 
B,  he  jumped  and  knocked  my  companion  off  the  bale.  He  fell  into 
rater,  and  regained  his  position  upon  the  piece  of  railing,  and  I  hauled 
nmpanion  again  upon  the  bale.  I  caught  hold  of  a  piece  of  board, 
db  was  drifting  past,  and  witli  it  shoved  the  bale  clear  of  the  wreck,  and 
;  drift  down  the  sound.  I  tried,  with  the  piece  of  board,  to  make  in  for 
and,  in  order  that  I  mijrhl  fetch  inside  of  Crone  neck,  and  not  drift  past 
I  did  not  succeed  in  this,  but  continued  to  use  the  piece  of  board,  for 
dte,  as  long  as  I  could  use  it.  When  I  left  the  wreck  I  looked  at  my 
ihi  and  saw  that  it  was  just  twelve  o'clock.  The  man,  who  was  on  the 
With  me,  told  me  his  name  was  McKinney,  and  that  he  lived  in  New 
t  Re  appeared  much  exhausted  when  he  first  got  on  the  bale ;  he 
giving  up  entirely,  when  I  told  him  to  thrash  his  hands,  which  he  did 
time.  About  daylifi:ht,  he  fell  back  upon  the  bale  of  cotton,  and  the 
SHt  that  came  he  fell  off,  and  went  down  without  a  struggle.  My 
k  had  not  become  so  frozen  that  I  could  not  use  them  at  all.  I  looked 
f  watch  at  one  o'clock,  and  again  at  two,  but  could  not  afterward  get 
I  think  that  the  wreck  sunk  at  about  three  o'clock.  I  think  I  was 
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distant  from  the  wreck,  when  it  sunk,  about  three  miles.  A  short  time 
after  sunrise  I  recollect  seeing  a  sloop  to  the  windward.  I  managed  to  put 
a  handkerchief  upon  the  piece  of  board,  and  raised  it  up,  holding  it  between 
my  hands.  My  fingers  were  now  so  frozen  that  I  could  not  bend  thera.  At 
first  I  set  astride  of  the  cotton  bale,  but,  getting  the  cramp  in  my  legs,  [ 
drew  them  both  on  one  side,  and  sat  crosswise  of  the  bale.  I  did  not  get 
knocked  oil  the  bale  at  all,  though  there  was,  at  times,  a  heavy  sea  on. 
McKinney  spoke  to  me  of  iiis  wife  and  children,  whom,  he  said,  he  had 
kissed  on  leaving  them  that  morning,  lie  said  that  he  had  never  been 
through  the  sound  lx3forc. 

I  was  picked  up  by  the  sloop  Merchant,  Captain  Meeker,  who  treated  me 
with  the  greatest  kindness.  1  was  taken  to  the  house  of  Captain  Godfrey, 
at  Southport,  w^hcre  1  had  every  comfort  atid  uitention  that  could  be  af- 
forded or  desired. 

I  have  known  Captain  Childs  some  ten  or  fifteen  years.  We  were 
jacket-masters  together  for  several  years,  since  when  we  liave  beea  in 
steamboats.  He  has  always  been  in  this  line  of  boats.  lie  was  a  very 
steady,  smart,  and  capable  man  for  the  business  in  which  he  lias  been  en- 
gaged. 

When  he  came  to  me  in  the  wheel-house,  he  appeared  somewhat  agitated, 
though  I  could  not,  from  the  short  time  he  was  there,  take  particular  notice. 
There  did  not  appear  to  be  much  confusion  among  those  iorward^how  it 
was  aft,  I  do  not  know. 

In  my  opinion,  the  fire  originated  from  the  heat  of  the  smoke-pipe,  which 
was  communicated  to  the  woodwork.  1  have  frequently  seen  the  soioke- 
pipo  red  hot,  and  saw  it  so  on  the  last  night.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
red  heat  ever  extended  to  the  flange  or  not.  The  cotton  was  piled  within, 
perhaps,  a  foot  of  the  steam-chimney — it  might  have  been  two  feet  The 
flame  which  I  first  saw  appeared  to  be  that  created  by  the  burning  of  wood, 
not  of  coal.  The  tiller  aft  was  always  ship[)ed  and  in  order  for  use.  1 
think  that,  in  consequence  of  the  smoke  which  fell  aft,  that  a  man  could  not 
have  continued  at  the  tiller  until  the  time  when  the  engine  stopped. 

I  think  a  boat  could  be  steered  through  Hcllgate  by  tiller-chains,  though 
there  would  be  more  danger  than  from  the  use  of  ropes,  as,  in  cold  weather, 
the  chains  would  be  more  likely  to  break.  I  think  that  the  ropes  used  on 
board  of  the  Lexington  were  as  safe  as  any  chains  that  could  be  rigged.  I 
do  not  think,  had  cnains  been  used  on  board  of  the  Lexington,  that  I  should 
have  been  more  likely  to  have  reached  the  shore  with  tier.  I  never  had 
any  apprehension  of  the  liCxington  taking  fire,  nor  did  I  consider  her  any 
more  likely  to  take  fire  than  any  other  boat. 


Testimony  of  Captain  Chester  HiUiard. 

I  am  a  native  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  have  followed  the  sea  forihe 
last  six  years.    I  am  24  years  old. 

A  week  ago  last  Monday  I  went  on  l)oard  the  Lexington  to  m  to  Ite- 
wich.  Embarked  about  3,  F.  M.,  on  the  route  to  Stoiiington.  Did  not  kmnr 
the  number  of  passengers ;  should  judge  there  might  be  160  from  what  I 
saw  at  the  table,  but  since  have  been  inclined  to  believe  that  a  very  bighesti- 
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1  no  attention  to  the  stowage  of  the  cargo ;  the  principal  part 
be  cotton,  and  it  was  stowed  under  the  promenade  deck.  There 
be  room  for  one  man  to  go  between  the  paddle-wheel-house 
Dpanion-wa/.  Think  there  was  one  tier  of  cotton  bales  stowed 
».  I  was  forward  on  the  forecastle,  and  saw  three  baggacre  cars, 
I  pretty  near  all  that  were  there.  Saw  the  life  boat  just  forward 
el- bouse,  on  the  starboard  side;  she  was  covered  over  with  a 
ivass.  I  observed  the  quarter-boats,  but  did  not  pay  any  par- 
ce  to  them  until  they  were  lowered  away  frem  the  davits.  Took 
It  six,  P.  IVL;  there  Were  two  tables,  but  they  did  not  run  the 
th  of  the  cabin.  There  was  a  stove  in  the  centre ;  the  tables 
I  that  some  passengers  had  to  wait.  Saw  nothing  wrong  in  the 
It  of  the  boat  before  supper.  At  that  time  she  might  be  going 
knots  an  hour.  Thinks  it  likely  that  the  supper  occupied  from 
three-quarters  of  an  hour.  1  cannot  say  if  Captain  Gliilds  was 
t.  Heard  the  cry  of  "  fire"  about  one  hour  after  supper.  Was 
It  of  turning  in,  when  1  heard  the  alarm  of  fire.  Threw  my 
x>ts  off;  my  berth  was  in  the  afler  cabin,  not  far  from  the  com- 
Tf  on  the  starboard  side.  It  was  the  third  berth  from  the  stair- 
id  not  apprehend  anything  serious,  but  went  up  on  deck  and 
rercoat  on  my  arm.  When  I  got  on  deck  I  observed  the  casing 
ke-pipo  on  fire.  What  struck  my  attention  most  was  the  genera! 
3  passengers  for  the  boats.  I  think  it  likely  that  the  promenade 
n  fire  also  at  that  time ;  I  think  it  was  below  the  promenade 
lot  below  the  main  deck. 

16  first  time  1  was  on  board  the  boat ;  and  I  do  not  know  any- 
I  her  chimneys,  one  way  or  the  other.  I  did  not  hear  any  orders 
^mmaDder ;  but  from  what  I  observed  among  the  crew,  forward, 
ippose  they  were  rigging  the  fire-engine.  I  do  not  think  that 
ts  bad  been  used  when  I  first  saw  the  fire.  There  were  buckets 
Mit  I  cannot  say  how  many.  I  do  not  know  the  fact,  but  I  think 
was  not  got  to  work.  I  left  the  main  deck  and  went  on  the 
I  deck.  Soon  after  1  got  up,  I  thought  the  people  on  board  seem- 
stupidly  determined  to  destroy  themselves,  and  the  boats  alsO| 
means  of  safety.  1  repaired  to  the  starboard  boat,  which  they 
iring  away.  They  got  the  boat  partly  over,  until  she  took  the 
then  some  one  cut  the  forward  tackle,  when  she  filled  and  went 
think  about  twenty  persons  were  in  her  then.  The  other  honi 
9d,  and  went  down  in  pretty  much  the  same  way ;  she  was  also 
sengers.  I  cannot  say  that  she  was  cut  loose,  but  I  think  the 
through  the  blocks ;  I  cannot  say  if  there  was  any  painter ;  if 
it  must  have  parted.  At  that  time,  the  fire  had  got  agoing  so, 
made  up  my  mind  <^  it  was  a  case."  I  thought,  then,  that  the 
od  to  save  our  lives  was  to  run  the  boat  ashore ;  and,  for  that 
went  to  the  wheel-house  to  consult  with  the  captain.  Saw  him, 
im  the  best  thinc^  he  could  do  was  to  run  the  boat  ashore.  He 
mt  was  already  heading  to  the  land.  The  fire,  at  this  time,  be- 
ne op  above  the  upper  deck,  and  the  wheel  house  was  filled  with 
leme  two  or  three  persons  were  in  the  wheel-house  and  on  the 
9  deck,  and  their  attention  was  turned  to  the  life  boat  I  told 
mnst  be  quick  or  she  would  be  burnt.  I  lent  a  hand  to  clear  off 
ling^  but  did  not  make  up  my  mind  to  get  in  her,  as  I  thought  she 
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I  :?}eu|rht  the  chance  was  that  sho  would  go  the  same 
.>?cf^.  What  became  of  her  1  do  not  know,  for  the  fire  gaioel 
,,  :Mi  i  wa:?  obhged  to  go  away  from  that  part.  I  then  went  ait  to 
1  '.  .1  icv-^.  i"^^  '^i^y  ^vere  at  work  with  the  hose.  1  think  it  was  screv- 
*  »  V'  .M^f  force-pump.  The  smoke  was  so  dense  that  I  could  hardly  see 
,*!».,,  -K  V  were  about ;  and  I  think  that,  at  tliat  time,  the  communication 
^  .^c.  cut  otf  fore  and  aft.  Krom  the  time  of  the  first  alarm  to  the  time  I  am 
>iva;ii"i:  of,  it  may  have  been  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes ;  and  about  that 
Sine  iho  euirine  stopped.  1  suggested  lo  the  hands  to  throw  the  cotton 
overboard,  which  tliey  did,  and  1  helped  to  get  it  out.  I  said  we  had  to  da 
something,  and  that  too  preUy  soon.  The  best  refuge,  in  my  opinion,  I  said, 
was  tlie  cotton.  Wc  got  out  all  that  was  not  on  fire  on  the  larboard  side  of 
the  boat :  there  were  Ten  or  twelve  bales  put  over,  and  1  cut  ofl'four  or  five 
fathoms  of  hue.  and  attached  it  to  the  last  bale  that  was  not  on  fire  :  it  was 
a  fiat  ^^quare  bale  of  the  ordinary  size.  1  put  the  rope  round  the  middlCi 
and  took  a  round  turn  with  the  rope  after  we  had  it  on  the  rail,  and  then 
slipped  it  oft*,  and  got  on  it  ourselves,  below  the  guard,  by  means  of  the 
rope ;  we  then  lowered  ourselves  and  the  bale  into  the  water.  The  boat  at 
this  time  lay  head  to  the  shore,  with  the  wind  on  her  broadside;  we  were 
on  the  larboard  side  of  the  boat,  under  her  lee  ;  this  was  ten  minutes  after 
tlie  engine  stopped.  Wc  sat  on  the  bale  of  cotton,  facing  each  other,  and 
it  floated  about  one-third  out  of  the  water  ;  the  wind  was  pretty  fresh,  and 
the  boat  drilling  about  a  knot  and  a  half.  W^e  looked  out  for  something  to 
steer  her  with  ;  but  first  wo  wound  up  the  ropes  by  which  we  had  lowered 
the  bale  from  the  wreck.  JMy  companion  opposed  leaving  the  wreck,  but  I 
was  determined  not  to  stay  and  be  burnt,  and  we  shoved  the  hale  around 
the  stern  of  the  steamer.  The  boat  then  drifted  from  us,  and  perhaps  we 
jrot  a  knot  and  a  half  from  her.  That  was  at  8  P.  M.,  because  I  noted  the 
time.  1  got  then  a  piece  of  board  that  would  enable  me  to  keep  the  cotton 
to  the  windward.  At  this  time,  I  should  suppose,  nearly  everybody  had 
left  the  boat,  for  the  ladies'  cabin  was  all  on  fire  ;  but  1  saw  one  lady  and 
two  or  three  other  persons  on  board.  The  reason  why  I  noticed  this  lady 
was  because  her  child  appeared  to  be  floating  on  the  water;  we  passed  it 
quite  close,  so  that  I  could  have  put  my  hand  on  it  as  it  lay  on  its  back ;  the 
mother  saw  us  and  sung  out  for  us  to  save  it.  Wc  then  drifted  away,  and 
could  see  no  one  except  a  fireman  on  the  forecastle.  Should  have  judged 
the  child  to  have  been  a  girl  from  its  dress.  It  was  quite  dead,  and  wc  did 
not  attempt  to  got  at  it.  Cannot  describe  the  lady,  or  recollect  the  words 
she  said.  The  fact  is,  1  hud  my  hands  full  to  take  care  of  the  bale  of  cot- 
ton. My  feet,  of  course,  were  in  the  water,  and  1  was  wet  up  to  the  mid- 
dle. We  kept  in  sight  of  the  boat  until  she  sunk,  which  was  at  3,  A.  M.  I 
should  say  we  were  above  a  mile  oft'  her  at  that  lime.  At  the  time  wc  left 
the  boat  it  was  cloudy,  biU  it  cleared  oft*,  and  the  moon  shone  out,  and  we 
had  a  fine  night.  1  noted  the  time  about  every  half  hour.  It  was  not  so 
intensely  cold,  but  it  required  great  exertions  to  keep  tlie  blood  in  circula- 
tion. I  beat  my  hands  together,  and  took  otlier  means  for  that  object.  About 
4,  A.  M.,  the  bale  capsized,  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  swell ;  it  went  right 
over  endwise,  but  we  both  managed  to  get  up  on  it  again,  and  then  we  had 
lost  the  piece  of  board,  and  the  bale  became  ungovernable.  My  companioa 
complained  of  the  cold  from  the  first  setting  out,  and  did  not  seem  to  have 
that  spirit  about  him  that  he  ought  to  have  had.  He  kept  troubling  him* 
«jelf  about  things  he  had  no  business  to  mind  at  that  time.    His  name  u-as 
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C!oX|  and  his  wife  liired  at  No.  71  Cherry  street    After  the  capsize  he  did 
not  teem  to  have  much  hope.    He  was  thinly  clad,  and  1  gave  him  my 
vart;  he  had  only  a  flannel  shirt  and  trowsers,  boots,  and  a  cap ;  he  was 
one  of  the  firemen  on  board  the  Lexington.    I  think  he  fell  off  about  turo 
bonis  after  the  bale  had  upset ;  for  the  last  half  hour  Cox  had  been  stupid, 
and  had  lost  all  use  of  his  hands,  and  he  cculd  not  hold  on  to  the  bale.    I 
did  what  I  could  to  keep  his  blood  in  circulation,  but  without  effect.    The 
sea  continued  very  rough,  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  hold  of  the  rope  to 
keep  on  myself;  the  bale  was  broadside  to  the  sea,  and  I  had  much  ado  to 
keep  it  steady.     At  last  he  slipped  off  and  sunk  without  a  struggle.    1  got 
Ihea  more  on  to  the  head  of  the  baU^,  to  make  it  more  steady,  and  I  con- 
tinned  there  until  picked  up.  For  the  last  hour  it  was  so  smooth  that  I  ^t 
ou  the  bale  altogether  and  sat  down.    T  consider  it  was  about  half-past  six, 
A.  U.,  when  the  man  fell  off.    ^Vhen  1  saw  the  sloop  I  waved  my  hat  to 
excite  their  attention,  and  they  bore  down  and  picked  me  up.  She  was  the 
Merchant,  from  Southport,  Captain  Meeker ;  he  asked  me  ifl  knew  of  any 
others,  and  made  other  inquiries  of  me.  as  he  had  come  out  on  purpose  to 
see  it  he  could  render  any  assistance.    They  arc  entitled  to  great  credit ; 
lor  I  know  of  no  other  persons  who'  have  done  so,  except  the  steamer 
Statesman.    Captain  M.  had  to  take  out  part  of  his  cargo,  in  order  to  get 
the  sloop  over  the  bar.     It  was  morning  before  he  could  accomplish  this. 
It  was  about  II,  A.  M.,  when  I  was  picked  up,  as  tiic  sloop  had  to  beat 
down  to  windward.     The  sloop  had  been  in  to  speak  the  light  boat  off 
Eaton's  Neck,  and  to  ask  her  crew  if  they  could  point  out  whereabouts  the 
fire  occurred.     The  captain  of  the  sloop  paid  me  every  attention,  and  then 
veatto  cruise  after  any  other  sufferers.    They  picked  up  two  men  alive, 
and  two  dead  bodies.     One  was  Manchester,  the  pilot.    1  think  he  was  on 
■a  hale  of  cotton.    The  other  was  Charles  Smith ;  he  was  on  the  wheel- 
house.    The  pilot  was  picked  up  first,  while  I  was  below.    I  should  say 
Ihey  were  l)olh  found  within  half  an  hour  after  I  was  on  board  the  sloop. 
The  pilot  was  pretty  much  gone,  and  I  thought  the  other  seemed  better. 
They  put  them  both  to  bed.    Smith  was  a  fireman  on  board  the  Lexing- 
ton. 
Coroner.  How  did  Captain  Childs  appear  when  at  the  wheel-house? 
Witness,  Why,  he  was  confused. 
Coroner,  What  did  he  say? 

WUness.  He  said  nothing  that  I  heard,  but  that  he  was  running  for  the 
land. 

By  the  jury.  That  was  the  last  time  1  saw  him,  and  I  am  incUned  to 
think  he  was  suffocated  at  the  wheel,  from  the  fact  of  his  not  being  seen 
ifterward.  With  regard  to  the  tiller  ropes,  I  am  of  opinion  they  burnt 
off;  but  I  know  nothing  positive  about  it,  or  how  I  acquired  that  opinion  ; 
I  had  no  conversation  with  the  man  that  was  on  the  bale  of  cotton  respect- 
ing the  origin  of  the  fire.  I  did  not  examine  the  place  where  the  fire  broke 
•<Hit,  but  1  saw  the  fire  when  the  quarter-boats  were  lowered  away  ;  did  not 
•ecany  of  the  other  officers  of  the  deck  except  the  captain.  I  think  that 
^  man  could  have  got  aft  aAer  the  lile  boat  was  cut  away. 

I  went  aft  of  the  gangway,  but  did  not  see  any  of  the  men  or  officers  of 
the  deck  attempting  to  ship  the  tiller.  I  cannot  say  if  it  was  shipped  or 
not;  in  fact,  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  I  do  not  know  how  near 
the  ootton  was  to  the  wheel-house.  The  engine  may  have  worked  five 
\  after  the  pilot  left  the  wheel,  if  it  was  him  that  left,  and  got  out^*^ 
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life-boat  I  had  a  talk  with  Captain  Yanderbilt,  and  I  may  have  said  that 
when  I  first  saw  the  fire,  two  or  three  buckets  of  water  would  have  put  it 
out.  I  should  not  like,  perhaps,  to  say  so  little;  but  lido  think  that  it 
might  have  been  s:ot  under  with  but  a  little  trouble.  I  should  say  that  the 
quarter  boats  could  not  have  been  lowered  under  the  direction  of  the  officer 
of  the  deck. 

Jiiror.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  deck  respecting  the 
lowering  of  the  boats? 

Witness.  I  did  not  see  them  do  anything,  but  I  know  the  engine  shonld 
have  been  stopped  before  the  boats  were  lowered  away.  Had  the  engine 
been  stopped,  and  the  buckets  used,  I  think  the  fire  could  have  been  got 
out 

Juror,  As  the  commanding  officer  of  a  vessel,  should  not  yon  have 
deemed  it  your  duty  to  save  the  boats? 

Witness.  Why,  a  man  cannot  be  here  and  there,  and  everywhere,  at  soch 
a  time.    Perhaps  his  first  duty  was  to  have  put  out  the  fire. 

Juror.  Do  you  think  that,  if  Captain  Chiids  had  acted  as  a  prudent  offi- 
cer, he  could  not  have  kept  the  boats  at  the  davits  ? 

Witness.  I  think  it  would  have  'been  very  difficult  to  have  controlled  the 
passengers.  The  quarter-deck  boats  might  have  carried  fifteen  penoDS 
each. 


Testimony  of  John  Clark. 

John  Clark  examined. — I  was  a  machinist,  but  I  am  now  an  inspector  of 
steamboats,  under  the  act  of  Congress ;  I  reside  at  83  Essex  street ;  I  was 
acquainted  with  the  steamboat  Lexington,  and  inspected  her  the  Isi  of  Oc- 
tober last ;  she  was  all  correct,  and  we  js^ave  a  certificate.  The  whole  top 
of  the  boiler  was  removed  down  to  the  flue  last  fall.  The  bottom  was  also 
repaired ;  I  do  not  believe  the  steering  department  of  the  boat  belongs  to 
our  duty  ;  we  do  not  examine  the  steering  gear ;  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that,  only  the  engine  and  boiler  ;  1  did  examine  the  steering  appara- 
tus— it  was  two  rods  under  the  promenade  deck,  with  hide  ropes  round  the 
wheel.  These  ropes  were  within  ten  feet  fore  and  aft  of  the  stem  post  and 
the  tiller  wheel.  [Here  the  coroner  read  the  law  to  the  witness,  but  the 
latter  persisted  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  steering  apparatus.] 

By  the  jury. — I  only  consider  myself  bound  to  inspect  the  hull,Doiler, 
and  machinery  ;  I  go  first  on  deck,  then  below,  and  look  about,  when  I  il^ 
spect  a  vessel — nothing  more  than  look  at  the  wood  and  iron. 

Coroner. — Have  you  ever  condemned  a  boat  ? 

Witness. — We  never  condemned  any  boat.  We  have  restricted  them  to 
a  certain  amount  of  steam. 

Juror. — Well,  when  you  inspect  a  boat  you  look  at  the  wood,  and  do 
nothing  else  ? 

Witness. — Yes,  we  take  our  fees. 

Coroner. — What  boats  have  you  ever  restricted  to  a  certain  amoant  of 
steam  ? 

Witness. — ^Why,  some  of  the  ferry-boats  on  the  North  river.  A  year 
ago  last  fall,  we  restricted  the  Rhode  Island,  because  the  t)oiler  was  rather 
'weak.     We  have  also  restricted  the  William  Young,  and  the  Superior. 
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Jvamr. — ^Was  the  restriction  complied  with  ? 

WUntss. — I  suppose  so. 

Ouvner. — Did  you  ever  restrict  the  Nimrod  ? 

Witness. — ^Yes ;  because  she  wanted  a  new  boiler. 

Juror. — Was  any  restriction  ever  put  on  the  Lexington  ? 

Witness. — No,  sir. 

Juror. — ^How  do  you  examine  the  hull  of  a  vessel  ? 

Witness. — Why,  I  examine  it. 

Juror. — How  ? 

Witness. — With  my  eyes. 

Juror. — Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  see  every  vessel  that  is  hauled  out 
of  die  water? 
Witness. — ^Yes. 

Juror. — Well,  we  want  to  know  your  mode  of  proceeding. 

Witness. — Well,  1  go  and  inquire  the  boat's  age. — How  much  do  you 
SQppose  I  am  to  do  for  live  dollars  ? 

Jiiror. — No  matter,  sir,  about  the  fee  ;  we  want  to  know  your  mode  of 
proceeding. 

Witness. — Why,  I  examine  the  hull,  and  I  look  at  the  engine ;  I  have 
worked  at  and  made  almost  every  kind  of  engine  for  the  last  thirty  years. 

Juror. — Mr.  Coroner,  am  I  in  order  in  asking  this  question:  how  he 
found  the  hull  of  the  steamer  William  Young? 

Coroner. — Yes,  sir. 

mtness. — Well  I  think  he  is  not,  sir. 

Juror. — Oh,  I  have  several  other  boats  to  question  him  on,  sir. 
Witness. — Well,  sir,  this  juror  may  be  a  steamboat  owner,  and  may  wish 
to  get  up  a  prejudice  against  a  particular  boat. 

Coroner. — About  the  William  Young,  sir  ? 

Witness. — Why  we  gave  her  a  certificate  that  she  was  of  such  an  age, 
lodwas  suitable  to  run  the  river  with  a  certain  amount  of  steam.  The 
boOer  was  an  old  one.     We  gave  her  a  certificate  last  October. 

Juror. — Have  you  examined  the  Providence,  of  Newburg  ? 

Witness. — Not  this  year. 

Juror. — Why,  then,  do  you  allow  her  to  run? 

Witness. — Why,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  apply,  or  run  the  risk  of 
beinc:  informed  against. 

[Here,  the  coroner  stated  he  had  some  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  x  - 
amining  the  witness  as  to  particular  steamboats,  except  as  they  referred  to 
the  case  of  the  Lexington.] 

Juror, — In  due  deference  to  your  better  judgment,  sir,  I  think  he  is 
bound  to  say  how  he  proceeds  in  the  examining  of  steamboats.  It  is  the 
qxnion  of  the  jury,  that  the  inspectors  have  passed  steamboats  as  safe,  and 
pven  them  certificates  when  they  were  not  worthy  of  it.  If  we  are  travel- 
ing out  of  the  road,  why,  wc  submit  to  your  correction. 

Coroner. — I  do  not  think  this  man  is  on  his  trial ;  and  all  that  we  have 
to  do,  is  to  inquire  about  ihe  Lexington. 

Juror. — Why,  sir,  suppose  it  could  be  proved  that  he  has  examined  and 
passed  boats  unworthy  of  it,  would  it  not  be  a  fair  presumption  that  he  may 
have  done  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  Lexington  ? 

[The  answer  of  the  coroner  escaped  the  reporter.] 

Question. — Are  you  interested  in  the  L<exington  ? 
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An-sv>er. — I  have  not  a  cent  invested  in  any  steamboat  whatever.  I  think 
the  Lexington  wns  not  so  well  calculated  to  carry  frei^fht  as  passeofers, 
although  sh^  was  strong  enough  to  carry  any  thing.  We  gave  the  >Vil- 
liam  Young:  a  different  certificate  to  that  given  to  the  Lexington. 

Juror, — Do  you  think  you  have  a  right  to  give  such  a  ceilificate  1 

Coroner. — I  don't  think  he  is  bound  to  answer. 

Witness. — Why,  if  you  pump  me  in  that  way,  you  will  get  out  tlie  se- 
crets of  every  body's  boat. 

Juror. — How  many  bales  of  cotton  could  the  liCxington  carry? 

Witness. — I  did  not  think  she  could  carry  one  with  safety ;  as  it  regards 
safety  from  fire  I  mean. 

*  Testimony  of  Richard  M.  Hoe,  ojie  of  the  jurors. 

I  live  at  309  East  Broadway  ;  am  of  the  firm  of  R.  Hoe  6c  Co.,  machine- 
makers,  &c. ;  I  never  was  on  board  the  Lexington  ;  but  have  been  in  most 
of  the  other  boats  on  the  sound,  and  taken  notice  of  their  machinery;  I 
have  also  visited  Europe,  and  seen  their  machinery  in  operation  there. 
The  working  parts  of  ours  compare  very  well ;  they  are  as  well  adapted, 
though  not  possessing  quite  so  much  weight  of  metal,  or  so  much  finish, 
but  it  is  better  proportioned  to  do  its  duty ;  "the  reason  for  that  is,  that  here, 
we  are  obliged  to  make  a  little  iron  go  a  great  ways.  Our  engineers  will 
take  the  same  weight  of  metal,  and  make  a  stronger  engine  ;  with  regard 
to  a  protection  against  fire,  there  arc  more  precautions  taken  in  the  very 
poorest  of  the  boats  I  saw  in  Europe,  tlian  there  are  in  the  very  best  boats  [ 
ever  saw  in  the  United  States.  The  bituminous  coal  is  generally  used. 
They  generally  have  but  one  steering-place,  which  is  aft :  they  have  a  til- 
ler rigged  like  a  packet-ship,  and  keep  a  look  out  forward  ;  I  believe  that  if 
a  proper  chain  were  used,  it  would  answer  as  well,  or  better,  than  rope, es- 
pecially if  made  of  the  best  metal ;  I  think  it  would  act  with  more  certain- 
ty.  and  with  more  convenience.  I  think  in  going  through  Uellgate,  a 
chain  might  be  rigged  so  as  to  work  as  well  as  rope ;  I  made  up  this  opinion 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  mechanical  operation  of  chains  ;  frost  affects 
iron,  and  might  destroy  a  chain  here  quicker  than  in  England,  but  it  would 
not  have  a  greater  effect  on  a  chain  than  it  would  on  an  iron-rod.  1  have 
always  thought  that  our  steamers  were  badly  protected  against  fire ;  the 
European  steamers  have  cast  iron  plates  for  the  floors,  and  the  rooncis  are 
lined  with  metal  throughout ;  in  many  of  them,  the  fireroom  is  a  complete 
box  of  iron ;  1  have  also  seen  wire  tiller  ropes,  they  appear  to  answer  very 
well ;  it  is  a  recent  invention,  but  we  have  it  here ;  the  standing  riggiii{[of 
the  Liverpool  is  made  of  that  material ;  I  have  heard  that  the  Korlh  nvcr 
boats  have  wire  tiller-ropes.  I  was  on  board  of  a  steamer  in  Europe  that 
caught  fire  in  the  forward  cabin ;  they  had  a  force  pump  or  two  on  board, 
but  no  fire  engine  ;  it  was  a  smothered  fire  and  they  had  to  cut  away  the 
deck  before  they  could  get  to  it ;  when  that  was  done,  the  hose  was  carried 
to  the  spot,  having  a  cock  to  it,  by  which  means,  we  had  the  command  of 
the  water,  and  could  carry  it  "where  we  pleased,  without  caUing  to  the  men 
at  the  pump,  through  which  the  hose  was  supplied  ;  it  was.  perhaps,  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  before  the  fire  was  got  at,  but  the  captain  was  a  pretty 
resolute  fellow,  and  knocked  down  two  or  three  that  would  not  mind  bis 
orders ;  when  found,  it  was  inundated  in  a  minute ;  it  had  covered  a  space 
of  three  ieet  square  in  the  cabin  ceiling. 
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Presentment  of  coroner^ sjurt/. 

From  the  lestimony  adduced  before  the  court  of  inquiry,  by  the  coroner's 
iqaest,  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led  to  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
»unboat  Lexington,  the  inquest  are  of  opinion  that  the  fire  was  commu- 
ieated  to  the  promenade  deck  by  the  intense  heat  of  the  smoke-pipe,  or  some 
parks  from  the  space  between  the  smoke-pipe  and  steam-chamber ;  as  the 
ire  was  first  seen  near  the  casing  of  the  steam-chimney  above  the  promenade 
leek.  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  Lexington  was  a  first-rate  boat, 
inth  an  excellent  steam-engine,  and  a  boiler  suitable  for  burning  wood,  but 
Qot  coal,  with  the  blowers  attached.  Furthermore,  it  is  our  opinion,  that 
had  the  buckets  been  manned  at  the  commencement  of  the  fire,  it  would 
hare  been  immediately  extinguished.  Also,  inasmuch  as  the  engine  could 
oot  be  stopped  from  tlie  rapid  progress  of  the  fire,  with  presence  of  mind  of 
the  officer,  and  a  strict  discipline  of  the  crew,  the  boats  could  have  been 
hoDched,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  passengers  and  crew,  if  not  the  whole, 
tiAt  have  been  saved. 

ft  is  tlie  opinion  of  this  jnry  that  the  present  inspectors  of  steamboats, 
either  from  ignorance  or  neglect,  have  suffered  the  steamboat  Lexington  to 
Davigate  the  sound  at  tlie  imminent  risk  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  pa$- 
^Qgers,  giving  a  certificate  stating  a  full  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the 
Laiied  States,  while,  in  onr  opinion,  such  was  not  the  case.  That  the  sys- 
em,  as  adopted  on  board  the  Lexington,  of  using  blowers  on  board  of  boats, 
s dangerous,  which  has  been  proved  to  this  jury  by  competent  witnesses; 
mdtli^t  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  steamboat  Lexington  on  the  night 
>f  the  13th  of  January,  while  said  steamboat  was  on  fire,  deserves  the 
severest  censure  of  this  community.  From  the  facts  proved  before  this 
ury,  that  the  captain  and  pilot,  in  the  greatest  hour  of  danger,  left  the  steam- 
(Oal  to  her  own  guidance,  and  sought  their  own  safety,  regardless  of  the 
iiteof  the  passengers,  instead  of  the  captain  or  pilot  retreating  to  the  tiller, 
Ji,  when  driven  from  the  wheel-house,  forward,  and  the  ropes  there  being 
Himt  off,  there  being  at  that  time  a  communication  to  the  said  tiller,  there 
ippeared  to  be  no  other  thought  but  self-preservation.  And  it  further  ap- 
pears to  this  jury,  that  the  odious  practice  of  carrying  cotton  in  any  quan- 
ities  on  board  of  passenger-boats,  in  a  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  liable 
0  take  fire  from  sparks  or  heat  from  any  smoke-pipe  or  other  means,  de- 
lves the  public  censure. 

ISigned  by — James  Goadby,  Thomas  E.  Burlaw,  S.  II.  Herriott,  Tennis 
^oUes^  James  Green,  P.  M.  P.  Durando,  jr.,  Edmund  R.  McVeagh,  A.  S. 
^^haoe,  Abraham  Crevelin,  Robert  Buttle,  Richard  M.  Hoe,  Henry  V.  Davis.] 

We.  composing  part  of  the  jury  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  the  Lexington, 
^Ily  exonerate  and  exculpate  Captain  Stephen  Manchester  from  any  blame 
>r  ceoaare  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  fire  on  board. 

[Signed — Benjamin  Vincent,  foreman  ;  Joseph  E.  Mount.] 
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Accident  on  board  the  Narraganset. 

This  occurred  in  August  last,  in  Long  Island  sound.  Several  persons 
^*re  scalded,  more  or  less ;  none  fatally.  The  following  is  a  certificate  of 
^ptain  Banker,  a  steamboat  inspector,  at  New  York : 
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"  On  examination  of  the  machinery  of  the  Narraganset  this  momiDg,  I 
found,  from  the  account  I  received  from  the  engineer  of  the  boat  ^a  very 
competent  person),  that  the  injective  pipe,  for  the  introduction  of  cold  water 
into  the  condenser,  had  been  obstructed,  from  an  accumulation  of  seaweed 
or  some  similar  cause  (a  common  occurrence  in  the  navigation  of  the 
sound) ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  condenser  ceasing  to  condense,  be- 
came violently  heated ;  upon  discharging  which,  the  engineer  then  very 
properly  opened  the  additional  injective  pipe  to  restore  the  usual  action  of 
the  engine.  In  all  probability,  during  this  interval,  two  full  discharges  of 
steam  had  passed  from  the  cylinder' into  the  condenser;  and  when  (he 
second  injective  pipe  was  opened,  the  draught  created  thereby  into  the  cotk 
denser,  caused  an  immediate  rush  of  the  water,  thus  exeessively  heatet^ 
into  the  reservoir,  in  such  volume  as  to  produce  its  immediate  overflov, 
with  a  force  to  precipitate  it  through  the  door,  and  to  scald  the  unfortunMe 
passengers  who  were  in  its  vicinity. 

<<  In  this  unpleasant  occurrence,  I  can  attribute  no  defect  to  the  machi- 
nery of  the  Narragansett,  and  no  want  of  skill  or  good  conduct  to  the  engi- 
neer. He  pursued  the  same  conrse  which  my  own  experience  would  hnve 
prompted  me  to  do  in  like  circumstances.  I  should  have  never  apprehend- 
ed injury  from  such  a  cause,  having  often  known  a  like  occurrence  withorrt 
any  serious  consequence  or  even  cause  of  alarm. 

«  ELIHU  J.  BUNKER. 

"New  York,  Atigust  14, 1839." 
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Francis's  life-boats. 

Communication  from  Mr.  Joseph  Francis,  of  New  York. 

These  boats  are  of  the  improvement  of  Joseph  Francis,  of  New  York. 
An  enlarged  description  is  not  here  necessary,  as  the  principle  of  their  con- 
struction is  very  generally  known  throughout  the  Union.  It  may  be  wdl^ 
however,  to  say,  that  the  difference  between  these  and  all  other  former  Kt 
boats  is,  that  in  Francis's  boats  the  sustaining  power  is  placed  inthe6o</o» 
of  the  boats,  in  order  to  keep  the  frame  high  out  of  the  water,  in  case  a 
hole  should  be  stove  in  the  boat  by  a  rock,  shot,  or  other  cause.  ThcmodA 
or  form  of  the  boat's  bottom  differs  from  all  others  ever  before  constnicted^ 
the  bilges  being  much  lower  than  the  kelson  (sec  sketch). 

In  tne  bilges  of  the  boat  are  placed  copper  cylinders  or  chambers,  mi* 
tight,  the  whole  covered  with  a  strong  flooring,  which  leaves  as  mach  in- 
side room  as  in  boats  of  ordinary  construction.  They  are  as  light  and  90 
easy  to  manage  as  boats  in  common  use — are  fast  sailers,  and  cannot  poi- 
sibly  be  swamped,  under  any  circumstances,  by  any  number  of  peraoD' 
who  may  crowd  into  them,  or  hang  around  by  the  life-ropes.  - 

To  prevent  a  lifeboat  being  lost  or  cut  loose  when  half  loaded  wm  ^ 
passengers,  a  strong  chain  should  be  attached  to  the  bows  by  one  end,  aW  ^ 
the  other  secured  to  the  stern  of  the  vessel  so  that  those  who  get  ititoAt  ^ 
boat  first  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  cut  loose  until  she  is  loadei    ^ 
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f  tn  quarter-boat,  25  feet  long,  will  carry,  in  a  smooth  sea,  35 
I  life-boat,  of  same  length,  75  persons — cost  of  the  former,  0126; 
3  latter,  $250. 
icis  lifeboat,  suitable  for  lakes  or  seas,  25  feet  long,  6  feet  beam,. 

in  depth,  will  carry  inside  75  persons,  and  will  sustain  as  many 
ide  as  can  hold  on  to  the  life-ropes  attached  to  the  gunwale.  The 
uch  a  boat  is  $225.  They  are  strong,  substantial,  and  fit  for  the 
jaes  of  steamvessels,  and  of  a  safe  model  for  storms  and  heavy 
ats  of  less  dimensions  are  afforded  at  proportionally  less  prices. 
tlom  life-boats,  which  will  answer  for  rivers  and  other  smooth 
here  sea-boats  are  not  necessary,  can  be  made  to  carry  400  persons^ 
>f  $230 ;  smaller  boats  in  proportion. 

Ai  life-bciats  have  been  placed,  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
,  on  board  of  all  the  revenue  cutters  on  the  Atlantic  coast ;  they 
^eral  vessels  of  the  United  States  navy,  for  which  others  are  now 

in  the  vessels  under  control  of  the  War  Department ;  en  board 
our  packet-ships,  merchant  vessels,  and  steamboats,  and  in  the 
ivy.  Those  on  board  the  revenue-cutters  have  proved  highly 
the  preservation  of  lives  during  the  past  year,  as  appears  from 
ts  signed  by  several  commanders. 

),  the  gold  medal  of  the  American  Institute  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
3r  his  improvement  in  lifeboats;  and  the  following  report  was 
he  institute  upon  the  subject : 

lersigned  committee^  appointed  by  the  American  Institute  for 
the  utility  of  Mr,  Joseph  Francises  lifeboat^  by  an  experiment 
n  the  Hudson  river  on  the  14/A  September^  beg  leave  respectfully 
ri: 

hey  proceeded,  according  to  appointment,  to  Stryker's  bay,  on  the 
the  Hudson,  where  they  were  met  by  Mr.  Francis,  who  there 
for  their  inspection  three  boats,  viz :  The  first  was  an  ordinary  or 
ship's  long  boat,  which  was  manned  by  three  sailors,  who,  in  a  few 
,  found  themselves  in  a  sinking  condition;  and  finally  the  boat 
y  and  they  were  compelled  to  seek  safety  in  one  of  Francis's  small 
hard  by,  measuring  only  8  feet  long  and  3  feet  beam — computed 
0  pounds,  which  will  sustain  twenty-one  persons  in  the  water,  if 
can  hold  on  to  her.  While  the  three  men  were  in  this  small  life- 
committee  directed  them  to  swamp  her,  if  possible ;  every  effort 
e  to  do  so,  without  effect.  The  men  were  then  transferred,  to- 
ith  one  other  man,  making  four  persons,  to  Francis's  large  life-boat, 
rder,  for  a  United  States  revenue-cutier,  measuring  20  feet  long, 
im,  with  stationary  trip  cylinders ;  her  power  is  computed  to  sus- 
0  pounds  iron,  or  dead  weight,  and  230  persons.  Many  experi- 
rre  tried  at  the  suggestion  of  the  committee.  After  placing  the 
L  suitable  position,  regarding  depth  of  water,  &c.,  Ac,  an  attempt 
e  to  upset  her  by  her  crew  of  four  persons,  in  which  they  failed, 
r  effort  was  directed  to  be  made  to  upset  her,  which  was  success- 
immediately  on  relinquishing  their  hold,  she  righted  with  a 
ff  motion  that  proved,  beyond  a  doubt,  its  great  buoyant  principles, 
rperiroents  were  Several  times  repeated;  and  your  committee  have 
iu:tion  to  say,  that  their  hopes  and  expectations,  with  regard  to 
X  improvement  for  the  preservation  of  human  Ufe,  were  fully 
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If  this  boat  ship  a  sea,  or  otherwise  fill,  tliere  are  six  openings  in  the 
t)OtKoni  to  let  the  water  out,  viz :  Four  scuttles,  13  inclies  by  6,  and  two 
brass  screw  boxes,  opening^  two  four-inch  holes,  which  it  is  said  will  relie?e 
her  in  two  minutes.  While  the  men  arc  inside,  and  the  apertures  are  open, 
allowing  a  full  flow  of  water  in  and  out  of  the  boat,  the  oarsmen  propel  the 
boat  with  the  same  velocity  as  though  she  was  tight. 

Francis's  life-boat  was  invented  in  1  SI 6,  and  an  improvrmcnt  made  by 
him  in  1837,  which  improvement  your  conunittee  perceive  consists  in  add- 
ing to  the  number  of  sections  of  copper  cylinders,  charged,  as  they  are. 
with  hydrogen  gas  and  atmospheric  air,  ton;ciher  with  the  construction  of 
the  cylinders  adapted  to  the  form  of  the  bout ;  this,  your  committee  look 
upon  as  a  decided  improvement,  particularly  for  naval  purposes^  as,  if  by  a 
shot,  one  or  two  sections  on  both  sides  of  the  boat  are  perforated,  sufficient 
buoyancy  will  be  led  to  sustain  all  that  may  be  required  ior  boarding,  or 
any  exigency,  as  there  are  eight  sections  on  cither  side  of  the  boat. 

The  first  life-boat,  of  which  your  committee  have  any  knowledge,  was 
constructed  by  Mr.  Greatliead,  in  England,  in  1790.  She  was  30  feet  long, 
10  feet  beam,  3  feet  4  inches  deep;  her  sides  were  cased  with  cork,  4  inches 
thick,  16  inches  deep,  and  21  feet  in  length.  She  had  six  thwarts ;  under 
each  was  cork,  making  in  nil  700  pounds  of  cork.  The  whole  buoyant  power 
of  Greathead's  boat  was  around  the  top,  which,  when  upset,  prevented  her 
righting.  Another  objection  to  her  was,  that  so  soon  as  the  cork  became 
saturated  with  water,  it  lost  all  ils  buoyant  quality;  and,  when  thus  satura* 
ted,  was  subject  to  rapid  decay.  Your  comniittec  consider  Francis's  life-boat 
has  a  decided  advantairc,  in  every  point  of  view,  over  Grealhead's,  or  any 
other  within  the  knowledge  of  your  committee. 

Another  improvement  in  Francis's  lifci  bojit  was  introduced  after  the  lo« 
of  the  steamboat  Iloino,  in  1836,  whicli  v.^as,  to  run  his  copper  cylinder, 
charged  with  hydrogen  gas,  through  the  inner  surface  of  his  boat  to  the 
gunwale.  Previous  to  this  time,  his  principal  buoyant  power  was  near 
the  gunwale,  which  prevented  her  turnin<{  back  when  upset. 

It  would  have  been  very  desirable  to  your  committee  to  have  seen  and 
experimented  upon  Francis's  life  boat  in  a  boisterous  surge ;  but  as  the  day 
designated  for  the  committee  to  attend  the  exhibition  was  calm,  and  the 
water  tranquil,  we  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  testimonials  of  some  of  out 
experienced  naval  officers  and  packet  masters,  well  known  to  your  commit- 
tee, and  upon  whose  statements  the  most  implicit  confidence  may  be  placed. 

I'Vom  Captain  Gtdncy^  of  United  States  brig  Washington, 

"In  the  spring  of  183S,  I  was  directed,  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  have  a  life-boat  built  on  your  plan,  and  by  you,  and  to 
test  her  capacity  as  a  sea  and  surf  boat.  I  did  so  the  lol lowing  summff. 
to  my  entire  satisfaction,  aud  pronounce  lier  to  be  well  adapted  to  live  in 
any  sea  or  surf.  When  going  through  the  surf,  a  grapnel  should  be  let  p 
just  outside  the  breakers,  that  the  boat  may  tail  in  stern  foremost ;  in  this 
manner,  you  may  land  in  the  heaviest  surf. 

"In  landing  once  on  the  outside  of  Long  Island,  in  a  very  heavy  «nt 
without  the  above  precaution,  she  was  run  on  the  beach  where  there  m 
no  shelving,  but  right  up  and  down ;  and,  after  reaching  the  shore,  ah0 
was  overturned  (with  ten  persons  in  her);  her  two  upper  planks  on  thi   - 
starboard  side  were  stove,  and  both  planks  next  the  keel  were  ripped  neariT  ' 
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Nerertheless,  in  this  condition,  she  was  pulled  through  the  enrf  to 
brig  (the  Washington),  then  about  two  miles  distant." 

"  Yours,  &c., 

«  THOMAS  R.  GEDNEY, 

^'United  States  JSavy:' 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Bntertaiaing  a  favorable  opinion  of  Francis's  life  boats,  and  believing- 
nnto  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
ioamof  thcxrevenue-cuttcr  establishment,  I  have  concluded  to  authorize 
e  for  each  of  tlie  cutters  embraced  in  the  enclosed  list.  [Here  follow  the 
met  of  all  the  cutters  from  Eastport  to  Savannah.] 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

|rid  0f  a  fourteen-oared  life  launch,  built  for  the  packet  ship   "  Lm 
Duchess  d? Orleans" 

The  undersigned  gives  notice  that  the  following  experiment  was  made 
ilh  a  newly  invented  hfelaunch,  built  for  him  by  Mr.  Francis:  The 
Dehor  of  the  packet-ship  Charlemagne  was  let  go  from  the  bow,  and  sunk 
ito  a  muddy  bottom,  when  the  buoy-rope  was  taken  to  the  boat,  and  it 
m  hoiiBted  up  under  her  bottom  with  much  ease ;  the  stock  was  then 
aken  mp^  which  brought  the  anchor  close  up  to  the  bottom  of  the  launch  ; 
(be  WIS  then  floated  round  with  much  facility,  and  was  found  to  draw  only 
wo  and  three-quarters  inches  more  with  the  anchor  attached.  The  anchor 
njghs  seventeen  hundred  pounds,  which,  together  with  the  chain,  cannot 
«  estimated  at  less  than  twenty  hundred  pounds,  besides  the  men. 

The  undersigned  is  of  the  opinion  (as  far  as  his  experience  goes)  that 
heie  is  a  decided  advantage  in  the  new  method  over  the  old,  in  carrying 
ittand  weighing  an  anchor,  independent  of  the  safety  to  passengers  and 
nm  in  cases  of  emergency ;  in  fact,  it  is  well  known  to  seamen,  the 
fBoend  insufficiency  of  tiic  common  longboat  for  that  service,  or  any 
Nher. 

The  life-longboat  is  carried  between  the  main  and  mizen  masts,  on  a 
iliae  similar  to  the  way  the  whale-ships  carry  their  spare-boats,  and  is 
Ivays  ready  for  service. 

1^  dimensions  of  the  life  boat  are  32  feet  in  length,  7^  feet  in  breadth, 
nd  3|  in  depth.  Mr.  Francis  estimates  that  her  copper  cylinders  contain 
l,3tt5  square  inches  of  air,  which  will  sustain  5,050  pounds;  that  she 
fill  iopport  300  persons,  and  will  carry  inside  200,  witli  a  hole  stave  in 
frkm^m. 

HENRY  ROBINSON. 

In  a  former  pari  of  this  report,  your  committee  were  compelled  to  state 
le  dead  weight  Francis's  life-boat  was  calculated  to  sustain  from  computa- 
ML  They  now  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  from  a  subsequent  experi- 
enl,  and  ocular  demonstration,  that  the  boats  fully  sustained  the  wei|;ht 
ere  pat  down,  to  wit :  The  largest  boat,  built  to  order  for  a  United  States 
fienae-eatteri  measuring  20  feet  long,  and  4  wide,  with  stationary  trip 
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cylinders,  will  sustain  3,500  pounds  dead  weight,  or  230  persons,  in  and 
around  her ;  and  the  small  boat,  before  alluded  to,  320  pounds. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  recommend,  for  they  consider  the  cause 
of  humanity  demands,  that  every  packet,  whose  business  it  is  to  transport 
passengers,  whether  propelled  by  sieam  or  canvass,  should  be  provided 
with  one  or  more  of  Francis's  life  boats,  the  more  certainly  and  effectuallf 
to  preserve  human  life,  in  case  of  shipwreck  or  other  accident. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  COWDIN,  Chairman,  Merchant. 
ISAAC  WEBB,  Ship  Builder 

(firm  of  Webb  &  AUeo). 
F.  W.  MOORES,  UnUed  States  Navy. 
JAMES  HOSKEN,  R.  N., 

Com.  Steamship  Great  Western, 
H.  L.  SANDS,  Formerly  of  U.  S.  Army. 
JAMES  ROGERS, 

Past  Com.  Liverpool  PaekeU. 
C.  WOODRUFF,  President  of  the 

Board  of  Improvements^  Lmiistantu      * 
JOSEPH  CURTIS,  Machinist. 
T.  B.  WAKEMAN,  Corresponding  Searetmf,  i 
American  InstikUe,      i 

The  above  report  having  been  read  and  discussed,  was  unan; 
adopted  by  the  Managers  of  the  American  Institute,  October  16, 1839« 

Transverse  seclion,  showing  on  one  side  of  the  kelson  the  bend  and 
bilge  of  a  common  boat ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  of  Francis's  impiofBl 
lifeboat. 


A.  C.  Bend  and  bil^  of  common  boat. 

B.  D.  C.  Bend  andmlge  of  life-boat. 

E.  Space  occupied  by  air  or  gas  in  sections  or  chambeil. 

D.  Oak  bil^  piece. 

m.  Water  Ime  of  common  boat. 

n.  Water  line  of  life-boat. 

H.  Kelson. 


tank  a  water  pipe  is  aitaciiea,  wuicn  communicates  wiiti  ine  interior 
x>iler,  at  a  point  near  the  lowest  part  of  the  water  reservoir.  This 
Dication  is  kept  constantly  open.  At  the  hij^hest  point  of  the  tank, 
ply-pipe,  from  the  pump,  is  attached ;  and  all  of  the  water  which  is 
1  to  the  boiler,  from  the  pump,  is  caused  to  pass  through  the  tank 
ias  been  named ;  and,  by  this  means,  the  temperature  of  the  tank, 
chinoney  of  the  boiler  to  a  point  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  tank, 
is  above  the  highest  deck  of  the  boat,  are  kept,  always,  during  the 
B  engine  is  working,  or  the  boat  is  runuing,  nearly  as  low  as  that  of 
er,  which  is  supplied  to  the  boiler,  at  the  point  of  its  passing  through 
mber  of  the  pump.  That  the  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  tank 
fs  a  little  greater  than  that  of  the  same  water  nt  the  point  of  its 
through  the  pump  is  obvious,  from  the  fact,  that  the  interior  sur-  |{ 

the  tank  is  a  fire  surface,  and  of  an  extent  amounting,  perhaps,  to 
r  seventy  superficial  feet :  but  this  Jire  surface  cannot,  while  the 
is  working,  or  the  pump  is  doing  its  duty,  impart  to  the  water  in 
lib  a  temperature  so  high  as  that  of  the  water  in  the  boiler ;  for,  if 
iperature  of  the  water  in  the  tank  be  supposed  to  be  as  great  as  that 
water  in  the  boiler,  then  the  Jire  surface  of  the  tank  must  be  sufii- 
I  supply  the  full  amount  of  steam  required  for  the  engine,  and  no 
Ere  surface  would  be  needed.  This,  we  know,  is  not  the  case.  Then, 
le  water  in  the  tank  is  always  at  a  lower  heat  than  that  of  the  water 
trailer,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  boiler  never  ex- 
boni  four  hundred  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  scale,  we  know  that  the 
lid  the  chimney  to  the  height  that  the  tank  extends,  can  never  have 
erature  during  the  time  the  engine  and  pump  are  working,  greater 
ar  hundred  degrees,  which  is  far  below  the  heat  required  to  set 
)n  fire,  or  any  similar  fibrous  substance.  The  adoption,  therefore,  of 
A  for  constructing  the  chimneys  of  steam-boilers,  which  is  in  opera- 
the  ^  Philadelphia  tow-boats,'  would  effectually  prevent  the  destruc- 
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Totn  what  cause,  or  in  what  manner  the  fire  originated, 

..L-  ciiituney  of  a  steam-boiler,  constructed  in  the  manner 

».  L:x:ni:ton,  Wm.  Gibbons,  Pulaski,  and  New  Eno^land,  and 

^    ..^.v  HI  use  in  steamboats  near  our  seaboard,  to  become 

.  vriiperature,  and  to  a  lieight  extending  al)*)ve  the  highest 

-live:?  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  cause  which  occasioned 

.  s\ne  of  the  boats  in  question.     But  there  is  another  branch 

^  «...  :  J-:  wi.ich  it  is  my  desire  to  examine. 

.  itc:  oi  tlie  Jire  surface  ot  the  steam-chimney  in  surcharging 

^ rot  only  liiat  portion  of  it  which  is  contained  in   the  steam' 

^   . ...    .\:r.  likewise  tiiat  which  occupies  the  chamber  of  the  boiler, 

.v..  .;   to.'ive  ilie  attention  of  every  one  who  undertakes  to  investigate, 

•0  causes  of  steam-boiler  explosions. 

W  :  hAve  seen  that  the  fire  surface  of  the  steam- chifnney  in  either  of 

.:o  ,\N.t'rs  of  the  late  steamboat,  jNew  England,  was  equal  to  about  sixty- 

<.tfii  ixi\K.\  a  half  square  feet;  and  the  boiler  of  the  Lexington  being  con- 

xUf  ru'-.y  larger  than  one  of  those  of  the  New  England,  it  may  be  assumed 

.:iaL  [he  fire  surface  of  the  steam-chimney  of  the  Lexington  was  equal  to 

jac  hundred  superficial  feet.     We  may  here  bear  it  in  mind,  that  it  lias 

?een  shown  that  the  smoke  or  other  matter,  which  passed  through  the 

<w*imchimney  of  the  Lexington,  was  at  a  temperature,  at   least,^  equal 

•a>  that  of  red-hot  iron.     This  fact  it  will  be  well  to  bear  constantly  in 

uand. 

••  To  illustrate  the  facility  with  which  highly  heated  iron  (or  other  metal) 
tm;Kirts  its  heat  to  steam  which  is  in  contact  with  it,  I  shall  quote  a  lev 
cases  in  which  the  roofs  of  steam  boilers  have  become  red  hoi^  during 
tkt  time  the  engines  were  working.  The  first  cases  I  shall  cite  are 
tn>ui  the  able  memoir  on  steam  boiler  explosions,  by  M.  Arago,  of  the  In- 
siiluteof  France;  and  are  translated  and  published  in  the  Fninklin  IniJli- 
lulc  Journal,  vol.  6,  new  scries,  page  58.     The  following  are  the  words: 

*•*  Mr.  Moyle,  in  visiiin^:  his  engines  in  Cornwall,  found  that  one  of  the 
boilers  had  become  so  hot  that  a  wooden  scale  [ladder]  resting  upon  tbe 
top  of  the  boiler  had  taken  lire.  A  similar  occurrence  took  place  on  iKwrd 
one  of  the  packets  between  Liverpool  and  Dublin  ;  a  pine  board,  accidentall)' 
llirown  upon  the  cover  [topj  of  the  boiler,  took  fire.' 

"The  first  of  these  cases  is  mentioned  by  our  countryman,  Mr.  Jacob 
Perkins,  in  his  paper  on  steam  boiler  explosions,  published  in  the  Franklin 
Institute  Journal,  new  scries,  1S30.  lie  received  the  account  verbally 
from  Mr.  Moyle. 

"  In  both  of  the  cases  which  have  been  mentioned,  the  boilers  were  of  tho 
low  pressure  kind.  All  of  the  heat,  therefore,  which  was  received  by  the 
tops  of  the  boilers,  was  conveyrd  by  the  steam  from  the  flues,  which  were 
uncovered  of  water,  and  exposed  to  the  direct  heating  eiTects  of  the  fire. 
No  other  means  exist,  in  case  of  a  low-pressure  boiler,  by  which  the  lop 
or  roof  can  receive  heat,  because  there  is  always  remaining  a  portion  of 
water  in  the  leys,  which  cuts  off  the  conducting  channel  from  the  flues  to 
the  metal  which  forms  the  sides  and  tops  of  the  boilers.  From  this,  we  are 
able  to  perceive  that  the  steam,  in  both  cases,  was  red  hot^  or  at  the  same 
temperature. 

"Another  case  is  recorded  which  took  place  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylraniat 
sereral  years  ago.    A  high-pressure  boiler  was  observed  to  be  at  a  rei 
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the  top,  on  four  successive  days,  and  on  the  lost  day  the  boiler  ex- 

Bssor  Renwick,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Steam-Engine,  states,  that 
near  of  the  late  steamboat  Etna,  which  was  blown  up  on  her  pas- 
m  Amboy  to  New  York,  in  1825,  had  confessed  that  one  of  the 
f  that  boat  had  been  observed  to  be  red  hot  on  the  top  for  half  an 
ore  the  explosion  occurred.  The  boilers  of  the  Etna  were  of  the 
Tssure  kind. 

Parker,  machine  manufacturer  of  this  city,  informed  me  about  eight 
►,  that  a  high  pressure  boiler  which  had  been  used  in  their  work- 
is  observed  to  be  at  a  red  heat  on  the  top  for  more  than  an  hour, 
le  engine  was  working,  and  then  an  explosion  look  place. 
Dunham,  of  New  York,  of  the  firm  of  Browning  <fc  Dunham, 
J  me,  about  a  year  ago,  tliat  one  (or  more)  of  the  high-pressure 
Lsed  in  their  establishment,  was  observed  by  him  to  be  at  a  red 
Lure  on  the  top  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  no  explosion 
The  fire  was  reduced  when  the  boiler  was  observed  to  be  at  the 
tare  named,  and  the  engine  was  not  stopped. 
186  difiering  from  any  other  I  have  heard  of,  was  mentioned  to  me  a 
itbsam  by  Mr.  Uartshorne,  of  Philadelphia,  which  occurred  under 
!•  The  boiler  was  of  the  high-pressure  kind.  The  pump  being 
rder,  the  water  became  too  low  in  the  boiler.  This  was  known. 
ine  was  still  continued  to  be  kept  at  work.  The  water  was  known 
ling  (or  believed  to  be  falling)  to  a  lower  and  lower  level.  After 
ne  nad  been  kept  at  work,  in  this  condition,  for  about  half  an  hour 
qnarters,  the  bottom  of  the  boiler,  at  a  point  over  the  fire,  gave 
Da  it  was  found  that  the  boiler  had  become  entirely  exhausted  of 
The  opening  in  the  boiler  was  examined,  after  the  machine  had 
itlf  cooled,  and  was  found  to  be  of  considerable  size  ;  almost  large 

10  receive  a  man's  body.  No  explosion  occurred.  "When  the  bot- 
e  way,  there  was  a  puff"  of  steam  upon  the  fire,  but  its  violence  did 
luce  any  material  damage.  I  do  not  remember  that  Mr.  Harts- 
ated  that  the  boiler  was  at  a  red  heal, 

11  the  case^  which  I  have  noticed,  the  enginos  were  working^  and 
ire  of  the  high  and  some  of  the  low-pressure  kind. 

>ae  or  more  of  the  cases  in  which  the  low  pressure  boiler  was  em* 
DO  explosion  occurred ;  and  the  same  in  the  cases  in  which  the 
ssure  boiler  was  used.  From  the  cases  which  have  been  cited, 
y  to  perceive  with  what  facility  highly  heated  iron  imparts  its  tem- 
\  to  steam  which  is  in  contact  with  it ;  and  we  can  safely  conclude 
fire  surface  of  a  steam  chimney,  which  usually  amounts  to,  at 
e  hundred  superficial  feet,  does  communicate  a  very  dangerous 
tare  to  the  steam  in  the  steam-cliimney,  and,  likewise,  to  all  con- 
a  the  cliamber  of  the  boiler  ;  and  suppose  the  heat  imparted  by  the 
kimney  to  the  steam  in  the  boiler  to  be  equal  to  five  hundred  or  one 
d  decrees  of  Fahrenheit's  scale,  the  top  portion  of  the  boiler,  that  is, 
i  of  the  boiler  as  is  above  the  water-line,  will  receive  the  same  tem- 
» ;  and  then,  if  the  water  in  the  boiler,  from  any  cause,  should  be 
>  upon  the  highly  heated  metal,  steam  of  a  very  dangerous  tension 
«  formed  ;  and  in  suchqiianiity  that  an  explosion  would  be  likely 
itely  to  take  place.  It  has  been  supposed  hy  some,  that  when  a 
of  the  water  in  a  steam  boilor  is  elevated  into  the  steam  when  it  is 
3 
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in  a  surcharged  state,  the  elasticity  of  the  steam  is  suddenly  increased, 
but  this  view^  is  not  entertained  by  tliose  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the 
subject  of  steam-boiler  explosions.  The  direct  experiment  made  on  this 
point  by  the  Franklin  Institute,  and  recorded  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  explosions  of  sleam-boilers,  1836,  gives  no  countenance  to  the  opin- 
ion that  the  tension  of  surcharged  steam  in  the  boiler  of  a  steam-engine, 
is  increased  by  elevating  a  portion  or  jet  of  the  water  into  it.  The  con- 
trary opinion  is  satisfactorily  established.  There  is  another  view  which  I 
desire  to  present,  to  show  the  dangerous  effects  of  steam-chimneys. 

"  Whei*  a  steamboat  is  lying  at  a  wharf  or  landing,  and  the  fire  is  raised  to 
make  steam  for  starting,  the  effect  of  the  Jire  surface  of  the  steamchim- 
ney  in  surcharging  the  steam  in  the  boiler,  and  heating  the  portion  of  the 
boiler  which  is  above  the  water-line,  is  much  greater  than  when  the  engine 
is  in  motion,  or  the  boat  is  running.  The  reason  is  obvious.  When  the 
boat  is  lying  at  a  landing  and  the  engine  is  still,  no  steam  escapes  through 
the  usual  channel  to  the  cylinder  of  the  engine  ;  and  the  whole  voluoieof 
steam  that  is  contained  in  the  boiler  is  quiescent,  and  the  heat  from  the  jSre 
surjace  of  the  steam-chimney  is  distributed  with  greater  facility  to  the  re- 
mote parts  of  the  steam-chamber  and  the  portion  of  the  boiler  above  the 
water-line;  and  no  heat  escapes  to  subtract  from  the  amount  which  the 
steam  chimney  imparts  ;  and  the  teaiperature  of  the  portion  of  the  boiler 
above  the  waier-line  is  liable,  in  this  case,  to  become  intensely  great.  HiD 
this  condition  of  the  boiler,  the  engine  is  put  into  motion,  or  the  boat  is 
started,  the  water  in  the  boiler  being  elevated  against  the  highly  heated 
metal  by  the  motion  of  starting,  steam  will  be  formed  of  so  high  a  de^ 
of  elasticity  as  to  render  an  explosion  likely  to  take  place.  And,  granting 
that  the  boat  does  not  leave  the  wharf,  but  merely,  that  the  engine  is  pot 
into  motion,  the  foaming  of  the  water,  which  it  is  known  takes  place  at 
every  stroke  of  a  steam  engine,  will  cause  steam  to  be  formed  on  the  highly 
heated  portion  of  the  boiler  in  such  quantity,  end  having  so  high  a  tension 
as  to  endanger  the  lives  of  those  who  happen  to  be  near  tlie  engine.  It  if 
true  that,  in  many  of  the  instances  which  fall  under  the  example  which 
has  been  stated,  an  explosion  of  the  boiler  does  not  take  place ;  but,  sdll, 
tlie  steam  is  surcharged  to  a  dangerous  temperature,  and  the  portion  of  the 
boiler  which  is  above  the  water-line  is  heated  to  the  same  degree;  and, 
though  the  peril  which  is  impending  does  not  fall,  the  danger  has  been  fin' 
duced,  and  one  more  degree  to  the  temperature  of  the  boiler,  may  occasioil 
one  of  those  calamities  wtiich  it  is  ihe  object  of  the  steamboat  lav  to 
prevent. 

"  If  the  view  I  have  presented  be  correct,  and,  1  have  not  a  partide  of 
doubt  that  the  effect  of  steam  chimneys  is  exactly  as  I  have  stated,  the  W 
of  this  form  of  steam-boilers  cannot  be  too  earnestly  and  strongly  de|^ 
catcd  ;  and,  1  entertain  the  fullest  conviction  that  the  subject  of  prohibitiiy 
the  use  of  steam-chimneys  in  boilers  used  in  steamboats  in  our  coUBtiy,' 
among  the  most  imperative  duties  which  the  present  Congress  is  called  OB 
to  discharge.  The  steamboat  law  should  be  amended  so  as  to  provide,  thtf 
fio  steam  boiler,  the  Jlues  of  which  stop  short  oj  the  end  of  tht  bo^i 
atid  are  turned  7ip,  and  pass  through  the  top  of  the  boiler^  shall  i» 
used  in  any  steamboat^  bearing  a  license  from  the  United  States* 
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flegidaHve  regulaiions  reemnmended  by  the  British  eommisT 
in  their  report  on  steamvessels.  made  to  the  bocad  of  trade. 
839. 

t  a  board  be  appointed,  in  connexion  with  nnd  under  the  presi- 
s  board  of  trade,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  register  and  classify 
I  navigated  by  steam,  built,  or  building:  the  register  to  record 
ipecifications  of  hull  and  machinery — periodical  surveys  to  be 
in  them — and  particulars  of  all  disasteris  and  accidents  which 
,  or  may  be  occasioned  by,  steamvessels. 

le  l)oard  be  authorized  to  appoint  local  or  district  surveyors,  to 
id  report  upon  the  condition  of  steamers ;  that,  on  such  report 
sfactory,  the  board  shall  grant  licenses  to  the  owners  of  steam- 
ply ;  that,  if- unsatisfactory,  they  shall  withhold  such  license,  as 
ktes  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers.     Penalty  for  plying  without 

he  board  be  empowered  to  investigate,  personally,  or  otherwise, 
3  and  causes  of  accidents ;  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath ;  and 
le  production  of  papers. 

he  board  be  required  to  make  an  annual  report  to  Parliament 
iceodings;   of  the  state  and  progress  of  the  mercantile  steam- 
and  of  the  disasters  which  may  have  been  sustained. 
16  records  be  public,  on  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  fee. 
le  board  be  empowered  to  frame  and  issue  general  instructions 
lidanceofthe  local  or  district  surveyors;  also  to  publish  an  ab- 
he  law  and  regulations,  with  authority  to  require  such  abstract  to 
in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  vessel ;  under  penalties  on  neglect, 
t  the  surveyors  of  hull  and  machinery  be  paid  for  their  survejrs 
mers  of  the  vessels,  according  to  a  fixed  scale,  as  is  tiie  practice 
i's  Register ;  that  they  shall  forward  their  reports  to  the  board; 
the  event  of  the  owner  or  owners  objecting  to  the  repairs  required, 
o  entitle  the  vessel  to  a  passenger  license,  shall  (if  tht;  objection 
e  hull)  call  in  one  or  two  of  the  principal  shipbuilders  of  the  port 
:.  unconnected  with  the  work  of  such  repairs,  to  survey  the  ves- 
ijunction  with  the  official  surveyor,  and  report  specially  thereon, 
the  decision  of  the  board  be  objected  to,  on  the  report  of  the  sur- 
ihe  objection  regard  the  machinery),  it  shall  cicll  in  the  aid  of  one 
engineers  to  survey  and  report  in  conjunction  with  such  official 

[  surveys  to  be  paid  for  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  vessel, 
;  to  a  fixed  scale. 

r  t  survey  of  the  hull  of  a  new  vessel  to  be  made  during  its  con- 
and  a  specification  of  it  transmitted  to  the  board,  as  is  now  done 
rreyors  of  Lloyd's  to  the  committee. 

ey  of  the  hull  to  bo  made  during  each  of  the  first  two  years,  and 

every  six  mouths  subsequently.    All  steamers  to  be  docked, 

or  laid  on  the  gridiron  (as  circumstances  permit)  and  surveyed, 

laining  any  injury  by  taking  the  ground,  or  otherwise,  under 

rst  survey  of  the  boilers,  engines,  and  machinery  to  be  made  while 
being  fixed  in  the  vessel,  and  the  requisite  details  of  them  to  bo 
to  the  board. 
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Boilers,  engines,  and  machinery,  to  be  surveyed  every  six  months  after 
the  first  year,  and  all  serious  accidents  to  be  reported. 

The  surveyors  to  report  on  the  fitness  of  a  vessel,  whether  as  a  sea-goingj 
or  river  steamer. 

3.  License  to  express  wiiether  it  be  granted  for  cargo  only ;  for  towiog- 
vessels ;  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers ;  or  for  these  purj)oses  combined; 
also,  whether  the  vessel  be  intended  to  ply  as  a  river,  or  sea-going  steams. 

License  to  ply  with  passengers  to  be  granted,  or  withheld,  as  aforesaid; 
a  duplicate  of  which,  or  ceriiticate  to  the  same  effect,  signed  by  the  board, 
to  !)e  exhibited  in  the  cabin  or  other  conspicuous  part  of  the  vessel.  All 
public  advertisements  of  steamers  to  state  whether  licensed  to  carry  pas- 
sengers or  not. 

An  annual  charge  for  each  license  to  be  made  on  all  steamvessels,  vary- 
ing according  to  a  scale  of  size  and  capacity  ;  such  charge  to  be  in  no  case 
less  than  £1,  nor  exceeding  £5. 

4.  That  the  surveyor  shall  ascertain  that  the  safety-valves  be  sufficient 
to  pass  all  the  steam  wliich  the  boilers  can  generate  in  their  ordinary  state 
of  work,  at  the  pressure  determined  by  the  weight  on  the  valves;  the 
maximum  of  which  pressure  shall  be  fixed  by  the  maker  of  the  engines,  or 
boilers,  and  the  valves  be  loaded  accordingly. 

5.  That,  after  an  assigned  period,  no  passenger  license  be  granted  to  any 
vessel  having  safety-valves,  whose  spindles  or  levers  are  exposed  on  deck, 
or  capable  of  being  loaded  externally,  unless  satisfactorily  protected.  Penalty 
on  engineers,  masters,  or  others,  for  loading  valves  beyond  the  weigi^ 
ascertained  by  the  surveyor,  and  regulated  as  above. 

6.  That,  in  all  new  steamers,  and,  after  an  assigned  period,  in  all 
steamers  now  afloat,  glass  water-gauges  and  mercurial  pressure-gaogei 
shall  be  required  to  l)e  fitted  to  the  boilers,  to  entitle  the  vessels  to  alicenfla 
to  ply  with  passengers. 

7.  That,  in  the  event  of  the  surveyor  having  information  that  any  boikr 
be  deteriorated  in  strength,  or  unsafe  at  its  working  pressure,  in  the  intenral 
of  his  periodical  surveys,  he  shall  be  empowered  by  the  board,  on  his  repre- 
sentation, to  examine  it;  and  in  the  event  of  the  boiler  proving  faulhfylbe 
board  shall  suspend  the  passenger  license,  until  satisfied  of  the  safety  of 
such  boiler. 

8.  That  no  steamvessel  be  permitted  to  ply  which  is  not  furnished  with 
.   a  binnacle  and  compass,  in  good  order. 

9.  That,  after  an  assigned  period,  no  sea  going  steamvessel,  which  ca^ 
ries  coals  on  the  tops,  or  about  the  sides  of  the  boilers,  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  passenger  license,  unless  the  boilers  be  protected  by  a  shell  of  ooetal,  or 
other  sufficient  security. 

10.  All  river  steamers  to  carry  one  effective  boat — coasting  and  channel 
steamers,  two,  or  three  boats,  according  to  their  size — and  ocean  steafflp 
ships,  four  boats — as  a  minimum. 

The  surveyors  to  ascertain  that  these  boats  be  kept  in  serviceable  eoa* 
dition,  and  ready  for  use  on  emergency. 

IL  All  steamers  to  be  provided  with  sufficient  hoses  to  convey  water  t»  - 
any  part  of  the  vessel,  with  a  serviceable  outfit  of  water-buckets;  aula 
moveable  fire-engine  to  be  carried  in  all  coasting,  channel,  and  ocean«goiB| 
fiteamers. 

TJie  proposed  system  of  registration  should  include  a  classificalioQ  rf 
jsteamersi  and  as  the  characler  to  which  each  vessel  would  be  entitled  ii 
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}  class  wonid  depend  on  its  general  state  of  efficiency,  we  are  disposed  to 
link  that  many  other  important  requisites  for  attaining  the  utmost  prac- 
»ble  degree  of  security  would  gradually  be  adopted  by  owners,  without 
«QpaIsion  ;  such  as  water  tight  bulkheads  in  new  vessels ;  powerful  ex- 

rishing  pumps,  worked  by  the  engines;  connexion  of  the  condensers 
the  bilge- water ;  disengngino:  apparatus  for  the  paddle-wheels ;  heavier 
id  more  effective  ground-tackling,  &c.  The  publication  of  accidents, 
id  of  their  causes,  would  also  warn  steamvessel  owners,  commanderSi 
id  engineers,  and  instruct  them  how  to  guard  against  disasters. 


Abstract  of  the  laws  and  regtUations  of  foreign  states. 

FRANCE. 

Cast-iron  boilers  prohibited. 

High-pressure  boilers  to  be  proved  by  the  hydraulic  press,  to  at  least 

roe  times  the  degree  of  pressure  at  which  it  is  intended  to  use  the  steam. 

he  owners  to  find  the  press  and  labor. 

Rectangular  boilers  exempted  from  proof  when  used  to  raise  low-pressure 

earn.  i.  e,,  steam  not  exceeding  7  lbs.  pressure  per  square  inch  above  the 

mosphcre. 

All  cylinders,  and  cylinder  jackets  of  steam  engines,  whether  using  high 
r  low  steam,  to  be  proved  to  three  times  the  working  pressure. 

The  above  rules  apply  to  all  engines  and  boilers,  whether  employed  oa 
lod  or  water.     The  following  are  special  laws  as  to  steamvcssels  : 

1.  No  steamer  to  ply  until  certified  to  be  seaworthy  in  hull,  boilers,  and 
lachinery  ;  to  undergo  subsequent  inspection  every  three  months.  * 

2.  No  certificate  granted,  but  on  the  express  condition  of  the  engine- 
Hin  being  a  skilful  mechanic,  and  possessed  of  sufficient  knowledge  to 
laintain  the  machinery  in  good  order,  and  repair  it  if  necessary.  No 
reman  allowed  to  act  as  engine-man,  but  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
itter.  The  engineer  to  observe  precautionary  rules,  to  be  hung  up  for 
is  guidance  in  the  engine  room. 

3.  Every  boiler  to  be  provided  with  a  water  Uoat  and  index,  two  glass 
^ater-tubes,  three  gauge-cocks,  and  an  open  ended  mercurial  steam  gauge. 
I  is  also  recommeiided  to  apply  a  safety  pipe,  with  a  whistle  at  the  end 
fit,  to  give  notice  when  the  water  is  too  low. 

4.  Two  safety-valves  required  to  each  boiler,  of  not  less  than  a  certain 
irca.  High-pressure  valves  to  be  loaded  by  means  of  a  lever ;  low  pressure 
rith  a  solid  weight  upon  them.  All  additional  weight,  after  the  survey, 
rohibited.     The  ]>rescribed  pressure  stjimped  on  the  valve-boxes. 

6.  Two  disks  of  fusihle  metal  to  be  fixed  on  all  boilers,  in  the  steam* 
pace  or  chest,  having  different  degrees  of  fusibility,  and  different  dimen- 
ioDs;  the  smallest  and  most  fusible  to  have  an  area  equal  to  that  of  one 
f the  safety-valves ;  the  largest  and  least  fusible  to  have  an  area  equal  to 
wr  times  that  of  the  valve.  These  disks  are  supplied,  after  proof  of  the 
oilers,  and  according  to  the  pressure  at  which  it  is  intended  to  work: 
U  change  of  them  prohibited,  and  duplicates  to  be  carried  in  every  vessel. 

6.  Instructions  given  for  the  management  of  the  fires,  and  for  the  con- 
Mt  0f  the  engineer  and  captain  reciprocally,  when  the  vessel  ha»'|[|| 
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7.  Captain  to  be  personally  responsible  for  all  accidents  arising  froia 
excessive  velocity ;  and  owners,  for  all  accidents  which  may  arise  froiO' 
the  nonobservance  of  the  laws  and  regulations. 

8.  A  ruled  log-book  or  diary,  to  lie  open  in  the  cabin,  in  which  passen- 
ffers  are  requested  to  write  their  observations  concerning  the  events  of  their 
journey  and  the  performance  of  the  vessel :  these  books  to  be  examined  by 
the  police  authorities  and  commissioners  on  their  periodical  visits.  In  the 
cabin  is  to  be  placed  a  table,  indicating — 

1.  The  mean  duration  of  a  trip. 

2.  The  time  allowed  for  stoppages. 

3.  The  maximum  number  of  passengers  permitted  by  the  law, 

4.  The  right  given  to  passengers  to  inscribe  their  remarks  in  the 

log-book. 

9.  The  minutiae  of  the  j)rocts  verbaux  by  the  commissioners,  &c.,  are 
particularized. 

10.  Tables  of  the  elastic  force  and  temperature  of  steam,  from  1  to  60 
atmospheres  of  pressure,  are  given,  together  with  the  areas  of  safety-valves 
and  fusible  disks  proper  for  each  pressure,  as  determined  by  a  commission 
of  the  Royal  Institute. 

HOLLAND. 

Surveyors  are  appointed  to  test  the  strength  of  all  boilers  according  tor 
prescribed  scale,  on  whose  favorable  report  permission  is  granted  to  work. 

Two  safety-valves,  at  least,  are  required  to  each  boiler ;  and  the  mode 
and  degree  of  loading  them  determined. 

Leaden  plugs  of  certain  dimensions  are  to  be  fixed  in  the  boiler-plates 
gver  the  furnaces. 

Cast-iron  boilers  are  prohibited,  except  they  be  made  to  a  given  scale  of 
substance ;  and  various  regulations  are  enacted,  as  to  the  position  of  the 
boilers  in  the  vessel,  their  separation  from  the  cabins,  <fec. 

Surveys  to  be  repeated  annually ;  and  special  surveys  to  be  made  m 
demand  or  occasion. 

Certificates  of  seaworthiness  are  renewed  or  refused,  according  to  the* 
reports  of  surveyors. 

BELGIUM. 

The  laws  in  this  country  are  very  similar  to  those  of  Holland. 


EXTRACTS    PROM   LETTERS   AND   COMMUNICATIONS    ADDRESSED  TO 
THE  BRITISH  COMMISSIONERS  OF  STEAMVESSELSw 

Mr.  J.  C  Shaw^  engineer  and  marine  manager  to  iht  City  of  DubH* 
Sieampacket  Company,  Liverpool. 

"  2.  No  accidents  have  ever  occurred  in  any  of  the  company's  vessels  tnOk 
explosion  or  rending  of  boilers.  We  construct  many  of  our  boilers,  and  n* 
pair  all  of  them,  preferring  and  now  coiistrucUng  them  only  of  a  cyliodiicift 
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hape,  with  the  external  flues  of  similar  form,  or  as  nearly  so  as  we  can  get 
hem. 

"Oar  boilers  are  all  separate,  each  containing  its  own  water,  and  the 
teampipes  having  separate  valves  to  shut  off  the  communication  with  the 
ther  boilers.  The  advantage  of  this  plan  is  forcibly  evidenced  in  the  case 
f  the  collision  between  the  *  Thames'  and  the  *  Shannon.'  The  *Thanjes' 
tust  have  gone  down  had  tlie  water  in  the  different  boilers  not  been  dis* 
met. 

^3.  My  opinion  is,  that  accidents  to  boilers  are  referable  to  defective  con- 
traction, carelessness,  neglect  of  proper  repairs,  and  the  absence  or  mis- 
nanagement  of  proper  apparatus  for  the  safety  of  boilers.  The  boilers  of 
he  "  Fingal,"  which  plyed  iu  1835  from  Liverpool  to  Dublin,  were  so  weak 
bat  they  had  to  be  shored  between  the  deck  and  the  top  of  the  boilers, 
rbich  expanded  and  contracted  like  a  pair  of  bellows.  Had  a  system  of 
ispection  and  surveying  been  then  adopted,  this  vessel  never  could  have 
eea  suffered  to  have  gone  to  sea.  Tabular  or  flat-sided  boilers  are  rarely 
afficiently  stayed. 

"4.  Steamers  are  lost  as  often  from  weak  and  defective  hulls  as  from  de- 
»ctive  machinery.  Our  experience  has  taught  us  the  importance  of  sub- 
tantial  construction  of  every  part  of  the  vessel  which,  with  the  engines,  are 
(uilt  to  a  written  specification. 

"5.  The  engines  and  boilers  of  steamers  are  certainly  not  overhauled  and 
epaired  so  frequently  as  they  should  be.  Nothing  can  be  more  slovenly, 
QQore  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  steamers,  or  more  dangerous 
to  the  public,  than  the  condition  of  many  steamers.  Experience  has  shown 
the  Viiae  of  a  system  of  overhauling  and  repairing  our  machinery,  the  most 
mioate,  frequent,  and  at  the  same  time  most  advahtngeous  and  economical 
to  the  company.  The  arrival  of  any  one  of  our  vessels  is  instantly  notified 
at  the  office,  both  at  Liverpool  and  Dublin  :  the  foreman  of  the  boiler-makers 
and  the  master  engineer  immediately  go  on  board,  and  are  required,  within 
two  hours,  to  make  a  report  in  writing  to  me  of  the  actual  state  of  the  en- 

S'nes,  boilers,  and  all  their  apparatus,  by  filling  up  printed  forms  prepared 
reach.  The  hull  is  inspected  by  a  shipwright.  Each  vessel  is  placed 
on  the  gridiron  at  least  once  in  every  three  months,  merely  to  sight  her 
bottom.  The  head  fireman,  having  extra  wages,  is  fined  10^.  in  the  event 
of  his  not  pointing  out  even  if  a  rivet-head  has  sprung,  or  any  other  defect 
in  his  boiler  during  his  last  voyage. 

••6.  The  safely- valves  in  all  our  vessels  are  so  arranged  that  the  engineer 
can  raise  them  to  ease  his  boiler,  but  cannot  load  them  beyond  the  assigned 
pressure.  Eight  pounds  per  square  inch  is  the  highest  pressure  we  employ 
in  oar  new  cylindrical  boilers ;  but  they  would  be  equally  safe  with  twelve 
poDods  as  the  tabular  with  four  pounds  on  the  square  inch.  We  have 
racuam-valves,  glass  water  gauges,  and  a  mercurial  pressure-gauge  to  all 
our  boilers.  The  blowing-off  arid  feed  cocks  are  of  brass.  In  making  new 
eugines,  they  are,  also,  subject  to  a  written  detailed  specification. 

"7,  We  now  build  no  vessels  without  iron  water-tight  bulkheads. 

"8.  The  nature  of  the  lights  carried  by  steamers  should  be  defined  by 
a  positive  law,  and  all  sailing  vessels  should  be  compelled  to  show  a  light 
It  night  in  rivers,  pilot  waters,  or  on  the  ocean.  Numbers  of  sailing  ves- 
ds  are  constantly  lying  to  in  the  track  of  the  traflic ;  they  rarely  carry  a 
ight,  and  a  steamer  has  to  look  out  for  them,  and  take  care  of  both.  The 
l^rican  packet-ships,,  it  is  said,  never  carry  lights  in  the  channels, 
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constant  accidents  occur  from  the  want  of  a  clearly  defined  and  positive 
enactment  on  tliis  subject. 

"  10.  It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  an  authorized  system  of  frequeol 
inspection  both  of  the  hull  and  machinery  of  steamvessels  would  greatly 
contribute  to  the  safety  of  the  public,  and  be  attended  with  positive  economy 
and  advantage  to  companies,  as  it  would  contribute  to  give  passengers  a 
greater  confidence  in  the  security  of  life  and  property  on  board. 

"The  hulls  should  be  surveyed  while  building,  to  see  that  it  is  done 
according  to  the  specification  for  their  tonnage,  and  that  bad  timber  may 
be  discovered  and  rejected.  Lloyd's  Rules  might  do  as  a  minimum,  but 
would  be  better  if  stronger.  A  new  vessel  should  be  periodically  surveyed, 
the  frequency  varying  with  the  age. 

"  Boilers,  after  bejng  in  use  four  years,  should  be  surveyed  very  fre- 
quently. After  five  years'  running,  the  boilers,  timbers  in  their  wake,deck- 
beaiDs,  and  ceilings,  all  require  looking  (o,  lest  they  might  be  injured ;  the 
middle  of  the  vessel,  which  should  be  the  strongest,  becomes  the  weak- 
est, after  so  long  a  period  of  working,  in  consequence  of  the  skin  being 
chaired  from  constant  lieat." 

"  I  enclose  you  two  certificates  of  the  perfect  condition  of  the  ceilioff  of 
the  *  William  Huskisson/  in  the  wake  of  the  boilers,  although  those  boilers 
have  been  in  use  since  the  9th  of  May,  1834.  Before  1  adopted  the  phn  of 
covering  the  ceilings  of  our  steamers  with  lead,  it  invariably  happened  that 
I  had  to  renew  that  portion  of  the  hulls  every  time  an  old  boiler  was  taken 
out;  for  the  planking  in  the  wake  of  the  boilers  was  so  charred  as  actually 
to  tumble  to  pieces  when  our  men  were  taking  off  the  sheet  iron  that  covered 
it:  thus,  it  is  evident  that  the  middle  part  of  the  steamer,  which  ought  to 
be  the  strongest,  became  the  weakest,  long  before  it  was  necessary  to  lay 
her  up  for  new  boilers.  In  addition  to  the  great  value  of  lead  as  a  protec- 
tion to  the  substance  of  a  steamvessel,  its  utility  as  a  preventive  to  fin 
admits  of  no  doubt ;  for  it  is  very  evident  that  the  heat  in  the  bunkers  must 
be  intense  enough  to  melt  the  lead  before  the  ceiling  which  it  covers  can  be 
ignited." 

Certificate  respecting  lead  linings  on  the  inside  of  steamvessels^  near  the 

boilers. 

Lloyd's  Register  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  I,  the  undersigned,  surveyor  to  this  society,  have 
this  day  examined  the  steamboat  "William  Huskisson,"  in  the  Kotth 
giaving  dock  at  this  port;  that  I  found  the  boilers,  which  had  been  in  five 
years,  had  been  removed,  and  the  ceiling  completely  exposed ;  that  the  heat 
fiom  the  boilers  had  not  at  all  adected  the  plank  of  the  ceiling,  which  is 
^uite  fresh  and  in  good  repair.     As  witness  my  hand. 

J.  BAY  LEY,  Surveyor  to  IJoyis. 

Liverpool,  April  1, 1839. 

1  hereby  certify,  that  I  havc^  examined  the  ceiling  in  the  wake  of  the 
boilers  of  the  "  William  Huskisson,"  and  found  it  perfectly  sound,  after 
haring  remained  in  five  years.  1  also  found,  after  [  had  removed  the  sheet 
iroiii  that  the  lead  under  the  same  was  quite  sound,  and  would  do  again  if 
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had  not  been  torn  by  disentanglins:  it  from  the  iron.    The  sheet  iron  is 
ornpietelv  decayed  and  unfit  for  use. 

JAMES  McARDLE, 
Foreman  and  carpenter  to  City  of  Dublin  Company, 
April  1,  1839. 


'.  IF.  Williams^  Esq.,  managinsr  director  of  the  City  of  Dublin  Company ^ 

Liverpool, 

"I.  That  the  bull  be  divided  into,  at  least,  five  separate  compartments, 
»y  four  iron-plate,  water-tight,  bulkheads  or  partitions,  so  as  efifectually  to 
onfiue  the  water  or  fire  to  the  compartment  in  which  either  may  have 
'ri^nated.  The  importance  of  tliis  is  unquestionable ;  and,  in  illustration 
f  Its  valae,  I  may  state  that  the  steamer  •  The  Manchester,'  which,  many 
cars  back,  sunk  between  Dublin  and  Holyhead,  would  have  been  per- 
JCtly  safe  had  she  been  provided  with  these  bulkheads.  The  injury  sus* 
ained  was  in  the  bottom,  about  midships,  in  consequence  of  having  got  on^ 
L  sand-bank  near  Dublin  ;  and,  from  want  of  a  sutficient  graving^  dock  or 
lip  in  that  port,  the  examination  and  repairs  could  only  be  effected  by  bank- 
ng  the  vessel.  These  repairs,  it  is  supposed,  had  been  insuflicient,  as 
arhen  half  channel  over,  the  vessel  snddenly  filled.  It  is  evident  that  a  very 
jmall  addition  of  buoyancy  would  have  saved  the  vessel,  since  she  settled 
until  her  main  deck  was  on  a  level  with  the  water,  and  remained  in  that 
positioQ  a  considerable  time  before  she  disappeared. 

"  Since  that  time,  several  large  steamers  have  been  lost  by  reason  of  water 
or  fire,  which,  though  at  first  confined  to  a  small  section  of  the  vessel,  yet, 
by  passing  througliout  the  whole,  all  efforts  to  save  the  vessel  were  ren- 
dered unavailing. 

"  2.  The  substitution  of  copper  or  composition  bolts,  with  nuts  and  screws 
in  the  fastening  of  the  planking  and  other  parts,  in  place  of  the  timber  tree- 
nails, the  use  of  which  should  be  entirely  exploded. 

**3.  The  addition  of  hanging  iron  knees,  properly  constructed,  with  stays, 
tinder  the  main  and  middle  deck  beams,  wrought  and  fitted  with  care,  and 
according  to  prepared  drawings ;  also,  a  continuous  connexion  of  iron 
staple  knees,  by  w^hich  the  entire  series  of  deck  beams  are  firmly  bound 
t02:ether  and  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  by  which  tlie  whole  is  connected, 
endwise,  in  the  most  effective  manner. 

"  4.  The  adoption  of  an  improved  larboard  strake,  cut  from  a  solid  balk, 
and  fitted  to  the  rabbet  of  the  keel.  Mr.  Lang  has  lately  done  much  towards 
introducing  this  valuable  improvement. 

"5.  The  attaching  the  sister  kelsons  and  sleepers,  on  which  the  engines 
and  boilers  are  placed,  firmly  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  by  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  bolts,  passed  through  the  floorings  and  bottom  planking,  and  by 
lateral  stayinss,  these  sister  kelsons  passing  the  entire  length  of  the  vessel, 
Thi.«  mode  of  strengthening  a  steamer  is  very  little  in  use. 

"6.  The  introduction  of  powerful  longitudinal  wrought-iron  bolt-stays, 
four  at  le  ist,  and  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  inches  diameter, 
ninning  the  entire  length  of  the  main  deck,  and  through  all  the  main  deck 
beamij  properly  secured  to  each,  with  washers  and  cotters  before  and  afl  of 
Jach  beam ;  so  that  each  deck  beam  be  not  only  thus  tied  together,  but  that 
iach  shall  bear  its  due  proportion  of  any  strain  of  the  vessel,  endwise,  in  a 
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heavy  sea.  These  iron  longitudinal  bolt  stays  have  been  introduced,  with 
great  advantage,  into  several  steamers,  whicii,  previously,  had  worked  ooa> 
siderably  in  a  sea-way. 

<<  7.  The  introduction  of  an  innor  lining  of  sheet  lead  under  the  lining  of 
sheet  iron,  and  next  the  skin  of  the  vessel,  to  prevent  the  desiccation  and 
charring  of  the  timber  bottom  and  sides,  which  the  excessive  beat  and 
decomposition  of  the  fine  powder  of  the  coal,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
engines  and  boilers,  frequently  occasion.  This  under  sheeting  of  lead  btf 
been  found  an  effectual  remedy. 

"  8.  The  use  of  iron  in  the  various  hatchways,  ceilings,  and  scattles^ 
instead  of  timber,  which  latter  weakens  the  deck  of  a  vessel|  whereas  the 
former  strengthens  it. 

<'9.  The  introduction  of  longitudinal  cast-iron  beams,  in  lieu  of  wood, 
the  entire  length  of  the  boiler  hatchways,  and  to  which  is  attached  a  wroogiu- 
iron  plate  deck,  the  full  size  of  the  boiler-hatchway.  These  iron  betms 
secure  that  vulnerable  part  of  the  deck  from  fire,  contraction,  or  ainkiog. 
The  wood  beams  and  deck  usually  adopted  over  the  boilers  contract 
instantly,  and  thus  admit  water  to  the  top  of  the  boiler. 

"  10.  The  preparing  the  entire  timbering,  planking,  decks,  &c.,  on  Kyan^s 
or  other  anti  dry-rot  principle,  thus  securing  the  greatest  durability  to  the 
hull.  This  steeping  process  is  eff'ected  in  the  builder's  yard,  and  under  the 
special  superintendence  of  a  competent  individual  on  the  part  of  the  owners. 

"The  mere  enumeration  of  these  few  items  will  sufficiently  show  the 
importance  of  a  detailed  specification,  and  the  more  so  as  the  constructioQ 
of  ships  of  a  large  class,  and  intended  for  the  high  seas  (particnlarly  asta 
the  nature,  strength,  and  extent  of  their  fastenings),  is  so  essentially  difbreot 
from  that  of  ordinary  merchant  shipping. 

"  The  details  of  a  specification,  and  the  adoption  of  all  or  any  of  the  abof^ 
mentioned  items,  will,  of  course,  be  governed  by  the  kind  and  class  of  ves- 
sels to  be  constructed,  and  the  peculiar  service  to  which  they  may  be  des- 
tined. I  have  hitherto  spoken  but  of  large  vessels  with  great  power,  and 
intended  for  the  open  sea. 

"  The  directors  of  steam  companies  being  necessarily  unacquainted  with 
these  matters,  and  obliged  to  rely  much  on  the  skill  of  others  (and  whoaie 
too  often  selected  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  having  made  the  lowest 
building  tender  by  the  ton  measurement),  the  introduction  of  a  system  of 
periodical  surveys  and  licenses,  by  duly  appointed  and  qualified  officers, 
cannot  fail  of  becoming  the  best  security  to  steam  companies,  and  the  best 
guaranty  to  the  public. 

"  Under  the  head  of  '  night-signals,'  I  would  observe  that,  through  the 
want  of  some  recognised  and  authoritative  system,  great  inconveoieDoe^ 
risk,  and  injury,  have  been  sustained.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  Dablin 
Company,  who  make  800  voyages,  or  1,600  crossings  of  the  channeli  anna- 
ally,  has  for  many  years  been  found  fully  adequate  to  the  preventiooof 
collision.  It  consists  in  having,  in  addition  to  a  bright  light  at  the  foremast* 
head,  one  other  fixed  light  in  front  of  each  paddle-box  :  thus  presentiofft 
triangle  of  lights  with  the  apex  uppermost.  Again,  from  the  angle  at  which 
these  fixed  lower  lights  are  placed,  both  can  only  be  seen  from  the  approadi- 
ing  vessel  when  directly  ahead,  or  within  a  given  range  of  that  direction. 
These  lower  paddle-box  lights  being  also  of  different  colors,  it  is  oasy  to 
distinguish  how  the  head  of  the  steamer  lies,  and  thus  to  avoid  collision." 
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1^1  may  here  be  permitted  to  ndd,  that,  as  the  system  of  the  British  Gorern- 
lent  should  be  to  encourage  private  enterprise,  in  promoting;  steam  naviga* 
ODy  so  it  would  prove  the  best  means  of  providing  an  effective  and  adequate- 
»rce  of  steanavessels  in  case  of  war. 

"  Other  nations,  not  having  a  steam  commercial  marine,  are  obliged  to 
Muntain  a  sufficiency  of  national  steamships — a  system  which  must  be 
ttended  with  great  expenditure,  but  which  is  inadequate  to  the  keeping 
ioe  with  the  progress  of  steam-navigation.  Great  Britain,  on  the  othev 
and,  by  promoting  sieam-navigation  for  mercantile  purposes,  and  securing 
>  it  the  utmost  efficiency,  strength,  and  perfection,  is  laying  the  surest 
mndation  of  national  protection  in  the  event  of  war.  The  large  class 
teamships  now  constructing  are  all  capable  of  being  powerfully  armed ; 
od,  at  almost  a  moment's  notice,  a  fleet  of  steamvessels  may  be  obtained 
dcquate  to  any  service  the  Government  might  require. 

'^Aati  mighty  means,  then,  of  strengthening  our  national  defence,  for  the 
ike  of  the  public,  for  the  better  security  of  the  underwriters,  and  as  an 
Dcounigement  to  builders,  engineers,  and  owners  of  steamships,  an 
athoritative,  sufficient,  and  compulsory  system  of  survey  is,  on  every 
Toand^  desirable. 

"  On  iran  steamvessels. 

*-In  suggesting  what  may  appear  to  be  improvements  in  the  construction 
)f  steamvessels,  1  should  speak  of  iron  hulls.  On  this  head,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  iron  vessels  as  far  as  second-class  size;  beyond 
:bat  I  have  no  experiimce,  and  experience  alone  must  decide  the  question 
18  to  steamers  of  the  largest  class. 

"I  was  the  first  to  construct  an  iron  seagoing  steamer  of  lOO-horse 
power,  having  had  the  *  Garryowen'  and  'Lansdowne,'  each  of  100  horsa 
power  (now  plying  on  the  river  Shannon),  built  of  iron  for  the  Dublin 
Company.  As  far  as  experience  has  enablea  me  to  speak,  I  do  so  with  con- 
fidence as  to  the  strength,  durability,  and  general  efficiency  of  iron-built 
vessels.  The  following  reports  from  the  commander  and  engineer  of  the 
'  Garryowen'  are  the  best  evidence  I  can  offer  on  that  head  : 

"The  commander  of  the  *  Garryowen,'  Mr.  Bingham,  writes  thus  in  ref- 
erence to  the  great  hurricane  of  January  last : 

"*  We  went  ashore  about  two  cables'  length  to  the  eastward  of  the  pier 
[Kilrosh  K  and  struck  very  heavy  for  the  first  hour ;  the  ground  under  our 
weather  bilge  was  rather  soft  clay,  covered  with  shingle  and  loose  stones,, 
some  of  them  pretty  large.  Under  our  inside  or  lee-bilge  the  ground  was 
very  bard,  being  a  foot-path  at  low  water.  I  was  greatly  afraid  she  would 
be  very  much  injured  by  it  in  her  bottom,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  she  has- 
not  received  any  injury  ;  in  fact,  her  bottom  is  as  perfect  and  as  good  as  on 
ihe  day  she  left  Liverpool;  not  a  single  rivet  started,  nor  a  rivet-head flowa 
oft  If  an  oak  vessel,  with  the  cargo  I  had  on  deck,  was  to  go  on  shore 
where  the  "  Garryowen"  did,  and  get  such  a  hammering,  they  would  have 
1  different  story  to  tell.' 

"  The  '  Garryowen'  was  built  by  Mr.  John  Laird  of  Birkenhead,  near . 
Liverpool. 

"The  engineer  of  the  •  Garryowen,'  Joseph  Parry,  writes  thus,  after  the 
mrricane : 
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"  « We  found,  while  trying  to  get  the  vessel  off.  she  would  not  fall  into  her 
dock,  although  we  cleared  away  the  bank,  within  a  plate  and  a  half  of  the 
the  keel.  She  would  not  move  even  then  at  high  water,  so  we  clearetl 
away  the  bank  above  40  feet  aft,  and  30  feet  forward,  leaving  nothing  to 
bear  her  up  but  the  strength  of  the  vessel ;  and  although  there  was  such  a 
length  of  overhang,  yet  there  is  not  a  rivet  started  or  seam  open,  nor  the 
lea?t  injury  received  whatever.  Out  of  27  vessels  that  got  ashore  that 
night,  the  <•  Garryowen"  is  the  only  one  that  is  not  damaged  more  or  less." 

"  I  can  add  also,  that  having  last  year  had  to  take  out  the  boilers,  I  found 
the  skin  of  the  vessel  in  perfectly  good  condition,  and  no  appearance  of 
rust." 


Specification  for  building  a  steamvessel  of  600  tons  burden,  contracted  and 

agreed  upon,  &c.,  in  a  substantial  and  workmanlike  manner,  and  widi 

good  sound  and  proper  materials  of  every  kind,  according  to  the  condi* 

lions,  dimensions,  and  scantling,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Length  from  the  fore  part  of  the  stem-head,  to  the  aft  part  of  the  stem- 
post,  along  the  keel,  —  feet. 

Breadth  from  outside  to  outside  of  the  plank  in  midship,  —  feet. 

Depth  in  hold,  —  feet,  —  inches. 

The  keel  to  be  of  elm,  in  not  more  than  five  pieces,  one  foot  two  inches 
square  in  midships,  12  inches  at  the  fore  part,  and  at  the  after  part  of  the 
rabbet  of  the  pobt,  1 1^  inches ;  the  scnrphs  four  feel  nine  inches  long,  tabled 
one  into  the  other,  laid  with  flannel,  and  bolted  with  six  bolts  of  one-inch 
copper ;  the  lips  of  the  said  scarplis  not  to  be  left  more  than  four  inches,  and 
the  rabbet  to  he  taken  out  as  j^cr  annexed  drawing,  for  a  solid  garboard 
strake. 

The  stem  not  to  be  more  than  two  pieces  of  sound  oak,  and  free  from 
defects  of  any  kind,  to  be  sided  at  the  head  14  inches,  and  to  taper  to  the 
forefoot  to  the  bigness  of  the  keel. 

The  scarphs  to  be  four  feet  long,  tabled  together,  and  laid  with  flannel; 
secured  with  six  bolts  of  one-inch  diameter;  two  of  the  bolts  to  go  throngh 
the  false  stem  or  apron,  and  clenched  thereon,  the  rabbet  to  be  taken  oat  of 
the  middle. 

The  apron  to  be  sided  14  inches,  and  to  be  of  the  same  breadth  as  the 
stem  ;  to  bedowelled  and  bolted  with  five  copper  bolts  of  one-inch  diameter. 

The  stemson  to  be  sided  same  as  the  main  stem,  and  overlaunch  its 
scarphs,  and  secured  with  one  inch  copper  bolts  every  two  feet. 

The  knight-heads  to  be  sided  12  inches,  fayed  and  dowelled  to  the  apron, 
and  bolted  through,  and  to  each  other  with  five  copper  bolls  of  one  inch 
each,  well  clenched,  of  suflicient  length  to  take  a  bolt  in  the  hook  below 
the  lower  deck ;  the  upper  bolt  not  to  come  within  nine  inches  of  the  bed 
of  the  bowsprit. 

The  stern  post  to  be  of  sound  oak,  of  the  best  kind,  and  free  from  defects, 

to  square  at  the  wing  transoms  14  inches,  fore  and  aft  on  the  keel  one  foot 

eight  inches ;  abaft  the  rabbet  at  the  wing  transoms  ten  inche.s,  and  on  the 

•  keel  14  inches ;  the  top  end  of  the  tree  to  be  worked  upward ;  the  aft  side 

of  the  stern  post  to  be  grooved  and  hollowed  to  receive  the  rudder. 

The  inner  post  to  run  up  to  the  under  side  of  the  wing  transom,  and  con- 
form to  the  size  of  the  main  post  when  trimmed  with  six  dowells  into  the 
main  post. 
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The  wiDg  transoms  to  be  sided  in  the  middle  14  inches,  and  moulded  16 
ches;  no  chocks  admitted  on  the  aft  side  ;  to  be  secured  with  two  copper 
Its  of  one-inch  diameter  through  the  post ;  also  four  lower  transoms,  sided 
na  ten  to  ei^ht  inches,  with  one  bolt  in  each  of  one-inch  copper. 
The  fashion  pieces  to  be  sided  eight  inches,  and  dowellcd  to  each  end  of 
B  transoms. 

The  room  and  space  of  the  timbers  to  be  two  feet  four  inches. 
The  floor  timbers  in  midships  to  be  sided  14  inches  ;  half  floors,  sided  14 
ches  ;  forward  and  aft  10  to  12  inches ;  for  70  feet  in  midships  to  be  solid, 
yed  together  with  close  joints,  all  dowelled  and  fehed  between  each  joint, 
id  bolted  together  with  inch-iron  bolts,  without  any  fillings  ;  every  other 
aaber  to  be  bolted  through  the  keel  with  copper  bolts,  and  well  clenched  on 
16  nnder  side,  the  space  between  the  floors  and  lower  fut(ocks,  before  and 
>aft  the  above,  to  be  fitted  in  solid  with  Dantzic  pine,  from  the  keel  to 
ree  feet  above  the  floor  heads  ;  the  fillings  to  be  two  inches  less  moulding 
an  the  frame,  so  as  to  leave  a  suflicient  water  course  on  the  inner  side  ; 
B  whole  to  be  calked  both  within  and  without,  from  the  floor-heads 
»wnward. 

The  lower  futtocks  to  be  sided  12  inches  in  midships  for  70  feet,  dimin- 
ling  forward  and  aft  to  10  and  11  inches,  and  moulded  at  their  heads  to 
f  inches,  to  scarph  on  floors,  with  two  cogues  and  bolts  in  each  scarph. 
The  second  futtocks  to  be  sided  10  inches,  and  moulded  at  their  heads. 
The  third  futtocks  and  top  timbers  to  be  sided  8  to  7,^  inches,  and  moulded 
plank  shear  6^  inches;  all  the  frame  to  be  English  or  African  oak,  well 
|oared|  the  butts  of  timbers  to  be  close  and  dowelled,  or  cross  chocked  ; 
very  other  timber  is  to  be  framed  together ;  the  lower  futtocks  to  be  fayed 
oddowelled  to  their  respective  futtocks,  second  futtocks,  fayed  and  dowelled 
>  their  respective  lower  futtocks,  with  two  dowells  in  each  scarph,  and 
)lted  with  ^-inch  square  iron ;  before  the  lower  futtocks  are  bolted  together, 
le  faying  surfaces  are  to  have  felt,  well  tarred,  laid  between  them  ;  the  fil- 

yare  to  have  felt  on  each  side  to  prevent  infection  from  or  to  the  timbers, 
before  the  plank  of  the  bottom  is  worked  ;  the  joints  of  floors,  lower 
ittocks,  and  fiUinofs,  are  to  have  a  thread  of  spun  yarn  driven  against  the 
it,  payed  well  with  pitch  and  tar,  so  as  to  leave  that  part  of  the  bottom  per- 
!cdy  watertio^ht,  even  without  the  planking,  and  the  plank  that  comes  in 
le  range  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  flllinss  to  have  felt  underneath  all,  fore 
ndaft;  the  frame  to  be  above  the  solid  work,  according  to  the  annexed 
rawing  of  the  distribution  of  the  frames  ;  the  frames  to  be  put  together  so 
I  to  have  three  timbers  between  every  two  butts  in  the  drawing. 

There  must  be  suflicient  dead-wood  forward  and  aft  for  securing  the  half 
imbers,  of  a  height  to  answer  the  run  of  the  kelson,  to  give  proper  shifts  to 
lie  icarphs  of  the  keel  and  to  each  other,  and  bolted  every  two  feet  two 
idles  from  the  fore  and  aftermost  flooring,  through  the  keel,  stem,  and 
tern  post,  with  l|-inch  copper  bolts,  well  clenched  thereon  ;  the  deadwood 
ided  10  inches,  at  the  stepping  13  inches ;  the  deadwood  knees  to  run  up 
)  the  lower  transom  ;  the  lower  arms  to  be  nine  feet  Ion  or. 

The  hawse  pieces  to  have  three  on  each  side,  sided  10  mches,  of  a  proper 
!n^  and  breadth  to  form  the  bow ;  the  hawse-holes  must  be  taken  out 
ifficieotly  to  allow  of  an  iron  flaunch,  10  inches  diameter,  and  j^-inch  thick^ 
ith  thin  lead  underneath. 

The  main  kelsons  to  be  of  pitch  pine,  sided  15  inches,  and  moulded  16 
iches,  bolted  tlirough  the  floors,  and  keel  with  iith  bolls  of  Grenfeira 
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patent  yellow  metal,  clenched  on  a  ring  on  the  under  side  of  the  keel.  The 
scarphs  to  be  seven  feet  long,  tabled  together  with  three  dowells  in  each, 
and  two  jths  of  an  inch  iron  bolts  in  each  upper  lip  through  the  other  piece. 

Two  sister  kelsons  on  each  side  of  the  kelson,  sided  16  inches  of  the 
k)ngest  possible  lengths,  so  that  they  may  not  scarph  under  the  engines.  The 
scarphs  to  be  five  feet  long,  dowelled  and  bolted  together,  giving  good  shifts 
to  each  other ;  to  extend  as  far  both  forward  and  aft  as  the  rise  of  the  floor 
^ill  allow  them  to  be  brought :  dowelled  to  the  floor  timbers,  to  prevent 
lateral  movement,  and  bolted  through  with  one-inch  bolts  of  Grenfell's  metal 

Plank  at  bottom ;  garboard  strake  to  be  of  elm,  eight  inches  thick,  dowell: 
-ed  and  fitted  to  the  sides  of  the  keel,  as  per  drawing  annexed ;  bolted 
through  it,  and  to  each  other  at  about  four  feet  apart.  The  plank  from  the 
keel  to  the  bilge  of  four  inches  elm.  The  bilge  to  be  in  three  strakeR  of 
jfiveinch  elm,  from  the  bilge  to  the  first  futtock  heads  of  four-inch  elm,  from 
the  first  futtock-heads  to  the  bends  to  be  four-inch  Dantzic  pine ;  bends  or 
wales  in  five  strakes  of  four  inch  African  oak  nine  inches  wide,  secuwd 
with  an  extra  thorough  bolt  with  screws  and  nuts  in  every  other  timber, 
and  through  the  clamps  inside. 

Throughout  the  vessel  it  will  be  required  that  all  the  planks  shall  have 
six  feet  shifts,  and  not  less  than  three  strakes  between  every  two  butts  oa 
the  same  timbers,  to  have  a  thorough  bolt  in  every  butt  with  a  screw  nut 
inside,  of  G  ren  f el  I's  metal . 

Copper  bolts:  all  the  bottom  planks  to  be  secured  with  three  copper  bolts 
in  every  frame  instead  of  treenails. 

Bilge  bolts  :  one  of  the  ^th  bolt  of  Grenfell's  metal  through  every  timber 
of  the  bilge  planks  to  have  a  screw  and  nut  on  the  inside  bilge  plank. 

Sheer  strakes — in  two  breadths  of  four-inch  African  oak,  let  on  the  tim- 
bers five-eighths  of  an  inch  all  fore  and  aft,  to  shut  in  between  these  and  the 
wales,  with  three  and  a  half  and  four-inch  Dantzic  pine. 

Upper-deck  shelf  pieces,  to  receive  the  ends  of  the  upper  deck,  beams  to 
1)0  of  African  oak  six  inches  thick,  and  fifteen  inches  wide,  let  on  the  tim- 
bers one  inch,  and  bolted  through  from  the  outside  with  seven-eighth  inch 
iron  screw,  bolts  and  nuts. 

Clamps — in  five  strakes  of  four  inch  African  oak,  wrought  opposite  the 
•outside  wales,  let  on  timbers  five-eighths  of  an  inch. 

Bilge  planks,  on  floor  heads  in  three  strakes  of  four-inch  African  oak. 

Crutches,  aft,  of  English  oak,  sided  nine  inches,  bolted  with  one-inch 
'Copper  bolts. 

Hooks — four  hooks  forward  of  English  oak,  upper  and  lower  deck  hooto 
^ided  ten  inches,  each  arm  six  feet  long,  lower  hooks  sided  nine  inches, 
bolted  with  I J  and  one  inch  copper  through  from  outside. 

Beams — the  upper-deck  beams  of  English  and  African  oak,  only  three 
ieet  six  inches  apart ;  sided  nine  inches,  and  moulded  in  the  middle  tM 
inches,  cogued  or  dowelled  at  each  end,  and  bolted  to  the  shelf  pieces ;  aH 
secured  also  with  horizontal  iron  staple  knees. 

Carlings— no  carlings  or  ledges,  but  the  whole  of  the  beams  to  be  placed 
^nflliciently  near  to  support  the  deck,  and  sufliciently  deep  to  receive  long 
-fere  and  afc  iron  bolt  binders. 

Upper  deck  staple-knees — horizontal  iron  staple-knees  nil  fore  and  aftf 
t)etween  all  the  beams  3^  inches  wide,  and  2J  inches  thick,  with  an  iTOii 
ioanging-knee  to  every  other  beam,  3^  wide  by  three  inches  thick ;  secoiel 
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ih  one  inch  and  1^  inch  iron  screw-bolts  and  nuts,  both  to  the  beams 

1  ndes  of  the  vessel,  as  per  drawinc^  annexed. 

Main  beams  for  paddle  wheels,  of  African  oak,  sided  eighteen  inches,  and 

raided  twenty-one  inches,  secured  at  each  end  outside  with  a  large  iron 

ee  4^  inches  square  ;  the  arms  five  feet  and  six  feet  long,  with  diagonal 

ys  to  each,  of  3^inch  diameter;  also  an  iron  hanging  knee  inside  to 

:h  beam  end,  of  four  inches  square  at  the  throat,  bolted  with  1^  inch,  1^- 

di  iron  Screw-bolts  and  nuts,  as  per  drawing. 

Spring  beams,  for  the  support  of  the  paddle-shaft,  of  African  oak,  ten 

dm  sided,  and  two  feet  three  inches  deep. 

Boiler  beams — fore  and  aft  beams  for  the  boiler  and  hatch  of  cast-iron ; 

90  the  hatchway  coamings  of  cast  iron,  as  per  drawing. 

Water-ways — upper  deck  water  ways  of  African  oalc,  six  inches  thick, 

id  ten  inches  wide,  bolted  through  from  outside  with  seven-eighth  inch 

m  bolts,  and  clenched  thereon. 

Upper  deck — planks  of  3^  inch  yellow  pine,  six  inches  wide,  secured 

ith  six  inch  nails  of  Grenfeirs  patent  metal. 

Lower  deck  shelf  pieces,  to  receive  the  ends  of  the  lower-deck  beams,  of 

frican  oak  six  inches  thick,  and  fourteen  inches  wide,  let  on  the  timbers, 

id  bolted  with  seven-eighth  inch  iron  screw-bolts  and  nuts. 

Lower-deck  beams,  of  English  and  African  oak  (alternately),  sided  ten 

ches  and  moulded  ten  inches,  secured  at  each  with  two  bolts,  and  dow- 

led  to  the  shelf-pieces,  with  horizontal  iron  staple  knees  to  every  beam,  as 

I  upper  deck,  and  a  hanging-knee  to  every  other  beam. 

Lower-deck  knees  of  the  same  size  as  the  upper  deck,  and  secured  with 
neinch  and  1^  inch  iron  screw  bolts  and  nuts. 

Lower  decks,  of  three  inch  yellow  pine,  seven  inches  wide,  and  nailed 
rith  mx  inch  iron  nails. 

Counter  timbers,  of  English  oak,  sided  at  the  foot  eight  itiches,  and  at 
le  head  six  inches ;  the  side  counter  timbers  to  be  well  kneed  to  the 
Dds  of  the  wing  transom,  with  oak  knees,  the  others  to  be  scored  and  tailed 
alf  their  thickness  in  the  wing  transom,  with  a  short  timber  between  each, 
> strengthen  the  lower  counter;  to  birth  up  the  lower  counter  with  3 J 
Qch  Dantzic  pine  ;  copper  bolted  instead  of  treenails  ;  and  the  upper  part 
f  the  stern  planked  with  2^  inch,  rabbetted  ;  to  have  an  iron  strap  seven- 
ighth  inch  thick,  and  three  inches  wide  on  the  foot  of  each  counter  timber, 
9  run  down  to  the  second  transom,  well  bolted  to  each. 

TniDsom  beam,  of  English  oak  under  the  cabin  windows,  let  on  to  the 
xmnter  timbers,  and  secured  at  each  end  with  an  iron  standard  knee,  to 
unuptbe  side  live  feet,  and  along  the  transom  four  feet,  bolted  with  l^ 
nch  screw-bolts  ;  also  an  iron  knee  on  each  end  of  the  wing  transom,  to 
nn  five  feet  up  the  side,  and  put  on  the  transom,  3^  wide  by  three  inches 
hick,  bolted  with  iron  screw-bolts  of  1^  inch  diameter. 

Fbop — the  vessel  to  have  a  poop  deck  four  feet  above  the  main  deck,  as 
itf  Ibrward  as  the  after  end  of  the  boilers ;  the  deck  transom  of  English 
|ak,  sided  and  moulded  eight  inches,  with  a  rabbet  on  the  fore  part,  proper 
or  the  deck  plank,  scored  and  bolted  to  each  counter  timber  with  iron 
crew-bolts  and  nuts ;  the  outside  of  the  poop  to  be  planked  with  2^  inch 
iae;  sbelf-picces  of  four-inch  Dantzic  pine  ;  ceiling  below  the  shelf-pieces 
f  three-inch  Dantzic. 

Poop-deck  beams — every  other  beam  of  English  oak,  the  rest  of  Dantzic 
iodf  sided  seven  inches  and  moulded  six  inches,  dowelled  and  bolted  to 
be  striDgerSi  with  horizontal  staple-knees  and  screw-bolts. 
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Poop  deck  Wfiter-ways,  of  four-inch  Dantzic  pine,  bolted  through  from 
outside  with  three-fourths  inch  irons,  deck  plank  of  three  inch  yellow  pine, 
five  inches  wide,  copper  nailed,  with  wood  stanchions  of  oak,  and  niib 
round  the  poop. 

Catheads — of  En2[lisli  oak,  ten  inches  sided  and  eleven  inches  moulded, 
of  sufficient  leno^th  to  let  the  anchor  hang  clear  of  the  bow. 

Pall  bitts — of  African  oak,  fifteen  by  sixteen  inches.  Carrick  bitts,  sided 
eight  inches  and  moulded  twenty  inches. 

Windlass— of  African  oak,  witfi  an  iron  spindle  all  through,  of  four  inchcf 
square,  pallwhcel  and  palls,  with  substantial  brass  boxes  for  the  spindle- 
neckings,  with  a  patent  purchase. 

Rudder  braces — to  find  and  fix  three  pair  of  mixed  metal  braces,  3J 
inches  wide,  bolted  through  the  stern  post  and  to  each  other,  of  Lacas 
patent. 

Rudder — the  main  piece  of  English  oak,  well  grown,  so  that  the  braces 
may  not  weaken  it ;  the  other  fitting-up  of  pine,  all  well  put  together,  and 
bolted  with  Grcnfell's  patent  metal,  every  three  feet,  with  one-inch  bolls; 
the  main  piece  to  be  sixteen  inches  diameter. 

Mast  partners,  steps  and  bowsprit,  heel  bitts. 

Paddle-boxes — the  king  post  of  African  oak,  six  inches  by  ten  inches 
wide  ;  diagonals  of  African  oak,  four  inches  by  nine  inches,  all  well  kneed 
to  the  spring-beams  ;  also  two  bolts  of  1;J-  inch  iron,  drove  up  through  the 
spring  beams,  secured  with  a  nut  on  the  diagonals  ;  the  rim  pieces  ef  En- 
glish oak,  five  inches  sqiaare,  planked  up  to  the  rail  with  three-inch  Dantzic 
pine,  and  above  with  2\  inch,  with  flappers  on  the  top,  and  also  before  and 
abaft,  so  as  to  allow  a  heavy  sea  to  escape. 

Cutwater  well  secured  to  the  bows  by  two  wood  cheeks,  headrailsand 
supporters,  handsomely  wrought,  with  a  neat  carved  bust  or  demi-figure. 

Stern — to  build  a  handsome  stern  and  quarter  galleries,  with  carved  taff- 
rail  and  moulding,  finished  in  the  lightest  manner  possible,  agreeable  to  a 
vessel  of  her  class  ;  also  sham  quarter  galleries. 

Waiste,  from  forward  to  the  poop,  of  1^  inch  pine,  six  inches  wide. 

Calking — the  vessel  to  be  well  and  carefully  calked  all  outside  witk 
oakum,  picked  out  of  good  junk,  and  payed  with  pitch  up  to  load  witei- 
mark ;  above  load  water  mark,  to  be  payed  with  white  lead  and  putty ;  ita 
upper  and  lower  decks  also  carefully  calked  and  payed  with  pirch. 

Joiner's  work — the  vessel  to  be  planed  outside  down  to  the  sbeathinff 
copper,  between  decks  and  under  side  of  main  deck  ;  also  the  beama^  thdP 
pieces,  &c. 

Forecastle,  fitted  up  with  berths  for  the  seamen,  with  a  bulkhead.aithe 
aft  part;  two  houses  before  the  paddle-boxes  for  the  lights,  and  store-icomi 
QU  deck  and  the  deck  work  in  general. 

Painters  to  paint  the  vessel  from  the  copper,  up,  outside  and  all  the  deck 
work,  with  three  coats  of  oil  colors :  also  the  forecastle  and  berths  witk 
three  coats  ;  all  the  main  deck  scuppers  of  lead,  with  sheet  lead  under  ihi 
bowsprit  and  hawsepipes. 

Masts— one  entire  set  of  masts  and  spars. 

Boats — two  bouts,  copper-fastoiiod  and  painted,  with  iron  quarter  davilt 
and  blocks. 

Insurance — the  vessel  to  be  insured  while  building,  and  delivered  «afl 
afloat. 


49  [  241  ] 

Solid  frames  for  bulkheads — the  frame  timbers  to  be  made  solid  and 
watertight,  three  feet  wide  (at  each  iron  bulkhead)  up  the  sides  to  the 
pper  deck,  each  joint  to  have  felt  l)etween,  also  felt  on  the  out  and  inside 
r  the  frames  before  the  planks  are  wrought,  so  that  the  vessel  may  be 
ifided  into  Jive  water-tight  compartments,  by  four  iron  bulkheads. 

Station  for  the  water-tight  bulkheads — the  first  bulkhead  will  be  about 
le  aft  part  of  the  forecastle,  the  second  at  the  fore  part  of  the  engines,  the 
lird  at  the  after  end  of  the  boilers,  and  the  fourth  bulkhead  at  the  fore  part 
f  the  water  tank,  which  lank  will  be  placed  close ^aft. 

These  iron  bulkheads,  and  the  four  longitudinal  iron  boltsfays,  under 
Qain  deck,  may  be  provided  by  builder  or  owner  ;  the  attaching  them  to 
tie  Tessel  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  builder. 

All  the  materials  to  be  of  the  very  best  quality,  and  put  together  in  a 
ood^  substantial,  and  workmanlike  manner. 

The  whole  of  the  above  work  to  be  carried  on  under  the  free  inspection 
dd  superintendence  of  a  competent  individual,  appointed  by  the  owners^ 
» secure  due  attention  to  all  the  details. 


Liverpool. 


C.  W.  WILL 


)»  the  importance  of  building  steamvesseh  to  a  detailed  9])eciJicalion. — 
By  C.  W.  WilliamSj  Esq.^  Liverpool. 

Gentlemen  :  In  my  former  communication.  I  omitted  stating  the  cost 
f  those  improvements  and  additional  strengthenings  which  I  have  recom* 
Koded  on  the  experience  of  the  Dublin  Steam  Company,  arising  out  of  the 
uilding,  overliauling,  repairing,  general  maintenance  and  employment  of 
icir  numerous  sleamvessels,  during  fifteen  years.  That  I  may  enable 
on  to  appreciate  the  value  and  effect  of  such  of  those  improvements  as 
Mild  not  be  intelligible  by  mere  description,  I  now  send  you  a  few  hastily 
repared  diagrams  ;  sufficiently  accurate,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
laining  the  construction  of  the  hanging-knees^  staple  knees,  garhoard- 
Irakfj  solid  flooring,  and  longitudinal  iron  holtstays,  referred  to  in  the 
pecification  before  sent.  To  these  (when  we  come  to  estimate  the  extra 
xpense  of  a  vessel  constructed  under  such  a  specification,  beyond  what  is 
saal  under  ordinary  contracts,  unless  specially  required  and  paid  for)  may 
e  added  the  following.  Viz  :  the  adoption  of  copper  ragged  dumps  or  holls^ 
epper  or  composition  bolts,  nuts,  washers,  and  screios,  in  place  of  %oooden 
reeMailSf  which  are  entirely  dispensed  with  ;  the  substitution  of  oak  in 
iaee  of  pine  in  many  parts  ;  the  additional  size  and  number  of  the  ^^  thick 
tyjp*  pieces  ;  additional  scantling,  lengths,  numbers  and  boltings  of  the 
itter  kelsons,  and  sleepers;  the  adoption  of  deck  beams  Ihrousrhout;  re- 
nting entirely  the  prmciple  of  ^^carfings  f  iron  deck,  and  hoi/ er  beams^ 
ad  iron-deck  plates,  in  place  of  timber,  in  the  required  places ;  improved 
odder  principle  and  fastenings  ;  iron  coamings,  <fcc.,  in  place  of  timber  ; 
Hitertight  iron-plate  bulkheads,  with  solid  framing  in  the  wake  of  each 
Qlkheeid;  the  preparing  the  timber  by  Kyan's  or  other  principle;  with 
her  extra  work,  as  stated  in  the  specification.  The  additional  cost  in  thi 
rice  of  a  steamvessel,  say  of  600  tons,  by  ihe  adipiiou  of  the  items  abora 
naoieratedy  has  been  estimated  at  3^  IOj.  per  ton,  builder's  measureoieal; 
4 
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You  will  observe,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  stating  that  all  these 
ilGms  are  add  if  Ion  alio  whixi  has  been  adopted  by  others;  many  of  them 
are  now  iiiirodiictd  by  shipbuilders  ;  others  of  them  by  special  ac^reemeut, 
and  paid  for  sepiiralcly,  as  not  being  included  in  the  " rate  per  ton,"  at 
which  they  calculated  ihe  vessel  to  bo  built.  Others  again  arc  adopted,  as 
ior  instance,  iron-knees,  yet  not  with  the  same  numlxjr,  strength,  accuracy 
of  work,  or  number  and  character  of  bollinirs ;  but  which  would  be 
adopted,  if  required,  and  paid  (or  as  extra.  In  fact,  the  not  adopting  such 
improveuienls  and  adJitional  faslonitjors  cannot  be  set  down  as  deficiencies 
or  omisiiions  on  i!:(j  part  of  the  builder,  inasmuch  as  they  are  still  consid- 
ered as  extras,  and  are  not  inchided  in  the  ordinary  quantity  of  work  to  be 
done,  when  a  given  r.ite  per  ton  is  staied  as  the  builder's  price. 

The  mere  eiuimcratiou  alone  of  so  much  additional  work,  and  which 
may  be  modified  or  evon  oiuittcd  without  any  imputation  on  the  buildefj  is 
sutiicient  to  show  the  utter  fallacy,  and  even  risk,  arising  out  of  the  cnstom 
of  merely  c:dhiig  for  lenders,  bi/  ihe  ton,  from  shipbuilders,  and  then  laying 
those  ttMjders  tor  deci.>ion  before  a  nunjber  of  gentlemen  sitting  in  coniDUl- 
tee,  and  who  necessarily  must  be  ii^norant  of  the  vagueness  of  their  pro- 
ceedings on  the  details  of  shipbuilding ;  and  of  the  comparative  cost, 
necessity,  or  importance;  of  the  several  items  wliich  may  or  may  not  be 
included  in  those  tenders.  Tenders  are  thus  taken  into  consideration 
without  any  specijica/ion  whatever,  and  not  unfrequenlly  before  the  length, 
depth  or  breadth  of  the  vessel  has  been  determined  upon.  Such  a  proceBd- 
ing,  tliough  of  every  days  occiurence,  may  not  inaptly  he  compared  to  (bat 
of  requiring  an  architect  to  give  a  tender  for  building  a  house,  without  any 
further  particulars  than  that^^all  the  materials  were  to  be  of  the  best  de- 
scription, and  all  put  together  in  the  most  workmanlike  manner,"  and  that 
the  dimensions  were  to  be  so  many  feet  deep,  so  many  in  front,  and  so 
many  in  height. 

In  the  case  of  tenders  being  .sent  in  for  building  a  steamvessel,  and  the 
character  of  the  builder  offering  the  lowest  tender,  by  the  ton,  being  «• 
spectable,  such  tender,  as  a  matter  of  course,  is  accepted,  the  comniittee  of 
owners  having  no  other  possible  mode  of  testing  the  merits  of  the  rcspectife 
tenders ;  yet  the  diflercnces  between  the  several  modes  of  building  and 
fastening  a  large  steamer,  which  even  respectable  builders  would  adopt  or 
think  sufficient,  are  greater  than  have  hitherto  been  even  thought  possibki 
when  we  take  into  consideration  seaworthiness,  strength,  and  durability. 

It  were  invidious  to  allude  to  parties  by  name  ;  but  the  fact  is  within  my 
own  knowledge  of  a  tender  having  been  accepted  for  building  a  steamves- 
sel, merely  because  it  was  os,  per  ton  less  tlian  that  of  rival  tenders,  alttiough 
the  builder  wtis  wholly  inexperienced  in  the  construction  of  such  si» 
fiteamvessels,  and  knew  nothing  of.  and  did  not  adopt,  any  of  those  peculiar 
modes  of  putting  together  and  fastening,  which  would  have  influenced  the 
price  more  than  ten  times  the  difference  which  decided  the  question. 

This  can  only  be  remedied  by  furnishing  such  detailed  specifications  to 
the  shipbuilders  as  would  be  done  in  the  case  of  contracts  for  public  build' 
ings  on  land  ;  and  when  we  consider  that  one  great  object  of  a  sfcamvesii 
is  to  provide  saje  and  speed  1/  conveyance  for  Unman  beinffs^  and  that  tens 
of  thousands  of  pounds  nuist  be  spent  \\\ym  her  hull,  fittings,  and  ma- 
chinery, in  order  to  attain  that  object,  surely  there  is  greater  reason  why* 
specification  %\\o\\\&  be  furnished  for  its  construction,  than  for  that  of  a  house 
or  a  cottage.  The  same  remarks  apply  with  equal  truth  and  force  to  tho 
engines,  boilers,  and  machinery. 
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"Wilh  the  view  of  aiding  in  this  essential  work,  by  which  steam  naviga- 
itx  will  hereafter  be  benefited  as  iTiucli  perhaps  as  by  any  scientific  ais- 
▼eries  yet  in  store,  and  wilh  the  view  of  promoting:  the  objects  of  your 
mmission,  I  have  ventured  to  present  a  specijiratioji  for  the  hull,  inclu* 
ng  those  additional  matters  which  the  present  state  of  steamship  building 
kS  sanctioned. 

1  have  stated  that  this  spocificrftion  is  not  presented  as  perfect,  or  as  an 
lerring  or  fixed  standard  ;  quite  the  reverse :  it  is  but  the  beginning  of 
bat,  in  my  estimation,  will  hercaiier  become  the  best  guarantee  to  the 
ibUc  and  tlie  owners,  and  prevent  steam  companies  Irom  being  blindly 
d  into  the  construction  of  sicamvesscls  on  faulty  principles,  or  of  insuffi- 
lent  strength  ;  and  it  supplies  some  standard  by  which  the  public  may  be 
uided  in  its  choice  of  steam  conveyance,  rather  than  by  the  gildings^ 
oihie  monldwgSj  mirrors^  jmiutinsi-s,  and  other  aUraclions  lavished  ow 
le  cabins  of  (he  advertised  "splendid  and  noble  vessel,"  to  the  neg- 
ct  of  the  manner  in  which  the  frame  is  put  together  and  strengthened,  and 
pon  which  the  safety  of  the  vessel  depends.  In  the  preliminary  arrange- 
lents  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  or  a  building  we  employ  a  civil 
iglineer  or  architect,  and  wisely  separate  these  departments  from  that  of 
^ntractor.  Why  should  not  ihe  same  principle  obtain  when  we  would 
instruct  a  steamship,  whose  cost  will  perhaps  amount  to  50,000/.?  Assur- 
ily  it  is  as  requisite  ;  for  there  is  as  as  essential  a  difference  between  the 
aval  architect  or  engineer,  and  the  shipbuilder — between  the  skill  which 
(TOjecls  and  adapts,  and  that  of  workmanlike  perfection  and  business-like 
Kmesty,  in  the  confitruclion  of  steamvessels — as  in  the  abovecited  case ; 
ind  it  unfortunately  happens,  for  want  of  this  division  of  employments,  that 
between  what  steamvessels  ought  to  be,  and  what  they  are,  in  respect  of 
ecority,  there  exists  as  great  a  difference  as  between  the  solidity  of  Lon- 
lon  bridge  and  that  of  a  county  job. 

Id  steamvessels,  the  public  are  accustomed  to  look  to  speed  and  cabin 
ittractions  alone  ;  and  think  no  more  of  the  strength  or  sufficiency  of  the 
Hill,  engines,  and  boilers,  than  people  do  of  the  walls  of  a  theatre  when 
hey  enter  it.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Government,  or  of  the  laws,  to  pro-' 
Pide  lor  the  public  security,  and  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  It  is 
be  real  interest  of  steamvessel  companies  or  proprietors  to  build  substan- 
iai  and  thoroughly  seaworthy  ships,  and  to  enlist  the  highest  professional 
ikill  in  their  construction.  This  can  only  bo  secured  by  the  separation  ol 
he  duties  above  defined ;  and  it  will  provide  the  best  guarantee  for  the 
»fety  of  the  public,  whose  lives  are  now  too  often  jeoparded  by  the  cu- 
pidily  or  ignorance  of  owners  or  builders.  In  working  out  this  desirable 
ebange,  the  labors  of  your  commission  cannot  but  be  of  advantage;  as,  if 
Ibey  do  not  at  once  provide  a  substantial  remedy,  they  will  open  the  eyes 
)f  the  owners  and  the  public,  and  ultimately  lead  to  w*hat  is  aesirable  and 
practicable. 

I  have.  <kc., 

C.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

Habcb  30, 1839. 


On  iron  watertight  bulkheads.— By  C.  W.  IVUliams,  Esq,^  Liverpool. 

A  desire  to  lessen  or  pmvcnt  those  accidents  to  which  ships  are  liable  at 
M,  has  long  engaged  the  labors  and  attention  of  humane  and  scientific 
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men  ;  and,  when  we  consider  the  fragile  nature  of  a  ship  as  compared  with 
the  tremendous  force  of  the  sea.  and  tiiat  a  single  plank  is  all  that  is  inter- 
posed between  that  element  and  those  on  board,  we  are  tempted  to  express 
our  astonishment,  not  that  so  few  vessels  are  lost,  but  that  so  many  escape. 

The  casualties  to  which  ships,  particularly  steamships,  are  liable,  arise, 
for  the  most  part,  first,  from  striking  aofainst  or  coming  in  forcible  contact 
with  rocks,  or  such  solid  bodies  as  would  injure  the  framework  of  the  ves- 
sel ;  and,  secondly,  from  accidental  collision  with  other  vessels,  by  which 
some  part  of  one  or  both  vessels  become  so  dam:igcd  as  to  admit  the  water 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  overcome  the  power  of  the  crews  to  pump  it  out 

Ingenious  men  have  endeavored  to  devise  expedients  for  lessening  the 
risk  consequent  on  such  damage.  Among  these  was  the  introduction  of 
air-tight  tubes  to  such  an  extent  as,  in  case  the  body  oi  the  vessel  beiDg 
filled  with  water,  should  give  it  so  large  a  buoyant  power  as  to  keep  the 
vessel  afloat.  A  patent  whs  obtained  for  this  invention,  and  an  ingenioos 
tract  published,  demonstrating  the  protection  which  a  given  number  of 
tubes,  distributed  throughout  the  vessel,  would  afford.  It  docs  not  appetr, 
however,  that  the  practicability  of  stowing  away  a  sutiicient  quantity  of 
those  tubes,  or  air-vessels,  was  ever  tested  in  practice,  or  that  a  vessel  of 
any  magnitude  was  so  fitted  as  to  demonstrate  its  utility. 

That  any  expedient  shall  be  discovered  which  will  prevent  the  irruption 
of  the  water  to  an  extent  beyond  what  may  be  within  the  power  of  men 
and  pumps  to  expel,  is  a  hopeless  case.  Even  in  the  event  of  running 
on  an  anchor  or  other  body  which  should  break  any  part  of  the  ship^  bot- 
tom or  side,  or  of  a  single  plank  starting,  the  extent  of  the  injury  woaU 
most  likely  be  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  keep  the  vessel  afloat  by 
human  power.     It  occurred  to  nie,  that  the  only  practicable  expedients 

Ereventing  the  sinking  or  actual  submersion  of  the  entire  vessel  would  be, 
y  confining  the  ellect  of  the  injury  sjistaincd  to  that  portion  or  section  of 
the  vessel  in  which  the  injury  occurred  ;  and  this  is  the  basis  of  the  plan  I 
am  now  to  submit. 

Hitherto,  nothing  has  been  attempted  which  could  prevent  the  water, in 
case  of  its  breaking  in,  from  collision  or  other  causes,  from  passing  at  tmtiB 
ihrotighoul  tht  entire  body  of  the  vessel :  and  hero  lies  the  great  source  of 
danger,  particularly  in  steamvessels,  as  the  fires,  being  at  the  lowest  part 
of  the  hull,  arc  sooncrt  allected  by  tlie  water  ;  and  tlie  chances  of  escape, 
by  being  expeditiously  n;n  on  .shore,  ore  thus  lost.  Indeed,  in  steamves- 
sels, the  mere  circumstance  of  derangement  to  any  of  those  pipes,  or  con- 
nexions between  the  interior  and  exterior,  for  the  necessary  introduction 
and  expulsion  of  water  from  the  engine  and  boiler,  havo  often  caused  the 
most  serious  results.  In  one  instance,  the  casual  introduction  of  a  pieoaof 
seaweed  under  the  valve  of  the  bilge  water-pump  of  a  steamvessel,  cansed 
it  to  fill  nearly  to  sinking.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  those  casualtieSi 
which  too  often  end  in  the  sinking  of  a  steamer,  are  local  in  their  origin, 
and  allect  but  a  small  portion  of  the  vessel,  and  that  the  water  admitted  is 
often  of  so  small  an  extent  as  to  be  almost  within  the  power  of  the  pumpSi 
it  will  at  onco  suggest  the  importance  and  the  cfliciency  of  the  protection, 
by  confining  the  water  to  that  section  of  the  vessel  which  has  sustained  the 
injury. 

The  plan  of  dividing  the  vessel's  hull  into  sections,  each  of  which  should 
bo  completely  water-tight,  has,  we  are  told,  been  practised  by  the  Chineifr 
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in  their  trade-barges,  the  several  water  tiVht  compartments  being  under  lock 
and  key,  and  npproprinted  to  separate  shippers. 

This  mode  of  giving  security  first  occurred  to  me  on  building;  the  iron 
steamer  the  "  Garryowen"  (now  plying  on  the  Shannon,  at  Limerick),  and 
the  trade-barges  which  the  Dublin  Company's  steamers  tow  on  that  river. 
Where  the  hull  was  ofiron,asin  the  "  Garryowen,"  the  introduction  of  iron 
plate  bulkheads  was  easy  and  effective ;  and,  independently  of  the  great 
strength  afforded  by  this  internal  and  sectional  bridging  (as  it  may  be  called), 
these  sections  were  as  susceptible  of  being  made  water  tight  as  the  vessd 
itself. 

Experience  has  proved  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  timber  partition  or 
bolklmd  water-tight,  or  at  least  that  it  should  continue  so.  The  heat  of 
the  vessel  is  sufficient  to  cause  such  a  shrinking  in  a  partition  of  timber 
planking,  as  to  render  it  wholly  useless  in  preventing  water  from  passing. 
Iion-plate  partitions,  however,  possess  ail  the  requisites  for  this  effectual 
divisioo  of  the  vessel  into  so  many  water  ti^ht  compartments.  Their  mtro* 
daction  into  timber  built  ships  appeared,  then,  an  important  desideratum. 
Ilan^  objections  were,  however,  started.  Men  do  not  like  to  be  put  out  of 
their  way;  and,  indeed,  a  plan  which  should  prevent  ships  founderinfi;  at 
sea  was,  at  least,  not  likely  to  find  much  favor  in  the  eyes  of  shipbuilders. 

The  only  parts  where  wnter  could  pass  from  any  one  section,  when  filled, 
to  another  section  not  so  filled,  would  be,  not  through  the  iron  partitions, 
but  at  tlie  sides  and  bottom  of  the  vessel,  where  they  came  in  connexion 
with  the  frame  and  planking  of  the  vessel.  The  preventing  the  water  from 
pMing  in  this  direction  is  effected  by  very  simple  means,  viz:  by  making 
this  part  of  the  vessel  solid,  that  is,  williout  those  rooms  or  spaces  which 
inlenrene  between  the  frames  of  the  vessel.  This  solid  framing  should  ex- 
tend to  18  inches  before  and  after  each  partition.  The  mode  of  effecting 
this  is  familiar  to  all  shipbuilders.  The  introduction  of  hairfelt  between 
this  solid  framing  and  the  planking  on  the  outside,  and  the  ceiling  on  the 
insuie,  completes  the  operation  ;  the  plate  iron  forming  the  partition  having 
proper  diagonal  stays  to  give  it  strcnortli,  and  being  connected  at  the  sides 
and  bottom  with  angle  iron,  accurately  fitted  to  the  shape  of  the  vessel,  pai- 
ticolarly  in  passing  over  the  kelsons. 

The  practicability  of  making  these  water  tight  iron  bulkheads  being 
establistied,  the  next  consideration  was  the  number  that  would  be  required 
«nd  their  most  eligible  position.  A  prl/nd  facie  view  of  the  case  would 
toggest  the  greatest  possible  number  of  divisions ;  certainly  the  more  numer- 
OQsihe  partitions  are  the  more  complete  would  be  the  protection  afforded, 
and  (he  more  the  risk  of  foundering  diminished.  The  only  considerations 
which  restrict  their  number  are,  1st,  the  inconvenience  they  create  by  pre- 
venting friHJ  access  from  one  part  of  tho  vessel  to  the  other  under  deck, 
the  access  to  each  being  then,  necessarily,  from  deck;  2d,  the  weight  of 
these  iron  bulkheads,  and  the  additional  timber  required  to  make  the  vessel 
solid  at  the  place  of  junction  ;  3d,  the  expense. 

In  considering  the  number  and  situation  of  these  bulkheads,  I  v/ill  exam- 
ine the  advanta^s  and  disadvantai^es  of  each. 

Let  ns  consider  the  case  of  a  vessel  of  the  largest  class,  say  160  feet  long, 
divided  by  a  single  bulkhead  into  two  equal  divisions.  It  will  not  be  neces- 
suyto  dwell  on  the  inefficiency  of  such  a  division.  Any  leak  or  break 
muHt  inevitably  cause  the  filling  of  one-half  of  the  vessel.  The  result  wonld 
be,  that  either  the  vessel  would  be  in  danger  of  going  down  end  foremost,  or 
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would  be  in  such  a  position  that  it  could  not  resist  a  heavy  sea.  At  all 
events,  in  that  situation  ihc  engine  would  be  useless,  as  the  boiler  could  not 
be  worked  with  the  water  driven  to  one  end. 

Let  us  next  consider  the  otfect  of  placing  two  such  bulkheads,  and  thus 
dividing  the  vessel  into  three  equal  or  unequal  sections.  In  some  respects 
this  would  be  a  favorable  arrangement,  as  any  two  sections  would  effect> 
ually  keep  the  vessel  afloat  The  inconvenience  of  such  a  division  is,  that 
incase  of  a  vessel  being  run  foul  of  at  tlic  inters^ection  of  either  partiiioD, 
two-thirds  of  the  vessel  being  possibly  filled  with  water,  the  centreof  gravilr 
would  be  thrown  so  n)uch  to  the  one  end  as  to  render  the  vessel  unsafe  in 
case  of  a  heavy  sea. 

I^t  us  next  consider  tlic  dividing:  the  vessel  into  four  sections  by  three 
bulkheads.  This  arrangement  would  answer  ail  the  ends  of  protection,  bat 
an  insurmountable  objection  here  presents  itself.  The  machinery  would 
theii  be  divided,  as  one  of  the  partitions,  the  centre  one,  would  necessarily 
fall  in  somewhere  between  the  engine  and  the  boiler  ;  and,  considering  tte 
connecting  tulxjs,  and  other  circumstances  which  render  a  free  imion  b^ 
tween  the  boiler  and  the  engine  departments  absolutely  essential,  this  ar- 
rangement is  out  of  the  question. 

We  come  next  to  the  division  of  the  vessel  into  five  sections,  by  meaBS 
of  four  bulkheads.  This  arrangement  1  consider  wholly  unexceptionable. 
Besides,  this  division  fell  so  wellin  with  the  business  of  the  several  parts  of 
4he  vessel  as  to  give  it  at  once  precedence.  The  centre  section  would  then 
be  occupied  by  the  engine,  boiler,  and  coal  bunkers,  thus  detaching  them 
entirely  from  all  other  parts  oi  the  vessel.  The  sections  No.;.  2  and  4, 
would  be  the  fore  and  after  holds,  or,  in  case  of  passengers'  vessels,  the  fore 
and  after  cabins ;  and  the  two  remaining  sections,  at  the  bow  and  stem, 
need  not  be  as  high  as  the  main-deck,  as  the  water  never  could  rise  within 
several  feet  of  the  same. 

Here,  then,  we  provide  an  eflTectual  remedy  against  the  casualties  attend- 
ing on  a  vessel  coming  into  collision  with  another.  It  may  snfely  be  said, 
that  unless  the  water  break  into  the  vessel  in  all  its  sections  at  the  same 
time  (and  which  may  be  considered  impossible),  there  can  be  no  danjser  of 
submersion ;  and  experience  has  proved,  that  a  very  small  addition  of 
buoyancy  would  prevent  a  vessel  from  sinkin^r  after  it  had  been  so  imnoencd 
that  the  deck  was  on  a  level  with  the  burface  of  the  sea.  Now,  this  im- 
provement in  the  construction  of  frtoamers  is  not  brought  forward  as  an 
ingenious  theory,  or  a  matter  of  unascertained  efficiency;  I  merely  sub* 
mit  for  general  information,  what  in  practice  is  adopted  by  the  Dublin  Coni- 
pany  at  this  moment  in  all  their  lately  constructed  steamvessels.  to  give 
security  to  the  public,  and  protect  their  own  property  from  casualty  or  loss. 

The  model  [furnished  with  partitions  on  the  plan  recommended]  is  illns* 
trative  of  what  may  be  seen  in  several  of  their  vessels  now  at  work,  the 
"Garryowen,"  the  «'City  of  Limerick,"  the  ^^Athlonc?,"  and  the  "Royal 
William,"  and  also  in  five  other  vessels  recently  built  by  the  Company,  the 
«  Royal  Adelaide,"  the  *•  Ciueen  Victoria,"  the  *•  Duchess  of  Kent,"  the 
*•  Prince,"  and  the  ••  Princess,"  now  getting  their  engines  on  lioard. 

For  teiJtinsr  the  efficiency  of  these  bulkheads,  and  that  I  might  assure  the 
members  of  the  British  Association,  when  in  Liverpool,  of  their  having 
itood  the  necessary  proof,  and  teing  practically  as  efficient  as  they  wei« 
flatitfactnry  in  theory,  I  caused  the  plan  to  be  experimentally  tested  ill  tin 
new  vessel,  the  "  Royal  Adelaide,"  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  of  the 
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Asssociation.  I  first  caused  this  vessel  to  be  bored,  and  the  water  lo  flow 
freely  into  section  1,  at  the  bow  end.  When  so  filled  that  the  water  re- 
mained at  the  same  level  outside  and  inside  the  section,  it  depressed  tlie 
vessel  six  inches  at  the  bow,  raisinor  the  stern  about  two  inches.  Having 
the  water  pumped  out.  I  then  had  tlie  next  bow  section  filled  (No.  2).  This 
depressed  tlie  bow  12  inches,  without  perceptibly  raisins:  the  stern  end. 
The  vessel  was  then  in  the  situation  of  one  in'  which  collision  had  taken 
place.  For  accuracy's  sake,  I  here  state,  that  the  bow  and  stern  sections  are 
each  16  feet  long  ;  the  two  next,  35  feet  long  each  ;  and  the  centre,  or  en- 
gine section,  58  feet,  making  in  the  whole  ItiO  feet. 

The  fact  of  buoyancy,  then,  not  admitting  of  a  doubt,  the  whole  question 
of  eflSciency  turns  on  the  practicability  of  making  those  bulkheads  water- 
tight; this,  then,  has  been  tested  hi  so  s:itisfactory  a  manner  that  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  affirm,  that,  had  the  "Apollo,"  the  vessel  run  into  and  sunk  by  the 
•Monarch,"  on  the  Thames,  or  the  Bristol  packet  the  "Albion,"  run  on  the 
rocks  in  Jack^s  sound,  near  Milford,  and  many  other  stcamvessels,  been  ap- 
pointed with  those  water-tight  iron  partitions,  no  risk  of  life  would  have 
occurred,  and  the  vessels  would  have  remained  afloat. 

With  respect  to  the  additional  weight  and  expense  of  those  iron  bulk- 
heads, I  would  observe,  that,  compared  with  their  importance  and  the  seen- 
Tity  they  afford,  they  are  comparatively  insignificant.  The  bulkheads  on 
board  the  "  Royal  William"  and  the  "  Athlone"  cost  290/.  each  vessel ;  and 
the  additional  timber  required  in  the  solid  framing  must  be  trifling. 

Considering,  then,  how  deeply  the  public  are  interested  in  the  progress 
and  improvement  of  steam  navigation,  and  the  rapid  strides  it  is  making  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  the  multiplication  of  the  risks  of  collision  conse- 
qaent  on  that  increase,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  a  legitimate  object  for 
the  interference  of  Parliament.  Can  any  rational  or  humane  mind  con- 
template the  consequences  of  a  collision  between  two  vessels,  and  the  loss 
of  life  that  may  ensue,  and  not  admit  that  they  who  build  a  vessel  hereafter 
and  neglect  such  precautions,  undertake  a  res])onsibility  of  the  most  awful 
nature?  Had  I  the  power,  1  would  enforce  this  protection  by  law.  AU 
vessels,  especially  such  as  shall  hereafter  be  built  expressly  for  the  convey-^ 
ance  of  passengers,  should  have  a  license,  granted  on  inspection  and  before 
Te^stration,  certifying  the  insertion  of  those  or  other  equivalent  preventives 
against  sinking. 

Having  considered  the  protection  afforded  by  these  water-tight  bulk- 
heads in  case  of  collision,  I  will  now  observe  on  the  other  and  perhaps  not 
less  imix)rtant  advantage  they  afford,  namely,  as  a  protection  against  fire. 
In  this  case,  the  circumstance  of  any  part  of  the  vessel  taking  fire  is  followed 
by  the  same  evil  as  in  that  of  the  irruption  of  water  on  collision,  namely, 
its  irresistible  transmission  at  once  through  all  parts  of  the  vessel.  An  in- 
stance of  this  calamity  occurred  recently  to  the  steamer  the  "Medway,"  on 
ihe  river  Thames,  where  the  only  resource  that  remained  to  the  numerous 
passengers,  was  the  confining  themselves  to  that  part  of  the  deck  most  dis- 
tant from  the  fire  (and,  fortunately,  in  that  instance  most  favorable  as  to 
wind),  until  the  vessel  was  run  ashore.  Now,  the  circumstance  of  these 
bolkheads  being  air-ti^ht,  as  they  necessarily  are,  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  preventing  the  spread  of  flames,  as  they  effectually  prevent 
the  introduction  of  any  draught  or  current  of  air,  so  much  to  be  dreaded  in 
wach  cases  where  the  materials  are  go  combustible.  Again,  in  extinguishing 
Ae  fire  in  the  section  in  which  it  originated,  the  crew  would  be  enabled  to 
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vr  ^c'lnr,-.     Tlie  fire,  being  prevented  spreading  later- 

•ift^       -s:rv5tf  upward  lowards  the  deck,  and  which  will  be 

...;•..■..   .  :•::  altogether  checked,  by  iho  absence  of  all  cur- 

..iv\**:h    vcijscl.     Indeed,  it  is q".estio?]able  whether 

.    ...  .  .  :.:o  hatches  over  the  section  would  not  at  once  ex- 

.  .    ,.:.;:  vessels  so  appointed  may,  with  groat  propriety,  be 

^  >.     Tiie  plan  is  not  restricted  by  any  patent,  and  all  nie 

•.  i  I  expect  hereafter  to  see  this  principle  so  adopted  and 

*    security  of  stcamvessels  will  keep  pace  with  that  greater 

.^;on  to  which  they  seem  destined. 

C.  W.  WILLIAMS. 


»'>s.  s.  Mlfso?!,  iMilcrcsty  and  RiisscU^  shipbuilders,  Liverpool, 

4  r::omas  Wilson  (of  the  lirni  of  \V.  &  T.  Wilson),  Mr.  Milcrcst,  and 
H'  \N  .  :on  Wood  Russell,  eminent  shipbuilders  in  Liverpool,  recapitulated 
>8,  c:a.  o:'  the  losses  of  steamvesscls  which  had  occurred  within  their  knowl- 
iC^v.  They  attribute  the  loss  of  the  "  Erin,"  from  London  to  Belfast,  in 
i:\\u  measure  to  her  breadlh  of  sponsins  (or  overhanginir  of  the  sides), a 
!:\\:c*  of  construction  not  now  practised  by  judicious  builders.  The  "  Roth- 
5s»v  Castle,"  lost  near  Hcaumaris,  was  also  too  much  overhung;  had  been 
rnili  in  the  Clyde,  and  used  orioiiialiy  as  a  river  boat.  'J'hey  remarked, 
that  no  one  accjuainted  with  her  state  would  have  sailed  in  her;  and  it  is 
too  lVe(|uentIy  the  case  that  such  vessels,  after  havijig  run  several  years, 
are  bought  and  used  as  seabojits  on  other  stations,  where  their  condition 
and  insulliciency  arc  unknown. 

Collisions  are  frrijuent,  many  lives  lost,  and  immense  damage  done  to 
property  and  vessels  of  all  kinds  for  want  of  a  universal  code  of  night-sig- 
nals, and  the  observance  of  a  general  rule  of  the  mad.  The  custom  at 
Liverpool  is,  in  meeting,  for  each  vessel  to  stari>oard  her  helm,  and  in  Lon- 
don to  port  it.  Hence  arose  the  violent  collision  between  the  "Royal  Wil- 
liam" and  *-'l'agus''  steamers.  The  first  received  the  greatest  shock;  but 
from  being  divided  into  water-tight  eompartmenis,  though  the  forward  one 
filled,  she  was  saved.     Messrs.  \V.  &,  T.  Wilson  built  and  repaired  her. 

Fires  have  been  fretjuent  from  the  iirnition  of  eor.ls  through  carelessness, 
and  several  cases  hav(?  occurred  which  are  attributed  to  llie  spontaneous 
combustion  of  coals.  This  arises  chiefly  from  the  coal-bunkers  or  boxes 
not  being  swept  cleati  often  enough  ;  coal  dust  gets  into  the  bilge,  and  lies 
there  in  the  damp  and  warmth  till  it  takes  fire. 

The  river  steamers,  in  particular,  are  ill  jtrovided  with  eflicicnt  safety- 
valves,  as  they  usually  have  but  one,  and  that  jjlaced  on  deck  accessible  to 
the  engine  men  and  i)assengcrs,  and  loaded  with  v/eights  without  rule. 
They  advise  that  all  vessels  (steamers)  should  be  compelled  to  be  supplied 
with  two  safcty-viilves,  weighted  in  the  inside,  and  so  constructed  that  il 
should  not  be  in  the  jnnver  of  the  engineer  to  put  additional  weight  on  them, 
when  steam  is  up,  but  capable  of  being  opened  at  pleasure  for  letting  off  the 
steam;  also  to  have  two  common  gaiige-eocks  and  one  glass  water-gauge 
to  each  compartment  of  the  boilers.  By  having  two  or  more  safety-valves, 
should  one  get  gn^ired  the  other  would  let  ofl'  the  steam  when  above  the 
proper  pressure.     The  engine-men  commonly,  on  starting  from  the  pier- 
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mdyload  the  valve  unduly,  in  order  to  beat  each  other  in  speed,  whence 
iYeral  accidents  have  arisen.  These  men  not  unfrequently  sit  on  the 
dghts  to  keep  tlie  steam  from  blowing  off.  An  Ellesmere  steamer  blew 
7  some  years  since  in  consequence  of  overloading  the  valve  before  starting, 

order  to  race  another  vessel.  The  explosion  took  place  as  she  was  cast- 
ig  off,  and  many  persons  were  killed. 

Some  of  the  companies  (the  City  of  Dublin  and  St.  George's)  adopt  the 
laccessible  valve  in  sea-going  steamers. 

Biver  steamers  are  also  generally  deficient  in  water  and  pressure  gauges. 
'he  boilers  of  the  "Victory"  (small  steamer)  were  burnt  from  being  short 
f  water,  and  a  collapse  of  the  exterior  shell  took  place. 

They  expressed  their  opinion  that  public  security  would  be  greatly  pro- 
loted  by  not  permitting  any  engineer  to  act,  without  producing  a  sufficient 
ertificate  to  his  moral  character  and  mechanical  capacity  (but  no  license 
i  be  exacted,  as  this  would  prevent  really  good  men,  though  not  regular 
lechanics,  from  being  used,  which  now  keeps  men  of  higher  pretensions 
\  check),  in  which  respects  they  are  now  too  frequently  deficient,  espe- 
illy  in  river  boats. 


Mr.  John  Lairdy  iron  s/iipbuilderj  Liverpool 

Mr«  Laird  stated,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  and  repairing  a 
Tcat  many  boilers  for  steamers ;  that  he  has  seen  them  taken  out  of  vessels 
a  80  Worn  a  stale  that  the  hand  could  be  pushed  through  them,  consisting 
i  little  else  than  scales  and  rust ;  that  the  back  flues  were  never  much  worn^ 
be  outside  shell  being  generally  the  worst,  particularly  towards  the  bottom, 
rhich  has  been  kept  tight  by  the  dirt  and  deposite,  and  about  the  top  and 
team  chest,  from  the  deck  water  and  spray  corroding  them ;  that  the  du- 
ation  of  an  iron  boiler  may  be  called  four  years,  it  being  useless  to  repair 
hem  after  that  term.  Copper  ones  will  last  ten  years,  and  ho  knew  one 
Kwr  in  use  made  in  1824.  He  put  a  new  boiler  into  the  "Rothsay  Castle" 
» week  previous  to  her  loss,  which  he  attributes  to  the  defective  state  of  her 
rail,  not  to  the  machinery.  Knew  of  a  case  of  spontaneous  combustion  of 
JOils  occurring  in  the  Thames,  on  board  the  •*  Rainbow"  iron  steamer,  of 
lis  construction,  and  which  plies  between  London  and  Hamburg. 

Mr.  Laird  has  since  communicated  to  us  the  following : 

February  22, 1839. 

Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  you  encltxted 
neiDoranda  about  iron  steamers,  and  have  no  doubt  a  perusal  of  them 
^11  satisfy  you  they  possess  many  important  advantages. 

I  had  letters  (last  month),  containing  the  followine:  particulars  respecting: 
be  «  L'Egyptienne,"  a  vessel  built  for  the  pacha  of  Egypt  in  1837 : 

The  pacha  wished  to  take  her  up  the  cataracts,  and  had  passed  all  but 
oe;  her  engine  (45-horse)  was  found  insufficient  to  drive  her  over  that,, 
od  to  force' her  up ;  he  had  ropes  made  fast  to  each  bow,  and  about  206 
jMi  on  each  side  the  river  to  endeavor  to  haul  her  up ;  the  rope  on  one 
He  broke,  and  the  consequence  was,  she  was  driven  with  great  violence  on 
lie  rocks ;  a  hole  stove  in  her  bow,  between  stem  and  foremast  bulkhead ;. 
ler  mdder  knocked  off,  and  one  paddle-wheel  very  much  damaged.    As 
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soon  as  they  repaired  the  rudder  and  wheel,  they  steamed  her  down  to 
Alexandria,  docked  her,  riveted  a  patch  on  the  hole,  and  found  her  bottom 
otherwise  in  excellent  order,  tlie  injury  not  extending  beyond  the  fracture 
I  have  described.  Had  she  not  been  fitted  with  bulkheads,  she  would  most 
probably  never  have  got  off;  certainly  not  without  considerable  delay  and 
expense. 

A  large  vessel  (120  feet  long.  2G  feet  beam)  which  I  built  for  America,  in 
1836,  has  also  been  severely  tried :  she  was  driven  ashore  in  a  gale,  abd, 
on  the  water  leaving  her,  was  found  lying  across  the  trunk  of  a  large  tree. 
"She  was  got  off  in  a  few  days,  the  iron  part  of  the  hull  uninjured ;  and  as 
soon  as  the  repairs  to  her  woodwork  (paddle-boxes,  rims,  bulwarks,  &c) 
had  been  completed,  she  again  resumed  her  station,  and,  by  the  last  ac- 
counts I  had  of  her  a  short"  time  ago,  was  in  as  good  order  as  the  day  she 
was  launched  (in  May,  1836).  Had  she  not  l)een  an  iron  vessel,  the  own- 
ers were  quite  of  opinion  she  would  have  been  so  damaged  as  to  be  render- 
ed totally  unfit  to  repair. 

I  could  adduce  many  fr.rther  proofs,  and  shall  be  glad  to  do  so  if  yon 
think  it  worth  while. 

I  can  only  add,  that  I  have  built,  and  am  building,  more  than  thirty  iron 
steamvessels,  most  of  them  of  large  size,  and  that  of  those  at  work  not  one 
has  started  a  rivet,  or  proved  defective  in  any  way;  and,  from  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  vessels  now  in  progress  will  be 
more  complete  than  any  alluded  to  in  tliis  or  the  enclosed  letters. 

I  have,  <kc. 

JOHN  LAIRD. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Pringle  and  Josiah  Parkes,  Esq. 


Messrs.  Fawcett  ^'  Preston^  engineers^  LiverpooL 

Mr.  Fawcett  stated  that,  besides  those  for  large  sea  going  steamers,  they 
have  constructed  engines  for  many  of  the  ferry-boats,  and  always  apply  two 
safety-valves ;  one  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  en- 
gineer, and  loaded  only  to  the  usual  pressure  for  such  boilers,  viz:  foor 
pounds  to  the  square  inch. 

That  he  has  sometimes  known  these  to  have  been  afterward  altered  bf 
some  blacksmith,  so  as  to  give  the  engineer  power  to  load  them  as  ha 
pleased,  and  believes  they  have  often  done  so  to  twenty  pounds  to  the  inch; 
in  fact  they  do  not  know  themselves  what  weight  they  put  on,  or  what  they 
are  about.  This  great  pressure  is  added  when  thpy  are  firing  tip  to  leaif 
the  quays,  and  when  racing  other  vessels. 


Mr,  Byrom,  engineer  and  foreman, 

Mr.  Byrom  confirmed  generally  what  had  been  stated  by  Mr.  FawceH  •■ 
and  particularly  as  to  the  alterations  made  in  the  loading  of  valves  by  en-  " 
gine-drivers,  and  that  boilers  not  calculated  to  stand  above  six  poonAjptt 
tsquare  inch,  were  often  worked  to  ten  pounds,  and  more.    He  consiw  ^ 
that  boilers  should  be  made  quite  distinct,  particularly  for  sea-going  veflthi 
in  cose  of  any  accident  occurring  to  them  when  at  sea.  , 
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TImt  the  engineers  arc  generally  a  drunken,  and  often  an  ignorant  set, 
Mirticularly  in  small  steamers.  Riirli  as  terry  boats.  That  it  would  be  of 
dvanta«^e,  that  ihey  were  compelled  to  pass  an  examinaiion  as  to  their  ca- 
lability,  and  to  give  securities  for  good  conduct. 

That  steam  and  water  gauges  should  be  required  to  be  placed  in  all 
teamvessels,  and  the  [)oilers  should  be  blown  ofl'  every  four  hours,  about 
fight  inches  of  water  at  each  time. 


The  *•  Garryowen,*^  an  iron  steamboat,  built  by  Mr.  John  Laird,  of  North 
Bitkenhead,  has  been  employed  upon  the  river  Shannon,  since  November, 
1834.  During  this  period  she  has  been  twice  driven  on  shore,  with  great 
violence,  by  storms,  and  the  following  are  extracts  from  the  reports  of  those 
circanisCances  made  by  her  commander  and  engineer : 

Captain  Bingham,  of  the  "  Garryowen,^^  dated  Limeric/c,  June  16,  1838. 
"With  respect  to  the  ^Garryowen,'  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  you 
ihe  looks  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  she  did  when  she  came  to  the  Shan- 
non; as  to  her  strength,  we  had  a  very  good  trial ;  we  broke  adrift  in  a 
nJe  of  wind  from  the  pierhead  at  Kilrush,  last  winter,  and  got  ashore  at 
WW  water  upon  a  very  dangerous  rocky  point,  and  beat  over  it  for  two 
hours,  the  sea  running  very  high,  having  450  large  pigs  on  deck.  I  do 
assure  you,  if  she  had  been  built  of  timber  and  struck  so  heavy,  and  did 
not  go  to  pieces,  she  would  certainly  have  been  ruined  ;  and  the  '  Garry- 
owcn'did  not  suffer  the  least  injury,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small 
dinge  on  the  turn  of  her  bilge  on  the  starboard  side ;  there  is  not  the  least 
sign  of  corrosion  or  rust  to  be  seen.  I  keep  her  well  coated,  both  inside 
and  out ;  she  goes  very  fast,  is  a  great  favorite  with  the  public,  and  has 
done  an  immensity  of  work ;  we  ran  her  every  day  last  winter,  and  always 
made  the  passage ;  she  is  as  tight  as  a  bottle,  and  never  made  a  drop  of 
water." 

From  Captain  Bingham^  dated  Kilrush,  January  20,  1839,  referring  to 
the  hurricane  of  the  6th  instant, 

"We  went  ashore  about  tw^  cables'  length  to  eastward  of  the  pier,  and 
struck  very  heavy  for  the  first  hour  ;  the  ground  under  our  weather-bilge 
was  rather  sofl  clay,  covered  with  shingle  and  loose  stones,  some  of  them 
]iietty  large;  under  our  inside  or  lee-bilge  th»  ground  was  very  hard, l>eing 
a  loot  path  at  low  water,  and  many  loose  stones  scattered  along  it.  I  was 
greatly  afraid  she  would  be  very  much  injured  by  it  in  her  bottom,  but  I 
am  very  happy  to  tell  you  she  has  not  received  the  least  injury ;  in  fact,  her 
bottom  is  as  perfect  and  as  good  as  the  day  she  left  Liverpool ;  not  a  single 
Tivct  started,  nor  a  rivet-head  flown  off.  If  an  oak  built  vessel,  with  the 
cargo  I  had  on  deck,  was  to  go  on  shore  where  the  *  Garryowen'  did,  and 
get  snch  a  hammering  from  a  heavy  sea,  they  would  have  a  different  story 
10  tell." 

FVam  Josfiph  Parry,  Engineer  of  the  "  Oarryowen,^^  dated  January  19, 
1839,  referring  aUo  to  ihe  gale  of  the  6th  instant. 

^  We  found,  while  trying  to  get  the  vessel  off,  she  would  not  fall  into  bar 
dock|  although  we  cleared  away  the  bank  (which  is  oompoied  of  cLvf  M^ 
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shingle  stone)  within  a  plate  and  a  half  of  her  keel ;  she  would  not  moTe 
even  then  at  high  water ;  so  we  cleared  away  the  bank  above  40  feet  aft  and 
30  feet  forward,  leaving  nothing  to  bear  her  up  forward  or  aft  but  the 
strength  of  the  vessel ;  and,  althongh  there  was  such  a  distance  and 
length  of  overhang,  yet  there  is  not  a  rivet  started  or  seam  open,  nor  least 
injury  received  whatever.  Out  of  twenty  seven  vessels  that  got  ashore  that 
night,  the  <  Garryowen'  is  the  only  one  that  is  not  damaged  more  or  less." 


Captain  Henri/  Mangles  Denham,  R,  N.,  F.  R.  jS.,  and  ConsuUing 
Marine  Surveyor^  Liverpool,  ^^c. 

March  14,  1839. 

Gentlemen  :  1  and  4.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  dates  and  nameSi  bat 
in  my  four  years*  operations  as  marine  surveyor  to  the  port  of  Liverpool,! 
have  known  instances  of  steamvessels  leaving  the  docks  and  foundering 
(without  stress  oi  weather)  in  a  few  hours.  In  one  case,  so  recent  as  De- 
cember 29th  last,  a  steamer  sunk  from  under  my  own  foot  six  hours  after 
being  hired,  without  any  interruption  of  machinery,  but  from  leakage  be- 
yond the  pumping  powers,  particularly  after  the  water  reached  the  fires 
and  stopped  the  engine-pumps.  I  consider  steamers  (small  jobbing  ODes 
particularly^  to  be  neglected  by  the  masters  and  crews  respecting  hull  sea- 
worthiness, m  proportion  as  tiiey  habitually  neglect  all  the  usual  or  stand-by 
equipments  which  seamen  in  sailing-vessels  look  to;  they  indolently, and 
often  vexaliously,  repose  on  the  engine  as  if  infidlible.  In  fact  I  have  seen 
a  binnacle  capsize  half  a  dozen  times ;  and  the  small  stock  of  water  wasted 
by  the  skutile-casks  fetching  way  l>elbre  they  could  persuade  themselves 
that  a  lashing  was  necessary.  And  it  appears  to  me,  that  as  men  are  re- 
quired to  know  little  more  than  merely  steering,  they  beloncr  to  a  class  90 
unlike  regular  seamen,  that  so  long  as  the  vessel  will  go  at  all,  and  does  not 
make  water  beyond  what  the  engine-pumps  can  keep  under,  they  think  it 
no  crime  to  conceal  from  the  owfiers  the  having  been  beating  on  a  shoal, or 
been  subject  to  a  violent  concussion.  A  case  occurs  to  me  :  on  my  reporting 
that  a  steamer  had  simk  under  circumstances  quite  unaccountable,  the 
owner  said,  "Oh,  sir.  it  comes  out  that  she  was  on  shore  the  other  day,  and 
broke  her  keel.'' 

6.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  rather  tiian  lie  by  for  a  day,  steamves- 
sels are  exposed  to  the  risks  of  sudden  break-downs.  It  is  a  rare  thing  tt> 
hear  of  engine  or  boiler  defects  being  anticipated  ;  such  are  generally  an- 
nounced by  engine  or  boiler  after  under  weigh.  These  remarks  apply 
especially  to  river  or  jobbing  steamers.  The  coasting  or  voyage  steameis 
have  loading-days  at  least,  which  give  the  engineer  a  chance. 

7.  No  mercantile  steamer  carries  an  adequate  number  of  right  sort  of 
boats.  And  as  to  river  or  short  coasting  trip  steamers,  they  are  frequently 
without  a  boat  at  all,  or  have  such  a  one  as  would  not  swim,  or  are  witb* 
out  gear  for  her ;  while,  as  to  sails,  cordage,  leadlines,  compasses,  IanteinS| 
adequate  ground  tackle  or  number  of  hands,  they  are  miserably  and  dis- 
gracefully deficient.  And  yet  river-boats  undertake  to  tow  ships  oat  of 
port,  and  risk  being  benighted  with  inward-bound  passengers,  mails,  and 
vessels.     The  steam  ferry-boats  on  the  Mersey  have  been  actually  four 

'  hours  in  a  fog  in  trying  to  cross  the  river  not  a  mile  wide,  so  unprepared 
.^^kd;ignotani  are  they  for  any  thing  out  of  the  usual  course. 
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8.  No  general  system  of  lights  exists  at  Liverpool ;  some  carry  three 
ghts,  one  at  foremast  head,  and  one  at  the  fore  part  of  each  paddle-box. 
ome  carry  the  upper  licrht  at  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel ;  some  carry  a  red 
ght  on  starboard  paddle  box,  and  a  plain  light  at  the  opposite  paddle  box 
id  mast-head;  some  carry  lights  on  their  quarters;  some  a  middle  light 
tthe  bowsprit  end.  All,  however,  attend  to  one  rule,  and  that  is,  in  pas- 
ng  each  other  on  their  starboard  sides ;  but  I  understand  the  reverse  is 
bwrved  at  other  ports,  which  has  naturally  been  attended  with  collision 
rhen  a  Liverpool  vessel  gets  among  them.  Now  it  is  to  be  wished  that  a 
ompulsory  general  rule  were  introduced ;  and  I  submit  that  three  plain  lights, 
«e  on  the  fore  mast- head,  and  one  on  the  fore  part  of  each  paddle-box  (not 

0  throw  any  light  abaft  the  beam),  cannot  fail  to  indicate  the  position  of 
be  vessel.  And  as  it  is  most  important  to  know  when  the  rule  should  be 
leparted  from  (as  in  the  case  of  two  steamers  suddenly  discovering  each 
tbcr  in  rouoding  a  point  of  land,  or  closing  in  a  fog),  I  propose  tliat  the 
tarboard  paddle-oox-light  should  be  masked,  so  as  to  cross  the  line  of-keel 
ireetion  at  an  angle  of  17  degrees  towards  the  larboard-bow.  It  would 
lieD  be  simply  thus :  If  you  ever  perceive  the  three  lights  of  a  steamer 
irfaich  must  be  in  a  vertical  triangle,  if  seen  at  all)  on  your  larboard  bow, 
lieQ  you  must  starboard  your  helms,  and  cross  to  the  right  side,  until  re- 
peetirely  on  the  starboard  bow  of  each  other.  If,  however,  you  do  not 
ee  the  three  lights,  it  is  certain  you  have  so  advanced  on  each  other's  for- 
rard  track  as  to  have  shut  in  the  starboard  light ;  and  if  you  attempt  to 
wover  the  right  side  by  crossing,  you  will,  in  all  probability,  run  into 
»ch  other.  It  is  then  that  the  rule  should  be  abandoned,  and  each  ves- 
id  keq)  her  previous  course.  I  annex  a  diagram  to  explain  my  plan, 
md  have  assumed  the  starboard  side  as  the  rule  side.  The  plan  will  apply 
xmversely.  In  the  case  of  ether  craft  and  steamers,  I  can  only  suggest 
hat  while  the  steamer  must  in  all  cases  give  way  (or  stop,  if  risking 

1  ihoal),  yet  it  should  be  imperative  that  the  sailing  vessel  show  a  light 
>fer  her  quarter  towards  the  approaching  steamer ;  of  course  the  showing 
the  lantern  in  time  depends  on  the  lookouton  board  sailing  vessels:  a  fixed 
itfhtoi)  each  quarter  of  sailing-vessels  would  be  well  when  in  pilot-waters. 
Tliis  is  a  point  not  at  all  settled  as  regards  Liverpool.  Vessels  at  anchor, 
however,  are  expected  to  keep  a  light  up  at  the  fore  stay. 

9.  I  believe  the  accidents  from  fire  to*  take  place  chiefly  from  the  prox- 
imity of  the  boilers  to  the  ceiling  or  inner  plankinof  of  the  vessel's  sides, 
the  small  space  between  being  often  filled  up  with  firewood,  blocks  of 
«Oftl,  dtc.,  which  ignite  when  the  water  supply  of  the  boiler  is  neglected^ 
•nd  the  boiler  becomes  red-hot ;  as  1  have  seen  it.  There  is  another  cause 
of  fire  arising  from  the  proverbial  neglect  of  small  and  jobbing  steamers, 
TO:  the  extra  heat  produced  under  the  deck,  where  the  funnel  unites  with 
the  floes,  when,  for  lack  of  cleaning,  the  soot  is  burning  out.  The  deck 
<nd  Dearest  beams  are  generally  reduced  to  a  sort  of  tcuch-wood  by  the 
iiordinary  heat  from  time  to  time,  and  in  the  neglectful  cases  those  timbers 
ve  too  ready  for  iguition.  I  know  the  coal-hunkers  are  generally  in  con- 
iKt  with  the  boilers,  which  is  an  inexcusable  plan.  Neither  the  hunkers 
Qor  the  coal-hold  are  cleared  out  so  often  as  they  should  be.  I  do  not 
ittribote  to  spontaneous  ignition  all  the  accidents  so  ascribed ;  such  may 
bs  often  alleged  to  cover  a  palpable  neglect  elsewhere.  I,  therefore,  would 
itapoie  the  frequent  clearing  out.  on  wholesome  grounds,  and  to  shut  out 
Ihe  aigninent  of  spontaneous  ignition,  when  investigating  fire  accidents.    1 
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believe  that,  to  avert  those  accidents,  it  should  be  imperative  on  the  ovnen 
to  dedicate  more  space  in  the  outset  to  the  boiler  and  coal  region  ;  and,  to 
counteract  the  appearance  of  unavoidable  or  ntg^lectfully-caused  fire,  a 
proper  number  ot'  iioscs.  deck-plugs  and  scuttles  over  the  boilers  and  bunk- 
ers should  be  fitted :  such  hoses  to  have  combined  means  of  playing  by 
hand  lal/or  as  well  as  engine,  for  it  will  happen  tiiat  the  engine-room  hat 
to  be  abandoned  in  case  of  fire. 

10.  I  would  suggest  that  all  sfeamvcssels,  from  the  smallest  to  tbt 
largest,  be  under  |>ermanent  regular  rules  and  f-stablishmcnt.  subject  to 
accredited  iiispeciion  and  certification  on  clearing  out  from  custom-house 
to  custom  house  ;  or,  if  river  navigation,  a  suspension  of  register  and  fine 
for  non-compliauce.  That  the  master  and  mate  should  not  only  have 
served  in  those  ca])acitics  in  sailing  vessels  of  correspondinsr  tonnage,  but 
^o  througli  an  examination  as  to  the  common  working  of  the  engines;  for 
It  is  a  fact,  and  a  frightful  one,  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  whole  mas 
of  life  and  property  entirely  depends  on  the  existence,  health,' sobriety, or 
indeed  honesty  of  purpose  of  one  man,  the  engineer !  There  should  al- 
ways be  a  second-class  additional  engineer  wlien  the  vessel  exceeds  100- 
horse  power  ;  and  the  fire-stokers  should  be  one  for  every  25  horse  power. 
The  seamen  should  be  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  30  tons,  carpenter^ 
measurement,  exclusive  of  mates.  Each  vessel  should  l^  so  masted  and 
rigged  as  to  ensure  her  working  under  canvass,  and  a  double  set  of  sails,  at 
well  as  spare  cordage,  should  be  carried  in  her.  Also  fresh  water,  at  least 
one  gallon  per  person  per  day ;  also  spare  binnacle  and  compasses,  and 
boats  in  proportion,  of  25  feet,  for  every  100  tons  up  to  500  tons,  and  20 
feet  to  every  100  tons  above  600  tons ;  /.  e..  a  vessel  of  500  tons  would  have 
125  feet  of  boat  keel ;  and  a  vessel  of  1,000  tons  200  feet  of  boat-keel; 
none  of  her  boats  to  be  of  less  beam  tiian  one-fourth  the  length  ;  and  each 
boat  to  be  equipped  with  oars,  masts,  and  sails,  and  boat  binnacle.  I  would 
also  suggest  that  each  steamvessel  carry  as  much  duplicate  machinery  as 
possible,  even  to  cranks,  cross-heads  and  beams;  and,  moreover,  as  respecU 
river  steamers  (to  which  all  the  foregoing  applies  in  proportion  to  the  ton- 
nage), I  would  require  that  those  of  single  engine,  or  having  false  deck- 
breadths  upon  sponsins,  be  not  registered  for  going  outside  the  high-water 
confines  of  the  river  or  harbor,  as  the  cross  sea  of  the  offing  coostautly 
endangers  such  construction  of  engine  or  vessel. 

The  ground-tackle  of  all  steamers  is  generally  too  light.  I  would  oUige 
them  to  carry  anchors  and  cables  of  one-fourth  less  than  sailing-vessels  of 
same  tonnage ;  for  instance,  a  ship  of  500  tons  has  anchors  of  26  cwL,  and 
chains  of  1§  iron.  A  steamer  oi  same  tonnage  (including  engine-room  ia 
the  measurement)  should  not  have  less  than  20  cwt.  anchors,  and  1} 
chains.  And  with  reference  to  chains,  a  certificate  of  price,  as  well  as  from 
nroving-machine,  should  be  exacted.  On  this  subject  it  will  be  excused,  if 
irrelative,  if  I  remark,  that  the  mode  of  testing  chains  at  Liverpool,  viz:  bf 
gradual  tension  to  a  given  levcraorc,  by  no  means  proves  bad  workmanship 
•r  bad  iron.  I  have  known  chains  to  break  within  one  ton  of  the  40  IflBi 
lequired,  a  new  link  put  in,  and  some  other  link  break  before  the  chain. 
iWOesupto  three-fourths  of  the  first  strain  borne  one  hour  before;  bf 
which  it  appears  to  me  that  a  chain  may  carry  the  proof,  as  it  is  considenOi. 
Widle  elongation  exists  in  the  lifiks;  but  that  the  power  of  elongation  being 
.  H^nsled,  it  will  snap  at  one-half  the  former  strain  if  tried  again  :  thus  a 
^^  \  has  a  brokenhearted  chain;  and  the  testing- machine  broke  that  heart 
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;  would  rather  confide  to  the  effects  of  a  jerk  from  a  falling  weight,  and  a 
itrict  examination  of  each  Hnk.  Above  ail,  the  price  given  should  be  such 
IS  to  ensure  fifood  workmanship.  I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  a  passage 
n  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  commander  of  one  of  the  New  York  line 
)f  packet-ships,  in  reference  to  the  light-sbip  of  Liverpool  bay  breaking 
idrift  last  January:  *•  Tke  Trinity  Board  yays  2is,  per  cwL  for  their 
JtainSf  the  Dock  ConnniUce  of  Liverpool^  10a\  per  cwt. ;  in  the  former 
:a$e  the  iron  is  of  the  best  quality^  and  every  link  made  with  the  greatest 
uwe  ;  in  the  latter  the  iron  must  be  inferior^  and  the  chains  made  just 
wfficiene  to  bear  the  test^ 

Reverting  to  steamvessel  fitments  and  equipments.  Voyaging:  and  coast- 
ing steamers  should  be  oblit^^ed  to  carry  a  medicine  chest,  if  not  a  sur- 
geon. Each  vessel  should  be  prepared  to  stow  a  due  proportion  of  fuel 
Bocording  to  her  scale  of  consumption  and  plying  distances ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  hand-pumps  should  behicreased;  indeed  the  number  ofsignaUan- 
(eros  should  be  defined,  with  a  proportion  of  blue-lights  and  rockets  for 
particular  cases ;  also  a  supply  of  Curte's  rocket-lines,  to  produce  a  line  of 
communication  if  stranded. 

1  am,  ifcc, 

H.  M.  DENHAM,  Captain,  R.  N. 

(^pl.  J.  VV.  Pringle  and  Josiaii  Parkes,  Esq. 


Lieutenant  George  Crichton^  R,  N. 

"An  erroneous  idea  is  prevalent  among  naval  officers,  that  merchant 
steamen  cantiot  be  made  applicable  to  warlike  purposes,  and  that  neither 
their  sides  nor  decks  are  calculated  to  bear  the  pressure  and  weight  of  tiers 
of  guns;  but  the  revolution  which  must  take  place  in  naval  tactics,  in 
the  (event  of  war,  by  the  extensive  use  of  steam-power,  will  overturn 
all  such  trivial  objections. 

"The  chief  armament  of  a  steamvessel  will  consist,  not  of  broadside  guns, 
bat  of  bow  guns,  increasing  in  caliber  but  not  in  number,  according  to 
her  size ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  above  sixty  merchant 
iteamers  capable  of  mounting  guns  which  would  at  each  round  throw  a 
weight  of  shot  equal  to  the  broadside  of  a  42-giui  frigate,  and  that  there 
are  bandreds  of  other  steamvessels  from  which  a  much  more  destructive 
fire  could  thus  be  directed  than  from  any  of  our  sloops  of  war ;  it  may 
safidf  be  assumed,  that  in  six  months  from  the  declaration  of  hostilities, 
•11  sailing-vessels  under  the  size  of  the  heavier  class  of  frigates  which  are 
fit  to  take  their  station  in  the  line  of  battle,  will  cease  to  be  an  effective 
ptrtol  our  navy,  and  each  ship  of  the  line  will  require  to  have  a  steam- 
nmd  attached  to  her. 

"With  this  view,  it  will  be  the  object  of  owners  of  steamvessels  to  com- 
^witb  any  reasonable  regulations  as  to  their  equipment  which  may  quali- 
If  them  for  Government  employment;  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  become 
<M[  more  public  importance  that  the  persons  engaged  in  the  conducting  such 
vttsels  shall  be  possessed  of  superior  acquirements  to  those  now  generally 
expected  from  persons  in  tho.se  situations  ;  and  a  specified  apprenticeship, 
and  aahsequent  examination,  for  masters,  mates,  and  engineers,  seem  to 
be  iodispensuble ;  for  though  naval  ofiicers  may  be  appointed  to  command 
aod  attend  to  the  gunnery  and  other  fighting  departments  of  such  armed 
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'<»<vim\T5sels,  lured  on  any  emergency,  the  present  masters  and  crews  of 
Mioh  vxv^ols  who  have  been  constantly  trained  to  the  conducting  them 
ilmniiC^  intricate  channels,  and  narrow  rivers  crowded  with  shipping, 
wvHiM,  with  proper  preliminary  education,  be  by  far  the  most  expert  in  the 
*j«ick  mancDUvring  and  other  peculiar  management  of  steamvessels. 

*'iireat  Britain  has  thus,  from  its  extensive  commerce  and  seacoasts, the 
means  of  defence  in  a  great  measure  provided  by  its  mercantile  steam-navy, 
^nd  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  tlie  seamen  employed  therein,  has 
become  an  object  of  far  greater  importance  than  ever." 


Willia7n  J3ai?t,  Ksq.,  It.  N. 

^Gbntlkmkn:  I  have  commanded  first-class  steamships  withoat  in- 
twmission  from  the  year  1820  till  May  183S,  on  the  London  and  Edin- 
Kursr  station  ;  and,  during  that  long  period  of  active  and  laborious  service, 
Jerbled  much  attention  to  the  improvement  of  steam  navigation." 

"  5.  Is  of  opinion,  with  a  few  exceptions,  neither  engines  nor  boilers  are 
t'jcamincd  or  repaired  so  frequently  as  they  ought  to'  be,  or  kept  in  that 
cleanly  and  orderly  condition  so  conducive  towards  the  interests  of  the 
owners,  or  desirable  and  satisfiictory  to  passengers ;  in  consequence,  the 
Unlers  become  so  coated  with  filth  and  dirt  as  render  inspection  difficult 
I;*  doted  defects;  thus,  vessels  are  often  sent  to  sea  in  a  dangerous  state, 
the  first  knowledge  of  which  is  the  sudden  and  alarming  escape  of  steam, 
jind,  of  course,  the  destruction  of  steam  power.  Has  frequently  had  occa- 
siion,  and  has  witnessed  it  in  other  ships,  sometimes  under  very  trying  cir- 
cumstances, to  stop  rents  in  boilers  by  temporary  expedients,  and  have  seen 
boilers  worked  till  tliey  were  as  thin  as  paper.  Boilers  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  remain  no  longer  in  steamvessels  than  three  years,  or,  with  the  utmost 
care,  four  years,  without  a  thorough  repair. 

"6.  The  safety-valves  in  the  Scottish  boats,  and  in  others  frequenting  the 
Thames,  are  usually  left  open  and  exposed  to  be  loaded  by  engineers  and 
stranii:ers,  as  whim  or  caprice  may  dictate.  They  should  be  enclosed  aud 
rendered  inaccessible  while  the  steam  is  up.  That  four  brass  blow-off 
cocks,  three  and  a  lialf  or  four  inch,  should  be  permanently  attached,  two 
/orward  aud  two  aft,  to  the  bottom  of  all  seagoing  boilers,  two  of  which 
ought  to  be  openVd  alternately  every  two  hours.  That  glass  water-gauges 
should  be  fixed  on  the  face  of  all  boilers,  to  indicate  th(i  height  of  the  water. 
That  many  vessels  are  without  these  simple  instruments,  and  the  engineer 
and  firemen,  when  doubtful  of  the  accuracy  of  the  cocks,  try  to  aamtam 
this  fact  by  hiuing  the  boiler  with  a  stick  or  hammer  ;  and  that  no  vessel 
should  be  permitted  to  i)ly  without  a  niercurial  gauge  to  denote  the  actual 
pressure  of  steam." 

'•9.  Have  witnessed  many  instances  of  coal  taking  fire  spontaneously,  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  in  contact  with  the  boilers.  Great  cars 
should  be  observed  in  the  formation  of  the  coal  boxes  to  preserve  a  spacer 
at  least  four  inches,  for  a  free  circulation  of  air  l>etween  them  and  the  sides 
of  the  boilers;  the  deck,  too,  ousfht  never  to  be  less  than  one  foot  or  IS 
inches  from  the  top  of  the  boiler  ;  the  *  Medway'  was  burnt  owing  to  this 
defect." 

"  10.  Have  never  yet  seen  engineers  or  firemen  possessed  of  that  knowl- 
edge, good  conduct,  and  moral  behavior,  which  are  so  essential  to  the  safo 
mm  economical  working  of  the  engines  and  boilers  under  their  charge  aod 
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anent.  Owners,  from  a  contracted  and  ill  judged  svstem  of  econo- 
ircely  give  adequate  wages  to  induce  men  of  a  higher  grade  to  be- 
Btiarine   engineers.     All  engineers  and  firemen,  therefore,  should 

0  a  strict  examination  touching  their  fitness,  sobriety,  and  moral 
it  and  character,  testified  by  certificate,  before  permitted  to  fill  situa- 
)  very  responsible ;  for  on  them  often  depend  the  lives  and  property 
)D  board.    Have  ever  considered  this  point  of  great  public  impor- 

and,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  school  to  provide  respectable  marine 
ersy  and  to  raise  them  in  their  own  opinion  and  in  that  of  the  public, 
reqaently  suggested  the  propriety  of  engineers  having  an  apprentice, 
lectable  parents  and  character,  with  a  small  premium,  payable  to  the 
ser  at  the  termination  of  his  servitude,  to  learn  his  business  practi- 

that  such  apprentice  should  have  served  one-half  of  his  time  in  a 
taUe  mechanical  shop,  and  the  other  half  with  his  marine  master, 

1  have  his  name  entered  on  the  owner  s  and  inspector's  books,  to- 
with  his  character  and  conduct,  that  he  may  be  provided  for  accord- 

Durioia:  the  abovementioned  voyage  to  Gibraltar,  I  had  often  to 

;  the  deficiency  of  practical  knowledge  and  good  conduct  of  my  en- 

The  ship,  dismantled  and  laid  up  for  the  winter,  was  brought  for- 

lurriedly,  when  this  fellow  of  an  engineer,  who  produced  to  the  owners 

certificate,  was  appointed,  with  the  very  liberal  salary  of  12/.  per 
.  His  ignorance  brought  me  into  many  scrapes,  and  was  the  cause 
sh  delav." 


Mr,  Walter  Paton^  si^rvet/or  to  LloytPs,  Leith. 

The  engines  and  boilers  are  most  certainly  not  overhauled  frequent- 
iiph.  For  example,  the  Fife  county  ferry  boats  having  only  two  on 
tion,  and  three  ferries  to  supply,  they  can  only  spare  each  the  alter- 
abbath  for  any  repairs  they  may  require  ;  one  havmg  to  supply  the 
e  during  the  Snbbath. 

Am  of  opinion  that  all  boilers  should  have  at  least  one  inaccessible 
•up  safety-valve.  Have  seen  the  valve  of  a  steamer  on  the  Clyde 
d  down  by  blocking  the  lever  with  a  piece  of  coal.  On  expressing 
•  at  the  same  to  the  engineer,  he  seemed  quite  ignorant,  but  said  there 
I  fear,  as  his  boiler  never  made  too  much  steam ! ! 
In  boats  decidedly  deficient,  the  Frith  of  Forth  steamers  have  some- 
from  100  to  160  passengers  on  board,  with  only  one  boat  which 
carry  with  safety  not  exceeding  16  or  20  persons.  The  sea-going 
rs  usually  carry  two  quarter  and  one  stern-boat,  but  I  do  not  approve 
Ir  construction.  They  are  generally  of  the  same  description  as  a 
l-war's  cutters.  They  ought  to  be  yawls,  similar  to  the  fishing-boats 
MTB,  which  would  carry  more  passengers  with  safety,  and  are  also 
It  fitted  for  pulling  ofi*  to  the  ship  again  through  a  heavy  sea,  for  the 
ratiou  of  the  remaining  crew  and  passengers,  from  their  being  much 
na-boats. 

the  case  of  the  <  Benlomond,'  a  steamer  plying  between  Newhaven 
irling,  in  1836,  shortly  after  leaving  the  chain  pier  she  took  fire ;  the 
gers  and  crew  were  saved  by  another  steamer  which  happened  to 
r,  otiberwise  the  loss  of  life  might  have  been  great  from  want  of 
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"  T!.e  rlankiriir  of  the  river  steamers  I  consider  too  slight,  being  in  some 
ca<:s  roi  alore  cne  inch. 

-li-.voui  ^e  very  useful  \\\\i\  steamers,  particularly  sea  goin?  vessels, 
coii.d  'rr-CA."  i-seniTriir^  the  padilo  \vl^  els.  so  that  when  brought  iiodei 
cai:v:iii5.  ::.  'ti  evei-ic!  the  machinery  VT'  in?  wrongr.  the  wheels  might  re- 
v--»lve  aui  r.  :  i:::.'.or  i::e  slr.p:  aiid  a.si  ii  all  st?a  going  steamers  were 
oti:::v-vi  TO  c^rry  2  :  ca-y  sr^-eei-ai-chor.  ;  iid  a  lonarer  chain  and  larger  size 
Tlian  :5  r.:^  .::..r,  c^ta:  *:':.:r::T  w?r,id  ^»e  obtained  in  event  of  accideiiis 
to  th?  :::.^th.  .-.rr  :?.^  :  :-::  vts^..  :r::ic  enaiiied  thereby  to  bring  up  in  deep 
u^:er  :n  ci^sf  ';"  rr-.v:  " 

••  1;^   I>.:r::£  'I'i  ba:io  i:^  no  iao?fi7enience  can  take  place  from  surrey. 

*T:.-f  r-sc  >!.:-vvy  r-.T  c:a5siri<Mt:-?n  would  require  the  vessel  to  be  pat 
?.n'  .•  .::v  .v.v.i  :r  j  li  .'ii  t  le  hjLpJ.  ror  examination  of  the  bottom.  After- 
wjir.:  :.:■.'  \\  •^■.v  ri\'.  ^iirv^ys  wiuld  cau^e  no  delay,  as  e.ich  stirvey  of  hull, 
«r^'-.r#.  A :-.  conic  be  aoc'.Mnpii:>ht^d  w  ile  the  vessel  was  in  port- 

*  <.'■  .'f  .•;.*!;  !:oji  Mat  a  survey  i.vic?  im  riie  year.  :i5  laid  down  by  Lloyd's, 
-X  sjv  ».\j-,v  ft  ::ire«;  iai.ni'.i>i.  wit'i  means  of  enf'^rcing  the  repairs  foond 
y!<^.\^>5WL' V  i'V  ".n'.*  surveyors  wh«3ii  pxKuted  out.  wo  lid  prevent  most  of  the 
3K.viJ^ai»  ■•.i.it  '.'LLiir.  My  enipioymeiit  as  a  spe:;ai  surveyor  for  Lloyd's. 
rv^.'«^r^  ruy  whoie  ^ind  undivided  attenti-n  to  •^►i  devo'ed  to  the  service  ot 
the  ^«.v:«.'ty.  d')d  ihe  limits;  oi  my  district  exteiuJ  :t'Vai  Berwick  on  the  south. 
K>  b^Tiraefi<>  on  the  north  side,  takmg  m  the  whr'.e  Frith  of  Forth.  On 
*;w'u':  suiv^'vs  I  a'li  called  to  tlie  north  coa>t.  Dundee.  Jtc.  and  also  to 
iireeuiv.v,  V.lUi>:ro\v,  wVc.  tor  restoration  and  C'-»!it:r:i^ation  of  ships. 

"  I  apprehend  there  would  Lf.*  iio  ditfic'iliy  in  y  rLX'inn?  competent  and 
honesiC  engint>ers  to  survey  and  report  upon  the  michmery  and  boilers,  iu 
conjunction  with  the  surveyors  appointed  by  Lloyd's.'" 


John  ScoU   Kussellj   Esq.^  F.  R.  .S.,  Edinbur^,    Vict   President   •J  the 
Society  of  Arts  of  Scotland. 

Gentlemen  :  I  now  send  you  some  replies  to  tl-e  queries  you  have  pro- 
posed to  me.  I  have  conQned  myself  to  such  cases  as  I  have  had  the 
means  of  personally  knowing.  I  havu  witnessed  several  boiler  explosions, and 
have  made  many  experiments  on  the  subject  upon  a  large  scale,  and  I  ban 
endeavored  to  give  the  results  as  concisely  and  practically  as  1  can.  The 
suggestions  I  have  given,  as  to  remedies  and  precautions,  are  such  as  1 
have  the  means  of  knowing  to  be  practicable  and  ( fficient,  either  from  their 
bein?  already  used  pariiaHy  with  perfnct  success,  or  from  their  being  such 
as  I  nave  fotind  would  bw  willingly  adopted,  and  easily  carried  intoeflect 
by  engineers  and  other  practical  men  employed  ;  a  great  number  of  whom 
I  have  consulted,  and  whom  I  have  had  ample  opportunities  of  conversiiig 
with,  from  the  circumstance  of  having  been  appointed  by  the  British  As- 
sociation to  conduct  some  inquiries  regarding  the  present  state  of  stetfB 
navigation  in  Scotland.  I  have  avoided  submitting  to  you  any  consideiar 
tions  of  a  hypothetical  or  crude  description  ;  and  1  remain  perfectly  confi- 
dent that  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  pdblic  safety  will  be  one  which 
wiU  effectually  secure  that  important  subject  of  legislation  withont  trammel- 
ling the  inventions  of  genius,  or  repressing  the  spirit  of  mercantile  eniei- 
prise.    I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  SCOTT  RUSSELL 
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1.  The  case  of  the  explosion  of  the  "  Earl  Grey  "  steamboat  came  par- 
ticularly under  my  notice ;  as  I  examined  the  boiler  before  the  accident  and 
after  it,  and  was  consulted  l)y  the  sufferers  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  pros- 
ecuting for  damages.  The  following  j^tatement  may  be  considered  curious, 
and  will  show  that  in  this  case  nn  authorized  inspection  would  have  pre- 
veDted  tiiat  melancholy  event.  It  happened  that  1  had  gone  to  Glas^w 
some  weeks  before  that  accident,  and  was  walking  along  the  Broomielaw 
pier,  exaiiiining,  as  I  was  in  the  habit  of  doing,  every  thing  connected  with 
the  machinery  of  steamboats  that  came  in  my  way.  A  young  man  who 
alflo  took  an  interest  in  these  matters  was  along  with  me,  a  Mr.  Slitchell,  of 
Glasgow.  At  one  place  I  observed  one  boiler  being  taken  out  of  a  vessel, 
and  another  lying  on  the  pier  about  to  replace  it:  the  vessel  was  the  "Earl 
Grey."  I  examined  both  carefully,  and  directing  his  attention  particularly 
to  the  new  boiler,  1  said  to  him,  what  subsequent  events  impressed  indeli- 
bly OD  our  memories:  "  Look  at  iliat  Iwiler ;  1  know,  from  the  practice  of 
the  parties  connected  with  the  vessel,  that  that  boiler  will  be  subjected  to  a 
Ug^  pressure,  and,  take  my  word  for  it.  the  boiler  will  certainly  burst." 
This  conversation  might  have  been  forgotten ;  but  it  happened  that  this 
young  man's  mother  was  on  board  of  the  "  Earl  Grey"  when  the  accident 
occurred,  and  was  one  of  the  sufferers.  This  is  surely  a  case  where  in- 
spection would  have  prevented  the  accident. 

My  reasons  for  the  opinion  I  formed  were  simply  these  :  1  knew  that  the 
parties  connected  with  that  vessel  were  in  the  habit  of  using  pretty  strong 
steam.  I  was  of  opinion  that  the  boiler  was  not  a  very  good  one  for  raising 
t  large  supply  of  steam,  and  therefore  that  there  would  \ye  an  inducement 
to  collect  steam,  and  raise  it  to  as  high  a  pressure  as  possible  at  starting; 
and  Che  boiler  was  of  a  form  that  required  strong  internal  stays,  and  was 
nevertheless  very  defective  in  these,  as  there  were  few,  if  any.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  boiler  exploded  exactly  as  it  ought  to  have  done,  the 
laige  tabular  roof  opening  up  like  the  lid  ot  a  chest. 

The  boiler  was  somewhat  of  the  shape  given  above,  and  the  explosion 
lifted  op  the  upper  part  of  the  shell  from  the  other  in  one  mass.  No  acci- 
(iental  cause  was  required  for  this  explosion,  nor  any  very  extraordinary 
pressure  of  steam.  The  large  surface  without  stays  was  certain  to  produce 
theeflbct,  eren  with  such  pressure  as  may  be  used  in  boilers  (with  perfect 
SBcohly)  which  have  their  stays  properly  arranged. 

Another  instance,  ot  which  I  happen  to  know  the  particulars,  is  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  "  Union,"  two  years  ago,  at  Hull.  1  have  frequently  seen 
^tnger  incurred  in  the  same  way.  It  is  well  known  that  the  pump  which 
im  the  boiler  with  water  only  acts  when  the  engine  and  vessel  are  in 
ontion.  Now,  if  the  vessel  be  at  rest,  and  detained  by  accident  beyond 
the  time  of  starting,  the  steam  blowing  off  at  the  safety-valve,  and  the  wa- 
fer being  rapidly  carried  off,  the  water  gets  too  low,  the  flues  are  uncovered 
ud  become  red-hot,  and  thus,  when  the  time  of  starting  does  occur,  the 
nockn  of  the  yessel  and  the  action  of  the  pump  raise  the  water  on  the  red- 
hot  netal,  and  steam  is  generated  so  rapidly  that  an  explosion  almost  inevi- 
fMf  ensucB.  This  was  exactly  the  case  at  Hull.  I  have  seen  similar 
eutt  in  which  explosion  was  prevented  by  putting  out  the  fire,  and  then 
fSBiping  water  into  the  boiler  by  the  hand-pump. 

4.  I  have  the  best  means  of  knowing  that  the  "  Northern  Yacht'  steam- 
boat was  one  of  the  very  worst  description  of  hull  that  ever  issued  from 
loy  dock-yard.    She  had  on  one  occasion  before  been  towed  home  in  ur"^^ 
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helplessness.  An  authorized  inspection  of  that  vessel  before  being  put  to 
sea,  would,  probably,  have  prevented  her  iVom  ever  being  permitted  to  ply, 
except  inland,  where  she  could  not  be  exposed  lo  a  heavy  sea. 

The  high  reputation  which  the  Clyde  so  justly  enjoys  for  the  sufficient 
and  satisfactory  qualities  of  her  steamvessels,  has  necessarily  raised  up 
some  individuals  less  scrupulous  than  others,  who  trade  upon  the  reputa- 
tation  ol  the  Clyde,  and  construct  interior  vessels,  so  as  not  only  to  endan- 
ger the  public  safety,  but  to  bring  obloquy  upon  the  many  honorable  and 
conscientious  individuals  on  that  river,  who  will  not  undertake  to  build  any 
▼easel  of  an  inferior  description  or  price.  To  such  persons,  as  well  as  to 
the  public,  a  proper  system  of  steam-surveying  would  be  of  the  highest  con- 
sequence. 

6.  Of  explosions,  there  are  two  principal  causes:  the  one  due  to  original 
construction,  the  other  to  subsequent  mismanagement. 

(1).  Errors  of  original  construction.  Of  marine  boilers,  there  are  two 
classes :  tabular  and  tubular. 

The  tabular  boiler  is  that  in  which  extensive  flat  surfaces,  or  surfaces 
nearly  flat,  are  used  to  form  both  the  outward  shell  and  the  internal  flues. 
This  kind  of  boiler  is  that  most  commonly  used  by  Bolton  &  Watt,  by 
Napier,  of  Glasgow,  and  Caird  &  Co.,  of  Greenock,  and  in  general  for  all 
low-pressure  boilers.  Now,  almost  the  whole  strength  of  this  depends  on 
internal  stays;  with  stays  too  small  in  number  it  is  capable  of  withstand* 
ing  very  Uttle  more  than  2^  or  3  lbs.  on  the  inch  ;  but  if  by  accident,  or 
by  overheating  the  flues,  a  greater  quantity  of  steam  should  suddenly  be 
generated,  they  are  sure  to  give  way,  as  in  the  Hull  case  and  the  *^E&il 
Grey." 

The  only  means  of  perfect  security  in  tabular  boilers  is  a  regular  system 
of  stays.  These  ought  to  be  distributed  uniformly  over  all  the  surface  in 
three  directions — lengthwise,  up  and  down,  and  transversely.  This  is  at 
present  done  in  the  best  boilers,  but  by  no  means  universally.* 

//  should  be  a  rule  for  tabular  boilers  that  no  portion  of  the  surface, 
either  external  or  internal^  shall  be  left  of  greater  extent  than  two  Jtit 
square^  without  a  stay  sufficient  to  sustain  the  whole  pressure  on  thai  sur- 
face. 

It  ought  also  to  be  enacted,  that  the  water-space  between  flues  shall  no 
where  be  less  than  four  inches  thick  for  salt  water,  and  three  inches  far 
fresh  water. 

Tubular  boilers  are  frequently  used,  especially  where  considerable  pwa- 
8ure  is  to  be  employed.  In  these  boilers  the  flues  and  fireplace  ara  gone- 
rally  cylindrical,  and  sonictimes  also  the  outside.  The  boiler  of  the  "  Yic* 
toria,"  which  exploded  on  the  Thames,  was  of  this  kind,  only  of  an  oral 
form. 

In  my  opinion,  internal  tubular  or  cylindric  flues  of  any  considerable  9m 
ought  to  be  employed  only  with  extreme  caution.  They  are  liable  lo  daor 
gers  which  do  not  appear  to  be  known.  My  attention  was  first  called  t9 
them  about  twelve  years  ago  by  the  collapse  of  a  cylindric  flue  in  a  tubular 
boiler  of  my  own,  used  for  experimental  purposes.  This  flue,  on  one  oe* 
casion,  when  subjected  to  a  moderate  pressure,  collapsed  in  the  fbllowdV 

•  I  have  seen  tabular  boilers  under  one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  with  stays  at  three  lack* 
apart,  proved  by  steam  to  120  lbs.,  and  wrought  at  60  lbs.  in  a  steamboat  Locomocivtftf' 
stayed  at  distances  of  four  inches  apart 
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manner:  the  fonn  of  the  flue  inverting  itself,  and  becoming  convex  instead 
of  coocave.  After,  however,  it  took  this  form,  it  stood  very  well,  and  sus- 
tained greater  pressures  than  those  which  had  caused  the  collapse  with  per- 
fect safety.  The  boiler  was  of  copper ;  had  it  been  made  of  iron,  an  ex« 
plosion  would  have  taken  place. 

This  directed  my  attention  to  the  defects  of  circular  internal  flues,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  should  never  be  made  of  a  large  size  for  the  purposes 
•f  steam  navigation,  as  they  were  in  the  case  of  the  *' Victoria"  explosion. 
An  internal  flue  answers  very  well,  so  lon^  as  every  thing  about  the 
boiler  is  uniform  and  the  heat  equally  diffused ;  but  the  moment  that  one 
part  of  the  flue  is  made  a  little  hotter  than  another,  or  has  become  thinner 
by  nse,  or  if  there  happens  to  be  a  bad  plate  of  iron  in  the  flue,  from  that 
instant  the  boiler  has  become  dangerous,  and  has  a  tendency  to  invert  itself 
and  become  concave  as  in  the  diagram. 

It  shatild  be  enacted,  that  no  internal  flue  of  the  cylindrical  form,  and 
•/  mare  than  two  feet  diameter,  shoidd  ever  be  inserted  in  a  marine  boiler^ 
ojuf  that  its  thickness  should  not  be  less  than  one  quarter  of  a7i  inch  for 
tit  inches  diameter,  and  one  eighth  of  an  inch  additional  thickness  for 
eiery  additional  six  inches  diameter,  thus: 

For    6  inches  diameter,  J  inch  thick. 

u    18  «  i        (( 

"24  "  I        " 

Of  the  external  cylindric  portions  of  boilers  where  the  pressure  is  from 
the  imide,  outwardly  there  is  no  risk  in  a  like  degree. 

In  the  original  construction  of  the  boilers,  proper  arrangements  for  a 
lork-op  safety  valve  ought  certainly  to  be  made,  and  there  ought  to  be 
toother  safety-valve  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  captain  or  engi- 
neers. But  I  do  not  think  that  even  the  common  safety-valve  should  oe 
accessible  from  without.  There  is  a  very  simple  arrangement  sometimes 
adopted,  in  which  the  weights  on  the  safety-valve  are  hung  within  the 
boiler, and  the  valve  is  quite  inaccessible;  but  by  a  handle  within, the  engi- 
neer can  raise  the  weight  from  the  safety-valve,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
has  it  not  in  his  power  to  make  any  addition  to  that  weight.  If  this  plan 
were  adopted,  even  without  a  lock  up  safety-valve,  all  danger  from  over- 
loading would  be  removed. 

The  area  of  each  safety-valve  should  be  one  square  inch  for  every  horse- 
power at  least. 

(2).  Of  errors  of  management,  the  greater  part  arise  from  the  ignorance 
or  intemperance  of  those  who  have  the  superintendence  of  the  marine  en- 

S'oci  It  unfortunately  happens  too  often  that,  for  the  paltry  saving  of  a 
v.ihillings  a  week,  owners  of  steamvessels  give  the  engines  and  boilers 
ii  diarge  to  ignorant,  inexperienced,  or  intemperate  men,  who  know  little 
ttnethan  how  to  set  the  engine  in  motion  and  how  to  stop  it.  These  men 
|o  on  well  enough  while  nothing  extraordinary  occurs,  but  in  any  emer- 
pncy  they  becoine  confused,  and,  having  reached  the  limits  of  their  scanty 
ozperience,  have  no  further  resources  of  skill  or  knowledge  to  draw  upon. 
I  know  no  other  cure  for  this  crying  evil  than  to  issue  licenses  for  quali* 
^  fad  engineers. 

Let  a  small  board  of  scientific  and  practical  men  be  appointed  in  each  of 
Ae  three  kingdoms.    Let  any  engineer  who  desires  to  have  charge  of  a 
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steamboat  and  of  British  lives  produce  certificates  of  his  steadiness,  expe- 
rience and  sobriety,  and  let  him  be  examined  on  his  knowledge,  both  of  the 
principles  and  practice  of  his  duties,  and  then  let  him  receive  his  license  as 
first  or  second  engineer.  After  having  practised  successfully  for  three 
years  as  a  second  mari»c  engineer,  he  may  pass  his  examination  for  first 
engineer. 

All  owners  of  vessels  not  having  a  licensed  first  and  second  engiDeer, 
should  be  liable,  to  the  utmost,  for  all  damage  of  every  kind  occurring  to 
goods  and  passengers  in  that  vessel. 

Of  safety  apparatus, 

1.  Two  or  more  safety-valves^  as  already  mentioned,  one  or  both  placed 
under  lock  and  key,  so  as  to  be  inaccessible  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
tlie  pressure,  but  having  a  communication  so  as  to  diminish  the  pressure  at 
the  will  of  the  engineer;  each  safety-valve  to  have  an  inch  of  area  for 
each  horsepower. 

2.  A  mercurial  gaoire  should  be  attached  to  each  boiler  for  the  purpose 
of  indicating  tlie  true  amount  of  pressure  at  all  limes;  as  the  commoo 
safety  valve  only  indicates  that  pressure  when  it  reaches  the  maximum 
point.  This  iuistrument  must,  however,  be  used  with  a  regulating  stop- 
cock, that  the  motion  of  the  vessel  may  not  derange  it.  In  practice  it  will 
be  found  useful  to  alter  its  usual  Ibrin.  Each  leg  of  the  siphon  shouM 
have  a  spherical  cup  attached  to  it  large  enough  to  hold  all  the  mercury  in 
the  gauge,  m  order  to  save  it  in  two  cases,  when  otherwise  it  would  be  lost 
and  the  instrument  deranged.  The  higher  cup  will  contain  the  mercar]r 
when  by  excess  of  pressure  the  steam  sfiall  have  forced  it  out  of  the  pipe, 
and  the  lower  cup  will  contain  the  mercury  when  by  cooling  down  the 
boilers  a  vacuum  has  formed  within,  in  which  case  the  mercury  would 
otherwise  be  forced  up  into  the  boiler.  The  mercurial  gauge  should  bean 
indispensable  appendage  to  every  boiler. 

3.  An  atmospheric  valve  should  be  appended  to  every  marine  boiJer. 
Many  cases  of  collapse  have  occurred  from  working  below  the  atmosphere, 
or  coohng  down  the  boilers  entirely  so  as  lo  create  a  vacuum  within;  but, 
independently  of  the  immediate  danorer  of  explosion  from  this  cause,  a 
boiler  is  much  injured  by  being  exposed  alternately  to  strains  in  opposite 
directions.  This  the  atmospheric  valve  preveDts.  The  best  form  ol  at- 
mospheric valve  I  have  seen  is  one  applied  under  thesupervisorshipofHer 
Majesty's  officers  in  distilleries.  The  sprincr  which  sustains  tlie  valve  is 
made  of  a  spherical  form,  and  thus  allows  a  wide  rnnge  of  motion,  and  tlie 
whole  is  contained  in  a  case  to  protect  it  from  injury,  the  case  being,  oi 
course,  perforated  round  the  sides. 

4.  I  propose  that  a  very  simple  expedient  shall  be  adopted  both  for  the 
prevention  of  explosions  and  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires.  It  ie 
well  known  that  a  great  number  of  injuries  done  to  boilers  arise  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  The  water  is  accidentally  allowed  to  become  low  in  the 
boilers,  the  flues  get  red  hot,  and  there  are  only  two  remedies  gcnerallf 
adopted ;  first,  to  rush  in  cold  water  into  the  boiler,  which  is  the  most  en»- 
neous  and  dangerous  course;  and,  secondly,  lo  draw  the  fire,  which, al- 
though troublesome  and  dangerous  to  the  engineer,  is,  nevertheless,  saW  \ 
for  the  boiler  and  passengers  ;  although  this  method  is  veryunwillin^yi^ 
sorted  to,  as  it  has  the  effect  of  exposing  to  notice  the  negligence  of  uieeD- 
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necT,  and  may  interfere  considerably  with  the  progress  of  the  vessel.  To 
itnedy  these  evils  and  provide  against  this  dansrcr,  1  propose  that  a  plan 
lonld  be  generally  introduced  which  I  have  used,  in  a  steamboat  under 
ly  control,  with  great  advantage.  A  pipe  is  brought  through  the  side  of 
le  vessel  to  the  boiler  room,  or  is  placed  iu  connexion  with  the  water  with- 
ut  at  the  blow-off  pipe,  or  the  rose  which  admits  injection  water;  this 
ipe  has  a  leathern  pipe  connected  to  it,  equal  at  least  in  length  to  the 
readth  of  the  vessel ;  a  mouth  piece  is  added  like  that  of  a  common  fire- 
ns^ine,  and  the  whole  is  re^^ulated  by  a  stopcock.  When  a  flue  of  the 
lotter  or  auy  part  of  the  engine-room  is  overheated,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
lircct  this  pipe  on  the  fire,  which  will  be  instantly  damped,  and  the  cause 
)f  danger  removed,  and  that  without  inconvenience ;  lor  the  fire  in  the 
umace  will  probably  uot  be  extinguished,  but  will  blaze  up  in  a  short  time 
ig&ia  after  the  danpfer  has  ceas^.  Of  course  this  will  only  be  of  use 
jrhen  the  lurnaces  are  l)elow  the  level  of  the  water  without,  which  is  gene- 
rally the  case;  and  even  where  it  is  not  so,  a  ready  supply  of  water  for 
this  purpose  in  the  engine  room  is  of  great  consequence.  I  have  myself 
been  present  in  a  steamboat  where  explosion  was  only  prevented  by  this 
iceaos. 

5.  A  safefyresei  voir. — It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  great  Hull  ac- 
cideiil  arose  from  want  of  water  in  the  boilers  before  starting.  This  is  a 
very  common  cause  of  danger,  and  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  it  is 
the  motion  of  the  engine  which  usually  feeds  the  boiler  with  water;  so 
that  if  by  any  accident  there  shall  be  too  little  water  in  the  boiler  when  the 
fires  are  lighted,  or  the  fire  shall  burn  more  briskly  than  was  expected,  or 
wme  unforeseen  delay  shall  arise,  there  will  remain  no  remedy,  unless,  in- 
deed, the  crew  shall  be  set  to  work  the  force-pump,  which  is  tedious  and  la- 
lx>nous,and  is  not  only  an  unwilling  task  to  them,  bnt  exposes  the  improv- 
idence or  neglect  of  tfie  enorineer,  which  he  is,  of  course,  desirous  to  con- 
ceal. Having  experienced  the  advantage  which  would  occur  from  such 
an  arrangement  as  should  afilird  such  a  supply  of  water  to  the  boiler,  I 
constructed  for  a  steamboat  of  6i)-horse  power  the  following  safety -reservoir, 
by  which  the  boih^r  can  always  be  tilled,  even  when  the  steam  is  stroncf, 
without  manual  labor  or  the  motion  of  the  engine.  It  is  on  the  principle 
adopted  by  Savary  in  iiis  en<{ine,  and  is  so  simple,  that  it  has,  in  all  proba- 
bility, been  applied  to  a  similar  purpose. 

A  reservoir  of  a  few  cubic  feet  in  capacity  is  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
boiler,  connected  by  pipes  (furnislied  with  cocks  or  valves),  firstly,  with  the 
steam-chest ;  secondly,  with  tlie  lower  part  of  the  body  of  water  in  the 
boiler;  and  thirdly,  with  the'  external  water  in  which  the  vessel  floats. 
When  the  engineer  wishes  to  supply  his  boiler  with  water,  he  opens  the 
fiistcock,  and  the  reservoir  is  filled  with  sieam ;  he  shuts  it,  and  the  steam 
^condensed.  A  vacuum  is  formed ;  the  water  rises  on  opening  the  second 
*ockand  fills  the  reservoir.  The  second  cock  is  then  closed,  and  the  two 
^rs  being  opened,  a  free  coiimiunication  is  established  between  the  steam- 
cbeat,  the  reservoir,  and  the  water  contents  of  the  boiler.  The  water  from 
•ic  reservoir  then  passes  into  the  boiler  by  its  pressure  from  greater  height, 
lihismay  be  repeated  until  the  whole  supply  is  obtained.  The  whole  ap- 
Piratiis  might  \)Q  rendered  self  acting,  but  is  simpler  without  it. 

6.  Of  course  the  usual  glassgaujre  to  each  boiler,  and  gauge-cocks,  are 
tidispensable. 


*>    ---t€*.     ;^ri«i  prwraiition  should  be  taken  in  bad  weather  to  secure  the 

•,.,«.  •.o'  Aiu  .^titfi'  c»penniors  from  the  deck,  to  tlie  different  places  below,  or 

i^    »h-  ^n.)i:f»  A.:d  Other  apartments.     Should  a  heavy  sea  tumble  in. 

«Ta«nrcr9^iN  jtf  they  BFC  uow  fitted  and  lumbered,  would  run  every  risk 

A  vuiiiitji*!!:^:.     The  hatches  and  all  the  openings  on  the  deck  should  have 

H^ti  ^vfcfricis;  and  when  bad  weather  occurs,  they  should  be  secured  bjr 

itefiviiiiujjCs.  oattened  over  them,  with  only  a  small  corner  left  for  the  en- 

^uxj.itx^u  and  crew  to  get  up  and  down.     What  is  called  the  wenther 

>waxi»  should  all  be  made  to  open  outward,  that,  in  case  of  a  sea  tumblin^f 

:Wc/  uhf  v<*ssel,  it  may  run  out  to  leeward ;  great  attention  ought  to  be  paid 

I  must  also  observe,  that  the  way  these  vessels  are  lumbered  on  their 
Jifvk:^  with  carriages,  boxes,  baskets  of  meat,  live  stock,  &c.,  it  is  impossi- 
bie^  should  a  sea  break  on  board,  it  could  be  got  rid  of;  the  vessel  wodM 
Ito  iu  the  orreatest  danger,  without  tlie  chance  of  the  passengers  or  cwfr 
beinsr  saved. 

The  legislature  ought  to  take  these  matters  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion, and  enact  such  laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary.  I  would 
strongly  recommend  that  inspectors  should  be  appointed  at  each  port,  and 
their  duty  be  to  examine  the  machinery,  sails,  anchors  and  cables,  boats 
and  pumps,  and  the  loading  on  the  deck,  and  ro  give  a  certificate  to  the  cap 
tain  that  all  is  right  before  he  sails.  It  would  also  be  desirable  before  any 
person  is  appointed  to  command  one  of  these  vessels,  that  he  should  have 
passed  as  a  North  sea  pilot,  and  also  examine  as  to  his  knowledge  of  steam- 
machinery.     I  am,  &c. 

DAVID  MILiNE. 


Mr.  David  Crlghlon,  Surveyor  to  Lloyd's,  Dundee. 

'-  Dundee,  February  2, 1839. 

"4.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  loss  of  any  steamer  on  this  coast  that  liasnot 
been  occasioned  by  some  defect  in  the  machinery,  so  for  as  the  circumstao- 
CP^  are  known. 

"7.  I  am  of  opinion  that  steamers  in  general  would  be  found  deficient  in 
storm  sails  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  would  be  necessary  to  carry  them  off 
a  lee  shore  in  bad  weather:  as  to  the  boats  of  steamvessels,  1  fear  they 
would  be  very  insuflicient  for  saving  the  lives  of  the  passengers  and  crews, 
few  of  them  carrying  more  than  two  or  three  boats  at  the  utmost ;  wliich, 
from  the  number  of  passengers  generally  on  board  these  vessels,  would  be 
very  inadequate  for  their  preservation  in  any  emergency. 

"  8.  There  are  no  established  rules  in  this  port  for  the  prevention  of  colli- 
sion between  steamers  and  otlier  vessels:  it  is  a  general  understanding  be- 
tween steamers  themselves,  when  meeting  each  other  at  sea  or  elsewhere 
on  this  coast  (except  in  the  Thamc3s),  that  both  vessels  put  their  helotft 
starboard. 

"9.  I  am  of  opinion  that  fires  on  board  of  steamvessels,  in  almost  eveif 
case,  originate  from  want  of  proper  care.  If  the  internal  arrangements  for 
the  disposal  of  the  fuel  arc  judiciously  placed,  the  best  mode  of  preventing 
accidents  from  this  cause  would  be,  to  make  it  imperative  that  every  sleamtf 
carrying  passengers  should  be  si^bjected  to  a  proper  inspection,  to  ascertain 
that  proper  space  was  allowed  for  the  stowage  of  ftiel. 
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10.  I  am  opinion  that  all  steamers  which  carry  passengers  should  be  sub- 
ed  to  minute  and  frequent  inspections,  that  tiie  state  of  the  hull,  stores, 
ihioery,  and  boilers,  may  be  correctly  ascertained,  and  a  character  assign- 
accordingly.  INone  of  the  steamers  belonging  to  this  port  are  ever 
sed  at  Lloyd's,  or  have  any  proper  stations ;  it  would,  therefore,  appear 
»8ary  that  some  measures  were  adopted  to  render  such  inspections  im- 
uive.     I  am,  &c." 

«*  DAVID  CRIGHTON." 


*  5. 1  am  of  opinion  that  the  boilers  of  sea-^oing  steamers  are  not  properly 
ted,  although  they  may  be  regularly  overnaufed  and  inspected ;  what  I 
an  by  testing,  is,  that  they  arc  not  tilled  with  water  and  tried  with  the 
!:epuaip,  to  make  sure  of  their  being  sufficiently  strong  to  ensure  their 
Hy:  this  sort  of  test  I  would  have  applied  at  least  once  in  three  months. 
'6.  1  would  propose  that,  besides  the  ordinary  safety-valves,  there  should 
an  additional  one  loaded  to  what  the  engineer  wished  put  on  it,  and  let 
A  placed  under  lock  and  key,  so  that,  without  the  master's  knowledge, 
one  could  have  access  to  it :  this  would  effectually  prevent  the  over- 
ding  of  safety  valves,  and  thereby  very  much  lessen  the  risk  of  explo- 
Ds.    I  am,  &c." 

"C.  CARMICHAEL." 


Mr.  W.  Greener  J  Newcastle. 

Gextlemen  :  1.  The  accidents  to  steamboats  which  have  come  under  my 
>ervation  are  several.  I  shall,  however,  only  instance  a  few  of  recent  oc- 
rrence,and  which  have  happened  in  this  immediate  district.  On  the  2d 
September,  lb3rs,  the  «•  Vivid,"  a  tug- boat  belonging  to  this  port,  had  her 
ler  burst,  by  which  two  men,  the  engineer  and  fireman,  lost  their  lives, 
10  were  joint  proprietors  of  the  boat.  On  the  7th,  the  disastrous  wreck  of 
t  ^  Forfarshire,"  which  has  been  a  subject  of  melancholy  comment  almost 
T  since,  occurred  upon  our  coast,  when  a  number  of  valuable  lives  were 
I  with  much  property.  On  tlie  12th,  the  "  Tweedside,"  on  her  voyage 
m  Edinburg,  whither  she  had  been  with  a  party  on  pleasure,  took  fire, 
1  placed,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  lives  of  the  party  in  danger ;  at  any  rate, 
Teal  deal  of  fearful  anxiety  was  created  in  their  minds,  until  another 
ambont,  the  *' Adelaide,"  look  the  passengers  on  board  and  transferred 
imto  the  •'  Northern  Yacht,"  in  which  they  safely  arrived  at  Newcastle. 
7oethat  period  another  steamboat  left  this  port  which  has  not  since  been 
iniof,  and  not  a  soul  escaped  to  tell  the  woful  tale;  but  as  I  am  not, 
m  observation  of  the  fitness  of  the  vessel,  able  to  give  any  information 
the  subject,  and  as  a  variety  of  opinions  have  come  before  the  public,  I 
til  abstain  from  any  remarks  connected  with  that  business,  having  ample 
terial  for  the  purpose  of  the  present  inquiry  in  the  cases  I  have  already 
ued. 

L  I  am  not  a  boiler  builder — no  accident  has  come  under  my  observa- 

ia  the  manufacture  of  which  1  have  been  in  any  way  connected— and 

sequently  the  remarks  I  h;ive  to  offer  will  be  entirely  disinterested.     I 

e  for  a  number  of  years  been  engaged  in  the  working  of  iron  which 
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rrvjnires  great  strength  and  elasticity,  and  my  attention  was  first  directed  to 
ihi<  subject  by  the  analogy  which  a  burst  gun-barrel  bears  to  a  burst  steam- 
boiler;  and  I  was  thus  led  to  make  a  great  number  of  experiments  havio; 
direetreference  to  the  subject,  the  result  of  which  I  shall  communicate  as  I 
proceed. 

3-  I  have  stated  above  that  the  boiler  of  the  "  Vivid  "  burst  and  destroyed 
:to  men.  On  examination  of  the  tube  of  this  boiler,  I  found  a  collapse 
had  taken  place  from  the  bottom  upward,  which  had  rent  the  tube  longito- 
c:x3ally  full  four  feet,  and  in  the  contrary  direction  upward  of  two  feet 
The  primary  cause  of  this  explosion  appears  to  have  been  a  defective  plate, 
vhich,  beinc^  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  fire,  had  caused  what  is  techni- 
eiDy  termed  a  ''blush,"  which, breaking  or  coming  off,  left  the  plate  scarce- 
ly one-third  of  its  original  thickness,  though  it  was  subject  to  the  same  in- 
ternal  pressure  as  the  other  and  stronger  parts  of  the  boiler.  Here  the  first 
real  took  place,  and  the  rush,  if  I  may  so  term  it,  of  the  steam  to  where  it 
ecmld  find  a  vent,  th<ju  caused  the  collapse  I  have  described,  and  the  laniPDt* 
abie  Oj>asequence.  The  loss  of  the  <^  Forfarshire"  is  to  be  attributed,  I  am 
of  oguucn,  to  the  inefficient  state  of  her  boilers,  for  the  crew  were  not  able 
tolrfirg  the  engine  room  clear  of  the  boiling  water,  caused  by  the  leaking 
of  she.  boilers ;  thus  rendering  the  engines  ineffective,  and,  as  it  unforta- 
iialdhr  happened  in  this  case,  producincr  direful  consequences,  as  is  well 
known.  The  defect  here  was  in  the  seams  of  the  boiler ;  they  were  not 
water-tight,  and,  as  it  happened,  a  fearful  gale  came  on,  which,  doubtless, 
would  cause  the  vessel  to  labor  much,  and  consequently  increase  the  leak- 
age to  the  extent  named  ;  though,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  vessel 
mi^it.  in  all  j^robjibility,  have  made  her  voyage  in  safety.  The  accident  to 
the  "Tweedside"  was  also  caused  by  such  an  occurrence;  some  of  the 
rivets  of  one  of  her  hnilcrs  had  sprunu:  and  rendered  it  useless,  and  it  was 
in  couseiiuence  of  the  extra  application  of  lire  to  the  other  boiler,  in  order 
10  effect  their  passayro  with  half  the  power  she  ojig^hi  to  have  had,  that  the 
boat  lierself  was  set  on  lire,  much  to  the  alarm  of  the  passengers  iheDon 
board. 

4.  1  am  not  ac^juaiutcd  with  any  accident  to  stecmers  at  sea  or  in  rifeis, 
but  what  has  arisen  from  the  defective  state  of  the  boilers. 

5.  1  think  that  theen^^inosand  boilers  of  steam  vessels  are  not  overhauled 
90  tnH|uently,  s|x?akiiig  generally,  as  is  consistent  with  public  safety.  I  have 
liMl  boilers  taken  out  ot  vessels  with  their  bottoms  in  a  state  of  rottennesv, 
pni  not  half  the  substance  of  the  iron  left,  the  other  beinc:  destroyed  by 
mMt;  and  I  have  seen  the  fur  or  deposite  from  the  water  ui)on  the  fire-tubct 
ill  some  plac(^s  upward  of  an  inch  in  thickness:  this  could  not  have  taken 
|riaoo  with  ordinary  attention  to  the  state  of  the  boiler.  In  the  conneof  i 
wy  exiH>rinients  on  the  relative  strength  of  iron  of  different  qualities,  that  I 
of  which  steam  boilers  are  made  has  been  subjected  to  a  variety  of  te^  * 
which,  I  think,  will  show  the  necessity  of  payint:  attention  to  the  constrnc- 
lioo  u»  well  as  the  inspection  of  steam-boilers,  whether  used  by  land  or  s» 
•l*hw  kind  of  iron  is  excessively  bad  in  quality  ;  it  possesses  no  tenaciiy.il 
poMiWHi^N  no  elasticity  :  if  you  put  it  into  a  testing  machine  it  will  sepamlfi 
will)  an  «>utwar(l  pn'ssiire  nine-tenths  less  than  what  suptirior  iron  will  bear. 
Th»  wiin«»  test  shows  it  possesses  no  tensile  spring,  for  U  separates  without 
'lloill^aimg  an  ei^^hth  of  an  inch  ;  and  if  a  slip  of  it  is  l)ent  cold  out  of  • 

'  I  |M»s)iiou  to  a  lorni  similar  to  the  arch  of  a  boiler,  a  pressure  of  168 
'»o  inch  will  break  it  across  like  a  piece  of  fir  deal,  though  the  sab- 
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incc  of  five-sixteenths  of  an  inch  thick.  The  same  iron  can  be  made  ten 
Des  the  strength,  so  that  one  cause  ol  the  explosions  I  attribute  to  the  in- 
ner quality  of  the  material  from  which  boilers  are  generally  made.  I 
ive  agitated  this  question  locally  for  months,  and  iron-masters  of  high 
piltation  have  confessed  they  could  make  it  much  better,  if  they  could  ob- 
in  a  remunerating  price.  This  is  no  difficult  matter.  For  instance,  I 
id  on  analysis  (ot  a  large  quantity  of  boiler  plates  which  I  have  tried) 
lat  the  component  parts  of  inferior  iron  are :  carbon  8,  lime  2,  silica  l^, 
on  88^.  Now,  once  reheating  and  hammering  would  reduce  the  above 
deterious  ingredients  one-third,  another  heating  another  third,  leaving  only 
I  allov  to  9t>^  pure  metal,  while  the  quality  of  the  material  would  be  in- 
reaaed  foil  six-fold,  even  with  this  adulteration  ;  but  then  a  sacrifice  must 
e  submitted  to  which,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  on  the  subject, 
^oald  be  considered  a  loss  :  lience,  the  risk  of  the  lives  of  our  fellow-crea- 
ires  for  tlie  paltry  saving  of  a  few  pounds  in  the  cost  of  a  steam-engine 
oikr.  Two  accidents  have  occurred  to  locomotive  engine  boilers  recently, 
De  on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  railway,  and  one  more  recently  still, 
t  Ghent,  in  Belgium  ;  by  each  two  lives  were  sacrificed.  If  proof  were 
ranting,  here  is  one  of  the  inferior  quality  of  the  iron  ;  here  there  are  no 
ibes  to  get  red  hot  (ihat  can  explode  with  danger^  for  want  of  water,  but 
oilers  only  or  barely  five  feet  diameter,  made  of  plates  of  half  an  inch  in 
luckness,  bursting  with  a  pressure  little  exceeding  200  lbs.  on  the  inch.  I 
m  prepared  to  prove  they  could  not  have  more ;  while,  if  of  good  materia), 
nu  lbs.  would  not  have  burst  them.  A  perfectly  well  constructed  boiler,  if 
;he  iron  is  good,  will  expand  full  one-fourth  before  an  explosion,  and  that 
BTonld  be  a  reduction  of  the  pressure  that  would  prevent,  for  a  considerable 
^ime.  a  recurrence  of  the  danger. 

6.  The  ingenuity  of  many  eminent  men  has  been  employed  in  inventing 
iDd  improving  the  apparatus  necessary  for  safety  in  the  working  of  a  steam- 
uigine,  and  little  appears  to  be  wanting  except  a  better  (indeed,  I  may  say  a 
DDch  better)  quality  of  iron,  and  a  greater  attention  to  regularity  and  pre- 
cision in  the  execution  of  the  work  ;  for  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  work 
is  irregular,  by  which  I  mean,  when  the  rivet-holes  are  not  exactly  opposite 
each  other,  in  the  same  proportion  will  the  boiler  be  rendered  less  capable 
of  bearing  the  pressure  for  which  it  is  designed  ;  and  as  i  have  shown  that 
Kcidents  have  arisen  from  both  these  causes,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  the 
doty  of  those  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  these  articles  to  attend  both 
to  the  quality  of  the  material  and  to  the  style  of  the  workmanship.  There 
^  however,  a  steamboat  employed  as  a  passage  boat  on  the  Tyne,  the 
'^Dfthlia,"  whose  engines  are  constructed  so  as  to  prevent  the  danger  of  ex- 
ploaon.  One  fruitful  cause  of  this  is  want  of  water,  and  then  the  boiler  or 
lobes  get  red  hot ;  but  this  engine  is  so  constructed  that,  when  the  water  is 
W,  the  fire  is  involuntarily  put  out,  thus  superseding  the  possibility  of  an 
^qdosion  from  that  cause.  I  was  lately  on  board  a  steamboat  where  the 
tem-pipe  was  burst  for  six  or  eight  inches,  and  bound  round  with  rope- 
run  to  keep  it  tight. 

7*  The  number  of  boats  at  present  on  board  of  steamvessels  appears  suf- 
icJeoti  but  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  Mr.  G.  Straker,  as  expressed  by  him 
t  a  public  meeting  in  the  Guildhall,  in  Newcastle,  a  few  months  ago,  which 
fWBf  ^  that  every  steamboat  ought  to  have  an  anchor  and  cable  of  sufficient 
veiffht  and  strengtii,  that,  in  the  event  of  her  machinery  bein^  deranged,  she 
■ght  ride  in  thd  open  sea  as  securely  and  safely  as  a  floating-light,  not  having 
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the  same  masts  and  yards  as  sailing-vessels,  and  the  wind  not  having  the 
same  effect  upon  them  ;  and,  if  so  provided,  there  could  not  be  the  slightest 
danger  of  her  driving  upon  a  lee  shore  :  but  it  would  be  requisite  that  her 
windlasses  should  be  secured  in  a  similar  substantial  manner  to  the  floating- 
light  vessels.  The  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  the  assistance  of  tlie 
officers  of  the  dock-yards  of  the  admiralty,  will  be  able  to  furnish  a  scale  of 
the  proper  weight  according  to  the  size  of  the  vessel."  Had  this  lieen  the 
case  with  the  "  Ardincaple,"  she  would  not  have  been  placed  in  such  immi- 
nent danger  in  the  storm  of  September  1,  1833.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
this  vessel  broke  from  both  her  anchors,  and  if  they  had  not  hnd  a  little 
canvass,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  wear  her  off  the  land,  they  most 
have  inevitably  perished  ;  and  as  sails  might  sometimes  be  used  with  ad- 
vantage, it  would  be  well  if  they  had  a  duplicate  set  of  sails  in  case  those 
in  use  should  be  blown  away,  as  was  very  lately  the  case. 

8.  The  regulations  of  the  port  of  Newcastle  are  sufficient  to  meet  all  cir- 
cumstances of  this  nature,  and  when  collision  does  take  place,  it  is  genenllf 
in  consequence  of  not  attending  to  those  regulations. 

9.  Steamvessels  cannot  well  be  subjected  to  any  of  the  evils  resoltiD; 
from  the  causes  enumerated  in  this  query,  if  the  most  ordinary  attention  is 
paid  to  their  condition  ;  and  the  most  effectual  remedy  against  even  the 
apprehension  of  those  dangers  is  the  vigilant  eye  of  the  commander. 

10.  In  addition  to  what  I  have  said  in  answer  to  query  7,  steamboats 
might  be  fitted  with  an  indicator,  which  the  passengers  ought  to  haveacees 
to,  showing  the  pressure  at  which  the  engine  was  working,  and  alsoanote 
stating  the  pressure  the  boiler  had  been  subjected  to  in  testing. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  GREENER. 
48,  Groate  Market,  Newcastle  upon-Tyne, 

February  i,  1839. 


Mr.  Golightly,  engineer  andfirreman  to  Messrs.  Hawks,  Statilejf^  ^  Cb-i 

Gatcskead  Iron-works. 

1.  The  "  Vivid"  (tug-boat),  which  had  two  cylindric  boilers,  burst  in  1838 
close  to  the  quay  at  North  Shields.  The  inner  tube  rent  at  the  bottoa 
under  the  fire-grate,  from  being  corroded  and  thin.  Two  hrothen^  who 
with  two  others  owned  and  worked  the  steamer,  were  killed.  They  wei» 
about  to  take  a  vessel  in  tow,  but,  finding  their  boiler  leaky,  gave  itnp,aBd 
were  in  the  act  of  drawing  out  the  fire  from  the  furnace,  when  that  boil* 
exploded. 

The  «  Freedom''  (tug-boat),  of  Stockton,  exploded  in  1836 ;  her  eome 
and  boilers  were  made  by  us.  She  was  employed  in  towing  three  vesseliil 
the  Tees,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  accident  happened  in  oonsequenoetf 
forcing  the  steam  to  an  excessive  pressure.  Tiie  boiler  burst  at  the  end €^ 
posite  the  fire-door,  carried  away  the  stem  of  the  tug,  which  instantly  sm 
and  one  of  three  men  who  worked  her  was  killed ;  the  other  Iwo  men  M 
come  upon  deck  the  instant  previous  to  the  explosion,  and  were  saved. 

The  "  Northern  Yacht."   Knew  this  vessel  well ;  and  considered  her  fe 
too  slight  in  her  frame  for  a  sea-boat,  and  overpowered  in  engines  fiir  kt  ^ 
size  and  strength.    She  was  a  low  vessel,  with  Tery  Ugh  paddle-boA  *! 
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ch  rendered  her  liable  to  sustain  much  damage  in  a  heavy  sea  or  side 
d.  Believes,  from  all  he  has  liuard,  that  the  people  of  lieith  sold  her 
1  finding  her  too  weak  for  her  power  of  engines  to  contend  a9:ainst  the 
between  Lieith  and  Dundee,  which  strained  and  opened  her,  Irom  being 

0  slight  a  build.  He  heard  also  that  she  had  put  into  Berwick  shortly 
re  she  was  lost,  because  by  straining  she  had  parted  her  injection-pipes 
3  the  sides. 

,  No  other  boiler  than  the  "  Freedom's"  above  named,  has  exploded  of 
make.  Has  known  of  frequent  collapses  of  tubes,  which  are  solely 
tkg  to  the  carelessness  of  tlie  men  in  charge,  who,  not  uncommonly, 
w  off  all  the  water  in  the  boilers  with  the  nres  in,  and  then  the  cold 
ter  rashes  back  through  the  blow-pipe,  forms  a  vacuum,  and  produces 
lapse.  Collapses  sometimes  take  place  of  the  return  tube,  which,  though 
eh  smaller  than  the  jfire  tube,  is  made  of  lighter  plate  and  more  of  an 

1  form. 

.  Believes  the  "  Forfarshire"  to  have  been  lost  from  defective  boilers,  and 
**  Northern  Yacht"  both  from  defective  hull  and  defective  machinery. 
*.  BoiUrs  and  engines,  in  his  opinion,  not  overhauled  and  repaired  so 
[uently  as  they  should  be.  Many  of  them  run  till  they  can  go  no  longer, 
u  As  regards  safety-valves,  is  of  opinion  that  they  are  usually  of  too  small 
area  to  pass  all  the  steam  generated  by  the  boiler  when  the  engine  stops, 
ey  should  have,  at  least,  one  square  inch  area  for  every  two  and-a-half- 
811  power.  There  should  not,  for  the  smallest  steamer,  be  fewer  than  two 
ves,  one  of  which  should  be  able  to  be  raised  by  the  engine-man,  and 
other  inaccessible  to  him,  weighted  to  the  pressure  determined  by  the 
ker  of  the  engines. 

Feedpipes  should  he  so  arranged  that  a  distinct  set  of  valves  should  be 
d  in  the  pipes  between  the  pun)ps  and  the  boilers,  so  that  if  the  pump- 
res  should  be  deranged,  the  pressure  of  the  steam  would  close  the  others. 
»e  valves  he  considered  better  than  cocks,  as  they  shut  of  themselves. 
;ks  leak,  and  are  also  liable  to  be  left  open  by  careless  engine  and  fire- 
I. 

^he  same  box  which  encloses  the  feed-valves,  contains  another  valve  com- 
licating  with  the  blowing-off  pipes.  By  shutting  off  the  feed.water, 
Off  this  intermediate  valve,  and  opening  the  blow-off  cocks,  the  boilers 
eteaned.  He  finds  this  a  simple,  convenient,  and  effective  method. 
*o  know  the  exact  level  of  the  water  in  the  boilers,  he  fixes  a  few  inches 
lin  the  boiler  a  vertical  tube  open  at  both  ends ;  each  of  the  three 
ge-cocks  communicates  with  this  tnbe.  By  this  means  the  gauge-cocks 
y  tell  the  heiu^ht  of  the  water ;  bat  there  is  no  reliance  upon  them  in  the 
Bc,  without  this  precaution.  The  same  remark  extends  to  glass-gauges, 
ch  are  apt  to  clog  up  unless  well  aUended  to  ;  and  their  cocks  should 
I  communicate  with  an  internal  tube,  otherwise  they  give  no  accurate  in- 
ition  of  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  boiler.  The  water  of  the  Tyno, 
iknlarly,  carries  so  much  scum,  and  rises  up  the  side  of  the  boiler  so 
eIi  hiiifher  than  its  real  level  when  the  engine  is  at  work,  that  they  have 
[Oently  to  stop  the  engine  to  ascertain  the  height  of  the  water,  and  often 
over  It  to  be  below  the  lowest  gauge-cock,  though  when  the  engine  was 
ig  the  steam*gaugecock  may  liave  shown  water.  He  finds  the  adapta- 
!  el  the  internal  tube,  of  not  less  than  1^  inch  bore,  to  be  a  complete 
bIy  for  this  inconvenience,  and  to  be  a  great  means  of  saving  the  boilers 
D  geCtiog  red  hot. 
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He  prefers  the  mercurial  steam  pressure  gauge  to  be  attached  lo  thesleam- 
pipe  between  the  throtile  valve  and  tlie  boilers,  rather  than  to  the  boiler ;  as 
in  the  latter  situation  it  is  liable  to  be  chokod  with  dirt. 

The  water  of  the  Tyne  seems  also  to  contain  some  corrosive  principle  in 
its  deposite ;  as  the  under  parts  of  the  fire  tubes  and  flues,  where  most  of 
the  deposite  settles,  become  thin  by  being  eaten  away  sooner  than  the  up- 
per parts,  which  are  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  fires. 

9.  The  steamers  on  the  Tyne  are  so  small,  and  the  coal  so  abundant  in 
every  part  of  it,  that  the  vessels  carry  very  little  at  a  time,  and  change  it  so 
frequently,  that  he  has  never  heard  of  an  accident  from  spontaneous  com- 
bustion, &c. 

10.  Is  of  opinion  that  some  plan  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  ignorant 
and  drunken  persons  from  beinjir  intrusted  with  the  management  of  steamers 
as  engineers,  which  is  too  often  the  case.  Boys  of  10  to  14  years  of  ageaie 
frequently  employed  as  engineers  on  the  Tyne.  Also  that  the  endues  aud 
boilers  of  steamers  ought  to  be  |)eriodically  inspected  ;  a  new  enguie  every 
six  months ;  when  two  years  old,  every  three  months.  The  boilers  require 
a  thorough  overhaul  in  two  years,  sometimes  in  one  year,  and  are  usually 
taken  out  in  four  years,  completely  repaired,  and  put  in  again,  when  they 
will  last  some  years  longer,  lias  known  one  boiler  in  a  steamer,  owned  by 
the  man  who  worked  her,  which,  from  his  great  care,  he  made  to  last  eleven 
years  with  scarcely  any  repair.  He  took  this  boiler  out,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing it  had  always  been  supplied  with  the  dirty  water  of  the  Tyne,  it  was 
perfectly  clean. 

The  average  pressure  of  the  steam  in  the  small  Tyne  steamers  may  be 
rated  at  from  14  to  20  lbs.  per  square  inch.     These  boilers,  from  their  cyl- 
indric  form  and  great  strenjith,  are,  in  his  opinion,  more  capable  of  resisting  j 
this  pressure  than  those  of  the  flat-sided  figures  are  of  supporting  7  lbs.  per  j 
square  inch.     The  following  are  the  strength  of  plates  and  aimeoaioDS 
usually  used  in  the  Ty^^^,  as  constructed  by  Messrs.  Hawks,  Stanley,  &Co.; 

Outside  of  shell — Many  of  the  lowest  plates  are  -f-^  thick,  as  the  boitei 
corrode  there  first ;  above  them  f  ;  and  ^^  up  the  sides  and  tops. 

Fire-tubes, — Plates  about  three-eighis  at  the  fires,  tapering  to  about  fiw- 
sixteenths  at  the  end.  Their  size  depends  on  that  of  the  boat  and  boiler, 
varying  from  three  feet  to  two  feet  wide.  They  are  not  quite  cylindiic  at 
the  furnace  part,  being  deeper  than  wide,  but  are  gradually  formed  into  the 
cylindric  shape  beyond  the  fire-bars,  and  diminish  in  diameter  towards  the  i 
chimney. 


Mr.  J.  Norths  shipbuilder,  Hull. 

1.  The  «  Union,"  Gainsbro'  boat,  in  1837,  and  "Victoria,"  London  boat 
in  1838. 

3.  I  believe  the  explosion  of  the  "  Union"  was  from  an  overpressanv 
steam;  another  boat,  intended  to  oppose  her  on  the  same  stalion,  wasV 
make  a  trial  voyage  the  same  morning  the  accident  occurred.  As  to  Ihe 
"  Victoria,"  London  and  Hull  steamer,  which  I  built  for  Messrs.  Browntoii 
Pearson,  &  Co.,  I  beg  to  observe  that  I  was  on  hoard  of  her  every  trip  ■*• 
made  when  on  trial ;~  I  was  also  on  board  during  her  first  passage  to  litt* 
don,  and  down  the  Thames  the  day  before  the  first  explosion  took  plaee^ 
On  all  these  occasions,  I  found  the  boilers  could  not  be  regularly  fed.   Ob 
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the  passage  to  London,  the  engines  were  brought  to  a  stand  four  times  by 
the  water  bein^  exhausted  in  the  boiler,  and  requiring  water  to  be  pumped 
in  by  hand.  2  strongly  expressed  my  doubts  to  several  persons  on  boards 
as  to  the  safety  oj  the  engines^  and  nothing  could  induce  me  to  go  down 
the  Thames  with  her  on  her  pleasure-trip  the  day  the  explosion  took  place. 
I  considered  the  danger  most  imminent,  and  the  event  awfully  proved  that 
my  fears  were  too  well-founded.  I  believe  the  cause  of  the  accident  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  very  limited  water-space  exposed  to  an  immense  snr- 
fiice  of  heated  iron,  which  prevented  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  quantity 
of  water  from  operating. 

As  the  boilers  were  merely  repaired,  without  any  alteration,  I  consider 
the  second  accident  to  have  proceeded  from  the  same  cause. 

The  iron-built  steamers,  going  to  sea,  are  extremely  dangerous,  from  the 
corrosion  acting  upon  the  riveting,  which  is  the  sole  fastening  of  the  vessel. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  steamvessels  have  been  seriously  injured 
by  the  t)oilcrs  Ixung  made  to  wrong  dimensions ;  in  many  cases  timbers 
hkve  to  be  much  cut  away,  in  order  to  get  the  boilers  properly  placed.  One 
f£  the  boats  trading  from  this  port,  I  am  told  on  good  authority,  had  her 
timbers  cut  through  to  the  outside  plank,  and  the  boilers  rested  thereon  :  the 
vessel  in  question  foundered  at  sea,  and  all  hands  perished. 

6.  Boilers  are  frequently  overhauled  when  they  become  leaky,  and  require 
jiitchii^  every  voyage:  they  are  generally  expected  to  last  three  years; 
but  it  is  well  known  Uiat  many  boilers,  either  from  misconstruction  or  neg- 
ligence, will  not  last  half  that  time.  It  may  be  said  there  is  no  fear  of  ex- 
ptonon  from  worn-out  boilers  ;  but  the  safety  of  a  sea  going  vessel  very 
mnch  depends  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  boiler,  as  steamvessels  have  been 
lost  from  the  boilers  iaiUn^  when  close  upon  a  lee  shore. 

6.  Not  being  a  practical  engineer,  I  must  decline  suggesting  an  opinion. 

7.  Several  of  the  steam  sea-going  vessels  are  deficient  in  boats ;  many  of 
Ibem,  in  the  summer  season,  taking  from  300  to  400  passengers,  and  hav- 
ing only  three,  and  in  no  case  more  than  four  boats,  which  could  not  coD« 
taiD  above  one-tenth  of  the  passengers. 

8.  Regulations  which  provide  three  lights  for  steamers  are  effective. 

9.  la  my  opinion,  all  the  bulkheads  dividing  the  boilers  and  engines  from 
the  cargo  and  cabins,  ought  to  be  constructed  of  iron. 

10.  As  there  has  been  such  a  rapid  and  extensive  increase  of  steam- 
boats in  all  parts  of  Great  Britain,  I  think  it  high  time  that  a  book' of  r^is- 
Iry  should  be  exclusively  established  for  such  vessels,  to  contain  a  faithfal 
description  of  them  and  their  machinery,  after  a  most  careful  survey.  It 
may  be  said  that  Lloyd's  Book  of  Registry  contains  all  the  necessary  inform- 
ation ;  but  the  very  contrary  is  the  case :  for  how  can  shipbuilders  and 
aiautical  men  be  competent  to  give  a  correct  report  of  the  machinery  of 
aleamvessels  ?  The  way  it  is  done  at  present  (and  I  speak  from  experience) 
is,  that  the  surveyor  gives  a  printed  form  to  the  engineer,  which  he  fills  up 
as  lie  thinks  proper.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  an  opinion,  I  should  say 
it  is  highly  expedient  that  a  central  board  should  be  formed  in  London,  to 
appoint  surveyors  to  every  port  in  the  kingdom  where  the  steamboats  amount 
la  twenty,  and  the  other  ports  divided  into  districts  so  as  to  bring  all  under 
Jhe  inspection  of  the  surveyor.  All  steamers  going  a  greater  distance  than 
five  hundred  miles,  to  be  surveyed  every  voyage,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
aorvey  to  be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  vessel,  so  that  every  pas-> 
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senger  may  satify  himself  before  he  embarks  that  the  vessel  and  the  ma- 
chinery are  efficient. 

Vessels  going  coastwise,  and  the  passage  not  exceeding  three  or  four  days, 
to  be  surveyed  once  a  fortnight,  and  the  river  boats  once  a  month. 

I  should  recommend  a  practical  shipwright  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  engineer  ;  their  salaries  to  be  raised  by  a  charge  on  the  vessels  surveyed 
and  classed,  leaving  it  optional  with  the  proprietor  whether  to  have  them 
surveyed  or  not.  In  all  cases  where  repairs  are  required,  notice  to  be  givea 
in  writing  by  the  surveyor,  either  as  respects  the  vessel  or  engine,  and  the 
certificate  to  be  withheld  unless  such  repairs  are  immediately  proceeded 
with. 

The  reports  of  the  surveyors  to  be  forwarded  to  the  central  board  in  Lon- 
don every  quarter,  witli  notice  of  vessels  and  engines  wanting  repairs ;  and 
parties  feeling  aggrieved  by  the  surveyor,  to  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
central  committee,  who,  in  such  case,  will  appoint  u  special  surveyor  to 
examine  whether  there  is  just  ground  for  complaint. 

Such  precautions  may  not  altogether  prevent  explosions,  but  it  will  place 
the  steam  navigation  under  the  control  of  responsible  and  disinterested  mcD, 
and  prevent  a  repetition  of  those  dreadful  accidents  which  have  arisen 
from  the  most  shameiul  negligence. 
I  have,  (fcc. 

JAS.  NORTH, 

AIarch  8, 1839.  Shipbuilder  and  JStirveyer. 


Mr.  Edward  GibsoUy  shipbuilder,  Hull. 

"  3.  The  accident  on  board  the  '  Graham'  steamer  occurred,  in  my  opia- 
ion,  by  the  rending  of  the  boiler,  occasioned  by  the  engineer  leaving  to 
P08t,  havinor  been  prompted  by  curiosity,  after  the  engines  had  been  stopped, 
to  witness  uie  transhipment  of  passengers  from  a  large  Scotch  steamer— 
the  said  boiler  having  been  well  worn,  and  insufficiently  provided  with  a 
safiaty-valve. 

"  There  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  *  liOndon'  steamerdid 
not  take  fire  either  from  the  mal-constniction  of  her  boilers  or  from  to 
spontaneous  ignition  of  coal,  but  from  some  other  cause.  The  fire  having 
commenced  among  the  cargo  in  the  afler-hold,  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  some  of  the  crew  smoking  tobacco  while  working. 

"  The  explosion  of  the  boiler  on  board  the  *  Union'  steamer,  while  lying 
in  the  Hull  dock-basin,  was,  in  my  opinion,  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
sufficient  water,  mal-constniction,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  safety-vdve. 

"  The  collapsing  of  the  *  Victoria'  boilers  arose  altogether  from  mal-con- 
fitniction,  in  order  to  generate  steam  in  the  least  possible  time.  The  wa- 
tercourses were  made  too  small,  bearing  no  prn]K>rtion  to  the  amonntof 
flame  and  heat  acting  on  them,  which  rendered  them  not  merely  danger* 
ous  but  fatal  at  that  particular  juncture  of  time.  VVlien  the  engines  wcrt 
yequired  to  be  suddenly  stopped  (the  finjs  being  in  fidl  force),  and  the  sup* 
ply  of  water  pumped  by  the  engines  susj)cnde(l,  a  sufficient  time  was  af- 
ibrded  for  the  plates  to  become  rod  liot,  which  collapsed  immediately  oH 
the  vessel  being  again  set  in  motion. 

'^5.  I  am  of  opinion  that  both  sca-i<oing  and  river  packets  (but  more 
jjarticuUuly  the  latter)  nej/lect  to  overhaul  ajid  repair  tlieir  engines  and 
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boilers  so  frequently  as  tliey  ought,  to  keep  them  in  an  .effective  or  ^afe 
working  state.  -Tliis  arises  from  the  want  of  providing  an  extra  vessel  oh 
the  several  lines  ready  to  replace  those  requiring  re])airs.  I  ani  of  opinion 
that  the  several  parties  ownnig  these  vessels  are  not  always  ignorant  of 
the  real  state  of  their  equipment,  hut,  impelled  forward  by  competition, 
they  are  loth  to  withdraw  them  during  tlie  season  to  refit,  and  they  oie 
suffered  to  ply  on  their  respective  voyages  when  sailing  in  them  becomes 
dangerous,  and  accidents  of  greater  or  smaller  degree,  in  consequence,  fre- 
quently occur. 

•  ^  6.  lu  my  opinion,  the  majority  of  steamvessels  employed  on  the  seas, 
and  more  particularly  on  rivers^  are  very  inadequately  provided  witli  safe- 
ty-valves. Every  boiler  ought  to  be  provided  witlv  safety-valves  self-act- 
ing, and  so  placed  as  to  be  without  the  reach  or  control  of  the  engineers. 
Moreover,  every  boiler  should  be  provided  with  a  good  and  proper  index, 
to  show  the  amount  of  pressure  on  the  square  inch  at  all  times.  This 
provision  is  miserably  neglected.  Scarce  one  vessel  in  ten,  employed  on 
riverSy  is  thus  provided,  consequently  they  work  in  the  dark.  Boilers  cal- 
culated to  carry  only  four  pounds  on  the  square  inch,  are  oftentimes  car- 
rying eight  pounds  or  twelve  pounds,  and  frequently  much  more.  The 
common  gauge-cocks  are  apt  to  deceive  an  inexperienced  man.  He  turns 
the  gauge-cock,  water  gushes  out ;  he  therefore  concludes  that  there  is  a 
sufficiency  of  water  in  the  boiler,  when  really  there  is  not  The  water, 
being  in  a  high  state  of  ebullition,  is  forced  through  the  tap. 

"  The  several  pipes  required  to  pass  through  the  sides  and  bottom  of 
steamvessels  are,  for  the  most  part,  very  imperfectly  secured.     In  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  these  pipes  are  simply  inserted  tlirough  a  hole  in  the  ves- 
sel's side,  and  turned  back  like  unto  a  scupper.    The  straining  of  the  ves- 
sel, striking  on  a  sand-bank,  lying  unevenly  on  the  ground,  are  liable  to 
disturb  them  ;  the  consequence  is  they  become  leaky,  the  water  pours  into 
the  vessel  betAveen  the  timbers  unseen  and  unknown,  and  this  probably 
may  have  been  the  cause  of  more  than  one  steamvcssel  foundering  at  sea. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  holes  or  apertures  through  the  sides  and  bottom 
of  the  vessel  should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  provided  with  a  copper  or 
cast-iron  pipe,  with  a  flange  at  one  end  (say  the  outer  end),  and  screwed 
to  tlie  plank  of  tlie  bottom ;  then  pass  through  these  said  tubes  the  several 
pipes  required,  and  turn  them  oji  the  outside,  as  is  now  done.     If  tliey  be- 
come disturbed  by  straining,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  water  must,  of 
necessity,  pass  into  the  engine-room,  between  the  joint  of  the  first  and 
second  pipe  inlrr)duced,  and  would  at  once  be  seen  or  heard  by  the  engi- 
neer,  who  would  cause  the  same  to  be  calked  and  made  tight,  or,  in  an 
eitieme  case,  drive  in  a  plug,  whicli  would  secure  the  vessel  from  sink- 
ing.   The  introduction  of  Sauuiel  Hall's  condensers  would,  if  generally 
adopted,  be  the  means  of  preventing  many  accidents  in  steam-boilers,  more 
particularly  tliose  which  arise  from  collapse  or  explosion. 

"7.  1  consider  that  the  mercantile  steamers  generally  are  sufficiently 
stiOQffiy  built,  at  least  those  on  our  trading  coasts.  The  scantlings  of  these 
▼BsseTs  ereatly  exceed  the  mininmm  of  Lloyd's  Regulations,  which  I  think 
too  smsdl  for  steamship,  whose  length  is  so  great  in  proportion  to  their 
beight  and  breadth.  The  outside  planking  ought  to  be  thicker  than  is 
generally  mtioduced  in  many  parts  of  the  island. 

*'  The  equipment  of  steamers  generally  is  very  defective,  t;he  masts  placed 
*tt  them  being  more  for  ornament  than  tor  use.    I  am  of  opinion  that  every 
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8ea-going8teamvessel  ought  to  be  equipped  with  sufficient  spars  and  can- 
vasSy  so  placed  in  the  vessel  that  she  may  be  worked  or  turned  about  with 
the  same  ficility  as  sailing-vessels.  However,  such  is  not  the  fiet 
Scarcely  one  in  ten  would  be  able  to  keep  their.course  at  sea,  or  be  ena- 
bled to  work  off  from  a  lee-shore,  should  their  engines  become,  on  a  sad- 
den, disabled. 

"8.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  steamers  in  the  port  of  Hull  have  any  es- 
tablished regulations  for  the  prevention  of  collision,  either  by  signal  or 
otherwise. 

"  9.  Fires  have,  at  different  times,  taken  place  on  board  steamers  from 
three  several  causes :  from  boilers  constructed  with  what  is  termed  div 
bottoms ;  from  the  excessive  heat  of  that  portion  of  the  chimney  which 
passes  through  the  deck  of  the  vessel ;  and  from  spontaneous  ignidon  of 
the  coals,  when  suffered  to  rest  on  the  top  and  sides  of  the  boilers. 

"  These  contingencies  are  easily  provided  against.  The  two  first  canies 
of  fire  we  find,  in  all  well-appointed  vessels,  already  sufficiently  guarded 
against,  but  not  so  the  latter.  The  bunkers  or  coal -boxes  are  vnifonnly 
pbkced  in  this  section  of  the  vessel,  and  in  all  cargo- vessels  the  arrange- 
ment is  arbitrary.  It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  the  coals  should 
lay  immediately  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  boilers,  as  is  practised 
by  fiur  the  greater  number  of  steamers.  If  a  false  top  or  floor  of  sheet-iron 
was  thrown  over  the  tops  of  the  boilers,  distant  from  the  boiler-plate  at 
least  six  inches,  then  introduce  through  tliis  floor  two  or  more  air-flues, 
passing  upward  through  the  deck  to  carry  off  the  heated  air  thrown  off 
by  the  boilers  and  the  lower  portion  of  the  chimney,  the  coal-bunkcB 
would  be  kept  comparatively  cool,  and  would  remove  the  danger  arising 
from  spontaneous  ignition  of  coal. 

"  Remarks, — On  the  broad  principle,  I  am  averse  to  (iovernment  inter- 
ference with  matters  of  trade  and  commerce,     tienorally  speaking,  evils 
or  inconveniences  arising,  if  loft  alono,  will,  in  time,  cure  themselves. 
Strong  competition  ensures  this,  yet,  notwithstanding,  there  are  excep- 
tions to  this  nile.     Steam  navigation  forms  this  exception;  itdiffcis,ui 
character,  from  most  other  interests.     For  instance,  trie  conveyance,  on 
land,' by  mail  and  stage-coaches,  prospers  in  proportion  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  horses,  the  vehicles,  (fee. ;  tlierefore  the  proprietors  spare  no  expense 
in  having  every  thing  of  the  strons^cst  and  best  quality,  to  ensure  expedi- 
tion, comfort,  and  safety.     The  steampacket  owner  looks  only  to  the  tplenr 
dor  of  the  saloon  and  the  velocity  of  the  vessel ;  it  is  upon  these  alone  that 
he  depends  for  success.     The  safety  of  the  passengers  is  altogether  lost 
sight  of.     To  ensure  speed,  tlie  fabric  of  the  vessel  is  made  as  light  and 
flimsy  as  possible  to  hold  together.     The  engines  are  far  too  powerful  fcr 
the  bodies  which  are  to  be  propelled,  and  the  boilers  are  made  as  light  ■»    i. 
possible,  having  small  watercourses,  with  the  greatest  possible  surfine  fcr 
the  fire  to  act  upon,  in  order  to  generate,  in  the  least  possible  time,  dw 
largest  amount  of  steam,  and  that  of  the  highest  possible  elasticity'.    Ili*    i 
excessive  competition  which  induces  parties  to  carry  out  these  plans  be-    | 
yond  the  boundaries  of  safety.    Seeing,  then,  that  so  many  thousands  of   ! 
her  Majesty's  subjects  are  daily  exposed  to  imminent  danger  from  OHwa- 
tion  and  cupidity,  it  surely  becomes  the  bounden  duty  of  Uie  Governneot    - 
to  interfere. 

"  Steam  navigation  has  advanced  more  rapidly  than  men  of  experience 
.and  knowledge  of  machinery  can  be  found  to  conduct  it;  hence  we  oflen 
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ind,  in  the  river  packets  in  particular,  men  advanced  to  the  post  of  engi* 
rter  who  are  mere  automatons,  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  the  ma- 
hine  over  which  they  preside ;  who,  in  case  of  any  derangement,  do> 
(om  ignorance  of  the  result,  the  very  thing  which  they  ought  to  have 
folded,  thereby  creating,  rather  than  averting,  danger  or  accident 
••  I  would  suggest  that  l)oilers,  on  board  steamvessels  of  every  descrip- 
km,  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  use  more  than  three  years,  and 
hat  their  machinery,  &c.,  should  undergo  thorough  inspection  at  least 
mcc  a  quarter,  by  a  competent  person  appointed  by  the  Government. 
Ihat  no  man  should  be  allowed  to  take  the  command  of  a  steamvessel, 
lod  no  engineer  hold  an  appointment  on  board  such  vessel,  without  hav- 
ing passed  a  certain  examination  as  to  their  efficiency,  and  who  are  able 
to  produce  a  certificate  to  that  effect. 

«  EDWARD  GIBSON. 


Mr.  Edtvard  RheafUy  Humber  Union  Steam  Company^  Hull. 

"  *  In  some  steamvessels  the  safety-valves  are  placed  upon  deck  and 
Mided  on  the  steelyard  principle,  which  situation  and  method  of  loading 
consider  exceedingly  dangerous,  more  especially  in  the  unprotected  state 
1  which  they  are  often  left ;  so  as  to  be  liable,  in  the  hurry  of  embarking 
nd  landing  passengers,  to  have  luggage,  ike,  inadvertently  placed  upon 
hem,  whereby  the  ii\'es  of  all  on  board  are  endangered.  The  liability  to 
ccident  is  also  greatly  increased  by  their  being  placed  so  far  from  the  en- 
ine-room,  and  altogether  from  under  the  eye  of  the  engineer,  independ- 
itly  of  the  delay  which  must  unavoidably  take  place  on  having  to  pro- 
sed fiom  the  engine-room  to  the  deck  for  the  purpose  of  lifting  the  valve 
ler  easing  or  stopping  the  engine.  I  consider  the  safety-valves  in  use 
1  board  this  company's  vessels  are  upon  the  best  principle  hitherto  dis- 
>veTed,  and  I  am  unable  to  snjrgest  any  improvement  upon  them.  The 
lives  themselves  are  inaccessible  to  any  person  during  the  time  of  steam- 
rg,  thereby  rendering  it  impossible  to  place  any  additional  weight  upon 
lem  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  vessel  beyond  her  proper  speed.  The 
"eights  attached  to  the  valves  traverse  on  two  perpendicular  rods,  so  con- 
tracted that  whatever  list  the  ship  may  take  in  a  rolling  sea,  it  cannot 
flFect  the  true  action  ;  nor  can  any  corrosion  take  place,  the  whole  appa- 
Btns  being  of  brass.  They  are  lifted  by  a  lever,  which  comes  directly  in 
ront  of  the  boilers,  so  that,  the  moment  the  order  is  given  to  ease  or  stop 
he  engine,  the  lever  can  be  instantaneously  lifted,  being  close  to  the  hands 
f  the  men  working  the  fires ;  thus  rendering  it  impossible,  with  ordinary 
aie,  for  an  accident  to  occur. 

**  *  Of  the  feed-pipes,  I  consider  an  open  feed  decidedly  the  best,  the  mode 
vt  feeding  by  force-pumps  being  very  liable  to  accident.  The  process  of 
iknring  out  the  boilers  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  use  of  Hall's  con- 
lensen,  the  advantages  of  which  are  too  well  known  to  require  notice 
me* 

*•  10.  I  believe  a  large  proportion  of  the  loss  of  life  and  property  on  board 
teamvessels  will  be  found,  on  inquiry,  to  proceed  firom  one  or  two  of  the 
bllowing  causes :  first,  the  sending  to  sea  of  vessels  originally  built  for 
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river  stations  only,  but  which,  on  being  fitted  up,  are  found,  either  bom 
being  of  a  greater  draught  of  water  than  was  calculated,  or  fiom  other 
causes,  unfit  for  their  original  desthiation,  and  are,  consequently,  employ- 
ed wherever  opportunity  presents,  without  due  regard  to  their  capabilities. 
Several  of  this  description  (which  it  would  be  invidious  to  name)  haw 
come  within  my  own  personal  obseiTution  in  the  different  ports  on  the 
east  coast,  and  one  of  which,  with  all  on  board,  perished  in  one  of  there- 
cent  severe  gales.    The  second  is,  where  competition  on  certain  lines  l<: 
carried  to  such  an  extent,  in  the  reduction  of  freight  and  passage-monejif 
as  to  entail  a  serious  loss  upon  the  proprietors,  who  are  naturally  tempted, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  defer  to  the  very  last  extremity  the  outlay  of 
further  capital  in  effecting  the  needful  repairs.    Although  I  am  incliiied 
to  doubt  the  policy  of  legislative  interference  in  these  matters  genendly, 
believing  that  a  fiur  and  honorable  competition  is  the  best  corrective  for 
evils  of  this  nature,  yet,  considering  that  a  great  number  of  the  passengers 
by  steamboats  are  from  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  cannot  be  expect- 
ed to  understand  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  vessels  on  board  of  which 
they  embark,  I  think  that  the  safety  of  the  community  at  large  requires 
that  a  minimum  power,  size,  and  strength  should  be  fixed  for  sea-goinj 
vessels,  and  that  a  periodical  inspection  should  take  place  of  all  steambotts 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers." 


Mr.  Isaac  Doddsy  ejiffineer,  Rotheram. 

>^  3.  In  my  opinion  the  decomposition  of  water,  and  consequent  fimui' 
tion  of  hydrogen  gas  in  the  interior  of  a  boiler,  is  much  more  to  be  femL 
than  the  excess  of  pressure.  Knowing  that  red-hot  iron  decompoies 
water,  the  oxygen  being  taken  up  by  the  iron,  and  thereby  |»oduciflg 
this  gas,  which  will  be  seen  under  the  head  <  Gun-barrel  AppanHtfi'iD 
most  chemical  publications,  I,  upon  that  data,  entered  into  a  number  of 
experiments,  which  confirmed  this  opinion.  I  have  known  instances  ef 
the  plate  over  the  furnace  becoming  heated,  while  tliere  has  beenasnf-  :; 
ficiency  of  water  in  the  boiler ;  this  was  caused  by  there  being  a  thick  v 
deposite  of  salt  between  the  water  ajid  this  plate,  which  heated,  UvM 
and  caused  a  fracture,  which  allowed  the  water  to  escape,  without  doiiV 
further  damage  than  putting  out  the  fire." 

^^5.  I  think  an  efficient  general  inspecting  engineer  should  be  kepCV 
overhaul  and  inspect  the  boilers  ana  machinery  of  every  vessel  onof* 
month ;  but  the  greatest  benefit  would  arise  from  a  board  of  engiiM^ 
empowered  to  test  the  competency  of  the  attendant  engineer  on  \xfd^ 
granting  him  a  diploma  certifying  liis  fitness  before  he  would  be  penniliv 
to  fill  such  a  situation.  This  engineer  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  A| 
inspector  the  state  of  the  boilers  and  machinery,  who  should  ha?e  w 
power  to  order  such  repairs,  «S6c.,  as  he  might  deem  necessary  for  sdlQM 

"  6.  I  would  advise  a  thermometer  steam-gauge  to  be  placed  ia^jfc^ 
captain's  cabin,  connected  with  the  boiler  by  means  of  a  small  pipe,  vkiA 
would  enable  him  to  see  at  any  time  at  what  pressure  they  were  woriaBS* 
jmd  would  be  a  check  to  their  overloading  the  safety-valve." 
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Mr,  Nicholas  Harvey  y  engineer ,  Hayle  Foundry  y  XjomwaU. 

"  6.  There  can  be  no  question  but  that  many  steamers  run  longer  than 
ey  ought  before  they  undergo  repairs — witness  the  'Forfiu^hire'  last 
itumn. 

"6.  I  see  no  objection  to  the  present  mode  of  safety-valves,  if  ordinary 
ire  is  taken,  and  if  they  are  made  large  enough.  For  tlie  blow-off  cocks 
lere  should  be  at  least  two  between  tlic  boiler  and  side  of  the  ship,  with 
crooked  elastic  pipe  (as  of  copper)  between  the  two  cocks,  in  case  the 
esscl  should  strain,  &,c.  Mr.  y.  Seaward,  of  the  Canal  Iron  Works, 
iimehouse,  is  about  to  adopt  a  method  for  limiting  the  quantity  of  water 
3  be  blown  oft*  at  one  time ;  it  may  be  worthy  of  your  inquiry. 
''Glass  tubes,  in  addition  to  tlie  ordinary  gauge-cocks,  1  consider  very 
lecessary  to  ascertain  the  heiglit  of  water  in  the  boilers.  All  self-acting 
oachines  for  this  purpose  I  disapprove  of. 

"  7.  Mercantile  steamers  appear  to  me  generally  pretty  well  equipped  in 
tails,  and  many  are  very  manageable  under  sail ;  but  I  should  say  that 
»w  are  supplied  with  boats  sufficient  to  accommodate  one-half  of  the 
usual  crew  and  passengers,  and  this  may  be  difficult  to  accomplish,  or 
would  be  objected  to.  To  make  the  most  of  a  boat,  I  should  recommend 
ihem  to  be  furnished  with  air-vessels  (made  of  wood  or  copper),  placed 
in  the  prow  stern-sheets,  and  on  each  side  of  the  boat  under  the  thwarts. 
In  this  case  a  boat  might  be  deeply  laden  without  much  fear  of  being 
swamped  by  the  shipping  of  a  sea ;  at  the  same  time  a  large  screw- valve 
ipight  be  placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  to  keep  the  water  at  an  equi- 
librium in  case  more  water  came  in  than  could  be  dipped  out 

*'9.  I  think  that  fires  on  board  steamers  generally  arise  from  the  sponta^ 
lieoos  ignition  of  the  coals ;  some  kinds  (particularly  of  the  South  Wales) 
rtll  very  readily  ignite  in  warm  weather  in  the  open  air  after  being  damped 
7  rain ;  and  coals  put  on  board  a  steamer  in  a  damp  state,  placed  near 
Se  boiler,  and  allowed  to  remain  long,  are  liable  to  ignite,  the  more  sul- 
huious  particularly.  I  think  that  coals  should  never  be  allowed  to  come 
I  contact  with  the  boiler,  and  that  occasionally  the  coal -boxes  should  be 
vept  clean,  as  sometimes  at  the  bottom  or  farther  end  a  portion  of  coals 
main  for  many  months.  I  do  not  think  that  smoke-joints  have  much 
do  with  the  burning  of  boats. 

"  10.  The  boiler  appears  to  be  the  greatest  object  of  terror  on  board  steam- 
sssels ;  and  it  certainly  becomes  us  all  to  exert  ourselves  to  prevent,  as 
luch  as  possible,  accidents,  and  above  all  an  explosion,  the  effects  of 
hich  are  so  very  serious.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  greatest 
umber  of  accidents  which  happen  to  boilers  are  caused  for  want  of  suffi- 
ient  water  over  the  fire-tubes,  or  flues,  or  rather,  by  letting  the  water  get 
dow  their  top  surfaces.  This  may  happen  from  the  feed-pumps  being 
efective,  feed-pipes,  boiler  leal^ing,  blow-off  cocks  and  pipes  being  out  of 
nfar,  or  by  general  neglect  and  inattention.  There  is  no  machine  that 
Idiow  of  that  can  be  trusted  with  the  regulation  of  such  an  important 
Sur:  if  mechanical  means  should  be  adopted  for  this  purpose,  the  engi- 
isen  would,  after  a  short  successful  experiment,  trust  entirely  to  its  opera- 
iorii,  and  become  neglectful ;  in  consequence,  avc  are  dependant  on  the 
■e  and  watchfulness  of  man ;  therefore,  I  think  that  the  engineer's 
tlention,  while  on  watch,  should  be  kept  fully  occupied,  and  the  appa- 
«us  connected  with  the  boiler,  &c.,  should  be  made  as  simple  and  as 
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much  in  sight  as  possible.    Many  engineers,  when  they  find  the  water 
getting  low,  or  even  dangerously  so,  without  at  the  time  accounting  for 
it,  generally  rake  the  fires  out,  and  open  the  blow-off  steam- valve.    I  con- 
sider this  a  dangerous  practice  ;  for  if  the  water  is  below  the  fire-flue  sur- 
face, the  plates  thus  exposed  become  over-ln?ated  by  opening  the  blow-off 
valve;  tlie  water,  which  before  Avould  be  in  a  measure  tranquil,  becomes 
so  much  agitated  its  particles  come  in  contact  with  the  overheated  sur- 
faces, and  almost  immediately  the  quantity  of  ^^toam  generated  is  so  great 
that  the  valves  cannot  dispense  with  it;  the  raiding  out  of  the  fires  causes 
a  greater  intensity  of  heat  while  this  business  is  in  hand  than  ordinar)' 
firing.     1  have  often  seen  steamers,  particuhuly  about  llie  st;irting  time, 
and  from  delay  in  starting,  when  the  whole  mass,  boiler  and  water,  has 
been  heated  more  than  usual,  that  with  the  (^ugines  working,  safety -vaWes 
open,  also  the  fire-doors,  and  the  cold-water  ])anq:)s  at  work,  and  yet  it 
would  take  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  steam 
to  its  usual  gauge.     In  the  several  boats  that  I  have  had  to  su})erintend, 
I  have  invariably  arranged  convcjiieutly  for  llie  engineer  a  hose  and  jet, 
communicatuig  eitlier  with  the  water  without  the  boat,  or  generally  to  a 
force-pump,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  with  a  caution  that  if  the  fod- 
pumps  are  long  idle,  from  the  boat  being  delayed,  if  the  water  fidls  to  near 
the  flue's  surface,  or  if  any  thing  hapix^ned  to  any  part  of  the  boiler,  or 
any  other  part,  trifles  excepted,  to  innnediat(j]y  check  the  fires  by  a  jet  of 
water,  and,  if  necessary,  extinguisli  them ;  but  if  the  water  is  low,  or 
4Steani  high,  never  rake  the  fires.     I  have  found  tliis  the  easiest  and  moat 
simple  way  to  remedy  such  evils.     There  should  be  a  decided  check  put 
to  the  power  of  the  workman  in  altering,  at  least,  the  weights  oii  one  of 
the  safety-valves  after  it  has  been  adjusted  by  the  superintending  engine^' 
If  the  boiler  is  in  tolerably  good  repair,  and  ordinary  precaution  observed, 
J  can  scarcely  sec  the  possibility  of  an  explosion,  provided  also  that  the 
construction  is  good." 


Admiral  Sir  Philip  Durliam^  G.  C.  JB.,  rommander-in-ckief^  PorttmBU^' 

"Admiral  Sir  Philip  Durham  presents  his  compliments  to  Captain  Piin- 
gle  and  Mr.  Parkes,  and  has  pleasure  in  sending  them  the  accompanying 
memoranda  with  reference  to  tlie  queries  in  their  letter  on  SteaniTessd 
inquiry. 

"Admiralty  House,  Portsmouth,  30  Marchy  1S39. 

"  5.  In  general  I  do  not  believe  that  the  engines  and  boilers  of  the  ves- 
sels comprising  the  commercial  steam  marine  are  overhauled  and  lepaind 
as  frequently  as  is  requisite  to  maintain  them  in  a  safe  woiidiig  sttfe: 
There  are  doubtless  many  resi)ectable  exceptions,  but  frequently  ue  pio- 
prietors  are  induced,  from  the  competition  that  exists  and  other  circuni' 
stances,  to  work  their  vessels  during  a  season,  or  to  fulfil  a  contract  at  tk 
least  possible  expense,  without  ever  allowing  a  moiety  of  that  rest  which 
is  as  essential  to  the  well-doing  of  a  marine  engine  as  it  is  to  the  anind 
frame;  thus  the  engines,  and  the  boilers  in  particular,  are  fivquenttf 
worked  in  a  very  defective  state,  and  the  first  notice  of  the  evil  is  lli 
^catastrophe. 


'89  •    "[  241  ] 

^The  only  possible  remedy  for  this  would  bid  the  appointment  of  some 
penon  or  persons  (being  practical  engineers)  to  inspect  as  to  the  sea- 
worthiness of  the  engines  and  boilers  of  all  vessels,  the  inspection  to  be 
made  at  least  quarterly,  and  the  result  published,  say  in  the  S/iipping 
Oazeit€y  adopting  perhaps  a  classification  of  letters  or  numbers  as  m  the 
classification  of  ships  in  '  Lloyd's  List.' 

"  6.  Safety-valves. — The  various  modifications  of  using  steam  of  com- 
paratively high  pressure  in  marine  engines  has  led  to  the  use  of  safety- 
valves,  the  weights  of  which  are  varied  according  to  circumstances.  This 
system  must  ever  be  dangerous,  and  no  safety-valve  can  be  sale  which 
is  not  of  fixed  and  permanent  weight,  the  engineers  having  always  the 
power  to  lilt  the  valve  from  its  seat,  but  never  to  increase  or  diminish  its 
weight. 

"  Feed-fjipes. — The  plans  generally  adopted  answer  well,  but  the  system, 
in  occasional  use,  of  feeding  from  an  elevated  cistern  through  pipes,  in 
which  are  suspended  a  column  of  water  equal  in  weight  to  the  elasticity 
or  pressure  of  the  steam,  which  thus  becomes  a  safety- ^-alve,  does  not 
answer  on  board  ship. 

"  BtmC'Off  pipes  and  valves. — 1  have  known  the  aperture  leading  from  the 
trailer  to  the  pipe  stopped  with  calcareous  or  otlier  deposite ;  care,  tliere- 
bre,  should  be  taken  in  the  construction  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  this 
xscurrence.  The  system  of  valves  invented  by  Mr.  Kingston,  of  Wool- 
wich dock-yard,  is  the  best,  as  it  is  generally  effective,  and  admits  of 
repair  without  docking  the  ship. 

**  9.  Danger  fit)m  fire  must  always  exist  while  coal  is  left  in  contact  with 
the  boilers ;  but  if  the  exterior  of  the  boilers  were  exposed,  having  an  air- 
space round  them,  there  would  be  no  danger  fix)m  ignition.  It  is  also 
recommended  that  the  flat,  or  sleepers,  on  which  the  boilers  rest,  imme- 
liatdy  under  the  smoke-joints,  be  lined  with  sheet-iron  of  one-sixteenth 
nch  thick. 

"  10.  The  appointment  of  proper  persons  to  inspect  the  efficiency  of 
»leamves8els  would  prevent  almost  all  the  accidents  so  constantly  occur- 
ing ;  and  signals,  with  Ughts  of  different  colors,  would  be  highly  im- 
wrtant." 


Captain  H.  T.  Austin^  R.  N. 

^^3.  Without  entering  into  considerable  detail  as  to  the  causes  of  acci- 
lents  to  the  boilers  of  steamvessels,  I  believe,  in  cases  of  explosion  or 
collapse,  a  want  of  water  above  the  fireplace  to  be  the  true  cause,  from 
want  of  attention  to  the  feed,  or  fix)m  reckless  desire  at  the  moment  to 
luge  a  point :  this  real  cause  of  destruction  to  the  boilers  I  conceive  to  be 
jf  more  frequent  occurrence  on  board  steamressels  than  is  detected. 
Steamvessels  have  become  inefficient  firom  leaky  boilers,  which  is  to  be 
ittributed,  at  the  present  day,  as  much  to  decay  of  outer  casing  as  to 
rending  of  fireplaces. 

"  4.  I  have  an  impression  that  several  have  been  wrecked  with  machine- 
y  in  an  inefficient  state,  but  can  mstance  two :  '  Don  Juan,'  on  Tarife, 
uid  the  '  City  of  Waterford,'  on  the  coast  of  Portugal.  Had  the  former 
msened  the  power  of  readily  working  the  pumps,  by  the  engines  being 
lapable  of  separation  from  the  wheels,  the  inner  one  being  fixed  by  the 
7 
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rocks,  I  have  a  strong  impression  that  the  vessel  would  have  been  ss.i'ed 
I  consider  this  to  be  the  case  generally;  but  to  insure  so  important  ai 
object  being  carried  fully  out,  all  steamvessels  should  be  subject  to  pen 
odical  surveys,  upon  the  same  principles  that  sailing-vessels  are,  as  idate 
to  their  insurance ;  this  survey  to  state  the  age  of  boilers  and  engines,  th 
weight  upon  the  safety-valve,  date  of  last  repairs,  and  the  probable  tim 
of  continued  efficiency.  If  worked  at  a  pressure  beyond  the  usual  tw« 
pounds  and  a  half  to  the  inch,  the  certificate  should  express  what  proo 
the  boilers  have  undergone,  and  the  surveyor's  opinion  of  the  amount  o 
pressure  such  boilers  may  be  subject  to  without  incurring  danger.  I 
^ould  also  state  if  the  apparatus  for  (IL*fco?iiieciinsc  be  in  perfect  order 
This  certificate  to  be  appended  to  the  vessel's  register,  entered  in  her  log, 
and  to  be  shown  at  the  head  of  bills  and  advertisements  respecting  the 
movements  and  properties  of  the  vessel,  uiwn  the  same  principle  that 
power  and  tonnage  are  at  present  made  known  to  the  puhlic ;  and  further, 
that  the  same  be  extracted  and  displayed  in  a  conspicuous  part  upon  the 
upper  deck,  as  also  in  the  principal  cabins. 

"  6.  The  engineer  should  not  have  the  power  of  adding  weight  to  the 
safety-valves.  In  cases  where  it  may  be  the  principle  to  increase  the 
pressure  according  to  the  duty  required,  the  necessity  tor  the  commander's 
acquiescence  should  be  provided  for ;  when  boilers  are  worked  upon  fliis 
principle,  it  should  be  imperative  that  diuring  stoppage  a  saftty-valve 
should  be  raised,  and  a  feed-pump  continued  in  action.  The  height  d 
water  in  the  boilers,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  pressure,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly readable  upon  the  upper  deck.  Such  information  is  important  to 
the  officer  in  chargtj  of  the  vessel,  and  would  prove  satis&ctory  to  the  pas- 
sengers on  board,  and  doubtless  be  a  cause  for  more  watchfulness  on  the 
part  of  those  directing  the  operations  in  the  engine-room. 

<^  7.  I  do  not  consider  mercantile  steamers  generally,  as  regards  their 
rig,  equipment  of  sails,  boats,  and  ground  tackling,  to  be  such  as  to  inab 
them  capable  of  getting  out  of  danger  in  the  event  of  accident  to  machioeij 
or  vessel. 

"  Steamvessels,  besides  the  usual  boats  on  their  quarter,  should  haro  a 
proportionate  capacious  boat,  as  in  other  merchant-vessels.  The  pajdle- 
box  boat  of  Captain  Smith,  now  upon  trial,  may  prove  important;  also, 
one  proportioned  anchor  and  cable  for  open  roadstead  duty. 

"  9.  I  have  witnessed,  upon  numerous  occasions,  the  woodworic  in  ftc 
locality  of  the  funnel  in  a  sad  plight,  indeed,  all  but  ignited :  in  order, 
therefore,  to  avoid  such  risk  of  fire,  I  recommend  the  introduction  of  iioa 
beams,  and  also  that  combings  and  other  parts  should  be  of  the  same  mat^ 
rial,  as  <ar  as  they  are  within  the  influence  of  a  heated  funnel. 

"  The  open  space  between  the  boilers,  as  well  as  that  between  coal- 
bunkers  and  boilers,  admits  of  the  lodgement  of  ignitible  matter,  as  alio iii 
flame,  when  drawing  fires ;  it  becomes,  therefore,  urgent  that  these  spacei 
should  be  protected  from  such  risks :  also,  no  ignitible  substance  ahooU 
be  permitted  upon  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  tlie  boilers,  tfie  engineep 
and  stokers  being  fineable  if  detected. 

^'  There  should  be  a  space  all  round  boilers  sufficient  fi)r  a  ssitisfiicttif 
inspection  at  the  periodical  surveys ;  though  if  there  be  a  coating  on  ihj 
boilers,  this  may  not  be  of  sufficient  extent  to  admit  of  passing 
(which  is  so  desirable),  still  such  space  would  afford  the  power oir 
ing  any  injurious  material  there  collected. 
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^'Ali  oombusUble  stores  necessarily  kept  ia  the  engine  room  should  be 
confined  in  iron  or  other  protecting  vessel :  on  no  account  should  turpen- 
tine be  deposited  in  the  engine-room. 

**  There  should  be  means,  by  chain  or  lever,  of  closing  the  dampers  upon 
the  upper  deck  in  the  event  of  accident  to  the  chimney. 

"  I  do  not  believe  it  would  check  enterprise  or  expedition  if,  when  clear- 
ing the  vessel  at  the  custom-house,  a  certificate  were  required  to  be  lodged, 
signed  by  the  engineer  and  approved  by  the  commander ;  that  upon  the 
airival,  and  since  completing  for  departure,  coal-bunkers,  bulkheads,  and 
all  wooden  substances  in  the  locality  of  the  funnel,  have  been  examined, 
and  that  the  parts  for  detaching  the  wheels  from  the  engines  are  in  perfect 
Older,  and  that,  if  required,  they  are  ready  to  malce  oath  to  the  correctness 
of  this  report. 

"10.  It  should  be  imperative  that  all  stcamvessels  which  navigate  be- 
yond the  confines  of  rivers  be  required  to  i)ossess  the  capability  of  readily 
disconnecting  tiie  wheels  from  the  engines  *,  this  would  admit  of  their 
being  manageable  under  sail,  and  of  working  the  feed-pumps,  though  the 
Teasel  remained  stationary,  as  well  as  setting  the  bilge-pmnps  in  action, 
ahoald  the  situation  or  position  of  the  vessel  call  for  it.  With  this  in 
new,  the  power  of  employing  the  water  in  the  vessel  for  the  pur^wse  of 
kiection  is  of  considerable  importance.  We  had  this  power  on  board  the 
'jiedea.' 

**  The  object  required  with  engines,  as  now  fitted  to  accomplish  this  im- 
>|pitant  operation,  disanmectingy  is  the  power  ojf  retaining  the  wheel  firmly 
m  fomtioti  against  the  action  of  the  sea,  or  dnfting  velocity  of  the  vessel, 
4vmg  the  process  of  separating  the  wheel  from  the  engine. 

"TSiere  are  two  plans  already  introduced  for  this  purpose;  one  to  the 
wheels  of  the  '  Gorgon,'  by  Messrs.  Seaward,  a  plain  friction  band ;  the 
other  preparing  for  vessels  building  for  the  East  India  Company,  by 
Messrs.  Maudslay  &  Field. 

"All  steamers  of  magnitude  should  have  bilge-pumps,  independent  of 
the  engines,  as  also  fire-pump  or  engine,  with  hose  complete,  to  reach  to 
either  extremity  of  the  vessel. 

"  The  crews  of  large  steamers  not  being  proportionate  to  their  tonnage, 
a  small  engine,  fitted  for  pumping  the  vessel  in  the  event  of  serious  leak, 
appears  to  be  worthy  of  consideration. 

"  If  it  be  shown  that  vessels  mnning  short  distances,  working  with  a 
piessure  of  one  or  more  atmospheres,  have  been  the  frequent  cause  of  loss 
of  life,  they  should  be  required  to  have  more  frequent  surveyor's  certifi- 
cates, and  the  engineers  to  procure  a  license,  granted  upon  a  certificate  of 
qualification  and  character  from  competent  persons  in  their  districts ;  this, 
widi  the  arrangements  for  readintr  upon  the  upper  deck  the  pressure  of 
sleam  and  height  of  water,  will,  it  is  presumed,  lessen  the  risk  in  such 
cases.  The  engineer  or  responsible  fireman  sliould  also  be  fineable  if 
absent  from  the  control  of  the  boilers  when  the  steam  is  up. 

"Most  of  the  large  mercantile  stcamvessels  being  of  suliicient  capacity 
and  stability  to  render  them  calculated  for  important  national  duties,  I  am 
led  to  propose  the  following  additional  suggestions,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
a  knowledge  of  the  most  available  vessels  for  warlike  or  other  purposes. 
Thia  important  object  might  be  attained  by  including  the  following  par- 
tiealan  in  the  certificate  of  the  surveys  proposed  to  be  required  on  the 
R^atntion  of  the  vessel : 
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"  When  and  by  whom  the  vessel  was  built ;  where  to  be  emj 
tonnage,  with  the  necessary  dimensions  for  calculating  it ;  the  dim« 
of  the  floor  and  top  timbers ;  the  size  of  the  paddle  and  other  beam 
the  space  between  the  latter ;  to  be  stated  where  oak  or  fir  is  intioi 
the  thickness  and  description  of  deck ;  if  it  be  laid  from  stem  to  s 
sunk  or  raised  firom  cabin ;  if  a  poop  or  forecastle ;  the  height  and  d 
tion  of  the  between  decks ;  how  many  passengers  can  be  accomno 
with  berths,  and  how  many  in  addition  by  introducing  hammoclj 
quantity  of  coals  in  tons,  and  days'  consumption,  that  can  be  car 
coal-boxes,  bunkers,  or  other  space  allotted  for  them ;  what  other 
as  also  the  capability  the  vessel  may  possess  for  carrying  other  w< 
how  rigged ;  the  dimensions  of  the  rudder,  its  size  at  the  head,  ai 
steered ;  the  draught  of  the  vessel  when  launched,  with  the  engine 
ers,  masts,  and  stores,  on  board;  also,  when  deep,  stating  the  weij 
tons  actually  on  board  ;  the  number  and  power  of  the  engines ;  di 
of  cylinders,  and  length  of  the  stroke ;  name  of  the  engine-maker; 
or  without  beams ;  what  description  of  condenser ;  if  the  engines  bei 
expansively  *,  if  the  pistons  have  metallic  packings ;  the  number  \ 
rangement  of  boilers ;  of  what  material,  and  the  thickness  of  plate 
in  their  construction ;  what  description  of  paddle-wheels ;  their  du 
as  well  as  relative  position  from  the  vessel's  centre ;  the  height  of  j 
shaft  from  the  water  when  the  vessel  is  at  her  loaded  and  light  dn 

"  The  above  particulars  would  show  the  capabiUty  of  the  vessel  t 
guns,  the  number,  and  of  what  caliber,  as  also  what  number  of 
could  be  accommodated  below. 

"  I  recommend  a  priiited  form  being  also  fiimished  for  this  ret 
which  other  points  considered  requisite  by  an  engineer  or  ship 
could  be  introduced." 


^ 
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IM  Session.  ^         ^ 


MEMORIAL 


THE  LEGISLATURE  OP  MICHIGAN, 

Prmfing  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse^  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair. 


March  3,  1840. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IV  Uie  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
StateSj  in  Congress  assembled  : 

Hie  memorial  of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  convened  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  at  their  regular  session  for  the 
1W1840, 

'Respectfully  represents  : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  a  portion  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  public  moneys  of  our  General  Government  can  in  no  way  be  made 
to  contribute,  in  a  greater  proportionate  degree,  to  the  general  good,  than 
bfippl^ing  the  same  to  the  improvement  of  such  harbors  on  our  lakes,  and 
Qe  Duilding  of  such  light-houses,  as  will  contribute  to  the  general  safety, 
ooovenience,  and  prosperity  of  that  portion  of  our  commerce  whose  opera- 
tions are  particularly  confined  to  these  waters. 

The  vast  amount  of  goods  and  produce  transported  upon  our  western 
bkes,  and  the  great  number  of  onr  citizens  and  others  almost  hourly 
opposed  to  the  perils  of  this  navigation,  seem  to  us  fully  to  warrant  the 
<^clusion  that  such  objects  are  worthy  the  attention  and  patronage  of 
Congress.  While  it  is  admitted  that,  probably,  some  of  the  appropriations 
far  similar  objects  have  been  granted  without  sufficient  previous  examina- 
fioa,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  others  have  been  withheld  to  the  serious 
injury  of  the  general  interests  of  western  commerce  and  navigation  ;  and 
pf  this  latter  class  may  justly  be  ranked  the  proposed  light-house  and  haxbor 
j^aprovements  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  (at  Belvidere,)  on  Lake  St. 
^%ir,  in  this  State.  The  position  of  this  harbor,  beine  about  midway 
5^llis  western  shore  of  said  lake,  and  being  the  only  haroor  on  this  lake ; 
%  eoonezion  with  the  fact  that  said  lake  is  too  shoal  for  navigation,  ex- 
^qit  by  following  the  channels  which  pass  through  it ;  and  that  the  best, 
^^  iadeedy  the  only,  channel  by  which  the  larger  classes  of  vessels  and 
^Mnboats  can  pass  through  this  lake,  is  that,  called  the  "  north  channel," 
^Heh  passes  close  to  the  mouth  of  said  Clinton  river,  and,  by  a  serpentine 
Jbofie,  connects  with  the  upper  navigation  ;  taken  in  connexion,  also,  with 
^  important  consideration  that  this  is  the  only  channel  of  connexion  or 
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communication  between  the  upper  and  lower  lakes,  through  which  chaoDei 
no  vessels  can  at  present  pass,  iu  the  ni^ht  season,  for  want  of  a  light-house 
at  Belvidere  to  guide  them  :  all  seem  to  mdicate  this  point  as  one  peculiarljr 
meriting  the  early  and  favorable  action  of  Congress,  in  a  general  and  na- 
tional view  of  the  subject.  This  harbor  has,  moreover,  from  the  first  set. 
tlement  of  that  part  of  our  State,  been  looked  upon  as  the  natural  channel 
through  which  must  pass  the  exports  and  imports  of  one  of  the  richest 
portions  of  this  peninsula :  and  now,  since  the  surrounding  country,  rich 
in  agricultural  products,  has  greatly  increased,  and  is  still  rapidly  increas- 
ing, in  population  and  wealth  ;  and  more  especially  since  the  location  of 
that  great  and  important  State  work,  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  i 
(which  is  located  to  cross  the  State  from  the  Clinton  to  the  Kalamazoo  j 
rivers,  thus  connecting  Lake  St.  Clair  on  the  east  with  Lake  Michigan  oa  I 
the  west,)  this  subject  has  been  greatly  increased  in  importance. 

The  project  of  improving  the  harbor  above  referred  to  is  not  liable  to 
the  objection  that  suilicient  preliminary  surveys  and  examinations  have  not 
been  made,  as,  by  reference  to  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States^ 
there  will  be  found  in  the  Topographical  Bureau  a  full  report  of  the  survey 
made  of  this  harbor  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  engineer  corps,  S 
in  January,  1834,  accompanied  by  an  appropriate  map  and  plan ;  by  refer*  ^ 
ence  to  which,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  estimated  expense  of  the  pro-  J; 
posed  improvements  for  this  harbor,  including  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse,  . 
amounts  only  to  the  comparatively  trifling  sum  of  $10,000. 

Your  memorialists  wou'd  therefore  respectfully  ask  that  a  suitable  appro- 

f)riation  be  made  by  your  honorable  body  for  the  purpose  of  building! 
ight-house,  and  otherwise  improving  said  harbor  at  Belvidere,  accordwg 
to  the  plan  and  survey  made  by  said  Lieutenant  Colonel  Anderson,  with 
such  alterations  and  additions  as  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  the  public 
interest. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hoxiac  of  Represm  tat  ires  of  the  State  ^ 
Michigan,  That  a  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  be  transffliiw 
forthwith,  by  the  Governor  of  this  State,  to  each  of  our  Senators  andtooor 
Representative  in  Congress,  with  a  request  to  them  to  use  their  uUtt* 
exertions  to  obtain  immediate  action  thereon,  and,  if  possible,  an  appropn- 
ation,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  ot  at  least  $10,000,  m  the 
objects  aforesaid. 

HENRY  ACKER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeniali9es. 
J.  WRIGHT  GORDON, 
Preside  fit  of  the  SenaU. 

Executive  Office,  to  wit  : 

Approved,  this  eighth  day  of  Febniary,  anno  Domini  one  tbousand  df^i 
hundred  and  forty. 

WILLIAM  WOODBRIDGB. 

State  of  Michigan, 

Secretary  ofSiaUfs  V§k$, 

I  hereby  certi^r  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  origioal  ^wtatA 
tuid  resolution  ot  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  relttiFa  to  bnikliiy  a  1^ 
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house,  and  improving  the  harbor  at  Belvidere,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton 
riTW,  on  Lake  St  Cuir,"  of  record  in  this  office. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the 
[l,  &]  State,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  this  eleventh  day  of  Feburaty,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

RANDOLPH  MANNING, 
Secretary  of  State. 


(8BNATB.]  C«4«l 


REPORT 

PROM 

MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  ALEXANDRIA, 


IN  REI.ATIOAf 


Mruciiofi  of  outstanding  duebiUs  by  the  corporation  of  AUxan- 
iOf  in  pursuance  of  the  ad  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1834. 


March  3,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mayor's  Office,  Alexandria, 

March  2,  1840. 

n  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  common  council  of  Alexandria, 
communicate  to  you  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  in  regard  to  the 
«  of  due-bills  which  had  been  issued  by  this  corporation. 
;tion  of  this  corporation  is  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress 
ine  30, 1834 ;  and  the  result  is  now  respectfully  communicated  to 
,  through  you,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
I  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  HOOE,  Mayor. 
ViLLiAM  D.  Merrick. 


CORPORATION  OP  ALEXANDRIA. 

In  Council,  February  27,  1840. 
Humittee  of  accounts  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read, 

immitlee  of  accounts,  who  were  directed  by  an  order  of  council, 
Ih  instant,  to  count  and  destroy  due  bills  of  this  corporation,  ia 
e  of  the  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  of  30th  June,  1834,  re^ 

o  the  19th  instant  they  did  count  and  destroy,  by  burning,  duer 
lis  corporation  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  five  hundrra  and 
ight  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  being  all  that  were  to  be  found  in  the 


Commiiiee  tf 
Accounts. 


THOS.  E.  BAIRD, 
R.  H.  MILLER, 
GEO.  S.  HOUGH, 
TH.  SEMMES, 

oi^  That  said  report  be  accepted,  and  entered  on  the  minutes ;  and 
Tff  thereof  be  furnished  to  the  mayor,  to  be  hud  before  Congress. 
ionv  fiom  the  minutes : 

R,  JOHNSTON,jr.,ca 


flit 
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PETITION 

or  ' 

A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  INDIANA,         i 


Tkewupaiion  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territorjfy  and  the  construty 
imef  a  road  thereto;  and  remonstrating  against  the  construction  ^ 
the  proposed  ship-canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien. 


March  4,  1840. 
Mtmi  to  die  Select  Commitlee  on  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

T^the  honerabk  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  8tate$ 
in  Congress  assembled: 

llie  undersigned,  citisens  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 

WOOLO  RE8PECTFULLT  REPRESENT: 

That,  having  information  of  several  petitions  and  memorials  from  citi- 
Bnu  of  different  States  of  the  Union  presented  to  your  honorable  body 
^tive  to  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  territory  by  the 
Daited  States,  and,  also,  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Linn,  of  the  Senate,  sub* 
Wed  on  the  30th  December,  1839,  on  this  subject,  we  therefore  ask  the 
^tion  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  fact  that  our  entire  trade  with  Riw- 
^  Asia,  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  and  the  entire  western  coast  of  South  anc^ 
%vth  America,  is  now,  and  has  ever  been,  carried  around  the  south  of 
Urica,  or  South  America^  exposed  to  all  the  evils  of  the  stormy  and  dan- 
tennis  seas  of  those  high  southern  latitudes,  and  long  voyages,  at  mat  eit-' 
1*086,  toil,  Ac. :  nearly  all  of  which  may,  we  believe,  be  avoided,  or  le©J 
■Qied,  by  an  inland  and  coast  trade,  so  soon  as  the  Oregon  river  and  a  good 
i^KieDC  road  are  made  and  settled  on  the  portage  between  the  head  of  navii^ 
pAoD  of  the  Oregon  river  and  the  waters  of  the  ^^westf^  thereby  giving^ 
^tiw  trade  of  the  countries  aforesaid  a  new,  shorter,  and  safer  direction^ 
fM  chiefly  within  our  own  territory,  which  will  be  of  incalculable  benefitf 
■  case  of  a  war  with  any  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
.ToQr  memorialists,  therefore,  do  fully  concur  in  opinion  with  the  menKV 
fiilitts  of  Missouri,  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  and  in  the  resolutions  of  Hr» 
^0,  that  the  Oregon  territory  is  ours  of  right,  and  ought  to  be  occupied| 
iieieeced,  and  settled  by  authority  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  a  liberal 
I^Uit  of  land  therein  ought  to  be  made  to  citizen  emigrants,  to  induce  eik^ 
pvprising  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  remove  with  their  fami- 
iei thereto;  especially  seeing  that  the  precedent  set  by  Virginia,  in  grant- 
ig  lands  to  enterprising  persons,  effected  and  secured  the  early  settlemeat  ^ 
liir  A  RivcM,  printers.  W 
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of  Kentucky,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  long  have  remained  in  the 
possession  of  the  Indians  but  for  that  inducement,  and  which  was  the  key 
Co  the  speedy  and  permanent  settlement  of  the  States  wost  of  the  Allegany 
mountains.  We  have,  also,  the  example  of  Texas,  which,  by  a  degree  of 
political  wisdom  seldom  exceeded,  has  secured  the  permanent  settlement  of 
an  extent  of  territory  sufficient  (o  sustain  her  independence  of  Mexico,  in 
fhe  short  space  of  a  very  few  years  ;  so  that  your  honorable  body  can  safely 
count  upon  the  speedy  settlement  of  said  territory  by  adopting  some  £ucb 
policy. 

And,  further,  your  memorialists  having  at  all  times  a  due  regard  and  a 
proper  sense  of  the  honor,  wisdom,  and  mtegrity  of  your  honorable  body, 
and  having  no  thought  of  controlling  or  dictating  to  your  honorable  body, 
but  a  desire  to  obtain  an  expression  of  your  opinion,  and  of  the  viewBof 
the  people  of  the  United  States  generally  on  these  matters,  beg  leave  to 
suggest  the  propriety  (in  case  landls  be  granted  to  emigrants)  of  reaerriog 
the  alternate  section  throughout,  which  will  be  enhanced  in  value  by  the 
improvement  of  the  adjacent  section  of  the  donee  ;  and,  also,  of  confiDiog 
grants  to  within  five  or  ten  miles  of  the  navigable  branch  of  the  Oregon 
river  and  the  portage  road  thereto,  so  as  to  secure  an  early  provision  for  the 
support  of  steamboat  navigation,  &c. ;  and.  also,  of  permitting  mechanics 
and  professional  men  to  receive  an  equal  donation,  and  to  reside  anywhere  in 
Said  territory  that  their  interest  and  judgment  will  dictate,  thereby  eucouras- 
ing  the  settlement  of  cities  and  towns  along  said  river  and  portage  road; 
and,  also,  of  the  immediate  appointment  of  agents  to  treat  with  the  several 
tribes  of  Indians,  through  whose  acknowledged  territory  said  road  may 
pass,  for  a  quantity  of  land  sufficient  to  construct,  support,  and  keep  in  re- 
pair, a  road  from  the  west  line  of  Missouri  to  Oregon,  and  to  purchase  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Oregon  territory  the  lands  designed  to  be  settled,  and 
uform  treaties  of  peace,  amity,  and  commerce  with  them ;  and,  also,  to 
camine  and  survey  one  or  more  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Missouri  or  Ar- 
kansas river,  that  heads  in  the  direction  most  favorable  to  a  junction  with 
the  Oregon  river,  and  report  thereon,  so  that  Ck)ngress  may,  at  the  earlieiC 
day,  remove  any  obstructions  in  such  streams  to  their  navigation,  so  that 
fmigrants  and  traders  to  and  from  said  territory  may  at  once  avail  thefli- 
•elves  of  the  advantages  of  water  carriage  to  the  highest  point  of  naviga- 
tion of  said  streams,  to  carry  provisions,  goods,  farming  utensils,  machinery} 
arois,  ammunition,  &c.,  for  the  more  speedy  improvement  and  protection  of 
said  territory. 

And,  further,  your  memorialists,  having  information,  through  the  psblie 
Dews,  of  petitions  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  your  honorable  body, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  action  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  construct  a  ship-canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  or  of  Panaoar 
in  the  dominions  of  other  States ;  and  considering  (even  though  it  weia 
practicable)  that  such  a  work,  being  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  considered  a  safe  investment  of  the  people's  money,  if  conslitn- 
tional ;  therefore,  we  enter  our  utter  remonstrance  and  protest  agaiotf 
the  construction  of  any  canal,  or  public  work,  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien, 
or  Panama,  so  long  as  our  own  inland  resources  of  trade  remain  untried 
and  unexhausted 
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unTestal} 

1  Rammel, 

i  Stotsman, 

aminel, 

pew, 

iline  Brown, 

Walker, 

I  Duffan, 

Dce  M.  Cake, 

T.  MaccouD, 

O.  Scott, 

'.  Hancock, 

J  M.  Tories, 

» K.  Moore, 

S.  Crawford,  P.  M., 

W.  Smith, 

Burnett, 

s  Kesler, 

O.  Hyten,  (constable,) 

Hainbleton,  Esq., 

>w  W.  Font, 


James  McCInre, 
H.  Swinalor, 
Edward  Strange, 
Francis  Hutchings, 
Thos.  Lockman, 
Solomon  J.  Scott,  M.  D., 
A.  T.  Hart, 
James  D.  Henry, 
Henry  H.  Monin, 
Samuel  Melogue, 
Lewis  Mostin, 
Wm.  D.  Darnall, 
James  L.  Givan, 
William  H.  Miller, 
W.  W.  Mattock, 
Benjamin  F.  Cake, 
Curtis  King, 
John  White, 
Frederick  Whicker, 
John  Flathers, 
Aaron  Y.  Keith, 
C.  C.  BeU. 
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March  4, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  / 

Mr.  Stranoe  made  the  following; 
REPORT: 

I  To  accompany  bill  8.  No.  358.] 

B  CmnmUiee  tm  the  Jndiciarv^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  if 
W'itttam  M.  Sneed,  Stephen  &.  Sneed^  and  Richard  Sneed^  have  had 
he  eaime  under  consideration^  wUh  the  accompanying  docnmmUs^  and 

L  That  it  appears,  that,  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  Archibald 

Sneed,  the  brothet  of  petitioners^  held  several  appointments  as  paymastet 

tiM  United  States  army,  and,  upon  a  setdement  of  ail  his  accounts,  a  baisi 

ee  was  found  due  him  ot  928,682  70. 

i  It  further  appears,  that  during  his  continuance  in  the  office  of  pa3rma«> 

)  one  James  Roddy  was  a  Government  contractor  for  army  supplied  an^ 

Qg  without  the  necessary  means  on  hand,  and  to  meet  the  public  neces- 

e%  b(Hia«ed  of  paymaster  Sneed  $11,000,  on  the  I6th  day  of  Deeembesj 

14,  for  which  Roddy  receipted  to  Sneed,  as  dis/rict  paymaster ;  wfaidi 

n  Roddy  never  repaid,  but  died  insolvent,  without  having  done  so ; 

ther  was  the  same  ever  allowed  Sneed  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 

ih  the  Grovernment. 

J.  It  further  appears,  that  on  the  22d  day  of  May,  1816,  Archibald  H. 

eed  was  appointed  paymaster  of  a  battalion  of  artillery,  and  gave  bond 

ih  William  Sneed,  one  of  the  petitioners,  and  his  father,  Stephen  Sneed, 

Beeurities  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  in  the  penal  sum  of 

0,0UO. 

4.  It  further  appears,  that  Archibald  H.  Sneed  resigned  his  office  in  the 

(^th  of  June,  1817,  and  did,  in  the  month  of  December  following,  repair 

Washington,  and  report  himself  to  the  preper  officer  for  a  settlement  of 

■locounts,  but  was  informed  that  it  was  impossible  to  assign  any  day  for 

Bietdement  of  his  accounts. 

&  It  further  appears,  that  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1817,  the  eaid 

^bald  H.  Sneed  paid  into  the  Bank  of  Augusta,  to  the  credit  of  the  Pay- 

xier  Gener^,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  (being  the  estimated  balance  against 

fly) pursuant  to  instructions. 

i.  It  further  appears,  that  the  said  Archibald  H.  Sneed  made  a  subsequent 

Ueeessfiil  attempt  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  his  accounts ;  and  the  same 

IS  not  settled  untU  the  month  of  April|  1821,  when  a  balance  was  found 

r*Biv«,|iriBtciB.  ^ 
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against  him,  of  $26,636  77,  on  which  a  suit  was  institated  against  the  said 
Archibald,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  place  of  his  residence. 

7.  It  furdier  appears  that  Stephen  Sneed  the  elder  died  in  March,  1821, 
without  any  knowledge  of  his  liability ;  and  the  petitioners  were  ignorant 
tfiereof  until  the  first  Monday  in  August,  1826. 

8.  It  further  appears,  that  at  the  time  of  the  judgment  against  him,  Archi- 
bald EL  Sn^d  was  the  owner  of  considerable  property,  consisting  of  a  house 
and  lot  in  the  town  of  Washington,  State  of  Georgia,  estimated  at  $7,006  or 
$8,000;  a  tract  of  land  estimated  at  $1,000;  and  slaves  and  stock  worth 
aeveral  thousand  dollars ;  yet  no  execution  issued  upon  the  jucknxieQt,  and 
the  United  States  attorney  reported  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  that  Lieutenant 
Sneed  was  said  to  have  no  property,  and  that  his  seearities  lived  in  North 
Carolina. 

9.  It  further  appears,  that  Archibald  H.  Sneed's  house,  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  Georg[ia,  was  destroyed  by  fire  between  the  rendition  of  the 
judgment  against  him  and  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1829 ;  he  having 
sustained  omer  losses,  and  being  reported  insolvent. 

10.  It  further  appears,  that  in  his  lifetime  the  said  Archibald  U.  Sneed 
Blade  firaudulent  purchases  of  property,  in  the  name  of  his  children;  against 
which,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Government,  the  petitioners  have 
proceeded,  and  have  subjected  it  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States ;  but  the 
children,  being  minors,  have  been  allowed  by  the  court  six  months,  after 
coming  of  age,  to  show  error  in  the  decree  against  them,  so  tluit  the  prop- 
erty cannot  now  be  sold  to  advantage :  that  James  R.  Sneed,  one  cl  tbo 
children,  was  of  age  on  the  3d  day  of  December  last ;  and  that  Nathaniel  Jf. 
Sneed,  the  other,  will  not  be  of  age  until  the  20th  day  of  November,  1843; 
and  that  the  property,  if  advanta^usly  sold,  is  worth  between  10,000  and 
§20,000. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  collection  of  said  debt  shoaid  be 
auspended  until  the  20th  day  of  February,  1840,  and  have  reported  a  bOt 
accordingly. 


r 
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March  4,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompaDy  bill  8.  No.  249.] 

Tu  Cammiiiee  on  the  Judiciary^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  P.  Rathbone^  report  : 

That  this  petition  wcls  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in 
le  session  of  1836,  who,  on  the  19th  April,  1836,  made  a  report,  which 
le  Jadidary  Committee  adopt. 


April  19, 1836. 

'V  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  P.  Rathbone^  report: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  and  considered  the  petition  and 
ocoments  of  the  petitioner  referred  to  them.  They  find  that  it  appears 
liat  the  petitioner  was  appointed  district  paymaster  in  the  armv  of  the 
Jnited  States  early  in  the  year  1814,  and  continued  so  until  the  oisband- 
Dg  the  army  in  June,  1815 :  that  on  the  last  adjustment  of  his  accounts  as 
nch  paymaster,  a  balance  is  reported  to  be  due  to  him  on  the  books  of  the 
Preasury  of  $42  74,  which  is  still  standing  to  his  credit :  that  in  the  first 
uijnstment,  items  amounting  to  $2,064  03  were  disallowed,  $654  93 
thereof  were  allowed  in  the  last  adjustment,  which  resulted  in  the  balance 
nov  appearing  on  the  books ;  leaving  items  to  the  amount  of  $1,409  10 
^  claimed  by  the  petitioner  and  still  disallowed  by  the  Third  Auditor. 

That  it  further  appears  that  the  petitioner  entered  into  two  contracts  with 
^  United  States— one  bearing  date  the  1st  day  of  April,  1816,  and  the 
«her  the  5th  day  of  November,  1817— concerning  the  supply  of  rations  to 
*c  troops  of  the  United  States  within  the  Michigan  Territory,  the  vicinity 
<^the  npper  lakes  and  State  of  Ohio,  respectively,  for  one  year:  the  first 
coQunencing  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1817,  and  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
^J,  1818 ;  and  the  latter  commencing  on  the  termination  of  the  first  year, 
"'HI  ending  on  the  31st  of  May,  1819.  The  petitioner  gave  as  sureties  for 
l^e  performance  of  the  first  contract,  John  R.  Satterlee  and  Joseph  F. 
^\i\e ;  and  for  the  performance  of  the  second,  the  same  sureties,  with  the 
dditioDof  John  Mott. 
kix  i  Rivtt,  pnacers. 


I::  :ho  adjustment  of  the  accounts  between  the  petitioner  and  (he  United 
S;a:j?s,  crowing  out  of  these  contracts,  by  the  Third  Auditor,  he,  in  March, 
1531,  reported  to  be  due  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $44,334  84, 
which  was  reduced  in  May,  1822,  to  $42,900  19.  In  that  adjustment  the 
Third  Auditor  made  disallowances  of  items  claimed  by  the  petitioner,  in 
die  aggregate  amounting  to  $45,638  75.  In  addition  to  these  items,  (which, 
it  allowed,  would  have  made  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  of 
$4,190  44,]  he  claimed  an  additional  sum  of  $22,950  42,  as  specified  in  a 
bill  of  particulars  which  was  subsequently  rendered  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cer, but  wholly  rejected  by  him ;  making  the  balance  which  the  petitioner 
claim^  to  be  due  to  him  from  the  United  States  of  $27,L40  86,  and  a  dif- 
ference between  the  accounts  and  claims  of  the  parties  of  $70,041  OS,  to 
be  examined  and  adjusted. 

It  further  appears  that  the  United  States  commenced  two  several  actions 
of  debt  on  these  contracts  against  the  petitioner  and  his  sureties,  in  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York, 
returnable  to  the  term  of  August,  1822.  These  causes  being  at  issue,  and 
noted  for  trial  in  May,  1823,  the  said  court  being  satisfied  that  the  trial 
thereof  would  require  the  examination  of  a  lon^  account,  agreeably  to  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  ordered  the  same  to  be  referred  to 
General  Joseph  Swift,  then  an  officer  of  the  United  Stales  army ;  William 
Ironside,  the  clerk  of  the  said  court ;  and  Comfort  Sands,  a  nierchant  of 
high  standing ;  referees  agreed  upon  and  named  by  the  parties. 

It  further  appears,  by  the  records  in  those  causes,  that  the  said  referees, 
by  their  several  reports  dated  the  17th  October,  1823,  reported  that,  havine 
been  duly  sworn,  and  examined  all  the  accounts,  papers,  vouchers,  certit 
cates,  claims,  demands,  and  testimony,  relating  to  said  several  suits,  with 
due  attention  and  deliberation,  the  parties  appearing  before  them,  and  ex- 
amining such  witnesses  and  hearing  such  evidence  as  was  produced,  and 
bestowing  a  candid  and  patient  attention  on  all  the  points  in  controversy, 
unanimously  reported,  in  each  action,  that  the  defendants  owed  nothinjr  to 
the  United  States ;  and  by  a  supplemental  report  annexed  thereto,  further 
reported  that  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  fortv  dollars 
and  fifty-eight  cents  was  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  petitioner,  on 
the  beforementioned  contracts,  and  certified  that  the  said  sum  was  an 
equitable  claim  on  the  United  States  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  and  tb&t  he 
was  entitled  to  the  prompt  payment  of  the  same.  On  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1823,  final  judgments  were  entered  and  signed  on  tliese  reports, 
which  now  stand  in  full  force,  unappcaled  from  and  unreversed. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  said  accounts  between  ihe  United 
States  and  the  petitioner  appear  to  have  been  fully  examined  and  adjusted 
by  the  referees,  who  were  fairly  chosen  by  the  parties  themselves,  and  men 
of  high  character,  every  way  qualified  to  do  it  faithfully,  and  acting  UDder 
the  sanction  of  an  oath  in  due  course  of  law ;  and  nothing  has  appeared 
before  them  to  impeach  the  report  made  by  the  referees,  or  to  show  that 
the  sum  reported  by  them  is  not  justly  and  equitably  due  from  the  Coited 
States  to  the  petitioner. 

They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 
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March  4,  1840. 

Sabsitted,  \ud  on  the  table,  mod  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

tee  en  ike  Judiciary^  te  whom  u>as  ntfemd  the  memorial 
liionefihe  Loiter  Day  Sainie,  commonly  catted  Mormone^ 


m  of  the  memorialists  sets  forth,  in  substance,  that  a  portion 

commenced  a  settlement  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  in  the 
oori,  in  the  summer  of  1831 :  that  they  bought  lands,  built 
id  churches,  and  established  their  homes,  and  engaged  in  all 
Gcupations  of  life :  that  they  were  expelled  from  that  county 
a  mob,  under  circumstances  of  great  outrage,  cruelty,  and 
nd  Bffainst  all  law,  and  without  any  offence  committed  on 
d  to  the  destruction  of  property  to  the  amount  of  $120,000 : 
ety  thus  expelled  amounted  to  about  1,200  souls :  that  no 
t  was  ever  made  for  the  destruction  of  their  property  in  Jack- 
Br  their  expulsion  from  Jackson  county,  they  settled  in  Clay 
»  opposite  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  where  they  purchased 
ttM^  others  at  the  land  office,  where  they  resided  peaceably 
rs,  engaged  in  cultivation  and  other  useftil  and  active  employ- 

tlie  mob  again  threatened  their  peace,  lives,  and  propertyfi 
une  alarmed,  and  finally  made  a  treaty  with  the  citizens  of 

that  they  should  purchase  their  lands,  and  the  Mormons 
re;  which  was  complied  with  on  their  part,  and  the  Mormons 
he  county  of  Caldwell,  where  they  took  up  their  abode,  and 
[  their  settlement,  not  without  heavy  pecuniary  losses  and 
miences :  that  the  citizens  of  Clay  county  never  iMtid  them 
8,  except  for  a  small  part.  They  remained  in  Caldwell  from 
e  fall  of  1838,  and  during  that  time  had  acquired,  by  purchase 
emment,  the  settlers,  and  pre-emptioners,  almost  all  the  lands 
r  of  Caldwell,  and  a  portion  of  the  lands  in  f^avies  and  Carroll 
3  former  county  being  almost  entirely  settled  by  the  Mormons, 
e  rapidly  filling  up  the  two  latter  counties.  Tliose  counties, 
ormons  first  commenced  their  settlement,  were,  for  the  most 
d  uncultivated,  and  they  had  converted  them  into  large  and 
d  farms,  well  stocked.    Lands  had  risen  in  value  to  $10  and 

•ere,  and  those  counties  were  rapidly  advancing  in  cnltiva- 
1th:  that  in  August,  1838,  a  riot  commenced,  growing  out  of 
'a  Mormon  to  vote,  which  resulted  in  creating  great  excite- 
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ment  and  the  perpetration  of  many  scenes  of  lawless  ontrage,  which  are 
set  forth  in  the  petition  :  that  they  were  finally  compelled  to  fly  from  those 
counties  j  and  on  the  llth  October,  1838,  they  sought  safety  bv  thai  means, 
with  their  families,  leaving  many  of  their  effects  behind :  that  they  had 

Erevibusly  applied  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  Missouri  for  protection, 
at  in  vain.  They  allege  that  they  were  pursued  by  the  mob ;  that  con- 
flicts ensued  ,*  deaths  occurred  on  each  side ;  and,  finally,  a  force  was 
oi]^nized,  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
with  o'rders  to  drive  the  Mormons  from  the  State,  or  exterminate  them. 
The  Mormons  thereupon  determined  to  make  no  further  resistance,  b«t 
to  submit  themselves  to  the  authorities  of  the  State.  Several  of  the  Mormons 
were  arrested  and  imprisoned  on  a  charge  of  treason  against  the  State  ; 
and  the  rest,  amounting  to  about  15,000  souls,  fled  into  other  States,  prin- 
cipally in  Illinois,  where  they  now  reside. 

The  petition  is  drawn  up  at  ^at  length,  and  sets  forth,  with  feeling 
and  eloquence,  the  wrongs  of  which  they  complain ;  justifies  their  own  con- 
duct, and  aggravate  that  of  those  whom  they  call  their  persecutors,  and 
concludes  by  saying  that  they  see  no  redress,  unless  it  be  obtained  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  they  make  their  solemn  last  appeid 
as  American  citizens,  as  Christians,  and  as  men.  To  which  decision  thsf 
say  they  will  submit 

The  committee  have  examined  the  case  presented  by  the  petition,  and 
beard  the  views  urged  by  their  agent,  with  care  and  attention  ;  and,  aflv 
full  examination  and  consideration,  unanimously  concur  in  the  opioioD 
that  the  case  presented  for  their  investigation  is  not  such  a  one  m  will 
justify  or  authorize  any  interposition  by  this  Government  The  wroogi 
complained  of  are  not  alleged  to  be  committed  by  any  of  the  officers  of  tb 
United  States,  or  under  the  authority  of  its  Government  in  any  manner 
whatever.'  The  allegations  in  the  petition  relate  to  the  acts  of  the  citiaos, 
and  inhabitants,  and  authorities  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  of  which  State 
the  petitioners  were  at  the  time  citizens  or  inhabitants.  The  grievaneei 
complained  of  in  the  petition  are  alleged  to  have  been  done  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  committee,  under  these  circumstaneee, 
iuive  not  considered  themselves  justified  in  inquiring  into  the  truth  or  Urn- 
hood  of  the  facts  charged  in  the  petition.  If  they  are  true,  the  petitkNien 
must  seek  relief  in  the  courts  of  judicature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  or  of  dw 
United  States,  which  has  the  appropriate  jurisdiction  to  administer  full  and 
adequate  redress  for  the  wrong^  complained  of,  and  doubtless  will  do  so 
fidrly  and  impartially ;  or,  the  petitioners  may,  if  they  see  proper,  apply  to 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  State  of  Missouri — an  appeal  which 
the  committee  feel  justified  in  believing  will  never  be  made  in  vain  by  the 
injured  or  oppressed.  It  can  never  be  presumed  that  a  State  either  wants 
the  power,  or  lacks  the  disposition,  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  its  own  citiaas 
committed  within  her  own  territory,  whether  they  proceed  from  the  lawless 
acts  of  her  officers,  or  any  other  persons. 

The  committee  therefore  report  that  they  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  fi)llowing  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  in  this  case ;  and  that  the  memorial- 
ists have  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  which  accompany  their  memorial* 
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MOTION 

SUBMITTED  BY  MR-  CALHOUN, 

'an  to  the  national  rights  of  vessels  forced  by  stress  of  ioeather  inta 
fyportSy  and  the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those  cireum- 


March  4, 1840. 

Sabmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


vedj  That  a  ship  or  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace, 
.  in  a  lawful  voyage,  is,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  under 
usive  jurisdiction  of  the  State  to  which  her  flag  belongs ;  as  much 
'constituting  a  part  of  its  own  domain. 

vedj  That  if  such  ship  or  vessel  should  be  forced  by  stress  of 
',or  other  u^avoidable  cause,  into  the  port  of  a  friendly  power,  she 
under  the  same  laws,  lose  none  of  the  rights  appertaining  to  her 
tiigh  seas ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  she  and  her  cargo  and  persons  on 
vith  their  property,  and  all  the  rights  belonging  to  theur  personal 
t,  as  established  by  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  they  belong, 
be  jdaced  under  the  protection  which  the  laws  of  nations  extend 
infortunate  under  such  circumstances. 

herf,  That  the  brig  Enterprise,  which  was  forced  unavoidably  by 
f  weather  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda  island,  while  on  a  lawful 
on  the  high  seas  from  one  port  of  the  Union  to  another,  comes 
the  principles  embraced  in  the  foregoing  resolutions ;  and  diat  the 
andf  detention  of  the  negroes  on  board  by  the  local  authority  of  the 
was  an  act  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  ui^uflt 
»wn  citizens  to  whom  they  belong. 
Uf€s,  iiriaien. 


v| 
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RESOLUTION 

OF  THI 

USE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  FLORIDA  TERRITORY, 

cvre  the  passage  of  a  law  to  atUhorize  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in  the  town 
of  fSt.  Mark^Sj  in  that  Territory. 


1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands:,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


hereas,  by  reason  of  ihe  long  pending  (and  still  pending)  lawsuit  be- 
Q  the  United  States  and  the  Appalachicola  Land  Company,  in  regard 
e  title  to  the  land  at  the  junction  of  the  St.  Mark's  and  Wakulla  riverSi 
eon  county,  Florida,  the  town  of  St.  Mark's  is  greatly  retarded  in  its 
rth  and  prosperity,  and  the  interests  of  the  residents  of  said  place,  and 
lublic  convenience,  greatly  prejudiced  ;  said  land  being,  in  consequence, 
held  by  both  parties  from  sale :  and  whereas  the  said  Appalachicola 
1  Company  agree  to  a  sale  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  in  lots,  on  equitable 
s,  the  proceeds  to  be  held  subject  to  the  final  decision  of  the  Supreme 
t  of  the  United  States  as  to  said  title :  It  is,  therefore, 
esolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Florida^ 
t  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  be  respectfully  requested  to  pass  a 
at  as  early  a  period  as  possible  of  the  present  session,  authorizing  the 
of  said  town  in  town  lots,  upon  such  equitable  terms,  as  to  the  proceeds 
ch  sales,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  United  States  and  said 
l«ny ;  and  that,  in  such  sales,  the  rights  and  interests  of  said  residents, 
have  made  improvements  on  said  lots,  should  be  protected  as  in  the 
er  law  of  Congress  respecting  the  sale  of  said  town  ;  and  that  a  copy 
of  be  forwarded  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Speaker 
ie  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Delegate  in  Congress  from  Florida, 
dopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  February  21,  1840. 
Attest : 

JAMES  U.  GIBSON,  Clerk. 
raSiref,  rriiiicre. 
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MEMORIAL 

or 

CITIZENS  OF  ST.  MARK'S,  IN  MIDDLE  FLORIDA, 


passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  public  lots  in  that 

town. 


March  5.  1840. 

Referred  to  ihe  Commiltee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ihe  United  States  of 
America  in  Conf^ress  assembled : 


'•&' 


I  memorial  and  petition  of  inhabitants  of  St.  Mark's,  in  Middle  Florida? 

IBLY    SHOWETH  : 

hat,  from  ten  to  twelve  years  ago,  the  petitioners  were  induced  to  locate 
iselves,  and  to  invest  their  means  in  the  erection  of  numerous  warehouses 
dwellings  at  St.  Mark's,  in  Middle  Florida,  on  considerations  of  its 
ibleness  for  a  commercial  port ;  that  their  selection  was  warranted  by 
experience  of  the  Spanish  and  EngHsh  Governments,  confirmed  by  their 
,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  who,  by  an  act 
leir  favor,  guarantied  to  them  their  improvements, 
lat,  owing  to  the  progressive  increase  of  the  trade  of  St.  Mark's,  the  pe- 
lers,  finding  their  accommodations  now  insufficient,  are  well  disposed 
crease  them,  to  meet  the  public  demand ;  and  are  kept  from  doing  so 
on  account  of  the  question  as  to  the  property  of  St.  Mark's  between  the 
3rnment  and  the  Appalachicola  Land  Company  being  still  undecided, 
fiat,  in  the  meantime,  a  new  town  is  beino:  established  by  the  Talla- 
le  Railroad  Company,  at  a  point  three  miles  by  the  river  below  St. 
c's,  which  has  already  been  of  serious  injury  to  the  petitioners,  and 
itens  the  entire  loss  of  their  trade :  the  said  Tallahassee  Railroad  Com- 
having,  agreeably  to  their  advertisement  of  9th  September  last,  ceased 
:»ive  or  forward  goods  at  or  from  any  other  point  but  Port  Leon,  their 
town — thus  compelling  petitioners,  at  risk  and  loss,  to  reconvey  their 
5  there  by  barges  or  lighters  ;  and  are  erecting  wharves  out  into  the 
le  of  the  channel  of  the  river  at  that  point,  which  will  obstruct,  if  not 
jr  wholly  impracticable,  the  navigation  of  the  river  to  St.  Mark's. 
lat  the  petitioners,  nevertheless,  retaining  their  convictions  of  the 
Ueness  and  superiority  of  St.  Mark*s  for  a  commercial  port  overmppi 
point  on  the  bay  of  Appalachie ;  and  with  the  view  also  to  pM^j^^ 
JJLBives,  printers. 
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themselves,  and  promote  the  public  convenience  ;  and  in  the  belief  that  the 
question  with  the  Land  Company  would  finally  have  been  settled  at  the 
present  session  of  the  Supreme  Court,  have  made  application  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  now  assembled,  for  a  charter  to 
construct  a  railroad  from  Tallahassee,  the  seat  of  the  Territorial  Govern- 
ment, and  the  point  through  which  the  produce  of  Middle  Florida  passes  to 
St.  Mark's.  But  being  informed  that  the  case  with  the  Land  Company  is 
postponed  for  another  year,  and  with  reason  apprehensive  that  their  efforts 
may  be  unavailing,  and  their  rights  in  the  meantime  destroyed  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Railroad  Company,  most  respectfully  represent  and 
suggest  that  a  sale  of  lots  at  St.  Mark's  might  be  had  at  once,  by  means  of 
an  arrangement  between  the  parties  litigants,  which  would  secure  to  them, 
or  either  of  them,  according  as  the  question  may  finally  be  determined,  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale,  and  warrant  the  petitioners  in  making  permanently 
those  additions  and  improvements  which  the  necessities  of  their  business 
and  the  public  convenience  demand. 

Wherefore,  the  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  most  respectfully  pray  that 
their  case  may  have  your  early  consideration  and  action. 

February  21,  1840. 


P.  H.  Swain 
Jesse  N.  Olney 
W.  H.  Mathus 
Gustavus  V.  West 
Albert  R.  Alexander 
Geo.  C.  Middleton 
A.  G.  Middleton 
Ed.  B.  Jenkins 
Wm.  S.  Dunsmore 
Wm.  R.  Madden 
Wm.  Cooley 


John  Ledgerwood 
J.  W.  Powers 
R.  W.  Jenkins 
John  Stone 

E.  Madden 

F.  B.  Whiting 
R.  H.  Blount 
Anthony  Belano 
John  B.  Satterthwaite 
Henry  H.  Walker 

P.  Kerr. 


1  Congress,  [SENATE.]  t"  251  1 


St  Slegsion. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  6,  1840.  i 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  '  t 

'  r 

Mr.  Wall  made  the  following  ^ 

REPORT:  I 

[To  accompany  the  joint  resolntion,  8.  No.  5.]  i 

9 

The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress^  report : 

On  the  9th  January,  1839,  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  by; 
her  Robbins  and  John  Pope,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Langtree  &|. 
Sullivan  for  the  publication  of  The  Madison  Papers,  for  five  thousand i 
liars,  to  form  two  volumes,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  1,100  pages  ; 
d  the  pablishers  to  deliver  2,000  copies  of  the  work  to  Congress.    It  be- 
%  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  work  would  exceed  1,100  pages,  an- 
ler  agreement  was  made  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1839,  between  the 
ne  parties,  providing  for  defraying  the  expense  resulting  from  the  in-^ 
ase  of  the  p»ges  and  volumes  of  the  work,  by  diminishing,  pro  rata^  the 
mber  of  copies,  stipulated  under  the  first  contract,  to  be  delivered  to  Con-< 
«.    Afterward,  the  Joint  Committee,  by  resolutions,  directed  an  index 
be  made,  and  the  work  to  be  emfcelUsh^  with  certain  fac  similes^  and; 
it  the  expense  thereof  should  be  defrayed  on  the  same  principle. , .  .  f 

Fhe  work  has  been  completed  by  the  publishers,  and  has  been  examinecl. 
the  committee.  It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  publishers  have^ 
ihfolly  complied  with  their  contracts,  and  executed  the  work^  in  such  aj 
inner  as  does  great  credit  to  their  taste,  skill,  and  workmanship,  and  af«* 
ds  a  very  favorable  specimen  oi  the  typographical  art  in  this  country^ 
Bf  the  letter  of  the  publishers,  dated  the  17th  February  last,  and  which^ 
Hmexed  as  a  part  of  this  report,  it  appears  that,  under  the:  ^boforemen-i 
Hd  contracts  and  resolutions,  Congress  is  entitled  to  eight  hundred  audi 
^  copies  of  The  Madison  Papers.  That  letter  fully  explains  the  prin-^ 
je  and  mode  of  computation  by  which  such  reduction  has  been  made, 
ieh  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  correct 

t  is  understood  that  the  publishers  will  be  ready  to  deliver  the  stipulated*, 
iber  of  copies  of  The  Madison  Papers  as  soon  as  Congress  .shall  make,  an 
^  for  their  reception.  •    :  . : . ) 

^  committee,  therefore,  recomnoend  the  adoption  of  Ibe  jfoUowiDgi 
tVQsolution:  >  .  i 

Umiived  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Umied^ 
tie  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Librarian  pf  .Qonr; 
i  bii,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  receive  from  Langtree  &»  0'Sulli-| 
eight  hundred  and  ninety  copies  of  "  The  Madison  P«peiS|'!tOi)d  tfi| 
'Ik Bros,  printers. 
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D  this  number  (1,076)  are  then  to  bo  made  the  following  deductions, 

»rdance  with  the  provisions  of  the  contract  : 

or  the  preparation  of  the  index,  $500. 

s  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  fac  similes,  with  which  the 

as  been  embellished,  in  accordance  with  the  subsequent  understand- 

ii  the  committee,  $100. 

has  proved  necessary,  to  some  extent,  to  use  a  smaller  type  than 
hich  was  contemplated  in  the  proposals  of  the  committee  and  the 
t  of  the  publishers.  This  was  dictated  equally  by  the  laws  of  typo- 
»1  propriety,  and  by  the  motive  of  moderating  the  size  which  the 
inst  have  attained  had  the  larger  type  of  pica  been  used  for  the  in- 
lOO  and  the  index.  The  number  of  pages  of  bourgeois  is  96,  that  of 
•268.  The  solid  contents  of  the  bourgeois  page  being  1,274  ef7», 
the  brevier  page  2,1 17  ems,  the  total  solid  contents  of  this  portion  of 
rk  are  690,000  c/ns.  The  pica  page  containing  only  946  ems,  the 
Mitents  of  the  same  number  of  pages  in  that  type  would  have  been 
15^000  ems,  excess  of  the  former  355,000  ems.  The  actual  cost  of 
aposition  and  stereotyping  being  in  exact  proportion  to  the  solid  con- 
fthe  work,  it  is  evident  that  the  publishers  are  entitled  to  the  deduc- 
the  cost  of  this  excess.  This  cost  ranging  from  75  cents  to  $1,  per 
^mSf  the  publishers  adopt  the  lower  rate,  which  fixes  the  amount  at 
K. 

aggregate  of  these  three  items  of  deduction  is  $866  25.  In  accordance 
le  supplementary  contract,  such  deductions  are  to  be  covered  by  an 
Int  diminution  of  the  number  of  copies  to  be  furnished,  instead  of 
litional  appropriation  for  an  extra  allowance.    The  price  per  copy 

been  fixed  by  the  preceding  calculations  at  $4  65,  this  deduction 
le  number  of  copies  to  be  furnished  must  be  186. 
net  number,  therefore,  to  be  furnished  by  the  publishers,  according 
» fesults,  is  890. 

rhtch  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  committee  by  the  publishers, 

LANGTREE  &  O'SULLIVAN. 
he  Mnt  Library  Committee  of  Onigress. 


f OBB88,  [  SENA  tE.  ]  r  3511 1 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  5,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

[To  accompany  S.  bDl  N<».  253.] 

tmiitee  on  PrivcUe  Land  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  Compton^  report :      * 

t  appears  that,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1836,  John  Compton  was  per* 

enter,  at  the  land  office  at  Opeloiisas,  in  Louisiana,  section  33, 

1 1  west,  as  a  back  pre-emption  to  section  34,  in  the  same  town- 

ating  on  Red  river,  entered  by  him  as  assignee  of  Oarrigues 

ntry  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office  considered 
inted  by  law,  and  refused  to  sanction  it  by  any  official  act  of  his. 
.cts  in  the  case  are : 

agister  of  the  land  office  in  the  eastern  land  district  of  Louisiana, 
port  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bearing  date  the  1st  of 
1821,  recommended  the  confirmation  of  the  claim  of  Oarrigues 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extract : 
!0.  Oarrigues  Flaujac  claims  a  tract  of  land,  situated  in  the  county 
Coupic,  on  the  bayou  Grosse  Tete,  having  forty  arpens  front  on 
of  the  said  bayou,  with  a  depth  of  forty  arpens. 
claimant  holds  by  purchase  from  Louis  Berton  D^Antilly,  io  whom 
anted  by  Goverrjror  Miro  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  1791,  as  ap- 
in  the  order  of  survey.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  claim 
be  confirmed." 

act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of  February,  1823,  entitled  <<  An  act 
ntary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjusttnent  of  land  claims  in  the 
Louisiana,"  this  claim  was  so  confirmed. 

first  section  of  the  act  approved  June  15th,  1832,  entitled  "An 
ithorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  enter  back 
t  is  provided :  "  That  every  person  who,  either  by  virtue  of  a 
ir  Spanish  grant  recognised  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
:laim  confirmed  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
ing  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
tueof  any  title  deiived  from  the  United  States,  owns  a  tract  of 
iering  on  any  river,  creek,  bayou,  or  water-course,  in  the  said  ter- 
\l  exceeding  in  depth  forty  arpens,  French  measure,  shall  be  entitled 
^rence  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  any  vacant  tract  adjoining  to, 

Ttt,  piiDiers. 
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and  back  of,  his  own  tract,  not  exceeding  forty  arpcns  (French  measure) ii 
depth,  nor  in  quantity  of  land  that  which  is  contained  in  his  own  tract  at 
the  same  price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as  aro  or  may  be 
provided  by  law  for  the  other  public  lands  in  the  said  State." 

By  this  act  he  was  entitled  to  a  back  pre-emption,  under  his  Spanish 
grant,  upon  the  Grosse  Tete  ;  but  before  he  located  it,  (the  grant  confirmed 
by  the  act  of  28th  February,  1832.)  the  United  States  sold  the  lands  to 
other  persons ;  and  to  prevent  Flaujac  from  ejecting  those  purchasers,  (who 
had  paid  for  their  lands,  and  made  improvements  upon  them,)  a  law  w^ 
passed  on  the  20lh  of  May,  182G,  empowering  Flaujac  to  locate  his  gmi 
upon  any  unappropriated  public  lands  in  the  southwestern  district  of  Lou- 
isiuna,  south  of  Red  river ;  and  provided  that  the  location  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  made  in  one  body,  and  conform  as  near  as  practicable  to  the 
lines  of  public  surveys. 

It  being  found  impracticable  to  locate  the  grant  in  one  body,  a  supple- 
mental act  was  passed  on  the  1st  of  May,  1834,  authorizing  the  locatiouto 
be  made  in  tracts  of  not  less  than  eight  hundred  arpens.  Under  this  au- 
thority, and  conformable  to  it,  he  located  section  34,  which  is  on  Red 
river.  And  as,  by  the  act  of  June  15,  1832,  granting  a  preempiionia 
the  location  of  back  lands,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  have  located  a 
tract  at  the  back  of  his  grant  on  bayou  Grosse  Tete,  he  conceived  himself 
entitled  to  the  same  privilege  in  the  new  tract  w*hich  he  was  obliged  by  the 
act  of  the  United  States  to  transfer  to  Red  river,  he  located  section  34  as  a 
back  preemption  to  section  33. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  i^and  Ollice  refused  to  suffer  him  to 
hold  this  preemption,  on  the  ground  that  the  front  tract  was  public  po* 
perty  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1832 ;  which,  in  its  terms,  he  says, 
confines  the  preemption  to  those  who  owned  the  front  land  on  that  day. 

It  is  true  Mr.  Flaujac  did  not  actually  hold  and  possess  the  tract  on  Bed 
river  till  after  the  act  of  May,  1834 ;  but  then  he  held.  Ions;  before  ^  act 
of  June,  1832,  a  tract  on  bayou  Grosse  Tete,  his  title  to  which  waBicoty- 
nised  by  the  Government  to  be  complete,  and  which  he  was  prevented  fiwi 
holding  and  enjoying  by  the  act  of  the  Government  in  selling  it  to  otheft 
And  when  lie  was  transferred  to  Red  river,  it  was  probably  intended  t0 
transfer  with  him  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  he  had,  or  wouldbe 
entitled  to,  at  bayou  Grosse  Tete.  These  lands  are  among  the  most  idiot 
ble  in  Louisiana. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Flaujac,  or  hisiqpi^ 
tentative  or  representatives,  are  in  equity  entitled  to  tlie  land  he  hasealei*' 
as  a  back  pre-emption  to  the  tract  on  Red  river,  and  that  a  title  sboaUbe 
made  in  the  ordinary  form  of  titles  to  such  pre  emptions  to  him ;  for  wfaidi 
purpose  a  bill  is  reported. 
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IH  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  5,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clayton  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  254.] 

%B  CammUiee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Lord,  report  : 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  that  in  the  month  of  November  or  December, 
il8,  he  became  surety  in  a  bond  to  the  United  States  for  duties  payable  by 
owe  &  Fitch,  merchants  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  the  amount 
'  $1,923  75,  which  bond  became  due  23d  August,  1819  :  that  about  the 
BIB  the  bond  fell  due,  the  principals  therein  became  insolvent,  and  made 
1  attifrnment  of  their  property  to  trustees  for  the  payment  of  their  debts  ; 
St  of  the  United  States  having  a  priority  of  payment :  that  the  effects  of 
owe  &  Fitch,  which  went  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  were  fully  suf- 
MOt  to  satisfy  the  bond ;  and  that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Charleston, 
ho  then  had  the  bond,  was  aware  of  these  facts,  and  expressed  his  opinion 
at  the  bond  would  be  paid  out  of  that  fund  :  that  nearly  at  the  same  time, 
id  under  the  embarrassments  to  which  mercantile  pursuits  were  then  sub- 
ct,  he  was  compelled  also  to  make  an  assignment  of  his  effects  to  a  trustee 
r  the  payment  of  his  debts :  that  when  he  did  so,  he  called  upon  the  cot- 
dor  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  make  any  provision 
riAis  debt  to  the  United  States,  for  which  he  was  surety  only,  and  not 
s  principal  debtor;  and  was  expressly  informed  by  the  collector  tliat  he 
d  not  regard  it  as  necessary  that  he  should  do  so,  inasmuch  as  the  prop- 
ijf  of  aowe  S^  Fitch  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  was  liable,  and  was 
mmed  sufficient :  that,  with  this  assurance,  and  from  a  behef  that  Aie 
nited  States  were  sufficiently  provided  for,  and  not  with  any  view  to  de- 
Bod  theoQ,  he  did  not  return  them  in  his  list  of  creditors,  but  made  out  a 
thedule  of  his  own  bona  fide  creditors,  to  whom  the  entire  avails  of  his 
E9cts  were  in  good  faith  distributed  by  his  trustee :  that  the  tmstee,  in  the 
ischarge  of  his  duty,  gave  notice  of  his  purpose^o  make  distribution,  fod 
Y  a  public  advertisement  called  on  all  the  creditors  to  state  and  exhibit 
leir  claims,  but  that  no  claim  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  was  presented. 
[e  iurther  alleges  that  he  had  every  reason  to  suppose,  and  dia  suppose 
Qtil  seven  or  eight  years  afterward,  that  the  bond  of  Howe  <fc  Fitch  to 
le  United  States  was  paid  ;  but  then  it  appeared  that  the  trustees  of  Howe 
>  Fitch,  though  they  had  collected  much  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge 
he  bond  I  out  of  the  effects  of  the  firm  in  their  hands,  had  nevertheless  applied 
lair  dt  RiTCfi,  printers. 
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it  to  Uieir  own  use,  and  failed  to  pay  the  United  States,  who,  by  law,  were  enti- 
tled to  be  first  paid.  A  suit  was  then  brought  by  the  Unitra  States  against 
him  as  surety  in  the  bond,  and  a  judgment  recovered ;  but  for  many  yean 
no  proceedings  were  taken  on  it.  Orders  have  been  given  to  revive  the 
judgment ;  and  the  only  indulgence  the  petitioner  expects  is,  that  execution 
will  be  stayed  to  the  end  of  this  session  of  Congress.  And  tlie  petitioner 
asks  to  be  reheved  from  the  payment  of  this  judgment. 

There  is  a  fact  disclosed  by  one  of  the  papers  accompanying  the  petition^ 
but  which  is  not  stated  or  relied  on  in  the  petition  itself,  upon  which  the 
whole  equity  of  the  case  may  turn.    Supposing  the  facts  charged  in  the 
petition  to  be  true,  they  afibrd,  of  themselves,  no  ground  of  relief  either  at 
Jaw  or  in  equity.     For  aught  that  appears,  no  injury  has  been  done  to  the 
party,  nor  has  his  condition  been  rendered  worse.    But  if  the  fact  be  true 
OS  stated  in  the  petition,  that  Lord,  when  about  to  assign  his  effects  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  called  on  the  collector  of  Charleston  to  ascertain 
from  him  whether  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  make  any  provision  for  this 
debt  to  the  United  States  for  which  he  was  surety,  and  was  expressly  in- 
formed by  the  collector  that  he  did  not  reg^ard  it  as  necessary  that  be 
should  do  so,  inasmuch  as  the  property  of  Howe  &  Fitch  in  the  hands  of 
the  trustees  was  liable,  and  was  deemed  sufficient ;  and  from  this  assurance, 
and  froma  belief  that  the  United  States  were  sufficiently  provided  for,he  made 
DO  provision  in  his  assignment  for  them — then  the  petitioner  was  led  into 
error,  and  deprived  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act  entitled  <-  An  act  for  the 
xelief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,"  and  this  deeian* 
lion  of  the  ag:ent  of  the  Government  (supposing  it  to  be  proved)  has  worked 
a  material  injury  to  the  petitioner  ;  for  when  he  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
die  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  that  act,  his  application  was  dismissed,  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  that  ho  had  not  in  that  assignment  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt  due  the  United  States. 

But  the  committee  are  constrained  to  say  that  no  satisfactory  proof  has 
been  exhibited  to  them  that  this  alleged  declaration  of  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Charleston  was  ever  made  to  the  petitioner.  He  alleges  that  the 
witnesses  by  which  he  could  have  proved  the  fact  are  dead.  He  distinctly 
asserts  the  fact  in  his  petition,  but  he  does  not  aver  it  in  his  afiUdavit  It  is 
true  he  states  it  argumentatively,  but  he  docs  not  aver  it  with  certainty; 
what  be  states  mav  be  perfectly  true,  and  yet  his  statement  does  not 
prove  the  fact  which  he  would  wish  to  be  inferred  from  it.  He  states  that 
^ihr&ugh  hisfriend;sP  he  consulted  Major  Thews,  the  then  collector  of  the 
porty  on  the  propriety  of  making  some  adequate  provision  for  the  payment 
4>f  this  bond ;  but  his  conduct  on  this  subject  was  influenced  by  the  opinioa 
of  the  collector,  who,  from  an  examination  of  Howe  &  Fitch's  assignment 
believed  that  the  assets  therein  assigned  were  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  all 
the  debts ;  and  he  avers  that  this  was  the  reason  why  this  was  not  madesr 
preferred  debt  in  his  assignment.  Taking  this  affidavit  to  be  tnie,Loni 
himself  had  no  conversation  with  the  collector,  but  all  his  information  wi^ 
derived  from  the  witnesses  whom  he  states  to  be  now  dead. 

But  supposing  the  affidavit  of  the  petitioner  to  have  stated  every  thing" 
wth  the  utmost  certainty  as  he  wished  to  prove  it,  the  committee  do  not 
think  that  this  kind  of  evidence  ought  to  be  received  by  the  United  States 
10  dischar^  a  bond  or  other  debt  due  to  them.  In  controversies  with  indi- 
Yjdnals  this  would  not  be  attempted,  nor  should  the  United  States  give  coon- 
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tnanoe  to  it  It  would  lead  to  the  worst  of  evils ;  it  would,  in  £ict,  give  » 
praniium  for  perjury. 

This  observation  is  general,  and  is  not  desired  to  be  applied  with  any 
pecnliar  force  to  the  petitioner,  whose  general  character  has  been  represent- 
ed to  be  good ;  but  to  be  applied  to  all  cases  of  like  kind. 

The  committee  have  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  he  has  not 
shown  any  ground  entitling  him  to  be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  this 
debt 

The  petitioner,  however,  has  been  represented  to  this  committee  to  be 
poor,  and  entirely  unable  to  satisfy  the  whole  of  this  debt ;  that,  by  his  own 
exertioDs  and  industry,  he  is  able  to  do  but  little  more  than  subsist  his  family; 
and  that  by  his  imprisonment  the  United  States  would  gain  nothing,  while 
great  injury  would  be  done  to  him  and  his  family. 

The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill  to  enable  him  to  take  the  benefit 
of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1831,  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors 
ot  the  United  States. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  5, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

te  CommUiee  of  Claims j  to  whom  teas  referred  the  memorial  of  WUJiam^ 
McMahoTij  report  : 

That  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  for  ihe  use  of  his  house  in  Cumber- 
nd,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  1794,  by  General  Henry  Lee,  who  was 
leo  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  there  assembling  for  the  purpose 
I  suppressing  the  insurrection  in  western  PennsylvAuia.  It  is  stated  by 
le  memorialist  that  the  General  and  his  staff  occupied  his  house,  d&c,  as 
tieit  bead-quarters.  The  memorialist  also  states  that  he*was  requested,  at 
be  time,  by  the  quartermaster,  to  make  out  his  account  for  the  occupation, 
cc.;  which  he  declined  doing.  This  is  the  first  appearance  of  this  claim, 
s&r  as  the  committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  And  if  the  memorialist 
)nsidered  himself  so  much  honored  nt  the  time,  by  the  company  of  the 
reneral  and  his  staff,  as  to  decline  making  any  charge  against  the  United 
Utes  for  the  use  of  his  buildings,  the  committee  cannot  perceive  that  the 
aimant,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  fifty  years,  can,  with  much  justice,  elect 
ow  to  give  a  different  character  to  the  transaction.  Whether  the  claim- 
it  did,  or  did  not,  intend  to  waive  all  claim  for  compensation  for  the  use 
r  the  buildings,  the  committee  do  not  consider  themselves  called  upon  to 
acide.  The  claim  is  not  supported  by  such  evidence  as  should  entitle  it 
» a  favorable  consideration.  Every  presumption  a^inst  the  justice  of  the 
laim  may  fairly  be  made,  and  the  petitioner  should  remove  every  possible 
oubt.  If  there  was  a  contract  for  the  use  of  his  buildings  at  the  time,  hy 
kaml  Lee  and  his  ofiicers,  that  contract  should  be  distinctly  proved.  If 
onch  contract  was  made,  the  character  and  extent  of  the  occupation 
boold  be  proved  fully  by  some  of  the  officers  then  attached  to  General 
«fB  command.  And  if  there  is  any  reason  why  the  claim  was  not  can- 
died  at  the  time,  that  fact  ought  to  be  well  substantiated  by  the  testimony 
fthe  qnartermaster,  if  living,  or  of  some  other  officer  then  present  The 
Mnmittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  merit  in  the  claim,  and  re- 
Bttneod  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
Buchedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought  to  be  rejected. 

liir4BiV0t,pfiiaicn. 
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litSusion. 


RESOLUTIONS 

OP 

THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


if  the  passage  of  the  Independent  Treasury  Billy  and  of  the  bill  to  grad- 
uate the  price  of  the  public  Iwids  to  actual  settlers^  and  approving  th/e 
poHcy  and  measures  of  the  late  and  present  administrations. 


March  5,  1840. 

Laid  OD  ihe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


'esolutions  relative  to  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  State  ;^  tlie  import- 
ance of  the  adoption,  by  Congress,  at  its  present  session,  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury  Bill,  and  instructing  our  Senators  in  Congress  to  vote 

for  the  passage  of  the  same. 

Whereas  the  pecuniary  condition  of  our  country  is  a  subject  of  the  most 
iposing  magnitude,  .and  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  people  of  this 
tate,  demanding  the  exercise  of  wisdom,  firmness,  honesty,  and  patriot- 
na  in  those  public  functionaries  upon  whom  devolves  the  duty  of  le- 
slation,  to  the  end  that  the  evils  under  which  we  labor  may  be  cor- 
cted :  and  whereas  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Le- 
slature  of  this  State,  with  regard  to  the  causes  of  the  present  evils, 
id  the  remedies  best  calculated  to  correct  them,  seems  to  be  called  for 
f  every  consideration  of  public  duty : 

1st.  Wherefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
ppi.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  great  and  primary  cause 
f  the  prevailing  embarrassments  and  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  conn- 
Tr  is  to  be  found  in  excessive  banking,  under  the  authority  of  the  Gen- 
1^  and  State  Governments  ;  that  paper  issues,  by  bank  corporations,  pur- 
oning  to  be  the  representatives  of  money,  in  their  very;  nature  tend  to 
le  s^uction  of  individual  and  national  industry  firom  its  natural  and 
^timate  pursuits ;  convert  honest  enterprise  into  a  spirit  of  wild  spec- 
ulation ;  engender  public  and  individual  extravagance,  and  looseness  of 
tmals;  le^  to  every  species  of  gambling,  and  beget  over-action  in 
very  branch  of  business :  that  these  are  melancholy  signs  of  the  present 
VMBSy  and  that  they  have  kept  pace  with  the  increasing  redundancy  of  pa- 
er  issues  for  several  years  past. 

id.  Resolvedy  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  and  G^eral  Governments, 
0  &r  as  they  possess  the  constitutional  power,  to  pirovide  a  remedy  for 
hiiHUxft*,  printers. 
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those  evils  which  have  been  fastened  upon  the  country  by  unwise  and 
reckless  legislation. 

3d,  litsoivedj  That  the  i>owcr  of  Government  over  currency  is  one  of 
the  high  attributes  of  sovereignty ;  that  the  only  currency  known  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  is  coin  or  metallic  currency ;  that  ihft 
States  hare  not  only  parted  with,  and  granted  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States, so  nmch  of  their  sovereignty  as  relates  to  coin  or  meialhc 
currency,  but  the  Suites  have  also  prohibited  themselves  from  the  exer- 
cise of  such  attribute  of  sovereignty  as  relates  to  coin  or  metallic  currency; 
and  also  such  attribute  of  sovereignty  as  relates  to  emitting  bills  ofcredii. 

At/i.  ResoU'cd,  That  the  Independent  Treasury  system,  recommended 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  by  which  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government  are  projx>sed  to  be  entirely  separated 
from  the  banks,  and  the  revenues  collected  in  coin,  is  the  only  measure 
within  the  competency  of  Congress  to  impose  an  effectual  restraint  upon 
inordinate  issues  of  bank  pajwr ;  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and  pol- 
icy of  the  Government  that  its  revenue  should  be  used  in  aid  of  commer- 
cial, manufacturing,  or  any  other  privileged  interest,  through  the  insini- 
nientaiity  of  banks,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  agricultural  and  producti^-e  in- 
terests; therefore, 

5lh.  Resolved^  Tliat,  believing  that  the  connexion  of  the  Govemmeni 
with  the  banks  exerts  a  deleterious  influence  ui)on  the  industr}"- of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  this  IjCgislaturc  is  of  opinion  that  the  Independenc 
Treasury  system,  with  the  siHJcie  clause,  should  be  adopted  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress  ;  and  that  our  Senators  be  instnicted,  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  vote  for  the  same. 

6//*.  Resolved,  That  the  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  graduate  the  price  of  said 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  is  a  measure  that  is  called  for  bv  the  best  interests 
of  the  State. 

7ih.  Resolvcdy  That  this  Legislature  lieartily  approve  the  leading  meas- 
ures of  the  late  and  [)rcsent  administrations  of  the  Federal  Government; 
that  they  have  full  and  entire  confidence  in  the  talents,  integrity,  and  pa- 
triotism of  Martin  Van  Uuren,  tlie  Chief  Executive  Magistrate ;  and  that 
they  regard  his  administration  as  giving  promise  of  the  same  success 
which  marked  that  of  his  illustrious  predecessor. 

8tfi.  Rvsolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  are  hereby  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  support,  in  good  faith,  the  leading 
measures  and  policy  as  heretofore  brought  for\vard  and  advocated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  use  all  fair  and  proper  exertions  to 
carry  out  and  sustain  and  accomplish  the  same. 

9/A.  Resolved y  That  the  (iovernor  be  requested  to  transmit  acopyrf 
the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

J.  SPEIGHT, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresefiteUwes. 
(JEO.  B.  AUGUSTUS, 
President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  13, 1810 : 

A.  G.  McNUTT. 
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MEMORIAL 

OP  « 

EDMUND    P.  GAINES, 

PRorosixa 

A  system  of  national  deftvce^  and  prayifig  Us  adoption  by  Congress, 


March  6,  1840. 
Referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Miliiaiy  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  tike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the    United  States  of 
America^  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  Edmund  Pendleton  Gaines,  a  Major  General  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  ccmmanding  the  Western  Division, 

KeSFECTFULLY   SlIOVVKTII  : 

That,  believing  the  Fcdoral  and  State  Constitutions  guaranty  and  conse- 
crate to  every  free  citizen,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  the  right  and  dnty  of 
participating  alike  in  the  civil  and  military  trusts  of  the  republic ;  solemn- 
ly requiring  the  soldier  to  exert  his  every  faculty  "  in  pmce  to  prepare  for 
W,"  so  that  on  the  recurrence  of  war  lie  may  be  well  qualifiea  to  fight 
4e  battles  of  his  country  in  the  greatest  possible  triumph,  and  at  the  least 
possible  cost  of  blood  and  treasure  ;  requiring  him,  moreover,  to  study  and 
J^pect  her  political  and  social  institutions  ;  and  requiring  the  siatesnrian  to 
discipline  his  mind  for  the  state  and  national  defence,  by  adapting  his  civil 
•cts  and  occasional  military  studies  to  the  pur[X)ses  of  the  national  defence 
?iid  protection,  as  well  a^niinst  foreign  enemies  in  war,  as  against  the  home 
'Ocendiary  and  other  criminal  offenders  in  peace;  thus  rendering  the 
^ttsman  and  soldier  equally  familiarized  with  their  common  kindred  dii- 
^leso{self'/^overn7/ienl  iind  self  defence  :  by  a  knowledge  of  which  our  in- 
lependence  was  achieved,  and  wiiliout  which  this  inestimable  blessing  can- 
lot  be  preserved  ;  your  memorialist,  a  native  Virginian,  a  citizen  of  Tennes- 
^  8chiH)Ied  in  her  cabins  and  her  camps  to  the  profession  of  arms,  has, 
Htbin  the  last  seventeen  years,  matured  a  system  of  national  defence,  to 
^hich  he  now  respectfully  solicits  your  attention  and  support :  a  system  of 
iatiooal  defence  which  the  late  giant  strides  of  invention  and  improvement 
H  the  arts  have  rendered  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union : 
L  system  of  national  defence  which  recommends  itself  peculiarly  to  the  cen- 
ral,  southern  and  Atlantic  States,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  north  and 
frest ;  as  it  assures  to  our  isolated  central  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
md  CO  all  the  western  Stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Ar- 
Uair  dt  RiTCi,  prinicis.  < 


vAr«*.  !n  pe^iitv,  commercial  advantages  equal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  most 
rawTwi  cAStorn.  Ailanlic,  or  southern  States  ;  and  in  war,  giving  to  the  dis- 
^^tKo  lighting  men  of  these  central  and  western  States  the  inestimable 
pnvile^^*  of  living  with  unprecedented  certainty,  celerity,  and  comfort,  to 
Anv  oi  our  vulnerahic  seaports,  to  aid  our  brethren  of  the  border  States  to 
n'(vl  iho  invading  foe  :  and  to  acconiplisii  this  essential  duty  in  ODe-teoth 
|virt  of  tho  time,  and  one  tenth  part  of  the  expense,  that  would  attend  such 
an  operation  over  our  present  bad  roads.  But,  above  all,  to  accomplish  these 
gnvitand  good  objects  by  means  that  will  more  than  double  the  value  of 
our  State  and  national  domain,  and  without  expending  a  dollar  that  tdbj 
not  be  ensured  to  be  replaced  in  the  public  coifers  in  from  seven  to  ten 
)i»ars  after  the  completion  of  the  work  here  recommended. 

Your  memorialist  is  admonished  by  the  universal  employment  of  steam- 
power,  and  its  applicability  to  every  description  of  armament  hitherto  moved 
upon  the  sea  by  wind  and  canvass,  or  upon  the  land  by  animal  power,  that 
an  epoch  is  at  hand,  in  which  the  art  of  war,  in  whatever  regards  the  attack 
and  defence  of  seaports,  has  undergone  an  unparalleled  revolution. 

Hitherto  the  transition /rom  peace  to  war,  between  neighboring  natioDi, 
though  sometimes  sudden  and  unexpected,  was  usually  preceded  by  some 
significant  note  of  preparation  not  easily  mistaken  ;  and  after  the  actul 
commencement  of  hostilities,  there  were  frequent  opportunities  and  ample 
time  for  the  belligerants,  and  more  particularly  for  the  nation  acting  upoQ 
the  unerring  principle  of  self-defence,  to  complete  the  work  ofprepamtm 
for  war^  before  the  work  of  destruction  npon  her  principal  seaport  towni 
fiail  been  K)egun  by  the  invading  foe.  Hitherto  the  enemy's  fleets  were  to  be 
seen  for  weeks, often  indeed  for  months  in  succession,  <<  standing  offatdm,* 
waiting  for  suitable  winds  and  weather  to  enable  them  to  enter  and  attKk 
the  destined  port,  and  then,  in  case  of  accident,  to  carry  them  safely  out 
again :  winds  such  as  could  never  be  calculated  on  with  any  thing  like  oe^ 
tainty.  Hence  the  great  and  unavoidable  delay  in  the  attack  by  fleets  pro- 
pelled by  wind  and  sails,  has  often  enabled  the  people  of  the  threatened  sea- 
ports to  throw  up  works  of  defence  ;  and  after  slowly  marching  their  inCerior 
volunteers  and  other  forces,  at  the  rate  of  20  miles  a  day,  they  would  in 
time  be  so  well  prepared  for  action,  that  the  menacing  invaders  have  but 
seldom  ventured  to  attack  places  of  much  importance  ;  but  have  osoally 
condescended  to  vent  their  prowess  in  a  petty  border  war  against  villagn 
and  private  habitations  :  as  upon  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  the  Geoigia  sea- 
coast  in  the  war  of  1812,  1813,  and  1814. 

If  the  obvious  effect  of  steam-power  in  the  rapid  movement  of  every  thill 
to  which  it  has  been  applied  around  us,  has  not  been  sufiicient  to  ooovines 
us  of  the  expediency  and  transcendent  advantages,  in  war  and  inpt^B,d 
the  proposed  immediate  work  of  preparation  by  steam  power,  to  giw 
against  the  incalculable  disasters  that  must  otherwise  attend  the  sudden oH* 
break  of  war  with  any  of  the  great  nations  of  Europe  able  to  send  agai  ^ 
us  even  a  small  fleet  propelled  by  steam-power,  it  would  seem  obvious  < 
the  late  naval  and  military  operations  in  the  harl)or  of  Vera  Cruz  wereii^ 
ficicnt  to  prove  clearly,  that  to  bring  a  hostile  fleet  inside  the  breakertd^l 
seaport,  of  the  country  invaded,  and  within  the  desired  ninge  of  the  baii\ 
cannon  and  mortars  for  red  hot  shot  ?nid  shells  of  one  of  the  stronircst  casii 
in  America,  was  the  work  of  but  two  hours  ;  and  that  the  utter  destmctioi  I 
of  that  castle  by  three  small  ships  of  war  required  but  four  heurs  more. 
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To  provide  for  the  defence  of  our  seaports,  and  thus  effectually  lo  ob- 
riate  the  possibility  of  a  sudden  calamrty  like  that  which  has  befallen  the 
castle  of  8on  Juan  d'Ulloa,  and  to  enable  us  to  repel  by  the  agency  of 
steam  power  every  invasion  suddenly  forced  upon  us  by  fleets  propelled  by^ 
Heam-power,  1  now  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  National  Legisla* 
tuie  the  project  and  explanatory  views  which  follow  : 

Art.  I.  Floatiiifr  BatUries^iox  the  defence  of  the  seaports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States. 

1.  Your  memorialist  proposes  the  immediate  construction  offrdmtwo- 
to  four  lar^  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  each  navigable  pass  in- 
to the  Mississippi  river ;  and  from  two  to  five  others  for  the  defence  of 
every  other  navigable  inlet  leading  into  any  of  the  principal  seaports  o£ 
the  United  States.     Each  floating  battery  to  be  from  200  to  300  feet  long^. 
and  from  90  to  150  feet  wide — the  bottom  to  be  as  nearly  flat  as  the  best-^ 
tested  principles  of   naval  architecture  will  allow,  consistently  with  the 
mat  weight  of  timber  and  metal  to  be  provided  for,  with  the  requisite 
ncility  of  the  movement  that  will  l>e  required  over  shoal  water.     Each 
floating  battery  to  be  secured  in  the  bottom  and  sides  with  copper  sheetings 
and  copper  or  iron  bolts;  and  on  the  upper  parts,  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shells,  with  the  thickest  sheet  iron,  and  iron  bolts — and  otherwise 
made  capable  of  sustaining  a  heavier  broadside  than  the  largest  of  our  shipsr 
of  war  is  capable  of  sustaining ;  to  carry  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to- 
tvo  hundred  heavy  cannon — say  long  24  and  32  pounders,  with  some  80* 
pomidera  for  carrying  hollow  shot,  together  with  some  mortars  for  throwing 
iheUs :  with  a  furnace  tor  heating  red  hot  shot  for  illuminating  the  ene- 
my's fleets  and  transports.    Each  floating  battery  to  have  staterooms  for 
the  comfortable  accommodation  of  from  600  to  1,000  men,  with  store  rooms 
'flNT  ail  the  munitions  of  war  requisite  for  that  force  for  six  to  eight  monthsr 
Mrvioe.    Each  floating  battery  to  be  attended  and  propelled  by  such  num- 
ber of  tow  boats  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  shall  from  time  to  time  de- 
Mod — to  be  permanently  stationed  in  each  harbor  in  time  of  peace,  and  in 
war  as  many  tow-boats  to  be  chartered  as  the  commanding  ofiicer  may 
dsem  necessary  to  render  the  floating  batteries  in  the  highest  c|egree  eflicient  r 
'« in  war  tow-boats  will  seldom  be  needed  for  the  merchant  service,  aa.. 
ample  supply  of  them,  particularly  in  our  large  seaports,  may  be  chartered . 
00  Dioderate  terms :  for  example,  in  the  hafbor  of  New  Orleans  it  is  believed. 
diat  12  tow-boats,  with  several  steamboats  having  the  best  of  engines  to  be- 
€ODverted  into  tow-boats,  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment  during  a 
*te  of  war.     These  could  be  usefully  employed  in  the  United  States  ser- 
fiee,  ID  aid  of  the  public  tow-boats  and  floating  batteries.    But  should  this^ 
oeliaooe  be  deemed  unsafe,  we  can  readily  adopt  the  obvious  alternative,  of 
■hnog  each  floating  battery  supplied  with  two  tow-boats  of  great  power, 
•  in  war  they  would  be  needed  near  the  batteries,  ready  lo  wield  them  in 
^  event  of  an  attack,  and  at  other  times  to  act  as  tenders,  in  supplying 
'Ikem  with  men  and  munitions  of  war.    In  a  state  of  peace  the  floating 
kttteries,  it  is  believed,  would  require  but  one  tow-boat  each,  excepting 
When  employed  in  deepening  the  ship  channels;  a  work  which  may  be 
'Accomplished  with  the  most  perfect  ease,  and  to  any  desirable  extent,  where- 
^tier  the  bottom  of  the  channel  consists  of  mud  and  sand,  as  in  all  the  out- 
"iU  of  the  Mississippi.     This  important  work  will  be  done  by  attaching  to 
!^e  bottom  o\  each  fii)ating  battery  a  framework  of  plousrhs  and  scrapers  of 
^•^,  made  to  let  down  and  rai^e  up  at  pleasure,  according  to  the  hardne 
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or  softness  of  the  clay  and  sand,  or  mud,  of  which  the  bar,  or  bottom  of  the 
channel  may  be  composed.  It  very  hard  or  tou^h,  the  plonks  and  scra- 
pers might  not  break  up  and  take  oif  more  than  two  to  four  inches  in  depth 
at  one  movement;  but  where  the  bar  is  composed  entirely  of  soft  mod, as 
that  at  Balizc  and  the  Northeast  and  Southwest  passes  have  often  been,  Iron 
four  to  six  inches  in  depth  it  is  believed  may  be  carried  off  at  once — when- 
ever the  bar  is  very  narrow,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  very  deep 
'water,  which  woiiid  be  tlie  reservoir,  or  place  of  deposite  to  which  the  mod 
amd  sand  would  be  removed.  But  in  a  state  of  peace,  when  the  batteries 
should  not  be  employed  in  deepening  the  ship  channels,  their  extra  tow- 
boats  might  be  advantageously  employed  in  tlie  merchant  service. 

2.  Floating  baUeriessuch  as  are  here  proposed  constitute,  as  yonr  me. 
morialist  verily  believes,  the  only  sure  menus  of  defence  of  the  passes  into 
our  seaports,  ngainst  ships  of  war  propelled  by  steam-power — means  of  d^ 
ience,  without  which,  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  nation  or  community  of  men, 
or  pirates,  capable  of  fitting  out  len  or  even  five  such  steamships  of  war  as 
those  employed  in  the  destruction  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'UUoa,  to  de- 
stroy the  city  of  New  York  or  New  Orleans,  hy  fire,  with  the  newly-in- 
vented 80-lb.  cannon  shot  and  shells  m  a  single  day,  at  any  season  of  the 
yeaf;  approaching  them  in  the  night,  and  taking  them  by  surprise:  as 
.with  such  a  fleet,  well  manned  and  supplied,  either  city  could  be  fired ia 

.500  places  ia  one  hour:  and  in  a  lew  hours  more,  thousands  of  themM 
splendid  edifices  by  which  these  magnificent  cities  are  embellished,  wooU 
be  reduced  to  ruin  and  desolation. 

3.  This  opinion  has  not  been  formed  without  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  both  New  York  and  New  Orleans  number  among  their  citiaBBi 
luany  men  and  volunteer  corps  of  military  science,  patriotism,  and  Ol)8ll^ 
passed  chivalry.     Hut  these  fine  volunteer  corps,  attacked  by  means  and  by 
-weapons  hitherto  unknown  to  them,  or  unprovided  for,  and  thus  taken  bf 
surprise,  may  share  the  fate  of  the  heroic  Dunes  at  Copenhagen,  wiwil 
attacked  by  Nelson  ;  with  this  strikin^f  diilerence  in  their  favor,  and  against 
us:  the  Dane^  were  not  taken  by  surprise.    A  protracted  negotialioo  with 
England  preceded  the  attack;  and  utter  the  British  fleet  had  made  its  ap- 
pearance on  the  coast  of  Denmark  and  in  sight  of  their  harbor,  they  had 
some  three  or  four  days  for  preparation;  they  had  a  lleet  nearly  equal  10 
that  brought  into  action  against  them  by  Nelson,  together  with  an  array  of 
some  thousands  of  men,  seamen,  soldiers  and  volunteers,  with  several  for- 
tificAtions  on  land,  aided  by  some  floating  batteries — presenting  altogether 
an  armament  of  upwards  of    1,000  cannon,  with  an  immense  supply  dT 
small  arms  and  every  recpiisite  munition  of  war.     In  this  stale  of  prepaxir 
tion,  the  harbor  of  Copenhagen  was  entered  in  open  day  by  twelve  shipaflC 
the   line — three  of  which  were   rendered  nearly  useless '  by  having  gflt 
ajground  :  with  nine  ships  of  the  line,  therefore,  Nelson  sustained  a  cloneatt* 
tion  for  four  hours  ;  during  which  time  his  loss  was  less  than  one  thomraiif 
while  the  loss  of  the  Danes  was  near  six  thousand  men.  together  withllMir 
fleet — to  say  nothing  of  the  lossi»s  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  of  theep^^ 
This  was  the  result  of  on  attack  with  nine  ships  of  the  line  propelled  ^T 
wind  and  sails,  upon  the  seaport  of  Copenhagen,  when  strongly  foroM 
and  defiended  by  large  naval  and  land  forces.    AVhut  then  must  be  thelMi 
of  such  a  city  as  New  York,  or  New  Orleans,  without  any  effective  maarfi 
of  defence,  attacked  by  ten,  or  even  (ivg  ships  of  war.  armed  with  tbenewiy- 

Jiivented  80  pounder?,  and  propelled  by  steam  power?    We  knowtliat« 
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king  of  this  description  of  ships  of  war  may  cross  the  Atlantic 
ropeau  port  to  New  York  in  the  short  space  ol  fourteen  day&' 
tliat  it  may  enter  our  harbors  in  the  ni^ht,  and  be  seen  at  our 
ith  matciies  lighted  ready  for  action,  at  daylight  in  the  morn* 
to  take  or  destroy  money  or  property  amounting  to  ten  times 
all  the  floating  batteries  and  railroads  embraced  in  the  proposed 
lational  defence  would  cost.  In  the  outrageous  attack  on  Co- 
Sngland  was  fightings  for  the  dominion  of  the  sea. — Denmark, 
1,  with  Russia,  and  France,  were  then  nobly  opposing  that  law- 
ion,  as  we,  the  United  States  have  long  opposed  it.  Nelson,  on 
in  the  expedition,  is  reported  to  have  said  to  his  commander, 
rker:  « I  hope  we  shall  give  our  northern  enemies  that  hailstorm 
Bvhich  gives  our  dear  country  the  dominion  oj  the  sea.  We 
!  ail  the  devils  in  the  north  cannot  take  it  from  us,  if  our  wood- 
ive  fair  play."  This  is  the  language  of  a  truehearted  British  . 
1  soldier.  Such  was  tfic  noble^^bearing  of  our  own  Decatur, 
^claimed:  "Our  country!  in  her  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
she  alwa^-s  be  right ;  but  in  war  may  she  always  triumph — 
>ng !'' 

3moral)lc  attack  on  Copenhagen,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that 
iced  Admiral  Nelson,  who  had  won  more  great  naval  victories 
her  comiiiander,  had,  previous  to  the  action,  stated  to  the  com- 
;hief  the  following  opinion  :  "  If  the  v/ind  is  fair,  and  you  deter- 
ick  the  siii|)S  and  Oown  islands,  yon  must  expect  the  natural 
h  a  battle — .^hi/ts  crippled,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  lost ;  for 
hich  carries  yon  in  will  most  probably  not  brinsr  out  a  crip- 
Kelson,  however,  had  the  good  fortune,  after  taking  and  de- 
leet  nearly  e{[ual  to  his  own,  and  killing  six  times  as  many  men 
n  action,  to  sail  out  of  the  harbor  which  he  had  filled  with 
hout  the  loss  of  a  single  British  vessel,  though  he  had  several 
laged. 

floating  batteries,  such  as  are  here  proposed,  it  is  more  than 
!it  the  bravo  Danes  would  have  destroyed  the  whole  of  Nelson's 
It  sustainin<r  the  loss  of  a  vessel,  a  battery,  or  one  hundred  men. 
g  batteries  of  the  Danes,  like  those  of  the  French  and  Spaniards 
of  Gibraltar  in  the  year  17 S3,  were  inelRcient,  simply  because 
mwieldy.  No  effective  means  for  wielding  floating  batteries, 
enough  to  be  formidable,  had  ever  been  discovered,  previous  to 
ry  by  Robert  Fulton  of  that  development  of  steam  power  appli- 
ips  and  all  other  floating  structures.  With  regard  to  the  ten 
ig  batteries  esj)ecially  constructed  for  the  memorable  siege  against 
t  is  obvious  to  every  man  of  military  mind  that  however  formi- 
baiteries  might  have  been,  even  without  tow  boats,  or  steam- 
ly  other  form,  employed  in  the  defence  of  a  high  rock  fort  like 
raliar  ;  such  floating  batteries  could  never  be  relied  on  as  effect- 
nf  attack,  upon  a  high  rock  fort  of  that  description  ;  as  the  ini- 
tgthof  the  position  and  of  the  work,  with  the  great  elevation  of 
of  the  work  attacked,  would  ensure  the  destruction  of  floating 
'  render  an  attack  by  them  unavailing.  It  is  a  well  ascertained 
er,  not  generally  known,  as  but  few  historians  have  noticed  it» 
itinfiT  batteries  employed  in  the  siege  of  Gibraltar,  were  manned 
with  convicts.    This  fact  may  be  considered  as  the  most  con- 
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elusive  among  the  principal  causes  of  their  failure,  as  well  as  of  the  Ofuniot 
entertained  and  expressed  by  the  French  and  Spanish  commanded,  tha 
most  of  these  batteries  were  set  on  fire  by  the  men  on  board,  whose  dotyi 
was  to  defend  them.  Be  this  as  it  may,  a  minute  examination  of  the  imli 
iar^  history  of  the  terrible  siege  of  Gibraltar,  is  res))ectfull7  referred  to  b 
your  memorialist,  as  evidence  in  favor  of  his  proposition  for  the  immedial 
construction  of  floating  batteries  for  ti)e  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors 
inasmuch  as  it  is  obvious  that  if  the  commander  of  Gibraltar  had  been  sof 
plied  with  ten  floating  batteries,  such  as  are  here  proposed,  with  our  preset 
means  of  tow-boats,  with  steam-power  to  wield  them,  he  would  have  (k 
stroyed  the  whole  of  the  combined  fleets  employed  against  him,  or  at  leai 
have  kept  them  out  of  the  bay  or  harbor  of  Gibraltar.  To  the  siege  of  Gil 
raltar  and  the  attack  on  Copenhagen,  two  of  the  most  terrible  and  extraoi 
dinary  events  known  to  modern  history  in  reference  to  the  attack  andtk 
Jtnce  of  seaports^  an  event  known  to  your  memorialist  and  many  otlie 
officers  now  in  service,  will  be  added,  to  show  the  utter  impracticability  o 
locking  up  a  navigable  river  or  inlet,  or  of  arresting  the  movement  of  a  flee 
thereon,  by  fortifications  with  cannon  placed  on  the  banks  of  such  river  a 
inlet.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  November,  1813,  the  flotilla  under  th 
command  of  Major  General  Wilkinson,  consisting  of  nearly  3()0  boats,  sloop 
and  schooners,  passed  the  fort  of  Prcscot,  upon  the  Canada  side  of  the  rirei 
St.  Lawrence,  under  a  constant  fire  of  tlie  cannon  of  the  fort,  manned  bv 
the  best  of  British  artillerists,  witfiont  the  loss  of  a  bout  or  other  vessel,  ood 
with  the  loss  of  but  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded  ;  notwithstanding  the 
flotilla  was  nearly  one  hour  in  the  act  of  passing  the  fort,  during  the  vbole 
of  which  time  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon  was  incessant,  and  the  line 
formed  by  the  flotilla  in  its  movement  was  deemed  to  l)0  within  poiiit-Maok 
shot  of  tiie  fort— say  from  GOO  to  800  yards'  distance  !  This  fact  vis 
proven  by  the  whistiinq^  of  the  enenjy's  shot— many,  probably  hundreds,  d 
which  passed  apparently  from  20  to  50  feet  above  our  lieads,  while  od  boaiJ 
the  boats  in  their  slow  passage  ;  for  they  were  propelled  by  oars,upoQi 
gentle  current,  which  enabled'ns  to  move'at  the  rate  of  not  more  than  three 
miles  on  hour.  This  movement  was  efl'ected  in  the  night— tolerably  dear, 
but  without  moonlight.  With  the  history  of  these  three  events  before  us, 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  hcis^ht  of  imprudence  in  us  to  persevere  in  the  con- 
struction of  costly  forts,  with  the  vain  hope  of  protectinii:  our  seaports  agtiotf 
fleets  propelled  by  stf^am-powtr,  without  the  employnieni  of  floatinff  better* 
ies  such  as  are  here  recommended,  with  railroads  to  siislain  them  by  limcl? 
reinforcements. 

o.  But  it  has  been  contended  by  men  of  hiirh  ])retensions  in  theory,  if 
not  in  the  practical  science  of  war,  that,  in  pface  of  the  floating  bttltcrieJ 
here  proposed  as  means  of  harbor  defciicv,  we  should  direct  our  atteotioo 
mahily  to  the  construction  o[  steamships  of  war.  In  reply  to  this  iheorefi- 
cal  suggestion,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  w(^  must,  indeed,  ultimately 
have  steamships  of  xrar,  or  we  must  give  up  the  whole  of  our  foreign 
commerce  ;  but  if  we  desire  to  preserve  our  seaports  and  commercial  eH' 
poriums,  we  must  have  for  their  protection //r^rt^/z/rr  batteries  ;  which  cop- 
stitute,  in  the  present  state  of  the  arts,  the  natural  link  in  the  great  chaii 
of  national  defence,  between  the  land  and  naval  means  of  service:  andai 
these  floating  batteries  are  not  dt^signrd  for  going  to  sea  (excepting  near  ont 
ports  and  harbors  in  calm  weather),  they  properly  belong  to  the  land  service. 
7be  fact  that  our  seaports  are  rendered  more  than  ever  hable  to  suddea  and 
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nlooked  for  attacks  by  fleets  propelled  by  steam-power,  renders  it  all-im- 
ortaot  to  their  security  that  our  means  of  harbor  defence  should  never, 
ven  for  a  single  day,  be  left  e^rposcd  to  an  assault,  when  that  assault  may, 
1  all  human  probability,  result  in  the  destruction  of  one  of  our  most  vital 
oints  of  military  and  commercial  operations.  If,  however,  steamships  of 
rar  should  be  preferred  to  the  proposed  floating  batteries,  a  solemn  act  of 
/onmss  should  be  passed,  forbidding  any  oflicer  from  removing  them  be* 
tNid  the  immediate  vicinity  of  ihe  harbor  to  which  they  may  be  assigned  ; 
I  it  must  be  obvious  that  our  seaports  cannot  be  protected  without  every 
equisile  means  of  protection  are  held  ready  for  action  within  our  harbors, 
Bspectively.  The  floating  batteries,  it  is  believed,  will  cost  but  little  more 
ban  the  timber,  iron,  copper,  and  other  materials  for  their  construction,  if 
liey  are  built  as  they  should  he,  by  the  troops  intended  to  defend  them, 
lided  bv  some  ship  carpenters  to  give  them  tight  bottoms.  » 

6.  \Vith  three  to  live  of  the  proposed  floating  batteries  placed  iir  the 
fcrm  of  a  crescent  across  the  Mississippi  river,  with  the  concave  side  of  the 
crescent  down  the  river,  and  this  curved  line  of  floating  batteries  flanked  by 
t small  temporary  fort  on  each  bank  of  the  river,  so  as  to  bring  ihe  cannon 
flf  eacfi  fort  or  battery  to  bear  on  any  fleet  or  vessel  ascending  the  river 
fnm  the  sea^  we  should  he  certain  thus  to  give  each  of  the  enemy's  leading 
vessels  a  double  crossfire,  raking  them  in  front  and  on  each  side  at  one  and 
the  same  time  ;  with  several  of  our  heavy  guns  from  each  one  of  our  floating 
batteries  and  adjacent  forts,  with  red  hot  shot — a  description  of  defence 
which  would  to  a  certainty,  in  99  cases  out  of  1(K),  be  fatal  to  any  fleet 
that  could  possibly  be  brought  against  our  line  of  batteries.  But  "  to  make 
Bssurance  doubly  sure,"  we  could  have  our  floating  batteries  occasion- 
Jly  connected  together  hy  chain  cablet,  and  chcvaux  dcfrise,  which  miglit 
ometimes  brin^  us  in  close  contact  with  a  daring  foe,  as  Nelson  or  our  own 
^ecatnr  and  Perry  were,  in  the  mode  of  attack  which  characterized  those 
hivairic  naval  commanders.  Biit  the  contact  thus  produced  would  ensure 
^  us  the  moral  and  physical  effect  of  our  efforts  being  in  selfdefencs^  with 
ie  superior  strength  of  our  batteries,  bulwarks,  and  weight  of  tnetal — ad- 
antagfes  which  we  should  eiijoy  from  the  moment  the  invading  foe  comes 
mhin  the  ran^e  of  our  long  and  heavy  cannon,  until  he  finds  himself  en- 
ftO^M  in,  and  arrested  hy,  our  chevnux  defrise,  where  the  contact  would 
e  so 'dose  as  to  enahle  us  to  throw  into  his  ships  hand  grenades  and  in- 
endlary  shdh,  with  an  occasional  supply  of  heated  steam  ;  while  our  own 
atteries  would  be  preserved  from  a  similar  annoyance  by  their  superior 
ridth,  strength,  and  peculiar  structure  of  their  upper  works,  which  are  pro- 
osedtobe  secured  hy  slicct  iron  of  immense  thickness;  a  description  of 
rork  which  u  is  believed  could  not  be  so  effectually  applied  to  vessels  of 
njr  thing  like  the  ordinary  model  of  ships  of  war  designed  for  sea-service. 

But  again  :  "  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,"  wc  should  not  risk  such 
laces  as  New  York  and  New  Orleans — by  far  the  most  vital,  and  in  a  civil 
nd  (the  latter  more  especially)  in  a  military  point  of  view,  the  most  impor- 
ftot  seaports  in  America — without,  at  least,  two  curved  lines  of  defence,  one 
t  or  Bear  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  the  other  at  the  next  narrow, 
loog,  interior  point,  fortified  as  above  suggested,  with  the  curved  line  of 
OAtingf  batteries  flanked  by  a  fort  on  each  side  of  the  river  or  channel;  for 
Kample,  for  the  harbor  of  New  York,  the  Narrows  ;  and  for  the  Blississippi, 
WU  JaektM,  and  St.  Philips. 
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7.  E*IoatiD?  bakeries,  such  as  arc  hero  proposed,  const iUite  the  ODlredect- 
ive  means  ot  aefeace  n^inst  llects  propelled  by  steaui  power,  in  a  uatka 
Siituated  as  the  I'liired  States  ari\  covcri:i;r  a  large  extent  of  country,  bor- 
dered by  a  seaboard  oi  near   l.O'OO  milt^s  in  extent,  indented  by  many  fine 
seaports,  wuii  gre^^t  cities  il-i-jd  with  ih.?  wciiiih  of  a  lucrative  commerce 
with  every  qu:irt.=?r  ot"  tiie  iio'.o.  t.)::c:h!;T  w.:h  owe  own  agricultural  prod- 
ucts, fully  capable  of  siisL;i:i:iL^-  our  expulsive   conuncrce.  until  il  sur- 
passes that  ot  any  oiher  part  «-f  the  i^lcU- :  |  rovidcd  we  take  care  to  main- 
tain an  attitude  ot  honest  d-  iLncc  Uf.v.aids  tl.o  liceusod.  as  well  as  the  un- 
licensed piratL'S  of  every  quirter  of  tiio  worlJ.  l^y  which  they  wiil  cleulj 
understand  that  we  d-.sire  to  bo  tit  peao:-.  in  do  t'lual  and  impartial  justice 
to  all  nations,  and  to  engn;::e  in  entiii;;ii!U:i  alliances  wiili  none  ;  and  above 
all,  if  we  arc  attac'ced,  v/e  should  bu  ]  rej  ared  sjieedily  to  concentrate  at  the 
point  of  attack  s:hhcii-iit  force  ar:J  su;.;  lies  to  overwhelm  the  invader  with 
irretrievable  d e leaf,  LW fore  he  will  ha'.e  it  in  iiis  power  t.)  destroy  aiiyof 
our  means  of  defence,  or  our  senport  towns.     Uiir  I  iwless  neighbors  will 
thus  be  taught  liiat  if  tlun'  attack  i:<,  t!..:y  d  >  it  ai  iliuir  peril,  and  at  the  risk 
of  leaving  liieir  :irn:ic's  to  enrich  oiiz  jij  tiit.iiii)ij.>. 

8.  So  niuch  Ibr  tlioir  uses  ui  a  >tai.'  «  1  w.ir :  then,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
when  the  inost  ex|)onsive  fixed  foriitlMti.:.i:<  are  absolutt-ly  useless,  atiJ 
moreover,  a  heivy  I  urdea  to  th  »  coiujt.y  t:.  keep  iheni  in  repair,  floating 
batteries  will  be  usefully  (Viiij)!in'i d  .is  1  liiiacks  aiid  iios[jital>  :  and  in  deep- 
eninjr  iho  clia'nii.is.  liable  to  bo  tilled  ;;[)  by  clay,  and  loam,  and  sand,as 
those  at  the  tiitMilli  of  tli*^  IMissi^siivi  river  ar^'  iiiien  iilled  up.  As  lloating 
barracks  and  hv^s-ntals.  the  propo>ed  I  ait;  rics  would  l^e  of  essential  benefit 
to  the  servi:-e  every  where,  inasiuuch  as  the  outlets  of  our  rivers  and  sea* 
ports  are  ;:e:ierally  healthy  po.-itiiwis  :  ai:d  ili^y  v.ill  torin  tiie  most  appro* 
]iriato  asylums  tv^r  our  eonvalcsccnt  or  sli-^htly  di>abled  soldii  rs  or  seamen; 
most  of  whom  will  render  e.-icntial  ie»viee  in  j  repayini;  iixed  ammunition, 
and  in  the  nistruetion  of  the  youiii^  and  iuf^xperienced,  and  in  holding 
them  leady  lor  act  ion  ;  above  all,  in  a  state  of  jieacc  ilic  proposed  floating 
batteries  will  In*  of  immense  utility  to  tlij  sirviee  lor  all  purposes  of  «i/*- 
tary  ,vc7/(»«/.v,  to  whieh  the  aspiriiJ2:  yoiitli  of  our  country  of  the  comnwi- 
uity  will  «;lailly  repair,  for  the  attainment  ot  military  k no wledg«?,  where  il 
can  ho  ae(|uiri'vl  both  in  ihtuif/ aud  i ti  //rarticc,  und  where  its  .Wuifyaxd 
praciirr  will  be  rendered  most  delii^^hirul  and  praiseworthy  by  the  simple 
process  of  i/ir  si'Nilrnts  rendering  ininiodiate  and  iniporlaut  jmblic  service 
ifi  rciant  for  riw:  I'l  lu.ic  instriltion  rtcciad  by  them.  'J'he  military 
edurattonof  our  youth  should  commence  at  tho  atic  of  sixteen,  and  be  com* 
plolod  at  the  ai^e  i)f  tv/entyono  or  twenty-two.  If  our  youth  are  educated 
upon  lloatini:  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  our  harbors  near  the  Daiize,  Sandy 
Iwokt  or  the  Narrows ;  otherwii>e,  if  the  youth  of  each  Atlantic  or  southern 
8(<Mo  aro  inlueated  at  the  entrance  of  the  principal  seaport  oi  sucii  State,  the 
Jtniduato  at'ter  fmishin;:  his  education  would  have  the  proud  satisfaction  of 
«Kiuhilm<:  to  his  parents  or  gnaidian.  on  his  return  home,  the  gratifying 
imdomv  of  his  iiavintr  performed  five  years'  honorable  service,  while  ac- 
<||liltn}r  ntlninmiMits  qualifying  him  for  a  hii;!),  pcr/ta/>s  the  liiffliest^cmr 
WMkd  in  thr  ttrmy :  attainments,  too,  tending  to  qualify  him  in  no  suoill 
4|||slp«  lor  tho  hif^hest  stations  recognised  by  the  free  'institutions  of  our 

ry ;  ami  exonerating  him  for  ever  after  from  any  other  than  mere  vol- 
ice. 
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9.  Shall  we  be  told  by  the  advocates  of  our  obsolete  systems  of  national 
JeDce,  that  the  risk  of  heaitli  and  comfort  is  too  great  lo  have  the  youth 
*onr  country  educated  upon  our  iloatins:  batteries,  at  the  entrance  of  our 
irbors,  or  at  the  mouths  (»f  our  rivers,  where  the  swell  of  the  sea,  and  the 
irbid  waters  of  our  overflowing  Mississippi  and  other  rivers  may  too  sen- 
bly  affect  the  nerves  and  diislurl)  ihe  mediiations  of  the  students  on  whom 
le  defence  and  fate  of  ilio  republic  must  soon  depend  /  Will  our  opponents 
oiat  to  the  United  States  Military  Academy  and  contend  that  the  p^raduates 
f  that  institution  are  the  Ixjlter  lor  the  serene  stillness,  quiet,  and  comfort, 
<the  interior  position  of  that  institution  ?  We  may  answer,  no  !  no  !  Tho 
)Qly  great  defect  to  l)e  found  in  that  institution  consists  in  the  qnict  and  al- 
rmi  exclusively  scdcntanj  mode  of  living  which  has  lonof  marked  the 
haracter  of  that  othorwii>e  admirable  institution  :  a  mode  of  living  which 
ontributcs  too  much  lo  sacrilicc  ilie  vigor  of  constitution  necessary  to  a 
^qI  hard-duty  soldier,  to  the  attaiiuiicnt  of  that  literature  aud  scieuce^witk 
\e  social  habits  and  enjoy ineuts  more  beiiuing  a  country  o^enlleman  ot 
Huent  fortune,  than  a  thoroughbred  soldier,  statesman,  or  man  of  business : 

"  Ti»e  lift^  of  fame  is  art  ion  understood  ; 
Tliiit  action  imisi  bevirluous,greai, and  good." 

Habits  nfarfioN,  of  mind  atid  body,  should  be  formed  in  childhood,  or 
least  before  the  S(i.il  of  manhood  is  fixed  upon  the  stud(^nt.  Why  is  tho 
nman  f)laced  on  duty  on  hoard  the  ship  of  war,  at  the  aire  of  12  to  10,  and 
'^nirfd  to  [^.erform  his  pruclicnl  labors,  from  the  moment  he  takes  his  first 
ssons  in  the  thooretical  duties  of  his  profession  ?  It  is  to  facilitate  his  at- 
inments  of  both,  in  ilio  shortest  possible  time,  and  to  the  orreatest  possible 
lent  of  perfection.  His  hralth  and  habits  are  perfected  itpnn  the  precise 
:mehfy  and  in  e.rjtosvrfs  to  the  rtimatt^.s  and  weather,  to  which  his  duties 
II  call  him,  and  often  confhie  him  durinjr  a  slate  of  war.  Why  is  the  law 
ideiit  required  to  attend  the  courts,  and  the  medical  student  the  hospitals, 
lite  nttendinsr  to  ih<^  theory  of  the  profession  ?  It  is  because;  even  in  these 
inicd  protessions,  where  nuich  more  depends  upon  books,  or  theory,  than 
the  profession  of  arms,  all  exporienced  men  unite  in  the  opinion  that 
eat  benefit  to  the  student  results  from  combininsf  practice  with  tlieory.  The 
itchmaker,  shoemaker,  carpenter,  and  blacksmith,  always  put  theirstudents 
apprentices  to  work  at  the  earliest  possible  period  of  their  instruction  ; 
en,  indeed,  hetoro  liiey  are  able  to  wield  many  of  the  tools  of  their  trade. 
iih  these  facts  before  our  eyes,  added  to  the  custom  which  has  obtained 
many  of  the  enlii^^htened  States  of  Kurope.  and  which  we  are  apparently 
sposed  to  rivet  upon  our  own  land  of  freedom  and  invention,  it  would 
em  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the  science  of  Avar  is  indeed  in 
I  inf«incy.  Of  all  the  sciences  and  arts  there  are  none  where  the  unio7i  of 
eorjf  and  practice,  h\  all  the  duties  of  prp/?flr«//o//.  for  the  great  dernier 
nilts,  are  so  much  altoc^ether  necessary  and  proper,  as  in  the  science  of 
ir,  and  the  duties  of  an  army  ;  and  yet,  wonderful  to  tell,  there  is  no  trade 
profession,  reduced  to  separate  and  distinct  rules  of  science  and  art,  in 
hich  theory  is  so  much  relied  on,  or  jtracticc  so  much  neglected  as  in  the 
t  of  war,  as  it  regards  military  operations  on  land,  or  in  the  attack  and 
fence  of  seaports. 

Art-  II.  So  much  for  floating  batteries  and  their  uses  in  peace  and  in 
vr.  Ijet  ns  now  proceed  to  consider  the  all-important  kindred  measure  of 
ilroads,  for  co  operating  with  the  proposed  floating  batteries,  and  perfect- 
g  the  promised  system  of  national  defence. 
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10.  We  propose  the  immediate  location  and  construction  of  seven  rail- 
TOAds,  to  extend  from  the  two  centra)  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
io  the  seven  ^rand  divisions  of  the  national  frontier,  as  suggested  by  a  plan 
rmhraced  in  the  accompanying  diagram,  viz : 

First,  One  principal  railroad  from  I  icxington,  Ky.,  to  Buffalo  or  Pln!ts- 
bnrjj,  N.  Y.,  with  branches  to  Detroit,  Albany,  and  Boston. 

tSecond.  One  principal  railroad  from  Knoxville,  Tenn ,  to  Norfolk,  Va^ 
or  B<ihimorc,  Md.,  with  branches  to  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Ncwbern,  North 
Camhna. 

Third,  One  principal  railroad  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Charleston.  S., 
C,  or  Savannah,  Ga.,  with  branches  to  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  and  East  Fla. 

Fourth,  One  principal  rnilroad  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  with 
a  branch  to  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Fi/lh.  One  principal  railroad  from  Lexington,  Ky.,  via  Nashville,  to  New 
Orleans. 

Sixth,  One  principal  railroad  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  the  Sabine  Ridge, 
with  branches  to  Fort  Townson  and  Fort  Gibson,  Ark. 

Seventh.  One  principal  railroad  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  or  Albany,  Ind,to 
St.  liOuis,  Mo.,  and  thence  to  the  Missouri  river  north  of  the  mouth  of  the 
llijf  Platte,  with  branches  from  Albany,  Ind.,  to  Chicago ;  and  from  the 
northwest  angle  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  the  upper  crossii]g  of  the  river 
IK'S  Moines. 

11.  These  seven  groat  arteries  or  i)rincipal  railroads,  here  enumerated, 
will  each  be  from  500  to  700  miles  in  len<:t^l  (averaging  600  miles),  making 
altogether  a  distance  of  4,200  miles  ;  and  the  averaire  cost  of  locating  aiid 
constructing  them  is  estimated  at  §15,000  per  mile;  amounting,  altogether, 
to  the  sum  of  $04,000,000,  provided  tlioy  arc  located  and  constructed  by  the 
army  of  the  United  Slates  :  the  railroads  to'be  ol'  the  most  substantial  kind, 
each  having  a  double  track.  The  whole  work  to  l)c  coniplctcd  by  the  au- 
thority and  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stales  ;  provided,  that  on  it«  final 
completion,  it  shall  revert  to  the  States  in  their  sovereign  and  individual 
capacity ;  each  State  to  retain,  for  ever,  the  right  ol'iiroperty  in  and  to  all  of 
such  section  or  sections  of  the  said  railroads,  with  a!l  their  appurtenances, 
lying  or  being  within  the  territorial  limits  of  such  States,  respectively,  upon 
the  simple  condition  that  all  troops,  whether  regulars  or  volunteers,  in  tlw 
service  of  the  United  States,  with  their  munitions  of  war,  together  with  the 
mail,  shall  be  transported  for  ever  upon  these  railroads,  free  of  expense  to  the 
United  States. 

12.  Without  attempting  to  enumerate  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  proposed  railroads,  in  i)eace  as  well  as  in  war — benelits  which  arc  for 
the  most  part  too  generally  known  to  re([uire  any  particular  notice  here 
(and  others,  certainly  of  very  great  value,  can  o!ily  be  conjectured,  iuas- 
much  as  they  are  to  some  extent  iiivisihU,  and  to  be  developwid  principallyt 
it  is  believed,  by  the  excavations  necessary  to  complete  the  graduation  of 
the  basis  of  the  work  through  the  vast  regions  of  mineral  wealtJi  over  which 
its  various  lines  will  extend,  where  accident  has  hitherto  led  to  the  dis- 
covery oi  a  sprhikling  of  gold,  with  millions  of  acres  of  the  richest  iron  and 
had  ore  and  coal,  together  with  copper  and  other  valuable  minerals) ;  your 
memorialist  will  here  concisely  advert  to  the  principal  benefits  which  the 
■ilitary  aspect  of  the  proposed  work  promises,  and  conclude  with  a  notice 
oltiich  advantages  as  must  immediately  result  to  the  army^  to  theteterul 
iStiUes^  and  the  Union,  from  the  organization  and  employment  of  the  na- 

'  -* — ■  -^^lars  and  volunteers  as  operatives  upon  the  work. 
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13.  77ie  principal  advantages  to  be  derived f torn  the  proposed  railroads 
a  tnilitary  point  of  view, 

\n  a  state  of  war  they  will  enable  us  to  transport  the  military  men  and 
mitions  of  war  of  the  two  central  States  of  the  Union,  and  of  all  the  in- 
ior  districts  of  the  twenty-four  border  States,  to  the  seven  grand  divisions 
the  national  frontier,  without  animal  power,  in  one-tenth  part  of  the  time 
1  at  one-tenth  part  of  the  expense  that  the  movement  would  cost  in  the 
sent  state  of  our  bad  roads.  The  proposed  railroads  would  thus  enable 
to  obtain  more  useful  service  in  war  from  ten  thousand  men,  by  the  in- 
ased  rapidity  and  safety  ot  their  movement  to  the  point  of  attack  chosen 
the  invading  foe,  than  xyithout  railroads  we  could  obtain  from  an  army 
one  hundred  thousand  men,  marched  upon  our  common  roads  ;  as,  in  ad-  ' 
ion  to  the  savinof  of  timc^  which  in  war  is  power,  and  health,  and  life, 
d  money^  we  shall  save  our  citizen  soldiers  from  what  they  usually  deem 
5  most  irksome  and  insupportable  afflictions  and  privations  attending: 
;ir  tours  of  military  service  ;  we  shall  save  them  from  long  and  tedious 
ifches,  and  from  the  siill  more  trying  scenes  of  a  long:  continued  delay  in 
Tip,  and  the  consequent  painful  separation  from  wife,  children,  friends^ 
i  bftsiness.  On  the  contrary,  after  being  assembled  and  prepared  for  ac- 
n,  we  shall  ji^  to  meet  the  invading  foe  at  the  rate  of  250  to  300  miles  in 
hours — taking  with  us  every  desirable  necessary  of  life  for  the  preserva- 
n  of  health,  activity,  and  personal  prowess  ;  so  that  when  we  meet  the 
emy,  we  shall  enjoy  every  desirable  advantage  in  every  conflict,  in  most 
which  we  cannot  but  be  successful ;  and  in  place  of  the  usual  campaign 
three,  six,  or  twelve  monihs  of  distressing  service,  we  may  reasonably 
icnlate  on  being  conveyed,  with  every  desirable  supply  from  the  central 
ates  to  the  frontier,  in  the  short  space  of  50  or  60  hours'  time,  and  of 
^ting  and  beatincj  the  invading  foe,  and  returning  to  our  homes  in  a  few 
ys,  or  at  most  a  few  weeks  more.  Hence  the  great  utility  of  the  proposed 
itroads  in  a  state  of  war :  and  then,  on  the  return  of  peace,  when  our  sixty 
llions  of  dollars  worth  of  fortifications,  aud  armories,  and  arsenals,  and 
ips  of  war,  are  worse  than  useless,  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  peace,  and 
jreat  and  constant  expense  to  repair  and  replenish  them  in  order  to  hold 
8m  ready  for  another  war  ;  then,  our  railroads,  taking,  as  they  must  take, 
ecisely  the  direction  that  the  commerce  of  our  country  takes,  from  the  sea- 
ard  to  the  central  western  States,  will,  when  turned  to  commercial  pur- 
ses, produce  a  revenue  to  the  States  that  own  them,  that  will  be  more 
in  sufficient  to  replace,  in  seven  years  time,  every  dollar  expended  in  their 
nstmction  ;  and  for  ever  thereafter  produce  a  revenue  sufficient  for  the 
pport  of  all  the  State  Governments,  and  to  pay  for  the  education  of  every 
phan  child  in  America.  The  proposed  railroads  will  do  more — they  will 
TO  lijramenis  of  union  more  powerful  than  bulwarks  of  adamant,  or  chains 
iron  or  gold,  to  bind  the  Slates  l02:eiher  in  perpetual  union.  In  designa- 
ijTthe  iiiilitary  men  of  the  central  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  as 
B  disposable  force  of  the  nation,  we  have  reference  to  the  fact  that  this 
ree  is  rendered  disposable  by  the  central  position  of  these  two  States — 
qr  having  no  frontier  to  defend  ;  while  the  forces  of  all  the  other  twenty- 
ir  States  are  rendered  local  forces,  and  not  disposable,  by  reason  of  their 
injf  all  border  States— the  boundary  of  each  extending  to  the  frontier  : 
d  therefore,  having  frontier  of  their  own  to  defend,  they  are  thus  rendered 
lalf  not  disposable. 
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•  .ijiiinr  forcos  and  ojicrativcs  to  be  intrusted  vi'ilh 
-  -.■:".:;:i  of  the  work. 

vi:.   adjutant  {^onoral,  willi  sei'on  assistants ;  two 

-   *     s.  .j:.  siir;ronns,  with  twcnty-eiirlit  assistant  surgeons; 

riiiicers  or  sciontilic  ni;  •Iiariics  ;  seven  regiments, 

•  •   <.>:  oi  one  colon'.'!,  two  iiv  lii'jiiant  colonels,  four  majors, 

•  :  i;iia;termaster,  two  >er<>oa'it  nhijiMs,  and  two  qiiarter- 
..    ^.  •    >,      :j  leu  conipaniis  :  (.ach  ri.:iij;;iny  to  consist  of  one  cap- 

.  :.  ::aijls.  two  second  lirntrDant--.  iv.iu  two  cadets,  with  one 

>c\:tunl,  one  orderly  scr^rcant.  Ii'iir  soriit^intSj  four  corporals, 

>.  :.•:!  artificers,  and  ci'Tijiy  |)rivi»lc  ;-oldi."rs.     The  general, 

.  >     1  »'.:;oers,  with  the  capt.iins  ami  fnM  lieutenants,  to  be  tukui 

.■   .;.  :>  of  llio  enirinccrs.  topcvTiU'liical  cnciinccrs,  artillery,  and  in- 

.•  -.  •••.  scTvioo  ;  ollicers  of  (.slaMi^Iicd  p*ji!itali.:ii  lor  professional  tal- 

V    \  ^  ■    ■.'.wV.  industry.  econ<»niy.  and  exi  nij  l.uy  Iki'i  its  :  and  to  have  the 

.  ;■  :;/  ■.:riienls  of  Tuonntcd  draironny.  wit!i  T;)  per  cent,  additional  pay, 

-.    :.  'y  employed  as  enirin(i«;rs.  sMj/crinlindents.  or  operative^  upon 

■  .w     '.:  '^r  construciii'U  of  ihe  woijc. 

'•     ;     •:  ]  m  ofthc  prajiosfd  railruftdy. 

.\M!:o:i  nnist  enihraee  tli^-  }ifa/\.;f  (ni^  i)'\sl  ronh\< — coinp.ienciiiir 

•  .    »  rwo  cernra!  States  of 'j'('nn!>.ve  lu.d  K  ^-nr-ky,  and  exioiulins: 

..'  ^."Vv':i  iV.'and  divisions  ot  tlie  ><';!'!.<);, rd  aiji!  in.-rlii-.Tn  Innilier.  nsabu-c 

^'•^. <•.,»! :  to  he  ascerlained,  paiiien!  ;rly  tlircUL^i  the  nnjsnitainous  re^^ion?, 

.;  .<,;:i's  of  lo|)o;:raphical  surv.  vs.  and  liiiailv  (h  cMnl  ou  and  eslahli^hcd 

.  .1  Nv.rd  10  consist  of  a  ;ii'  licral  and  lonr  to  six  lield  oillcers,  upon  wlio^e 

..•.n:*^:i    the  n.ujjor  iifeijer.il  conn' :indini:  nj:o!i  this  service  shoidJ  liavo 

'.V.-:  i»  act  :  to  appn^vc  or  di^appM>\e  ilnj  dteision  of  tlic.  lio;wd  Uf)untlio 

>,;:::•  principles  that  the   Pi-.-idujl  is  .•unh;>rized  hy  tlie  T'ousiitution  oftlic 

i    ::..  d  J^tales  to  apnrove  (»r  di^aj^j-rove  jm  act  of  t.'onirress. 

riicse  .surveys  will  prixiuco  an  innnciise  nias.-,  o(  mi wraL ^^eaJo^ic'il,^\^^ 

■  '^^rdftltirn/  hiforniiUinu  cjfi:re;'.t  v;due  to  the  Slates  aiid  the.  l.-nion. and 
^uhs|»en^■ahle  utility  to  every  njcniher  of  the  army  and  militia  ol'lheua- 

.a  who  as[iires  to  that  employment  in  tlu^  naliiinal  dcNniee  wjjich  k-adsto 

■•e  ir;ie  fame  oi  a  citiz«Mi-soldJer :  inloruiiition  tfndiniif  to  develop  theroiiv- 

sx\'  and  physical  resources  ol  every  8t:ile  and  district  preparatory  to  a 

N.,iie  o{  war,  and  ol  essential  henelit  to  liie  j)eople  of  every  class  during  a 

-Mte  of  peace. 

lf».  Of}frntfoiis  hi  fftc  fiiinl  rtniyfnirfl'>.'f  nf  thf.  vor/c. 
\v.ivh  one  of  the  proposed  routes  t:>  h:- 1  iaeed  in  charireof  a  colonel,  who 
\.'4l!  .superintend  the  eonstruclion  of  tlie  Vv^uk;  and  tor  the  prompt  and  con- 
cement  accomplishniMit  of  c?very  part  of  ihe  work,  eaeli  route  will  lie  siib- 
tiivided  into  fai  scrflons.  and  (Mch  seciion  plac:  d  under  the  immediate  su- 
!vrintcndence  of  a  captain,  to  he  assisti'd  hy  the  whole  of  the  suhalierii  otii- 
.•ers,non  commissioned  ollicers.  artificers  imd  privates,  ol  the  companVj  ^villi 
.'.s  inar)y  volunteer  arnficers  ami  oiln?r  operatives  as  will  be  sullicieni  torn- 
>urc  the  completion  of  each  section  in  from  four  to  live  years  after  ihelo- 
v-iition  of  the  work,  v/hich  may  he  accomplished  iii  one  year.  So  that  when 
one  section  of  sixty  miles  in  extent  is  completed,  the  whole  work  will  be 
%juitG,  or  nearly  linished  ; — with  the  exception  of  tiiat  which  is  unavoidably 
located  over  a  mountainous  country.  The  completion  of  the  mouniaiiious 
sections  may  be  hastened  by  such  iwcreased  means,  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  shall  demand.    The  simple  process  of  carrying  on  such  a  work,  iic- 
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flsarily  increases  the  means  and  facilities  of  its  progress  and  speedy  ac- 
lUipUshment.  Thousands  of  our  young  men,  ignorant  of  every  operatior^ 
)on  the  work,  will  soon  become  able  operatives.  To  the  regular  army  we 
oold  have  the  power  to  add  every  scientific  mechanic^  artificer,  and  able^ 
died  ttnllinff  laborer,  lo  he  employed  as  volunteers^  principally  within  ih'j 
Dits  of  the  States  where  the  sections  of  the  railroads  on  which  they  are  to 
1  employed,  respectively,  arc  located  and  constructed  ;  so  that  the  services 
all  may  be  near  tlieir  places  of  residence.  We  shall  thus  call  into  action 
id  usefulness  that  class  of  American  genius  which  would  otherwise,  to  a 
eat  extent,  languish  and  fall  into  the  whirlpools  of  vice  or  imbecility,  for 
nnt  of  employment  and  judicious  direction— that  genius  which  is  found 

the  learned  professions,  in  all  the  walks  of  fashionable  life,  in  the  pursuits 
'agriculture,  conjmerce,  and  the  mechanic  arts,  as  well  as  in  the  haunts  ot 
ssipation  and  idleness ;  whose  votaries  may  indeed  often  too  truly  say, 
We  are  idle  because  no  man  hath  given  us  employment."  By  these  idlers, 
hose  employment  would  save  them  from  misery  and  ruin,  and  render 
em  valuable  citizens,  and  enable  them  to  render  their  country  invulncr- 
ile  in  war  and  enrich  it  in  pence — aided  by  the  enterprising  young  met: 
hich  every  sectioii  of  the  republic  is  capable  of  affording  for  the  proposed 
eat  work,  and  arming  with  the  irresistible  weapons  of  industry  and  enter- 
ise  necessary  to  enable  them,  in  obedience  to  the  sublime  mandate  oi 
oiy  Writ:  "to  replenish  the  earth  and  subdue  it"  and  render  it  fruitful, 
at  it  may  multiply  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  it  is  capable  of  yield- 
ig  to  man — the  proposed  work  will  be  speedily  accomplished. 

17,  Tho  hidden  wealth  which  the  progress  of  the  work  will  disclose. 
]ded  to  the  vast  supplies  of  materials  for  construction,  for  transportation, 
id  for  food  and  raiment  for  the  operatives  upon  the  work,  and  for  com- 
eroe — supplies,  a  considerable  part  of  which  every  year  wnste  away  among 
le  interior  sections  of  the  Western  and  Middle  States  for  want  of  a  cheap 
^nveyance  to  good  markets,  such  as  the  proposed  rajiroad  will  afford,  will 
mtribute  much  towards  the  completion  and  final  profitable  employment 
'the  work; — supplies  that  would  every  year  be  augmented  by  new  im- 
t»vements,  and  by  encouraged  industry,  until  they  would  far  surpass  the 
imediate  wants  of  the  oroat  and  increasi:^;:^  influx  of  population,  and  op- 
atives  upon  the  public  works,  and  frontier  ;  and  on  the  completion  of  the 
ork  these  constantly  mcrea;ing  supplies  would  he  poured  into  the  improv- 
l  channels  of  cheaj)  transportation  and  profitable  commerce — gradually 
veiling  the  profits  of  both,  as  the  millions  of  tributary  rills  and  rivulets 
cpaiid  the  mi^jhty  river  into  whose  bosom  they  pour  their  liqtiid  treas- 
res.  It  is  believed,  moreover,  thai  the  construction  of  the  proposed  rail- 
Nuls  through  the  ::Sout!iern,  Western  and  Atlantic  States,  would  not  fail 
I  create  the  means  for  the  speedy  completion  of  all  the  lateral  branches 
quired  for  every  Stnte  and  seaport,  l)y  multiplying  among  us  experienced 
igineers  and  scientific  mechanics,  with  habits  of  industry  and  enterprise  ; 
ifiBg  to  all  clashes  ot  the  community  profitable  employment,  calculated  to 
mder  them  independent  in  their  domestic  nflairs,  respectable  and  happy 
I  peace,  and  formidable  in  war — while  the  money  expended  would  be 
Bpt  in  a  healthful  state  of  circulation  amougthe  farmers,  merchants'  anU 
leehanics'  of  our  interior  seiilements,  in  place  of  its  being  carried  off  to 
irich  foreign  merchants,  or  to  form  every  year  at  home  a  new  bone  of 
intention  between  the  votaries  of  the  spirit  of  party — such  as  go  all  lengths 
f  parly  men,  regardless  of  the  true  interests  and  honor  of  the  republic. 
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And  when,  during  a  state  of  war  with  nations  surpassing  us  in  naval 
Mrcri^th.  vc  rind  "ourselves  compelled  to  abandon  the  ocean,  and  be  de- 
prived of  our  jonMgn  conjmerce — the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  war  wilk 
anv  oi  iIk*  sironc  powers  of  Europe  without  first  supplying  ourselves  with 
A  ioct  (tf  $toan)shi|)s  of  war,  as  well  as  floating  batteries  and  the  proposed 
nuFrixids — tliosc  roads,  even  while  occasionally  employed  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  (ax^ps  from  the  central  States  to  the  South,  will  take  return  cargoes 
oi  ^^uthorn  products,  such  as  sugar,  cotton,  oranges  and  lemons,  from  the 
S>uihoni  to  the  Middle  and  Northern  States, — from  whence  tliey  will  bring 
return  cargoes  of  the  numerous  products  and  manufactured  articles  of  the 
northern  and  central  States,  needed  in  the  South  ; — an  interior  commercial 
mtercours:c  by  which  the  privations  of  our  foreign  commerce  would  bare- 
nwdicd,  and  many  of  the  evils  of  war  removed,  and  all  others  sreatly  miti- 
gated. Indeed,  the  completion  of  the  proposed  railroads  and  floating  bat- 
teries, your  memorialist  believes,  would  soon  effectually  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  war,  so  long  as  the  United  States  shall  see  tit  to  confine  their  views 
and  national  policy  to  the  jnatrnanirnons principle  o/* defensive  war :  asthe 
iiroposcd  means  ol  national  defence  would  give  a  degree  of  available  strength, 
boil)  physical  and  moral,  that  would  render  the  peril  of  an  attack  a  perpet- 
ual source  of  terror  to  our  evil-disposed  neighbors  ;  and  consequent  morfli 
strcHi^ikand  aecurUi/  to  our  beloved  country. 

18.  It  is  proper  in  a  state  of  peace  to  prepare  for  war.  The  wisest 
statesmen  in  all  civilized  nations  have  acted  ui)on  the  principle  here  sug- 
:v«isted.  It  is  time  for  us  to  inquire  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  car 
receiving  the  unexpected  visit  of  a  large  fleet  of  steamships,  armed  asthe 
French  fleet  lately  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz  were,  bringing  in  the  mouths 
of  their  cannon  an  unexpected  declaration  of  war.  Much  as  we  noavRlf 
on  the  unsurpassed  chivalry  of  our  volunteer  corps,  such  a  visit  could  not 
but  bo  attended  with  incalculable  mischief,  without  the  means  of  defence 
here  proposed  ;  means  of  defence  which  will  enable  us  to  march  1^  land 
from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  to  liufliilo.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Billi- 
more,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah,  St.  Augustine,  Pcnsacola,  Mobile, 
New  Orleans,  or  Texas,  from  200,000  to  500,000  men  in  the  short  imod  of 
three  days'  time  !  This  rapid  movement  would  have  been  very  aeainUe, 
as  it  would  have  saved  millions  of  money,  and  thousands  of  valuable  lives 
in  our  former  wars  ;  and  would  have  been  very  essential  to  our  security 
a)(ainst  a  land  and  naval  attack  when  we  had  no  reason  to  apprehend  an  inva- 
sioD  by  fleets  propelled  by  steam- power.  But  now,  that  wc  know  many  of  the 
most  warlfke  nations  of  Europe  are  busily  occilpied  in  the  work  of  preporinf^ 
steanoships  of  war,  we  have  no  longer  a  choice  in  the  issue,  whether  we 
must  0r  must  not  prepare  the  means  here  proposed  for  defence,  against  the 
improved  elements  of  destruction  wfiich  we  know  our  neighbors  hold  in 
leadiness  to  employ  against  us.  Wc  must  lay  aside  our  old  obsolete  militarr 
books  of  the  last  century,  such  as  we  have  borrowed  from  England  and 
France;  and  we  must  profit  by  the  lights  by  which  the  present  age, the  present 
year,  is  illuminated,  and  prepare  to  defend  ourselves  by  the  agency  of  this 
miffhty  power,  by  which  tlie  invading  foe  will  inevitably  attack  us. 

19.  Ancient  and  modern  history  is  replete  with  evidences  of  the  wisest 
'gf  Governments  h:iving  promptly  availed  themselves  of  the  use  of  every 

ilsfcription  of  weapon,  deemed  to  be  most  forinidable  in  war,  as  well  as  ol 
aiery  kind  of  power  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  rapidly  wielding  armies 
^pri  munitions  of  war,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  their  discovery.    Wt 
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ied  only  advert  here  to  some  few  discoveries,  which,  trifling  as  the  first 
id  third  may  seem,  were  deemed  sufncient  at  the  time  of  their  discovery 

merit  the  attention  of  men  and  monarchs  of  profound  wisdom  and  genius. 
FbrsL  When  the  commanders  of  the  armies  of  King  David  reported  to 
Bit  veteran  monarch,  that  they  had  sustained  heavy  losses  in  their  opera- 
ms  against  the  Philistines,  in  consequence  of  tlieir  having  employed  in 
itie  the  bow  and  arroio  ;  David  promptly  gave  orders  to  his  commanders 
avail  themselves  of  the  discovery  of  this  then  formidable  weapon,  and 
ske  themselves  and  their  men  acquainted  with  the  use  of  it,  "so  as  to 
aoe  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  enemy.-'  (See  the  "  History  of 
e  Bible.") 

Second.  When  in  the  14th  century  an  obscure  monk  of  Germany  dis- 
yvetei  gunpowder,  with  some  of  its  uses  in  war,  all  the  other  nations  of 
urope  that  were  blessed  with  wise  rulers  hastened  to  avail  themselves  of 
le  discovery — a  discovery  which  ere  long  induced  all  the  civilized  world 

change  their  unwieldy  weapons  of  war  for  firearms ;  gradually  laying 
jde  their  war-chariots  armed  uUh  scythes^  their  batttring-rams^  with 
leir  coat  of  mail,  and  most  of  their  personal  armor. 

T%irdL  The  use  oi  wheel-carriages  on  improved  roads  added  more  than 
renty-five  per  cent,  to  the  efficiency  of  an  army,  by  enabling  it  to  march 
le-fourth  farther  in  a  given  time,  and  by  carrying  with  it  a  more  ample 
ipply  of  artillery,  ammunition,  and  subsistence,  prolonging  the  period  of 
ctive  operations,  and  occasionally  taking  the  enemy  by  surprise  ;  as,  by  the 
icreaited  celerity  of  his  movements.  Napoleon  took  the  enemies  of  Prance 
9  surprise  in  his  first  campaign  into  Italy. 

Fourth.  All  civilized  nations  speedily  availed  themselves  of  the  discov- 
ry  of  the  magnetic  tteedle,  with  the  inventions  and  improvement  in  ship* 
uiUingf  the  use  of  sails,  &c.  Many  of  the  discoveries  here  alluded  to, 
owever,  though  they  contributed  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  troops  and 
Kmitions  of  war,  excited  little  or  no  interest  at  the  time  of  their  discoveryi 
ompared  with  that  of  the  application* of  steam  power  to  ships  and  other 
Msels,  and  to  vehicles  of  land  transportation  on  railroads.  In  these  last 
iscoveries  we  may  well  be  allowed  to  speak  in  the  language  of  poetry,  and 
ay  that 

"  SUam-power  was  almigkly  in  Us  Hrth ;" 

rhile  gunpowder,  firearms,  wheel-carriages,  and  all  former  improvenoents 
D  marine  structures,  though  partially  known  and  in  use  for  centuries  past, 
HiTe  exhibited  little  or  nothing  beyond  their  now  apparent  state  of  infancy 
intil  within  the  last  and  present  century.  Even  now,  no  civilized  nation 
Mi  boast  of  any  discovery  or  improvement  in  firearms,  gun-carriages,  or 
Q  naval  architecture,  in  anywise  calculated  to  be  of  any  'peculiar  advantage 
D  any  one  nation  over  another  nation  ;  while  these  developments  of  steam, 
rith  floating  batteries  and  railroads,  are  calculated  to  render  a  nation  in  the 
losition  which  we  occupy,  at  least  ten  times  more  formidable  in  a  war  of 
tdf'de/encf,  than  in  an  offensive  war,  against  nations  of  equal  numerical 
(trengtb,  and  provided  with  the  means  here  proposed.  All  the  discoveries 
ibove  referred  to  in  the  science  of  war  have,  however,  contributed  much  to 
imeliorate  the  condition  of  nations,  and  of  armies,  in  their  conflicts  and 
sontroversies  ;  and  gn^atly  to  ItisstMi  the  evils  of  war.  The  greater  the  im- 
HDvement  in  this  awful  and  snblinio  science,  the  loss  calamitous,  and  the 
Dore  humane  have  been  the  results  of  military  operations,  wherever  the 
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contending  parties  were  equally  acquainted  witli  the  progressive  improve- 
ments,  and  had  equal,  or  nearly  equal  means  of  profiring  by  them.  If  these 
propositions  are  correct — and  history  proves  them  to  be  strictly  true — where, 
it  may  be  asked,  where  must  our  improvements  in  the  science  of  war,  de- 
pendant on  steam-power,  terminate  !  The  wise  and  the  good  who  have  lon;^ 
cherishpd  the  prospect  of  a  blessed  milleuinm,  will  readily  answer  the 
question. 

20.  Your  memorialist  had  long  cherished  the  hope  that  some  patriotic 
statesman  of  military  mind  would  be  foiuid  at  the  head  ot  the  War  De- 
partment, able  and  willincr  to  bring  thn  subject  of  his  system  of  national 
defence  bef(»re  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  National  Legis- 
lature ;  and  in  this  hope  he  has  freely  and  frankly  submitted  to  several  o;* 
the  heads  of  that  department  his  views  upon  the  subject,  at  different  pe- 
riods during  nearly  seventeen  years  past;  until  he  received  from  Mr.  Sccre- 
tary  Cass  the  most  irrefragable  evidence  that  the  official  communications 
and  reports  of  your  memorialist  were  either  misnnderstood,  disregarded,  or 
disapproved:  nevertheless,  assured,  as  he  has  constantly  been,  of  the  prac- 
ticability, propriety,  and  necessity,  of  such  a  system  of  national  defeuoe; 
and  deeming  it  to  be  a  matter  o{ discovery^  invenlhfi,  and  improvcmcnt^wx 
the  art  of  war,  which  should  be  discussed  with  the  same  freedom  as  any 
other  discovery  in  the  useful  arts ;  your  memorialist,  as  the  author  and  in- 
ventor of  the  proposed  system,  has  addressed  himself  freely  to  private,  ft$ 
well  OS  public  men  of  several  different  nations,  and  of  all  parlies;  audbas 
received  in  return  from  men  of  th.e  highest  attainments,  and  unimpeached 
and  unimpeachable  patriotism,  full  and  cordial  concurrence  in  his  every 
view  hitherto  presented  in  favor  of  his  system  of  national  defence,  here 
set  tbrih  and  explamed.  Far  from  being  discouraged  at  the  opposition  ol 
three  honorable  JSecretaries  for  ten  years  in  succession,  he  has  learned  from 
that  opposition  that  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  republic  is 
rather  a  Iheatro  of  Executive  action  upon  political  matters  already  settled^ 
enacted,  or  ordered,  than  upon  nnc  disroveriss,  iitvcntions,  or  imprwemnis 
in  any  branch  of  the  art  of  war.  He  could  not  but  pt;rsevere,  therefore,  in  , 
his  humble  efforts  to  render  his  country  some  good  service  m/iena,  ashe 
had  done  in  war  ;  convinced,  as  he  is,  that  his  system  soars  above  the  pesti- 
lential atmosphere  of  the  evil  aplrit  of  party  :  as  it  is  a  system  of  national 
defence  designed  to  imparl  Ixineliis,  and  dili\i:>e  blessings,  alike  throughout 
every  State  and  Territory  of  the  republic,  and  upon  all  parties. 

The  oath  of  office  taken  by  your  memorialist,  requiring  him  toscrtctlie 
United  iSlates  {not  a  Jifirty),  requires  him  to  act  and  to  speak  in  accoidance 
with  the  rules  and  articles  oI  war.  He  has  always  held  himself  ready  to 
risk  his  life,  his  breatd,  and  his  for  time,  for  his  country  ;  and  he  has  the 
happiness  of  knowing  ihjit  he  has  risked  his  lili)  for  her  often — hnndreds 
of  times.  His  oath  of  oiScc  d.)es  not  restrain  liini  from  speaking  fraoHy 
and  truly  in  the  vindication  of  his  motives,  his  conduct,  his  honor,  and 
his  system  of  national  defence.  To  withhold  his  views  upon  an  occasion 
'  of  this  kind,  indeed,  would  be  virtually  a  violation  of  his  oath  of  office; 
which  re(|uires  him,  as  a  primary  dnty,  to  serve  the  United  States  homfAf 
and  faithfully  against  their  enemies  or  opposers  whomsoever :  and  ha 
could  not  conscientiously  comply  with  this  oath,  without  submitting  to  the 
National  Legislature  every  section  and  every  paragrapli  contained  in  this 
memorial.  He  feels  conscious  that  he  is  right.  His  enemies  will  not  bflu* 
iate  to  admit  that  he  is  either  right  or  wrong.    If  any  member  of  the  Na- 
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lal  Legislature  believes  him  to  be  wrong,  he  entreats  that  member  to  in- 
ule  any,  the  most  ri^id  scrutiny,  into  the  whole  of  the  views  here  pre* 
led  by  your  memorialist.  He  thus  respectfully  sohcits  his  friends,  and 
rlessly  challenges  his  enemies,  to  put  him  in  the  wrong,  by  proving  his 
tern  of  national  defence  to  be  either  unnecessary  or  impracticable.  But 
le  is  deemed  to  be  right  in  the  foregoing  views,  showing  that  his  sys- 
I  is  indispensably  necessary,  and  that  its  accomplishment  is  practicable, 
the  expense  and  within  the  period  of  time  here  suggested,  surely  no 
le  should  be  lost  in  carrying  into  execution  this  system  of  national  de- 
ce.  As  it  regards  the  treatment  he  has  received  from  the  last  three 
ids  of  the  Department  of  TVar,  personally,  he  has  nothing  to  say ;  having 
»  since  he  entered  the  public  service  acted  upon  the  principle  that 

"  The  real  patriot  bears  his  private  wrongs 
Rather  than  right  them  at  the  public  cost/' 

Your  memorialist  desires  no  greater  triumph  over  his  weak  or  mcked 
umniators,  nor  any  other  atonement  for  past  injuries,  than  the  triumph 
truth,  that  must  result  from  a  full  and  perfect  examination  of  his  past 
!  and  services — and  more  especially  a  criticcU  comparative  review  of  his 
vices  in  Canada  {approved  by  a  Madison) — and  his  services  in  Florida 
ndemned  by  a  Jackson)— and  more  especially  o/his  system  of  national 
isnce,  approved  by  a  Seward^  a  Cannon^  a  White,  and  a  Lumpkin  f 
topared  with  the  services  and  system  of  the  party  men  opposed  to  your 
»moriaIist. 

21.  The  discovery,  by  Oliver  Evans,  of  that  developement  of  steam^ 
w«r,  by  which  the  locomotive  and  other  vehicles  of  land  transportation 
)  jnopelled  upon  the  railroad,  and  by  which  the  movement  of  large 
Dies,  which  may  be  hastened  from  26  miles  (the  day's  march  of  Napo- 
(d)  to  300  miles  in  one  day ;  and  the  discovery,  by  Robert  Fulton,  of 
It  kindred  developement  of  steam-power,  by  which  our  rivers  and  lakes 
ve  been  covered  with  floating  palaces  and  warehouses,  surpassing  in 
)  velocity  of  their  movement  any  thing  before  seen  upon  our  waters— 
iking  an  easy  conquest  of  the  previously  unsubdued  current  of  the 
ghty  Mississippi,  and  now  proudly  encountering  in  triumph  the  moun- 
n  wave  of  ocean  :— as  these  discoveries  were  the  result  of  previously 
own  developements  of  steam-power,  in  its  application  to  mill  and  other 
xir-saving  machinery,  suggesting  to  Bvans  and  Fulton  the  great  prin- 
il6  upon  which  their  success  was  known  to  depend  ;  so  it  must  be  obvioas 

every  man  of  military  mind,  and  to  every  scientific  mechanic,  that 
b  discoveries  of  these  two  great  public  benefactors  must  necessarily 
xm  the  basis  of  the  system  of  national  defence  which  your  memorialist 
ne  offers  to  Congress.  Oliver  Evans  and  Robert  Fulton  were,  until  a 
w  years  before  their  death,  denounced  by  thousands  of  learned  theorists 

eeeenirie,  visionary  men.  The  same  class  of  censors  have  honored 
mr  memorialist  with  similar  epithets.  He  has  had  the  satisfaction, 
nvever,  to  learn  from  some  of  those  who  thus  denounced  him,  that  they 
Lve  since  seen  their  error,  and  are  now  among  the  true  believers  in  the 
isibilitv,  value,  and  importance  of  his  system.  He  adverts  to  this  fact, 
tre,  only  to  justify  or  excuse  what  he  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  say  in 
B  own  vindication,  and  in  reference  to  kis  own  past  public  services ;  be- 
nse  he  can  refer  to  no  historical  work  or  biographical  memoir  containing 
ly  account  of  his  public  services  in  the  war  of  1814,  excepting  such  as 
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have  been  distorted  by  nialig:nity  or  by  ignorance.  He  is  therefore  cm- 
strained  to  say,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  himself,  that  he  is  the  only  general 
officer  now  living,  who,  as  commander-in-chief  of  a  division,  or  separate 
lirmy,  or  detached  corps,  ever  achieved  a  victory  over  any  British  armr 
upon  any  part  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  war  of  1814  :  that  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  command  the  division  from  which  his  beloved  Major  Gen- 
eral (Brown)  had  been  taken,  by  reason  of  a  severe  wound,  on  that  frontier, 
in  August  1814  ;  during  23  days  of  which  time  your  nienioriahst  was  ac- 
tively engaged  iu  battle,  and  in  a  brisk  cannonade  and  bombardment,  and 
other  severe  conflicts  with  the  British  army  under  Lieutenant  General 
Drummond.  In  the  principal  battle,  the  lieutenant  general  acknowledged  a 
Joss  of  nine  hundred  and  five  oflicers  and  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  missin?. 
with  a  similar  loss  of  nearly  sij:  hmidred  in  the  several  other  conflicts. 
During  22  days  of  the  time,  there  were  but  few  hours,  from  daylight  in 
the  morning  until  dark  in  the  evening,  in  which  the  British  cannon  shot 
and  shells  did  not  present  to  your  memorialist  the  most  instructive  exhibi- 
tion of  every  variety  of  efecl,  o(\vh\ch  a  well  directed  cannonade  and  bom- 
bardment upon  a  very  slightly  and  partially  fortified  camp,  of  which  an  un- 
finished bastion  and  blockhouse  formed  the  only  tolerably  fortified  ongle, 
could  possibly  present.  In  that  long  conflict— in  which  the  British  forces, 
were  reported  to  amount  to  4.200,  principally  regulars,  and  the  United  States 
forces  to  2,600,  near  one-fourth  of  which  were  New  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia volunteers,  under  General  Peter  B.  Porter — your  memorialist  is  con- 
vinced he  had  a  better  opportunity  than  any  other  general  officer  of  the 
United  States  army  ever  had  during  the  war  of  being  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  eflTect  of  the  enemy's  shells  and  cannon  shot  upon  our  stone  ma- 
sonry, earthern  traverses,  embankments,  or  breastworks.  He  had  previoudf 
witnessed  at  Fort  Meigs,  and  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  well  as  upon  Lake 
Erie  in  the  British  and  United  States  ships  of  war,  three  days  after  Ferry's 

Slorious  triumph,  the  effect  of  the  enemy's  and  our  own  cannon  shot  opoa 
lockhouses,  ships  of  war,  and  other  vessels,  as  well  as  on  other  means  of 
defence.  The  investigation  of  these  results  of  some  of  the  most  inaportant 
conflicts  between  the  United  States  and  British  troops,  in  the  war  of  1813 
and  1814,  added  to  a  careful  attention  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  gunnery 
for  several  years  prior  to  the  war,  with  much  attention  to  the  subject  since, 
warrants  your  memorialist  in  speaking  somewhat  confidently,  as  he  haS} 
.upon  the  various  bearings  and  tendencies  of  cannon  shot  and  shells  on 
^floating  batteries,  steam  ships  of  war,  forts,  and  other  means  of  attack  and 
defence  of  seaports  ;  and  of  railroads  for  the  prompt  movement  of  reinforce* 
ments,  as  embraced  in  his  system  of  national  defence  here  set  forth  and  ex- 
plained. For  further  particulars  in  reference  to  the  various  conflicts  refer- 
red to  in  this  article,  your  memorialist  respectfully  refers  to  the  officers  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  command  in  those  conflicts  :  among  the  most  meritori- 
ous of  whom  are  Paymaster  General  Towson,and  Adjutant  General  Jones, 
now  on  duty  at  Washington  city.  The  names  of  all  others  will  be  found 
by  referring  to  the  Adjutant  GeneraPs  oflice.  And  to  show  in  what  csiin»- 
tion  his  conduct  was  held  by  the  Executive  and  National  l^egislature,  your 
memorialist  takes  leave  to  refer  to  the  joint  resolution  of  December,  ISU, 
by  which  he  and  the  oflicers  and  men  of  his  command  were  honored  with 
a  vote  of  thanks,  and  the  President  authorized  to  present  to  himagoU 
medal.  lie  received  also  from  the  Legislatures  of  the  great  and  patriotic 
States  of  New  York,  Virginia,  and  Tennessee,  similar  resolutions  of^  thanks 
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om  each  a  gold  hilled  sword  of  honon  With  these  magnifieeiit  lokeu. 
;h  approbation  of  his  conduct,  your  memorialist  could  not  but  feel 
If  in  honor  and  in  duty  bound  to-  exert  his  beat  faculties  to  gerve  kis 
"fffaiihfully  in  war  and  in  peace.  With  these  impressions,  he  re- 
ally offers  to  Congress  his  present  system  of  national  defence. 
Your  memorinlist  is  convinced  that  the  proposed  means  of  protection 
lute  the  first  and  only  discovery  known  to  man,  whereby  a  nation  sit- 
as  we  are,  and  acting  upon  the  magnanimous  principle  oiselfdefence^ 
without  any  doubt,  at  a  moderate  ex])ense,  and  by  means  that  will  in 
years  of  pence  repay  all  the  expense  of  the  work,  hold  in  their  own 
)  forever,  the  incontestible  issue  of  any  possible  war  upon  her  seaboard. 
Bain,  waged  by  any  nation,  or  by  any  such  combination  of  empires 
igdoins  as  have  once  dared  to  assume  the  appellation  of  ^^  holy  alii- 
*"  and  that  any  nation  of  our  numerical  strength  and  military  resources, 
ng  herself  of  the  discovery,  may,  if  she  m  just  and  true  to  herself, 
assume  tlie  attitude  of  honest  defiance  towards  the  armies  of  Europe,, 
of  every  quarter  of  the  globe ;  while  the  most  warlike  nations,  neglect- 
e  use  of  steam  power  with  railroads  and  floating  batteries,  will  be  found 
y  unable  to  maintain  their  independence.  In  this  view  of  the  subject, 
aes  itself  upon  our  attention,  not  as  a  matter  of  choice,  but  as  a  work 
ohite  necessity — as  a  measure  of  self -preservation. 
The  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  system  of  national  defence 
!  be  left  untouched  by  your  memorialist,  but  for  the  veneration  he  en- 
18  for  that  sublime  and  sacred  instrument  bequeathed  to  us  by  our 
B  of  the  revolution,  added  to  the  oath  he  has  taken  to  support  that 
nable  charter  of  our  free  institiUions.  He  would  not  willingly  be. 
id  capable  of  urging  or  soliciting  the  adoption  of  any  measure  not  in 
lance  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and,  having  in  com- 
irith  each  one  of  his  fellow-citizens,  an  indubitable  right  to  judge  for 
if  upon  all  questions  arising  upon  the  different  provisions  of  that  most 
t  charter  of  human  freedoiii  and  self  government,  without  confiding 
uch  in  the  opinions  of  statesmen  laboring  under  the  despotic  influence 
'ty  discipline — a  despotism  ever  operating  upon  the  hopes  and  feais  of 
!0  tamely  submit  to  the  tyranny  of  such  a  discipline — the  views  which 
'  are  respectfully  submitted.  The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
tution  of  the  United  States  authorizses  Congress  to  ^^  declare  war^^ 
to  raise  and  support  armies,"  and  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
I  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and  re- 
vasions ;"  and,  also,  "  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  discipUnr 
e  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 
rvice  of  the  Uuit^  States,  reserving  to  the  States  respectively  the  ap- 
nent  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according 
discipline  prescribed  by  Congress." 

smuch  as  these  important  provisions  of  the  constitution  cannot  be 
d  into  effect  without  roads,  and  the  effective  defence  of  the  republic 
wrk  upon  which  our  national  existence  depends^  the  transcendent  im- 
ice  of  this  work  calls  aloud  for  the  very  best  roads  ;  and  railroads  be- 
iroeasurably  the  best  for  all  military  purposes,  they  are  deemed  to  be 
ly  authorized  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  best 
es,  or  the  best  of  cannon,  or  gunpowder,  or  flints,  or  forts,  are  an- 
ed  ;  as  will  be  seen  by  tho  last  paragraph  of  the  abovementioned  8th 
ti  of  the  constitution,  which,  after  particularizing  the  specific  pow- 


^  fr  i>w*f»  ^  enumerated  in  that  section,  concludes  with 
*^  *7Uf  ^^^'  ^'*'*'^  ^*  '^^^  ^^^^  *^'  '^^^  which  sliail  be  necessary  aiid 
***  ^  ifi-  /Hir.n'iry  low*  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  vested  by  this 
!!lM(N>rir*^r  ji/rhf  (W»T«Bnient  of  the   United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 

^  \^^  M/mift.  rjih  the  experience  which  the  framers  of  the  Federal 

.Mifi^'NTlW)  ^  JKVinined  in  the  triumphant  revolutionary  conflicts  throiigli 

r!hN^  thf%-  h»d  iheu  recently  passed,  could  never  have  authorized  a  dec- 

lImt  A«"«r.  ^10  »l«'  invasion,"  without  makiua^  provision  for  the  best 

*^|J^  j^  insiiring  a  successful  and  glorious  (ermination  of  the  war: 

V.  j|,^>n««i  'w^  accordingly  made  in  the  above  recited  authority  gi?en 

!?^^J^,<i»,  to  make  all  laws  w  hich  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 

rrtitf  inw «^""^°  "the  foregoing  powers,  vested  by  this  coustitnlion in 

ArGofemnientof  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  tbeieo£' 

Br  this  compiehcnsive  grant  of  power,  the  National  Legislature  has  paaaed 

^rs  for  supplying  the  land  and  naval  forces  with  many  things  not  exprertly 

Joined  in  the  constitution.    Hundreds  of  military  roads  have  been  made 

KrAe  (loopSf  and  otherwise,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States :  first,  Ibr 

51  panose  of  facilitating  the  march  of  the  troops  to  and  from  the  placeaaf 

^^gif^gmation,  at  the  rate  of  20  to  26  miles  a  day,  when,  without  such 

^^-  they  could  not  have  marched  a  qimrler  of  the  distance,  Mrithout  leaf- 

'-mw bchinQ  them  their  cannon  and  baggnjnrc  train  ;  and,  secondly,  for  ihf 

ai^df  (he  constantly  moving  families  and  other  travellers  to  the  continually 

-Handing  border  of  the  republic,  by  which  simple  process  thirteen  neir 

^^and  near  thirteen  millions  of  inhabitants  have  been  added  to  the 

jif  tkiriien  States  of  the  revolution,  in  the  last  sixty  years.      Who  ever 

^jg^Boanced  these  miserable  roads  to  be  unconstitutional  7     These  roads 

^joocost  more  than  at  the  rate  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per 

^p;  and  yet  these  poor  roads  contributed  more  to  the  immediate  benefit 

jf^  ctmimunity  at  large,  during  a  period  of  peace,  than  any  of  ourforti- 

jf^Bons  which  cost  from  otie  to  two  millions  of  dollars  each.     Your  me- 

^ipimlist  is  unable  to  perceive  upon  what  ground  a  military  road,  apon 

mlucta  our  troops  can  be  marched  300  miles  in  one  day,  can  be  uncoisti- 

;gliooal,  when  roads  upon  which  thny  could  mnrcli  but  2t>  miles  in  a  day 

^Mi«  constitutional  and  proper— more  especially  when  all  are  made  by  the 

2|ygM  themselves — notwithstanding  the  great  dilference  in  the  cost  of  the 

(iioKinds  of  military  roads  here  alluded  to.    As  it  is  obvious  that  the  miii^ 

mryiailroads  will  enable  our  young  warriors  of  the  central  and  western. 

jntao  to  fly,  at  the  rate  of  300  miles  in  a  day,  to  meet  the  invading  foe,  the 

^Misticntionality  of  such  roads,  as  "  necessary  and  proper  means  for  re*- 

2«Uiw  invasion,"  cannot  but  be  admitted  by  all  parties,  conviiiced,  as  tbef' 

i0BaC  be,  that  we  are  destined,  in  another  war  with  any  Ki>ropean  natioOr 

10  be  attacked  by  fleets  propelled  by  steam-power.    But  if,  as  your  memo*- 

rialiat  respectfully  asserts,  our  seaports  cannot  be  defended  agamat  an  at- 

ittck  by  foreign  armies,  with  the  co  operation  of  fleets  propelled  by  steam-: 

ffitr|•who  can  doubt  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  proposed  railroada  and* 
Dg  batteries  ?  If.  indeed,  then,  they  are  indispensable,  and  our  coan- 
irf  cannot  be  defended  without  them,  they  are  strictly  constitutiouali 
«».  the  oioet  rigid  constructionist  will  admit.  To  make  use  of  our  coon-* 
BMl  bad  roads  for  marching  our  volunteer  and  other  troope^from  the  een- 
and  western  Slates  to  our  seaports,  in  a  state  of  war^or  to  continne* 
of  sails,  without  steam-power,  to  neet  an  iAvading-  ibo-wilh  large 
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iel8  of  steam  ships  of  war,  would  be  as  nnavnilinjr  and  as  unwise  as  it 
mild  be  to  attempt  to  extinguish,  by  water  carried  in  a  nutshell,  the 
Hues  by  wbiclx  tliousands  of  our  houses  are  doomed  to  be  enveloped  in  the 
tine  of  a  war,  when  destitute  of  the  proposed  means  of  defence,  while 
cscssius:  the  power  to  obtain  the  best  of  fire  engines, 
24.  The  apprehended  expense  of  the  proposed  work  constitutes  theprin* 
3al  objection  advanced  by  any  statesman,  or  by  any  man  of  military  mind, 
liose  opinions  have  come  to  tlic  knowledge  of  your  memorialist.  To  this 
jection  it  may  answered  : 

F\raL  That  the  apprehended  appropriations  to  meet  the  expense  will 
I  no  more  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  for  a  period  of  six  years, 
teTided  the  work  is  done  by  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  heretofore 
imested. 

^teond.  The  employment  of  the  army  upon  the  work  will  be  to  the  offi- 
fS  and  men,  and  to  the  youth  of  every  State  and  District  through  which 
0  work  will  extend,  the  best  of  all  possible  schools  to  prepare  them  for  the 
tfence  of  their  country  ;  as  the  officers  and  men  so  employed  will  have 
0  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  every  days  labor  in  this  essential 
ork  of  preparation  will  contribute  to  increase  their  moral  and  physical 
pacities  for  usefulness  and  domestic  happiness  in  pcaee,  and  for  a  glori- 
is  triumph  over  the  invading  foe  in  war. 

Third.  In  exhibiting  the  cost  of  this  system  of  defence,  it  is  gratifying 
find  that,  of  the  $66,000,000,  which  is  the  estimated  amount  required  for 
tt  seven  railroads  from  the  central  States  to  the  seaboard  and  northern 
ontier,  with  five  floating  batteries  for  the  Mississippi  river  at  the  Passes, 
id  below  New  Orleans,  and  five  others  for  the  defence  of  the  harbor  of 
eir  York,  more  than  sixty  three  millions  of  that  sum  will  be  expended 
r  materials  and  work  which  the  interior  of  the  United  States  will  afford. 
Fourths  The  most  costly  material  required  for  the  work  will  be  bar-iron 
r  the  railways,  and  slieeting  for  the  sides  and  tops  of  the  floating  batte- 
»;  of  this  article,  not  less  than  500,000,000  pounds  will  be  needed.  This 
lantity,  at  4  cents,  will  amount  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
Fifth,  For  supplying  the  whole  of  the  iron,  it  is  proposed  to  erect,  at 
(Dvenient  places,  near  the  site  of  each  one  of  the  seven  great  railroads, 
fwndry  and  rolling  millj  for  the  manufacture  of  the  iron  required,  upon 
e  same  principle  that  armories  are  established  by  the  United  States 
r  supplying  the  army  and  navy  and  the  militia  with  cannon  and  small 
mi.  By  these  works,  ample  supplies  of  the  best  of  iron  may  be  obtained 
season  to  complete  the  railroads  and  floating  batteries  in  the  time  here 
imsted. 

We  shall,  in  this  way,  lay  open  to  the  individual  enterprise  of  the  peo- 
e  of  the  United  States  rich  mines  of  wealth,  hitherto  but  little  known  ; 
id  we  shall  moreover  relieve  ourselves  of  the  reproach  to  which  we  have 
r  iBBDy  years  been  subjected — the  reproach  of  sending  to  Europe  and 
cpendiug  tbere  many  millions  of  dollars  for  iron,  whilst  most  of  our 
latSB  abound  with  inexhaustible  supplies  of  this  valuable  metal,  equal  to 
ijr  io  Europe. 

SS.  The  great  revolution  which  steam-power  has  produced  in  its  ap- 
iealioD  to  every  thing  that  is  wafted  upon  the  sea,  and  that  rolls  upon 
e  Liod|  applicable  to  the  attack  and  defence  of  seaports^  leares  our 
ootry  absolutely  destitute  of  the  means  of  defence  inaispeusably  ueces- 
ly  to  the  protection  of  our  seaports  against  any  nation  or  commuaity 
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•    \».u  yr  Dirates  capable  of  attacking  us  with  a  respectable  fleet  of  steam 

s.»i  .t^  H  var.  armed  with  the  improved  battering  cannon  of  the  largest  cali- 

\r    %  iiiout  doating  batteries  of  sufficient  strength  and  number  to  eoabk 

>   .^  :ock  up  our  seaports,  and  railroads  extending  from  the  central  and 

«ts<tT!i   Srates  to  the  principal  seaports,  for  marching  our  disposable 

:orce  .lud  munitions  of  war  of  the  central  and  western  States,  at  one  tenth 

iMM  liie  expense,  and  one-tenth  part  of  the  timej  that  their  movement 

on  our  present  bad  roads  would  cost. 

•i6.  The  tloating  batteries  here  recommended  constitute  the  most  rare 
and  economical  means  for  the  immediate  defence  of  our  seaports  in  war, 
ai]d,  when  aided  by  the  proposed  railroads,  in  the  rapid  transportation  of 
ircops  and  munitions  of  war  from  the  central  and  western  States  to  the 
principal  seaports  of  the  Atlantic,  southern,  and  northern  States,  aided 
at  sea  by  steam  ships  of  war;  we  shall  thus  render  our  means  of  defence 
complete  and  imprcgna[)le  in  war.  And  on  the  return  of  peace,  when  all 
other  expensive  means  of  defence,  such  as  fortifications,  armories,  and 
rieets  propelled  by  wind  and  sails,  are  useless,  then  our  floating  batteries 
and  railroads,  turned  to  commercial  purposes,  will  contribute  to  deepen 
our  ship  channels  and  to  the  improvement  of  our  seaports,  and  afford 
facilities  to  our  interior  commercial  intercourse,  which  it  is  tielievsd  will 
replace  every  dollar  expended  in  carrying  into  effect  this  system  of  national 
defence  in  from  seven  to  ten  years. 

27,  The  floating  batteries  and  railroads,  embracing  the  system  of  na- 
tional defence  here  recommended,  which  will  cost  not  more  than  elefen 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  for  six  years,  will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  bf 
the  simple  process  of  its  construction,  contribute  more  to  qualify  the  annf 
and  the  young  men  of  the  United  States  employed  upon  the  proposed  float- 
ing batteries  and  railroads  for  active  viilitary  service  in  the  national dh 
fencey  than  they  could  possibly  be  qualified  by  the  expenditure  of  double 
the  estimated  amount  of  the  work  paid  for,  giving  each  one  of  them  a 
complete  military  education,  according^  to  the  system  pursued  at  the  Mill- 
itary  Academy  at  West  Point ;  as  in  that  system  the  theory  of  the  art  of 
war  alone  is  acquired,  and  much  of  that  mere  theory  is  rendered  uspIck 
by  the  revolution  which  steam-power  has  produced  in  all  that  relates  tothe 
movement  of  armies  and  fleets,  and  the  attack  and  defence  of  seaports; 
whilst  in  the  system  here  recommended,  the  young  student  upon  the  float- 
ing battery,  as  well  as  upon  the  railroad,  is  enabled,  from  the  first  moment 
he  takes  in  hand  his  book  to  study  the  theory,  at  once  to  combine  with  it 
the  practical  science  and  manual  tabor  of  his  profession  /  and  when,  at 
the  end  of  four  or  live  years,  he  graduates  and  obtains  his  discbarce.  his 
inind, limbs,  and  body  would  be  alike  improved  and  invigorated  by  his  having 
learned  ho^c  to  make  and  how  to  wield,  and  having  actually  assisted  tfifMi' 
inff  and  wielding  fioatius:  batteries  and  vehicles  of  land  transportatkm  OB 
railroads,  with  every  other  preparatory  means  for  rendering  them  Ibrnii' 
dable  in  war  and  profitable  in  peace.  This  will  aflonl  him  the  happinetf 
of  knowins:  that  he  has  rendered  his  couniry  much  useful  public  servk$ 
ior  the  public  instruct io7i,  which  will  enable  hi.n  ever  after  to  be  in  the 
highest  degree  useful  to  his  country,  and  his  family,  in  war  and  in  peace. 

28,  With  the  floating  batteries  and  railroads  here  recommended,  wo  can 
fearlessly  and  truly  say  to  all  Europe,  and  to  all  the  world,  ^weaak^ 
you  nothing  but  what  is  right,  and  we  will  submit  to  nothing  ihaiis  wrong? 
whilst,  without  the  proposed  or  some  such  system  of  national  deftnca,  such 
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declaration  might  be  considered  as  pure  gasconade  ;  as,  without  floating 
sUeries  and  railroads,  to  lock  up  and  promptly  reinforce  our  seaports 
ben  menaced  by  an  enemy,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  one  or  two 
'  tlie  great  nations  of  Europe  (with  two  of  whom  we  have  boundary 
lestions  to  settle,  to  enter  any  one  or  more  of  our  principal  seaports, 
id  destroy  the  richest  of  our  cities  in  the  course  of  any  day  or  night  in 
leyear;  and  in  doing  so,  to  damage  our  commercial  establishments  to 
le  amount  of  more  money  and  property  than  would  thrice  defray  all  the 
Mt  of  the  proposed  system  of  defence. 

29.  The  opinion  has  been  expressed,  that  these  railroads  will,  during 
stale  of  peace,  produce  a  revenue  that  will  replace  the  nioney  to  be  ex- 
andfid  in  their  construction  in  the  course  of  seven  years  after  their  com- 
ledoD.  But  sliould  it  be  twenty,  or  even  forty  years,  before  their  annual 
ivenae  is  found  adequate  to  reimburse  the  money  expended  in  the  construe- 
m  of  the  work,  this  delay  will  tend  to  do  no  wrong  or  injustice  to  our  im- 
ediate  or  remote  posterity.  They  cannot  fail  to  enjoy,  as  much  as  we 
in  enjoy,  the  benefit  of  our  labor  for  our  and  their  protection  and  pros- 
nrity.  But  the  great  question  upon  which  we  are  now  to  act,  is,  not 
lisiher  we  have  or  have  not  a  right  to  tax  our  posterity  with  a  heavy 
ibC  for  a  work  that  will  certainly  bi  of  great  value  to  us,  and  which  is 
Btfined  to  be,  in  al|  human  probability,  stUl  more  valuable  to  them;  but  the 
ue  question  is,  whether  it  is  not  our  imperative  duty  to  do  whatever  is 
kripuWy  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  to  ourselves,  and  also  to  our 
HtariCyy  the  means  of  preserving  to  each  and  all  so  deeply  interested  the 
lenuigs  of  that  liberty  and  independence  secured  to  us  by  our  fathers 
f  the  revolution  :  ii^  the  achievement  of  which  a  great  national  debt  was 
mCracted  for  us  to  piiy — a  debt  which  we  have  most  gladly  and  gratefully 
ikL  And  have  we  tiot  good  reason  to  believe  that  our  immediate  pos- 
rity  will  as  gratefully  pay  any  such  debt  which  we  may  deem  prudent  to 
sntract,  to  provide  for  their  use  and  protection,  as  well  as  our  own,  a 
fwUBOk  of  national  defence,  without  which  our  and  their  liberty  and  inde- 
nidence  would  bo  left  at  the  mercy  of  whatever  nations  of  Europe  may 
le  fit  to  hold  in  their  own  hands  "  the  dominion  of  the  sea  ?"  This  will 
B  attempted,  without  doubt,  by  the  great  maritime  nation  who  first  provides 
ir  herself  a  fleet  of  some  fifty  or  a  hundred  steam  ships  of  war,  with 
oeting  batteries  and  railroads  for  securing  her  own  seaports  and  her 
lienor.  This  is  a  measure,  however,  more  likely  to  be  undertaken  by 
Hne  future  combination  of  empires,  arro^atin^to  themselves,  as  the  ene- 
iMS  of  France  did  in  the  year  1814-15,  the  title  of  "  Holy  Alliance,"  than 
yany  one  nation. 
3D.  Oar  unnatural  mother,  England,  who  has  had  the  address  to  subsi- 
iaBiDOSt  of  her  neighbors,  and  to  force  others  to  sanction  her  pretension  to 
i€  dominion  of  the  sea ;  and  for  half  a  century  past  to  hold  in  her  own 
andfl,  amid  professions  of  peace  and  good-will  towards  us,  near  a  third 
art  of  our  greatest  eastern  border  State  ;  and.  to  hold  several  of  their  and 
or  border  savage  nations  ready  to  take  the  scalps  of  our  frontier  citizens: 
liat  enlightened  nation,  who  has  shed  more  blood  than  any  other,  if  not 
lore  than  all  other  nations,  to  secure  to  herself  the  dominion  of  the  sea, 
as,  it  is  believed,  at  this  moment  among  us  organized  bands  of  spies  and 
wieerSf  assuming  to  themselves  the  plausible  character  and  vocation  of 
advocates  of  humnn  freedom" — more  familiarly  called  "abolitionists." 
?bat  this  same  England  will,  in  due  season,  avail  herself  of  her  newborn 
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tA^itioHism,  to  secure  to  herself  some  favorite  scheme  of  a  foothold  netr 
xis— to  the  northeast,  or  south  of  us — or  to  pay  us  for  our  having  twice 
Naten  her,  and  more  especially  having,  with  our  little  giant  navy,  taken 
from  her  the  ^lory  of  her  long  contested  dominion  of  tlie  sea^  we  can  have 
no  doubt.  Without  rnilroads'and  floating  bntteries,  such  as  are  here  recom* 
mended,  with  steam  ships  of  war,  En^land^s  baniter  of  abolitionism  may 
erc  long  he  planted  in  Louisiana,  and  in  every  other  border  State  upon  onr 
seaboard,  from  the  Sabine  Bay  to  Eastport,  Maino.  Thus  may  we  soon 
behold  England  openly  attempting  by  force  to  accomplish  what  her  spies 
and  pioneers  have  long  been  secretly  employed  in  preparing  and  hasten- 
ing— a  tragedy  of  blood  and  desolation  ;  the  elements  of  which  were  princi- 
pally provfded  and  brought  hither  from  Africa,  within  the  last  two  centa- 
rics,  by  the  outrages  and  avarice  of  this  same  England,  in  her  efforts  to 
monopolize  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  The  incendiary  fires  have  alreodf 
been  lighted  up,  as  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  perhapi 
some  other  cities  of  our  southern  and  eastern  border,  can  testify.  The  sys- 
tem of  national  defence  here  recommended  will  enable  us  effectually  to 
guard  against  the  apprehended  catastrophe.  It  will  do  more.  It  will, 
when  the  proper  time  arrives,  enable  us  effectually  to  fulfil  the  appaienC 
destiny  by  which  an  overruling  Providence  has  decreed  that  the  Africaa 
savages  should,  by  the  simple  though  often  abused  process  of  the  slave  trMk^ 
with  the  long  continued  pilgrimage  of  slavery  which  they  are  undergoiii|t 
(a  slavery,  marked  as  it  has  been  here,  ever  since  the  reign  of  Bnghai 
ceased  among  us,  with  a  high  degree  of  humanity  and  benevolence)— wiM 
the  proper  time  arrives,  namely,  whenever,  in  the  next  century,  onr  own 
caste  and  color  shall  have  increased  so  as  to  amount  to  tu)o  hundred  mUr 
2io/i^  of  free  while  inhabitants,  then  it  is  believed  that  our  statesmen  will 
see  clearly  the  propriety  of  preserving  every  acre  of  the  national  domain  te 
the  support  of  our  own  caste  and  color;  then  shall  we  plainly  lee^  anl 
cheerfully  do  what  we  can  to  fulfil,  that  apparent  destiny — a  destiny  by  which 
the  supposed  evils  of  the  slave  trade,  and  of  the  slavery  of  the  Afrwans  in  r 
America,  shall  evetitually  contribute  to  cover  that  benighted  quarter  of  lbs 
globe  with  all  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  freedom.  A  consamiDBtMn 
not  more  devoutly  to  be  wished,  than  it  is  certainly  to  be  accomplisM 
within  the  coming  century ;  unless,  indeed,  the  groat  work  is  delayed  by 
the  lawless  interference  of  the  blind  votaries  of  abolitionism,  or  by  the  ip* 
prehended  incapacity  of  the  African  blacks  for  self  government.  Be  tblisii 
may,  our  own  United  States  republic  of  the  coming  century  will — in  all  bonsB 
probability  before  the  middle  of  that  century — say  80  or  90  years  he 
nave  it  in  their  power  to  make,  for  the  first  time  since  our  political 
ence,  a  fair  experiment  towards  the  solution  of  the  long  contested  pn 
involving  the  question  of  the  vtility  of  Africans  when  left  alone  as 
hers  of  a  free  civilized  community — the  question  upon  which  their  pow 
ble  capacity  for  self-government  necessarily  depends  :  for  we  shall  thea  k 
able  to  spare  from  our  two  hundred  millions  of  free  white  population  a  tet 
of  steam  ships  of  war,  with  an  army  of  missionaries  and  United  Stales  fot 
unteers,  for  the  instruction  and  protection  of  the  numerous  savages  of  it 
lica ; — the  terms  protection  and  instruction  are  here  employed  in  conaex- 
ion  with  each  other,  because  these  two  great  engines  of  civilization  btn 
sdways  eonp  side  by  side,  wherever  the  work  of  civilization  has  sucoesdsd 
best.  That  complete  instruction  necessary  to  all  the  purposes  of  civiliatioB 
ud  selfj^overnment,  as  we  understand  it,  never  was,  nor  ever  con  be,pff* 
'  without  military  protection. 
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This  navy  and  army  of  protection  and  uisirHction  may  be  accompanied 
d  folJou'-ctl  by  sucii  detaile'l  corps  of  the  instructed  blacks  of  our  countr/ 
noAy  be  qnalitiod  to  assist  in  the  great  work:  these  detailed  corps  to 
ntiuuo  with  the  consent  of  their  owners,  until  every  black  in  America 
ill  find  a  conifortabU  and  u  safe  home  in  the  land  of  his  fathers.  Any 
ler  system  of  abolition  would  mevitably  delay,  though  it  might  not  de- 
t,  the  accomplishment  of  the  <^rcal  work  of  giving  civilization  and  self- 
vcrnment  to  Africa,  and  of  giving  to  the  uniteU  States  republic  the 
>ry  of  the  achievement — of  giving  civilization  and  self  government  to 

0  quarters  of  the  globe ;  iirst  to  America,  ojid  next  to  Africa.  To  secure 
ourselves  the  huppi/iess,  the  imperishable  iflori/,  of  giving  to  America 
d  Africa  all  the  blessings  oi  civilization  and  self  government,  we  have 
ly  to  do  that  which  we  are  now  admonished  by  every  dictate  of  the  first 
IT  of  nature  to  do  quickly  for  our  own  preservation — that  which  we  pos- 
ts more  atnple  means  of  accomplishing  before  the  year  IS46,  than  the 
:riotic  people  of  New  York  possessed  to  enable  them  to  complete  their 
;gnificcnt  canal  before  the  year  1826 — namely,  to  locate  and  construct 
;  proposed  railroads  and  fioating  batteries ;  as,  by  the  simple  operation  of 

1  execution  of  this  work,  we  shall  insure  the  instruction  of  all  the  young 
n  of  our  country  that  may  be  necessary  or  desirable  as  engineers  or  scien- 
c  mechanics  to  teach  millions  of  the  youth  of  South  America  and  Africa 
I  art  of  covering  their  conntrij,  as  we  shall  have  covered  our  country,  with 
lae  essential  means  of  national  defence  and  national  wealth.  The  mis- 
nary,  whose  sacred  duty  it  is  to  extend  to  3very  people  the  blessings  of 
i  Christian  religion,  may  with  perfect  propriety  himself  lenrn  to  be  a  scien- 
c  mechanic  and  a  practical  engineer.  lie  may  thus  add  4he  attractive 
Brer  o{  practice  to  theory  ;  and  to  the  sublime  precepts  of  holy  writ,  and 
teaching  men  how  to  live  and  how  to  die,  teach  them  also  how  to  pro- 
ve uuto  their  country  the  things  that'  belong  to  their  country ;  and  how 
iefeud  and  protect  the  helpless  women  and  little  ones  confided  to  their 
Cj  in  obedience  to  the  solemn  mandate  v/hich  should  apply  alike  to  each 
iai  and  political  union  most  dear  to  us,  namely :  "  T/iosc  whom  God 
Uk  joined  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder.^  Such  will  be — such  must 
—a  portion  o(  the  glorious  results  of  our  carrying  into  effect  the  proposed 
tern  of  national  dot'once.  |]at  ii  we  neglect  it,  until  the  crowned  heads 
Burope  shall  have  leisure  to  prepare  another  holy  alliance,  with  fifty  to 
5  hundred  first-rate  ships  of  war  adapted  to  the  action  of  steam-power, 

may,  possibly  in  the  next  ten  years,  see  our  foreign  commerce  under  the 
itrol  oithat  holy  alliance ;  and  if  we  resist — and  who  wiU  have  the  har- 
lood  to  say  we  will  not  resist  / — we  may  be  told  by  the  vain  diplomatists  of 
it  imperial  combination  of  ])irates — '*  Yankees  !  the  holy  alliance  is  gra- 
usly  pleased  to  permit  you,  with  your  wives  and  children,  to  seek  an  asy- 
B  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains."  Otherwise  we  must  submit  to  the  de- 
Kdation  of  seeing  all  our  seaports  in  the  possession  of  die  invading  foe; 
of  seeing  our  commercial  cities  battered  down,  without  the  possibility  of 
r  bringing  to  their  succor  sullioiont  force  in  time  for  their  protection. 
Jl.  To  obviate  any  such  calamity  as  the  foregoing  views  suggest  as 
BiUe,  your  memorialist  prays  Congress  to  provide  for  the  construction 
die  proposed  works.  Or,  should  som*;  previous  experiment  l»e  desira- 
,  he  prays  that  he  may  he  authorized  by  law  to  select  and  employ,  under 

authority  of  the  President  oi  the  United  States,  such  engineers  and, 
er  officers:,  scientific  mochanirs  nrtirmoro  *.ui«*  — ^— *       -.-.^  i.u^— .—» 
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as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  forthwith  to  locate « 

the  principles  and  in  the  manner  licro  stated,  one  oftk\ 

rdilroetds— say  that  fro;n  Lcxingfton.  Kentucky,  to  Nak 

New  Orleans  ;  or  the  one  from  Louisville,  Kentuckr.Ti 

oJiP^^^  bile;  or  that  from  Mcmpliis,  'rcniicssce,  to  meet  thec-nt 

XX,'&'^      ^  from  (Miarleslon,  South  Caroliiin,  aiic!  An<:nstji,  Geoi^ia, 

\>^^^V  And  also  to  construct  tliroc  of  l!ic  proposed  floatinsTt* 

f<"^^  the  harbur  of  New  Orleans,  and  one  for  the  harbor  o! 

jC^^-^  structed  under  his  direction,  in  accordance  witli  tlie 

^^  mended,  and  under  the  inin]r(.>i;.ite  suf^oriiiimdence  o: 

may  select.     And  when  i!io  iloating  hr^tteries  and  r;i 

mended  are  completed,  annuii,  cnnipned,  and  maiuK d.  i 

leries   and  railroads  to  be  subir^cled  to  a  scrupulous 

committee  of  Congress,  and  by  such  oilier  public  fum 

authorized  by  Congress,  or  i.y  ihc  Piv,.ident  of  the  Un 

that  no  mUilary  or  twcal  oliiccr  he  selected  for  arxV 

such  as  shall  have  been  //.'  .^rz/c/c  and  wititesscd  the 

cannon  shot  upon  our  works  f  ''d-f  ii-e  ;  to  the  end  tha 

the  precise  characUr^valvr,  ard  lUUlfi/  ofthf.sr  tror/ss 

mc?it  a.s  means  of  iiatioiKil  dvfoicc  and  natioual  ircalth 

icith  each  other ,  viay  be  felly  ascer:  tiucd  ami  cert i do 

thority,  WMth  two  rcginvjuts  sucli  as  tlie  forey-oing^  oi 

plates,  sustained  by  an  approj;i  iation  ct  tliree  millions  ^ 

three  years,  your  memorialist  ;?!t:df;*cs  biniself  to  coinn; 

time  the  proposed  railroad  and  three  j'oafhfg-  bafteria 

as  an  experiment  upon  which  the?  Ic^^due  of  the  vi-ork^ 

may  be  safely  undertaken. 

,  32.  Your  memorialist  havinjj  at  di^fi  rent  times  durin 
years  submitted  to  the  pro;,er  antiic^rilies  of  the  War 
his  views  contained  in  the  forcgoin^^  oO  sections,  as  wil 
from  his  official  reports,  (which  hc'priiys  may  be  callec 
part  of  this  his  memorial,)  he  has  thus  repeatedly  appej 
partment;  btit  lie  deeply  regrets  to  :?ay  that  his  appeal 
Unavailing.    He  now  resiKclfully  calls  on  every  men 
Legislature  who  loves  his  country  and  her  institutions, 
in  preparing  for  her  a  system  of  defence  worthy  of  the 
volution,  worthy  of  the  Union,  a;d  of  trie  constitution 
pledged  to  support.     Your  mop^orialist  did  not  enter 
country  lor  the  mere  selfisli  onjoyment  of  the  pomp  ani 
.    oiihe  field  of  battle,  (thoneh  he  would  not  shrink  from 
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3gTess  to  confirm  his  claim  by  such  act  or  joint  resoluium  as 
xn  shall  seem  just  and  right.  And  your  memorialist,  as  ia 
vill  ever  pray. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
s,  Tenn.,  Decembet^  31, 1839. 
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as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  forllnvith  to  locate  and  construct,  upon 
the  principles  and  in  the  manner  hero  stated,  one  of  the  projtosf-d  ftriuripal 
railroads — say  that  from  Lexington.  Kentncky,  to  Nashville,  and  thence  to 
New  Orleans  ;  or  the  one  from  Louisville,  Kentucky,  via  Nashville,  to  Mo- 
bile ;  or  that  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  meet  the  one  already  completed 
from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Augusta,  Georgia,  to  Tennessee  river. 
And  also  to  construct  three  of  the  proposed  floatins^  batteries,  viz:  two  for 
the  harbor  of  New  Orleans,  and  one  for  (he  ii arbor  of  Mobile  ;  to  be  con- 
structed under  his  direction,  in  accorda!ice  with  the  project  h.ere  recom- 
mended, and  under  the  immcchate  snperiiitondence  of  such  otficers  as  he 
may  select.  And  when  the  lloatiiig  batteries  and  railroad  here  recom- 
mended are  completed,  armeii,  equipped,  and  manned,  the  said  floating  bat- 
teries and  railroads  to  be  subjected  to  a  scrupulous  inspection  by  such 
committee  of  Congress,  and  by  such  other  [)nbhc  funclionaries  as  may  be 
authorized  by  Congress,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  provided 
that  no  military  or  vaval  officer  be  selected  for  any  such  insprciiou,  but 
such  as  shall  have  hceii  in  battle  and  iritnesscd  the  effect  of  the  enemy's 
cannon  shot  upon  our  v;orks  cCdcfo.\]ze  ;  to  the  end  that  by  sucli  inspection 
the  precise  character^  value,  avd  itlility  ofthfb"  worhs  ofintcrjinl  imf.rore- 
mentasrneansofnatinmd  difcncnam^  ?mt tonal  ireallh,  taktniitconmx'm 
wiik  cac/i  other,  may  be  fidly  asccntuicd  and  certifitd.  I'nder  such  au- 
thority, with  two  regiments  such  cs  t!ie  foresroinir  oriranization  contem- 
plates, sustained  by  an  appropriation  ot  tliree  millions  of  dollars  a  j'car,  for 
three  years,  your  memorialist  ;>ledo;cs  liimself  to  coniplete  in  this  priodof 
time  the  proposed  railroad  and  three  JloatiifS^  haftrrirs  :  which  will  serve 
as  an  experiment  upon  which  iho  rcsidnc  of  the  v.'orks  here  recommended 
may  be  safely  undertaken. 

,  32.  Your  memorialist  having  at  diffi^rent  times  durinc:  the  last  seventeen 
years  submitted  to  the  proper  autiiorilies  of  the  War  Department  most  of 
his  views  contained  in  the  foregoing  30  sections,  as  will  more  fully  appear 
from  his  official  reports,  (which  heprays  may  be  called  for  and  taken  as  a 
part  of  this  his  memorial,)  he  has  thus  repeatedly  appealed  to  the  War  Dp- 
partment;  but  he  deeply  regrets  to  say  that  his  appeals  have  been  wholly 
Unavailing.  He  now  respectfully  calls  on  every  member  of  the  National 
Legislature  who  loves  his  country  and  her  institutions,  to  sustain  hisefforts 
in  preparing  for  her  a  system  of  defo:ice  worthy  of  their  fathers  of  there- 
Volution,  worthy  of  the  Union,  aiid  of  the  constitution  which  we  all  stand 
pledged  to  support.  Your  memorialist  did  not  enter  the  service  of  his 
country  for  the  mere  selfish  enjoyniciit  of  the  pomp  and  ephemeral  honm 
oi  the  field  of  battle,  (though  lie  would  not  shrink  from  a  comparison  of  Atf 
services  in  battle  with  those  of  any  other  United  States  commandernot 
living,)  his  anticipated  glory  and  great  object  have  be?n  to  employ  Iter  mfaiw 
of  defence,  ample  as  they  must  ever  be,  so  effectually  as  to  convince  her 
neighbors  that  honesty  is  the  best  pfdic}/,  and  that  defeat  must  attend  theif 
every  act  of  invasion  :  and  thus  to  direct  the  elements  of  irar  to  the  attain- 
ment of  "peace  on  earth,  and  good  trill  towards  wen,"  With  these  im- 
pressions he  deems  it  to  be  an  act  of  common  justice  to  himself,  his  ffifc 
children,  and  friends,  that  lie  should  solicit  the  only  r/?//r/"  to  which  a  United 
States  general  officer,  honored  as  he  h.is  lone:  been  with  one  of  the  hi?he* 
commands  in  the  army,  and  whose  best  efforts  are  ever  due  to  his  country^ 
0ervice,  can  with  propriety  claim.  He  claims  to  be  the  author  and  inveiUtr 
•  ^O**  -jr-'— -  •/•     '•-  "1  'i^r^'^nm  iiofioin  <5i.t  forth  and  explained  ;  he  thci^ 
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fore  prays  Congress  to  confirm  his  claim  by  such  act  or  joint  resdtUian  as 
ia  their  wisdom  shall  seem  just  and  right.  And  your  memorialist,  as  ia 
duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Decembet^  31, 1839. 


ti  CONGRESS,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  StSll 

si  Session. 


MESSAGE 

FROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

OS 

kt  subject  ofrtdwdn^  the  tojDWs^c  duty  on  Spanish  vessels  in  artain  cases. 


March  10, 1840. 

Referred  to  ilie  Commitlee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 


9  the  Innate  : 

I  transmit  to  Cono^ress,  for  their  consideration,  copies  and  translations 
a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Spanish  lega* . 
m,  growing  out  of  an  application,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  for  a  reduction 
tonnage  duty  on  her  vessels,  in  certain  cases. 

By  a  royal  order,  issued  on  the  29lh  of  April,  1832,  by  the  King  of 
)ain,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  his  Government  by  the 
inister  of  the  United  States  against  the  discriminating  tonnage  duty  thea 
ried  in  the  ports  of  Spain  upon  American  vessels,  said  duty  was  reduced 
one  real  de  vellon  (equal  to  five  cents)  per  ton,  without  reference  to  the 
ice  from  whence  the  vessels  came,  being  the  same  rate  as  paid  by  those 
all  other  nations,  including  Spain. 

By  the  act  approved  on  the  13th  July,  1832,  a  corresponding  reduction 
tonnage  duty  upon  Spanish  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
IS  authorized,  but  confined  to  vessels  coming  from  ports  in  Spain ;  in 
nsec^uence  of  which,  said  reduction  has  been  applied  to  such  Spanish 
ssels  only  as  came  directly  from  ports  in  the  Spanish  peninsula. 
The  application  of  the  Spanish  Government  is  for  the  extension  of  the 
)visions  of  the  act  to  vessels  coming  from  other  places ;  and  I  submit 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  the  principle  of  reciprocity 
)uld  not  justify  it  in  regard  to  all  vessels  owned  in  the  peninsula  and  its 
pendencies  or  the  Balearic  and  Canary  islands,  and  coming  from  all 
ices  other  than  the  islands  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  the  Philippines ; 
i  the  repayment  of  such  duties  as  may  have  been  levied  upon  Spanish 
?sels  of  that  class  which  have  entered  our  ports  since  the  act  ot  1832 
nt  into  operation. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  March  9,  1840. 
ir  dL  Rives,  printer^-. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  SPANISH  LEGATION. 


Mr.  Calderon  io  Mr.  Forsyth. 

NuKVA  York,  28  dc  Junio  de  1839. 

MuY  Soil  Mio  :  Por  una  ordL-n  real  tic  20  de  Octul^re  de  1817.  se  csla- 
Ijlecio  en  Espaiia  el  derecho  de  20  leahs  dc  vdloii.  6  sea  iin  dolurd,  por 
tonclada  ;  al  cnal  so  stiiietaron  los  biiqucs  Americanos,  en  cquivuleiiciadel 
impuesto  de  25  reales  velloii,  6  sea  $1  50,  que.  a  ia  suzon,  se  exigiaa  las 
embarcnciones  Espaiiolcs  por  esle  coiicepto. 

Pero  habiendo  pedido,  pusieiiornieiile,  ol  Enviado  FiXtraordinario  y  Min« 
islro  Plonipotenciario  de  la  Union  en  Madiid  que  se  disminnyese  el  men- 
cionado  derecho,  iiiando  S.  M.  que  re  rebajase  a  la  snma  dc  solo  un  real  de 
vellon,  6  scan  5  centavos  ;  privando  al  real  erario  de  esle  ingre^o,  no  solo 
para  manifestar  sus  deseos  de  cornpiacer  a  los  Esfados  L'nidos,  mas  tambien 
en  la  firme  persuasion,  y  con  la  condicion,  que  la  rebaja  inismaen  volvia 
iiaturahnenle  en  si,  de  que  aquelia  disposicion  seria  rcciproca.  Desdc 
entonces  los  buques  Americanos  ban  pagado  solo  im  real  de  vellon  por 
tonclada,  sin  bacer  distincion  algnna  de  procedencia,  ya  llegucn  de  los 
Bstadv>s  Unidos  dircctamente  6  de  cualqnier  puerlo  estrangero. 

Ko  suce.de,  sin  embargo,  asi  con  los  buques  Espaiiolcs,  los  cnnles  solo 
pagan  los  6  centavos  por  tonelada  cuatido  vienen  en  dercchura  de  lapenin- 
salu,  y$L  50  (un  dolard  y  cincuenta  centavos)  si  proceden  de  cualquier 
puerto  estrangero. 

Esta  diferencia  perjudicial  a  nueslra  navecracion  y  coracrcio,  y  que  ni 
esta  en  armonia  con  el  sistema  de  reciprocidad  seguida  por  el  Gobiemo 
Federal,  ni  se  aviene  bien  con  el  amistoso  allanamiento  dc  su  ficl  uliada  la 
Espaiia;  ballamado  la  atencion  del  Gobiemo  de  S.  M.  la  Reyna,  mi  atiKiWa 
ama,  el  cual  me  acaba  de  ordenar  que  reclame  como  lo  egeculo  la  iwIdc- 
cion  a  5  centavos  de  derecbo  dc  tonclada  que  se  carga  ii  los  bnqiies  FiB- 
panolos  que  proceden  de  puertos  estranijeros,  y  tambien  la  devolucion  con 
interes  de  lo  que  se  lo  iiaya  cobrado  de  mas  desde  el  dia  en  que,  &  inttan* 
cias  del  Enviado  dc  la  Ilepublica  en  Madrid,  se  abolio  el  antigno  impaeito 
de  20  reales  vellon,  ysubstitnyendolc  el  de  un  real,  en  el  convcncimietitoy 
bajo  el  supucslo  de  que  igual  diminucion  se  vcrificaria  ca  los  &tados 
Unidos,  adquirio  Espaiia  el  derecho  a  la  reciprocidad. 

£1  Gobierno  de  S.  M.,  confia  que  no  solo  cesara  en  breve  esta  desven* 
tajusA  y  no  motivada  desigualdad,  sino  que  se  accedcra  en  todo  i  so  d^ 
inaoda.  Punda  su  esporanza  asi  en  la  justicia  reconocida  y  en  las  amif- 
testts  disposiciones  del  ecsnio.  Seiior  Presidente  hacia  la  Espana,  como  en  hi 
aetas  del  Congreso  que  autorizan  a  S.  E.  a  admitir  en  los  puertos  dels 
Union,  a  los  buques  cstrangeros,  en  los  mismos  terminos  en  que  son  id* 
mitidos,  y  pagnudo  el  mismo  derecho  de  tonelada  que  pagan  los  Anieri* 
canos  en  los  puertos  de  otras  nacioncs,  cuando  su  excelencia  tenga  evU^ 
cia  sal'ufactoria  dc  las  dis[)osiciones  adoptadas  k  csto  respecto  eo  otiol 
paises. 

£1  Gobierno  Federal  esta  hace  tiempo,  por  la  comnnicacion  de  su  Ed- 
viado  Extraordinario  en  Madrid,  en  posesion  de  esta  evidencia  que  ahora 
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orrobora  la  asercion  que  hapoen  nombre  de  mi  Gobierno  ;  y  como  el  tenor 
e  la  ley  es  no  menos  explicito  que  aplicable  al  caso  presente,  solo  faltay 
ara  complemento  de  los  justos  deseos  de  S.  M.,  quo  el  ecsmo.  Senor  Pre- 
idente  sc  sirva  hacer  use  de  la  facullad  que  aquella  le  dele^a. 

Como  estoy  inlimamente  pcrsuadido  do  que  asi  lo  resolverd  S.  E.  restame 
nicamente  que  rogar  a  V.  S.  tenga  la  boudad  de  elevar  esta  nola,  con  la 
lenor  demora  posible,  a  su  consideracion.  A  este  favor  le  quedaria  a 
.  S.  en  extremo  agradecido,  pues  debricndo,  como  V.  S.  sabe,  trasl^darnie 
filejico  sin  tr.rdanza  podria  V.  S.  proporcionarme,  conteslandomc  pronto 
I  duradera  satisfaccion  de  llevar  conmij(o,  entre  otros  airrndables  e  indele- 
les  recuerdos  do  mi  mansion  en  este  pais,  el  de  halKT  servido  de  organo 
ara  noticiar  i.  S.  M.  un  nnevo  acto  de  cquidad  y  una  nucva  prueba  del 
stado  de  buena  correspondoncia  y  estrecha  amistad  en  quo  se  hallan  y 
engo  la  fortuna  dc  dijar  las  relaciones entre  nut;slros  rospeciivos  Gobiernos. 

Reitero  a  V.  S.  las  seguridades  de  mi  mas  distiniruida  consideracion. 

A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BAKCA. 

El  Honorable  John  Forsyth. 

iSecretario  da  Eslado. 


[translation.] 

New  York,  June  28,  1639. 

SfR :  By  a  royal  order  of  Octol)er  20,  1817,  a  duty  of  twenty  reals  de 
vellon  (or  one  dollar)  per  ion  was  established,  to  which  American  vessels 
rvere  subjected,  in  return  for  the  duty  of  twenty  five  reals  de  vellon  (or 
>ne  dollar  and  fifty  cents)  per  ton,  which  was  then  exacted  from  Spanish 
ressels. 

But  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  in  Madrid  havini^  subsequently  requested  that  the  said  duty  shonid 
36  dinr)inished,  His  Majesty  ordered  that  it  should  be  reduced  to  five  cents, 
>r  one  real  de  vellon  only  ;  thus  depriving  the  royal  treasury  of  this  duty, 
Qot  only  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  his  desire  to  please  the  United 
States,  but  also  under  the  firm  persuasion,  and  with  the  condition,  that  this 
reduction  would  be  reciprocaied.  Since  that  period,  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  have  paid  only  one  real  de  vellon  per  ton,  without  distinction 
fts  to  the  place  from  which  they  came — whether  directly  from  the  United 
States,  or  from  any  foreign  port. 

Spanish  vessels,  however,  are  not  treated  in  the  same  manner ;  they  pay 
only  five  cents  per  ton  when  they  come  direct  from  the  peninsula,  and  one 
doliar  and  a  half  per  ton  when  coming  from  any  foreign  place. 

This  difference,  prejudicial  to  our  navigation  and  commerce,  and  which 
is  neither  in  harmony  with  the  system  of  reciprocity  pursued  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  nor  with  the  friendly  equality  subsisting  between  it  and 
Spain,  has  attracted  the  attention  ol  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty  the 
(loeen,  my  august  mistress,  who  has  ordered  me  to  claim,  (or  request,) 
■•  1  now  do,  the  reduction  of  the  tonnao^e  duty  on  Spanish  ships  coming 
froai  foreign  ports  to  five  cents;  and  the  restitution,  witii  interest,  of  aH 
above  that  amount  tvliich  has  been  received  since  the  day  when,  at  the 
roqnest  of  the  Envoy  of  this  Republic  at  Madrid,  the  old  duty  of  one  dollar 
per  ton  was  abolished,  and  that  of  five  cents  per  ton  was  substituted  ibr  it; 
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wicii  ihe  conviction,  and  under  the  supposition,  that  the  same  dimination 
woiild  uike  place  in  the  United  SUitcs ;  Spam  having  thus  acquired  the 
r'ijfn  :o  reciprocal  treatment. 

Her  Maj-^tvs  Government  trusts  that  this  disadvantageous  and  ground- 
less ine^pialicy  will  soon  cease,  even  if  tlie  whole  of  the  demand  made  by 
It  be  not  acceded  to.  It  bases  its  iiope  upon  the  well-known  justice  and 
the  triendly  disposition  of  his  excellency  the  President  towards  Spain,  as 
n-ell  as  on  the  acts  of  Con;^rcss  aulhorizinir  his  excellency  to  admit  foreign 
ressels  into  tlic  ports  of  the  Union  on  the  same  terms,  and  on  paying  the 
same  tonnage  duties  wiiich  arc  paid  l)y  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of 
other  nations,  whenever  his  excellency  should  have  received  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  dispositions  adopted  with  this  respect  in  other  countries. 

The  Federal  Government  has  for  some  time  been  in  possession,  by 
means  of  the  communicaMons  of  its  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Madrid,  of 
this  ovidencCj  which  is  now  corroborated  by  the  assertion  made  by  me  in 
the  name  of  my  Government ;  and  as  tlie  tenor  of  the  law  is  not  Jess  ex- 
plicit than  applicable  to  the  present  case,  nothing  is  wanted  for  the  fulfil- 
ment  of  the  just  dtjsires  of  Her  Majesty  than  that  his  excellency  the  Pre- 
sident should  use  the  faculties  ihns  delegated  to  iiim. 

As  I  am  well  convinced  that  his  excellency  will  determine  to  do  so,  I 
have  at  present  only  to  request  you,  sir,  to  have  the  kindness  to  submit  this 
note,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  his  consideration.  For  this  favor  I 
shall  be  extremely  obliofed,  inasmuch  as  (being  about,  as  you  know,  to  depart 
immediately  for  Mexico)  you  ma}'^,  by  thus  promptly  replying,  procure  me 
the  lasting  satisfaction  of  carrying  with  me,  among  other  pleasing  and  in- 
delible remembrances  of  my  stay  in  this  country,  that  of  having  served 
as  the  organ  for  conveying  to  Her  Majesty  the  information  of  a  new  act  of 
equity,  and  a  new  proof  of  the  state  of  good  feeling  and  strict  friendship 
now  prevailing,  and  in  which  1  have  the  honor  of  leaving  the  relations 
between  our  two  countries. 

I  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  considers- 
lion. 

A.  CALDERO.X  DE  LA  BARCA. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Calderon, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  22, 1839. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
'SSth  of  June  last,  claiming,  under  instructions  from  your  Government,  a 
Oreduction  of  the  tonnage  duty  levied  in  the  United  States  on  Spanish  ves- 
sels coming  from  foreign  ports,  and  the  restitution,  with  interest,  of  the  sum 
which  has  been  heretofore  collected  from  them  since  the  old  duty  of  one 
dollar  per  ton  was  abolished  in  the  ports  of  Spain^  and  that  of  five  cents 
substituted  for  it. 

At  the  time  the  existing  arrangement  between  the  two  Governments  as 
jlo  tonnage  duty  was  made,  it  was  understood  that  countervailing  duties  of 
Nonage  would  be  charged  by  the  United  Slates  on  Spanish  vessels  from 
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colonial  ports.  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  the  peninsula  were,  conse- 
loently,  alone  inchided  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  13th 
roly,  1832.  The  second  section  of  the  same  act  regulates  the  tonnage 
hities  on  Spanish  vessels  in  the  direct  and  indirect  trade  with  the  colonies 
f  Spain.  The  President  has  not  tlie  power,  therefore,  to  accede  to  your 
eqaests.  If,  however,  there  be  instances  in  which  Spanish  vessels  sailing 
nwn  a  peninsular  port,  nnd  touching  at  an  intermediate  foreign  port,  not  a 
Ipanish  colonial  dependency,  have  been  charged  a  higher  duty  than  that 
on  suppose  ought  to  have  been  collected  from  them,  upon  a  proper  repre- 
entation  to  this  department,  as  such  coses  do  not  seem  to  be  provided  for 
If  our  laws,  I  will  with  pleasure  invite  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
rreasnry  to  them ;  and  if  the  existing  regulations  do  not  authorize  a  favor- 
lUe  decision,  the  President  will,  I  venture  to  assure  you,  bring  the  subject 
0  the  special  notice  of  Congress  at  an  early  day. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  dis* 
inguished  consideration. 


Don  Angel  Caloeron  de  la  Barca,  ijrc. 


JOHN  FORSYTH. 


The  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

ISuEVA  York,  8  de  Octuhre  de  1839. 

Muv  Senor  mio:  En  28  de  Junio  ultimo  manifesto  a  Y.  S.  mi  ante- 
le^r  la  diferencia  que  sc  notaba  en  el  cobro  de  los  derechos  de  tonelada 
txigidos  d  los  buques  Americanos  en  los  puertos  de  Espaiia,  y  los  que  st» 
xigian  a  los  buques  Espafioles  en  los  dc  la  Union  ;  differcncia  que  habia 
lamado  la  atencion  del  Gobierno  de  S.  M.  Catolica,  y  sobre  cuyo  asunto  le 
*rden6  este  reclamase,  corao  lo  hizo  en  nquel  escrito,  la  reduccion  a  cinca 
entavos  de  dolard  del  derecho  de  tonelada,  como  tambien  la  devolucion 
on  intereses  do  lo  que  sc  haya  cohrndo  de  mas  a  los  buques  Espaiioles, 
esde  el  dia  en  que,  a  instancins  del  Enviado  de  esta  Kepublica  en  Madrid, 
e  abolio  alii  el  antiguo  impuiisto  do  veinte  reules,  (nn  dolard,)  y  se  le  sub- 
tituyo  el  de  un  real  (cinco  centavos.) 

Dismiuuiria  yo  la  fuerza  de  las  razoties  que  mi  antecesor  presento  a  V.  S. 
n  aquel  papel,  si  yo  tratasc  ahora  de  reforzarlas. 

En  22  de  Julio  proximo  pasado  se  sirvio  V.  S.  contestar  a  aquel  escrito, 
cusando  su  recibo,  y  maniicstando,  que  solo  los  buques  I'lspanoles  proce- 
entes  de  la  peninsula  fueron  incluidos  en  el  arres^lo  que  se  concluyo  entre 
mbos  Gobiernns,  on  la  primera  seccion  del  acta  del  Congreso  de  13  de 
ulio  de  1832  :  que  la  bcgiuida  secrion  de  dicha  acta  prescribe  los  derechos 
e  tonelada  para  los  buques  que  trafigiion  di recta  6  indirectamente  con  las 
)lonias  de  Espana;  y  concluyo  V.  S.  diciendo,  no  tener  facultades  el 
enor  Presidento  para  acceder  a  las  dcmandas  de  mi  antecesor  ;  mas  que, 
n  embargo,  si  habia  casos  en  que  4  algunos  buques  Espaholes,  que  habi- 
ido  salido  de  algun  puerte  eslrangero  intcrmedio,  que  no  pertenezca  a 
inguna  de  las  colonias  Espaiioles,  se  Ics  haya  impuesto  un  derecho  mayor 
ae  ei  que  el  ministro  dc  S.  M.  suponia  deber  haberseles  cobrado,  luego 
tie  8c  hiciese  la  debida  representacion  a  ese  departamento,  tendra  V.  S* 
Nicho  gusto  en  someterla  a  la  consideracion  del  Secretario  de  Hacienda ; 
I  que  no  pareceque  lus  leyes  preveugan  nada  para  estos  casos ;  y  que 
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mi  los  reglameotos  existentes  do  aiitorizan  una  resolucion  favorable,  se  atre- 
Tia  v.  S.  i  as^rar  a  aquel  representante  de  S.  M.  Catolica,  que  el  Senoi 
fteridente  someteria  el  negocio  k  lu  considcraciou  especial  del  Congreso  en 
mmde  sas  primeras  sesiones. 

A  esia  comunicacioM  de  Y.  S.  respondio  la  iegacion  de  S.  M.  Catolica  en  29 
de  Jalio  ultimo,  manifestandole  el  sentimiento  que  ic  causaba  no  poder 
oooiBnicar  desde  luego  a  su  corte  el  anuncio  de  la  inmediata  y  completa 

Siescencia  de  S.  E.  el  Sor.  Presidentc,  y  lodo  io  denies  satisfactorio  que 
seespresa. 

En  esia  estada,  he  hnllado  la  cuestion  al  encargnrroe  de  la  mision  con  que- 
h  Reroa,  mi  senorn,  me  ha  honrado  ;  y  me  parece,  no  ofrece  ningun  ob- 
9SM«Jo  pbra  que  el  Gobierno  de  la  Union  pueda  hacer  hrillar  los  principiop 
ie  i«cta  jiisticia  y  de  reciprocidad,  que  basta  aqui  ban  dictado  su  politics, 
T^ne  la  Espafia  reclama  con  conilanza. 

Dos  son  las  demandas  que  hacc  la  Espana  ;  6  lo  que  es  lo  mismo,  a  dns 
|«iiios  se  limita  su  rcclamacion  : 

l''\  A  hacer  cesar  el  d^recho  de  tonelada  que  se  exige  a  los  bnques  Es- 
jttOijdes,  substituyendolc  el  de  cinco  ceiitavos  dc  dolard^  equivalentes  a  un 
Koil  de  vellon,  que  cs  el  impuesto  de  tonelada  que  pagan  los  buques  Ameri- 
CUKI6  en  los  puertos  dc  la  peninsula. 

tf^\  A  pedir  la  devolucion  de  lo  que  Ids  bnques  Espanoles  Iiayan  pagado 
de  luas  (con  los  interescs  devenorados)  dosdc  (]ue  en  iCspai'ia,  accediendo  a 
^  solicitudes  del  Enviado  dc  los  Esladrs  Unidos,  se  mando  que  los  buques 
4e  esta  Republica  pngasen  solo  un  real  dii  vcllon  (cinco  centavos  de  dolard) 
fiw  derecho  de  tonelada. 

El  pnnier  pnnto  se  lialla,  a  mi  pareccr,  ivsnello  en  la  tcrccra  scccion  del 
«Cia  del  C^'ongreso  de  13de  Jnlio  de  1832,  por  la  que  se  dec  re  to :  "Que 
Mando  el  Presidento  est£  satisfeclio  ({ue  los  derechos  udicionales  6  equiii- 
Imnles  de  tonelada,  impucstos  por  cnalquiora  nacion  estrangera  a  los  buques 
d»  k»  Rstados  IJnidos  ban  sido  abdiidos.  podra  ordenar  que  ccse  de  cobrarse 
tm  \w  puertos  de  los  Estados  IJnidos  ol  derecho  de  tonelada  a  las  embarca- 
<noncs  de  dicha  nacion,  y  niandar  (jiie  se  devuelvan  aquellos  derechos  de 
tonelada  que  pucdan  baberse  cobrndo  :i  los  bnqnes  de  dicha  nacion  eslran- 

£ra  despues  de  abolidos  por  ella  los  derechos  diferenciales  6  equilibrantes 
tonelada."  • 

El  segnndo  so  halla  redncido,  sooun  la  niisma  seccion  lercera,  a  pro- 
sentar  jnstificados  los  casos  en  que  se  haya  cxiixido  a  bnques  Espnfiolesmas 
de  cinco  centavos  por  derecho  de  tonelada. 

Reservandome  la  facultad  de  prcscntar  a  V.  S.  estos  casos  tan  lue£o  como 
reuiia  los  comprobantes,  me  liniito  por  ahora  a  pedir  a  V.  S.  la  favorable 
ffsolucion  del  primero.  Mueveme  a  ello  un  olicio  del  consul  de  S.  M.  en 
New  York,  su  i'echa  5  del  corrientc,cn  qnn  nie  njaniiiesta  haber  entradoea 
cste  pnerto,  procedonte  de  La  Gnayra  (Venezuela)  el  bergantin  ESspanol 
llamado  <<  Mercurio,"  su  capitan  Don  Jose  B.  Gonzalez,  de  la  niatriculade 
Fblnia;  a  cnyo  bnque  so  le  ha  cxi<^ido  un  dolard  jwr  tonelada,  cuyo  im- 
piiesto  ban  satisfeclio  sus  consignatarios  ;  a  pcsar  de  que  el  cspresado  cod- 
■ill  ba  acndido  a  csta  aduana,  para  obtener  se  cobrase  solaiiiente  cinoo 
centavos  por  el  cspresado  derecho,  en  reciprocidad  de  lo  que  pagan  las- 
cmbarcacioncs  de  estos  Estados  en  la  peninsula. 

8i  el  deseo  que  me  anima  de  facilitar  a  mi  nacion  las  ventajas  que  deben 
nmiltar  de  la  substitucion  del  espresado  derecho  no  me  ofusca,  creo  que  ior 
nertioD  esta  bastante  e^clarecida  para  poder  csperar  que  Y.  S.,  tomando  en 
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eomoderacion  esta  demandn,  se  sirva  disponer  cI  nnimo  de  S.  E.  el  Sor. 
Pimdentc  a  dictar  desde  luego  esta  medida  en  justa  reciprocidad  de  loe 
derechos  de  tonelada  exigidos  en  Espaila,  y  ordenando  seprincipie  la  e^eu- 
tkm  devolviendo  lo  que  se  ha  cobrado  de  mas  al  bergantin  Mereuno  en 
estos  dias:  resolviendo  igualmente,  que  tan  luego  como'el  Gobierno  de  S. 
M.  la  Reyna  de  Espniia  presente  a  V.  S.,  por  el  intermedio  de  su  represen- 
tante  en  estos  Bstados,  los  comprobantes  de  que  he  hecho  ya  merito,  se  de- 
Yuelva  el  exceso  que  se  hubiese  eobrado  con  los  intereses  devengados. 

El  convencimiento  de  quo,  me  hallo  poseido  de  los  principios  de  justtcia 
qne  diriiLren  al  gabinetc  de  los  Estados  de  la  Union  ;  y  la  buena  y  fiel  amis- 
tad  del  Sor.  Presidento  liacia  su  buena  alinda  la  Espaiia  me  hace  espemr 
un  resnltado  favorable,  que  me  lisongeara  tanto  mas  cuanto  sera  nn  raoti^D 
para  hacer  ver  a  mi  Gobierno  los  buenos  auspicios  bajo  los  cuales  he  sido 
lecibido  en  este  pais. 

Reitero  a  Y.  S.  las  seguridades  de  mi  mas  olta  oonsideracion. 

KL  CAVALLERO  DE  ARGAIZ. 

Sor.  Don  Juan  Forsyth, 

Secretario  de  Estado  de  los  Estados  Unides. 


[translation.] 

New  York,  October  8,  1839. 

Sir  :  On  the  2Sih  June  las^st,  my  predecessor  pointed  out  to  you  the  dif- 
ference between  the  tonnage  duties  exacted  on  American  vessels  in  the  ports 
of  Spain  and  those  exacted  on  Spanish  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States;  this  difference  had  attracted  the  attention  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty's 
Government,  and  my  predecessor  was  ordered  to  claim,  as  he  did  by  the 
abovementioned  note,  the  reduction  of  the  duty  to  live  cents,  as,  also,  the 
the  restitution,  with  interest,  of  all  that  had  been  received  in  excess  on  the 
tonna;3re  of  Spanish  vessels  since  the  day  on  which  the  duty  of  twenty  reals 
(or  one  dollar)  was  abolished  in  Spain,  and  that  of  one  real  (or  five  cents) 
was  laid  in  its  place,  agreeably  to  the  representations  of  the  Envoy  from 
this  Republic  at  Madrid. 

I  should  only  bo  diminishing  the  force  of  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  note 
of  June  2S,  were  I  to  attempt  to  add  lo  them. 

In  your  reply  of  July  22,  you  acknowled<2:ed  the  receipt  of  the  note,  and 
stated  that  none  but  Spanish  vessels  coming:  from  the  ports  of  the  penin- 
snla  were  included  in  the  agreement  made  between  the  two  Governments, 
in  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  12,  1832 ;  that 
the  second  section  of  that  act  prescribes  the  tonnage  duties  on  vessels  tra- 
ding: directly  or  indirectly  with  the  colonics  of  Spain  ;  and  yon  concluded 
by  sayinj:  thai  the  President  had  not  the  power  to  accede  lo  the  requests  of 
my  predecessor,  but  that,  if  there  should  be  instances  in  which  Spanish 
vessels,  havinsr  sailed  from  a  foreign  intermediate  port  not  belonging  to  any 
of  the  Spanish  colonies,  were  charged  a  higher  duty  than  that  which  Her 
Majesty's  minister  supposed  should  have  been  collected  on  them,  you  would, 
80  aoon  as  proper  representations  were  made  to  your  department,  with 

1>leasiire  refer  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  inasmuch  as  the 
aws  do  not  appear  to  have  provided  for  such  cases  ;  and  that,  if  ^l^^^^Rtt 
ing  regulations  should  not  authorize  a  favorable  decision,  you  ventoM^ 
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assure  the  representative  of  Her  Cathol  c  M  ijesty  tliat  the  President  would 
submit  the  subject  to  the  special  attention  of  Congress  at  an  early  period 
.  of  its  session. 

To  this  communication  from  yon,  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  legation  replied 
on  the  29th  of  July  last,  expressing  its  regret  at  not  being  able  to  stale  im- 
mediately to  the  court  the  fact  of  the  instant  and  complete  acquiescence  of 
his  excellency  the  President,  and  the  satisfactory  termination  of  the  other 
affairs  there  referred  to. 

Such  was  the  slate  of  the  question  when  i  took  charge  of  the  mission 
with  which  my  lady  the  Queen  has  honored  me  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  to 
offer  no  obstacle  to  the  display,  by  the  Government  of  the  Union,  of  those 
principles  of  justice  and  reciprocity  which  have  hitherto  directed  the  poli- 
cy of  tliat  Government,  and  on  whicii  Spain  so  confidently  relics. 

The  demands  of  Spain  are  two-fold — or,  rather,  the  points  to  which  her 
claim  extends  are  two  :  1st.  The  cessation  of  the  tonnage  duty  now  cxbcI- 
ed  on  Spanish  vessels ;  and  the  estabhshmcnt  in  its  placie  of  a  duty  of  five 
cents,  equal  to  one  real  de  vellon,  whicIi  is  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  duty 
paid  by  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  peninsula.  2d.  The  restitution 
of  the  excess  of  tonnage  duties  paid  by  Spanish  vessels  (with  the  interest 
thereon)  since  the  period  when  Spain,  yielding  to  the  representations  of  the 
Envoy  of  the  United  Stales,  decreed  that  the  vessels  of  tliis  republic  should 
pay  but  five  cents,  or  one  real  de  vellon,  per  ton. 

The  first  of  these  points  seems  to  nio  to  have  been  settled  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13.  1S32,  ordering  that,  "whenever 
the  President  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  discriminating  or  countervadin^ du- 
ties of  tonnage,  levied  by  any  foreign  nation  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  been  abolished,  he  may  direct  that  the  tonnage 
•duty  on  the  vessels  of  such  nation  shall  cease  to  be  levied  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  and  cause  any  duties  of  tonnage  that  may  have  been 
levied  on  the  vessels  of  such  foreign  nation  subsequent  to  the  abolition  of 
its  discriminating  duties  of  toniuige  to  he  refunded.'" 

The  second  point  is  solved  by  the  same  third  section,  leaving  nothing 
more  to  be  done  than  to  prove  the  cases  in  which  a  duty  of  more  than  five 
cents  per  ton  has  been  collected  on  Spanish  vessels. 

Reserving  to  myself  the  power  of  jjrcscnting  to  you  these  cases  as  the 
proofs  may  he  obtained,  1  shall  at  present  request  your  favorable  atteiitioa 
to  the  first  of  them,  which  has  been  submitted  to  me  by  Her  Majesty's  cou- 
sul  at  New  York,  in  an  oflicial  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  .lie  tiiere  states, 
that  the  Spanish  brig  Mercury,  Captain  .lose  l>.  Gonzalez,  registered  at 
Palma,  had  entered  that  port  from  Luguayra  in  Venezuela,  and  that  a  duty 
of  one  dollar  per  ton  had  been  dc!narided  on  her  and  paid  by  her  con- 
signees, notwithstanding  that  the  said  consul  had  applied  at  the  custom- 
house to  have  the  duty  of  five  cents  only  collected,  in  recii)rocity  for  tliat 
paid  on  American  vessels  in  the  peninsula. 

Unless  I  am  blinded  by  the  desire  to  assure  to  my  nation  the  advantages 
which  should  arise  from  the  substitution  of  the  said  duty,  I  conceive  the 
question  to  be  sufficiently  clear  lor  me  to  hope  that  you  will,  taking  into 
consideration  this  demand,  use  your  endeavors  to  tlie  eflect  that  his  excel- 
lency the  President  niay  immediately  order  measures  to  be  taken,  in  just 
reciprocity  for  the  tonnage  duties  exacted  in  Spain,  and  tlie  execution  of 
sach  measures  to  be  commenced  by  refimding  the  excess  lately  collected  on 
the  brig  Mercury ;  and  that  he  may,  at  the  same  time,  direct  the  return  of 
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B  excess  of  duties  (with  the  interests)  hitherto  collected  on  Spanish  ves- 
Is,  so  soon  as  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  Government  may  present  the  proofs 
Breof,  throu|?h  the  medium  of  her  representative  in  the  United  States. 
My  couvictiou  of  the  justice  of  the  principles  which  direct  the  cabinet  of 
B  United  States,  and  of  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  the  President  to- 
ird  their  faiihful  ally,  Spain,  leads  me  to  hope  for  a  favorable  result ;  the 
>re  so,  as  it  will  demonstrate  to  my  Government  under  what  good  aus- 
:es  I  have  been  received  in  this  counlry. 
I  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

EL  CAVALLBllO  DE  ARGAIZ. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Chevalier  de  Jirgaiz. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  25,  1839. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
mor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  8th 
stant,  by  theCheveuier  de  Argaiz,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  MinisterPleni- 
>tentiary  of  Spain,  asking  the  repayment  to  the  consignees  of  the  Spanish 
ig  Uercury,  of  tonnage  duties  alleged  to  have  been  demanded  on  that 
Jfflel  by  the  collector  of  customs  of  the  port  of  New  York,  in  contraven* 
)a  of  what  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  understands  to  be  the  existing  arrange- 
eut  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  with  reference  to  that  description 

dnties  chargeable  upon  the  vessels  of  each  country  in  the  ports  of  the 
her.  The  undersigned,  having  referred  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz's  note  to 
e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  his 
iswer,  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  officer  to  whom  it  appertains  to 
osider  questions  of  that  nature.  The  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  will  perceive 
om  those  papers,  that  the  case  of  the  brig  "  Mercury*'  not  being  provided 
r  by  existing  laws,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  unable,  consist- 
itly  with  the  practice  of  his  department,  to  come  to  a  decision  according 
Uirely  with  the  views  set  forth  in  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz's  note ;  but  that 
rders  have  been  given  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York  to  refund 
» the  parties  interested  a  certain  amount  improperly  collected  as  tonnage 
uties  upon  said  vessel,  in  accordance  with  a  former  decision  of  his  depart- 
lent,  in  the  analogous  instance  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller, 
aled  the  17th  of  June,  1837,  (of  which  a  copy  is  likewise  enclosed,)  which 
ecision  is,  under  the  existing  state  of  the  legislation  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
let, the  most  favorable  to  the  parties  concerned  that  can  be  applied  to  the 
!tte  under  consideration. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  offer  to  the  Che- 
'^r  de  Argaiz  renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
The  Chevalier  De  Argaiz, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  Spain. 
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TTie  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  9  de  Diciembref  1839. 

MuT  SoR  Mio:  Recibi  a  8ii  debido  tiempo  )a  coiminicacion  QUe,  a 
fecha  de  26  do  Octubre  ultimo,  tiizo  Y.  S.,  contestando  i  la  miaoelSd 
misnio  roes. 

En  esta  no  roe  limite  a  pedtr  la  devolucion  del  exceso  que  se  hntit 
exigido  al  bergantin  ^'Mercurio"  por  derecho  de  toneladaen  el  poeitoi 
New  York,  sino  que  refiriendome  a  comunicacion  anterior  de  mi  anteCM 
8U  fecha  28  de  Janio  anterior,  hice  un  estracto  de  las  reciprocas  conlot 
clones  entre  aquel  y  la  Secretaria  de  Estado,  sus  fechas  22  y  29  de  Jab 
7  roanifeste  mi  opinion  de  que  no  se  ofrecia  ningun  obstacnio  pam  qoei 
Gobierno  de  la  Union  hiciese  brillar  los  principios  de  recta  justicia  ji 
reciprocidad  que  hasta  aqui  han  dictado  su  politica,  y  que  la  Espai 
reclamaba  con  confianza. 

En  seguida  tuve  la  honra  de  manifestar  a  Y.  S.  las  dos  deraandasfi 
bacia  yo,  en  nombre  de  mi  Gobierno,  reducidas  en  abstracto,  a  estaUeoerli 
reciprocidad  en  el  cobro  del  derecho  de  tonelada ;  y  a  pedir  la  devolodi 
de  lo  que  los  buques  Espanoles  hubiesen  pngado  de  mas  (con  losinteM 
devengados)  desde  que  en  los  pucrtos  de  Espana  se  exigi6  a  los  bnqM^ 
la  Union  un  real  de  vellon  (cinco  ccntavos  de  dolard)  por  este  derecha 

Espuse  en  continnacion  ins  rnzones  en  que  me  apoyaba,  fundandonv* 
la  tcrcera  seccion  del  acta  de  13  de  Julio  de  1832. 

V.  S.  se  sir vio  pedir  informe  a  la  Secretaria  de  Hacienda,  la  cndjl 
evacuarlo,  se  ha  limitado  k  informar  acerca  de  la  devolucion  que  yo«ij^ 
86  hiciese  a  los  consignatarios  de  lo  que  se  habia  exigido  de  mas  al  beij* 
tin  "Mercurio;"  mas  la  cuestion  principal  haquedado  inlractft,yyoi»lJj 
obligado  d  presentarla  de  un  modo  claro,  y  terminanie :  por  que  k  peMf*! 
los  deseos  que  abriga  el  corazon  de  S.  M.  la  Reyna  Gobemadoia  d»^ 
trechar  los  vinculos  de  amistad  que  felizmente  nncn  d  su  Gobierno  «■! 
de  estos  Estados,  su  dignidad  misma  no  le  permite  tolerar  una  dwgwi' 
dad  en  este  derecho,  que,  al  mismo  tiempo  que  perjudica  a  sosiuWitOM' 
nn  obstaculo  para  el  progreso  de  su  marina  ;  y  he  recibido  onfemnnyr 
presa  do  mi  Gobierno  para  reclamar  con  constancia  la  reciprocidad  < 
derecho,  y  sino  llegase  yo  a  obteneria  del  Gobierno  de  la  Union,  nod 
extraiiar  este  que  el  de  S.  M.  Catolica  retirase  para  estableceria  laj 
orden  de  29  de  Abril  de  1832,  por  la  q!ie  se  mando  cobrar  en  Espairt 
derecho  de  cinco  centavos  por  tonelada  a  los  buques  do  estos  Estadoa.  I 
cuestion  bien  sencilla  y  clara  os  la  siguiente : 

P«r  real  orden  de  20  de  Octubre  de  1817,  se  establecio  el  derecho  i 
rcales  vellon  por  tonelada  que  dobia  cobrarse  en  los  puertos  de  Espnft' 
buques  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  en  jnsta  rquivalencia  a  los  que  en  eMi 
exigian  a  los  nuestros  en  virtud  de  las  actus  de  su  Congreso  de  27de] 
zo  de  1804,  y  14  de  Enero  del  citado  aiio  do  1817  ;  pero  posterionne*^! 
consecuencia  de  las  reclamaciones  del  representante  de  la  Union  en  l»<!j 
te,  y  acccdiendo  el  Gobierno  de  S.  M.  a  sus  reiteradas  inslancias,  mandi^ 
sar  el  cobro  del  citado  derecho  de  veinte  reales  de  vellon  por  tonelada, *■ 
supuesto  de  haber  cesado  aqui  el  de  vein  to  y  cinco  que  tenian  los  bo^ 
Espaiioles.  Desde  enlonces  han  pagado  y  pagan  indistintamenie  k*  J> 
glo  Americanos  el  derecho  de  un  solo  real  de  vellon  por  tonelada,  com*  j 
bacen  los  nacionales  y  los  de  todas  las  demas  potencias,  sin  evo/itfi'  j 
procedencia ;  de  suerte  que  desde  29  de  Abril  de  1832,  ese  mismo  led ' 
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dlon,  y  no  mas,  debiu  exigirse  en  los  puertos  Americanos  k  los  buques  de 
I  oacioQ  E^spanola,  bien  procediesen  de  sus  puertos  6  de  los  de  ciialqaiera 
m  estrangera ;  por  que  bajo  este  principio  se  abolio  el  de  vcinte  real^ 
»lloo,  seo:uu  queda  indicado. 

Aunque  es  cierto  que  la  primcra  secciou  del  acta  citada  de  13  de  Julio  de 
33'iy  solo  se  refiere  a  los  buques  Espanoles  que  proceden  de  un  pnerto  de 
spana  ;  tambien  ea  cierto  que  la  seccion  tercera  de  la  misma  autorizn 
iDcieiitemente  al  Presideiite  para  que  cuando  este  satisfecho  (y  en  este 
ISO  debe  estarlo,  y  yo  lo  afirmo  de  oficio,  que  cualquiera  que  sea  la  proce- 
sncia  de  los  buques  de  estos  Rstados,  solo  pagan  cinco  centavos  en  los 
nertos  dc  Kspaua,)  "  de  que  los  derechos  adicionales  6  equilibrantes  de 
inelada  impuestos  por  cualquiera  nacion  estranc^era  a  los  buques  de  los 
istados  Uiiidos  ban  sido  ubolidos  podra  ordenar  que  cese  de  cobrarse  en 
s  puertos  dc  los  Estados  Unidos  el  derecho  de  tonelada  a  las  embarca- 
ones  de  dicha  nacion,  y  mandar  que  se  devuelvan  aqucllos  derechos  de 
neladii  que  puedau  hnberse  cobrado  a  los  buques  de  dicha  nacion  estran- 
Mu  despues  dc  abolidos  por  ella  los  derechos  diferencialos  6  equilibrantes 
B  tonelada." 

Liiego  se  ve  que  el  Gobierno  Espanol,  cediendo  d  las  instancias  del  re- 
nueutnnte  del  Gobierno  de  la  Union  en  Madrid,  abolid  en  29  de  Abril  de 
832  cl  derecho  de  20  realcjs  vellon  por  tonelada  que  existia  segun  la  real 
rden  de  20  de  Ootubre  de  1817,  y  se  le  substituyu  el  de  cinco  centavos 
lor  tonelada  para  los  buques  de  la  Union,  cualquiera  que  fiiese  su  proce- 
leucui ;  que  csta  concesion,  se  hizo  bnjo  cl  principio  de  que  desde  aquella 
ipoca  no  se  exigiesc  mayor  derecho  en  estos  puertos  d  los  buques  Espa* 
ioles,  cualquiera  que  fiiese  su  procedencia. 

8c  ve  igualmcntu  que  el  Gobierno  de  la  Union,  a  pcsar  de  estar  autorizado, 

imi  enteuder,  para  Iiaccr  cesar  el  derecho  de  tonelada  que  se  exigeen  sus 

foerlos  a  los  buques  EspauoKis  proccdentes  de  puerto  estrangero,  continua 

•obrando  el  establecido  por  acins  antcriores  a  la  del  13  de  Julio  de  1832. 

Por  lauio,  no  pucdo  menos  de  pedir  k  V.  S.  se  sirva  llamar  sobre  este 

luticiilar  la  alta  atencion  del  Sefior  Presidente,  para  que  haciendo  uso  de 

M  facultades  (jue  le  concede  la  tercera  seccion  del  acta  citada,  mande  csta- 

Jfecer  la  jui^ta  reciprocidad  en  este  derecho,  yhacer  se  devuelvan  las  cantida* 

Aicobradas  de  mas  a  buques  Espanoles,  (con  los  inlereses  deveugados,) 

telnego  como  yo  presente  a  V.  S.  his  reclamaciones  fundadas. 

8i|Como  no  es  de  creer  de  los  principios  de  justicia  que  dirigen  k  la  ad- 

Jnistracion,  esta  reclamacion  no  fuese  escuchada,  me  ver6  en  el  doloroso 

*l*t  de  clevarlo  k  conociniiento  de  mi  Gobierno,  qne  no  dejar^  cierta- 

-■jeniede  establecer  en  los  puertos  de  la  peninsula  la  reciprocidad  que  se  le- 

**f»M5en  una  nacion  an)i<ra  y  aliada. 

?'   Keitero  k  Y.  S.  las  seguridades  de  mi  mas  alta  consideracion. 

CAVALLERO  DE  ARGAIZ. 
•    Al  Honorable  Sor.  John  Foiisytu. 

p,"  

t  


[translation.] 

Washington,  December  9, 1839. 
^iR :  I  received;  in  due  time,  the  communication  which  you  nnAe  U>- 
^  dated  the  25tA  of  October,  ia  reply  to  mine  of  the  8th  o(  thai  mtmtih. 
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In  my  note  I  did  not  limit  myself  to  demanding  the  return  of  the  exce» 
of  tonnage  duty  levied  upon  the  brig  Mercury  in  the  port  of  New  York; 
but,  referring  to  a  communication  made  by  my  predecessor,  dated  the  28th 
of  June  last,  I  made  extracts  from  the  reciprocal  communications  between 
that  gentleman  and  the  Department  of  State,  dated  the  22d  and  the  29th  of 
July ;  and  I  staled  my  opinion  that  no  obstacle  remained  to  prevent  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  from  displaying  the  principles  of  true  jus- 
tice and  reciprocity  which  have  hitherto  directed  its  policy,  and  to  which 
Spain  appeals  with  confidence. 

I  then  had  the  honor  to  state  the  two  demands  which  I  made  in  the  name 
of  my  Government,  in  an  abstract  form;  to  the  effect,  that  reciprocity  in 
the  levying  of  tonnage  duty  should  be  established,  and  that  the  excess  of  snch 
duties  (with  the  interest  thereon)  paid  by  Spanish  vessels,  since  the  vessels  ■ 
of  the  United  States  have  been  required  to  pay  only  one  real  de  vellon  for  ISto  • 
cents)  per  ton  as  such  duty,  should  be  returned.  I  then  id  forth  the  rea- 
sons on  which  I  based  my  demands,  in  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  the  act 
of  July  13,  1S32.  '■ 

You  were  pleased  to  make  inquiries  of  the  Treasury  Department,  wliicli,  - 
in  answer,  limited  itself  to  giving  information  respecting  the  restitution,as  de- 
manded by  me,  to  the  consignees  of  the  brig  Mercury,  of  the  excess  of  duties  '- 
levied  on  her.  But  the  principal  question  remained  untouched  ;  and  I  find  • 
myself  obliged  to  present  it  in  a  clear  and  definite  manner,  because,  not-  ^ 
withstanding  the  desire  so  anxiously  entertained  by  Her  Majesty  the  Qaeeo  ^ 
Governess  to  strengthen  tlie  bonds  of  friendship  now  happily  uniting  her  ^ 
Government  with  that  of  the  United  States,  yet  her  dignity  will  not  allor  i 
her  to  tolerate  an  inequality  with  regard  to  this  right,  which,  whilst  it  in-  > 
jures  her  subjects,  is  also  an  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  her  marine,  vl 
And  I  have  njceived  most  express  orders  from  my  Government  to  demand,  ^ 
with  urgency,  the  reciprocation  of  this  right ;  and  should  I  not  succeed  ia  z 
obtaining  it  from  the  Government  of  the  Union,  this  Government  must  not  '^ 
be  surprised  or  complain  if  Her  Majesty  should  withdraw,  for  the  purpose  . 
of  establishing  the  said  reciprocity,  her  royal  order  of  April,  1832;  by  which  ■ 
five  cents  per"  ton  was  fixed  as  the  duty  on  vessels  of  the  United  States 
The  question  in  its  simplest  and  clearest  form  is  this : 

By  the  royal  order  of  October  20, 1S17,  the  duty  of  twenty  reals  of  velloQ 
per  ton  was  established  with  regard  to  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  duties  levied  on  our  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  March  27, 
1804,  and  January  14,  1817.  Subsequently,  however,  at  the  instances  of 
the  representative  of  the  United  States  near  the  court,  often  repeated,  the 
Government  of  His  Majesty  ordered  the  collection  of  the  said  duty  of  twen- 
ty reals  de  vellon  per  ton  to  be  stopped,  under  the  supposition  that  the  duly 
of  twenty-five  reals  here  demanded  on  Spanish  vessels  had  ceased.  From 
that  period  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  have  paid,  and  now  pay,  with- 
out distinction,  the  duty  of  one  single  real  de  vellon  per  ton,  as  Spanish 
vessels  and  those  of  all  other  Powers  pay,  without  question  or  exccptionis 
to  the  place  from  whence  they  come ;  so  that,  ever  since  1832,  this  same 
duty  of  one  real  de  vellon  per  ton,  and  no  niore,  should  have  been  required 
in  American  ports  on  vessels  of  the  Spanish  nation,  whether  coming  froB 
its  own  or  from  any  other  foreign  ports,  because  upon  this  princij^e  te 
duty  o(  twenty  reals  de  vellon  was  abolished,  as  already  shown. 

Although  it  is  cortam  thai  \Yvq  fit^v.  ^cv\ow  of  the  above  cited  act  of  Jolf" 
13, 1832,  refers  only  to  SpamsYi  NeesAa  ^toc««diaDk%^^\a.  ^  ^tt  of  T"^ 
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ertheless,  also  certain  that  the  third  section  of  the*saine  act  gives 
ideot  sufficient  authority,  when  he  is  satisfied  (in  the  present  case 
be  so ;  and  I  affirna,  officially,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
oever  they  may  come  to  a  Spanish  port,  pay  there  only  five  cents 
"  that  the  discriminating  or  countervailing  duties  of  tonnage  levied 
breign  nation  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
lished,  he  may  direct  that  the  tonnage  duty  on  the  vessels  of  such 
tail  cease  to  be  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  cause 
3S  of  tonnage  that  may  have  been  levied  on  the  vessels  of  such  for- 
on  subsequent  to  the  abolition  of  its  discriminating  duties  of  ton- 
be  refunded.*' 

it  will  be  seen  that  the  Spanish  Government,  yielding  to  the  in- 
)f  the  representative  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  at 
did,  on  the  29lli  of  April,  1832,  abolish  the  duty  of  twenty  reals  of 
jr  ton,  which  had  been  subsisting  agreeably  to  the  royal  order  of 
20, 1817;  and  tliat  a  duty  of  five  cents  per  ton  was  then  established 
a  of  the  United  States,  whencesoever  coming  ;  that  this  concession 
le  U|>on  the  principle,  tiiat,  after  the  said  period,  no  higher  duty 
e  levied  upon  Spanish  vessels,  whencesoever  they  should  ^ome,  in 
of  the  United  States. 

Iso  seen  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding 
3  I  conceive,  authorized  to  stop  the  collection  of  the  tonnage  duty 
ish  vessels  arriving  in  American  ports  from  a  foreign  port,  still  con- 
)  levy  the  duty  established  by  acts  passed  anterior  to  the  13th  of 
32. 

ifore  cannot  do  less  than  ask  yon,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
t  to  this  matter,  to  the  efiect  that  he  may,  in  exercise  of  the  powers 
to  him  by  the  third  section  of  the  said  act,  order  the  establishment 
reciprocity  with  regard  to  this  duty,  and  the  restitution  of  the  sums 
in  excess  from  Spanish  vessels,  (together  with  the  interest  thereon,) 
IS  I  may  present  to  you  the  claims  properly  approved. 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe,  considenng  the  principles  of  justice 
irect  the  administration)  these  claims  should  not  be  admitted,  I 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  submitting  the  fact  to  the  knowledge 
rovernment,  which  will  certainly  not  delay  in  establishinsr,  in  the 
the  peninsula,  that  reciprocity  which  is  denied  by  a  friendly  and 
lion, 
at  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distins^nishcd  consideration. 

CAVALLERO  DE  ARGAIZ. 
John  Forsyth, 

ISecrciary  of  State. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz, 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  December  30,  1839. 
undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  had  the 
>  receive  from  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  a  note  dated  the  9th  instant,  again  calling 
itlon  to  the  demand  of  his  Government  for  a  reduction  of  the  ton- 
ties  levied  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  upon  Spanish  vessels. 
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In  tbe  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed,  on  the  22d  of  July  last,  to 
Mr.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  after  stating  what  had  been  the  understanding 
between  the  two  Governments  with  regard  to  tonnage  duties,  the  pur- 
port of  the  act  of  Congress  to  carry  that  arrangement  into  effect,  and  the  in- 
ability  of  the  President  under  the  act  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Spanish 
legation,  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  his  conviction  that,  if  necessary,  the  notice  of  Congren 
would  likewise  be  invited,  to  any  instances  which  might  be  made  known  to 
him  in  which  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  the  pcninsnla  and  touching  nt 
an  intermediate  foreign  port  might,  in  the  spirit,  thongli  not  under  the  te- 
fer  of  the  act,  be  deemed  entitled  to  the  rednction  of  duties  provided  by  it 
The  undersi^rned  can  oiily  repeat  the  expression  of  his  belief  that  anymich 
representations  that  Her  Cathohc  Majesty's  minister  may  have  occasion  to 
make  will  be  received,  both  by  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of 
this  Govorntnent,  in  a  liberal  and  friendly  spirit.  Until  some  actnal  injuTj 
results  from  the  existing  law,  the  President  cannot  be  expected  to  call  upttt 
the  Legislature  to  amend  it,  liowever  he  might  respect  the  arguments  and 
reasonings  in  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz's  communicaiiojs,  if  applicable  to iti 
practical  operation. 

In  his  note  to  which  this  is  an  answer,  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  claims  (be 
benefits  of  the  reduction  of  duties  under  the  act  of  the  13th  July.  183S^ia 
favor  of  all  Spanish  vessels  whencesoever  coming?  [cualqniera  quefuc 
su  procedencia,)  as  being  in  reciprocity  of  the  provisions  of  the  royal  onlar 
of  the  29th  of  April  of  the  same  year.     If,  from  the  use  of  the  expressiooi 
thus  quoted,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  asks  the  btt- 
cfits  of  the  reduction  of  duties  in  behalf  of  Spanish  vessels  coming  fioB 
Spanish  colonics,  the  undersigned  needs  only  refer  him  to  the  expresBjKf' 
visions  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  1832,  and  to  the  obvious  tenwrf 
the  arrangement  it  was  intended  to  carry  into  effect,  to  convince  him  cW-_ 
such  pretension  could  not  for  a  moment  be  entertained  by  this  Goveromatf 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  the  Cberaliff  ?.-*i 
<le  Argaiz  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  consideration.  'Vvn 

JOHN  FORSYTR     r- 

The  Chevalier  Dk  Argaiz,  *?!  : 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  ?  cj 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain. 


'Si 

rr 


The  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  to  Mr,  Forsyth, 

Washington,  20  de  Enero  de  18<ft  * ; 
El  abajo  firmado,  Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipotenciaiio* 
"S.  M.  Catolica,  tiene  la  honra  de  acnsar  la  recepcion  de  h  nota  ^'^^jJjS 
Diciembrc  ulto.,  en  la  que  el  Seiior  Secretario  de  Esiado  del  Gohicriwftg^ 
eral  de  la  Union  sirviendosc  contestar  a  la  de  aquel  de  9  del  mismo,  pONP; 
cual  llamo  de  nuevo  su  atencion  hacia  la  reclamacion  de  su  Gobiernoiigj^^^ 
liva  k  la  reduccion  en  el  derecho  de  tonclada  que  se  cobra  en  los  nufrtoijj  ^i 
los  Eslados  Uuidos  a  los  buques  Es[)anoles  que  arriben  i  ellos,  aesp«*'g  ^ 
haber  tocado  en  otro  estrangero;  Senor  Secretario  liene  4  bien  referit*T  \ 
cuanto  dijo  en  su  nota  de  22  de  Julio  del  aiio  proximo  pasado,  paratfli^ 
lecer  lo  que  se  habia  entendido  entre  los  dos  Gobiernos  con  tespecio^^ 
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aantido  del  acta  del  Congreso  para  efectuar  este  i^r^lo ;  j  ta 
id  del  Presidente,  bajo  el  acta  vi^nte,  para  acceder  &  ia  preteD- 
legacioB  de  Espantt ;  espresando,  al  misnio  tiempo,  su  buena 
a  ilaniar  la  utcncion  del  Departamciito  de  Hacienda,  y  8u  con- 
e,  si  i'uese  iiecesario,  se  haria  i^iialmente  saber  al  (^n^reso, 
aso  que  se  le  comuuicase,  en  que  los  buqnes  EspnnoUs,  vini- 
Kninsula,  y  tocando  en  un  puerto  estrangero  intermedio,  pndiese, 

0  del  acta,  juzgase  con  titulos  para  la  reduccion  del  derccho  pro- 
la. 

|ue  al  principiar  el  mes  de  Octubre  ulto.  nrribo  a  New  York  el 
Ispafioi  "Mercurio,"  que  motivo  la  primera  nota,  que  sobre  este 

1  el  infrascrilo  la  honra  de  piusar  en  8  dc  aqnel  nies.  Conic  la 
I  que  el  Senor  8ecretario  de  Estado  Ic  dio  en  25  del  mismo,  no 
ruesiion,  segun  los  deseos  quo  el  Gobiernode  S.  M.  Catolic^  le 
festado  por  una  real  orden  viosc  su  ministro  precisado  a  entrar 
de  la  dicha  cuestion  ;  y  este  ocasiono  la  nota  del  9  dc  Noviein- 
o  pasado,  en  la  que  el  infrascrito  solo  olvido  recordnr  a  S.  S.  el 
etario  de  Estado,  que  en  el  proemio  del  convenio  estipulado  en 
2{)  dc  Abril  de  1832  sedice:  provided^  always^  that  t^panis/i 
or  will  be  J  included  in  the  same  ffential  measure  of  suppres- 
lonnagt  duty  in  the  United  States,  which  is  represented  by  the 

this  court  has  taken  place  there,  and  not  in  any  other  case.^ 
cion  aesta  comunicaeion,  el  Senor  Secretario  de  Estado  dijo,  en 
smbre,  lo  que  nias  arriba  queda  espresado,  con  refercncia  a  sii 
on  de  22  de  Julio  anterior;  ailadiendo  en  ella,  <<que  solainente 
tir  la  espresion  do  su  opinion,  que  cualquiera  representacion  de 
que  el  ministro  de  S.  M.  Catolica  pucda  tener  ocasion  de  hacer, 
a,  tauto  por  el  ramo  cgecutivo  como  por  el  Icgisiativo  de  este 
on  un  espiritu  liberal  y  atnistoso ;  y  que,  hasta  que  alguna  actual 
he  de  la  ley  existente,  no  puede  esperarseque  el  Presidcnte  acu- 
»latura  para  enmendarla." 

rno  de  S.  M.  Catolica,  que  jamas  ha  dudado  del  espiritu  lib- 
stoso  con  que  sus  reclamaciones  serian  cscuchadas  por  los 
ideres  de  la  Union,  reclama  hoy  una  reciprocidad  que  no  existe. 
lacion  relativa  al  derecho  de  tonclada  no  esta  en  armonia  en  el 
nbas  uaciones ;  los  buques  Americanos  que  llcgan  a  la  peninsula 
icentes,  vayan  directaniente  6  desde  un  puerto  o^trangero,  solo 
eal  de  vellon  (cinco  centavos)  por  este  direcho.  Los  buques  Bs* 
)  directamente  vienen  de  la  peninsula  e  islas  adyacentes  pagan 
iV08,  segun  lo  estipulado  en  la  primera  seccion  del  acta  de  1832*; 
do  de  puertos  estrangeros,  se  les  exigc  por  e^te  derecho,  apoyan- 
BS  actas,  fin  dolard  por  tonelada. 

arios  casos  que  el  infrascrito  tiene  a  la  vista,  solo  citar{i,  por  no 
,  los  sign ientcs:    La  goleta  Espanola  Diligencia.  procedcnte  da 

ha  entrado  varias  veces  desde  31  de  Agosto  de  1837  hasta  4  de 
339  en  New  Orleans,  y  siempre  se  le  ha  exigido  un  dolard  por 
0.  El  bergantin  Vizcaino,  procedente  de  Matamoras,  (Mejico,) 
imo  puerto  en  29  de  1837,  y  pag6  el  mismo  derecho.  Por  ultimo 
edenteel  caso  del  l)ergantin  Mercurio.  procedente  de  La  Guaynii 
I,)  cnyo  arribo  al  puerto  de  New  York  motivo  la  reclamacion  de  8 
i  ultimo. 
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El  infiraserito  se  persuade  que  las  razones  espuestas  en  sus  ai 
comunicaciones,  y  los  datos  ahora  presentados,  convencenin  at  Grobi 
la  Union  de  la  justicia  de  esta  reclamacion,  y  dispondri  se  observe 
reciprocidad  en  el  cobro  de  este  derecho,  lo  que,  en  sentir  del  inl 
esta  en  Ins  atribuciones  de  S.  E.  el  Senor  Presidente ;  pero  si  sn  opini 
infundada,  y  la  administracion  lo  creyese  asi,  no  duda  el  infrascrito 
se  servira  elevar  este  asunto  al  conocimiento  del  poder  legislativo. 

Antes  de  concluir,  el  infrascrito  se  complaceen  asegurar  al  Senor 
riode  Estado,  que  solo  un  defecto  de  redaccion  pudo  dar  lugar  dqo 
frase  "cualquicra  que  fuese  su  prooedencia,"  se  entendieraquesu  ii 
fuese  comprender  en  la  reciprocidad  que  reclamabo  a  los  buques  p 
tes  de  las  islas  de  Cuba  y  Puerto-Rico,  los  que  hallandose  compren 
otra  seccion  del  acta  del  Congreso,  de  nin,s:un  modo  podia  imagini 
volveresen  en  laresolucion  que  en  la  aquella  nota  se  reclamaba. 

El  infrascrito  tiene  la  honra  de  renovar  al  Senor  Secretario  A 
las  seguridades  de  su  mas  distinguida  cousideracion. 

P.  A.  DE  ARC 

Al  Hon.  Seiior  John  Forsyth, 

Secretario  de  Estado  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 


[translation.] 

Washington,  January  2(^ 
The  undersimed,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoteo 
Her  Catholic  Alajesty,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  I 
of  December  30,  1839,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Federal  ( 
ment  of  the  Union,  in  reply  to  the  note  of  the  9th  of  the  same  mooi 
the  undersigned,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to  the  claifl 
Government  for  the  reduction  of  the  tonnage  duty  collected  in  the] 
the  United  States  on  Spanish  vessels  arriving  there  after  having  > 
at  some  other  foreign  port.  The  Secretary  o?  State,  in  his  said  niii^ 
to  what  he  said  in  his  note  of  the  22d  of  July  last,  for  the  purpoieof 
ing  what  had  been  understood  between  the  two  Governments  with 
to  this  right ;  the  sense  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  carrying  the  amaj 
into  effect ;  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  President,  under  the  € 
act,  to  accede  to  the  requests  of  the  Spanish  legation.  He  at  the  M 
expressed  his  willingness  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Treasury  1 
ment,  and  his  convicdon  that,  if  necessary,  Congress  would  also  be  in 
of  any  case  communicated  in  which  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  tk 
sula,  and  touching  at  a  foreign  port  on  the  way,  might,  according 
sense  of  the  act,  be  considered  entitled  to  a  reduction  of  the  dutj  p 
therein. 

It  happened  that,  in  the  beginning  of  October  last,  the  Spanish  hr 
curio  arrived  at  New  York,  and  her  arrival  gave  orijB^n  to  the  ft 
which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  send,  respectmg  this  boM 
the  8th  of  that  month.  As  the  answer  made  by  the  Secretary,  onll 
of  the  same  month,  did  not  determine  the  question  agreeably  to  the 
of  Her  Catholic  Majesty's  Government,  as  shown  in  a  royal  oidervfaii 
ter  considered  himself  obliged  to  enter  minutely  into  the  matter, 
thereupon  sent  his  second  note  of  the  9lh  of  November,  in  which  the 
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ned  merely  omitted  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
t,  that  in  the  preamble  to  the  agreement  made  in  Madrid  on  the  29th  of 
ril,  1832,  it  is  ^^  provided,  always,  that  Spanish  vessels  are,  or  unll  6e, 
iuded  in  the  same  general  measure  of  suppression  of  the  tonnage  duty 
the  United  States,  which  is  represented  by  the  minister  at  this  court 
f  taken  place  there^  and  not  in  any  other  case^ 

In  reply  to  this  communication,  the  Secretary  of  State  said,  on  the  30th 
December,  what  has  already  been  mentioned  with  reference  to  his  com- 
inication  of  July  22d,  adding,  that  he  could  "  only  repeat  the  expression 
his  belief,  that  any  representations  of  that  nature  which  Her  Catholic 
ijesty's  minister  might  have  occasion  to  make  would  be  received,  both 
the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  this  Government,  in  a  liberal 
d  friendly  spirit ;  and  that,  until  some  actual  injury  shall  have  resulted 
m  tfie  existing  law,  the  President  cannot  be  expected  to  call  upon  the 

S'isiature  to  amend  it." 
er  Catholic  Majesty's  Government,  which  has  never  doubted  that  its 
)resentations  would  be  received  in  a  liberal  and  friendly  spirit  by  the 
nous  powers  of  the  Union,  now  claims  a  reciprocity  which  does  not 
ist. 

The  laws  relative  to  tonnage  duties  are  not  now  in  accordance,  as  re- 
rds  both  nations.  American  vessels  arriving  in  the  peninsula  and  the 
jacent  islands,  whether  directly  or  from  a  foreign  port,  pay  only  one  real 
!Tclk)n(or  five  cents)  tonnage  duty.  Spanish  vessels  coming  directly 
>mthe  peninsula  nnd  the  adjacent  islands  pay  five  cents,  as  provided  in 
e  first  section  of  the  act  of  1832 ;  but  coming  from  foreign  ports,  a  dollar 
T  Con  is  demanded,  in  virtue  of  other  acts. 

Of  the  various  cases  which  the  undersis^ned  has  now  before  him,  he  will, 
order  to  avoid  being  tedious,  cite  only  the  following:  The  Spanish 
liooncr  Diligencia,  coming  from  Campeachy,  has  several  times  between 
e  Ist  of  August,  lb37,  and  the  4th  of  May,  1839,  entered  New  OrleanSi 
d  this  duty  of  one  dollar  per  ton  has  always  been  required  from  her. 
he  brig  Vizcaino,  coming  from  Matamoras,  in  Mexico,  arrived  at  the  same 

n  on  the  29th  of  ,  1837,  and  paid  the  same  duty.    Lastly,  and 

cently,  is  the  case  of  the  brig  Mercurio,  from  Laguayra,  (Venezuela,)  the 
rival  of  which  at  (New  York)  occasioned  the  representation  made  on  the 
b  of  October  last. 

The  undersigned  persuades  himself  that  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  pre- 
MS  communications,  and  the  circumstances  now  presented,  will  convince 
e  Government  of  the  Union  of  the  justice  of  these  demands,  and  will 
dioe  it  to  cause  a  just  reciprocity  to  be  observed  in  levying  this  duty, 
!iieh,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  lies  within  the  powers  of  his 
eellency  the  President ;  but  if  his  opinion  should  prove  incorrect,  in  the 
lomcion  of  the  administration,  he  doubts  not  that  this  affair  will  be  sub- 
Ktea  to  the  Legislature. 

Befiire  concluding,  the  undersigned  has  the  pleasure  of  assuring  the 
eretary  of  State  that  nothing  but  an  error  in  his  language  could  havS' 
ised  the  expression  "  cualquiera  que  fuese  su  procedencia"  to  be  coosid- 
d  as  conveying  the  idea  that  the  reciprocity  for  which  he  ask^KJ  applied 
reasels  coming  from  the  island  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which,  being' 
Dprebended  nnder  another  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  could  not 
tiUy  be  supposed  to  be  included  in  the  resolution  to  which  this  note  ra*» 
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The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  repeating  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

CHEVALIER  DE  ARGAIZ. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Chevalier  dc  Argaiz. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  24,  1840. 

The  undersig:ned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  referred  to 
the  Treasury  Department  the  note  which  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain,  addressed  to  him  on 
the  20th  instant,  with  a  request  that  the  proper  officer  of  that  department 
would  inquire  into  the  circumstances  attendiujo:  the  arrival  in  tiie  United 
States  of  the  Spanish  vessels  "  Diligencia,"  "  Vizcaino,"  and  "  MercuriOi^ 
with  a  view,  if  the  cases  justified  it,  to  a  remission  of  the  amount  of  tonnage 
duties  levied  upon  those  vessels,  over  and  above  the  rate  chargeable  apon 
Spanish  ships  coming  directly  from  the  peninsula. 

The  decision  of  the  question  presenied  to  the  Treasury  Department  will 
turn  upon  a  point  on  which  the  note  of  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  is  silent;  that 
is,  whether  the  vessels  aforementioned  are  or  are  not  owned  in  a  Spanish 
possession  where  vessels  of  the  United  Staters  are  charged  a  higher  rate  ol 
duty  than  one  real  (or  five  cents)  per  ton.  As  the  investigation  of  the  matter 
nt  the  Treasury  Department  would  probably  be  facilitated  by  more  precise 
information  upon  this  point,  the  undersigned  suggests  to  the  Chevalier 
de  Argaiz  the  expediency  of  his  communicating  to  this  department,  tor  refer- 
ence to  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  any  information  in  his  posj^ession,  or 
within  his  reach,  relative  thereto. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ar- 
gaiz assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

The  Chevalier  De  Argaiz, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min.  Plen.  of  Spain. 


The  Chevalier  de  Argaiz  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  28  de  Enero  de  1810. 

El  abajo  firmado  ha  recibido  la  nota  del  Senor  Secretario  de  Estadodi 
la  Union,  su  fecha  24  del  corriente,  en  la  que  le  manifiesta  seria  cooftti- 
ente  para  facilitar  la  resolucion  de  su  reclamacion  relativa  al  derechodi 
tondada  que  el  infrascrito  manifestase  si  los  buques  Espanolob  qui  mflBr 
eidna  en  su  nota  del  20  son,  o  n6,  de  las  poscsiones  E^panoies,  ea  lu qjH- 
Ibe  buques  de  los  Estados  Unidos  pagan  un  derecho  mayor  que  el  do  Qi 
Hal,  6  cinco  centavos. 

Deseoso  del  acierto,  el  infrascrito  trato  antes  de  entahlar  sua  rediBi* 
Clones,  de  adquirir  todas  las  noticias  que  le  parecieron  conveoienuii^  ptf 
no  reclamar  nada  que  no  estuvicse  apoyada  en  justicia.    fieniltadeii 
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correspondencia  con  los  consules,  que  "  hasta  ahora  no  ha  sido  ctiestion,  ni 
se  ha  indagado  en  la  aduana  de  New  Orleans  el  puerto  dque  pertenecen,  6 
en  que  estan  matriculados  los  buqiies,  sino  su  procedencia  con  arreglo  k 
la  cnal  cargan  el  derecho  de  tonelage."  De  la  misma  correspondencia 
aparece,  "  que  a  la  goleta  Ramoncita  y  4  la  fragata  Marinera^  ambas 
matricnladns  en  la  peninsula,  y  veniundo  de  nn  puerio  Mexicano,  se  les 
exigio  el  mismo  derecho  que  si  fuesen  matriculadns  en  la  isla  de  Cuba  6 
de  Puerio  Rico,"  el  bergantin  Vizcaino  y  la  goleta  Diligencianoconsta  auh 
cual  era  sti  rnatricula,  aunque  se  cree  fuese  de  la  isla  de  Cuba.  Por  ultimo, 
el  bergantin  Mercurio  es  de  la  malriculadel  puerto  de  Palma,  (Canarias,) 
en  cuyos  puertos,  como  en  los  de  la  peninsula,  solo  pagan  los  buques 
Americanos  un  real  de  vellon  por  tonelada  arriben  directamente  6  de  Uft 
puerto  estrangero.  Este  solo  caso  cre^  el  infrascrito  bastaria  para  probar 
que  en  los  puertos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  se  exige  un  derecho  de  tonela*A 
a  los  buques  Espaiioles  veniendo  de  puerto  estrangero,  mayor  que  el  que 
se  exige  en  Espana  a  los  de  estos  Estados  ;  y  como  su  reclamacion  se  t^ 
duce  en  el  dia  k  establecer  la  reciprocidad,  en  este  punto,  reservandose 
para  luego  demostrar  lo  que  hayaii  pagado  de  mas  algunos  de  dichos 
buques,  y  pcdir  su  devolncion  cuando  el  hecho  se  halle  justificado ;  se 
persuade  que  el  Departameuto  de  Estado  y  61  de  Haciendii  podran  ya  con 
esta  espiicacion  dictar  la  resolucion  que  el  infrascrito  tiene  reclamada. 

El  infrascrito  tiene  el  honor  de  renovar  al  Seiior  Secretario  de  Estado 
las  seguridades  de  su  aha  consideracion. 

P.  A.  DE  ARGAIZ. 

Al  honorable  Sor.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretario  de  Estado  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 


[translation.] 

Washington,  January  28, 1840. 

The  undersigned  has  received  the  note  dated  the  24th  instant  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  Union,  stating  that  it  would  be  convenient,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  determination  with  regard  to  his  claim  on  account 
of  tonnage  duties,  that  the  undersigned  should  declare  whether  the  Span- 
ish vessels  mentioned  in  his  note  of  the  20th  were  or  were  not  owned  in 
those  Spanish  possessions  in  which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  pay  a 
duty  higher  than  one  real,  or  five  cents. 

Being  anxious  to  be  correct  in  this  matter,  the  undersigned,  before  set- 
ting forth  his  claims,  endeavored  to  acquire  all  the  information  which  he 
considered  proper,  in  order  to  avoid  asking  for  any  thing  not  founded  in 
justice.  From  his  correspondence  with  the  consuls,  he  learns  "that 
hitherto  there  has  been  no  question,  nor  has  any  notice  been  taken  in  the 
custom-house  of  New  Orleans,  as  to  the  port  to  which  the  vessels  belong, 
or  where  they  are  registered,  but  merely  as  to  the  place  whence  they 
came ;  according  to  which  the  tonnage  duty  is  charged."  From  the  same 
30iTespondence  he  learns  tliat  "  on  the  schooner  Ramoncita  and  the  ship 
Ifarinera,  both  registered  in  the  peninsula,  and  coming  from  a  Mexican 
port,  the  same  duty  was  re([uired  as  if  they  had  been  registered  in  the  island 
if  Cuba  or  of  Porto  Rico."  As  to  the  brig  Vizcaino  and  the  schooner  Dili- 
^ncia,  it  does  not  appear  where  they  were  registered,  although  it  is  be- 
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lieved  that  they  were  registered  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  Finally,  the  brig 
Mercurio  is  registered  at  the  port  of  Palma,  (in  the  Canary  islands,)  in 
die'ports  of  which,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  peninsula,  American  vesseb 
pay  only  one  real  de  vellon  per  ton,  whether  they  come  firom  a  jbreign 
port  or  not  This  single  case  will  suffice,  as  the  undersigned  conceives, 
to  prove  that  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  a  tonnage  duty  is  exacted 
firom  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  foreign  ports  higher  than  that  demand- 
ed in  Spain  firom  those  of  the  United  States.  And  as  his  claim  is  at  pres- 
ent reduced  to  the  establishment  of  reciprocity  on  this  point,  reserving  to 
himself  hereafter  to  show  the  amount  of  excess  paid  by  some  Spanish 
▼easels,  and  to  ask  for  restitution  of  it  when  the  &ct  has  been  proved,  he 
persuades  himself  that  the  Department  of  State,  and  that  of  the  Treasury, 
may,  on  the  strength  of  these  explanations,  make  a  determination  in  fevor 
of  die  demand  of  the  undersigned. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  repeat  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

P.  A.  DE  ABGAIZ. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 


Afr.  Fhrsyth  to  Mr.  Woodbury. 

Department  of  State, 
Woshingtotiy  October  15, 1839. 
Sir  :  By  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  translation,  the  minister  of 
Spain  asks  the  repayment  of  so  much  of  the  tonnage  duty  levied  at  New 
York  upon  the  Spanish  brig  "  Mercury,"  which  he  states  lo  be  registered 
at  Palma,  but  entered  from  Laguayra,  in  Venezuela,  beyond  the  late  of 
five  cents  per  ton,  chargeable  upon  vessels  coming  from  Spanish  ports 
other  than  Spanish  colonial  ports.  I  refer  the  subject  to  your  departmenl 
for  an  investigation,  by  the  proper  custom-house  office  at  New  York,  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  especially  to  ascertain,  if  practicable, 
firom  whence  the  Spanish  vessel  sailed  on  her  voyage  to  Laguayia,the 
port  of  her  departure  for  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTE 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Woodbury  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Treasury  Departmsnt, 

October  22, 1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  report  made0 
the  department,  by  the  collector  of  New  York,  containing  the  infonnatioi 
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lied  for  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  covering  a  communication 
>m  the  Spanish  minister,  in  regard  to  tonnage  duty  levied  upon  the 
lanish  brig  "  Mercury. '' 

I  also  send  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  me  on  the  subject  by  the  Comp- 
>ller  of  the  Treasury,  and  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  collector  of  New 
iric  will  be  immediately  instructed  to  refund  the  excess  of  duty  exacted 
this  case  to  which  the  Comptroller  refers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  StcUe. 


Custom-House,  New  York, 

October  18, 1839. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
)mmunication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that 
le  Spanish  brig  "  Mercurio,"  sailed  from  Teneriffe  to  Laruayra,  and  fix)m 
laguayra  to  this  port,  where  she  entered  on  the  21st  of  September  last 
Her  tonnage  at  the  time  of  entry  not  having  been  known,  a  deposite  of 
ilOO  was  required  to  be  made  to  secure  the  duty.  The  rate  of  tonnage 
xacted  is  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  ton,  on  her  measured  tonnage,  as 
scertained  by  the  surveyor  and  reported  to  this  office. 
A  Spanish  vessel  coming  from  the  mother  country  is  charged  five  cents 
erton  ;  fix>m  other  countries,  whether  colonial  or  foreign,  one  dollar  and 
ty  cents  per  ton. 

The  tonnage  of  this  brig,  as  now  obtained,  is  136  tons  ;  and  the  duty 
^0  hundred  and  four  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  Collector. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office^  October  21, 1839. 

Sir  :  The  communication  of  the  collector  at  New  York,  under  date  of 
e  18th  instant,  in  respect  to  the  tonnage  duties  levied  on  the  Spanish 
ig  Mercury,  and  for  the  restitution  of  a  portion  of  which  demand  has 
en  made  by  the  minister  of  Spain,  has  received  an  immediate  attention ; 
d  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that,  as  the  vessel  in  question  entered  fix)m 
iguayra,  in  Venezuela,  she  cannot  be  considered  as  coming  within  the 
cration  of  the  act  of  July  13, 1832,  or  that  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834 ; 
It  is  liable  to  the  tonnage  rates  fixed  by  the  act  of  July  20, 1790,  and 
3  light-money  consequent  thereon,  under  the  act  of  March  27, 1804 ; 
1 38  the  collector  has  received,  in  error,  the  sum  of  $68,  which  you  will 
rceive  on  an  examination  of  the  act  referred  to,  by  charging  at  the  rate 
one  dollar  per  ton  for  tonnage  duty,  while  the  law  imposes  but  fifty 
Qts  per  ton,  he  may  be  authorized  to  refimd  it 
I  enclose,  for  your  fiirther  information,  a  copy  of  a  decision  in  an 
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analogous  case,  contained  in  a  communication  to  the  collector  at  New 
Orleans,  under  date  of  the  17th  of  June,  1837. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  CamptroUer. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller'* s  Office^  June  17, 1837. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  following  case  as  represented  by  you.  A  Spanish  brig  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  some  time  ago  from  Havana,  with  a  cargo,  and  paid  tonnage  du- 
ties in  conformity  with  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834.  She  then  took 
on  board  a  cargo  for  Matamoras  in  Mexico,  and  has  now  returned  to  New 
Orleans  in  ballast. 

The  question  is,  to  what  tonnage  duties  is  she  liable? 

You  state  that  you  consider  her  liable  to  the  rate  as  having  corae  fipom 
the  West  Indies ;  to  which  the  agent  demurs,  and  contends  that  she  should 
be  considered  as  having  arrived  from  Old  Spain,  or  any  port  other  than 
the  West  Indies. 

This  vessel  not  having  last  arrived  either  from  a  European  or  colo- 
nial Sp)anish  port,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case  is  neither  embraced  by  the 
act  of  the  13th  of  July,  1832,  nor  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  but 
is  to  pay  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  tonnage  duties  in  conformity  with  then* 
of  the  14th  of  January,  1817,  and  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  lig/it-mmnf, 
under  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the  27t!i  of  March,  1804. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  WOLF,  CotnptnJkr. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  Esq., 

Chllectory  New  Orleans, 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr,  Woodbury, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  22, 1840. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  translation  of  a  note  from  the  Spanish  ministtfr 
claiming,  in  behalf  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  Spanish  vessels  W^ 
gencia,  Vizcaino,  and  Mcrcurio,  the  repayment  of  the  amount  of  tonrg* 
duty  levied  upon  those  vessels  over  the  rate  (five  cents  per  ton)  demainW 
under  the  existing  law,  from  Spanish  vessels  directly  from  the  peninsolj 

In  the  correspondence  which  has  hitherto  passed  between  the  Sj»B^ 
legation  and  this  department  upon  the  subject  of  tonnage  duty,  the  B* 
ister  has  been  given  to  understand,  that,  although  the  act  of  CogJ* 
which  regulates  the  matter  confines  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of  J^t^_-^ 
vessels  coming  directly  from  Spain,  yet,  if  cases  had  arisen  in  ^^JT^M*^ 
sels  owned  in,  and  sailing  originally  from,  the  peninsula,  had  tooclW»*y/^ 
an  intermediate  foreign  port,  (not  a  Spanish  colonial  port,)  and  h^^'j^ 
charged  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States  a  higher  rate  of  duty  tW 
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rectly  fiom  Spain,  such  cases,  on  being  presented  by  him,  would 
I  to  your  department  for  the  application  to  them  of  the  reduction 
r  it  should  be  found  authorized  by  existing  legislation,  and,  if 
he  subject  might  be  laid  before  Congress.  Whether  the  three 
ented  by  the  Spanish  minister  are  of  the  description  alluded  to, 
ppear  from  his  communication.  Upon  this  point  additional  in- 
has  been  asked  of  him,  which,  when  received,  will  be  commu- 
you.  Meanwhile,  his  application  is  submitted  for  your  consid- 
leeably  to  the  promise  made  to  him,  and  for  such  action  as,  upon 
3n  of  the  circumstances,  it  may  seem  to  call  for. 
r,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
iBvi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Woodbury  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Treasury  Department, 

Febnuxry  22, 1840. 
I  reference  to  the  request  contained  in  the  notes  from  the  Span- 
er,  enclosed  in  yours  of  the  22d  ultimo  and  3d  instant,  to  have 
to  the  parties  interested  in  the  Spanish  vessels  Diligencia,  Viz- 
noncita,  and  Mercurio,  the  amount  of  tonnage  duty  levied  upon 
els,  over  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  ton,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
lowing  views:  For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  accompanying 
:ed  the  21st  instant,  (and  former  ones  therein  referred  to,)  made 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  this  department  does  not  con- 
f  authorized,  under  the  existing  legal  provisions  applicable  to 
essels,  to  afford  the  rehef  asked  for  in  the  special  cases  enumer- 
e  Spanish  minister,  and  in  view  of  the  circumstances  connected 
I  respectively. 

jested  by  the  Comptroller,  some  additional  legislation  on  the  part 
ss  is  deemed  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object  desired, 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeasvary. 
OHN  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Treasury  Departbient, 
First  Comptroller's  Office^  February  21, 1840. 

have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  reference  of  the  accompa- 
Dmunications  from  the  honorable  Secretarv  of  State,  concermnir 
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nage  duty  levied  upon  these  vessels  in  ports  of  the  Union,  over  tl: 
^five  cents  per  ton)  demanded  under  an  existing  law  from  Spanish  n 
ciirectly  from  the  peninsula. 

The  earliest  consideration  has  been  given  to  this  subject ;  and 
leave  respectfiiUy  to  refer  to  that  portion  of  the  conmiunication  of  th< 
orable  Secretary  of  State,  in  which  he  observes  as  follows : 

"  In  the  correspondence  which  has  hitherto  passed  between  the 
ish  legation  and  this  department  upon  the  subject  of  tonnage  dul 
minister  has  been  given  to  understand  that,  although  the  act  of  Co: 
which  regulates  the  matter  confines  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  o: 
to  vessels  coming  directly  fix>m  Spain,  yet,  if  cases  had  arisen  in 
vessels  owned  in,  and  sailing  originally  from,  the  peninsula,  had  to 
at  an  intermediate  foreign  port,  (not  a  Spanish  colonial  port,)  and  hai 
charged  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States  a  higher  rate  of  duty  t 
coming  directly  from  Spain,  such  cases,  on  being  presented  by  him, 
be  referred  to  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  application  to  them 
reduction  of  duty,  if  authorized  by  existing  legislation,  and,  if  not,  tt 
subject  might  be  laid  before  Congress." 

But  for  this  intimation,  this  office  would  have  rested  satisfied  wit 
ing  before  you,  for  purposes  of  explanation,  renewed  copies  of  report 
mitted,  under  dates  ot  November  18,  1837,  and  October  21, 18§9, 
view  to  show  the  inadequacy  of  existing  statutory  provisions  for  t 
compHshment  of  the  desires  mutually  entertained. 

The  assurances  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  however,  to ' 
I  have  adverted,  and  the  expectations  which  may  have  been  reasc 
indulged  in  consequence  thereof,  induce  me  to  state  that,  while  f 
tension  of  the  favors  contemplated  would  not  appear  to  have  been  ju 
by  any  information  hitherto  in  the  jwssession  of  this  office,  on  the  ] 
pie  of  reciprocity,  (which  it  has  ever  been  the  anxious  aim  of  this 
scrupulously  to  observe,)  the  additional  information  now  before  it  do 
clearly  convey  the  grounds  of  a  settled  and  permanent  basis  of  r^nj 
upon  which  an  interference  with  the  construction  the  laws  have  lec 
respecting  Spanish  vessels,  so  obviously  in  accordance  with  their  tn 
tent  and  meaning,  nught  be  dictated. 

But  if  the  interpositionof  Congress  shouldncver  the  less  be  sought, 
the  reasons  adduced  with  regard  to  the  principle  of  reciprocity  adVei 
by  the  minister  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  I  would  beg  leave  respec 
to  offer  the  suggestion,  that  any  legislation  deemed  advisable  shoi 
of  such  character  as  to  require  its  being  carried  into  effect  here,  at  tl 
partment,  and  be  charged  directly  upon  the  appropriation  of  money 
Treasury  to  meet  the  remission  of  duties,  inasmuch  as  the  coUecto 
viously  have  no  evidence  remaining  by  which,  in  any  of  the  cases 
red  to,  they  could  now  properly  decide  the  question  upon  which  the' 
extension  would  turn ;  whether  the  vessels  named,  in  &ct,  were  own 
and  originally  had  sailed  from,  the  peninsula,  before  touching  at  any 
mediate  foreign  port,  not  a  dependence  of  Spain :  the  evidence  uponi 
such  conclusion  would  safely  be  drawn,  being  contained  in  pqper 
jnropertyof  the  owners  thereof,  and  under  the  control  of  the  nuisteni 
vessels,  (temporarily,  it  is  true,  in  the  custody  of  the  collectors,)  hot  n 
under  the  circumstances  presented,  those  officers  had  no  right  lo  ml 

If  these  suggestions  be  adopted,  the  proofs  upon  which  the  jedp 
might  be  extended  under  the  proposed  legislation  would  ' 
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rescribed  either  at  this  or  the  Department  of  State ;  and  being  incorpora- 
d  in,  or  called  for  by,  the  act  of  legislation,  would  obviate  any  difficulties 
kely  to  occur,  or  dangers  certainly  to  be  apprehended,  by  the  adoption 
fany  other  course. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
breasury. 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Comptroller, 


Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office,  November  18, 1837. 

Sot:  In  compliance  with  your  reference  of  the  accompanying  docu- 
lepts,  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of  tonnage  duty  and  light-money,  on 
le  arrival,  at  New  Orleans,  from  Mexico,  of  the  Spanish  vessels  the 
izcaino  and  Ramoncita,  of  which  complaint  has  been  made  by  the 
hargi  d'affaires  of  Spain,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that,  according  to 
le  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  13th  of  July,  1832,  "vessels  owned 
rhoUy  by  Spanish  subjects,  coming  from  any  of  the  colonies  of  Spain, 
ither  directly,  or  after  touching  at  any  port  or  place,  shall  pay,  in  the  ports 
f  the  United  States,  the  same  rate  of  duty  on  tonnage  that  shall  be  levied 
n  American  vessels  in  the  Spanish  colonial  port  from  whence  such  Span- 
Bh  vessel  shall  have  last  departed."  And  by  the  first  section  of  the  act 
if  the  30th  June,  1834,  it  is  provided, "  in  the  case  of  such  vessels  coming 
iom  the  island  of  Cuba,  or  Porto  Rico,  either  directly,  or  after  touching 
It  any  port  or  place,  that  snch  further  tonnage  duty,  in  addition,  shall  be 
mposed,  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  discriminating  duty  that  would  have 
lecn  imposed  on  the  cargoes  imported  in  the  said  vessels,  respectively,  if 
he  same  had  been  exported  in  American  bottonie  from  the  port  of  Ha- 
rana.'' 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  existing  reciprocal  regulations,  established 
rj  law,  in  regard  to  such  duties,  apply  to  Spanish  vessels  proceeding  e^ 
teOy  or  indirectly  from  a  colonial  or  other  port  of  Spain,  to  the  United 
Itates,  and  not  to  the  case  presented  by  the  collector  at  New  Orleans,  be- 
ig  that  of  a  Spanish  vessel  which  had  imported  a  cargo  from  Havana 
>  New  Orleans,  thence  taking  in  one  for  Matamoras  in  Mexico,  and  re- 
wnmg  to  New  Orleans  in  haUast,  The  collector  was  of  opinion  that,  as 
lie  was  owned  in  Cuba,  and  perhaps  had  never  been  in  a  port  of  Spain 
loper,  she  ought  to  pay  tonnage  duty  as  coming  from  the  West  Inaies. 
Fpon  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  however,  it  was  concluded  that 
le  vessel  could  not  be  considered,  under  the  circumstances,  as  haviag 
lived,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from  a  European  or  colonial  Spanish 
>rt :  and,  therefore,  was  not  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  either  of  the 
:ts  adverted  to,  but  came  within  the  operation  of  the  law  of  1817,  contin- 
iog  in  force  that  of  1790,  and  should  be  subjected  to  the  imposition  of 
•e  dollar  per  ton  for  tonnage  rfw/y,and  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  light-money 
nder  the  law  of  1804,  the  latter  being,  in  all  cases,  consequent  on  the 


By  reference  to  the  law  of  1790,  it  appears  that  the  rate  of  tonnage  im- 
dmnI  on  foreign  vessels  entering  the  United  States  was  fixed  at  fifty  cenis 
ar  tot,  except,  as  subsequently  qualified,  in  the  case  of  vessels  enterhiff 
any  foreign  port  or  place  to  or  with  which  vessels  of  the  United  ^ 
3 
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States  are  not  ordinarily  permitted  to  go  and  trade ;  and  in  designating  the 
rate  to  be  exacted  on  the  vessel  in  question,  (the  principle  of  the  decision 
in  which  case  was  taken  to  be  applicable  to  the  other  vessel  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced,) an  error  seems  to  have  been  committed  in  placing  it  at  one 
dollar,  instead  of  fifty  cents,  per  ton ;  which,  no  doubt,  arose  from  the  great 
press  of  business  at  the  time,  and  the  infirm  health  of  the  gentleman  then 
in  charge  of  it,  now  deceased. 

It  is  deemed,  therefore,  proper  that  the  collector  at  New  Orleans  should 
be  directed  to  restore  to  those  authorized  to  receive  it  the  amount  of  the 
excessive  tonnage  duty  exacted  under  the  instructions  referred  to. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the 
fact,  as  stated  by  the  collector,  that,  by  the  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Mexico,  its  ports  are  open  fi-ee  of  restraint  to  the  vessels  of  Spain, 
while  those  of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  ton. 

This  inequality  of  tonnage  duty,  if  the  Legislature  should  not  interpose 
to  prevent  it,  although  met  by  regulations  in  force  as  respects  the  vesseb 
of  Mexico,  will  confer  the  benefit  of  the  carrying  trade  between  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  and  tliose  of  Mexico  exclusively  on  vessels  belong- 
ing to  Spain,  to  the  manifest  detriment  of  those  belonging  to  the  Unitra 
States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WOLF,  Camptrolkr. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  tke  Treasury* 


Treasury  Department, 

First  Comptroller's  Office,  October  21, 1839.      i 

Sir:  The  communication  of  the  collector  at  New  York,  under  date  of 

the  18th  instant,  in  respect  to  the  tonnage  duties  levied  on  *  the  Spanish 

brig  Mercury,  and  for  the  restitution  of  a  portion  of  which  demand  has 

been  made  by  the  minister  of  Spain,  has  received  an  immediate  attention; 

and  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  as  the  vessel  in  question  entered  firom  La* 

.  guayra,  in  Venezuela,  she  cannot  be  considered  as  coming  within  tbec^ 

ration  of  the  act  of  13th  July,  1832,  or  that  of  30th  June,  1834,  but  is 

liable  to  the  tonnage  rates  fixed  by  the  act  of  20th  July,  1790,  and  the 

light-money  consequent  thereon  under  the  act  of  27th  DlAich,  1804;  bat 

as  the  collector  has  received,  in  error,  the  sum  of  $68,  which  you  will  pef* 

ceive  on  an  examination  of  the  acts  referred  to,  by  chaining  at  thb  rateof 

one  dollar  per  ton  for  tonnage  duty,  while  the  law  imposes  but  fifty  cent! 

par  ton,  be  may  be  authorized  to  refund  it. 

.  I  enclose,  for  your  further  information,  a  copy  of  a  decision  in  an  anakH 
gous  case,  contained  in  a  communication  to  the  collector  at  New  Qrieasif 
under  date  of  the  17th  of  June,  1837. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKEIt 
Hon*  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office,  June  17, 1837. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
)llowing  case,  as  represented  by  you : 

A  Spanish  brig  arrived  at  New  Orleans  some  time  ago  from  Havana, 
rilh  a  cargo,  and  paid  tonnage  duties  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  30th 
une,  1834.  She  then  took  on  board  a  cargo  for  Matamoras,  in  Mexico, 
nd  has  now  returned  to  New  Orleans  in  ballast. 

The  question  is,  to  what  tonnage  duties  is  she  liable? 

You  state  that  you  consider  her  liable  to  the  rate  as  having  come  from 
he  West  Indies ;  to  which  the  agent  demurs,  and  contends  that  she  should 
)e  considered  as  having  arrived  from  Old  Spain,  or  any  port  other  than 
iie  West  Indies. 

This  vessel  not  having  last  arrived  either  from  a  European  or  colonial 
Spanish  port,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case  is  neither  embraced  by  the 
Kl  of  13th  July,  1832,  nor  the  act  of  30th  June,  1834,  but  is  to  pay  fifty 
cents  per  ton  for  tonnage  duties,  in  confonnity  with  the  act  of  14th  Jan^ 
oary,  1817,  and  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  light-money y  under  the  6th  section 
of  the  act  of  27th  March,  1804. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WOLF,  Comptroller. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  Esq., 

Collector^  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
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r  Session. 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMIITING 

fori  from  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  in  relation  to  the  selec- 
tion of  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  western  waters. 


March  9,  1840. 

Referred  to  ihc  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

lay  before  you,  for  your  consideration,  a  communication  of  the  Secretary 
hi,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  army,  in 
ion  to  the  sites  for  marine  hospitals,  selected  in  conformity  with  the 
'isions  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1837,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
e  action  on  the  subject  by  Congress  seems  to  be  necessary. 

M.  TAN  BUREN. 
Washington  City,  March,  1840. 


War  Department,  March  6,  1840. 
a:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you,  for  transmission  to  Con- 
!,  if  you  think  proper,  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Surgeon  General 
le  army,  on  the  subject  of  the.  sites  for  marine  hospitals,  selected  in  con^ 
ity  with  the  requirements  of  the  provisions  on  that  subject,  contained 
e  act  of  March  3d,  1837,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  certain  har- 

ahd  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain 
8,  and  for  other  purposes." 

^ill  be  seen  from  the  Surgeon  General's  report,  that  since  the  selection 
•e  seven  sites  in  1837,  the  proceeding  in  relation  to  which  were  comi- 
icated  to  Congress  with  your  annual  message  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
^t  that  year,  the  attention  of  the  departnent  has  been  called  to  another 
^ear  Pittsburg,  which  has  been  examined  and  found  well  adapted  for 

a  purpose. 

»  statea  by  the  Surgeon  General,  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of 
-h  3d,  1837,  for  the  purchase  of  these  sites,  was  altogether  inadequate 
hat  object ;  and  that  amount  having  become  subject  to  the  operation  df 
mplns  fund  law,  an  appropriation  of  the  whole  amount  stipulated  in 
^ntracts  for  the  land,  would  be  necessary,  should  Congress  determine 
ake  further  provision  upon  the  subject.  For  the  seven  sites,  incladin|^ 
dRmi,  primers. 
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Wheeling,  an  appropriation  of  $39,968  would  be  necessary.  But  if  you 
should  prefer  the  one  near  Piitsburg  to  that  at  Wheeling,  the  sum  of  $44,468 
would  be  required. 

The  establishment  of  these  hospitals  is  an  object  well  worthy  thefaTora- 
blc  consideration  of  Congress,  and  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  en- 
terprising  and  exposed  class  of  men  whom  they  would  cliiefly  benefit.  The 
department  is  well  satisfied  that  the  sites  have  been  judiciously  selected, 
and  the  land  can  probably  never  be  secured  on  terms  more  favorable  than 
tho^e  stipulated  in  the  contracts  which  have  been  made  for  its  purchase. 
Justice  to  the  individuals  who  are  parties  to  these  contracts  absolutely  re- 
quires either  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to  enable  the  Execatiie 
to  pay  them  for  the  land,  or  that  the  contracts  shall  be  cancelled,  and  they 
be  relieved  from  their  obligations  under  them,  so  that  they  may  have  it  u 
their  power  to  dispose  of  the  land  in  some  other  way.  If  an  appropriation 
be  made  to  secure  the  land,  the  erection  of  the  hospitals  can  be  deferred  to 
such  a  period  hereafter  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  might  require. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Surgeon  General's  Office, 

February  17,  I84a 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  3d  oi  Hard^ 
1837,  authorizing  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  select  seven  eiM 
for  marine  hospitals  on  the  western  waters,  and  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  President,  a  commission,  consisting  of  three  medical  officers  of  lb 
army,  was  nppointed  in  1837,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  country,  »* 
lect  the  sites,  and  contract  conditionally  for  the  land. 

The  board  having  examined  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  OhioriTeiii 
and  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  selected  the  seven  sites — three  on  the  Ibni' 
sippi,  three  on  the  Ohio,  and  one  on  Lake  Erie — and  purchased  condiUOoailT 
the  ground.  Subsequently  to  that  period,  another  commissioa  of  thn0 
medical  officers  was  ordered  to  examine  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  b^vM 
Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  relative  iitUr 
tages  of  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  and  the  intermediate  towns,  for  the  hottitalol 
Ihe  upper  Ohio ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  respective  adyantages  ot  devo* 
land  and  Erie,  as  the  location  for  the  hospital  on  Lake  Erie. 

This  last  board  prefened  a  site  a  few  miles  below  Pittsburg  to  the  loiBi' 
tioo  previously  made  at  Wheeling,  and  entered  into  a  conditioiui  oooMi 
for  the  land.  In  their  report  upon  the  relative  advantages  of  the  ssf^ 
towns  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  however,  it  fully  sustained  the  opinMi 
cd  theformer  commission,  in  favor  of  Cleveland.  .     , 

In  the  instructions  to  the  boards,  they  were  required  to  purchase  not  onlj 
a  lot  upon  which  to  erect  the  buildin^i  but  also  land  sufficient  for  prpofc- 
iiades,  gardens,  &c.  Eight  acres  of  ground  being  considered  latle  ttim^ 
fo  b^  attached  to  these  permanent  hospitals — these  grand  national  iustiuf 
tioDS — that  amount  was  fixed  upeu  as  the  minimum  cxttent  of  laud  to  b^  cao- 
tracted  for;  the  purchase  of  more  extended  grounds  depending  upon  tix 
price*  the  location,  and  other  circumstances^  The  boards,  thusiasinidefl 
entered  into  contracts  for  the  land,  securing  generally  ten  acres  and  more— ^ 
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)  case  eighteen,  and  in  no  instance  less  than  eight  acres  of  gronud ;  the 
n  of  all  the  purchases,  including  the  site  at  Wheeling,  being  $39,96S,  and 
t  amount  (Wheeling  excluded  and  the  location  near  Pittsburg  taken  up) 
ching  $44,468. 

Ni\h  the  double  object  of  securing  the  favorite  sites  from  being  taken  up 
other  purposes,  and  of  preventing  extortion  on  the  part  of  the  proprie- 
I  when  the  approved  ground  should  be  made  known,  the  commissioners 
re  empowered  and  instructed  to  make  perfect  and  complete  contracts  so 
as  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  and  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Govern- 
nt,  were  concerned ;  the  deeds  of  conveyance  to  be  made  in  legal  form, 
:h  certificates  from  the  mortgage  offices  and  other  evidences  of  the  pro- 
ty  being  free  from  incumbrances  attadhed  thereto,  and  subject  alone  to 
5  approval  and  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  commissioners,  it  is  true,  exceeded  their  powers  in  one  respect — that 
the  amount  of  all  their  purchases  exceeded  the  sum  of  the  appropria- 
Q  for  the  purpose  ;  but  they  acted  with  a  single  view  to  the  public  inter- 
.  They  soon  found  it  to  be  absolutely  impracticable  to  secure  the  pro- 
:  sites  and  necessary  extent  of  ground  at  or  near  towns,  with  the  money 
eady  appropriated ;  but,  rather  than  lose  their  labor  and  their  time,  or  sink 
s  expenses  already  incurred  in  making  the  reconnoissunce,  the  commis- 
ners,  having  the  public  n^ood  steadily  in  view,  continued  to  prosecute 
iir  examinations  throughout  the  line  of  march  prescribed,  and,  as  in  duty 
and,  secured,  as  they  progressed,  the  selected  sites,  and  at  the  lowest  pes- 
le  cost. 

Prom  this  statement,  it  will  be  perceived  that  eight  pieces  of  land  have 
m  actually  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  the  proprietors  having  no  pow- 
to  retract  the  engagement ;  whilst  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  other 
id,  has  the  privilege  either  to  consummate  the  contract,  or  to  throw  back 
t  property  upon  the  venders,  at  will.  The  proprietors  did  not  enter  into 
I  one-sided  arrangement  in  consideration  of  an  exorbitant  price  to  be  paid, 
r  the  property  was  sold  at  the  lowest  current  rate,)  but  with  the  laudable 
tive  of  promoting  the  humane  intentions  of  Congress,  while  the  commu- 
f  in  which  they  lived  niivju  he  l)enefitted  by  the  location  of  the  hospital 
their  vicinage.  They  were  willing  to  confide  their  property  to  the  care 
the  United  States,  not  doubting  tliut  the  obligations  on  the  part  of  the 
verninent  would  be  eventually  fulfilled. 

legarding  the  establishment  of  the^  hospitals  as  a  measure  of  national 
Kirtance,  in  which  the  matter  of  expense  is  but  a  secondary  consideration, 
I  dejMirtment,  as  far  as  it  had  any  control  over  the  subject,  approved  the 
ceedings,  notwithstanding  the  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  sum  of  the 
mpriation  involved  in  the  several  contracts,  and,  by  encouraging  the 
pnetors  to  wait  patiently  for  legislative  action  in  the  case,  it  has  virtually 
iged  the  faith  of  the  Government.  Having  thus  omitted,  in  the  first  in- 
ice,  to  cancel  the  agreements,  and  formally  restore  the  property  to  the 
iders,  (the  deeds  for  some  of  wliich  being  recorded,  the  conveyance  could 
well  be  dissolved  without  a  special  act  on  our  part,)  I  feel  that  we 
«lld  now  abide  the  will  of  the  proprietors,  and  accept  or  give  back  the 
iSj  as  they  elect.  Again  :  as  the  responsibility  of  making  purchases  be* 
id  the  means  immediately  placed  at  their  disposal  was  assumed  by  the 
rasissioners  from  the  purest  motives,  and  in  obedience  to  a  stern  sense  of 
y,  and  as  the  fict  of  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  this  department  proceeded 
n  a  firm  conviction  of  the  propriety  and  ot  the  necessity  of  the  measure, 
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I  cannot  but  believe  that  Con^ss  is  under  moral  obligations  to  sustain, 
and  that  they  will  sustain,  the  agents  of  the  Government.  Under  this  view 
of  the  subject,  1  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit,  through  you,  this  statement 
of  facts,  together  with  copies  of  tlie  orders  that  were  issued,  defining  the 
duties  of  the  boards,  in  order  that  Congress  may  see  the  whole  ground  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  agents  employed,  and  determine,  at  once,  either  to 
make  provision  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagements,  or  to  have  the  prop- 
erty released  from  abeyance,  and  formally  restored  to  the  proprietors.  Should 
it  be  the  will  of  Congress  to  carry  out  the  original  project,  in  all  its  details, 
in  a  style  worthy  of  the  object  intended,  the  following  sums,  it  is  believed, 
will  be  required : 

For  the  purchase  of  the  land  already  contracted  for,  g39,968  or  $44,468^ 
according  as  the  site  at  Wheeling  or  Pittsburg  may  be  preferred. 

For  the  erection  of  four  hospitals  of  the  first  class,  and  the  appurtenances, 

i agreeably  to  the  architect's  estimate  already  furnished  to  Congress,)  §50,000 
or  each,  or  $200,000  for  the  four ;  and  for  the  erection  of  three  hospitals 
and  appurtenances  of  the  second  class,  $25,000  each,  or  $75,000  for  the 
three;  in  all,  $275,000  for  the  buildings. 

The  appropriation  of  $15,000  which  was  made  for  this  object  in  1837, 
less  $25  56  expended  in  the  prosecution  of  the  examinations,  d&c.,  having 
at  the  close  of  the  last  year  passed  to  the  sinking  fund  of  the  Treasury  w 
the  United  States,  an  entirel  v  new  appropriation  will  be  required,  and  to  the 
extent,  for  the  land  and  buildings  together,  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Believing  that  a  project  so  happily  conceived,  and,  in  the  first  instance, 
so  favorably  received  <ind  promptly  adopted,  can  never  be  abandoned,  I  tnist 
that  I  offend  not  against  propriety  in  expressing  the  confident  hope  that 
Congress  will  immediately  take  the  subject  into  consideration.  The  sites 
can  never  be  better  selected,  the  land  will  never  be  cheaper,  nor  will  the 
hospital  ever  be  more  required  than  now.  Why  not,  then,  at  once  carryoul 
the  measure? 

The  claims  of  those  untiring  and  intrepid  sons  of  the  west,  who,  from 
the  heads  of  the  Allegany  and  Monongahda,  and  from  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio  and  other  concurrenf  streams,  voyage  it  to  the  lowest  point  of  naviga- 
tion in  our  western  region,  and  of  those  hardy  and  equally  adventurous 
spirits  who,  from  the  upper  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  sweep  the  westeiD 
waters  to  the  very  verge  of  the  ocean,  cannot  be  resisted.  Sooner  or  later, 
the  cries  of  their  suffering  comrades,  who,  in  braving  the  dangers  of  fire 
and  water,  of  clime  and  country,  for  the  general  weltiire,  are  frequeutlf 
stricken  down  by  disease  and  accident,  will  bo  heard,  and  must  be  heedei 
Let  us,  then,  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  of  comnioii  y^ 
tice,  call  upon  Congress  to  extend  at  once  a  helping  hand  to  this  much-to- 
be  admired  yet  little  cherished  band  of  navigators ;  nay,  to  dispense  to  theii^ 
and  with  a  liberal  hand,  the  willing  offerings  of  a  nation's  gratitude. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

TH.  LAVVSON, 
Surgeon  Gcfural  U.  S*  Armf 

The  Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War, 


\ 
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Surgeon  General's  Office, 

May  8,  1837. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  an  order  appointing  you, 
with  other  officers  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  a  board  of  survey  for 
hospital  purposes,  (Sec,  d:;c.  Enclosed,  also,  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of 
Congress  under  which  you  are  appointed,  together  with  a  letter  of  instruc* 
tions  for  the  government  of  the  board. 

These  outlines  of  your  duties  having  been  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
them  apjiroved  and  sanctioned,  they  now  constitute  the  official  general  in- 
itroaions  by  which  the  board  wiji  be  guided  and  governed  in  its  several 
nx)veraents  and  operations.  The  duties  u]x>n  which  you  are  about  to  enter 
are  of  a  national  character,  and  of  great  importance ;  and  as  you  are  called 
to  this  service  at  the  instance  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
coafidently  expected  that  you  will  perform  the  work  in  a  manner  that  will 
meet  his  approbation,  v/hile  you  give  satisfaction  to  the  representatives 
generally  of  the  nation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  LAWSON, 

Surgeon  General. 
Doctor  B.  F.  Harney, 

President  of  the  Boards 

Baton  Roui^e^  Louisiana, 


Surgeon  General's  Office, 

May  1,  1837. 

Sir  :  You  and  your  colleagues  are  constituted  a  board  with  powers,  and 
'^rhose  duty  it  will  be  to  select  and  purchase  suitable  positions  on  the  banks 
af  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  upon 
'^'hich  to  erect  marine  hospitals. 

Three  sites  arc  to  be  selected  on  the  Ohio,  three  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
>ne  on  Lake  Erie.  Louisville,  on  the  Ohio,  and  St.  Louis,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, arc  central  points ;  and  as  they  are  also  places  of  deposite  and  trans- 
fer, at  each  of  these  towns,  or  in  their  immediate  vicinage,  a  location  ought 
k)  be  made,  unless  some  objection  to  their  selection  exists,  of  which  the  de- 
partment is  not  at  this  time  advised.  The  places  of  location  above  and  be- 
low these  fixed  points  on  the  rivers,  and  the  position  on  Lake  Erie,  cannot 
tlow  be  designated ;  they  must  be  determined  on  by  the  board  after  an  ex- 
a.mination  of  the  country. 

It  may  be  well,  howevrr,  to  observe,  in  general  terms,  that,  on  the  Ohio, 
Ihe  upper  location  should  be  made  somewhere  between  Pittsburg  and  Guy- 
andotie — perhaps  at  Wheelin^y  or  Marietta;  and  the  lower  one  at  Smithville, 
Paducah,  or  Trinity,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  location  above  St. 
L*onis  should  be  made  near  Dubuque's  lead-mines,  Galena,  or  lower  down, 
on  Rock  island  ;  and  a  position  on  the  lower  Mississippi  maybe  found  near 
J^ton  Rouffe  and  Bayou  Sarah,  or  an  intermediate  point — say  at  Port 
Mckeyor  Port  Hudson.  Special  provision  liaving  been  made  for  theerec- 
•ion  of  an  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  that  city  is  not  to  be  considered  within 
^^  li:jc  of  your  operations.  Cleveland  is  a  central  point,  and  it  is  believed 
^'at  it  will  be  found  to  be  the  best  position  on  the  lake. 
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In  selecting  the  sites  for  the  hospitals,  you  must  have  in  view  the  health- 
fulness  of  the  immediate  spot,  and  the  resources  of  the  country  around,  or 
the  facilities  of  supplying  the  sick ;  while  you  place  the  hospital  within  tlte 
reach  of  the  greatest  mass  of  the  mariners,  and  other  persons,  who  nari- 
gate  or  ply  up  and  down  the  western  waters. 

A  matter  of  no  inconsiderable  im[x>rtance,  also,  is  the  exter^t  ol  grouDd 
to  be  occupied  at  the  several  places  of  location.  In  every  instance,  laod 
enough  should  be  secured,  if  possible,  to  afford  garden  spots,  promenades, 
d^.,  and  in  no  instance  should  less  than  eight  acres  be  gotten.  The  ex- 
tent of  ground,  beyond  the  minimum  quantity,  to  be  taken  up  at  any  plaoe^ 
however,  must  depend  in  a  measure  upon  the  expenditure  to  be  involfed 
in  the  purchase ;  for,  the  $15,000  appropriated  by  Congress  being  intended 
to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  the  survey,  purchase,  d&c..  you  must  keep  the 
amount  of  all  your  purchases  within  the  sum  of  the  appropriation. 

In  reporting  upon  the  sites  selected,  you  will,  in  every  instance,  state  the 
probable  and  the  possible  number  of  sick  that  will  have  to  be  provided  far, 
80  that  we  may  have  some  data  upon  which  to  base  an  estimate  for  the 
means  with  which  to  erect  the  buildings,  &c. 

While  in  the  prosecution  of  this  service,  you  will  occasionally  report 
progress,  stating  the  time  of  your  arrival  at  and  departure  from  certain 
places,  and  probable  arrival  at  other  points  ;  advising  us,  at  the  same  time^ 
of  the  success  and  the  extent  of  your  operations. 

The  board  will  assemble  at  Baton  Rouge  on  the  1st  of  June  next,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  organize  itself  for  business,  and  at  once  pro- 
ceed to  work.  Should  one  of  the  members  not  arrive  at  the  place  of  assem- 
blage within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  1st  of  June,  the  other  two  meai 
bers,  constituting  a  quorum  for  business,  will  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned 
the  board. 

The  board,  having  examined  the  country  near  Baton  Rouge,  and  select- 
ed and  secured  a  site  for  an  hospital,  will  proceed  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  to 
the  upper  Mississippi,  to  make  the  necessary  selections  and  puichases.  Tiw 
positions  preferred  on  the  upper  Mississippi  having  been  obtained,  the  board 
will  fall  back  upon  the  Ohio,  examine  first  the  country  near  its  mouth, then 
the  environs  of  Louisville,  and  afterwards  the  banks  of  the  river  above 
Guyandotte.  Having  made  the  selections  and  secured  the  grounds  on  the 
Ohio,  the  board  will  pass  over  to  Lake  Erie,  examine  the  harbors  and  other 
prominent  places  on  that  shore,  select  the  point  most  desirable,  and  con- 
tract for  or  purchase  the  land. 

The  whole  line  of  operations  prescribed  having  been  gone  over,  and  the 
reconnoissance  completed,  with  every  object  attained,  the  board  will  proceed 
to  this  city,  and  here  make  a  final  report  of  its  proceedings. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  LAWSOxN, 


: 


Saigeon  B.  F.  Harney, 

President  of  the  Boards  ^c. 

Baton  Roitge^  Louisiana, 


iSurgeon  GeneraL 
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SuRGBON  General's  Office, 

June  6,  1837. 

BiR :  Tou  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  enter  into  arrange* 
tnts,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purchase  of  the  several 
els  or  parcels  of  land  that  you  may  select  on  the  shores  of  the  western 
ters  as  sites  for  marine  hospitals.  The  contract  will  be  made  perfect  and 
nplete.  so  far  as  relates  to  the  proprietors  or  the  venders  of  the  land,  and 
irself,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  but  subject  to  the  approval  and 
ioD  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Yoxk  must  take  care  to  have  the  deeds  of  conveyance  made  out  in  I^al 
m,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  the  mortgage  office,  &;c.,  ftc, 
il  the  property  is  free  from  all  incumbrances,  and  then  submit  the  papers 
the  nearest  district  attorney  or  other  law  officer. 

The  titles  having  been  examined  and  approved  by  your  legal  adviser, 
B  deeds  of  conveyance  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  some  individual,  or 
Iged  in  a  banking  institution,  while  you  report  the  transaction  or  send  a 
py  of  the  contract  to  the  Department  of  War.  Should  the  terms,  Ccc.  of 
e  sale  be  disapproved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  contract  will,  of 
tmse,  be  void;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  is  approved  and 
netioned,  a  warrant  for  the  money  will  be  issued  on  the  nearest  deposite 
ink,  to  be  delivered  to  the  venders  of  the  land  upon  the  receipt  and  ac« 
sptance  of  the  title  deeds,  d^c,  &c.,  to  the  property  acquired. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  LAWSON, 

Surgeon  Oeneral. 
Surgeon  B.  F.  Harney, 

Baton  Rouge^  La. ;  St.  Louis^  Mo. ;  or  LouieviUet  Ky. 


[SENATE.]  [859] 


REPORT 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

■BOWDfO, 

with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  the  ammmJt  of  receipts  atul 
account  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  of  the  nett  proceeds  ofihs 
within  the  State  of  Alabama. 


March  9,  1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department, 

March  9, 1840. 

ipliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  6th 
following  terms :  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
irected  to  report  to  the  Senate  what  amount  of  money  has 
the  five  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  lyins^ 
e  of  Alabama,  reserved  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  sixth 
ct  of  Congress,  approved  2d  March,  1819,  entitled  <  An  act 
leopie  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
eut,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
g  with  the  original  States ;'  and  what  portion  of  the  three 
el  of  said  five  per  cent.)  fund  authorized  by  said  act  to  be 
r  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  has  been  paid 
Alabama," — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report 
lissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  together  with  a  state- 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  furnishing  the  information  called 
(lution. 
3nor  to  b^,  very  respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

lOHNSON, 

Ident  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office,  March  7,  1840. 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  the  6th  instant,  and 
office  by  you  on  yesterday,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
rhftt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  report  to 
tt  amount  of  money  has  accrued,  being  the  five  pet  ceii\«  ol 
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the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Alabnma,  reser 
for  (he  purposes  specified  in  the  sixth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  appro 
2d  March,  1819,  entitled  <  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Te 
tory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  admissiot 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States ;'  i 
what  portion  of  the  three  per  cent,  (parcel  of  said  five  per  cent.)  fund 
thorized  by  said  act  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislatan 
Alabama,  has  been  paid  to  the  State  of  Alabama" — 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  five  per  cent,  on  the  nett  proceeds  of  a 
in  Alabama,  up  to  the  end  ot  the  year  1839,  will  amount  to  $584,711. 

From  the  circumstance  that  the  accounts  of  the  receivers  for  the  foni 
quarter  of  the  past  year  are  as  yet  but  partially  adjusted,  this  amount  m 
possibly  be  varied  by  a  few  dollars. 

The  amount  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  ("  parcel  of  said  five  per  ca 
fund")  paid  to  that  State,  is  $335,921  63,  as  will  appear  by  the  certificate 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  herewith  enclosed. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  lam  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WHITCOMB,  Commissmer. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Statement  of  the  whole  amount  paid  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  on  oeeem 
of  the  three  per  cent,  fund  for  roads  and  canals,from  1821  to  1839  « 
elusive. 


Years. 
1821 
1822 
1823. 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829. 
1830. 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835. 
1836 
1837 
1838. 
Ib39. 


Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  Marc/i  6,  1810. 


Amoaot. 
$950  00 
80UOO 

32,969  01 

10,753  06 

12,958  28 

6,540  36 

5,325  64 


15,155  37 
26,081  11 
19,790  62 
25,319  32 

145,166  86 
34,112  00 


$335,921  63 


T.  L.  SMITH,  JB^' 


[SENATE.]  [a«<i] 


MEMORIAL 


or 


BER  OF  STOCKHOLDERS  IN  THE  AGRICULTDRAL 
NK  OP  NATCHEZ,  RESIDING  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 


man  of  time  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  from  said  bank  to 
the  United  States. 


March  9, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  oq  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


lonorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rqnresentatives  of  the  United 

States: 

Dorial  of  the  undersignedi  stockholders  in  the  Agricultural  Bank  of 
Natchez,  residing  in  Philadelphia, 

rFVLLY  REPRESENTS  : 

they  lately  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
rith  his  answer,  they  now  submit  to  your  honorable  bodies,  with  ' 
ble  request  that  such  relief  may  be  afforded  in  the  premises  as  they 
tly  trust  Congress  will  deem  them  entitled  to  under  the  peculiar 
6  of  their  case. 


lich  is  respectfully  submitted. 


iDBLPHiA,  FAruary  28, 1840. 


JOSEPH  SWIFT, 
THOaiAS  FLEMING, 
JOHN  STILLE, 
RICHARD  WILLING, 
DANIEL  W.  COXE, 
JOHN  BOHLEN, 
S.  H.  CARPENTER, 

Attorney  for  Wm.  Short. 
E.  S.  WHITNEY, 

Attorney  for  James  SchaU. 


Philadelphia,  February  20, 1840. 
It  Mng  ascertained  by  recent  information  from  yarious  sources,. 
Krmed  by  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
iiat  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Natchez  will  be  onittdcy  without  for* 
f«iipnajiciar 
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ther  indulorence,  to  discharc:e  the  entire  balance  for  which  the  Government 
obtained  judgment  last  autumn,  we  take  the  hberty  of  respectfully  soli- 
citing an  extension  of  time  on  one-half  of  the  said  balance,  supposed  to  be 
$3C0,00O,  until  the  1st  of  March,  1841,  and  1842,  in  two  equal  instalments. 

Acting,  as  we  do  in  this  application,  on  behalt  both  of  ourselves  and  the 
other  stockholders  in  this  city,  we  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be  refused, 
seeing  that  the  Government  is  a  preferred  creditor,  and  can,  in  no  event,  suf- 
fer any  loss.  The  threatening  aspect  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  which 
seems  disposed  to  violate  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  contracts  as  between  debtor  and  creditor,  so  as  to 
retard  the  recovery  of  debts  due  the  banks,  strongly  admonishes  the  stock- 
holders of  their  perilous  situation,  which  is  rendered  the  more  critical  bjr 
the  pressure  of  the  General  Government  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

Of  the  entire  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  the  stockholders  of  the 
Agricultural  Bank  in  this  city  hold  very  nearly  one-half,  which  cost  them 
considerably  over  one  million.  Many  of  them  were  induced  to  invest  in 
its  stock  at  high  prices,  by  the  opinion  of  the  late  Executive  that  the  State 
banks  were  not  only  competent  to  perform  the  fiscal  duties  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  but  could,  moreover,  regulate  the  domestic  exchanges  and  furnish  a 
better  currency  than  the  country  had  heretofore  enjoyed.  Their  confidence 
was  increased  when  it  became  a  Treasury  deposite  bank  j  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Taney's  circular  in  1833,  authorizing  an  extension  of  loans  and  accommo- 
dations, added  to  the  liberal  spirit  which  distinguished  the  instructions  of 
l^is  successor,  augmented  the  value  of  the  stock  by  this  marked  prefereuee 
and  favor  of  the  General  Government. 

This  partiality  and  favor,  however,  soon  led  to  the  over-creation  of  bank- 
ing capital  by  the  State  Legislatures,  who  would  now  punish  the  very 
delinquency  and  errors  of  which  their  own  policy  is  the  obvious  cause 
But  the  undersigned  cannot  believe  that  the  General  Government  \fill| 
pnder  these  circumstances,  allow  the  Agricultural  Bank  to  be  broken  oft 
and  the  interests,  of  innocent  stockholders  annihilated  by  a  refusal  to  grant 
the  time  here  indicated  for  the  balance,  which  will  be  reduced  on  the  istof 
April  next  to  $300,000. 

It  was  the  unfortunate  and  premature  attempt  at  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  by  purchasing  cotton  and  making  other  sacrifices,  that  brought 
on  the  additional  embarrassments  under  which  the  bank  is  yet  struggling; 
but  we  confide  in  the  disposition  of  the  Executive  to  mitigate  the  severity 
of  the  evils  here  hastily  depicted. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

JOSEPH  SWIFT, 
THOMAS  FLEMING, 
JNO.  STILLE, 
RICHARD  WILLING, 

D.  W.  COXE, 
JNO.  BOHLEN, 
S.  H.  CARPENTER, 

Attorney  for  Wnu  Shirt. 

E.  S.  WHITNEY, 

Attomiy/wr  Jas.ScMt' 
^  tbe  HoQk  Levi  WoQpemiT« 

Seareiary  oftht  Treasury  U.  S.^  Washingian. 
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Treasury  Department,  February  24, 1840. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  in- 
nl^ce  until  1841  and  1842  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  the 
fnited  States  from  the  AgricuUural  Bank  of  Mississippi,  came  to  hand  this 
lorning. 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  all  proper  sympathy  is  felt  for  the  disap- 
sintmeDts  which  the  stockholders  of  that  bank  have  experienced.  With- 
it  entering  into  a  discussion  concerning  their  causes,  it  must  be  apparent, 
poD  a  little  examination,  that  the  United  States  have  already  been  very 
beral  in  extending  the  time  of  payment  of  the  cash  received  on  deposite, 
om  May,  1837,  to  the  1st  of  June,  1840,  for  the  balance  now  remaining 
ue.  The  bank  has  had  more  than  three  years  indulgence  already,  and 
early  a  year  longer  than  was  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  Oc- 
>ber,  1837. 

I  understand,  also,  that  it  has  at  this  time  a  memorial  pending  before 
Songress  asking  for  further  time.  While  that  application  is  under  investi- 
ition  by  the  authority  which  has  paramount  power  over  the  whole  subject, 
t  must  be  manifest  that  this  department  cannot,  with  propriety,  interpose 
n  the  noanner  you  desire. 

Considering,  further,  that  the  balances  due  the  United  States  are  impe- 
kmsly  required  to  meet  the  current  expenditures  of  the  public  service,  and 
hat  Congress  has  yet  provided  no  other  resources  for  those  expenditures, 
i  presume  you  will  be  convinced,  on  mature  reflection,  that  obstacles  now 
itand  in  the  way  of  any  new  arrangement,  which  will  be  insuperable  until 
iirther  legislation  shall  take  place. 

1  am.  gentlenoen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[SBl^TB.  ]  imi 


MEMORIAL 

or 

JOSEPH  FAWCETT  AND  OTUEBS, 

PRlTTiro 

m  to  e&U  a  National  Canveniionj  for  (he  vurpase  rf  reMrmimng 
adjusting  abuses  in  the  ineorparatian  ef  hanking  companies. 


March  9,  1840. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Speaker  and  Members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  : 

memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  they  have  uoiformly  be- 
bat  all  acts  of  lejB^sIation  granting  charters  to  banking  companieSi' 
ler  associations,  &r  the  purpose  of  mking  and  circulating  jpaper 
▼iolate  the  constitution  of  the  United  States ;  that  recent  expenenoe, 
as  the  experience  of  several  years  past,  has  satisfied  them  thai  the 
bus  assumed  has  been  productive  of  the  most  mischievous  and  vex- 
xmseqnences ;  that  every  institution  of  the  kind  is  inexpedient  as 
anti-republican  in  its  tendency ;  and  that  a  crisis  has  arrived  when 
A  chans^e  becomes  absolutely  and  imperatively  necessary, 
r  there£re  pray  that  your  honorable  body  will  adopt  measures,  forth- 
>r  calling  a  nfttional  convention  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  and 
kg  these  abuses  of  legislation.  -^^J 
JOSEPH  FAWCETT,  and  others.  ^ 

lives,  printers. 


"i'U^^^ 


:.{■■'' 


.-•»■/  ■'   !  'Mf-^^J. 


aeih  OoTOKBu,  [  SENATR  ]  r  292  1 


Ijf  Aittofi. 


PETITION 


OF 


A  NUMBER  OP  CITIZENS  OF  MISSOURI, 


The  passage  of  a  pre-empiUm  law^  for  the  benejU  oj  the  settlers  an  the 
«  Platte  purchase/"  in  that  State. 


March  9,  1846. 

X^d  on  ihe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentiUives^  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  would  humbly  pray 
your  honorable  body  to  extend  the  passage  of  the  pre-emption  law  to  im 
bona-fide  housekeepers  residing  on  the  public  lands  in  the  late  purchase  at- 
tached to  the  State  of  Missouri^  known  by  the  name  of  the  Platte  purchase : 
and  we  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

A.  JOHNSON,  and  others. 

January;12,  1840. 
Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 


l^''  i 


^     -v    .-.J 
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PETITION 

or 

A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  MISSOURI, 

PftATmO 

^  creaiim  of  a  land  distrkii  and  the  esiabUakmmi  of  aland  ojfioe^  im 
the  <'  Platte  purchase,''  in  that  State. 


Mabch  9, 1840. 

Ltid  OD  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

>  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  in  Congress  assembled : 

Phe  undersimed,  citizens  residing  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  lands 
the  late  purchase  made  and  attached  to  the  State,  known  by  the  name  of 
t  Platte  purchase,  for  the  general  convenience  of  the  public  would  pray 
If  honorable  body,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to  establish  a 
id  oflSce  district,  to  include  the  entire  purchase ;  and  establish,  in  and  for 
it  district,  a  land  office,  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  and  we  will  ever 
ly,  &c. 

A.  JOHNSON,  and  others. 
JAWUARY  12,1840. 
fcir  A  RiTes,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  9, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Sprnce  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  Ifo.  960.] 

t€  Select  Committee  J  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Fbr- 
rey,M.  D.y  report  : 

Fhat  the  memorialist  in  this  case  asks  that  Congress  authorize  the  pub- 
ition  of  a  work  prepared  by  him,  based  on  returns  in  the  War  Department 
lese  papers  are  cofnprised  in  two  parts :  the  first,  the  "  Meteorological 
d  Statistical  Register,"  (which  is  now  ready  for  the  press,)  consists  of  a 
lection  of  facts,  well,  indeed  admirably,  calculated  not  only  to  extend 
r  knowledge  of  the  cHmates  of  our  extensive  and  diversified  country, 
t  to  show  the  application  of  the  meteorological  principles  brought  to 
ht,  in  causing  certain  diseases.     The  second  part  (which  will  be  ready 

the  press  in  two  or  three  months)  comprises  the  medical  topography  of 
r  military  stations,  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  troops  during  a  period 
20  years. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  mere  addition  made  to  the  amount 
general  science  by  the  publication  of  these  reports  would  be  a  sufficient 
irrant  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  authorize  such  publication.  When  to 
is  is  added  the  consideration  of  the  immense  importance  of  that  knowl- 
ge  of  climate,  and  the  influence  of  particular  localities  in  developing  the 
uses  of  disease,  togetlier  with  the  known  results  obtained,  through  the 
larterly  returns,  of  diseases  omong  the  troops  at  all  the  posts  in  our  States 
Ld  Territories,  the  committee  cannot  hesitate  to  recommend  in  the  most 
icided  terms  their  immediate  publication. 

By  the  comparisons  and  deductions  which  these  facts  and  various  re- 
tits  enable  us  to  make,  the  relative  salubrity  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
iiited  States  can  be  clearly  ascertained ;  and  thus  guided  in  the  selection 

military  posts  in  future,  these  papers  become  especially  valuable  in  con- 
deration  of  their  immediate  connexion  with  military  operations.  With 
e  facts  here  iinbodied  belore  him,  no  one  would  for  a  moment  think  of 
lablishing  a  post  amid  such  a  combination  of  local  circumstances  as  exist 

Fort  Gibson. 

In  every  point  of  view,  whether  we  regard  the  importance  of  a  thorough 
«rhap8,  more  properly  speaking,  a  philosophical)  knowledge  of  the  various 
imates  of  our  country,  the  relation  between  these  last  and  disease,  or  the 
ileregting  vital  statistics  of  the  different  military  posts,  embracing  the  le- 
Uur  A  Eif  es,  prinlen. 
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ports  of  thousands  of  cases  of  disease,  in  the  most  regular  and  methodical 
order,  these  papers  arc  valuable  and  important.  Indeed,  the  committee 
are  not  aware  that  the  archives  of  the  world  contain  a  collection  of  facts 
so  numerous  and  essentially  important  in  ascertaining  the  peculiarities  of 
different  climates  and  localities,  and  their  relative  agency  in  the  causation 
of  those  diseases  "which  flesh  is  heir  to." 

The  materials  upon  which  these  reports  are  based  have  until  now  re- 
mained in  chaos  in  the  department.  Through  assiduous  labor  and  exer- 
cise of  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  memorialist,  that  chaos  has  been,  to 
the  extent  of  these  reports,  reduced  to  order.  The  committee,  having  aJso 
examined  a  few  pages  of  the  work,  printed  merely  as  a  specunen  of  its 
execution  in  regard  to  paper,  type,  and  press- work,  express  their  entire 
approbation  in  all  respects. 

Strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  some  remuneration  is  due  to  the 
memorialist  for  the  successful  accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  commit- 
tee, with  this  end  in  view,  as  well  as  to  authorize  the  publication  of  the 
papers  for  more  extensive  usefulness,  herewith  report  a  bill  making  a  spe- 
cific appropriation,  from  estimates  made  at  the  office  of  the  printers  to 
Congress. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


March  9, 1840. 

Snbmitfed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

[  To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  363.  ] 

he  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Jean  BaptUite  ComsaUy  praying  to  be  allou)ed  to  enter  a  trad  of 
landy  make  thefoUomng  report : 

That  it  appears  the  memorialist  claimed  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the 
ririe  of  Cote  Gellee,  in  the  parish  of  Laj&yetle,  State  of  Louisiana,  con- 
ining  484.60  acres,  under  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  f  800,  entitled 
An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  ascertaining  and  ad- 
isling  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
le  district  of  Louisiana:'"  the  first  clause  of  which  is  in  the  following 
ords: 

**That  every  person  or  persons  claiming  a  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  the 
cond  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  who  had 
Hfimenced  an  actual  settlement  on  such  tract  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
'tober,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  had  continued  actually  to  in- 
bit  and  cultivate  the  same,  during  the  term  of  three  years,  fiim  the 
ie  when  such  actual  settlement  had  commenced,  and  prior  to  the  twen- 
th  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  shall  be  considered 
having  made  such  settlement  with  the  permission  of  the  proper  Spanish 
cer,  although  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  such  person  or  persons  to 
^uce  sufficient  evidence  of  such  permission." 

The  memorialist's  claim  was  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board 
commissioners,  in  their  report  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bearing 
^  the  1st  May,  1815,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
►Ted  29th  April,  1816,  and  was  surveyed  on  the  18th  February,  1830, 
nsuant  to  an  order  of  survey  firom  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  of  the 
tte  of  Louisiana. 

U  further  appears  that  on  the  20th  November,  1818,  (after  the  confirm- 
>n  of  the  claim  of  said  Comeau,  but  before  the  final  location  thereof 
the  proper  officers  of  the  Government,)  the  United  States  land  officers 
Opelousas,  in  Louisiana,  sold,  by  legal  subdivisions,  210  acres  of  said 
im  to  one  Jean  Etienne  Lefebvre,  under  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  sec- 
n  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  April,  1814,  granting  a  pre-emp- 
ci  to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the  said  State  ;  and  that  a  final  patent  cer- 
cate  was  issued  to  Lefebvre  for  the  land  thus  sold  him,  on  the  15th  of 
ae,  1829. 
ar  *  Eifci,  printm. 
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It  further  appears,  by  record  evidence,  that  in  the  year  1832  a  suit  was 
brought  in  the  district  court  of  the  fifth  district  of  Louisiana,  by  said  Le- 
febvre,  against  the  memorialist,  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  210  acres  thus 
8oId  him  by  the  United  States ;  and  that  by  a  final  judgment  and  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  said  State,  (where  the  cause  had  been  carried  by 
appeal,)  the  land  was  adjudged  and  decreed  to  Lefebvre,  by  virtue  of  his 
purchase  fi^m  the  United  States. 

In. its  decision  on  this  case, the  Supreme  Court  says :  "  Tfiai  the  defend- 
ant (the  memorialist)  was  entitled  to  the  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  ^  and  am- 
firmed  to  him,  we  do  not  doubt ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  surveying 
department  could  locate  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  depnve  the  plaintif  of 
any  part  of  his  purchase." 

The  memoriaUst,  having  been  thus  deprived,  by  a  sale  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  of  a  portion  of  the  land  previously  confirmed  to  him, 
and  having  exhausted  his  remedy  in  the  courts,  asks  that  he  may  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  a  similar  quantity  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  public 
land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  waited  on  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  latter  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  this  was  a 
claim  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  ;  and  your  com- 
mittee, having  examined  all  the  &cts  in  this  case,  deem  the  claim  a  just 
one,  and  accordingly  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
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TWO  MESSAGES 

FBUH 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COMMUNICATIKG 


VBiianal  correspojideiice  in  relation  to  the  culjustfnent  of  the  nartheastem 
boundary^  and  the  occupation  of  the  disputed  territory. 


January  29, 1840. 

id^aod  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  5,000  additional  ccpies  be  fornished  for  the  use  of  Ckt 

Senate. 

March  9, 1840. 

felted  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  reprinted,  with  the  mes^ 
i^i  reeeiTod  this  day  on  the  same  sabjecf,  and  that  5,000  additional  copies  be  sent  to  the 
mte. 


'otke  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  reference  to  their  resolutions  o^ 
e  17th  instant,  copies  of  two  official  notes  which  have  passed,  subse- 
lently  to  the  date  of  my  message  of  the  22d,  between  the  Secretary  of 
He  and  the  British  minister  at  Washington,  containing  additional  in- 
ination  in  answer  to  the  resolutions  referred  to. 

M.  FAN  BUREN. 
WAsuuroroN,  Jofhiary  29, 1840. 


Mr.  fhx  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  January  26, 1840. 
The  undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Kiister  Plenipotentiary,  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mi.  Forsyth ,  Secretar/ 
State  of  the  United  States,  that,  since  the  date  of  his  last  official  note 
9ie  ISth  instant,  he  has  been  furnished  by  Her  Majesty's  authorities  in 
vth  America  with  more  correct  information  than  he  then  possessed  re- 
cting  certain  reported  movements  of  British  troops  within  the  disputed 
itonr,  which  formed  the  subject  of  a  part  of  that  official  note,  as  well 
of  the  two  official  notes  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
iersigned,  on-  the  24th  of  December,  and  on  the  16th  of  the  present 
nth.  The  same  reported  movements  of  troops  were  referred  to  in  a 
snt  message  from  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
le,  and  also  in  a  published  official  letter,  addressed  by  the  Governor  of 
ina  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  33d  of  December, 
ir  it  JUves,  primers. 


<r^ 
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It  appears,  from  accurate  information  now  in  the 
undersigned,  that  the  Governor  of  Maine,  and,  through  him,  th< 
and  General  Government  of  tlic  United  States,  have  been  misit 
to  the  facts.  In  the  first  place,  no  reinforcement  has  been  mart 
British  post  at  the  Lake  Teraiscouta;  the  oy^/y  change  occu: 
has  been  the  relief  of  a  detachment  of  Her  Majesty's  24th  regi 
detachment  of  6»y  wo/  force  of  the  11th  regiment;  this  force  ofo^ 
being  now  stationed  at  the  Temiscouta  post,  as  it  always  has  h 
necessary  purpose  of  protecting  tlie  stores  and  accommodatioi 
for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  troops,  who  may  be  required,  as 
to  march  by  that  route  to  and  from  the  provinces  of  Canada 
Bmnswick.  In  the  second  place,  tYwno^  true  that  the  British 
extlver  have  built ^  or  are  buildinsr^  barracks  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska  river ;  no  neia  barrac 
fact,  been  built  any  where.  In  the  tliird  place,  Her  Majesty's 
are  not  concentrating  a  military  force  at  the  Grand  Falls ;  the  ss 
force,  of  sixteen  men,  is  now  stationed  at  the  post  of  the  Gi 
which  has  been  stationed  there  for  the  last  twelvemontli-  It  ws 
however,  needless  for  the  undersigned  to  advert  to  this  last  ir 
as  the  post  of  the  Grand  Falls  is  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  dis 
ton^,  and  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  New  Brunswick. 

The  undersigned,  wliile  conveying  the  above  information,  u 
ter  of  fact,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  tak< 
to  repeat,  distinctly,  his  fomier  declaration,  that  there  exists  n 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  authorities  to  infringe  the  terms  ol 
visional  agreements  which  were  entered  into  at  the  begini 
year,  so  long  as  there  is  reason  to  trust  that  the  same  will  b 
adhered  to  by  the  opposite  party.  But,  it  is  ttie  duty  of  the  ui 
at  the  same  time,  clearly  to  state  that  Her  Majesty's  autiioritie 
America,  taking  into  view  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  State 
with  reference  to  the  boundary  question,  will,  as  at  present  ; 
governed  entirely  by  circumstances  in  adopting  such  measures 
and  protection  (whetlier  along  the  confines  of  the  disputed  i 
^cithin  that  portion  of  it  where,  it  has  been  before  explained,  th 
of  Great  Britain,  according  to  the  existing  agreements,  was  u 
terfered  with)  as  may  seem  to  them  necessary  for  guarding  ag) 
promptly  repelling,  the  further  acts  of  hostile  aggression  over  tl 
the  disputed  territory,  which  it  appears  to  be  3ie  avowed  de 
State  of  Maine  sooner  or  later  to  attempt. 

For  the  undersigned  has  to  observe  that,  not  only  is  the  ezt 
tern  of  oucroachment,  which  was  denounced  and  remonstrated 
the  undersigned  in  his  official  note  of  the  2d  of  last  Novambc 
lied  on  and  persisted  in  by  armed  bands,  emploved  by  the  ini 
Mame,  in  the  districts  above  the  Aroostook  and  ^ish  nveny  bo 
as  above  stated,  of  a  character  yet  more  violent  and  obnozioiu  tt 
of  Great  Britain,  and  more  dangerous  to  the  preservation  of  t 
peace,  are  with  certainty  meditated  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  j 
existence  of  such  designs  has  for  months  past  been  a  matter  ol 
by  public  report  Those  designs  were  plainly  indicated  in  i 
message  of  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  the  Legislature  of  the  SlaftB 
are  avowed  in  more  explicit  terms  in  the  letter  addressed  to  ths 
C'f  the  United  Stales  by  tlie  Governor  of  Maine  on  the  21st  ot  1 


3  ;  [  S«€  :] 

which  letter  has,  within  the  last  few  dajrs,  been  communicated  to  Con- 
gress and  published. 

The  undersigned,  it  is  true,  has  been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  his  note  of  the  16th  instant,  that  the  General  Government  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  disposition  of  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  adhere  to  the  exist- 
ing arrangements,  and  to  avoid  all  acts  tending  to  render  more  difficult 
and  distant  the  final  adjustment  of  the  boundary  question.  But,  in  fede 
of  the  above  clear  indications  of  the  intentions  of  Maine,  as  given  out  by 
the  parties  themselves,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  given  to  the  under- 
signed any  adequate  assurance  that  Maine  will  be  constrained  to  desist 
from  carrying  those  intentions  into  effect,  if,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of 
the  General  Government,  the  Legislature  or  the  Executive  of  the  State 
should  think  fit  to  make  the  attempt. 

The  undersigned  not  only  preserves  the  hope,  but  he  entertains  the  firm 
belief,  that  if  the  duty  of  negotiating  the  boundary  question  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  two  national  Governments,  to  whom  alone  of  right  it  belongs, 
the  difficulty  of  conducting  the  negotiation  to  an  amicable  issue  will  not 
be  found  so  great  as  has  been  by  many  persons  apprehended.  But  the  case 
will  become  wholly  altered  if  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maine,  who, 
though  interested  in  the  result,  are  not  charged  with  the  negotiation,  shall 
attempt  to  interrupt  it  by  violence. 

Her  Majesty's  authorities  in  North  America  have,  on  their  part,  no  de- 
■iie  or  intention  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  the  pending  negotiation,  by 
an  exertion  of  military  force ;  but  they  will,  as  at  present  advised,  consult 
their  own  discretion  in  adopting  the  measures  of  defence  that  may  be  ren- 
doed  necessary  by  the  threats  of  a  violent  interruption  to  the  neeotiationy 
which  have  been  used  by  all  parties  in  Maine,  and  which  the  undersigned 
legiets  to  find  confirmed  by  the  language  (as  above  referred  to)  employ^ 
by  the  highest  official  authority  in  that  State. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  theSecre- 
tvy  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  con- 
aderation. 

H.  S.  POX. 

Hon.  John  Fobistth,  ^t..  i^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Forsyth  to  Afr.  Pox. 

Department  of  Statb, 

Washington,  January  28, 1840. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor 
Id  i^y»  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the 
Mh  instant,  by  Mr.  Fox,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tny  of  Great  Britain. 

The  President  derives  great  satisfaction  firom  the  information  conveyed 
liy  Mr.  Fox's  note,  that,  witli  reference  to  the  reported  movements  of  British 
tioops  within  the  territory  in  dispute,  no  actual  change  has  taken  place  in 
dM  attitude  of  Her  Majesty's  authorities  in  the  territory,  since  the  arrange- 
laentB  entered  into  by  the  two  Governments,  at  the  commencement  of  last 
jear,  for  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  within  its  limits ;  and  fiom  his 
assurances  that  there  exists  no  intention  on  the  part  oi  Hei  "ii^^^^^Vj^^ 


^ ^  .-u^'  ihe  tenns  of  those  arrangements,  so  long  as  the;/ 

"^""  .>c  •  .♦.:  on  the  side  of  the  United  States.     The  President, 

.,    V*   :^"ffvs«  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the   British  colonial 

^.3^   ,   ;\.\.:\:raver  motives  than  the  possibility  of  a  departure 

r  ,..«,.^>-r:o:i:s  referred  to  by  the  State  of  JVIaiue,  should  take  upon 

..\.^      .^  .'.  i.M.rt*iion,  and  along  with  it  the  fearful  responsibility  of 

.    v:\:uoiioes,  of  being  guided  by  circumstances,  liable  as  these 

...     •.    ...vijir^^honded  and  misjudged,  in  the  adoption,  witliin  the dis- 

.^.;^s   t  •   .:% Vol'  measures  of  defence  and  precaution,  in  manifest  viola- 

...,.     .     N.-  .:;ulcrsia!uiing  between  tlie  two  Cfumtries,  whenever  tliey  may 

v.vs,  .V   ./:a:  acts  of  hostile  aggression  over  the  disputed  territory  are 

•wv  .i;oi  or  threatened  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maine.   The  President 

u    V.  >ui  hojv  tliat,  when  Her  Majesty's  Cioverninent  at  home  shall  be 

.H-i'i  -v\l  of  the  position  assumed  in  this  regard  by  its  colonial  agenis 

;nvivr  iitoi^  will  be  taken  to  place  tlie  performance  of  express  and  solemn 

jjjrtviuonls  upon  a  more  secure  basis  than  colonial  discretion,  to  be  exer- 

v\>«xl  on  apprehended  disregard  of  such  agreements  on  the  part  of  the 

^kuto  o(  Maine. 

U  is  gratifying  to  tlie  President  to  j)erceive  that  Mr.  Fox  entertains  the 
tinu  lH?lief  that  tlie  difficulty  of  conducting  to  an  amicable  issue  the 
landing  negotiation  lor  the  adjustment  of  the  question  of  boundary  is 
not  si>  great  as  has  by  many  persons  been  apprehended.  As,  under  a  cor- 
R'sixmding  conviction,  the  United  States  have,  with  a  view  to  the  final 
settlement  of  that  exciting  question,  submitted  a  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  (iovermnent,  the  President  hopes  that  the  ' 
sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Fox  have  their  foundation  in  an  expectation  I 
of  his  havnig  it  in  his  power,  at  an  early  day,  to  communicate  to  this 
Uovernment  a  result  of  the  deliberations  had  by  that  of  Her  Britamiic  Ma- 
jesty upon  the  proi)osition  alluded  to,  which  will  present  the  prosjiectofa 
prompt  and  satisfactory  settlement,  and  which,  when  known  by  the  State 
of  Maine,  will  put  an  end  to  all  grounds  of  apprehensions  of  intentions  or 
disposition  on  her  part  to  adopt  any  measures  calculated  to  embarrass  'he 
negotiation,  or  to  involve  a  departure  from  the  provisional  arrangennenls. 
In  the  existence  of  those  arrangements  the  United  States  behold  an 
earnest  of  the  mutual  desire  of  the  two  Cjlovernments  to  divest  a  question, 
abounding  in  causes  of  deep  and  growing  excitement,  of  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  the  asperity  and  hostile  feeling  it  is  calculated  to  engender;  but 
unless  attended  with  the  most  scnipulous  observance  of  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  their  previsions,  it  would  prove  but  one  more  cause,  added  to  the 
many  already  prevailing,  of  enmity  and  discord.  Mr.  Fox  has  already 
been  made  the  channel  of  conveyance  to  his  G<ivernment  of  tlic  desiff 
and  determination  of  the  President  that  the  obligations  of  this  comtrf 
shall  be  faithfully  discharged ;  that  desire  is  prompted  by  a  sense  of  expe- 
diency, as  well  as  of  justice,  and  by  an  anxious  wish  to  preser^T  tlie  ami- 
cable relations  now,  so  manifestly  for  the  advantage  of  boili,  siihsisfln?  ^ 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  | 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  For    f. 
assuronces  of  his  distinguished  consideration.  ? 

JOHiN  FORSYTH. 
Henry  S.  Fox,  E^sq.,  ^x.  ($*c.  t^Y. 
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1»  Ae  Senate : 

In  addition  to  information  already  communicated,  in  compliance  with 
ic  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th  January  last,  I  Uiink  it  proper  to 
BOisimt  to  the  Stnate  copies  of  two  letters,  with  enclosures,  since  received  ' 
om  the  Governor  of  Maine ;  and  of  a  correspondence  relative  thereto  be- 
reen  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  minister. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  9,  1840. 


Executive  Department, 

AiAgvsta^  February  16, 1840. 

Sir:  A  communication  from  Mr.  Pox,  the  British  minister,  to  Mr. 
"orsyth,  Secretar>'^  of  State,  under  date  of  January  26,  contains  the  fol- 
)wing  statement : 

**  It  appears,  from  accurate  infonnation,  now  in  possession  of  the  under- 
igned,  that  the  Governor  of  Maine,  and,  through  him,  the  President  and 
■eneral  Government  of  the  United  States,  have  been  misinformed  as  to 
he  Acts.  In  the  first  place,  no  reinforcement  has  been  marched  to  the 
Iridsh  post,  at  the  Lake  Temiscouta  ;  the  o/i/y  clvange  occurring  there  has 
leen  the  relief  of  a  detachment  of  Her  Majesty's  24th  regiment,  by  a  de- 
achment  of  e(funl  force  of  the  11th  regiment;  this  force  of  one  compamf 
ydng  now  stationed  at  the  Temiscouta  post,  as  it  al-ioays  has  been^ht  thte 
lecessary  purpose  of  protecting  the  stores  and  accommodations  provided 
or  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  who  may  be  required,  as  heretofore,  to 
BBich  by  that  route  to  and  from  the  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wck.  In  the  second  place,  it  is  not  true  that  the  British  authorities  either 
lave  built,  or  are  building,  barracks  on  both  sides  of  the  St.  John's  river, 
)r  at  the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska  river ;  no  new  barracks  /uzve^  i?i  factj 
ieen  built  anywhere.^^ 

This  statement  has  been  read  by  the  citizens  of  this  State  with  the 
most  pro&nnd  astonishment.  And  however  high  may  be  the  source  from 
vhich  it  emanate-s,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  the  language  of  that' 
fiigh  functionary, that  '*  it  is  not  tme  ;"  though  in  justice  to  him,  I  should 
idd,  that  he  has,  undoubtedly,  been  misinformed.  Though  this  State,  ini 
the  vindication  of  her  ric^hts  and  maintenance  of  her  interests  relative  to 
her  territorial  boundary,  from  past  experience,  had  no  reason  to  expect  any' 
material  admissions  of  the  tnith  on  the  part  of  the  British  authorities,  she 
"^wnot  prepared  to  meet  such  a  positive  and  unqualified  denial  of  jfacts 
••the  foregoing  exhibits,  especially  of  facts  so  easily  susceptible  of  proof. 
TVi  **accw/icfry"  of  the  infonnation  alleged  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
™8iiter,  is  only  equalled  by  the  justice  of  thp  pretensions  heretofore  set 
^in  regard  to  title. 

But,  not  to  be  bandying  assertions  where  proof  is  abundant,  I  deem  il 
'"y  dntf  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  the  depositions  of  a  number  of 
^'^tiemen,  citizens  of  this  State,  of  great  respectability,  and  whose  state- 
"^^Ots  are  entitled  to  the  most  implicit  confidence. 

"Tbc^c  depositions  abundantly  prove  that  up  to  May  last,  nearly  two ' 
!®*lAs  subsequent  to  the  arrangement  entered  into  through  the  mediation 

CtejBeral  Scott,  no  troops  whatever  were  stationed  at  Temiscotita  like: 
^^  in  August,  September,  and  October,  the  number  did  not'  exceed ' 
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twenty-five,  while  now  it  has  been  increased  to  about  two  hundred;  that 
prior  to  May  no  barracks  had  been  erected  at  Temiscouta,  but  that  since 
that  time  two  have  been  built  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  besides  some 
five  or  six  other  buildings,  apparently  adapted  to  the  establishment  of 
a  permanent  military  post;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  two  or  more 
biiildings  for  barracks,  and  other  military  purposes ;  that,  though  no  new 
barracks  have  been  erected  at  Madawaska,  certain  buildings  heretofore 
erected  have  been  engaged  for  use  as  such;  that  a  road  has  been  con- 
structed connecting  the  military  post  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the  lake;  a 
tow-path  made  the  whole  length  of  tlie  Madawaska  river ;  the  road  fiom 
the  head  of  the  lake  to  the  military  post  at  the  river  Des  Loups  thoroughly 
repaired ;  transport  boats  built,  &c.  <kc. 

I  would  fiirther  inform  your  excellency  that  an  agent  has  been  de- 
spatched to  Temiscouta  and  Madawaska  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  ex- 
act Information  of  the  state  of  things  there  at  the  present  moment;  but, 
having  incidentally  found  some  evidence  of  the  state  of  things  prior  to 
November  last,  I  have  thought  best  to  forward  it  without  delay,  for  the 
purpose  of  disabusing  the  Government  and  the  country  of  the  errors  into 
which  they  may  have  been  led  by  the  communication  before  alluded  to. 
The  report  of  the  agent  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  received,  which 
may  not  be  short  of  two  weeks. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  only  to  repeat  my  official  call  upon 
the  General  Government  for  the  protection  of  this  State  from  invasion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 

Governor  of  Maine- 

Mis  Excellency  M.  Van  Buren, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


Augusta,  February  II,  ISift 
Having  just  returned  from  Temiscouta  lake,  where  I  have  been  oa  pri- 
vate business,  and  being  requested  by  the  Governor  to  communicate  such 
&cts  as  have  fallen  under  my  observation  while  there,  I  depose  and  say: 
That  the  Provincial  authorities  have,  the  past  season,  erected  extensiw 
military  works  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  others  near  the  foot  of  the  lake, 
beside  the  Madawaska  river,  tliat  are  just  completed.  The  eiectioiittt 
this  last  station  consist  of  barracks,  sufficient  tor  some  four  hundred  men, 
and  a  storehouse,  in  charge  of  eight  men.  At  tlie  liead  of  the  lake  theie 
are  some  eight  or  ten  buildings  (t\vo  of  which  are  large)  two  stories  h^r 
and  furnishing  quarters  for  some  four  to  six  hundred  men.  A  stockalto 
of  timbers,  to  enclose  these  works,  has  been  commenced,  two  or  thiee  haa* 
dred  feet  of  which,  as  I  should  judge,  have  been  completed.  Aioad,coo- 
necting  these  posts,  has  been  constructed  the  past  season,  a  distance  of 
about  sixteen  miles.  I  was  at  the  stations  above  referred  to  in  May  Jut 
At  the  post  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  there  were  then  no  barracks  and  ne 
men ;  at  the  other  there  were  some  French  laborers,  just  commenciu  A* 

Sost,  but  no  soldiers  had  then  anived ;  but  now  about  two  hundred  eol- 
iers,  as  I  was  informed  when  there,  (and  I  should  judge  there  was  M 
number  from  the  appearance  of  the  camp,)  are  stationed  at  this  place,  un- 
der the  coauuand  of  Major  Chambri. 

PHINEAS  tarnul 


Cted^l  I 


r,8s.    jR?firwflrryll,1840. 

B  above  Phineas  Varnum  made  oath  that  this  deposition,  by  him 
f  is  true. 
Before  me, 

ALPHEUS  LYON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  of  Maine,  Secretary's  Office, 

Aufi^ta,  Februarif  12,  1840. 

certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  deposit- 
office. 
Attest : 

PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 


as  Bartlett,of  Orono,do  depose  and  say:  That  in  August,  A.  D, 
5  in  the  employ  of  the  State  of  Maine,  by  direction  of  Colonel 
t  from  Fort  Fairfield  to  Quebec,  by  the  way  of  Lake  Temis- 
a  the  British  mail  route,  to  purchase  supplies  for  the  force  at 
At  the  foot  of  Lake  Temiscouta  there  were,  in  progress  of 
id  nearly  completed,  two  buildings,  designed,  as  I  was  informed 
atractor,  for  quartering  a  British  military  force.  The  officers' 
as  a  building  thirty  feet  by  twenty,  according  to  my  recoUec- 
light  have  been  larger.  That  for  soldiers,  I  was  informed  by 
;tor,  was  seventy  feet  by  about  thirty.  At  the  head  of  said  lak« 
four  buildings,  some  of  which  had  been  then  very  recently  fin- 
the  others  in  progress  of  erection.  These  buildings  were  as 
z :  quarters  for  officers,  about  forty  feet  by  thirty  feet ;  quarters 
I  in  two  buildings,  each  seventy  feet  by  about  thirty  feet ;  and 
ary  house.  At  that  same  time  they  were  preparing  the  founda- 
oat-house  of  large  dimensions,  by  excavating  the  bank  of  the 
3re  were  also  upon  the  lake  three  Government  transport-boats, 
►le  of  carrying  fitty  men.  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  hold- 
civil  and  military  commission  under  the  British  Government, 
reffoing  establishments  were  erected  by  the  British  authorities 
then  present  season.   > 

ras  stationed  at  the  head  of  the  lake  a  small  detachment  of  eight 
men  fiom  the  24th  British  regiment,  under  the  command  of  a 
'  sergeant  A  surgeon  and  commissary  were  attached  to  the 
ity.  The  quarters  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  were  built  of  round 
wn  upon  the  inside  in  a  substantial  but  coarse  manner.  Those 
i  of  the  lake  were  neatly  constnicted  of  hewn  timber,  with  a 
y(j  and  painted.  I  think,  when  I  went  to  duebec,  they  were 
K>n  all  the  buildings,  both  at  the  foot  and  head  of  the  lake ;  but 
turned,  which  was  in  September,  some  of  the  buildings  were 
pleted.  A  road  was  at  that  time  being  made  firom  the  post  at 
SrLakc  Temiscouta  to  the  fells  near  the  mouth  of  the  Maaawas- 
ff  contract  with  the  British  Government,  or  rather  with  Mr. 
an,  the  late  warden  of  the  disputed  territory.  I  passed  over  a 
said  road,  which  had  then  been  recently  made,     it  was  a  well 
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made,  permanent  road.  My  information,  in  relation  to  this  load,  was  ac- 
quired from  the  contractors,  who  were  at  work  upon  it  with  their  sefeni 
crews  of  men. 

THOMAS  BARTLETT. 

Penobscot,  ss.     Febrtxary  10, 1840. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

SAMUEL  CONY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

State  op  Maine, 

Secretary's  Ofite. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  deposit* 
ed  in  this  office. 

Attest  \ 

PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Bangor,  February  12, 1840. 
I,  Mark  Little,  of  Bangor,  in  tiie  State  of  Maine,  depose  and  say :  That  in 
October  last  I  was  at  the  Teiniscouta  lake,  in  wtiat  is  called  the  disputed 
territory,  having  been  sent  there  upon  public  business  by  Charles  Jarvis, 
Esq.,  provisional  land  agent  for  the  State  of  Maine.  At  the  head  of  the 
lake,  upon  the  westerly  side,  there  was  then  stationed  a  part  of  one  com- 

ay  of  British  troops — say  not  exceeding  twenty-five  in  number.  Thef 
been  at  that  place,  as  I  was  then  and  there  informed,  since  the  month 
of  June  preceding ;  they  had,  apparently,  a  year's  supply  of  provisions  fa 
two  hundred  men.  I  learned  from  them  that  they  were  the  first  that  had 
ever  been  stationed  there,  and  that  their  force  was  to  be  increased  la  two 
hundred  men.  They  had,  among  other  officers,  a  surgeon,  commiwnri 
and  barrack-master.  They  had  there  erected  two  buildings,  of  timber,  ifc 
barracks,  each  eighty  feet  long  by  thirty  feet  wide,  and  two  stories  h^;- 
one  building  for  officers'  quarters,  and  one  for  the  commissanr  dqpvt^ 
ment,  besides  a  number  of  smaller  ones.  They  had  also  built  6iir  gun- 
boats  for  the  navigation  of  the  lake,  each  capable  of  holding  from  twenty 
to  thirty  men. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  lake  and  head  of  Madawaska  river,  the  Plofia- 
cial  autliorities  have  erected  two  buildings,  of  timber,  for  barracks,  capa- 
ble of  holding  from  three  to  four  hundred  men,  and  one  building  fcr a 
storehouse.  There  was  a  quantity  of  supplies,  and  one  man  only  at  that 
time  in  charge. 

The  Provincial  authorities  have  also  made  a  tow-path  the  whole  leiigth 
of  the  Madawaska,  lor  the  better  navigation  of  that  river.  They  have  aw 
made  a  road,  leading  from  the  barracks  at  the  head  of  the  river,  to  the  ba^ 
racks  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  distance  about  twenty  miles  ;  to  be  contiB- 
ued  next  year,  as  I  was  there  informed,  to  the  St  John's,  distance  ibovt 
thirty  miles.  They  liave  also  made  extensive  repairs  on  the  road  laadiof^ 
from  the  barracks,  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  to  their  military  poat  at  the  '  ~ 


^p«.  distance  about  thirty-six  miles— one-half  of  it  in  the  State  oTi 

k    Ah  this  ha3  been  done  within  the  last  year. 

eir  buildings  are  of  a  permanent  character.    The  position  at  the  head  \ 

lake  is  a  commanding  one ;  and  I  was  informed,  while  there,  that  it  ] 

1  contemplation  to  surround  their  works  with  a  stockade,  and  make  , 

lODR  military  post 

Rladawaska  settlement  they  have  engaged  a  coujde  of  houses  for  tha*  ^ 

ion  of  troops,  and  two  men  there  in  charge. 

MARK  LITTLE. ; 

B8COT,  88.    Bangor y  Febnuuy  13, 1840. 

en  personally  appeared  Mark  Litde,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  oCIi 
wve  statement,  by  him  signed  before  me.  h¥,l 

GUSTAVUS  G.  CUSHMAN,  I 

Judge  of. the  Police  Cofurtfor         \Um 
the  city  of  nangor. 

State  op  Maine,  Secretary's  Office, 

Avgvstay  February  15, 1840. 

erebjr  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  on  file 
s  office. 

Attest  r 

PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 

m 

4\ 


Department  of  State,        tfj . 
Washington,  February  27, 1840.  '•>! 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  at  this  department, 
ir  excellency's  letter  to  the  President,  of  the  15th  instant,  enclosing 
depositions  of  citizens  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  certain  movements  of; 
h  troops  in  the  disputed  territory.     The  depositions  have  been  in- 
lly  communicated  to  the  British  minister,  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
who  desires  me  to  apprize  your  excellency  of  his  intention  to  cause 
ieial  communication  to  be  addressed  to  the  minister  on  the  subject  ' 
m  as  the  report  of  the  agent  despatched  by  your  order  to  Temis- 
and  Madawaska,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  exact  information  as  tp._ 
esent  state  of  things  there,  shall  have  been  received.  '"' 

ive  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  '    • 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Excellency  Joiix  Fairfield,  ' 

Governor  of  Maine.  * 


Executive  Department,  ^^  ^ 

•     Augusta,  February  27, 1840.  ^\\ 
:  Having  received  the  report  of  Benjamin  Wiggin,  Eso.,  the  ageni 
d  to  in  my  last  communication,  despatched  by  nxe  to  the  dispated 
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territory  to  obtain  exact  information  of  British  military  movements  in  that 
quarter,  and  of  the  existing  state  of  things,  I  hasten  to  lay  the  samebefine 
you,  accompanied  by  his  plan  of  the  British  military  post  at  the  head  of 
Lake  Temiscouta.  It  will  be  perceived  that  it  goes  to  confirm,  in  every 
essential  particular,  the  evidence  already  forwarded  in  the  depositions  w 
Messrs.  Vamum,- Bartlett,  and  Little,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  the  state- 
ment contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth  under  date  of  2Mi 
of  January  last. 

The  course  thus  clearly  proved  to  have  been  pursued  by  the  British 
Government  upon  the  disputed  territory  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
arrangement  heretofore  subsisting,  and  evinces  any  thing  but  a  disposi- 
tion to  submit  to  an  amicable  termination  of  the  question  relating  to  the 
boundary. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  citizens  of  Maine  are  awaiting  with  deep 
solicitude  that  action  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  which  shall 
vindicate  the  national  honor,  and  bo  fulfilling,  in  part,  a  solenm  obligation 
to  a  member  of  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD, 

Got^emor  of  Maine. 

His  Excellency  M.  Van  Buren, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  Governor  of  Maine : 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report,  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
commission  of  the  6th  instant,  he  proceeded  immediately  to  the  St  John's 
river,  Temiscouta  lake,  &c.,  and  ascertained,  by  actual  observation,  the 
following  facts : 

That  twenty -two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Fish  river,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  St.  John's,  and  nearly  opposite  the  Madawaska  river,  a  house 
has  been  fitted  up  for  barracks,  and  is  rented  by  the  English  Goveminent 
for  that  purpose,  though  no  troops  are  there  at  present;  it  is  built  of  hewa 
timber,  two  stories  high,  about  sixty  feet  long  and  thirty  wide ;  it  has 
bunks  prepared  now  for  one  hundred  men ;  it  is  now  in  charge  of  one  man 
only.  From  thence  he  followed  up  the  Madawaska  river,  observing  the 
tow-path  on  its  east  bank,  which  has  been  made  and  repaired  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  under  contracts  given  out  by  James  A.  Maclauchlan, 
Esq.,  of  New  Brunswick,  the  gentleman  who  has  heretofore  assumed  to 
act  as  warden  of  the  disputed  territory.    This  work  was  accomplished  the 

Set  season.  The  length  corresponds  with  that  of  the  east  side  of  the 
adawaska  river,  which  is  about  twenty-six  miles  long. 
Two  miles  and  a  half  below  the  foot  of  the  Temiscouta  lake,  on  the 
west  bank'  of  the  Madawaska  river,  the  English  erected,  early  last  summer, 
a  barrack,  about  eighty  feet  long  and  thirty  wide,  and  two  small  out-build- 
ings. At  this  post  there  are  now  stationed  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  aud 
five  private  soldiers,  of  company  No.  3, 11th  regiment,  in  the  English  ser- 
vice, where  they  have  been  since  about  the  1st  of  Januarv  last  Netf 
this  point  commences  a  road,  connecting  it  with  the  English  works  next 
descnbed,  built  the  past  season,  under  contracts  given  out  by  said  Mic- 
lauchlan^  for  the  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  ten  of  which  are  folly  com* 
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11  lii^l 

(laiiiing  six  nearly.  That  littoen  niiios  fnm\  i\\^  (kx>X  of 
in  its  west  side,  the  English  have  or^Mixl  oiirht  IniiKl- 
br  soldiers,  officers*  quarters,  an  liospitaL  a  m;ura7.im\  a 
commissary's  house,  all  of  which  aiv  sumMiniKnl  by 
ks, and  stockades  on  three  sides;  the  fourth  is  not  tnlly 
ccurate  plan  of  all  these  works  accomjvinies  this  n*jx>ru 
ilarly  referred  to. 

ambri,  the  commander  at  this  fort,  who  was  first  infomi- 
id  cause  of  the  inquiries,  and  from  liis  oHicers,  the  foU 
ascertained : 

lere  stationed  by  the  Government  of  the  Canadas,  hav- 
irnnand  one  company  of  grenadier  soldiers,  numberini^ 
meny  of  the  11th  regiment,  and  one  light  company  {ihvi 
nent,  numbering  about  ninety  men — in  all,  one  hiui- 
-five,  not  including  officers  commissioned  or  servants, 
officers  are,  Major  Chambri,  Captain  Wallington,  Lieu- 
.  Gould,  and  Ensign  Tobuu.  Tlint  the  barracks  won^ 
spring,  and  some  of  the  buildings  are  still  nnfinishiMi. 
liers  were  stationed  here  in  June  last,  comprising  a  ser- 
id  ten  men  of  the  24th  regiment;  and  in  November  fol- 
|)any  of  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  take  their  plai'o,  ami 
t  of  January  last  they  were  reinforced  by  said  3d  com- 
oad  fix)m  these  barracks  to  the  river  Des  lioups  has  been 
I  the  past  season — distance  about  thirty -six  miles, 
i  undersigned  ascertained  that  the  Knglish  have  built  at 
a  number  of  large  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  also  k(M»l- 
ich  will  serve  to  carry  fifty  men,  and  the  flat-bottomed 
port  safely  heavy  ordnance.  Outside  the  defenc(?H  thn 
3athouse  and  storehouse. 

his  fort  are  calculated  to  be  a  sure  defence  against  ariil- 
•u,  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  plan  armexed. 
most  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  WKiCilN. 
Ptbruary  2ri,  1840. 

State  of  Maixe,  Secrktahv^h  Ofkick, 

Autnista,  h\in-uary  27,  \HM). 

r,that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  def>r;«i' 

Attest :  PHILIP  C.  JOHNSr>N, 

^rrHnnj  of  SMe. 


ilr.  Forsyth  t'f  Mr.  Fox. 

DfcpAKTXEST  t.y  Statr- 
'*sof  the  Pre^idirr.*..  tr.-*:  \:A^s.r:.^.  y,^:*r%rf  o1  Stt( 

Xeitiary  of  Gr^:  Br.--i,r..  v.*  ^.v.v»ir:  'yyj^'^  * 
^  <rf  the  Sasfe  of  Ma^^  -,  y  vjt  i^^i  v,Kir3c-*«fc 


)  and  the  remaining  six  nearly.  That  fifteen  miles  from  the  foot  of 
Bouta  lake,  on  its  west  side,  the  English  have  erected  eight  biiild- 
B  barracks  for  soldiers,  officers'  quarters,  an  hospital,  a  magazine,  a 
Diisc,  and  a  commissary's  house,  all  of  which  are  surrounded  by 
I,  breastworks,  and  stockades  on  three  sides ;  the  fourth  is  not  fully 
ited.  An  accurate  plan  of  all  these*  works  accompanies  this  report, 
there  particularly  referred  to. 

m  Major  Chambri,  the  commander  at  this  fort,  who  was  first  inform- 
the  object  and  cause  of  the  inquiries,  and  from  his  officers,  the  fol- 
{ fiwjts  were  ascertained : 

he  was  there  stationed  by  the  Government  of  the  Canadas,  hav- 
der  his  command  one  company  of  grenadier  soldiers,  numbering 
•ighty-five  men,  of  the  11th  regiment,  and  one  light  company  (the 
'  same  regiment,  numbering  about  ninety  men — in  all,  one  hun- 
id  seventy-five,  not  including  officers  commissioned  or  servants, 
les  of  the  officers  are,  Major  Chambri,  Captain  Wallington,  Lieu- 
Its  Bloss  and  Gould,  and  Ensign  Tobun.  That  the  barracks  were 
nenced  last  spring,  and  some  of  the  buildings  are  still  unfinished. 
:  the  first  soldiers  were  stationed  here  in  June  last,  comprising  a  ser- 
t,  corporal,  and  ten  men  of  the  24th  regiment;  and  in  November  fol- 

S,  said  company  of  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  take  their  place,  and 
>out  the  1st  of  January  last  they  were  reinforced  by  said  3d  com- 
.  That  the  road  firom  tliese  barracks  to  the  river  Des  Lotips  has  been 
i  and  repaired  the  past  season — distance  about  thirty-six  miles, 
addition,  the  undersigned  ascertained  that  the  English  have  built  at 
Temiscouta  a  number  of  large  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  also  keel- 
I,  each  of  which  will  serve  to  carry  fifty  men,  and  the  flat-bottomed 
I  would  transport  safely  heavy  ordnance.  Outside  the  defences  the 
lish  have  a  boathouse  and  storehouse. 

he  works  at  this  fort  are  calculated  to  be  a  sure  defence  against  artil- 
and  light'Omis^  as  will  more  fully  appear  from  plan  annexed. 
[1  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  WIGGIN. 
UGUSTA,  Me.,  February  27, 1840. 

State  of  Maine,  Secretary's  Office, 

Augvsta^  February  27, 1840. 

hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  depos- 
in  this  office. 

Attest:  PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Departmeptt  op  State, 

WashiTtgtottj  March  6, 1840. 
y  the  directions  of  the  President,  the  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State 
le  United  States,  communicates  to  Mr.  Fox,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
ister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  report 
e  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine  by  the  agent  commissionect  on 
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the  part  of  the  authorities  of  that  State  to  ascertain  the  juecise  chanoor 
and  extent  of  the  occupation  of  parts  of  the  disputed  temtory  by  Uoopicf 
HerlBritannic  Majesty,  and  of  the  buildings  and  other  public  works  cob- 
stnicted  for  their  use  and  accommodation. 

By  that  report,  and  the  three  depositions  which  the  undersigned  infixm- 
allyconununicated  to  Mr.  Fox  a  few  days  since,  hcAvill  perceive  that  then 
must  be  some  extraordinary  misapprehension,  on  his  part,  of  the  fiuUs  in 
relation  to  the  occupation  by  British  troops  of  portions  of  the  disputed  tv- 
xitory.  The  statements  contained  in  these  documents,  and  that  given  by 
Mr.  Fox  in  his  note  of  the  20th  of  January  last,  exhibit  a  striking  disciep- 
ancy  as  to  the  number  of  troops  now  in  the  territory,  as  compared  wiUi 
those  who  were  in  it  when  the  arrangement  between  Governor  Fairfidd 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  Harvey  was  agreed  upon ;  and  also  as  to  Ibe 

S resent  and  former  state  of  the  buildings  there.  The  extensive  accommo- 
ations  prepared  and  preparing,  at  an  old  and  at  new  stations ;  the  woiis 
finished,  and  in  the  course  of  construction,  on  the  land  and  on  the  waler, 
are  not  in  harmony  Avith  the  assurance  that  the  only  object  is  the  pmer- 
vation  of  a  few  unimportant  buildings  and  storehouses,  for  the  tempomy 
protection  of  the  number  of  tmops  Her  Majesty's  ordinary  service  can  re- 
quire to  pass  on  the  road  from  New  Bninswick  to  Canada. 

The  undersigned  will  abstain  from  any  remarks  upon  these  contradk- 
tory  statements,  until  Mr.  Fox  shall  have  had  an  opportimity  to  obtain  the 
means  of  fully  explaining  them.  How  essential  it  is  that  this  should  be 
promptly  done,  and  that  the  steps  necessary  to  a  faithful  observance  od 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  colonial  authorities  of  the  existing  agreements 
between  the  two  Governments  should  be  immediately  taken,  Mr.  Fox  can- 
not &il  fully  to  understand. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Fox 
assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Henry  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  c^c.  tVc.  ^c. 


Mr.  Foj:  to  Mi\  Forayth. 

Washington,  March  7, 1840. 

The  undersigned,  Her  Britannic  ^lajesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  ani 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  lias  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptof  the 
official  note,  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secl^ 
tary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  to  which  is  annexed  the  copy  of  a  report 
from  Mr.  Benjamin  Wiggin,  an  figent  employed  by  the  State  of  Maine  tt> 
visit  the  British  military  post  at  Lake  Temiscouta,  and  in  which  reference 
is  made  to  other  papers  upon  the  same  subject,  which  were  informaltf 
communicated  to  the  undersigned,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  a  few  days  before; 
and  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  is -called  by  Mr.  Forsyth  to  different 
points  upon  which  the  infonnation  contained  in  the  said  papers  is  con- 
sidered to  be  materially  at  variance  with  that  which  was  conveyed  to  the 
United  States  (joverimient,  by  the  undersigned,  in  his  official  note  of  the 
26th  of  last  January. 

The  undersigned  had  already  been  made  acquainted,  by  the  Liealenanl 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  with  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Wiggin*s 
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tit  to  tke  miUtaay  post  at  Lake  Temiscouta,  where  the  officer  in  com- 
md  Terjr  properly  furnished  to  Mr.  Wigffin  the  requisite  intormation 
OA  all  mattem  connected  with  the  British  station,  which  he  ai^)eared 
■faous  to  inanire  about. 

Tbm  idlegea  points  of  Tariance,  after  deducting  what  is  fanciful  and 
njjectural  in  tne  reports  now  produced,  and  after  comparing  what  is 
m  sMed,  in  contradiction  to  other  reports  before  produced  from  the 
Doe  quarters,  do  not  appear  to  the  undersigned  to  be,  by  any  means,  so 
iterial  as  they  seem  to  have  been  considered  by  the  Government  of  the 
liftid  States.  The  British  military  detachment  stationed  at  Lake  Temis- 
Bta^  which  the  agents  employed  by  the  State  of  Maine  had,  in  the  first 
nance,  with  sin^lar  exaggeration,  represented  as  amounting  to  two  re- 
taeatSj  is  now  discovered  by  the  same  parties  to  amount  to  one  hundred 
idaeventy-five  men,  which,  instead  of  two  regiments,  is  something  less 
an  two  companies.  It  is  indeed  true,  should  such  a  point  be  considered 
31th  diw^ussing,  that  the  undersigned  might  have  used  a  more  techni- 
Vtf  correct  exporession  in  his  note  of  the  26th  of  January,  if  he  had 
Had' die  detachment  in  question  to  consist  of  from  one  to  two  compa- 
es,  instead  of  stating  it  to  consist  of  one  company.  But  a  detachment 
^Her  Majesty's  troops  has  been  stationed  at  the  Lake  Temiscouta,  from 
me  to  time,  ever  since  the  winter  of  ISST-'SS,  when  the  necessity 
ose  fiom  marching  reinforcements  by  that  route  from  New  Brunswick 
I  Canada;  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  a  temporary  right  of  using  that 
Hits  for  the  same  purpose  was  expressly  reserved  to  Great  Britain  in  the 
lovisional  agreement  entered  into  at  the  beginning  of  last  year. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  true,  that  the  stationing  of  a  military  force  at  the 
ake  Temiscouta  is  a  new  measure  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  author- 
ies ;  neither  is  it  true  that  that  measure  has  been  adopted  for  other  pur* 
OSes  than  to  maintain  the  security  of  the  customary  line  of  communica- 
on,  and  to  protect  the  buildings,  stores,  and  accommodations  provided 
»r  die  use  of^  Her  Majesty's  troops  when  on  march  by  that  route ;  and  it 
"as  with  a  view  to  correct  misapprehensions  which  appeared  to  exist  upon 
lese  points,  and  thus  to  do  away  with  one  needless  occasion  of  dispute^ 
lat  the  undersigned  conveyed  to  the  United  States  Government  the  infer- 
lation  contained  in  his  note  of  the  26th  of  January. 
With  regard,  again,  to  the  constniction  of  barracks  and  other  buildings, 
yd  the  preserving  them  in  an  efficient  state  of  repair  and  defence,  a  simi- 
r  degree  of  error  and  misapprehension  appears  still  to  prevail  in  the  minds 
rthe  American  authorities. 

The  erection  of  those  buildings  within  the  portion  of  the  disputed  ter- 
tory  now  referred  to,  for  the  shelter  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  while  on  their 
larch,  and  for  the  safe  lodgment  of  the  stores,  is  no  new  act  on  the  part 
*  Her  Majesty's  authorities.  The  buildings  in  question  have  been  in  the 
niTse  of  construction  from  a  period  antecedent  to  the  provisional  agreement 
'last  year;  and  they  are  now  maintained  and  occupied  along  the  line  of 
aich,  with  a  view  to  the  same  objects  above  specified,  for  which  the 
nail  detachments  of  troops  also  referred  to  are  in  like  manner  there  sta- 
med. 

The  undersigned  will  not  refrain  from  here  remarking  upoit  one  point 
'comparison  exhibited  m  the  present  controversy.  It  is  admitted  by  the 
nited  States  authorities  that  the  arpied  bands  stationed  by  the  Govern- 
ent  of  Maine  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Aroostook  river  have  fortified 
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those  stations  with  artillery;  and  it  is  now  objected,  as  matter  of  complaint 
against  the  British  authorities,  with  reference  to  the  buildings  at  LakeTe- 
miscouta,  not  that  those  buildings  are  furnished  with  artillery,  but  only 
that  they  are  defended  by  palisades,  capable  of  resisting  artillery.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  adduce  stronger  evidence  of  the  acts  on  the  one  side  being 
those  of  aggression,  and  on  the  other  of  defence. 

The  fiict,  shortly,  is,  (and  this  is  the  essential  point  of  the  argument,)  that 
Her  Majesty's  authorities  have  not  as  yet  altered  their  state  of  preparation, 
or  strengthened  their  military  means  within  the  disputed  territory,  withi 
view  to  settling  the  question  of  the  boundary,  although  the  attitude  as- 
sumed by  the  State  of  Maine,  with  reference  to  that  question,  would  be  a 
clear  justification  of  such  measures ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended 
that  the  adoption  of  such  measures  will  sooner  or  later  become  indispensa 
ble,  if  the  people  of  Maine  be  not  compelled  to  desist  from  the  extensiw 
system  of  armed  aggression  which  they  are  continuing  to  carry  on  in  other 
parts  of  the  same  disputed  territory. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  coo- 
sideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State. 


th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  f  267  1 

lai  Session.  *"  "^ 


PETITION 


HE  PRESIDENT  AND  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OP  THE 
AMERICAN  PEACE  SOCIETY,  , 

I 

PRATING 

%  establishment  of  a  Congress  of  Nations  for  the  (idjustment  of  inter- 
?iationai  difficulties. 

i 
J 


March  9, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Commiiice  on  Foreij^  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

b  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  StateM 
of  America  in  ConsTf^ss  assembled  : 

The  undersigned,  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ameri- 
a  Peace  Society,  by  the  authority  and  in  the  behalf  of  that  society^, 
ssent  the  followmg  petition : 

Your  petitioners,  being  more  persuaded  than  ever  that  the  frequiency  of 
ir  may  be  lessened,  its  sufferings  abated,  and  the  custom  of  war  finally 
nished  from  the  community  of  free  and  enlightened  nations,  and  amoT9 
uitable,  safe,  and  cheap  method  for  settling  international  disputes  sab- 
tuted  in  its  place,  would  once  more  call  the  attention  of  your  nonorable 
dies  to  that  most  important  subject — a  congress  of  nations.  They 
¥c  nothing  to  add  to  the  unanswerable  arguments  of  former  petitions 
this  subject,  and  they  lament  that  the  short  duration  of  the  last  session 
Congress  prevented  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  (to  whom  their 
m,  and  many  other  petitions  on  the  subject,  were  referred)  from  makipg 
report  on  the  answer  of  your  petitioners,  and  others  from  different  pdrt9 
the  Union,  to  the  objections  to  this  great  and  benevolent  enterprise, 
hich  were  brought  against  it  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pdreign 
lairs  of  the  preceding  session  of  Congress.  The  committee  were 
obabiy  so  much  occupied  with  the  many  important  subjects  brought  bttr 
PC  them  during  the  short  session  of  Congress,  that  they  had  not  time 
oroughly  to  axamine  the  subject  If  they  had  examined  it,  they  proba^ 
f  would  have  come  to  the  same  result  with  the  Legislature  of'^Massar 
ituetts,  who,  two  years  ago,  almost  unanimously  rccommdnded  the  sub- 
't  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  by  a  report  and  resolves,  sent  on  last 
ar  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  want  of  time  probably 
ivented  him  from  laying  before  Coneress. 

The  question  of  our  northeastern  boundary  is  still  unsettled,  and  is 
dy  to  remain  so  for  years  to  come,  and  may  bring  on  a  war  bctwe« 
0  of  the  most  enlightened  nations  in  the  woria ;  a  war  which,  so  &r  fioitt 
liff  4b  RifM,  printeit. 
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settling  the  question,  would  only  encumber  it  with  new  difficulties,  to  be 
settled  by  another  umpire,  whose  decision  would  be  as  liable  to  be  reject- 
ed as  the  last ;  and  thus  it  may  continue  to  be  a  bone  of  contention  be- 
tween the  two.  countries,  until  they  see  the  futility  of  expecting  an  indi- 
vidual, however  learned  and  discriminating,  to  settle  a  question  which 
may  require  the  united  wisdom  of  a  whole  bench  of  judges,  long  used  to 
weigh  conflicting  evidences  in  the  scales  of  justice,  and,  from  their  exalted 
situation,  elevated  above  all  national  and  political  feelings,  and  able,  not 
only  to  give  a  right  decision,  but  to  make  that  decision  plain  and  satisfiK- 
tory  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  to  the  world  at  large.  The  opinion  has 
been  expressed  by  some  of  the  ex-Governors  of  the  State  of  Maine,  that 
had  such  a  court  of  nations  as  that  which  we  contemplate  existed,  the 
difficulties  of  our  northeastern  boundary  would,  long  ago,  have  been  set- 
tled to  our  entire  satisfaction. 

The  plan  proposed  by  your  petitioners  is  twofold.  One  part  consists  in 
a  congress  of  ambassadors  from  all  those  Christian  and  civilized  nations 
who  may  choose  to  be  represented  there,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  such 
points  of  the  law  of  nations  as  they  may  be  able  to  a^^ree  upon,  in  a  mu- 
tual treaty  between  all  the  Powers  represented,  which,  like  any  other 
treaty,  might  be  ratified  or  rejected  by  the  nations  concerned.  The  other 
part  is  the  organization,  by  that  congress,  of  a  court  of  nations,  for  the 
adjustment  of  such  cases  of  international  difficulties  as  might  be  brought 
before  it  by  the  mutual  consent  of  any  two  or  more  confBcting  nations, 
without  resort  to  arms.  This  is  the  outline  of  our  plan.  The  details 
may  be  filled  up  by  the  wisdom  of  the  present  and  succeeding  ages.  The 
vrhole  plan  may  be  adopted,  or  either  part  of  it ;  for  one  is  not  necenarUl 
dependent  on  the  other.  They  may  exist  separately,  or  both  together,  as 
ahould  be  thought  best  But  the  two  great  objects  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of,  viz:  lst«  The  settlement  of  the  principles  of  intematioDallaw 
l^y  compact  and  agreement  afler  mature  deliberation,  leaving  diem  no 
longer  to  be  decided  by  the  conflicting  opinions  of  unauthorized  wriiera 
on  the  law  of  nations.  2d.  Some  better  method  than  the  sword  or  occa- 
aioDal  arbitration,  for  the  settlement  of  the  disputes  of  Christian  andciTil- 
Ized  nations;  such  as  a  high  court  composed  of  the  most  celebrated ci- 
Tilians  and  jurisconsults  of  the  countries  represented  in  the  congfess  of 
nations.  The  plan  is  so  simple,  and  the  evils  to  be  rem^ed  so  gfesif  that 
the  only  difficulty  seems  to  be  in  making  men  believe  Aat  so  great  a  cue 
tan  be  peribrmed  by  such  simple  means^  which,  afler  all,  is  but  a  step  or 
two  in  the  increasing  practice  of  arbitrating  international  difficulties  -,  W 
these  one  or  two  steps  are  very  important 

This  subject  has  been  much  discussed  in  New  England  and  New  Yoim 
and  where  best  understood  it  is  most  appreciated*.    It  has  also  leccavaS- 
^e  attention  of  the  British  public,  and  has  been  agitated  on  the  contfoea^ 
of  Europe.     Should  the  Government  of  these  United  States  invite  GreaS 
Britain  and  France  to  ioin  in  the  great  and  benevolent  etnteipriseyaoS- 
these  three  Powers  only  should  commence  the  work,  mos,t  of  the  othtf 
Powers  of  Europe,  and  the  South  American  republics,  would  soon  fcllov  - 
and  a  new  era  would  dawn  on  the  wprld ;  right  wo^ld  take  the  plaoeof 
might;  wars,  in  a  great  measure, would  cease  in  Christeodooi,  wjgA.fOI^ 
jtpd  happiness  would  generally  pervade  the  worid. 

The  American  Peace  Society  is  not  alone  in  thia  affair,  ai^  is  abnndaa^ 
justified  by  the  i^umeious  petitions  present^,  to  t^  l?vp  JlM^wian*^' 
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Congress  on  this  subject,  not  only  by  peace  societies,  but  by  men  who 
are  not  members  of  any  peace  society,  but  who  desire  the  hieippiness  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  and  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  their  country.  And 
we  expect  that  numerous  petitions  will  be  presented  to  Congress  at  their 
present  session,  if  our  fellow-citizens  have  not  become  discouraged  by  the 
neglect  of  their  petitions  last  winter ;  for  almost  every  one  who  under- 
stands the  subject  readily  gives  his  assent  to  it 

Deeply  impressed  with  these  views  of  the  subject,  your  petitioners  hum- 
Uy  pray  that  their  petition  may  be  committed  to  a  special  conunittee,  with 
dnectioiis  to  examine  and  report  on  the  subject 

WM.  LADD,  Presidimi. 

J.  P.  Blanchard,    ^ 

Gbo.  C.  Bsckwith, 

Edward  Notes,       I  ^^.^^^^  Onmniiiee. 


Jko.  Owen, 
J.  W.  Parker, 
Jahks  K.  Y^hipplb 
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PETITION 


HE  PRESIDENT  AND  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OP  Tl 
AMERICAN  PEACE  SOCIETY, 


^  establishment  of  a  Congress  of  Nations  for  t/ie  eidjustmeni  of  ini 
national  difficulties. 


March  9, 1840. 

Referred  lo  the  Commiiiee  on  F'oreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  prioied. 


^  the  hjonorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  St6 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ami 
Jn  Peace  Society,  by  the  authority  and  in  the  behalf  of  that  socic 
'esent  the  following  petition : 

Your  petitioners,  being  more  persuaded  than  ever  that  the  frequency 
armay  be  lessened,  its  sufferings  abated,  and  the  custom  of  war  fina 
tnished  from  the  community  of  free  and  enlightened  nations,  and  am< 
[Tiitable,  safe,  and  cheap  method  for  settling  international  disputes  si 
ituted  in  its  place,  would  once  more  call  the  attention  of  yourhonoral 
Hiies  to  that  most '  important  subject — a  congress  of  nations.  Th 
^^  nothing  to  add  to  the  unanswerable  arguments  of  former  petitic 
^  this  subject,  and  they  lament  that  the  short  duration  of  the  last  sessi 

Congress  prevented  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  (to  whom  th 
^,  and  many  other  petitions  on  the  subject,  were  referred)  from  maKi 
^port  on  the  answer  of  your  petitioners,  and  others  from  different  pa 
the  Union,  to  the  objections  to  this  great  and  benevolent  enterpri 
^ich  were  brought  against  it  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pdrei 
^rs  of  the  preceding  session  of  Congress.  The  committee  w< 
bably  so  much  occupied  with  the  many  important  subjects  brought  1 
-  them  during  the  short  session  of  Congress,  that  they  had  not  tii 
'Xjughly  to  examine  the  subject.     If  they  had  examined  it,  they  prol 

^ould  have  come  to  the  same  result  with  the  Legislature  of  Masi 
^setts,  who,  two  years  ago,  almost  unanimously  recommended  the  si 
•  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  by  a  report  and  resolves,  sent  on  1; 
^  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  want  of  time  probal 
^nted  him  from  laying  before  Congress. 

t^he  question  of  our  northeasterh  boundary  is  still  unsettled,  and 
-ly  to  remain  so  for  years  to  come,  and  may  bring  ca  a, war  bctwc 
>  of  the  most  enlightened  nations  in  the  world;  a  war  which,  so  ftr  ft 
^  Jb  Rifcii,  printert. 
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ings,  the  sisters  of  our  happy  confederacy ;  and,  as  a  noeans  of  national  de- 
fence, by  the  facility  which  they  will  afford  for  the  transportation  of  men 
and  munitions  of  war  to  points  vnlnerable  to  attack  by  an  enemy,  they 
recommend  themselves  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  patriot  and  the 
statesman.  These  roads,  when  completed,  as  is  now  conlemplatid,  in  con- 
nexion with  those  of  other  States,  will  connect  the  Mississippi  river  at 
Vicksburg,  (and  commence  in  our  own  State,  and  at  Memphis,  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,)  with  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  Charleston,  in 
the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and,  by  the  chain  now  contemplated  through 
the  south,  from  south  to  north,  or  gulf  coast,  with  New  Orleans,  Natchez 
and  Yicksburor  will  be  connected  with  the  most  populous  division  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  and,  nideed,  either  by  the  continuation  of  the  line,  via  Nashville, 
to  Louisville,  or  by  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  rivers,  the  States  of  the  Ohio 
Talley  will  be  brought  into  more  immediate  connexion  with  our  sontbern 
border.  Your  honorable  body  will,  therefore,  clearly  perceive  that  these 
improvements  will  be  of  vast  importance  in  a  national  point  of  view,  ffc 
therefore  respectfully  urge,  from  these  considerations,  and  by  the  fact  that 
the  F^ederal  Government  has  made  munificent  donations  of  the  public  do- 
main to  other  States  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  that  a  law  be 
passed  relinquishing  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  all  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  Government  in  this  State  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvenneni; 
giving  to  the  State  the  power  to  graduate  the  prices  of  said  lands,  that  oar 
poor  citizens  may  be  afforded  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  homes  at  their 
value,  and  the  speedy  settlement  of  our  State  be  effected. 

Your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  high  claims 
upon  your  liberality,  in  consideration  of  the  vast  amount  that  has  been  paid 
by  her  citizens  into  the  Treasury  for  the  public  lands,  until  but  little  of  the 
public  domain  of  our  State,  except  that  which  is  poor  and  comparative!/ 
worthless,  remains  unsold ;  and,  while  other  States  have  received  larf(eand 
munificent  donations,  Mississippi  has  received  nothing,  and  now  only  asb 
the  poor  pittance  of  what,  with  few  exceptions*,  may  be  called  the  refuse 
lands  of  the  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  a  system  of  iroprotrc- 
nient,  in  which  the  other  States  of  this  Union  will  have  as  deep  an  ioteresi, 
or  nearly  so,  as  our  own  State.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  cnnlidenily 
appeal  to  the  generosity,  the  magnanimity,  and  the  justice  of  your  honora- 
ble body,  l)elieving  that  their  request  will  be  sfranted. 

Resolved^  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Bepi^ 
•entatives  requested,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  oli 
law  to  carry  into  effect  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  nMDorial; 
and  that  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  instructed  to  forward  a  copfof 
the  same  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Conirress. 

J.  SPEIGHT, 
Speaker  of  the  H'm^se  of  Represeniaiif^ 
GEO.  B.  AUGUSTUS, 
President  of  the  SenaU- 

Approved,  February  20,  1840 : 

A.  G.  McNUTT. 


atth  CoNOREiB,  [SENATE.]  [3691 

1st  Session.  "■ 


PETITION 

OP 

A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  MISSOURI, 

PRAYDIO 

T%e  passage  of  a  pre-emptum  law  for  the  better  protection  of  actual  settlers 

on  the  public  lands. 


March  10, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled: 

Your  petitioners,  residents  upon  the  public  lands  in  the  Platte  river  coun- 
try, would 

Respectfully  represent  : 

That  the  form  in  which  pre-emptions  to  settlers  upon  public  lands  have 
heretofore  been  granted,  appears  defective,  for  these  reasons : 

1st  The  settler,  for  a  considerable  time,  is  left  in  a  state  of  uncertainty 
whether  his  little  home  may  not  be  taken  from  him  by  the  speculator. 
Dread  of  this  perplexes  the  mind  and  checks  improvement 

2d.  The  settlers  are  thrown  together  without  any  law  to  regulate  their 
settlement ;  hence  conflicting  claims  arise ;  several  are  thrown  upon  the 
same  quarter  section,  and  strife,  to  some  extent,  arises. 

3d.  It  gives  rights  to  some,  and  excludes  others  with  claims  equally 
just  It  is  hard  to  distinguish  between  the  claims  of  one  who  setded 
upon  the  22d  day  of  February,  1838,  and  one  who  settled  upon  the  23d 
day  of  the  same  month ;  and  yet  the  former  is  highly  privileged  while 
the  latter  has  no  rights.  More  than  one  half  of  the  settlers  of  the  Platte 
river  country  are  without  pre-emptions. 

4th.  The  State  law  protects  the  settler  in  his  enclosure.  Hence  rich 
men  fence  up  large  tracts  of  valuable  land  to  the  exclusion  of  less  opu- 
lent, though  not  less  deserving  citizens. 

To  prevent  these  evils,  and  to  do  equal  justice  to  all,  your  petitioners 
would  respectfully  ask  your  honorable  bodies  to  pass  a  law  granting  to 
the  settler  who  shall  first  enter  upon  unoccupied  puolic  land  the  exclusive 
possession  of  a  specified  portion,  and  no  more  (say  160  acres),  and  the 
lefiisal  of  the  land  at  a  specified  price  (say  $1  26  per  acre)  when  disposed 
cf  by  the  Government 

Your  petitioners  would  fiirther  ask  that  those  holding  under  the  act  of 
22d  June,  1838,  or  any  subsequent  act,  shall  be  benefited  but  once  by 
«uch  act 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

WILUAM  WARREN,  and  othen. 

Fkbhpahy,  1840. 
fikir  4b  Aires,  printers. 
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mber  of  owtiers  and  masters  of  steamboats  running  oti  Lakes  Erie^ 
luronj  and  Michi^any  praying  the  amendment  of  the  act  of  July  7, 
.838,  "  to  provide  for  trie  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  an 
retard  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam.^^ 


March  10,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


>  the  honorable  t/ie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled  : 

Your  petitioners,  the  undersigned  proprietors,  masters,  and  owners  of 
amboats  plying  and  running  to  and  from  different  ports  upon  Lakes 
ie,  Huron,  and  Michigan,  respcctfiilly  represent  to  your  honorable  body, 
It  some  provisions  of  the  act  passed  by  Congress  on  the  7th  day  of  July, 
J8,  entitled  "  An  art  to  promdefor  the  better  security  oft/ie  lives  of  pas- 
liters  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  w/iole  or  in  part  by  steam j^  are  on,- 
'us  and  burdensome  in  their  operation,  and.  In  the  opinion  of  your  peti- 
ners,  entirely  fail  of  accomplishing  the  object  designed  by  the  law.  The 
dersigncd  refer  more  particularly  to  the  ninth  section  of  said  act,  pro- 
ling  "  t/tat  iron  rods  or  rhaiius  sJuiU  be  employed  and  used  in  the  navtgd- 
n  of  all  steafnboats^  instead  of  wheel  or  tiller-ropes,^^ 
Yonr  petitioners  would  respectfully  represent,  that  the  undersigned  are 
practical  men,  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the  western  lakes, 
1  believe  their  experience  enables  them  to  speak  correctly  as  to  the  op- 
lion  of  the  law  in  ijuestion  upon  those  waters.  The  design  of  that  per- 
il of  the  act  referred  to  was,  unquestionably,  to  provide  for  the  preserva- 
nof  lives  in  cases  of  fire;  but  your  petitioners  are  perfectly  satisfied 
it,  upon  the  western  lakes,  the  use  of  iron  rods  or  chains,  instead  of 
leel  or  tiller-ropes,  upon  steamboats,  is  attended  with  far  greater  danger 
loss  both  to  lives  and  properly. 

It  is,  doubtless,  well  known  tliat  tlie  western  lakes  (Erie,  Huron,  and 
^higan)  arc  subject  to  high  winds  and  gales,  which  frequently  render 
'  management  of  steamboats  difficult  and  hazardous.  Indeed,  expe- 
nced  seamen  have  considered  the  navigation  of  these  lakes,  owing  to 
J  severe  winds  and  the  proximity  of  the  shores,  even  more  hazardouti 
in  that  of  the  ocean,  l^lic  experience  of  the  past  year  convinces  yout 
itioners  that  no  rods  or  chains  of  sufficient  strength  or  tenacity,  coin- 
led  with  sufficient  flexibility,  can  be  procured  to  control  a  steamboat 
)n  these  waters  during  a  storm.  At  such  a  crisis  these  chains,  whep 
he  best  material  and  construction,  are  broken  asunder,  thus  leaving  the 
sel  to  the  guidance  of  winds  and  waves.  Several  serious  accidents 
^e  occurred  during  the  last  season,  in  consequence  of  these  iron  chains 
J  ft  RiTCS,  printers. 
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tliiis  breaking ;  and  on  one  occasion  the  steamboat  James  Monroe,  thus  dis- 
abled, heavily  laden  witli  passengers  and  freiglit,Avas,  by  the  merest  acci- 
dent, saved  from  total  shipwreck.  Not  a  gale  occurs  upon  these  lakes 
(and  they  are  by  no  means  un frequent)  but  the  exposure  of  lives,  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  law  referred  to,  is  far  more  innninent  and  univer- 
sal than  would  rciisonably  be  anticii)ated  by  any  accidental  burning  of 
steamboats. 

There  have  been  running  upon  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan,  some 
fifty  steamboats ;  and  tlie  number  of  passengers  which  have  been  con- 
'veyed  upon  said  boats  your  petitioners  deem,  by  just  calculation,  can 
be  estimated  at  not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand — saying  nothing  of 
the  immense  amount  of  freight  which  has  been  transported  during  the 
season.  By  this  view  some  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  of , 
tliis  evil,  and  of  the  fearful  consequences  which  may  be  aiiticipated  from 
the  operation  of  that  portion  of  the  law  to  which  your  petitioners  refer. 
Whatever  may  be  its  effect  upon  rivers  and  waters  less  exposed  to  stonns 
and  gales,  your  petitioners  are  satisfied  that,  uj^on  the  waters  of  these  lakes, 
the  substitution  of  iron  rods  or  chains  upon  steamboats,  in  lieu  of  wheel 
or  tiller-ropes,  as  required  by  said  act,  is  accompanied  with  greatly  increas- 
ed hazard  to  lives  and  property,  and  with  no  compensating  benefits. 

Your  pelitioners  confidently  trust  that  a  due  consideralioii  of  the  evils 
and  inconveniences  alluded  to  will  lead  to  the  repeal  or  modification  of 
that  portion  of  the  said  act  referred  to.  And,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  pe- 
titioners will  ever  pray. 

Dated  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  this  5th  day  of  November,  1S39. 

Griffith  Stunder&  Co.,  owners  and  agents  of  steamboat  Cleveland 
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Mr.  Linn  submilted  the  following 
HEPORT : 

[To  accompany  Senate  bill  No.  26-1.] 

I7ie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims^  to  whom,  was  referred  tlie  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Campau^  mxike  the  following  report  : 

Tliat  it  appears  that  on  the  31st  of  December,  1808,  Pierre  Bonhomme 
laimed  a  tract  of  (340  arpens  on  the  river  Delude,  in  virtue  of  occupancy 
id  improvement  from  the  year  179S,  and,  after  a  partial  examination  of  the 
icts  in  the  case,  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate 
aims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
[arch,  1807,  was  postponed.  The  claim  was  revived  before  the  board 
!"  commissioners  acting  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  11th  May,  1820, 
id  they  decided  that  it^shonld  be  confirmed  according  to  particular  bound* 
ies,  remarking,  however,  "  that  this  tract  appears  to  be  covered  by  a  res- 
vation  made  To  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians  ;  it  is,  therefore,  submit- 
d  to  (he  revising  powers  if  a  change  of  the  location  of  this  tract  be  not  ne- 
jssary  or  advisable  ;"  thus  referring  to  a  tract  of  1,280  acres  which  has  al- 
ays  been  designated  on  the  official  township  maps  ns  a  "  Chippewa  reser* 
ition."  It  docs  not  appear,  from  the  evidence  l)efore  the  committee,  that 
e  claimant  ever  occupied  or  im.proved  the  land  claimed  after  the  year  1811. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  17th  of  April,  1S28,  entitled  "An 
't  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  this 
aim,  with  others  favorably  reported  upon  by  the  commissioners,  was  con- 
'niC'J,  with  the  proviso,  that  the  act  **s!iall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
dice  the  rights  of  third  persons,  or  to  impose  any  obligation  on  the  United 

ates  to  make  payment,  or  give  other  lands,  to  any  claimant  who  may  be 
•prived  of  his  possessions  by  operation  of  law;  nor  shall  the  confirmation 
nde  by  this  act  extend  further  than  to  a  relinquishment  by  the  United 
Utes  of  all  interest  in  and  to  said  lands,  nor  to  any  lands  occupied  by  the 
niied  Suites  for  military  purposes." 

By  the  treaty  made  on  the  9th  of  May,  1836,  with  the  Swan  Creek  and 
Jack  River  bands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  they  ceded,  with  other  tracts, 
w  one  of  two  sections,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  which  is  sta- 
^,  with  the  other  ceded  tracts,  to  have  been  reserved  for  them  under  the 
eaty  made  at  Detroit  on  the  17th  November,  1807,  and  to  have  been  in 
icir  possession  and  occupancy  from  that  time  to  the  date  of  this  treaty. 
By  the  JJd  article  of  this  treaty  it  was  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
arcs.  « to  pay  the  said  Indians  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof,  after 
ducting  the  costs  of  survey  and  sale,  and  the  contingeHt  expenses  attend- 
ui4tlti?es,printeni. 
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ing  the  treaty.  The  lands  shall  be  surveyed  and  ofifered  for  sale  in  the  usu- 
al manner,  at  the  land  office  in  Detroit,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  rati- 
fication of  this  treaty." 

Mr.  Tyson,  one  of  the  claimants,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  dated  at  Detroit,  July  28, 1836,  the  principal  object  of 
which  appears  to  have  been  to  notify  the  office  that,  under  the  before-recited 
alleged  confirmation  to  Bonhomme,  his  assignees  now  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  so  much  of  the  land  thus  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  1836  as  is  in- 
cluded in  the  limits  of  his  claim.  In  this  view  of  their  claim  the  Commis- 
sioner refused  to  coincide,  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 

1st.  Because,  "  at  the  time  wiien  the  commissioners  acted  upon  the  claim, 
and  for  years  before  that  period,  the  lands  had  been  surveyed  and  repre- 
sented on  the  official  plats  as  an  Indian  reservation  ;  and  it  does  not  appear 
by  the  testimony  produced  before  the  commissioners,  by  Mr.  Bonhomme,  that 
he  ever  occupied  or  improved  tlie  lands  after  1811,  while,  in  the  treaty,il 
is  expressly  stated  to  have  been  in  the  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  In- 
dians since  1807." 

2d.  "  That,  inasmuch  as  the  confirmatory  act  of  1S28  provided  that  it 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  third  persons,  Bonhomme's 
claim  cannot  be  considered  as  being  embraced  by  its  provisions,  as  its 
confirmation  would  seriously  affect  the  interests  of  the  Indian  reservationi' 

3d.  "  That,  by  the  treaty  of  May.  1836,  the  parties  thereto  being,  as  we 
are  required  to  suppose,  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  the 
United  States,  acting  as  mere  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  are 
bound  to  survey  and  sell  all  the  lands  ceded,  and  to  pay  over  to  them  the 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  recognition  at  this  time 
of  the  claim  of  Bonhomme's  assignees  to  640  arpens  of  the  reservation  wooH 
preclude  a  compliance  with  the  treaty  stipulations,  and  cause  the  iuteiesli 
of  the  Indians  to  bo  injuriously  afl'ectcd.'' 

In  this  opinion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  then  Commissioner,  the  Secretaryof 
the  Treasury  and  the  present  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
fully  concurred. 

And  it  further  appears  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Detroit,  under  date  the 
22d  of  April,  1839,  instructed  them  to  »•  proceed  to  offer  all  tlie  Chiroewa 
reservations  at  public  sale,  in  conlormity  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, bearing  date  the  18th  of  January  last,  withholding  therefrom  the  frac- 
tional sections  claimed  by  Campau,  as  assignee  of  Bonhomme,  only  in  the 
event  of  a  writ  of  injunction  being  obtained  from  the  United  States  court, 
and  served  upon"  them  "  for  that  purpose." 

No  information  appears  to  have  reached  the  Land  Office  that  such  a  writ 
was  served  on  the  officers,  although  it  wiis  intimated  that  such  would  bi 
the  case. 

In  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  to  the  committee,  on  theSOA 
of  January  last,  he  recommends  this  claim  to  the  favorable  consideration rf 
Cone^ress. 

The  committee,  after  a  carehil  examination  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case* 
are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  is  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideratioooi 
Congress,  and  therefore  report  a  bill.  And,  as  there  seems  to  be  two  aelBof 
claimants  as  assignees  of  Bonhomme,  and  tfie  conrniittee  will  not  decide 
who  is  the  rightful  claimant,  they  report  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^ 
representatives  of  Pierre  Bonhomme. 
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Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  the  following 

UEPORT: 

Tke  ComtnUiee  of  Claims^  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  ihe 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton^  and  the  accompanying  papers^  report : 

That  they  have  given  to  this  subject  all  the  consideration  which  its  im- 
XNTtance  demands.  The  committee  are  perfectly  sensible  that  this  claim 
las  ior  a  long  time,  in  some  form  or  other,  been  before  Congress ;  that  va- 
ious  propositions  have  been  submitted,  and  their  object  has  been  to  collect 
md  to  present  such  facts  and  considerations  as  will  enable  the  Senate  now 
o  decide  and  determine  this  long  continued  claim  against  the  United 
States. 

As  far  as  the  committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  from  the  memorial 
)f  the  petitioners,  and  from  the  proceedings  which  have  heretofore  taken 
place,  this  claim  may  be  properly  considered  under  four  distinct  heads  ;  and 
mch  a  division  seems  to  be  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  which 
referred  this  subject  to  the  lato  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  (Mr.  Dickerson,)  for 
his  opinion  thereon. 

1st.  The  first  item  of  claim  is  for  inventing  a  system  of  coast  and  harbor 
defence,  and  testing  its  utility. 

2d.  For  the  service  of  Mr.  Fulton,  for  inventing  and  superintending  the 
construction  of  a  steam-frigate  at  New  York. 

3d.  For  the  use  of  his  patent  for  steam-frigates. 

4th.  For  the  detention  of  his  steamboat  <<  Vesnmns^^  from  the  30th  of 
December,  1814,  to  the  12th  of  March,  1816,  being  seventy-two  days. 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  in  this  case,  that  the  last  item  of  charge  ex- 
ends  to  a  period  beyond  the  life  of  Mr.  Fulton  ;  he  died  24th  February, 
815.  That  circumstance,  however,  has  not  thrown  upon  the  committee 
jiy  embarrassment  in  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  come  in  relation 
3  this  claim.  They  have  endeavored  to  decide  this  claim  upon  the  evi- 
lence  alone. 

An  appeal  has  been  made  to  their  sense  of  justice,  as  well  to  the  United 
Itates  as  to  the  claimants  :  and  their  aim  has  been  to  settle  this  controversy 
ocording  to  their  best  judgment. 

With  reference  to  the  first  item  of  charge,  there  is  not,  from  the  evidence 
a. the  case,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Uie  committee,  any  groimd  what- 
ver  for  any  allowance. 

It  appears,  from  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  on  the 
th  of  February,  1810,  <<  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Hair  4k  Bivea^  prin^n. 
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Robert  Fulton,  addressed  to  him,  presenting  each  member  of  the  House 
with  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet,  on  the  snbjcct  of  torpetloes  ;  which  was  read, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  leave  given  to  lay  the  pamphlets  on  ihe 
members' tables."  It  also  appears  that  the  communication  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  and  that  at  the  same  session  of  Congress  an  act  passed. 
and  was  approved  on  the  30th  March,  1810,  in  the  terms  following: 

"  AN  ACT  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  practical  use  uf  the  lorpwi': 

01  sub-murine  explosion, 

"  Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  payable  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  which  shall  be 
incurred  in  any  actual  experiments,  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  cause  such  experiments  to  be  made,  which 
shall  be  made  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  with  precision,  how  far  the  torpedo  or  sub- 
marine explosion  may  be  usefully  employed  as  engines  of  war,  who  is 
hereby  directed  to  report  to  Congress  the  result  of  the  experiment,  with  his 
opinion  theron." 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  said  sum  of  five  thousand  dollais 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fulton,  "  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  prac- 
tical use  of  the  torpedo  or  submarine  explosion."  What  was  ever  done,  in 
the  way  of  making  experiments,  by  Mr.  Fulton,  does  not  appear  from  any 
evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  committee  ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence 
that  he  ever  expended  that  precise  sum,  or  less  or  more,  in  the  prosecntion 
of  the  object  specified  in  the  bill.  But,  as  the  expenditure  was  expressly 
limited  to  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  the  committee  cannot  feel  ihem- 
selves  justified  in  allowing  any  sum  beyond  that  amount  for  any  pretended 
service  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fulton,  or  for  any  expenses  incurred  by  him  in 
"  trying  the  practical  use  of  the  torpedo." 

This  is  all  the  committee  can  find  as  applicable  to  the  first  item  of  charge. 
And  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  any  sum  beyond  the  five  thousand  dol« 
lars  could  be  recommended  to  be  allowed  to  the  claimants,  as  it  is  not  pre. 
.  tended  that  Mr.  Fulton  was  "ever  employed,  or  that  he  ever  engaged  to 
render  any  such  service,  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States."  The  act 
cited  is  all  that  bears  upon  this  part  of  the  claim  ;  and  that  is  plain  in  its 
provisions,  and  limited  in  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  the  object. 

The  committee  propose  to  submit  to  the  Senate  a  succinct  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  having  reference  to  the  other  parts  of  the  case. 

At  the  2d  session  of  the  18th  Congress,  in  1824-25,  a  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton  was  presented  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes, 
but  no  action  seems  to  have  been  had  thereon  during  the  session — probably 
for  want  of  time. 

At  the  2d  session  of  the  20th  Congress,  in  1829,  the  petition  was  refenri 
to  a  select  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  of  New  York  tni 
chairman,  who  made  a  favorable  report  thereon,  which  report  is  herewitk 
presented,  and  which  was  accompanied  with  a  bill  allowing  the  heirs  jS5|O0l\ 
and  interest  from  the  24th  of  February,  1815,  the  day  of  Mr.  Fulton's  death, 
in  full  for  his  services  in  superintendinsr  the  construction  of  a  steam  battery 
at  Hew  York  in  the  years  1814  and  1815.  This  bill  never  became  a  law. 
At  the  1st  session  of  iVie  ne^l  Cot\^\«s&^  Iwiuary,  1830,  a  bill  was  report- 
ed from  the  CJommittee  oiiTfv\\)\\^  \jiMaaa  m  >Jfta  ^\:i2^>sl  ftiTor  of  the 
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petitioners,  for  a  township  of  laud,  to  be  located  in  either  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States.    This  bill  was  lost  on  its  third  reading. 

At  the  same  session,  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
made  a  favorable  report  on  the  claim,  accompanied  with  a  bill  similar  to  the 
one  abovenamed  in  the  Senate,  for  a  township  of  land.  There  seems  to 
have  been  no  further  action  on  this  bill  before  the  House. 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  was  again  presented  at  the  1st  session  of  the  22d 
Congress,  but  without  any  action,  that  the  committee  have  been  able  to  find, 
at  either  session  of  that  Congress. 

During  the  1st  session  of  the  23d  Congress,  in  1834,  a  joint  resolution 
(which  is  herewith  presented)  was  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  referring  the  claim  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
directions  to  him  to  settle  the  claim,  embracing  the  items  as  specified.  This 
resolution  did  not  pass  the  Senate.  At  the  2d  session  of  the  same  Congress, 
the  same  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  but  no 
report  was  made  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

At  the  1st  session  of  the  24th  Congress,  in  1836,  a  joint  resolution  (which 
is  herewith  presented)  passed  both  branches,  referring  the  claim  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  to  state  the  account  between  the  United  States  and 
Robert  Fulton,  with  directions  to  make  such  allowances  as  he  thought  pro- 
per for  the  several  items  of  claim  by  the  petitioners.  No  authority  was  con- 
ferred on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  any  balance  he  might  find. 

At  the  2d  session  of  the  same  Congress,  a  bill  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  favor  of  the  heirs  ot 
Robert  Fulton  for  $100,000,  as  compensation  for  the  services  of  their  father 
in  superintending  the  building  of  a  steam-battery  at  New  York ;  for  the  use 
of  his  patent  for  propelling  vessels  by  steam ;  and  for  the  loss  of  services  of 
the  steamboat  Vesuvius,  which  was  impressed  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  run  on  shore,  whereby  he  lost  the 
profits  of  the  same  for  seventy-two  days,  viz :  irom  the  30th  of  December, 
1814,  to  the  12th  of  March,  1815,  inclusive.  This  bill  was,  doubtless,  based 
upon  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  January  3d,  1837,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  above  joint  resolution;  which  report  is  herewith  presented. 
It  is  needless  to  say  this  bill  did  not  become  a  law. 

At  the  1st  session  of  the  last  Congress,  the  petition  was  once  more  pre- 
sented in  the  Senate,  but  no  action  was  had  on  it.  At  the  2d  session  a  bill 
similar  to  the  one  abovenamed  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  was  laid  on  the  table  in  the  Senate.  At  the  3d  session  of  the  same  Con- 
gress, the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in  the  Senate,  made  a  report  ex- 
pressing a  favorable  opinion  of  the  claim,  but  were  discharged  from  the 
lurther  consideration  of  it  for  want  of  time.  Such  is  the  legislative  history 
of  this  claim  up  to  this  session,  when  it  came  before  the  Committee  of  Claims 
in  the  Senate. 

The  petitioners  ask  a  compensation  for  the  services  of  their  fiither  for 
superintending  ,the  building  of  a  steam-battery  at  New  York  in  1814  and 
1816  ;  for  the  use  of  his  patent-right  for  constructing  steam-frigates  ;  and 
ibr  the  profits  the  steamboat  Vesuvius  might  have  earned  while  she  was 
•apposed  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  to  the  12th  of  March,  1815,  being  72  days. 

The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  report  made  by  the  Secre- 
tiry  of  the  Navy  in  January,  1837,  and  have  well  considered  the  grounds 
upon  which  that  report  was  predicated ;  and  as  the  committee  do  not  regard 
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that  report  either  binding  upon  Congress,  or  in  any  respect  controlling  theii 
own  opinions,  they  have,  in  the  examination  of  this  case.  formM  sod 
opinions  and  such  a  judgment  as  they  considered  the  testimony  would  wai 
rant;  and  they  must  add,  that  their  own  judgment  of  this  caise  is  wholl; 
different  from  that  communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  th 
late  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  only  question  which  the  committee  have  thought  proper  to  conside 
is,  whether  the  United  States  were  in  debt  to  Robert  Fulton  at  the  timec 
his  decease  ;  and,  if  in  debt,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  that  indebtednei 
The  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized,  from  their  sense  of  dot] 
to  recommend  to  the  Senate  any  measure  of  liberality  or  of  erataity  in  tiii 
or  in  any  other  case.  The  Government  is  bound  to  fulfil  M  its  eontractt 
either  express  or  implied  ;  but  Congress,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committK 
has  no  constitutional  power  to  distribute  any  portion  of  the  public  revieon 
upon  objects  of  charity,  or  to  bestow  in  gratuities  the  people's  monef  in 
any  purpose.  The  Government  should  be  just  in  all  its  relationSy  as  id 
with  individuals  as  with  foreign  Powers ;  but  it  cannot,  without  a  dine 
ffard  to  the  true  spirit  and  genius  of  our  institutions,  be  generous  to  any.  I 
Mr.  Fulton  had  an  honest  cJaim  against  the  Government  at  the  time  of  hii 
decease,  whether  that  claim  is  founded  on  express  contract,  or  resulted  fioa 
the  services  of  Mr.  Fulton  rendered  at  the  request  of  his  Government,  tb 
heirs  ought  to  receive  full  compensation  therefor;  but  if  there  is  no  sock 
claim.  Congress  is  bound,  however  unpleasant  the  duty,  to  disregard  ibe 
memorial  of  the  heirs,  however  highly  they  might  appreciate  the  geou^ 
talents,  and  the  character  of  the  ancestor.  The  committee,  therefore^  will 
now  proceed  to  submit  their  views  on  the  other  items  of  charge. 

As  to  the  second  item,  of  claim  for  services  as  superintendent  of  the  biiiM> 
ing  of  a  steam.frigate,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Fulton  devoted  nock 
time  and  attention  to  this  business,  and  that  his  talents  and  ingenuity  wm 
both  taxed  in  the  experiment,  from  the  commencement  till  the  time  of  b 
death.  It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  Thomas  Morris  that  Mr.FUM 
was  employed  in  this  service  as  an  engineer  at  his  (Mr.  Fulton's)  ptitkolir 
request ;  and  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  coapsp 
t|on  which  a  skilful  engineer  could  command.  It  should  be  borne  in  nid 
that  the  building  of  this  fri^te  was  but  an  experiment  on  the  part  of  Ai 
€k)yemment,  and  an  expenment  in  the  success  of  which  Mr.  Fulton  io^ 
self  felt  a  deep  interest.  He  is  entided  to  compensation,  however,  fa  ikt 
service  actually  rendered  by  him,  and  to  no  more.  But  the  connniltBeoi' 
not  regard  the  service  of  such  importance  as  to  deserve  the  sura  of  twolf 
five  thousand  dollars,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Maff* 
a  sum  exceeding  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  fer  ikt 
period  of  his  (Mr.  Fulton's)  employment.  The  very  highest  talents  in  t^ 
corps  of  engineers,  the  committee  have  reason  to  believe,  could  nowbectf* 
manded  for  five  thousand  dollars  per  annunL  This  was  the  mm  vofotd 
by  Mr.  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  in  1829,  as  full  compensation  to  Mr.  Fi^ 
ton  for  that  service.  And  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  ii* 
adequate  compensation  for  all  the  time  and  attention  which  Mr.  FU* 
bestowed  in  the  construction  of  the  steam-frigate. 

The  value  of  the  use  of  the  patent-right  which  he  obtained  httxmp^ 
pose  is  matter  of  great  uncertainty.    This  is  the  next  item  in  the 


How  far  it  was  a  new  invention,  or  only  the  application  of  old  and  vtl* 
Known  principles  on  a  more  la^  and  extended  ncaiey  tiie  oommin»^ 
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lot  sufficientljr  acquainted  with  the  subject  to  determine ;  neither  are  they 
urnished  with  any  testimony  whether  it  was  contemplated  by  him  that  he 
hould  receive,  or  by  the  Government  that  he  should  be  paid,  any  com- 
pensation for  the  use  of  the  patent.  It  was  an  experiment,  at  the  suggestion 
it  Mr.  Fulton,  in  the  field  of  his  genius  and  talents;  and  to  the  committee 
t  seems  highly  probable,  ii\the  al^enco  of  any  contract,  and  in  the  absence 
»f  evidence  of  any  stipulation  on  the  part  of  Government,  and  of  any 
eqairement  on  his  part,  that,  if  the  United  States  furnished  the  means  of 
naking  the  experiment— means  within  the  competency  of  but  very  few 
xrivate  individuals — nothing  more  was  asked  or  expected. 

So  his  experiments  with  torpedoes.  Five  thousand  dollars,  it  will  be  re- 
x>llected,  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and  Mr.  Fulton  received  U; 
md  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  expectation,  in  any  quarter,  of  a 
remuneration  for  his  personal  services.  It  was  merely  an  advance  to  him, 
patronizing  his  genius  ;  enabling  him  to  pursue  experiments  in  his  favorite 
rtudy,  which  his  private  means  were  inadequate  to  provide.  He  received 
the  $6,000;  and,  as  evidence  that  such  was  the  understanding  at  the  time, 
no  account  whatever  seems  to  have  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Fulton  of  the  man- 
ner  in  which  it  was  expended.  Whilst  it  is  presumed  that  it  was  expended 
ajjreeably  to  the  intentions  of  those  making  the  appropriation,  the  presump- 
tion is  equally  reasonable,  that  he  received,  in  the  mean  time,  all  the  com- 
peusation  he  ever  expected ;  and  so  it  must  have  been  in  relation  to  the 
OK  of  his  patent. 

The  steamboat  Vesuvius,  belonging  to  Mr.  Fulton,  it  is  supposed,  was 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  defence  of  New 
Qneans,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1814.  Soon  after  her  impressment, 
(be  ran  aground,  and  the  water  in  the  river  so  fell  in  the  mean  time,  that 
Ae  could  not  be  got  off  till  the  r2thof  March,  1815.  The  heirs  claim 
'Gauineration,  amounting  to  what  the  boat  might  have  earned  in  that  time, 
<^r  and  above  her  expenses.  What  this  sum  was,  seems  to  be  more  a  mat- 
^r  of  conjecture  than  testimony.  We  are  furnished  with  the  affidavits  of 
Captains  Robeson  and  John  De  Hart.  The  former,  who  commanded  the 
Tesavius  in  the  years  1813, 1814,  and  1815,  thinks  she  might  have  earned 
^m  9800  to  $900  per  day ;  and  the  latter,  with  some  others,  think  she 
itight  have  earned  still  more.  But  these  opinions  are  based  upon  the 
liere  supposition  that  she  had  been  employed  all  the  time,  found  sufficient 
v^ight  and  passengers,  and  met  with  no  accidents.  Such  calculations  are 
lo  wldom  realized,  that  they  afford  us  but  little  assistance  in  coming  to 
^D  accurate  conclusion  as  to  what  would  have  been  the  actual  nett  profits 
^f  the  boat  had  she  not  been  impressed  ;  and  when  the  committee  consider 
||ll  the  numerous  hazards  incident  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  at 
hat  day,  and  the  many  contingencies  upon  which  a  successful  passage  up 
^1"  down  the  river  depended,  it  is  not  uncharitable  to  believe  that  the  wit- 
ll^SKS  may  have  imagined  far  greater  profits  than  experience  shows  were 
ben,  or  have  been  since,  realized.  Had  the  committee  been  furnished 
^th  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  a  few  trips  previous 
ti^d  subsequent  to  her  impressment,  it  would  have  afforded  much  aid.  But 
he  witnesses  only  give  the  price  of  freight  nnd  passengers,  and  how  much 
^  the  one  and  how  many  of  the  other  she  raiij^ht  have  taken,  and  what 
^ere  her  daily  expenses.  W  hat  her  profits  were,  before  and  afler  her  impress* 
Kleot,  would  have  been  far  more  Siitisfactory  than  what  they  might  have 
tea.    It  also  appears,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  report,  that  at  the 
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very  time  she  was  impressed,  Mr.  Fulton  had  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  Government  to  put  the  Vesuvius,  with  other  boats,  in  operation  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States ;  though  this  was  unknown  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
time  of  her  impressment.     A  copy  of  this  contract  is  herewith  submitted. 

Forty  thousand  dollars,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  advanced  to  Mr.  Ful- 
ton for  this  purpose  ;  from  which  the  committee  infer  that  he  did  not  con- 
template her  being  wholly  employed  in  transporting  passengers  and  freight 
for  individuals.  Neither  is  there  any  evidence  of  the  condition  of  the 
boat,  as  to  repairs  or  fitness  for  service  at  the  time.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, and  considering  the  hazards  and  contingencies  of  the  navigation 
of  the  river  at  that  day,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the  boat 
could  have  earned  him,  in  nett  profits,  even  $200  per  day,  she  would  have 
been  more  fortunate  and  more  profitable  than  boats  usually  were  at  that 
time,  or  have  been  since.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Government 
derived  no  benefit  from  this  boat  during  that  period. 

Mr.  Fulton,  in  his  lifetime,  in  1814,  received  $^40,000,  as  has  been  stated, 
from  the  United  States,  in  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out  steamboats 
on  the  western  waters  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  at  a  stipulated  price ;  but  no  such  services  were  rendered  by  Mr. 
Fulton,  owing  to  the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  other  causes.  This  som 
was  in  no  way  or  manner  accounted  for  by  Mr.  Fulton  in  his  lifetime.  It 
appears  that  a  suit  was  instituted  in  the  southern  district  of  New  York 
affainst  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Fultnn,  in  1820,  for  this  sum.  It  was  tried  in 
.  lo26,  and  a  verdict  rendered  for  the  defendants.  The  loss  of  the  profitsof 
the  Vesuvius  seems  to  have  been  filed  as  a  set-ofi*,  and  successfully.  It  doei 
not  appear  that  any  claim  was  made  at  the  time  for  services  in  superinteod* 
ing  the  construction  of  the  stoam-frigate,  or  for  the  use  of  his  patent;  nor 
does  it  appear  that  the  heirs  considered  that  they  had  any  claim  whale^rer 
against  the  United  Slates,  till  they  were  called  upon  for  the  SiO,U00  ad- 
vanced to  their  father. 

Throwing,  then,  the  ^5,000  advanced  to  Mr.  Fulton  to  make  experi- 
ments in  torpedoes,  <kc.,  out  of  the  question,  the  account  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Robert  Fulton  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
stand  thus :  f 

He  received  ^40,000  in  1814,  which  has  been  wholly  unaccounted  tor. 
To  balance  this,  there  are  his  services  for  superintending  the  building  of 
the  steam  frigate,  for  which  the  committee  would  allow  the  sum  of  gSjMl 

For  the  loss  of  profits  of  steamboat  Vesuvius,  72  days^  at  $200  per  day- 
say  $15,000. 

This  will  then  leave  the  sum  of  $20,000  still  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ful- 
ton— a  sum  abundantly  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  for  the  pretended  use  of 
his  patent,  and  for  every  other  description  of  claim. 

The  committee,  however,  can  find  no  evidence  that  Mr.  Polton  eftf 
expected  any  compensation  for  the  use  of  this  patent-right,  or  that  ih 
Government  ever  stipulated  to  pay  any  thing  for  its  use.  There  ii  ■• 
evidence  whatever  of  any  understanding  between  the  Govemmeot  aJ 
Mr.  Fulton  that  the  latter,  under  any  circumstances,  should  receive  anf 
remuneration  for  this  item  of  claim.  And  it  occurs  to  the  committee  tW 
Mr.  Fulton  engaged  in  this  service  with  a  view  to  his  own  ultimate  ad- 
vantage ;  and  that  the  Government  is  not  under  any  obligation  to  mak» 
any  compensation  whatever  for  that  particular  service.  Mr.  Pulton^  dealfc 
put  an  end  to  all  his  hopes  and  expectations — ^terminated  all  the  enterprise    } 
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s  inventive  genius  had  suggested.  This  event  was  mast  sensibly 
by  our  common  country — an  event  which,  beyond  all  doubt, 
I  the  accumulation  of  such  a  fortune  as  genius,  science,  and  skill, 
Dperly  exerted,  can  command.  And  while  the  committee  regret 
his  unexpected  demise  of  the  father,  the  children  are  left  without 
yet  they  cannot  permit  this  circumstance  to  deter  them  from  a 
ice  of  what  they  regard  as  their  duty  to  the  Senate.  In  their 
he  sum  of  $40,000,  which  Jlr.  Fulton  received  in  1814,  is  all 
as  a  right  to  claim  from  his  Government  for  the  services  by  him 
in  every  capacity. 

immittee  have,  as  they  have  hereinbefore  stated,  procured  a  copy 
itract  entered  into  between  Mr.  Fulton  and  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then 
of  War ;  and  tliey  would  respectfully  refer  the  Senate  to  that 
t.  It  shows  that  this  very  boat  Vesuvius  was  to  run  between  New 
ind  Louisville,  and  that  two  other  boats  were  to  i^e  furnished  by 
)n  for  the  same  service ;  and  that  another  boat,  the  Buflalo,  was 
)loyed  on  the  Oliio  river,  between  Pittsburg  and  Louisville ;  and 
rided  that,  ^^  if,  within  five  years  from  this  date,  the  said  sum  of 
thall  not  have  been  earned  and  compensated  to  the  Government 
lited  States  by  the  passage  of  troops  and  transport  of  munitions  of 
oresaid,  the  whole,  or  any  deficiency  of  said  $40,000,  not  satisfied 
lid,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  Robert  Fulton  and  the  stockholders 
oats  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  This  extract  is 
show  that  the  sum  allowed  by  tlie  committee  for  the  detention  of 
Vesuvius  Wits  most  ample.  The  committee  feel  disposed  to  do  entire 
the  heirs  of  Mr.  Fuhon.  Their  ancestor  has  received  from  the 
tates,  in  all,  forty-five  thousand  dollars:  no  part  of  which  can  be 

I  from  them.    And  could  they  find  any  just  ground  for  believing 

II  further  sum  ought  to  be  advanced  on  account  of  their  father's 
they  would  so  report ;  but,  so  far  from  entertaining  any  such  be- 
cannot,  from  all  the  facts  in  this  case,  doubt,  that,  had  Mr.  Fulton 
would  have  returned  to  the  United  States  much  of  the  ^40,000 

to  him  in  1814 ;  for  the  reason,  that  he  had  not  executed  the  con- 
er  which  liie  advance  was  made. 

is  another  circumstance  connected  with  this  affair  of  the  Vesuvius, 
tlie  committee  would  advert.  It  is  not  shown  what  was  the  precise 
[  cajiacity  of  this  boat  at  the  time  it  is  alleged  she  was  ordered  into  the 
tlie  United  States.  But  if  the  contract  had  been  carried  into  efiect,  the 
k  of  this  boat  would  have  devolved  upon  Mr.  Fulton  ;  and  had  the 
nued,  the  contract  would  undoubtedly  have  been  executed,  and  this 
I  others,  would  then  have  been  taken  into  the 'service  of  the  United 
nd  the  compensation  for  their  use  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ild  have  been  determined  by  the  contract  itself.  The  United  States 
Lve  been  authorized,  under  the  contract,  to  have  retained  this  boat 
:>thers  for  a  period  of  five  years.  And  it  does  not  appear  to  be  just 
neasure  of  damages  for  tlic  detention  of  this  boat  for  the  72  days 
!  estimated  on  the  ground  that  freight  and  passengers  were  abun- 
lat  particular  season  of  alarm.  The  true  mode  of  estimating  the 
or  the  detention  of  the  boat  would  be,  what  she  would  have  earned, 
rs  by  Iier  use  by  the  United  States  for  the  72  days  under  the  con- 
his  sum  could  not,  corii^idering  the  time  required  for  a  trip  from 
>ans  to  Louisville,  have  exceeded  the  $15,000.    It  is  supposed  that 
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the  entire  value  of  this  vessel  at  that  time  at  New  Orleans  could  not  hate 
exceeded  $20,000 ;  and  the  committee,  therefore,  feel  confident  that  the 
sum  they  are  disposed  to  set  apart  for  her  detention  is  most  ample. 

The  committee  are  free  to  admit  the  claim  Mr.  Fuhon  has  to  the  grati- 
tude of  his  country.  He  has  rendered  most  valuable  service,  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  power  of  steam  in  propelling  boats  upon  our  navij?ablG  waters. 
His  genius  and  skill  are  themes  which  every  American  would  dwell  upon 
with  pride  and  pleasure.  The  fruits  of  his  invention  and  science  are  expe- 
rienced in  every  quarter,  and  exhibited  in  every  direction :  all  this  is  true. 
And  his  memory  will  be  revered  so  long  as  our  rivers  shall  course  their  wav 
to  the  ocean.  And  were  it  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  pension  the  chil- 
dren of  our  public  benefactors,  but  few  would  be  found  possessing  claim 
equal  to  the  petitioners.  But,  in  a  question  of  strict  right  between  them  and 
the  United  States,  we  should  be  no  respecters  ot  persons.  If  any  thing  is  their 
due,  they  should  have  it ;  if  not,  it  would  be  not  only  inexpedient,  but  danger- 
ous, to  establish  a  precedent  which,  when  once  adopted,  may  lead  to  intenDi- 
nable  appropriations.  If  the  nation  desire  to  show  her  gratitude  to  the  hehsof 
one  of  her  most  munificent  benefactors,  let  it  not  be  done  disguisedly  under 
color  of  claim. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


February  2,  1829. 

TTie  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  arpkm 
children  of  the  late  Robert  Pidton,  have  had  the  same  under  conndenr 
tionj  and  beg  leave  to  submit  thefoUomng  report  : 

That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners  rests  upon  the  statement  of  sun- 
dry facts  relative  to  the  impressment  into  the  public  service,  in  the  year 
1815,  of  the  steamboat  Vesuvius,  belonging  to  their  late  father,  and  on  his 
services  as  an  engineer,  employed  to  superintend  the  construction  of  a 
steam-frigate  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Accidental  cir- 
cumstances have  prevented  the  petitioners  from  collecting  and  suhmittii^ 
to  the  committee  all  the  testimony  relative  to  the  imprejssment  of  the  Tcsn- 
vius  into  the  pubHc  service,  by  which  they  expect  to  substantiate  that  part 
of  their  appeal  to  Congress.  It  was  the  first  opinion  of  the  comniittee 
that  it  would  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  petitioners  to  renew  their  ap- 
plication to  Congress  at  the  next  session,  when  the  whole  of  their  cam 
might  be  submitted,  with  the  testimony  requisite  to  support  it  in  all  i|a 
parts ;  but  the  committee  have  learned,  with  pain,  that  their  situation  ii 
one  of  such  entire  destitution  as  to  compel  them,  at  the  risk  of  preJQdidii{ 
any  future  appeal  they  might  make  to  the  equity  of  Congress,  to  solicit, 
at  the  present  session,  an  allowance  of  whatever  they  may  be  entitled  to 
on  that  part  of  their  claim  which  is  made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
committee. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  House  that  the  late  Robert  Fulton  had  paid  wnA 
attention  to  the  subject  of  harbor  defence  by  steam  batteries.  Tlie  termina- 
tion of  the  war  did  not  admit  of  the  same  experimental  demonstration  of 
the  practicability  of  his  plan  to  effect  this  object,  which  has  attended  his 
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jvcr  memorable  efforts  for  the  application  of  steam  to  navigation.  But  it 
VBS  the  general  opinion  of  competent  judges  at  the  time,  of  our  distin- 
ruished  naval  officers,  and  of  Congress,  that  his  plan  for  harbor  defence 
)y  steam-batteries  was  capable  of  being  carried  into  the  most  effective  execu- 
ion  ;  nor  do  the  committee  know  that  any  thing  has  since  occurred  to  show 
he  fidlacy  of  this  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  inclined  to  think 
hat  the  t>elief  is  daily  gaining  ground,  that  the  application  of  steam  to  the 
)iirposes  of  naval  warfare  is  destined,  whenever  occasion  presents  itself,  to 
ake  effect  on  the  largest  scale. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1814,  a  number  of  citizens  of  New 
STork,  alarmed  at  the  exposed  situation  of  that  harbor,  assembled  with  a 
riew  to  consider  whether  some  measures  could  not  be  adopted  to  aid  the 
Beneral  Government  in  its  defence.  This  meeting  was  called  together  in 
DODsequence  of  the  public  attention  which  had  been  turned  to  Mr.  Fulton's 
[dans  of  harbor  defence.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  under  the  name  of  the 
Coast  and  Harbor  Defence  Committee^  were  deputed  by  this  assembly  to 
act  for  them.  To  this  committee  Mr.  Piilton  exhibited  models  and  plans 
hi  a  vessel  of  war,  capable  of  carrying  a  strong  battery,  with  furnaces  for 
led-hot  shot,  and  which,  he  represented,  would  move  at  the  rate  of  four 
miles  an  hour.  The  confidence  of  the  committee  in  the  practicability  of 
this  project  was  confirmed  by  the  opinions  of  some  of  our  most  distin- 
guished naval  officers— of  Commodores  Decatur,  Jones,  Evans,  Biddle, 
ferry,  and  Warrington,  who  expressed,  in  writing,  their  approbation  of 
Mr.  Fulton's  plan.  They  represented  that  a  steam-frigate,  in  a  calm  or  a 
light  breeze,  might  make  choice  of  her  position  :  that,  moving  only  at  the 
rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  she  could  be  rendered  more  formidable  in  our 
harbors,  bays,  and  rivers,  than  any  kind  of  armament  hitherto  invented; 
and  would  be  able  to  destroy  one  or  more  seventy-fours,  or  compel  them  to 
leave  our  waters.  They  gave  it  as  their  decided  opinion  that  it  was  highly 
expedient  for  the  public  good  to  carry  Mr.  Fulton's  plan  into  immediate 
execution. 

The  Committee  of  Sea  coast  and  Harbor  Defence  addressed  a  memorial 
to  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  also  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
iirging  the  execution  oi  the  plan  in  the  strons^est  terms,  under  the  super- 
ntendence  of  Mr.  Fulton,  without  whose  skill  and  talents,  they  state,  it 
ioald  not  be  carried  into  effect.  The  subject  was  favorably  entertained  by 
ingress  ;  and,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1814,  a  law  was  approved,  authoriz- 
Dg  the  President  to  cause  to  be  built  and  equipped  one  or  more  floating 
batteries  for  harbor  defence,  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  appro- 
priated for  the  object. 

The  building  of  a  steam-frigate  under  this  law  was  intrusted  to  the  fol- 
oving  commissioners,  viz :  General  Dearborn,  then  commanding  in  the 
nilitary  district  of  New  York,  Henry  Rutgers,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Samuel  L. 
ditchill,  and  Thomas  Morris;  and  by  these  commissioners  Mr.  Fulton 
vas  eniployed  as  engineer,  and  immediately  applied  himself  to  the  work, 
vithont  pay  or  emolument. 

An  nndertaking  of  this  kind  was  necessarily  attended  with  great  and 
inexpccted  difficulties ;  but  such  were  the  skill  and  perseverance  of  the 
logineer,  that  the  keel  of  the  vessel  was  laid  on  the  20th  of  June,  1814; 
ind-  in  about  four  months,  she  was  launched  in  the  presence  of  an  immense 
»DCourse  of  spectators.  Mr.  Fulton  continued  in  the  discharge  of  his 
Inties  as  engineer  for  the  construction  of  this  vessel  till  his  death.    In 
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January,  1815,  Mr.  John  R.  Livingston,  owner  of  a  steamboat  that 
between  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  but  which  had  been  stt>pj)ed  by  ihe 
operation  of  tfie  laws  of  the  latter  State,  petitioned  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey  lor  the  repeal  of  those  laws,  which  were,  in  fact,  rescinded,  after  a 
hearing  of  witnesses  and  counsel  for  several  days.  On  this  occasion  Mr. 
Fulton  attended  as  a  witness.  The  weather,  while  he  was  at  Trenton, 
was  uncommonly  cold,  and  lie  was  much  exposed  in  attending  in  the  hall 
of  the  legislature.  Wlien  he  was  crossing  the  Hudson  to  return  to  his 
home  and  family,  the  river  was  full  of  ice,  which  occasioned  his  beiog 
several  hours  on  the  water,  on  a  very  cold  day.  He  found  himself,  oo 
reaching  home,  much  indisposed.  He  was,  at  this  period,  exceedingly 
anxious  about  the  steam-frigate ;  and,  after  confining  himself  for  a  few 
days,  during  which  he  became  convalescent,  he  returned  to  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  in  the  construction  of  this  vessel.  In  doing  this,  he  remained 
a  long  time  exposed  to  the  ef  ects  of  bad  weather  on  the  deck  of  the  frigate. 
His  indisposition  returned  upon  him  wuh  such  violence  as  to  confme  him 
to  his  bed  ;  and,  on  the  24lh  of  February,  1815,  he  died. 

The  foregoing  facts  are  given  by  the  committee  as  of  public  notoriety. 
They  may  be  found,  with  many  others,  illustrating  the  importance  of  the 
public  services  of  Mr.  Fulton,  in  a  discourse  delivered  in  commemoratioa 
of  him  by  Mr.  Golden.  Such  of  them  as  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
support  the  claim  of  the  orphan  children  of  Fulton  are  proven  by  the  affi- 
davit of  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  construction 
of  the  frigate. 

For  his  services  in  this  important  trust,  to  which  he  seems  to  have  fallen 
a  victim,  it  appears,  from  the  papers  submitted,  that  Mr.  Fulton  never  asked 
nor  expected  any  compensation.  But  the  committee  cannot  think  that  this 
Government  would  take  any  advantage  of  this  piece  of  liberality  on  his 
part,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  orphan  children.  Mr.  Fulton,  though  not  then 
wealthy,  had  succeeded,  by  years  of  the  persevering  application  of  talents 
of  the  highest  order,  in  bringing  to  perfection  the  most  important  mechan- 
ical improvement  with  which  the  world  has  been  enriched  since  the  iuven- 
tion  of  the  art  of  printing.  Under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  he 
reasonably  promised  himself  the  rapid  acquisition  of  an  ample  fortune. 
The  devotion  of  his  great  talents  and  unequalled  skill  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  in  the  construction  of  the  steam-frigate,  was  certainly  intended  by 
him  as  a  gratuitous  contribution.  But  he  could  not  foresee  that,  in  the  dis- 
cbarge of  the  duty  he  so  honorably  took  upon  himself,  his  life  was  to  be 
sacrificed,  and  his  children  deprived  of  the  provision  he  would,  in  tU 
human  probability,  have  made  for  them.  As  little  could  he  foresee  the 
termination,  under  the  authority  of  the  F^ederal  Judiciary,  of  the  cxclnsiw 
privilege  which  the  State  of  New  York  had  granted  to  him  and  those  con- 
nected with  him,  and  the  consequent  ruin  of  the  interests  he  believed  lobe 
secure.  The  committee  are  in  the  painful  belief  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  make  a  liberal  allowance  for  his  services  as  an  engineer  in 
the  construction  of  the  steamfriffate,  as  the  only  resource  which  now  standi 
between  his  orphan  children  and  immediate  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

The  committee,  from  the  papers  before  them,  have  not  the  means  of  as- 
certaining the  day  on  which  Mr.  Fulton's  services  commenced.  The  law 
authorizmg  the  building  of  the  batteries  was  approved  March  9, 1814 
That  law  grew  out  of  the  representations  of  a  committee,  to  whona  Blr. 
Fulton  had  exhibited  plans  and  models.    The  time  necessary  for  these 
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proceedings  and  the  passagB  of  the  law  would  cany  back  his  employment 
in  this  service  to  the  beginning 'of  the  year  1814,  although  he  probably 
was  not  designated  as  engineer  till  some  time  in  March.  He  died,  while 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  at  the  close  of  February,  1816.  The 
committee  think  it  equitable,  therefore,  to  make  provision  for  a  year's 
service. 

They  have  felt  more  difficulty  in  fixing  on  the  proper  rate  of  allowance. 
This  they  do  not  feel  warranted  to  estimate  by  a  reference  to  the  impor- 
tance of  Mr.  Fulton's  other  services  to  the  country  at  targe.     They  pro- 
pose only  to  recommend  an  allowance  of  what  the  services  of  a  first  rate 
engineer,  employed  in  a  very  important  work,  may  be  considered  fairly 
worth.    They  understand  that  a  compensation  of  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  is  paid  to  the  engineer  charged  with  the  superintendence  of 
the  construction  of  the  dry  docks.    As  this  is  a  service  of  greater  perma- 
nency, a  somewhat  larger  allowance  might  fairly  be  made  for  a  shorter 
trust,  of  a  novel  and  arduous  character.     The  committee  have  accordinely 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  to  the  House  an  allowance  of  five 
thousand  dollars ;  and,  considering  the  highly  meritorious  and  peculiar 
nature  o(  the  case,  they  propose  a  farther  allowance  of  interest  from  the 
lime  the  service  was  performed  ;  and  they  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


To  the  honorable  the  Sejiate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  petition  of  Robert  Fulton.  Julia  Fulton,  Cornelia  Fulton,  and  Mary 
Fulton,  the  orphan  children  of  the  late  Robert  Fulton, 

Respectfully  showeth  : 

That  their  father,  Robert  Fulton,  contemplating  the  immense  advantages 
^hich  steam  navigation  would  confer  upon  our  western  country,  deter- 
mined to  ascertain  its  practicability ;  and,  after  expending  large  sums  of 
'^ney  in  obtaining  preliminary  information  in  regard  to  its  waters,  their 
Currents,  and  obstructions,  and  in  making  very  expensive  surveys,  did,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  build  a  boat  on  the 
Mississippi,  called  the  Vesuvius,  of  about  five  hundred  tons  burden,  which 
^as  constantly  and  profitably  employed  in  carrying  freight  and  passengers 
l>etween  Louisville  and  New  Orleans. 

Your  petitioners  further  show,  that  when  New  Orleans,  in  the  month  of 
Cfecember,  1814,  was  threatened  with  invasion,  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
Induced  by  the  urgency  of  the  circumstances,  impressed  the  said  boat,  em- 
barked troops  of  the  United  States  on  board  of  her,  and  ordered  her  to 

;  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  voyage,  with  the  troops  on 

board,  and  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  said  boat  ran 
^groimd,  and.  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  water  to  float  her,  remained 
in  that  situation  for  a  period  of  more  than  three  months ;  whereby  immense 
Profits  were  lost  to  their  said  father,  as  will  be  evident  from  the  fact  that 
^he  was  the  only  boat  on  the  river,  and  by  other  testimony,  which  will  be 
laid  before  your  honorable  body. 

Your  petitioners  further  show,  that  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen  the  Government  determined  to  build  a  floating  steam  battery  in 
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the  harbor  of  New  York ;  that  their  father  was  engaged  in  building  foui 
steamboats  at  Pittsbur^^ ;  that  he  immediately  abandoned  his  other  avoca- 
tions, and  made  an  offer  of  his  services  to  superintend  and  direct  the  con- 
struction and  completion  of  the  said  work  ;  that  he  was  thus  constantly 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  without  any  compensatioD 
during  the  whole  period.  Your  petitioners  have  been  informed,  and  be- 
lieve, that  in  these  services  he  was  actuated  by  his  desire  to  contribute  to 
the  common  defence,  and  his  wish  to  extend  the  fame  of  our  common 
country  in  arts  as  well  as  in  arms. 

Your  petitioners  further  show  unto  your  honorable  body,  that  their 
father  was  the  first  person  who  successfully  applied  steam  to  propel  vessels, 
by  establishing  steamboats  on  the  Hudson  river,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven,  and  died  in  the  full  conviction  that  an  ample  competence 
had  been  secured  to  them  by  his  industry,  and  the  gratitude  of  his  country- 
men, manifested  in  the  grant  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  the  exclusive 
right  of  navigating  the  waters  of  the  State,  by  steamboats,  for  a  limited  pe- 
riod; which  grant  was  declared  valid  by  the  highest  tribunals  of  that  Suie, 
but  subsequently  decided  to  be  invalid  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  not  for  want  of  sufficient  consideration,  but  on  the  sole  ground  that 
it  interfered  with  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade  by  the  granting 
of  coasting  licenses. 

Your  memorialists  further  show,  that,  by  this  unforeseen  and  unexpected 
decision,  instead  of  afQuence  and  fortune,  their  only  inheritance  has  been 
dependence,  poverty,  and  protracted  litigation  ;  and  they  are  now  reduced 
to  the  painful  necessity  of  urging  upon  your  honorable  bodies  every  claim, 
both  legal  and  equitable,  of  a  father  whose  name  they  hear  universally  hon- 
ored as  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  his  country,  and  whose  services 
are  unrewarded,  while  his  hapless  children  are  cast  upon  the  world  desti- 
tute of  even  the  means  of  subsistence. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  your  honorable  bodies  will  grant 
such  rehef  in  the  premises  as  to  you,  in  your  wisdom  and  justice,  may 
seem  meet;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

ROBERT  FULTON, 
JULIA  FULTON, 
CORiNELLA  FULTON, 
MARY  FULTON. 


Deposition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Morris. 

Thomas  Morris,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  depoifldi 
and  saith :  That,  some  time  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britaia,thii 
deponent,  at  the  instance  of  the  late  Robert  Fulton,  and  in  coDoexioo  wiA 
several  other  persons,  whose  names  he  does  not  now  recollect,  submitted  to 
the  Navy  Department  a  proposition  to  build  a  steam  frigate,  to  be  emplojfvi 
by  the  Government  as  a  ship  of  war  :  that  they  offered  either  to  build  tin 
said  frigate  at  their  own  expense,  and  that  of  their  associates,  the  Gafen- 
ment  giving  to  them  the  avails  of  all  captures  that  the  said  frigate  migbt 
make,  and  paying:  them  for  such  of  the  enemy's  vessels  as  she  might  destroy; 
or  to  superintend  the  construction  of  said  frigate  without  compensitioB 
to  themselves,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  Government :  that  the  latter  alle^ 
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ative  was  adopted  by  the  Navy  Department ;  and  that  General  Dearborn, 
[enry  Rutgers,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  and  this  deponent,  were  appointed  by 
lid  department  to  superintend  and  equip  the  said  frigate :  that  the  com- 
lissioners  thus  appointed  employed  the  late  Robert  Fulton  as  their  engineer: 
lat  all  the  difficulties  (which  were  numerous)  attending  the  construction  of 
le  said  frigate  devolved  on  the  said  Robert  rulton  :  that  the  commissioners 
slied  entirely  on  the  said  Robert  Fulton  for  all  the  draughts,  plans,  and  cal« 
alations  ;  for  the  procuring,  and  presenting  to  them  for  their  approbation, 
^ntracts  for  the  supplying  the  timber,  the  copper,  the  iron,  and  all  the  other 
laterials  relative  to  the  construction  of  said  vessel :  tliat  your  deponent 
elieves  that  the  said  Fulton  was  employed  almost  entirely  between  twelve 
nd  eighteen  months  in  the  construction  of  the  said  frigate,  having  had 
umerous  difficulties  to  encounter,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  procuring 
be  castings,  some  of  which  were  on  so  large  a  scale  that  many  experiments 
rare  made  before  such  could  be  procured  as  were  required.  And  this  de- 
oneai  further  says,  that  the  said  Robert  Fulton  never  received  from  the 
ud  commissioners  any  compensation  whatever ;  nor  does  he  believe  that 
;e  received  any  from  the  Navy  Department,  for  all  bis  trouble,  labor,  and 
nziety  in  and  about  this  business.  And  this  deponent  further  says,  that, 
rhile  the  said  Robert  Fulton  was  thus  engaged  in  devoting  his  time  and 
alents  to  what  he  and  others  believed  to  be  the  promotion  of  the  best  inter- 
sts  of  our  country,  this  deponent  is  convinced  that  he  might,  if  the  same 
ndustry  and  talent  had  been  employed  in  his  own  private  pursuits,  and  for 
lis  own  emolument,  have  securcid  to  himself  and  family  a  very  handsome 
Qdependency.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOMAS  MORRIS. 

Sworn,  this  21st  day  of  January,  1829,  before  me. 

SAMUEL  R.  BETTS, 
Judge  of  the  V.  S.for  saiUhtm  district  of  New  York. 


OINT  RESOLUTION,  directing  the  adjadtment  of  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Robert  Fulton.    (Jon*  16, 1834.) 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representatives  cononrring  there- 
D,)  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
lirected  to  raise  and  settle,  in  equity  and  i^ood  conscience,  an  account  on 
he  part  of  the  United  States  with  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
lobert  Fulton,  deceased,  embracing  the  folio  (ving  items  of  debit  and  credit, 
iz: 

The  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  to  be  charged  with  all  advances 
Dot  accounted  for)  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  said  Robert  Fulton, 
leeeased,  while  in  full  life. 

Per  Contra  :  The  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  to  be  credited  with 
be  full  indemnity  due  to  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  for  having  a 
teamboat,  to  him  belonging,  on  the  Mississippi,  taken  from  him,  and  im- 
liessed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

The  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  also  to  be  credited  with  the  full 
ndemnity  due  to  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  for  the  superintending 
he  boilding  of  the  steam-battery  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  for  the  use  of 
be  United  States,  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  use  of  said  Robert  Fulton's 
lalent-right  thereto  in  that  instance. 
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Resolved,  (in  manner  aforesaid,)  That  the  balance  (if  any)  which  shall 
be  found  due  in  the  premises,  on  the  said  principles  of  equity  and  good 
conscience,  be  paid  to  said  heirs  and  legal  representatives  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION,  referring  the  petitioa  aud  papers  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fuitoc 
deceased,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  report  thereon  to  Congress.    (April  9, 1836.) 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Vnitei 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  1.  That  the  petition  andpapen 
of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to 
state  an  account  between  the  United  States  and  said  heirs,  by  debitio; 
them  with  all  the  moneys  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  and  not  settled  od 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

2.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  all  moneys  advanced  or  expended  bjf 
the  said  Fulton,  in  and  about  the  business  of  the  United  States  committed 
to  his  care,  or  about  which  he  had  an  agency. 

3.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  a  compensation  commensurate  with  thevaloe 
and  importance  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  said  Robert  Fulton  to  the 
United  States,  in  inventing  a  system  of  coast  and  harbor  defence,  and  a 
testing  its  utility,  so  far  as  he  was  employed  or  engaged  to  render  sodi 
services  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  when  such  services  were 
recognised  as  having  been  rendered  for  the  United  States,  previous  to,or 
during,  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

4.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  the  like  compersation  for  the  serricei 
of  the  said  Robert  Fulton  for  inventing  and  in  superintending  the  coo- 
struction  of  a  steam-frigate  at  New  York,  during  and  after  said  war. 

6.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  a  just  and  equitable  compensation  for 
the  detention  of  the  steamboat  Vesuvius  at  New  Orleans,  from  theSfthrf 
December,  1814  to  the  12th  of  March,  1815,  both  days  inclusive,  beiiytbe 
time  the  said  boat  remained  aground  by  reason  of  her  being  impressed  ifltt 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  grounded  when  in  said  service. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  said  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I* 
authorized  to  take  such  further  testimony  as  he  shall  think  necessary ;  iD^ 
that  he  ascertain  what  defence  was  made  to  the  suit  in  favor  of  the  unitt' 
States  against  the  representatives  of  Robert  Fulton,  in  the  southern  diiUii^ 
of  New  York,  and  what  composed  the  items  of  setoff  to  the  claim  of  ibi 
United  States ;  and  that  said  Secretary  report  his  proceedings  at  the  neit 
session  of  Congress. 


Navy  Department, /oimarySi  ISST* 
Sir:  On  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatim of Ai 
9th  of  April  last,  referring  the  petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of  BflW 
Fulton,  deceased,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  report  tfaereon  Id  Oi^ 
gress,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

1.  By  the  resolution,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  required  to  ■•■^ 
account  between  the  United  States  and  said  heirs,  by  debiting  then 
alt  the  moneys  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Fultoni  and  not  settled  on  the 
•f  the  Treasury  Department. 
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2.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  all  moneys  advanced  or  expended  by 
the  said  Fulton,  in  and  about  the  business  of  the  United  States  committed 
to  his  care,  or  about  which  he  had  an  agency. 

3.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  a  compensation  commensurate  with  the  value 
and  importance  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  said  Rol)ert  Fulton  to  the 
United  States,  in  inventing  a  system  of  coast  and  harbor  defence,  and  in 
testing  its  utility,  so  far  as  he  was  employed  or  engaged  to  render  such 
services  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  when  such  services 
Rrere  recognised  as  having  been  rendered  for  the  United  States,  previous 
o  or  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

4.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  the  like  compensation  for  the  services  of 
he  said  Robert  Fulton,  for  inventing  and  in  superintending  the  construction 
jf  a  steam  frigate  at  New  York,  during  and  after  the  said  war. 

5.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  a  juct  and  equitable  compensation  for  the 
lefention  of  the  steamboat  Vesuvius  at  New  Orleans,  from  the  30th  of  De- 
;eaiber,  1814,  to  the  12th  of  March,  181 5,  both  days  inclusive,  being  the  time 
mid  boat  remained  aground,  by  reason  of  her  being  impressed  into  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  United  States,  and  grounded  when  in  said  service. 

Under  this  resolution,  I  have  given  a  most  careful  consideration  to  the 
subjects  referred. 

The  charges  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  against  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Pulton,  are  specific  and  certain  ;  but  those  on  the  part  of  the  estate  against 
the  United  States  are  vague  and  uncertain.  In  their  support,  estimates, 
believed,  from  all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  to  be  just  and  equitable,  must 
be  substituted  for  facts  proved  by  legal  evidence.  The  nature  and  terms 
Df  the  reference  imply  a  wide  range  of  discretion  in  stating  the  account 
required. 

The  first  item  of  account  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  against  the 
sstate  of  Mr.  Fulton  is  the  sum  of  5,000  dollars,  advanced  to  him  in  the 
year  1810,  to  enable  him  to  make  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  efficiency  of  his  torpedoes,  as  a  part  of  a  system  of  coast  and  harbor 
defence. 

The  exact  amount  of  money  expended  by  Mr.  Fulton  in  making  these 
experiments  is  not  known ;  but,  from  what  appears  in  the  case,  no  doubt 
can  be  entertained  that  he  expended  the  whole  of  the  5,000  dollars  in  those 
experiments,  and  probably  more ;  but  as  he  was  limited  by  the  appropria- 
tion to  that  sum,  no  more  can  be  allowed  in  stating  the  account.  And  I 
have  no  doubt,  from  reading  the  report  on  those  experiments,  and  the  cor- 
respondence respecting  them,  that  an  equal  amount  ought  to  be  allowed 
for  his  personal  services  in  making  these  experiments. 

The  second  charge  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  against  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Fulton,  is  for  the  sum  of  40,000  dollars,  advanced  on  a  contract  made 
on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1814,  to  put  the  steamboats  Vesuvius,  JStna, 
New  Orleans,  and  Natchez,  in  operation,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
troops  and  munitions  of  war  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the  BuflTalo 
steamboat,  intended  to  trade  on  the  Ohio  river ;  to  be  employed  by  the 
United  States  at  certain  rates  of  freight  fixed  by  the  contract,  by  which  the 
EDoney  advanced  was  to  be  paid. 

The  return  of  poace  soon  after  the  making  this  contract  prevented  its 
fulfilment.  Three  days  after  it  was  made,  and  btfore  it  could  be  known 
It  New  Orleans,  the  steamboat  Vesuvius  was  impressed  and  taken  into  the 
lervice  of  the  United  States,  for  transporting  troops,  when  that  city  was 
lueatened  with  invasion ;  but  not  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract| 
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nor  in  fulfilment  of  the  same.  And  while  thus  in  the  service  of  the  UDited 
States,  the  said  steamboat  was  run  aground,  and,  from  a  full  of  the  water 
in  the  river,  remained  in  that  situation  for  nearly  three  mouths ;  for  which 
Mr.  Fulton  claimed  a  remuneration  equal  to  the  profits  he  might  have 
made  at  that  time,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  by  bis 
steamboat,  if  she  had  not  been  impressed  and  taken  for  the  service  ot  the 
United  States.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
what  those  profits  might  have  been. 

The  opinion  of  Robeson  De  Hart,  who  commanded  the  steamboat  Yesn. 
vius  in  the  years  1813,   1814,  and  1816,  and  duriug  the  time  she  was 
aground,  as  he  has  expressed  it  under  oath,  is,  that  as  the  steamboat  Tesu- 
vius  was  the  only  steamboat  between  1  iOuisville,  in  Kentucky,  and  Nev 
Orleans,  in  the  winter  of  1814-'15,  and  as  she  arrived  at  riew  Orkios 
during  the  great  alarm  occasioned  by  the  appearance  of  the  British  armj 
before  the  city,  her  services  might  have  been  worth  to  her  owner  during  the 
campaign,  f  which  lasted  between  three  and  four  months,)  from  eii^ht  tonioe 
hundred  dollars  per  day.   According  to  the  opinions  of  John  De  l^t,  Jasper 
Lynch,  and  others,  the  estimate  should  have  been  much  higher.    Bat  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  estimate,  as  an  average  for  the  whole  time  the  boit 
was  aground,  is  too  high.     We  have,  however,  lately  been  paying  at  the 
rate  of  600  dollars  a  day  in  some  instances  for  a  steamboat  in  the  maoA 
campaign  against  the  Indians,  when  steamboats  are  much  more  easily]^ 
cured  than  they  were  in  1814  and  1816  :  and  I  think  that  600  dollars  per 
day  for  the  use  of  the  steamboat  Vesuvius,  and  the  damage  she  sustaioed 
during  the  time  she  was  aground,  is  not  an  unreasonable  charge  for  tbe 
same.    This,  with  such  allowance  for  the  damage  done  to  the  stcamboi^ 
will  amount  to  about  60,000  dollars — exceeding  the  sum  advanced  upoadK 
contract  by  10,000  dollars. 

A  suit  was  brought  in  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  against  the  representatives  of  Robert  Fulton,  decease^ 
which  was  tried  in  February,  1826.  I  have  endeavored  to  discover  wU 
composed  the  items  of  setofi*  to  the  claims  of  the  United  States ;  but  nif 
httle  information  in  this  case  can  be  obtained,  in  addition  to  that  found  ia 
the  documents  and  papers  referred.  « 

William  M.  Price  and  John  Anthon,  Esquires,  were  of  counsel  for  the  T 
defendants  in  this  suit,  but,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  they  have  no  distintf  f    , 
recollection  of  the  defence.     Mr.  Price,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  November  j 
last,  says  that  his  best  impression  is,  that  the  setofi*  of  the  defendants  a 
this  suit  consisted  of  some  two  thousand  dollars  tor  the  transportatioooi 
the  munitions  of  war,  and  about  70,000  dollars  as  a  loss  sustained  by  Mf* 
Pulton,  by  the  seizure  by  the  Government  of  his  steamboat  Vesuvifli 
The  jury  were  of  opiaion  that  the  United  States  were  indebted  to  the d^       J 
fendants,  and  were  about  to  certify  a  balance  ;  but,  on  being  informed  M 
this  would  be  irregular,  they  found  a  general  verdict  in  favor  of  thedeicflr 
ants.    Mr.  Anthon's  recollection  does  not  enable  him  to  throw  any  fuitto 
light  upon  this  subject.     What  balance  the  jury  would  have  given  ih 
defendants,  if  permitted,  cannot  now  be  known. 

There  is  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  sum  which  should  be  alb*^    ^  . 
ed  as  a  compensation  commensurate  with  the  value  and  importance  of  V*  '^ 
Fulton's  services  in  inventing  and  constructing  a  steam-fngate  it  ^ 
York|  during  and  after  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Fulton  secured  to  himself  the  right  of  a  patent  for  this  inventioO|  I 
f^jfbit  whole  benefit  of  which  has  resolted^to  the  United  States.   Alib«"  ! 
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ite  of  Ibe  Talae  and  importance  of  hi9  serrieefl  in  this  ioTantiAn 
i  be  adopted. 

B  opinions  expressed  in  the  papers  referred  are  in  favor  of  a  very  high 
ite  of  the  value  and  importance  of  this  invention ;  and  the  MoMrs* 
t  and  Geor^  L.  Schuyler,  in  their  letter  of  the  3d  of  last  roonthy 
m  their  opinion  that  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars  should  be  awarded  to 
sirs  of  Fulton,  for  the  use  of  his  patent-right  and  improvements  for 
onstrnction  of  steam-frigates.  Although  I  place  great  confidence  in 
>inion  of  these  gentlemen,  yet  I  think  their  estimate  is  too  high ;  but 
satisfied,  from  the  best  consideration  I  can  give  to  the  case,  that  60,009 
8  would  be  no  more  than  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  use  of  this 
rrif[[ht  and  improvements. 

le  Messrs.  Robert  and  George  L.  Schuyler  also  state  in  their  letten 
in  their  opinion,  the-  sum  of  25,000  dollars  should  be  allowed  as  a 
msation  for  the  services  ot  Mr.  Fulton  as  superintendent  in  the  con- 
ion  of  the  steam-frigate  at  New  York  ;  and  as  this  opinion  is  corrob- 
l  by  much  testimony  in  the  case,  I  cousider  that  sum  as  a  liberai,  and, 
same  time,  no  more  than  au  adequate,  allowance  for  these  services. 
Bse  principles  above  stated  I  have  adopted  as  the  basis  of  tUe  acconnt 
t  it  18  my  duty  to  stale ;  agreeably  to  which|  the  account  will  stadd 


United Siaies,  in  account  with  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton^  deeeased. 

Dr. 


To  money  expended  by  Robert  Fulton  in  making 
experiments  for  coast  and  harbor  defence,  by  means 
of  torpedoes  .  .  .  .  - 

Services  in  making  experiments  in  the  same 

Damages  for  the  detention  of  the  steamboat  Yesu- 
vins  from  30th  December,  1814,  to  I2th  March, 
1816 

The  use  of  Mr.  Fulton's  patent-right  for  construct- 
ing steam-frigates  .  .  .  . 

iServices  as  superintendent  in  building  a  steam-frig- 
ate at  New  York     .  -  .  .  - 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  R.  Fulton,  9100,000 

Cr. 


S5,000  00 
6,000  00 


60,000  00 
60,000  00 
26,000  00 


9146,000  00 


$100,000  00 


By  cash  advanced  for  making  experiments  for  coast 
aiul  harbor  defence,  by  torf^oes  •  .  - 

By  cash  advanced  on  contract  to  fit  out  steamboats, 
(as  per  contract)    •  •  - 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  R.  Fulton  ^    - 


86,000  00 

40,000  00 
100,000  Oil 

•146|000  00 
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The  papers  and  documents  referred  are  herewith  returned,  together  with 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Anthon,  and  of  the  Messrs.  R.  and  G.  U 
Schuyler,  mentioned  in  this  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 
To  the  Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

SptcJcer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Memorandum  of  an  agreement  entered  into  this  2Tth  day  of  DecemhtTf 
in  the  year  IS  14,  between  the  Honorable  James  Monroe^  Secretary  tif 
War^fer  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  first  part^  and  Bibert 
Fidimij  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  oumers^ 
the  VestwiuSj  the  Etna,  and  the  New  Orleans  and  Natchez  steamboati, 
trading  and  intethded  to  trade  on  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  Buf' 

.  falo  steamboat  J  intended  to  trade  on  the  Ohio  river,  of  the  second  pari. 

Whereas  it  is  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  the  ;said  steamboats 
should  be  put  into  operation  with  all  possible  despatch,  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  troops  and  the  munitions  of  war  on  said  rivers  : 

It  is  hereby  agreed  by  the  party  of  the  first  part  to  immediately  advance 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  and  on  account  of  the  Unild 
States,  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  $40,00U  in  Treasury  notes,  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  and  bringing  into  operation  said  steamboats,  andoD 
the  following  conditions : 

That,  durina:  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  and  these  United  States, 
and  until  said  $40,000  shall  be  repaid  or  satisfied  to  the  United  States  bf 
tbfd  passage  of  troops  or  freight  in  said  steamboats,  or  in  (he  money  drcula- 
tiiig  medium  of  the  United  States,  all  ofiicers  and  troops,  finding  their  ovd 
provisions  and  bedding,  shall  be  transported  in  the  steamboats,  from  LoQi»> 
ville  to  New  Orleans  down  the  stream  for  $10  each,  and  from  New  Orlcitf 
to  Louisville  up  the  stream  ior  $20  eac/i ;  in  all  cases  of  shorter  distances 
each  person  shall  be  transported  for  one  cent  a  mile  down  the  stream,  ^ 
two  cents  a  mile  up  the  stream;  all  ordnance,  military  stores,  and  muDi- 
tion3  of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  can  be  conveyed  io 
steamboats,  and  of  which  the  captain  shall  be  the  judge,  shall  be  traaspoit* 
ed  down  the  stream  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans  at  the  rate  of  |1  F^ 
ton  lor  one  hundred  miles,  or  up  the  stream  at  the  rate  of  $3  a  ton  fo.'  eadi 
hundred  miles. 

In  the  Bufifalo  steamboat  on  the  Ohio  river,  officers  and  men,  finding  their 
-own  provisions  and  bedding,  shall  be  conveyed  down  the  river  from  PitJ 
burg  to  Louisville  (or  $4  each,  or  up  the  stream  the  same  distance  forP 
eacAf  and  in  like  proportions  for  shorter  distances  ;  miUtary  stores,  prpn* 
sions,  and  munitions  of  war,  shall  be  conveyed  down  the  stream  from  Fit^ 
burg  to  Louisville  for  50  cents  per  hundred  weight,  and  up  the  stream  !*• 
sahie  distance  for  SI  50  the  hundred  weight,  and  in  like  proportions  ft 
shorter  distances. 

And  if,  within  five  years  from  this  date,  the  said  sum  of  $40,000 shall  00^ 
have  been  earned  and  compensated  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Sial^ 
by  the  passage  of  troops  and  transport  of  munitions  of  war  as  aforesaid,  th> 
whole  or  any  deficiency  of  said  $40,000  not  satisfied  as  aforesaid  shall  br 
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piUbf  dMMud  Robttt  FoItoD,  and  the  stoekfaokhw  in  laid  bo*ti,totli» 

GMHnment  of  the  United  States.  

BOBERT  FULTON. 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  praaenee  o£— 
Ij.  a.  Rigail,  witness  to  R.  Fulton^  signatoie. 


L  ^'  *  ^  .1 


Sth  CoNGREfls,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  373  -| 

Ut  Session.  ^  -* 

RESOLUTIONS 

OP 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  GE0RGL4., 


y  so  amending'  the  cofistUntion  of  (he  United  States  as  to  authorize 
circuit  j ad ffes  of  the  United  iStates  to  surrender  fugitives  frotn  justice. 


March  11,  1840. 

ferrtd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  accompanying- 
documents  submitted  by  Mr.  Lumpkin. 


The  Federal  constitiilion  having  been  framed  partially  with  a  view  to 
?ulate  the  coiistilutional  intercourse  between  the  sovereign  States  that 
iaified  it,  and  having  conferred  all  the  powers  necessary  and  proper  for 
frying  its  provisions  into  full  effect  upon  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
is  incumbent  on  tliat  body,  by  its  legislation,  to  secure  the  several  State* 
the  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional  rights.  Not  the  least  important 
3ulation  in  that  compact  is,  that  "a" person  charged  with  treason,  felony, 
otfier  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State, 
ill;  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which  he 
I,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  ' 
me. 

Doubtless  the  past  legislation  on  this  subject  has  been  predicated  iipoa 
presumption  that  each  State  having,  in  the  pledged  faith  of  all  the  others,, 
ufficient  guaranty,  nothing  more  was  requisite  than  to  prescribe  the 
ms  which  should  give  authenticity  to  the  demand  ;  doubtless,  too,  in  the 
le  which  gave  birth  to  the  constitution,  whilst  the  Union  was  young,  and 
'  revolutionary  associations  fresh  and  warm,  this  presumption  found  its 
rrant  in  the  mutual  fidelity  which  promptly  responded  to  all  executive 
nands.  To  this  generation  has  been  reserved  the  humiliating  spectacle 
I  sovereign  State  making  herself  a  city  of  refiige  for  fugitive  felons  from 
sister  confederates.  Two  such  cases  of  recent  occurrence  demonstrate 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  existing  laws  for  carrying  into  effect  this  provision 
he  constitution.  They,  moreover,  clearly  indicate  the  cause  of  this  in- 
ciency.  Those  laws  are  dependent  for  their  execution  upon  the  mere 
1  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  several  States,  who  neither  are,  nor  can 
tnade,  responsible  to  the  General  Government.  If,  then,  it  be  correctly 
limed  that  the  Federal  Legislature  is  bound  to  make  ample  provision  for 
contemplated  exigency,  and  if  experience  has  proved  that  reliance  oa 
te  authorities  is  delusive,  the  question  occurs,  whether  there  be  any  other 
]e  which  gives  fairer  promise  of  security.  May  not  the  object  be  ac* 
TSl  Rives,  primers.  j 
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complished  by  employing  in  that  service  officers  appointed  by,  and  respon- 
sible to,  the  P^'ederal  Government?  Inasmuch  as  that  Government  has  era- 
ployed  in  every  Slate  of  the  Union  competent,  judicial,  and  minisieriai 
officers,  it  is  believed  that  this  duty,  enjoined  by  the  highest  obligations, 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  harmony  and  perpetuity  of  the  Union, 
may  i)e  appropriately  and  efficiently  performed  through  their  instrumentality. 
There  would  seem  to  be  a  peculiar  fitness  in  providing  that  the  aid  which 
she  is  bound  to  afford  to  the  State  judiciaries  should  result  from  the  action 
of  her  own  judiciary.  The  process  would  be  simple,  and  the  agents  directly 
responsible  to  the  power  whence  the  laws  to  be  executed  emanate. 

Be  it  thcra/ore  resolved^  That  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  enacted 
to  carry  into  ellect  tlie  latter  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution  are  wholly  inadequate  to  the  object. 

Be  it  further  resolver/,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly, 
those  statutes  should  be  so  amended  as,  first,  to  authorize  the  demand  in 
the  cases  contemplated  to  be  made  upon  the  circuit  judge  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  in  the  State  wherein  such  fugitive  may  be  found; 
secondly,  to  require  that  such  judge,  upon  such  demand  being  made  in  doc 
form  of  law,  shall  issue  his  warrant,  to  be  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  wherein  such  fugitive  may  be,  requiring  his  ar- 
rest and  delivery  to  the  agent  duly  authorized  to  receive  him,  whoshallbe 
named  in  such  warrant ;  thirdly,  to  require  each  marshal  to  whom  anysuch 
warrant  shall  be  delivered,  forthwith  to  execute  the  same. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  Representatives  be  requested,  to  have  the  act  of  Congress  passed  oo 
the  12th  of  February,  1793,  to  carry  into  efTect  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  amended  as  to 
make  it  obligatory  on  the  said  district  judge  to  surrender  any  person  who 
may  be  found  in  any  State  or  Territory,  and  who  is  charged  in  any  other 
State  or  Territory  with  the  commission  of  any  act  which  is  constituted  a 
•crime  by  the  laws  of  said  State  or  Territory  where  he  is  so  charged, to- 
the  executive  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory  where  the  offence  is  all^ 
to  have  been  committed. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  forward  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  copies  of  tl» 
above  preamble  and  resolutions,  with  a  request  that  they  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure such  amendments  of  the  statutes  in  question  as  in  their  judgtueflt 
^ill  be  best  calculated  to  eflect  the  desired  object. 

ROBT.  M.  ECHOLS, 
President  of  the  Senate. 


Attest : 


Attest: 


David  J.  Bailey. 

JOSEPH  DAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representaiiva* 


Joseph  Sturges,  Clerk. 
Approved  December  24, 1839. 


CHARLES  J.  McDonald; 

Govenw. 
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Governor  Schley  to  the  Governor  of  Maine. 

Executive  Department,  Georgia, 

Milledgeville,  June  21, 1.837. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  an  affidavit 
f  James  Sagiirs,  taken  before  a  lawful  officer  of  this  'State,  and  other 
roceedings  had  thereon,  charging  Daniel  Philbrook,  late  master  of  the 
chooner  (or  brig)  "  Susan,"  and  Edward  Kelleran,  mate  of  said  vessel, 
[iigitives  from  justice  in  this  State,)  with  the  offence  of  feloniously  inveigling, 
tealing,  and  conveying  away  a  negro  man-slave,  named  Atticus,  the  properly 
f  said  James  Sagurs  and  Henry  Sagurs :  which  copy  1  have  caused  to  be 
arefully  compared  with  the  original,  and  certified  accordingly.  I  have 
Iso,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  I2th  of  February,  1793, 
especting  fugitives  from  justice,  <fcc.,  appointed  an  agent,  on  the  part  of  this 
Itate,  to  receive  and  convey  the  fugitives  to  the  county  of  Chatham,  in  this 
Itate,  to  bci  tried  for  the  offence  with  which  they  stand  charged. 

Your  excellency  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  consider  this  my  demand, 
nder  said  statute,  for  the  said  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran^ 
nd  to  order  their  arrest,  if  to  be  found  in  the  State  over  which  you  preside, 
nd  cause  them  to  be  delivered  to  Mordecai  Sheftall,  junior,  the  author- 
2ed  agent  of  this  State  for  the  above  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  (•bedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SCHLEY. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Maine^ 

Augusta^  Me. 


James  Sagurs^s  affidavit. 

eoRGiA,  Chatham  county : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  Felt,  a  magistrate  duly  appointed 
and  for  said  county,  Jp.mes  Sagurs,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
ilh :  That  one  Daniel  Philbrook,  late  master  of  the  schooner  Susan,  of 
iston,  and  one  Edward  Kelleran,  late  mate  of  said  vessel,  as  deponent  also 
ilieves,  did,  on  or  about  the  Jourth  day  of  May  last,  feloniously  inveigle, 
^1,  take,  and  carry  away,  without  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a 
igro  man-slave,  named  Atticus,  the  property  of  this  deponent  and  his 
ether,  Henry  Sagurs :  and,  further,  he  saith  that  the  said  Daniel  Philbrook 
id  Edward  Kelleran  have  been  guilty,  as  deponent  is  informed  and  believes, 
'  a  felony  under  the  laws  of  this  State ;  and,  therefore,  prays  a  warrant 
ay  issue  against  the  said  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran,  that 
cy  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law.  And  this  deponent  further  saith, 
at,  since  the  commission  of  said  felony,  the  said  Daniel  Philbrook  and 
dward  Kelleran  have  fled  from  this  State,  and  are,  as  he  believes,  at  this 
lie  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  the  United  States. 

JAMES  SAGURS. 

8.om  to,  before  me,  this  16th  June,  1837.     ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^ 
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Governor  Dunlap  to  Governor  Schley, 

State  of  Maine,  Executive  Department, 
Augusta,  August  16, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  communication, 
enclosing  the  affidavit  of  James  Sagurs,  and  demanding  the  arrest  of  Daniel 
Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran,  accused  of  having  feloniously  inveigled, 
stolen,  and  carried  away,  without  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  negro 
slave. 

Whatever  may  have  been  urged  relative  to  this  or  any  kindred  subject, 
by  individuals  or  self-constituted  societies,  the  offence  indicated  in  the  affi. 
davit  being  made  penal  by  the  laws  of  Georgia,  would,  in  my  view,  require 
Executive  interference  as  really  and  as  readily  as  offences  of  any  other  cha- 
racter. 1  am,  however,  dissuaded  from  complying  with  your  excellency's 
request,  not  from  any  sympathies  with  those  who  would  wantonly  violate 
the  laws  of  a  sister  State,.but  from  considerations  which  I  beg  leave  now  to 
present. 

So  far  as  I  hare  received  any  information  relative  to  Philbrook  and  Kel- 
leran, their  visit  to  your  State  was  in  the  course  of  their  ordinary  business 
as  mariners.  Their  vessel  being  at  the  south,  they  navigated  it  homeward 
by  the  usual  route  and  in  the  usual  time.  They  had  stated  homes,  to  which 
they  openly  returned  ;  at  those  homes  they  took  up  their  residence  and  con- 
ducted their  afliiirs  there  without  concealment,  and  in  all  respects  conform- 
ably to  the  usages  of  innocent  and  unsuspecting  citizens.  Whether  such  a 
course  of  conduct  is  to  be  a  fleeing  from  justice,  within  the  meaninor  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  and  whether  men  so  conducting  are  to  be  viewed  as  "fugi- 
tives," may  present  a  question  of  some  importance,  but  which  it  does  uot 
now  seem  necessary  for  me  to  decide. 

The  affidavit  suggests  two  causes  for  the  proposed  arrest :  one  is,  that 
the  supposed  fugitives  have  been  guilty,  as  the  deponent  has  been  inform- 
ed and  believes,  of  a  felony  under  the  laws  of  your  State.  Felony  is  a 
generic  term,  embracing  many  descriptions  of  crime.  In  what  acts  the 
supposed  felony  consisted — whether  they  were  acts  aimed  at  the  subversion 
of  the  Government,  or  affecting  the  life,  liberty,  or  property  of  individaal 
citizens,  and  when,  where,  or  by  what  instrumentality  committed,  is  not  ifl- 
limated.  The  deponent  (as  he  asserts)  may  have  been  informed  that  some 
act  which  he  had  heard  and  believed  the  said  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  per- 
formed was  denominated  a  felony.  From  whom,  and  witli  what  accnricfi 
he  learned  the  definition  of  a  "  felony,"  is  unknown.  Had  he  stated  thcirt 
committed,  the  conclusion  which  I  could  have  drawn  from  it  relative  to* 
character  and  criminality  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  me  than  the  dept>* 
nent's  opinion  that  such  an  act  (whatever  it  might  be)  constituted  afeloBf' 
Surely  a  charge  so  vague,  even  when  raised  by  oath,  cannot  justify  thedi- 
sired  arrest.  But  this  charge,  indefinite  as  it  is,  is  not  sworo  to  as  tnifc 
The  allegation  is  merely  that  the  deponent  has  been  so  informed  and* 
belioviS. 

The  other  allegation  is,  that  the  said  Philbrook  and  Kelleran,  as  *?•• 
iient  believes,  did  feloniously  inveigle,  steal,  take,  and  carry  away,  withoiJ 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  negro  slave.  Doubtless  such  an  aA* 
committed,  is  an  offience  against  the  laws  of  Georgia ;  but  the  allcfati^J 
of  the  affidavit  do  not,  in  my  judgment,  constitute  such  a  charge  as  w<«» 
justify  me  in  surrendering  the  supposed  fugitives.    Ail  rests  in  tto  *P^ 


5  [  273  ] 

xient's  belief;  no  positive  statement  is  made;  and  on  what  evidence.his  Jbe- 
]ief  is  founded  does  not  apf^ear.  It  might  be  the  sh'ghtest  sngofestion  of  an 
excited  mind  ;  it  might  draw  its  origin  from  some  indeterminate  insinua- 
tion of  interested  persons  whose  motives  we  cannot  scrutinize.  Above  all, 
it  is  not  alleged  that  the  crime  lias  been  committed  by  any  one,  but  merely 
that  the  deponent  believes  it  has. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  no  warrant  is  to  issue  except  on 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation  ;  and  the  constitution  of 
this  State  furnishes  the  same  protection  to  its  citizens.  In  the  case  under 
consideration,  it  is  not  asserted  that  there  is  probable  cause ;  nor  are  facts  or 
circumstances  presented,  from  which  probable  cause  can  be  inferred.  In  a 
case  arising  in  this  Stale,  no  magi.Ntrate  would  feel  justified  to  issue  his  war- 
rant upon  such  evidence.  It  would  not  be  sufficient  authority  to  detain  a 
man  for  trial. 

F^rom  the  foregoing  considerations,  I  am  constrained  to  think  that  the 
case  which  your  excellency  has  presented  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  will 
permit  me  to  order  the  proposed  arrest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  excellency's  obe- 
dient servant. 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Wm.  Scitlfy, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 


Governor  ScJiley  to  Governor  Dnnlap, 

Executive  Depautmfnt,  Georgia, 

Milledgevitle^  September  5,  1837. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  iGth  ultimo,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  21st  June  last,  demanding 
of  your  c?xcell'.^ncy  the  persons  of  Daniel  Philhrook  and  Edward  Kelleran, 
Aigitivcs  from  jnstice,  and  charged  with  the  crime  of  feloniously  inveigling, 
taking,  and  carryincr  away,  without  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a 
certain  negro  man-slave,  named  Atlicus,  tlie  property  of  James  Sagurs  and 
Henry  Sagurs. 

You  refuse  to  comply  with  the  demand  on  three  gronnds,  if  I  rightly 
tinderstand  you:  First,  because  tlie  persons  charged  " visited  Georgia  in 
^he  course  of  their  ordinary  business  as  mariners,  returned  homeward- by 
^0  usual  ronte,  and  in  the  usual  way;  had  stated  homes,  to  which  they 
openly  returned  ;  took  up  liieir  residence  and  conducted  their  affairs  there 
'Without  concealment,  and  in  all  respects  conformably  to  the  usages  of  inno- 
^nt  and  unsuspecting  ciiiz;Mis.''  Secondly,  *•'  because  the  affidavit  on 
"^hich  the  demand  wa^  made  is  not  positive,  but  only  asserts  the  depo- 
^^ui's  information  and  belief  that  the  persons  charged  had  committed  a 
ftlony  by  inveigling,  stcahng,  taking:,  and  carryinj?  away,  without  the  limits 
^'^the  Slate  of  Georgia,  a  ne^ro  slave."  And,  thirdly,  because  "felony  is 
^generic  term,  embracins:  many  descriptions  of  crime  ;  and  had  the  depo- 
?«tjt  stated  the  act  committed,  the  conclusion  you  could  have  drawn  from 
J* relative  to  its  character  and  criminality  would  have  been  more  satisfac- 
^'y  to  you  than  the  deponent's  opinion  that  such  an  act  constituted  a 
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The  fact  that  the  individuals  «  charged  returned  to  their  homes  (in 
Mhine)  and  conducted  their  affairs  there  without  concealnoent,  and  in  all 
respects  conformably  lo  the  usages  of  innocent  and  unoffending  citizens," 
is  no  evidence  of  their  innocence.  If  they  had  thus  acted  within  the  juris, 
diction  of  the  State  where  the  offence  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  I 
admit  it  would  have  been  a  circumstance  well  calculated  to  rebut  the  pre- 
sumptio7i  of  guilt ;  but  they  were  in  the  State  of  Maine^  beyond  and 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  they  had  violated,  where  they  expected 
to  be  protected,  and  where,  I  regret  to  say,  by  the  course  your  excellency  has 
deemed  it  your  duty  to  pursue,  they  will  in  fact  be  protected  ;  and  that,  too, 
directly  in  opposition  to  a  positive  law  of  the  United  States,  passed  in  pur- 
suance  of  the  constitution. 

With  due  deference  to  your  excellency's  judgment,  I  must  be  permitted 
to  differ  from  you  in  the  construction  of  Mr.  Sagurs's  affidavit.  He  docs 
not  slate  the  fact  of  stealing  upon  his  belief,  but  the  fact  of  the  individuals 
charged  beiifg-  Uie  rnaster  and  mate  of  the  schooner  Boston.  The  affi- 
davit states  positively  "that  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kellerandid, 
on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  May  last,  feloniously  inveigle,  steal,  take,  and 
carry  away,  without  the  limits  of  Georgia,  a  negro  man-slave,  named  Atti- 
cus,  the  property  of  the  deponent  and  his  brother,  Henry  Sagurs."  The 
deponent  then  states  that  "  this  act,  as  he  has  beeii  informed^  and  believes^ 
is  n  felony  under  the  laws  of  deorgia." 

The  fact,  therefore,  which  you  desire  to  know,  in  order  to  draw  yoor 
own  conclusion  relative  to  the  character  and  criminality  of  the  offence,  has 
been  distinctly  and  positively  sworn  to  in  the  affidavit,  to  wit:  that  Daniel 
Philbrook  and  Edward  Kclleran  did  feloniously  inveigle,  steal,  take,  and 
carry  away,  a  certain  ne^^ro  man-slave,  named  Atlicus. 

But  admitting  the  affidavit  to  bo  as  you  understand  it,  still  1  hold  it 
amply  sufficient  to  authorize  the  arrest  of  the  persons  charged.  Indeed,  it 
is  very  seldom  possible  to  obtain  the  kind  of  evidence  you  seem  to  require. 
Crimes  are  generally  committed  in  secret,  and  are  usually  established  bf 
the  proof  of  facts  which  necessarily  lead  the  mind  to  the  conclusion  thit 
the  crime  was  committed,  and  by  a  certain  person.  On  such  evidence 
convictions  are  usually  obtaitied,  and  a  much  slighter  proof  is  sufficients 
authorize  an  arrest.  Suppose  a  murder  to  have  been  committed,  and  an 
affidavit  made  stating  "  that  the  deponent  had  reason  to  believe,  and  did 
verily  believe,  that  A  B  did  the  act ;"  will  your  excellency  say  that  on  sodi 
evidence  the  person  charged  could  not  be  legally  arrested  ?  1  hope  uot;fcf 
if  such  be  the  understanding  of  the  law  in  the  State  of  Maine,  it  wonld 
seehi  to  me  that  a  very  low  estimate  is  placed  on  the  value  of  human  life 
and  the  preservation  of  order  and  good  government.  And  in  regard  totbe 
crime  of  which  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  stand  charged,  we,  of  the  soulhf 
know  that  it  is  always  committed  secretly  and  under  cover  of  night.  Th 
second  ground,  therefore,  upon  which  your  excellency  has  lieen  picnsfd*^ 
place  your  refusal  to  comply  with  my  demand,  is  totally  untenable;  tf" 
will  continue  so  until  the  whole  fabric  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  as  he* 
tofore  known  and  understood  in  the  United  States,  shall  have  been  defflflr 
ished,  and  a  new  order  of  things  established. 

But  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  by  what  authority  your  excellcncyij 
sumes  the  right  of  judging  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavit,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  crime,  or  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  persons  chaignf 
These  are  the  province  of  a  court  and  jury  of  the  county  of  Chatbaai)>^ 


7  [  273  J 

;he  State  of  Georgia.  The  act  of  Congress  (2d  vol.  Laws  U.  S.,  page  166,) 
leclares,  "that  whenever  the  executive  authority  of  any  State  in  the  Union, 
Jtc.,  shall  demand  any  person  as  a  fugitive  from  justice  of  the  executive 
luthority  of  any  such  State  or  Territory  to  which  said  person  shall  have 
led,  and  shall  moreover  produce  the  copy  of  an  indictment  foimd,  or  an 
iffidavit,  made  before  a  magistrate  of  any  State  or  Territory  as  aforesaid, 
*Jkarging  the  person  so  demanded  with  having  committed  treason,  felony, 
>r  other  crime,  certified  as  authentic  by  the  Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate 
>f  the  State  or  Territory  from  whence  the  person  so  charged  fled,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  executive  authority  of  'the  State  or  Territory  to  which  such 
person  shall  have  fled  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  arrested,"  (kc.  The  only 
question,  then,  which  your  excellency  is  competent,  under  this  statute,  to 
iecide,  is  this :  Has  the  Governor  of  Georgia  transmitted  the  copy  of  an 
affidavit  charging  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran  with  ^^  treason^ 
ftUmy^  or  other  crime  ?"  That  he  has,  your  excellency  admits  ;*  but  you 
contend  <'  that,  as  felony  is  a  generic  term,  embracing  many  descriptions  of 
crime,  the  deponent  should  have  stated  the  act  committed,"  from  which  you 
could  have  drawn  a  conclusion  more  satisfactory  to  yourself  than  the  de- 
ponent's opinion  that  such  an  act  (whatever  it  might  be)  constituted  a 
lelony.  I  forbear  to  answer  this  portion  of  your  letter  in  the  spirit  my 
feeling  would  dictate ;  but  really,  sir,  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  my  utter 
astonishment  at  the  assumption  of  powers  like  these;  and  I  venture  to  say 
that,  in  the  whole  course  of  our  history,  under  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  I  have  quoted,  no  such  pretension  has  been  heretofore  set  up.  Is  the 
Covernor  of  Maine  better  qualified  to  determine  what  constitutes  a  felony 
in  Georgia^  than  the  Governor  and  the  judicial  authorities  of  Georgia? 
-And  have  not  the  latter,  by  receiving  the  affidavit,  issuing  the  warrant, 
and  making  the  demand  of  your  excellency,  declared  that  the  crime  charged 
is  a  felony  ?  But  suppose  the  act  not  to  be  a  felony ;  the  demand  is  equally 
le^al,  and  you  are  equally  bound  to  comply,  because  the  constitution  and 
the  act  of  Congress  say  "  treason,  felony,  or  other  cj'ime  ;"  and  the  fact  that 
the  demand  has  been  made  is  evidence  that  a  crime  of  some  sort  has  been 
committed  against  the  laws  of  Georgia. 

But  if  your  excellency  shall  still  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  your  right  to 
jndge  whether  the  act  complained  of  be  a  felony,  that  opinion  must,  of 
course,  be  formed  on  the  laws  of  Georgia ;  and,  therefore,  I  respectfully 
^fer  you  to  the  following  section  of  the  penal  code  of  this  State,  by  which 
"yon  will  see  that  all  crimes  including  penitentiary  punishment  come  under 
Redefinition  of  the  term  "  felony,"  ami  that  stealing  of  a  slave  subjects  the 
offender  to  such  punishment.  The  13th  section  of  the  first  division  of 
"tte  penal  code  of  this  State  is  in  the  following  words  :  "  Section  13th.  The 
^tm  felon?/,  when  used  in  this  act,  shall  be  construed  to  mean  an  offence 
^  which  the  offender,  on  conviction,  shall  be  liable  by  law  to  be  punished 
^ith  death,  or  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  and  not  otherwise."  And 
*>e20th  section  of  the  6th  division  is  as  follows :  "  Section  20th.  The  sleal- 
*^of  a  slave  is  simple  larceny,  and  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment 
'^d  labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  any  term  not  less  than  four  years,  nor 
^ger  than  ten  years." 

Having  shown,  as  I  think,  that  your  excellency  has  misconceived  the 
^olc  matter,  and  denied  to  Georgia  a  right  guarantied  to  her  by  the 
T^HistituMD  and  the  law,  1  propose  to  view  the  subject  as  a  political  and 
^ternational  question. 
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The  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  the  result  of  a  compromise 
l)etween  States  having  different,  and,  in  some  respects,  antagonist  interests 
and  views.     Subjects  constitutinof  properly  in  one  State  ceased  to  be  of 
that  character  when  removed  to  other  sections  of  the  confederacy ;  and  acts 
•which  constituted  crimes  in  one  State  were  not  considered  criminal  in 
others.     Under  this  state  of  things,  no  union  under  a  federal  government 
could  be  formed  until  all  Jhe  States  agreed  that  the  laws  of  each  should  be 
respected,  and  that  persons  .charged  with  offences  against  the  laws  ot  one 
State,  escaping  into  another,  should  be  dehvered  to  the  authorities  of  the 
offended  State,  without  inquiring  into  the  justice  or  propriety  of  the  laws 
«aid  to  *be  violated.     And,  in  pursuance  of  this  compromise,  the  following 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  constitution  :     "A  person  charged  in  any  State 
with  treason,  ff^lony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be 
found  in  anether  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the 
State  from  which  he  fled,  he  delivered  up  to  be  removed  to  the  State 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime."    This  is  a  part  of  the  organic  law  of  the 
Union,  and  is  equally  obligatory  on  every  part.     But  what  sanction  has  it? 
Can  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  State,  who  thinks  i)roper  to  refuse  obedience 
to  it,  be  forced  to  a  compliance,  or  be  punished  for  contumacy  ?     No ;  and 
-why  not?     Because  he  is  the  executive  officer  of  a  State,  and  acts  in  ha 
oflicial  capacity  as  the  representative  of  her  reserved  sovereignty.     The  art 
is  not  an  individual,  but  an  official  one.    Is  there,  then,  no" remedy  for  the 
injured  State?    None,  except  such  as  remains  to  independent  States  when 
treaty  stipulations  are  violated — the  id/ ima  ratio,  war  :  and  this  wonld  pro- 
duce a  rupture  of  the  Union  and  of  our  happy  form  of  government.    Will 
the  State  of  Maine,  undrr  such  circutnstancCvS,  and  in  violation  of  her  duty 
to  a  sister  State,  persist  in  refusing  to  oboy  the  constitution  and  law  of  the 
United  States  ?     1  hope  not.     And  1  am  persuaded  that,  on  a  review  of  this 
subject,  your  excellency  will  become  satisfied  that  Georjria  has  been  denied 
a  constitutional  right,  without  the  enactment  of  which  she  would  never 
have  become  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  without  the  enforcement  of  which 
she  cannot  maintain  her  just  riirhis  and  liberties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedieiK 
servant, 

WILLIAM  SCHLFl^ 

His  Excellency  Robkrt  P.  Dun  lap. 

Governor  of  Maine,  Angnsta,  Maine, 


State  of  Maine,  Executive  Department, 

#  Jiugusia^  June  25,  IS3S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communicati* 
of  your  excellency,  enclosing  a  demand  for  the  arrest  and  delivery  to  thf 
agent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  of  the  bodies  of  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Bt 
ward  Kelleran,  to  bo  transported  to  the  county  of  Chatham,  in  saidStil^ 
as  fugitives  from  the  justice  of  Georgia.  A  copy  of  a  bill  of  indictmcatr 
found  by  the  grand  jurors  of  said  county  a2:ainst  said  Philbrook  aodKd- 
leran,  charging  them  with  the  crime  of  simple  larceny  in  stealin|r  a n**!- 
alleged  to  be  a  slave,  within  the  boundary  of  said  county,  duly  certified,accoii> 
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lanies  the  requisition.  This  demand  is  made  as  a  matter  of  right,  under 
he  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  these  words : 
A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime, 
^ho  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand 
f  the  executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up, 
3  be  removed  to  the  Stale  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime."  I  readily  ad- 
ait  that,  whenever  a  case  is  made  out  within  the  meaning  of  this  provision 
f  the  constitution,  it  is  the  right  of  one  Executive  to  demand,  and  the  duty 
f  the  other  Executive  to  comply  without  hesitation  or  delay.  The  language 
B  imperative — he  "  shall"  be  delivered  up. 

The  question  of  the  gui't  or  innocence  of  the  accused  is  not  a  matter  of 
nquiry,  except  as  it  may  bear  upon  the  preliminary  questions  involved  in 
he  ascertainment  of  the  fact  whether  the  case  comes  within  the  provisions 
>f  this  clause  of  the  constitution.  Whenever  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States  has  imposed  duties  in  express  terms  upon  a  State  or  its  Executive, 
he  absolute  sovereignty  of  the  State  is  qualified  and  impaired,  and  the 
ictiou  between  States  is  rather  the  fulfilment  of  a  compact  than  the  in- 
ercourse  between  independent  sovereignties.  I  most  readily  and  cheer- 
iiUy  give  my  assent  to  the  position,  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  entitled  to  perfect  respect  and 
obedience ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  never  be  instrumental,  in  any  degree,  in 
weakening  its  power  or  disregarding  its  provisions.  The  question,  as  I 
conceive,  which  is  open  for  examination  by  the  Executive  upon  such  a  de- 
mand as  is  now  made  by  your  excellency,  is,  whether  the  case  presented 
comes  within  the  language  and  intention  of  the  constitution.  If  he  is 
satisfied  that  it  does,  he  is  bound  to  comply,  whatever  his  own  views  of  the 
crime  charged,  or  of  the  expediency  of  pursuing  the  fugitive,  may  be.  It  is 
apparent  that  not  every  case  where  a  crime  is  charged,  and  the  individual 
accused  is  found  within  another  State,  comes  within  the  scope  of  this  pro- 
yision.  Whenever  a  citizen  of  his  State  is  demanded  as  a  fugitive  from 
justice  to  be  delivered  up  to  be  transported  to  a  foreign  tribunal  to  be  tried 
before  unknown  judges,  away  from  his  friends  and  his  home,  for  a  crime 
the  punishment  of  which  is  extremely  severe;  and  when  this  demand  is 
^rged  as  a  right,  and  not  asked  as  a  favor;  it  surely  cannot  be  deemed  im- 
proper for  the"  Executive  upon  whom  the  demand  is  made  to  require  evi- 
dence of  every  constitutional  condition  before  yielding  up  a  citizen  of  the 
State  over  which  he  presides. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  requires  the  delivery,  under  this 
provision,  whenever  it  is  shown  that  the  person  has  been  accused  or 
"charged  with  a  crime  in  another  State,  that  he  has  fled  from  justice,  and 
!^hat  he  is  found  in  this  State."  The  copy  of  the  indictment  furnished  me 
*5  evidence  of  the  first  point,  but  I  have  seen  no  evidence  or  proof  that 
^hose  men  are,  or  had  been,  fu2:itives  from  justice. 

It  is,  perhaps,  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  accusation  must  not  pro- 
^e  the  fligfht  referred  to.  The  language  of  the  constitution  seems  to  con- 
^tnplate  a  flight  after  accusation — "a  person  charged  who  shall  flee,"  &c. 
^d  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  had  chiefly  in 
^w  the  case  of  a  flight  after  accusation,  and  before  arrest  or  trial,  to  pre- 
^^t  one  State  from  becoming  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  indicted  felons  or 
^apcd  prisoners  of  another ;  but  1  am  not  disposed  to  dwell  upon  this 
^iew,  but  to  examine  the  clause  briefly  in  a  more  extended  sense. 
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Has  the  Executive  of  this  Slate  a  right  to  ask  for  satisfactory  evidence  to 
warrant  the  presumption  that  the  accused  are  fugitives,  as  well  as  evidence 
that  they  are  charged  with  a  crime,  before  yielding  to  the  demand?  The 
•evidence  on  the  latter  point,  it  is  conceded,  is  properly  required ;  but  the 
constitution  as  clearly  requires  that  the  person  should  be  a  fugitive,  as 
that  he  should  be  "  charged  with  a  crime."  The  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion evidently  regarded  this  particular  as  important,  or  it  would  not  have 
been  inserted  in  Ihat  instrument,  which  is  never  redundant  in  lan^age  or 
ideas.  If  it  had  been  intended  to  give  no  discretion  to  the  Executive  upon 
whom  a  demand  is  made,  but  to  make  him  simply  a  subordinate  officer  to 
execute  the  request  or  demand  of  another  Governor,  the  provision  doubtless 
would  have  been,  that  whenever  any  person  should  be  charged  or  accused 
in  one  State  of  crime,  and  should  be  found  in  another,  he  should  be  de- 
livered up  upon  request. 

But  the  constitution  has  superadded  another  condition,  viz :  that  the 
accused  should  liave  fled  from  justice.  I  do  not  suppose  that  a  direct,  im- 
jnediate,  and  rapid  flight  is  alone  intended,  or  a  capture  upon  fresh  pursuit 
But  I  do  suppose  that  the  departure  must  be  in  some  degree  connected 
with  the  crime ;  that  tliere  must  be  some  manifest  design  to  avoid  the  pro- 
cess of  the  law,  and  an  intention  of  placing  himself  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
officers  of  justice.  If,  ior  instance,  a  man  has  committed  an  assault  and 
battery  many  years  since  in  Maine,  and  had  lived  here  for  two  or  three 
years  afterwards,  and  then  removed  to  a  neighboring  State,  where  he  bad 
resided  openly  for  a  long  time,  I  should  not  feel  authorized  to  demand  him 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  because  a  bill  of  indictment  had  been  found 
against  him  in  this  State,  and  he  was  found  in  anfother  State ;  and,  of  course, 
I  should  not  feel  authorized  in  yielding  to  the  demand  for  a  person  in  sadi 
case  by  the  Executive  of  another  State.  Circumstances  and  facts  in  many 
-cases  might  distinctly  indicate  the  intention  cf  avoidance,  by  removal;  and 
the  presumption  might  be  raised  without  direct  evidence  of  such  intention. 
But  I  do  most  respectfully  maintain  that  such  "fleeing  from  justice"  is  a 
distinct  and  explicit  preliminary  point  to  be  satisfactorily  established  before 
the  delivery  can  be  demanded  as  a  matter  of  right. 

The  views  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  are  clearly  indicated  in  the 
language  of  the  statute  of  this  State  on  this  subject,  in  these  words :  "  That 
when  a  demand  shall  be  made  upon  the  executive  authority  of  thisStite 
by  the  Executive  of  any  State,  in  any  case  authorized  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  delivery  over  of  any  fugitive  from 
justice  charged  in  such  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  and  the 
Governor  shall  be  satisfied,  on  investigation  of  the  grounds  of  such  demand, 
and  that  the  same  is  made  conformably  to  law  and  ought  to  be  complied 
with,  he  shall  issue  his  warrant  under  the  seal  of  the  State,  authorizing  the 
agent  who  may  make  such  demand,  either  forthwith,  or  at  such  time  as  shall 
be  designated  in  the  warrant,  to  lake  and  transport  such  person  to  the  liw 
of  this  State,  at  the  expense  of  such  agent,  and  shall  also,  by  such  warrant, 
require  the  civil  officers  within  this  State  to  afibrd  all  needful  assistaocein 
the  execution  thereof." 

The  opinion  of  the  judges  of  our  supreme  judicial  court,  given  toitl 

{>redecessor,  upon  a  case  presented  which  arose  prior  to  the  questions  in  i^ 
atiun  to  Philbrook  and  Kelleran,  (a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  6B* 
close),  is  brief,  but  explicit  upon  this  point. 


11  [273] 

Upon  the  face  of  the  papers  forwarded  to  me  by  your  excellency,  there  is 
othin^  which, •ill  my  view,  establishes  the  position  that  those  men  are  fugi- 
ves  from  the  justice  of  Georgia,  and  notliing  wliich  invalidates  the  f^Uega- 
on  made  by  iheni  that  they  are  not  such  fugitives.  If  the  facts  are  as  al- 
tgc'd  by  them,  and  as  I  have  understood  their  representations  to  be,  viz: 
that  they  are  citizens  of  Maine;  that  they  visited  Georgia  in  the  usual 
3urse  of  their  business  as  mariners— one  as  captain,  and  the  other  as  mate 
t  a  vessel  from  Maine ;  that  the  vessel  was  loaded  in  the  usual  manner  and 
me,  and  cleared  and  sailed  in  the  common  form,  and  made  her  homeward 
oyage  in  the  accustomed  track ;  and  the  albresaid  captain  and  mate  return- 
1  to  ♦heir  homes,  where  they  remained  openly  transacting  their  business 
)r  several  months,  and  have  so  remained  to  this  time ;  that  they  did  not 
now  that  the  negro  man  was  on  their  vessel,  tmtil  the  lapse  of  several 
ays  after  sailing,  when  he  was  discovered  concealed  in  the  hold" — I  can- 
lOt  regard  such  facts  as  evidence  that  they  did  •*  flee  from  justice."  The 
idictraent  found  against  them  in  Georgia,  it  is  true,  charges  them  with  a 
rime,  but  has  no  Ir.aring,  as  I  conceive,  upon  the  question  now  under  con- 
[deration.  It  was  no  part  of  the  official  duty  of  the  grand  jury  to  inquire 
ato  this  part  of  the  case,  and  they  have  found  but  one  count  in  the  indict- 
nent,  viz:  that  charging  a  simple  larceny  as  true  ;  although  there  are  di- 
ers  other  counts  in  the  indictment  presented  to  them."  . 

In  view  of  the  whole  matter,  therefore,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
hat  the  case  presented  by  your  excellency  does  not,  in  its  present  aspect, 
tome  within  the  terms  of  the  fundamental  law,  the  provision  of  the  consti- 
ntion. 

I  beg.leave  to  assure  you  that  this  opinion  is  not  formed  in  reference  to 
he  nature  of  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  stolen,  or  to  the  peculiar  re- 
ations  existing  in  your  State,  and  which,  in  some  degree,  are  connected  with 
ibis  question.  I  fully  recognise  the  constitutional  right  of  Georgia  to  enact 
ber  own  penal  laws,  and  to  make  that  a  crime  which  is  unknown  to  our 
laws  as  such,  and  to  demand  fugitives  from  heY  justice.  I  place  the  case 
upon  the  sole  ground  of  the  fair  construction  of  the  constitution  in  this  par- 
ticular, irrespective  of  particular  and  peculiar  circumstances  which  may 
become  connected  with  the  discussion. 

Maine  assumes  no  right  to  disregard  any  provision  of  the  constitutional 
compact,  because  she  may  incidentally  aid  in  enforcing  laws  or  sustaining 
institutions  difierent  from  her  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obe- 
dient servant,      f 

EDWARD  KENT.  . 

His  Excellency  George  R.  Gilmer, 

Governor  of  Georgia, 


Castine,  June  26,  1837. 
Sir:  The  undersigned,  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  to  the  fol- 
ding question  propounded  to  them  by  the  Governor,  on  the  22d  instant, 
^k:  "  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  of  this  State  to  cause  to  be  delivered 
^^er  to  the  agent  of  another  State,  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  thereof, 
J  citizen  of  this  State  charged  (by  indictment  in  such  other  State)  with 
'tod  upon  one  or  more  of  her  citizens,  in  the  sale  of  wild  lands,  or  in  con- 
'^cts  for  the  sale  of  such  lands,  lying  within  the  bouuds  of  this  State,  and 
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thereby  obtaining  the  money  and  notes  of  said  citizens  under  false  pretences 
and  representations  in  regard  to  the  quality  and  value  of  said  lands  :"  would 
respectfully  answer,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  the  [duty  of  the]  Executive  of 
this  State  to  cause  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  agent  of  another  State,  at  the  re- 
quest  of  the  Executive  thereof,  a  citizen  of  this  State  charged  in  another 
State,  by  indictment,  with  the  fraud  before  set  forth,  which,  beino^  indicted  in 
such  State,  maybe  presumed  to  be  regarded  there  as  a  crime,  if  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  State  is  satisfied  that  such  citizen  has  fied  from  justice  from  the 
State  making  the  demand,  and  not  otfierwise. 

Mr.  Justice  Shepley  being  now  engaged  in  official  duty  at  Machias,  the 
undersigned  have  not  had  "it  in  their  power  to  communicate  with  him, 
without  postponing  their  answer  to  a  later  period  than  might  be  deemed 
convenient. 

NATHAN  WESTOX, 
NICHOLAS  EMKRY. 

To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maine. 


In  Senate,  January  26,  1S39. 
Mr.  Litchfield,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  message  of  the  Governor,  transmitting  certain  documents  in  relation 
to  the  arrest  of  Philbrook  and  Kelleran,  reported  : 

That  the  whole  subject  is  exclusively  within  the  province  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department,  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  Leofislature  to  take  any 
order  in  relation  thereto;  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  said  subject,  and  that  said  message  and  documents  be  placed 
on  the  files  of  the  Legislature. 

Read,  and  accepted.     Sent  for  concurrence.  • 

Attest : 

WILLIAM  TRAFTON,  Secretary. 

The  above  was  'iccepied  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Executive  Dkpartmknt,  Georgia, 

MilJedgcville,  August  23,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  communication  notifying 
the  Executive  of  Georgia  that  the  renewed  demand  which  has  lately  been 
made  of  the  Executive  of  Maine  for  the  arrest  and  delivery  to  the  agent  of     '^ 
this  State  of  Philbrook  and  Kelleran,  has,  like  the  former,  been  refu^. 

I  cannot  perceive,  in  the  reasons  assigned  by  your  excellency,  any  suffi- 
cient justification  for  this  determined  denial  to  Georgia  of  a  right  secured 
by  each  State  to  the  others,  by  compact  clearly  expressed  in  the  constita- 
tion,  and  al>solutely  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  all. 

The  facts  of  this  case  are,  that  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  being  in  Savan- 
nah, engaged  as  mariners,  (one  as  the  captain,)  and  the  other  the  mate  of  a 
vessel,  on"  leaving  that  port  on  the  4th  of  May,  1837,  secretly  carried  off 
in  their  vessel  a  negro  slave,  the  property  of  two  citizens  of  that  place ;  that 
they  returned  directly  to  the  State  of  Maine,  where  they  have  since  reuMun- 
€d ;  that  they  were,  on  the  17th  June  thereafter,  demanded  by  the  Execu- 
tive ot  Georgia,  as  fugmves  from  the  justice  of  the  State,  of  the  Execadve 
^/ Maine,  upon  the  copy  ol  a  d\i\^  ;x.\i\Vv^\\\;\c.^\ft^  ^SSAwvl^  charging  them 
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h  feloniously  taking  and  carrying  away  said  slave  from  Georgia,  and 
riufr  fled  to  the  State  of  Maine ;  that  this  demand  was  refused  ;  that,  af- 
s¥ards,  they  were  indicted  for  the  same  crime  in  the  superior  court  of 
atham  county,  (in  which  county  the  city  of  Savannah  is,)  and  found 
ky  as  charged  in  the  affidavit  upon  which  the  first  demand  was  made ; 
t  the  demand  upon  the  Executive  of  Maine  was  renewed  upon  a  prop- 
f  authenticated  copy  of  that  bill  of  indictment,  and  rejected  by  your  ex- 
lency. 

The  question  is,  whether  you  and  your  predecessor  have  acted  in  accord- 
26  with  the  constitution  ? 

The  words  of  the  constitution  apphcable  to  this  subject  are,  that  "a  per- 
I  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall 
s  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  ex- 
alive  authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  re- 
eved to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." 
The  Stales,  in  adopting  this  clause  of  the  constitution,  evidently  intended 
provide  the  means  by  which  all  offenders  against  the  laws  of  the  States 
ould  be  brought  to  trial. 

No  power  has  been  delegated  to  the  General  Government  to  punish 
imes  against  the  laws  of  the  States ;  neither  is  one  State  authorized  to 
:ecute  warrants  of  arrest  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another.  By  a  prin- 
ple  of  law  common  to  all  the  States,  and  expressly  recognised  by  the 
)Dstitution  of  the  United  States,  a  person  charged  with  the  commission  of 
crime  can  only  be  tried  in  the  State  and  district  where  the  crime  is  com- 
iitted. 

The  only  protection  afforded  to  society  throughout  the  United  States 
gainst  the  operations  of  the  lawless,  is  to  be  found,  therefore,  in  the  power 
i  each  State  to  arrest  and  bring  to  trial  offenders  remaining  within  its 
arisdiction,  and  to  demand  from  the  Governors  of  the  several  Stales  the 
irresl  and  delivery  up  of  all  who  may  be  fugitives  from  its  justice. 

The  equality  of  privileges  and  immunities  secured  by  the  constitution 
ottie  citizens  of  each  State,  in  the  several  States ;  the  identity  of  the  lan- 
juage,  habits,  pursuits,  and  feelings,  of  the  people  throughout  the  Union ; 
wd  the  similarity  of  the  form  of  government,  and  the  public  institutions  of 
he  several  States,  enable  offenders  against  the  laws  to  pass  from  one  State 
nto  another  without  sacrifice  or  difficulty.  Unless,  therefore,  the  Gov- 
-mors  of  the  several  Stales  deliver  up,  upon  demand,  all  within  their  juris- 
liction  who  are  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes  in  other  States, 
"^ith  the  same  certainty  that  criminals  are  arrested  by  tlie  officers  of  justice 
•within  the  jurisdiction  where  their  offences  are  committed,  the  people  of 
his  country  have  no  sufficient  security  for  the  protection  of  their  rights 
■gainst  the  facility  with  which  offenders  can  escape  from  the  jurisdiction 
^here  alone  they  can  be  tried,  and  our  form  of  government  will  have  failed 
^  providing  for  the  performance  of  one  of  its  most  important  functions — 
he  certain  punishment  of  crimes. 

The  conduct  of  yourself  and  predecessor,  in  preventing  Philbrook  and 
felleran  from  being  brought  before  the  courts  of  Greorgin,  where  alone  they 
^  be  tried,  has  certainly  not  been  in  conformity  with  these  views  of  the 
onstitution. 

You  maintain,  however,  that  "fleeing  from  justice,"  in  the  recited  clause 
f  the  constitution,  is  a  direct,  explicit,  and  preliminary  point,  to  be  satis- 
ictorily  established  before  the  accused  can  be  demanded  as  a  matter  ot 
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right.  And  you  justify  your  refusal  to  deliver  up  Philbrook  and  Kellcraa 
upon  the  allegation  that  this  condition  had  not  been  compHed  with  by 
the  authorities  of*  Georgia. 

To  give  to  the  words  "  flee  from  justice"  your  interpretation,  would,  most 
obviously,  tend  to  thwart  the  purposes  of  the  constitution,  by  increasing,  if 
it  would  not  render  it  impossible  to  make  demands.  But,  without  this 
general  reasoning,  the  point  made  by  these  words  was  establislied,  by  the 
express  allegation  in  the  demand  made  of  your  predecessor  and  yourself  by 
Executive  of  this  State,  that  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  were  fugitives  from 
the  justice  of  Georgia ;  by  the  charge  against  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  of  the 
commission  of  larceny  in  Georgia,  proven  by  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of 
an  affidavit,  and  a  true  bill  of  indictment  found  ;  and  by  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  predecessor,  at  the  time  when  the  demand  was  first  made, 
and  afterwards,  by  yourself,  when  it  was  renevved,  that  these  persons  were 
at  the  time  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

According  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  February  12,  1793,  whenever 
the  executive  authority  of  a  State  demands  the  arrest  and  delivery  up  of  a 
person  as  a  fugitive  from  its  justice,  and  produces  to  the  Governor  of  whom 
the  demand  is  made  the  authenticated  copy  of  an  affidavit,  or  true  bill  of 
indictment  found,  charging  the  person  so  demanded  with  the  commission 
of  a  crime  within  the  State  demanding  him,  and  he  is  found  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  which  he  is  demanded,  the  law  presumes,  with- 
out further  proof,  that  he  has  fled  from  justice. 

But,  if  these  facts  and  legal  presumptions  had  not  sufficiently  established 
the  proper  application  of  Ihe  words  of  the  constitution  *•  flee  from  justice^ 
to  the  case  of  Philbrook  and  Kelleran,  the  positive  proof  furnished  by  the 
affidavit  upon  which  the  demand  was  first  made  did  so,  beyond  a  doubt 
That  affidavit,  after  setting  forth  the  crime  charged  upon  Philbrook  and 
Kelleran,  states,  "that,  since  the  commission  of  said  felony,  the  said  Daniel 
Philbrook  and  Edward  Kelleran  have  fled  from  this  Slate,  and  are,  it  is 
believed,  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Maine." 

The  arrest  of  fugitives  from  justice  can  never  be  asked  of  a  Governor  as 
a  matter  of  favor,  to  be  granted  according  to  his  discretion,  as  your  excel* 
lency  seems  to  suppose.  The  demand  must  be  made  as  a  matter  of  right; 
and,  if  accompanied  by  the  proofs  required  by  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
the  duty  is  imperative.  The  executive  authority  of  a  Stat3  lias  no  ri  ' 
to  arrest  and  deliver  up  a  citizen,  upon  demand,  unless  made  in  the  form 
which  would  compel  the  arrest.  The  constitution  allows  no  cptioa:  it 
gives  no  room  for  the  exercise  of  the  will  or  caprice  of  the  Governor,  or  his 
yielding  to  public  opinion  or  feelings  around  him.  The  rule  of  condactia 
making  demands  and  arresting  fugitives  from  justice,  to  be  just,  mustte 
applicable  to  all  the -States,  at  all  times,  and  to  all  crimes. 

The  difficulties  which  the  authorities  of  this  State  have  met  with  in 
bringing  to  trial  Philbroo!^  and  Kelleran  have  proceeded  from  the  nators 
of  the  particular  crime  with  which  they  are  charged,  and  not  the  want  rf 
sufficient  proof  that  they  were  fugitives  from  justice,  or  the  failure  ou  the 
part  of  the  authorities  of  Georgia  to  perform  the  requirements  of  the  cob- 
Btitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  in  demanding  them. 

If  these  persons  had  committed  a  secret  murder,  robbery,  or  foigerjr,  iB^ 
the  transaction  of  their  business  in  Savannah  ;  or  stolen  bales  of  cottoD,ii^ 
stead  of  a  negro  slave ;  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  they  would  have  becB  i^ 
livered  up,  without  the  repeated  demands,  upon. the  various  proo6  opw 
which  their  arrest  has  beeu  refused. 
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If  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  had  been  charged  with  any  other  crime  than 
ealin^  a  negro,  is  it  possible  that  the  Governor  of  Maine  would  have  con- 
itutea  himself  into  a  judicial  tribunal  to  receive  the  voluntary  statements 
'the  accused?  have  inferred  their  innocence  from  the  very  facts  which 
sually  accompany  guilt  in  such  cases,  (their  being  mariners  coming  from 
non-slaveholding  State,  into  the  seaports  of  Georgia,  in  the  usual  course 
'their  business,  and,  when  returning  home,  carrying  away  slaves — this  being 
e  mode  in  which  citizens  of  the  seaboard  of  this  State  are  most  frequently  de- 
lved of  their  property'/)  have  determined,  in  consequence,  that  the  accused 
ere  not  fugitives  from  justice?  and  have  refused  to  deliver  them  up  to  the 
ithorities  of  Georgia,  where  alone  their  guilt  or  innocence  could  be  legally 
quired  into  ? 

The  opinion  that  the  demand  of  Philbrook  and  Kelleran  has  been  re- 
ised,  not  because  the  case  did  not  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  con- 
itution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  but  because  these  persons  were 
iiarged  with  stealing  a  slave,  is  confirmed  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
laine,  to  which  your  excellency  has  referred  as  sanctioning  your  course.  ^ 

The  right  of  the  States  to  demand  from  each  other  the  delivery  up  of  fu- 
itives  from  their  justice,  is  derived  from  the  mutual  agreement  entered  into 
1  their  sovereign  capacity  by  all  the  States  who  arc  parties  to  tlic  constitu- 
on,  and  is  secured  by  making  it  obligatory  upon  the  executive  authori- 
lesof  each  State  to  comply  with  such  demands.  The  manner  in  which 
his  is  to  be  performed  has  been  prescribed  by  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

The  legislative  department  of  a  State  cannot,  therefore,  limit,  restrain,  or 
t)ntrol  the  executive  department  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  which  is 
lot  derived  from  the  State,  but  is  imposed  as  a  duty  by  the  constitution  ; 
lor  pass  any  law  whatever  upon  the  subject/ except  to  aid  or  compel  the 
jovernor  to  execute  what  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
iojoin  upon  him. 

And  yet,  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  on  the  20th  March  last,  after  your 
Predecessor  had  refused  to  deliver  up  Pliilbrook  and  Kelleran,  and  the  Le- 
gislature of  Georgia  had  directed  the  demand  to  be  renewed,  passed  a  law^ 
jiving  authority  to  the  Governor  to  satisfy  himself,  by  an  investigation  into 
;he  grounds  of  a  demand,  and  whether  it  was  right  to  be  complied  with,  be- 
fore he  should  arrest  fugitives  from  the  justice  of  the  other  States. 

The  authorities  of  Maine  cannot  but  be  aware  that,  if  public  sentiment  in 
Maine  requires  the  Governor  to  protect  persons  from  punishment  who  take 
^)tn  citizens  of  Georgia  their  slave  property,  the  authorities  of  Geor^a 
^tisi  necessarily  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens  from  the  danger  to  which 
^Mr  slave  property  will  be  thus  exposed  from  the  mariners  coming  frora 
^ine  into  her  ports.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  trace  out  the  consequence  to 
^hich  such  a  state  of  things  must  lead.  Those  who  know  how  to  estimate 
^  blessings  derived  from  the  Union  need  no  such  commentary;  and 
'^ose  who  think  it  doing  God  service  to  plunder  us  of  our  slave  property 
^11  not  regard  it. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  has  directed  me  to  request  you  to  transmit 
^  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  at  its  next  session,  the  enclosed  copy  of  resolu- 
^t)s,  adopted  at  its  last  session. 

Your  excellency  is  requested  to  communicate  to  this  department  whaU 
^r  proceedings  may  be  had  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine  upon  these  reso- 
^tioDs. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  <fec., 

GEORGE  R.  GILMER. 

Ills  Excellency  Edward  Kent. 
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PETITION 

OF 

A  NUMBER  OP  CITIZENS  OP  LOUISIANA, 

Prayhig  for  an  alteration  in  a  mail  route.  ^ 


March  11, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  ihe  Po^t  ( >ffice  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 

States: 

nie  petition  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  in  the 

State  of  Louisiana, 

llSPECTFULLY  SHOWETHI 

That  the  mail  route  No. ,  extending  from  New  Orleans,  by  the  way 

f  Fort  Adams,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  to  Alexandria,  on  Red  river,  in 
he  parish  and  State  aforesaid,  is,  and  has  for  many  years  proved,  entirely 
oadequate  to  the  safe  and  expeditious  transportation  of  the  mail.  That  in 
onsequence  of  the  increase  of  population  throughout  the  whole  country 
"Ordering  on  Red  river,  the  mails  have  considerably  increased  in  size  and 
mportance ;  and  that  said  mail  being  carried  on  horseback,  it  is  necessary 
Imost  every  trip  to  leave  a  considerable  portion  of  the  mail  on  the  way. 
Phat  not  unfrequently  letters  and  papers  destined  for  Alexandria  and  its 
icinity  are  two  and  three  inonths  coming  a  distance  of  four  hundred  and 
ifty  miles.  That  your  petitioners,  considering  the  taxes  which  they  pay 
tt  the  form  of  postatge  on  letters  being  very  onerous,  it  peculiarly  behooves 
our  honorable  bodies  to  see  that  the  objects  intended  to  be  arrived  at  by 
Post  Office  Department  are  not  defeated ;  which  objects  your  petitioners 
leiieve  to  be  a  safe  and  expeditious  mode  of  conveying  written  or  printed 
tttelligence  from  one  point  to  another.  That  a  much  safer,  more  expedi- 
kms,  and  more  economical  mode  of  forwarding  the  mail  from  New  Orleans 
^Alexandria,  and  back,  can  be  had  by  transmitting  it  in  steamboats  than 
y  land.  That  in  all  seasons  there  is  navigation  up  Red  river  as  high  as 
Alexandria,  and  might  be  up  to  Natchitoches,  were  the  falls  in  the  river 
t  the  former  point  removed.  Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  your  honor- 
We  bodies  will  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  creating  the 
Gssissippi  and  Red  rivers  a  mail  route  as  high  as  Alexandria,  or  even  to 
fatchitoches ;  for,  with  the  exception  of  four  months  in  the  year,  there  is 
Be  and  uninterrupted  navigation  to  that  point,  and  indeed  a  great  deal 
igher.  There  are  abundance  of  boats  engaged  in  the  Red  river  trade, 
17  one  or  two  of  which  would,  for  a  much  less  compensation  than  is 
Eir  ft  RiTCSi  printen." 
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now  paid  to  the  land  carriers,  transport  the  mail  to  the  points  above  stated. 
The  advantages  to  the  community  resulting  from  such  a  change  would 
be  of  immense  importance. 

All  of  which  your  petitioners  therefore  respectfiilly  pray  may  be  granted: 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  <fec, 

Alexandria,  La,,  February  26, 1840. 

JNO.  K.  ELGEE,  and  otheis. 
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REPORT 

raoM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRillMIIITTIlfO, 

»  compliance  toUh  a  resolution  of  the  Senate ^  ^atements  ohowuig  th$ 
amounts  of  duties  received,  and  drawbacks  paid  on  the  aomt. 
1833. 


March  11,1840. 

Laid  OQ  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Treasury  Department, 

March  11,  1840. 
Sir  :  la  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  December 
Bt,  respectintr  drawbacks,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  commii- 
cation  received  frotn  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the 
^tements  therein  referred  to,  which,  it  is  believed,  contain  the  information 
illed  for  by  the  said  resohition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LKVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  lYeasury. 
^he  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Treasury  Department, 
Register's  Office,  March  10, 1840. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  statements  Nos.  1,2,  3,  and  4,  prepared  m 
'edience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  of 
ecember,  1839. 

Statement  No.  1  exhibits  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  Januarjr^ 
^,  in  relation  to  drawback  on  refined  stigar,  and  estimated  with  its  bear* 
g'  on  the  revenue  annually,  from  1839  to  1843;  assuming  as  data  tbt 
^wback  payable  in  1839. 

Statement  No.  2  exhibits  what  the  operation  would  have  been,  provided 
^  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  had  made  provision  for  a  reduction  of  the 
^wback  in  proportion  to  the  biennial  reduction  of  duty ;  assuming  the 
l^ie  data  as  in  the  preceding  statement. 

Statement  No.  3  exhibits  the  product  of  the  duties  which  accrued  en 
^WD  sugar  manufactured  into  refiued  ;  the  drawback  payable  on  the  >•• 
Mr  *  ftifcsy  pnmcii. 
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fined  exported,  annnalTy ;  and  the  rate  per  centum  which  the  drawback 
payable  has  been  upon  the  duties  from  1829  to  1839,  and  estimated  for  the 
annual  result  to  1843,  based  upon  the  calculations  of  the  year  1839. 

Statement  No.  4  exhibits  the  drawbaek  paid  annually  from  1833  to  1839, 
estimated  upon  the  basis  of  the  year  1839,  and  is  extended  to  1843,  show- 
ing  what  would  have  been  the  biennial  reduction,  what  the  amount  of 
drawback  payable,  and  in  cents  and  hundredths  the  rate  per  pound,  had  the 
act  of  the  ^  March,  1833,  provided  for  such  reduction. 

In  conformity  with  the  aforesaid  resolution,  I  furnish  tables  A,  B,  C, 
and  D,  in  relation  to  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  prepared  upon  similar 
principles  as  those  relating  to  refined  sugar. 

The  year  1839  has  been  taken  as  the  basis  of  calculation  for  the  succeed- 
iD|[  years  to  1843,  showing  the  operation  of  the  reduction  of  duty  and  dnv* 
Wck  jNiyable.  Statement  E  is  a  recapitulation  and  comparison  of  the 
fleeediDg  statements. 

I  am.  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

T.  L.  SMITE 

Hod.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Seentary  of  the  U)rtaaurjf. 
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No.  3. 


vtffi/  exhibiting  the  quantities  of  brown  siigar  of  foreign  origin^ 
he  duties  which  accrued  on  importation;  the  quantity  refined  thero' 
exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback  ;  the  amount  of  drawback 
from  1829  to  1839  ;  and  the  estimated  quantity,  duties,  and  draw* 
which  may  be  received,  and  payable  from  1839  to  1843,  if  the  act 
2isi  of  January,  1829,  remains  unaltered. 


Brown 

sugar. 

Refijied  sogmr  exported. 

Rate  per  cent 

^n 

01  drtivback 

on  the  duty. 

Founds. 

Duties. 

Pomtdj, 

Drawback. 

S,029,IG5 

tGD,&74  95 

991,851 

ft45,093  56 

74.07 

3,7%, 372 

Ua,711  Iti 

l,i;8i,Gia 

84,^30  48 

71,07 

2,fi65,yH9 

85,979  fi7 

1,273,773 

63,SS8  G5 

74.07 

'       1,927,8*29 

67,h34  87 

g5K,813 

42,840  f>S 

74.07 

1,658,971 

*6,7G9  13 

mi.h-m 

34,fi43  80 

;         74.07 

7,393,872 

170,921  m 

^,U\,7^l 

im,tm  05 

94.82 

1,9;*7,3^ 

ib,'M^  17 

85(S,69i> 

42.829  60 

94,45 

3,70.587 

e5,05<>  9S 

I,C75.372 

83,768  GO 

98.48 

4,528,913 

99,760  S9 

3,012,8S4 

100,612  70 

I0t».48 

6,3-17,244 

I3'2,tt04  30 

2,999,88*) 

145,494  30 

109.55 

Jl,3Ufl,5yi 

t^l.Ha  98 

5,02fi,027 

251,301  35 

10B.72 

ll,308,5€l 

213,957  97 

5,0ifi,027 

251,301  33 

117.45 

11,30^,5^1 

i^  13, 957  97 

6,0^,0-27 

251, m  35 

117.45 

H,30a,5Gl 

136,007  41 

bfil^^Ml 

i 31, 301  33 

183.95 

U,30B,Wil 

110,8ii3  m 

5,oai;,ua7 

251,301  35 

226,75 

No.  4. 

^lent  exhibiting  annually  the  amount  of  draicback  paid  on  refined 
of  domestic  manufacture  from  the  foreign  raw  material,  exported 
1^3  to  1839,  and  the  estimated  quantity  which  may  be  refined  and 
ted  from  1839 /o  1843;  and  cuso^a  biefmial  reduction,  and  the 
nt  of  drawback  which  would  have  been  payable,  had  tlte  act  of  the 
March,  1833,  provided  for  a  reduction  of  drawback  in  proportion 
bienniixl  reduction  of  duty. 


Domestic  refined  saggar  exported.  . 

ling 

1. 

Pounds. 

Drawback 

Biennial  re- 

Drawboclcpaj* 

Rate  per  pound 
under  a  re- 

payable. 

daction. 

able  under  a 

reduction. 

duction. 

692,876 

$34,643  80 

034,613  80 

5.00 

3,311.721 

160,086  05 

010,153  06 

151,932  99 

4.68 

856,590 

42,829  50 

2,521  8b 

40,3'J7  70 

4.70 

>,*m:)  372 

83,768  60 

8,162  40 

75,6J6  20 

4.51 

2.0  :J  854 

100,612  70 

11,948  30 

88,694  40 

4.40 

2MK^^^^ 

145,494  30 

27,416  04 

118,048  26 

4.05 

5,02ri,027 

251,301  35 

45,837  36 

205,463  99 

4.08 

^ 

5,9J*I.O->7 

251,301  35 

61,116  48 

190,184  87 

3.78 

6,0-2fI  027 

251,301  35 

61,116  48 

190,184  87 

3.78 

5,02i;  027 

251,301  35 

53,476  93 

197,824  42 

3.d3 

5,0-2G,027 

251,301  35 

- 

251,301  35 

5.00 
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A  statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  molasses^  with  the  duUts  nt 
crued  thereon^  manufactured  into  spirits^  and  annually  exported  k 
benefit  of  drawback  during  the  years  1833  to  1839,  and  the  est 
quantities  for  distillatioji  and  which  may  be  distilled  from  1839  /( 
\oith  the  amount  of  duties  which  may  accrue^  and  of  dratoback^ 
during  the  same  period;  and  also  the  rate  per  cent,  which  the  dn 
paid  J  and  which  may  be  payable^  is  or  may  be  upon  the  duties^  if 
governing  the  same  remains  unaltered. 


Molasses. 

Spirits  distilled,  exported. 

Ri 

Year  end- 

0 

iD;c  I>^* 

b 

31. 

Gallons. 

Duties. 

Gallons. 

Drawback. 

d 

1833 

81,402 

$4,070  10 

74,002 

(r2,960  06 

1834 

329/261 

15,968  47 

299,329 

11,973  15 

1835 

398.317 

19,214  81 

362,107 

14,484  88 

1836 

82,798 

4,059  75 

75,271 

3,010  64 

1837 

128,246 

6,204  03 

116,588 

4,663  52 

1838 

236,216 

10,859  00 

214,742 

8.589  68 

1839 

392,368 

18.048  14 

3:)6,699 

14,v«7  96 

1840 

392.3<i8 

17,584  73 

356,699 

14,267  96 

1841 

392,368 

17,524  ra 

356,699 

14,267  96 

1843 

392,368 

15,169  34 

356,699 

14.2H7  96 

1843 

392,368 

14,884  21 

356,699 

14,267  96 

D. 

A  staiemait  exhibiting  the  amount  of  drawback  paid  on  domestic  d 
spirits  from  molasses  of  foreign  origin  j  exported  with  the  benefit  oj 
back  J  annually  J  from  1833  to  1839,  a?ul  the  estifnated  quantities^ 
distUledy  which  may  be  exported^  and  of  drawback  payable  from  1 
1843  ;  showing  also  a  biennial  reduction^  and  the  amount  of  drt 
which  icouM  have  been  payable  had  the  act  of  the  2d  Marchy  183 
videdfor  a  reduction  of  drawback  in  proportion  to  the  redudion 
duties  on  the  ratp  material. 


Domestic  spirits  distilled  from  molasses. 

Year  end- 

ing Dec. 

31. 

Gallonft. 

Drawback  pay- 

Biennial  re- 

Drawback pay- 

Rai 

able. 

daction. 

able  nnder  xe- 
daciion. 

km 

red 

1833 

74,002 

82,960  06 

• 

02,960  06 

1834 

299,3i9 

11,973  15 

$^69 

11,613:46 

1833 

363,107 

14,481  96 

509  84 

13,974  44 

1836 

75,271 

3,010  84 

58  99 

9,952  55 

1837 

116,588 

4,663  52 

151  47 

4,512  05 

1838 

214,742 

8,589  68 

697  30 

7,ffl2  38. 

18:i9 

356.699 

14,2<i7  96 

1,149  01 

13,»95 

" 

1840 

356,6<»9 

14,267  96 

1,522  GT, 

19,715  99' 

_ 

1841 

35^,(999 

14,267  m; 

1,522  67 

]2,7iS99' 

1842 

356,699 

14,267  96 

1,537  43 

12,'fi0» 

1843 

356,699 

14,-267  96 

- 

14,«7J6 

.       ¥ 
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Bmeni  of  recapitulation  and  comparison^  showing  the  annual  dif- 
tee  and  i/ie  aggregate  d^erence  between  the  amourUs  of  drmaback 
'  and  payable  under  the  act  allawitig  a  dra^ioback  on  domestic  refined 
T  ona  domestic  distilled  spirits  from  molasses j  the  raw  meUenal  of 
being  of  foreign  origin j  and  the  amounts  which  would  have  been 
Me  y  ike  drawback  had  been  subject  to  reduction  in  proportion  to  the 
ctionof  duties  under  the  act  of2dqfMarchj  1833. 


/ 
Refined  sugar  exported. 

Spirits  fyom  molasses  exported- 

Drawback    paya- 

Drawback which 

Drawback    pajra- 

f 
Drawback    which 

ble  QDder  the  act 

would  have  been 

ble  under  the  act 

would  have  been 

^ 

of  21st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1829. 

payable  under  a 
reduction. 

of  29lh  of  May, 
1830. 

payable   under  a 
reduction. 

©34,643  80 

$34,643  80 

$2,960  06 

$r2,9eOOS 

162,086  05 

151,933  99 

11,973  15 

11,613  46 

42,829  50 

40,307  70 

14,484  28 

13,974  44 

83,768  60 

75,606  20 

3,010  84 

2,952  55 

100,642  70 

88,694  40 

4,663  58 

4,512  05 

146,494  30 

118,048  26 

8,589  68 

7,898  38 

251,301  35 

205,463  99 

14,267  96 

13,125  95 

251,301  35 

190,184  87 

14,267  96 

12,745  29 

251,301  35 

190.184  67 

14,267  96 

12,745  29 

251,301  35 

197.824  42 

14,267  96 

12,730  53 

251,301  35 

251,301  35 

14,267  96 

14,267  96 

1,825.971  70 

1,544,192  85 

117,021  33 

109,519  96 

CA8URT  Department, 

Register's  Office^  March  10,  1840, 

T. 
2 


L.  SMITH,  Register. 


»th  CoNGBESfl,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  075  1 


MEMORIAL 

OF 

NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OP  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON, 


Phe  adaption  of  measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of  CMum^ 
bia  to  resume  specie  payments^  or  to  wind  up  their  concerns. 


March  11,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


^o  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Washington, 

eSPECTFULLT  REPRESENTS: 

That  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
mbia  is  a  gross  and  pcdpable  violation  of  their  charters,  by  which  val- 
We  privileges  were  conferred  upon  them  ;  that  it  is  an  outrage  upon  the 
iral  sense  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  situated ;  debasing  and 
rnoraiizing  in  its  tendency  and  example ;  and  a  grievous  injury  and 

fression  upon  those  who  are  compelled  to  take  their  notes  at  their  nomi- 
value  in  payment  for  their  labor. 
That  the  mere  association  of  a  number  of  individuals  in  the  form  of  a 
artered  company  gives  them  no  license  for  dishonesty,  or  impuni^  for 
me,  in  their  aggregate,  more  thjan  in  their  individual  capacity. 
That  the  banking  institutions  of  the  District  having  been  chartered  oro- 
tsedly  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  and  convenience  of  the 
habitants  thereof,  we  are  the  best,  and  should  be  the  only  judges,  in 
^at  manner  our  interests  and  convenience  are  best  promoted. 
That,  at  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks  of  this  District,  in  the 
cond  week  of  October,  1839,  they  had  in  circulation  upwards  of  seven 
mdred  thousand  paper  dollars,  which,  by  that  act,  were  depreciated  12J 
I  cent,  inflicting  a  loss  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  doUars  on 
c  holders  thereof;  that  the  rates  of  depreciation  since  that  period  have 
Hged  from  \2\  to  8  per  cent.,  thus  filching  from  the  working  man  firom 
^«-€ighth  to  one-twelfth  of  the  nominal  amount  received  as  tfie  wages  of 
sla^r. 

That  the  practical  operation  of  this  state  of  things  in  the  District  is, 
^t  while  those  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Government  receive  their 
•inpensation  in  gold  and  silver,  their  neighbors  are  compelled  to  receive, 
•i'  k  Rires,  printers. 


[  276  ] 


as  a  return  for  their  labor,  depreciated  bank  paper ;  thus  constUvting^eni' 
phaiiccMyy  one  currency  for  the  Govermnefit  and  another  for  thepeoj^. 

They  therefore  pray  your  honorable  body  to  take  such  measures  as  may, 
at  the  earliest  possible  day,  compel  the  banks  of  the  District  to  fulfil  their 
obligations,  by  the  resumption  of  specie  payments ;  or  that  they  be  required 
to  assign  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  and  wind  up  their 
affairs. 


Lund  Washington,  jr. 
John  Ward, 
Jesse  P.  Harper, 
Benjamin  Evens, 
W.  Devereux, 
J.  E.  Dow, 
Richard  Cone, 
Isaac  C.  Smith, 
Grafton  Powell, 
Joseph  M.  Munding, 
Edward  Stubbs, 
William  H.  Dietz, 
N.  T.  Arnold, 
B.  J.  Morsell, 
A.  W.  Parris, 
H.  C.  Williams, 
James  Towles, 
James  B.  Phillips, 
William  P.  Mohun, 
John  Y.  Bryant, 
Richard  R.  Shekel!, 
J.  W.  HoUis, 
A.  Tho.  Smith, 
F.  S.  Myer, 
William  W.  Curran, 
Ch.  Murray, 
Thomas  Smallman, 
P.  Kenna, 
Gideon  Pearce, 
Th.  B.  ReUy, 
James  Alden, 
John  D.  Clark, 
John  Heart, 
Nicholas  J.  Harpur, 
James  Maher, 
Bernard  McClosky, 
John  McMahon, 
Daniel  K.  Worth, 
E.  Brown, 


Richard  W.  Clarke, 
John  Shaw, 
Oscar  Alexander, 
Edward  Pritchaid, 
H.  Walker, 
James  N.  Davis, 

D.  G.  Day, 
John  M.  Wane, 
William  L.  Jones, 
S.  H.  Rich, 
Theodore  E.  Smith, 
Michael  Crider, 
George  Dexter, 
Jaunes  R.  Blaisdell, 
J.  D.  Chedal, 
James  F.  Whitney, 
John  Moulder, 

S.  A.  Haviland, 
Edmund  F.  Brown, 
Gerard  Stith, 
James  Bennett, 
James  S.  Turpin, 
James  L.  Ham, 
N.  H.  Gerry, 
Matthew  Wilson, 
John  Bowen, 
William  T.  Butters, 

E.  Ijaporte, 
Is.  Holland, 
George  Gregory, 
A.  M.  Thomas, 
H.  S.  M.  Farnam, 
W.  G.  Blanchard, 
John  W.  Robinson, 
M.  Caton, 

R.  Taylor, 
Ignatius  Milstead, 
William  Pope. 


[SENATE.]  J^W], 


MEMORIAL 

OP 

IE  CORPORATION  OF  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON, 

REMONSTRATINa 

n^  (he  surrender  to  tfie  Slale  of  Man/land  of  t/ie  stock  held  by  that 
Corporation  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 


March  11, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  primted. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

3rial  and  remonstrance  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Washington. 

6  letter  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  the  President  of 
uited  States,  which  was  communicated  by  the  President  to  Con- 
on  the  6th  of  January  last,  and  which  informs  the  President  that  he 
eon  direrted  to  negotiate  with  him  for  the  swretider  to  the  State  of 
land  of  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  be- 
ig  to  the  United  States  and  the  cities  of  Washington,  Georgetown, 
ilexaudria, "  upon  the  condition  that  that  State  will  complete  the 

to  Cumberland  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,"  has  produced  a 
I  feeling  of  surprise  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  and  the  committee 
uted  by  that  city  to  represent  its  interests  before  Congress  have  been 
cted  to  remonstrate  against  the  passage  of  any  bill  by  Congress  sur- 
ring  to  tlie  State  of  Maryland  the  stock  held  by  that  corporation  in 
hesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  (A).  , 

presenting  that  remonstrance,  the  conunittee  beg  leave  most  respect- 
to  submit  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  soma  views  of  this 
:t,  which  are  very  forcibly  impressed  on  their  minds,  as  tending  to 
the  injustice  snch  an  act  would  do  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
naU  meritorious  claims  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  such  a  boon, 
s  singular  that  neither  the  Legislature  of  Ij^aryland  nor  the  Governor 
t  State  pretend,  in  their  preamble  to  the  act  referred  to,  or  in  the  act 
or  in  the  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  set  up  any 

upon  the  stock  which  they  thus  ask  to  be  surrendered  to  them. 
*  language  sets  up  a  demand  for  a  surrender  which  to  all  the  world 
2S  a  right,  while  in  fact  they  seek  a  donation,  a  finee  gift,  a  boon,  at 
cpenae  and  to  the  manifest  injury  of  others.  They  ask  that  Congress 
narrender  to  them  not  only  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States,  and 
i,  of  couney  Congress  can  dispose  of  as  they  shall  see  fit)  but  the^ 
?ongieas  also  to  surrender  to  them  the  stock  ^^  bebmging  to  tDoki^  ^N>j^!^ 
kBitt^primen 
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of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria."  The  terms  of  the  demand 
seem  to  carry  their  own  refutation  with  them ;  and  if  it  was  not  accom- 
panied by  the  letter  of  explanation  of  the  Governor,  would  scarcely  require 
further  notice.  But  Governor  Grason,  in  urging  this  demand  on  the 
consideration  of  tlie  President,  places  it  in  a  new  asj)ect,  when  he  says, 
"  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  linrc  paid  nothififr  on  account 
of  the  stocks  surrendered  by  them  to  the  United  »States,  and,  as  stackhM- 
ers,  have  nothing  to  lose  or  gain  by  its  surrender  to  Marjiand."  This 
renders  it  necessary  to  present  this  subject  in  detail,  and  we  now  proceed 
to  do  so. 

It  is  within  the  recollection  of  Congress,  that,  wlienllie  route  forthii 
canal  was  first  surveyed,  earnest  hopes  were  entertained  that  the  several 
States,  whose  inhabitants  were  to  be  benefited  by  it,  would  unite  in 
procuring  the  necessary  means  to  execute  it,  and  "that  only  partial  aiu 
would  be  required  from  tlie  General  Government.  Estimates  of  tlw 
cost  of  the  work,  on  a  scale  abundantly  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  this 
city,  were  made  by  competent  engineers,  and  it  was  shown  to  be  entirely 
within  the  compass  of  the  means  of  the  several  great  parties  inunediately 
interested  in  it  (the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia).  It  was  shown  that  less  than  $3,000,000  would 
complete  the  work  on  that  scale  to  Cumberland,  and  that  that  sum  could 
easily  be  raised.  The  District  of  Columbia  alone  undertook  to  raise  more 
than  half  the  amount ;  and,  with  a  zeal  and  public  spirit  of  the  most  actiit 
character,  the  several  cities  of  the  District  took  the  most  decided  steps  to 
effect  it.  But,  for  eminently  wise  and  national  purposes,  the  Congr^of 
the  United  States  deemed  it  essential  to  have  the  dimensions  of  the  cani! 
almost  doubled,  and  gave  us  every  reason  to  suppose  that  it  was  to  be 
considered,  and  would  be  executed,  as  a  national  work.  It  was  on  aD 
occasions  held  out  as  the  great  bond  of  union  between  the  East  and  the 
West,  and  in  every  respect  of  a  national  character. 

Under  the  inducements  thus  held  out,  sanctioned  by  the  oft-repeawl 
acts  of  the  Federal  Government  in  its  various  branches,  the  cities  of  dus 
District,  and  the  coqx)ration  of  Washington  especially,  subscribed  for  stock 
to  an  amount  which  nothing  but  these  inducements  could  have  justifiA 
or  even  palliated.  An  act  was  passed  to  amend  its  charter,  so  that  tb 
subscription  should  be  legal,  and  that  they  might  borrow  money  to  VKJ^ 
^fay,  the  Congress  of  that  day  went  further,  and  in  the  act  itself,  aua  sob- 
sequent  proceedings  of  the  Government,  most  unquestioned  pledges  we» 
given  for  the  security  of  the  loan  which  this  corporation  was  thus  authof- 
ized  to  obtain. 

We  have  only  to  recur  to  the  two  acts  of  the  24 ih  May,  1888,  lookinj 
to  the  same  object,  simultaneous  in  their  passage,  and  most  evidently  coa- 
nected  together,  for  the  proof  of  these  facts. 

Under  the  authority  thus  conferred,  nnd  with  the  sanction  of  lheB«e»- 
tive,  this  corporation  employed  an  agent,  at  great  expense,  to  obtaio  *■ 
money  for  them  by  loan,  and  succeeded.  Sut  they  had,  in  the  m*" 
time,  incurred  large  liabilities  on  account  of  the  subscription:  toit^ 
these,  and  the  further  additional  burden  of  the  interest  upon  theloan,«» 
the  incidental  expenses  connected  with  it,  a  debt  of  neany  half  a  nuDi* 
in  addition  to  the  million  subscription,  was  incurred.  So  that  up  to  J* 
nary,  1836,  the  debt  of  this  corporation,  arising  solely  from  thesutofl?- 
tion  thus  made,  amounted  to  $1,449,66U  08.    All  Uiese  Acta  will  abas- 
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appear  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Commit^»e  on  the  District 
umbia  in  the  Senate  accompanying  bill  No.  112,  made  2d  February, 
C) ;  the  statement  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  18th  March,  1836 
ind  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  of  the 

of  Representatives,  made  on  the  3d  of  February,  1836,  to  accom- 
nil  No.  275  (G). 

gress,  on  the  20th  May,  1836,  passed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
I  corporate  cities  of  the  l)istrict  of  Columbia,  by  which  the  United 
assumed  the  debt  of  a  million  of  dollars,  contracted  as  stated  above, 
lie  interest  then  due.  By  the  second  section  of  that  act  it  was  pro- 
that,  before  the  debt  should  be  assumed,  this  city  should  deposUe 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  stock  held  by  it  in  the 
company ;  and  the  Secretary  was  authorized,  at  such  tnne  within 
ars  as  might  be  most  favorable  for  the  sale  of  the  said  stock,  to  dis- 
lereof  at  public  sale,  and  reimburse  to  the  United  States  such  sums 
ht  have  been  paid  under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  the  surplus, 

pay  over  to  the  said  city. 

img  is  clearer  to  this  committee  than  that,  by  the  terms  of  this  act, 
liteid  States  have  made  a  loan  to  this  city  on  the  sole  pledge  of  this 
which  they  have  a  right  to  redeem  at  any  time  within  ten  years, 
assume  the  debt  and  interest,  and  they  do  not  require  a  transfer  or 
ment  or  release  of  the  stock  :  they  require  the  stock  to  be  deposited^ 
ower  to  sell  at  any  time  within  ten  years,  to  pay  this  assumed  debt, 
e  surplus  to-be  paid  to  the  city.     This  is  necessarily  a  loan  on  a 

security,  redeemable  in  the  ten  years.  And  thus  the  stock  stands 
hus  always  stood,  to  the  credit  of  the  corporation,  as  the  mortgager 

his  property,  having  the  right  of  redemption. 
J,  then,  is  the  position  of  the  corporation  of  Washington,  that  under 
lucements  held  out  to  it  by  the  General  Government  it  has  invested 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  this  canal ;  and  the  General  Gov- 
It  has  assumed  the  debt  of  a  million,  taking  the  whole  stock  as 
je  for  the  debt,  leaving  nearly  $500,000  still  wholly  unprovided  for. 
ovemment  has  power  to  sell  this  stock  to  reimburse  itself;  but  it  is 

in  good  faith  to  wait  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years  before  such 
nless  the  stock  should  be  greatly  appreciated  in  that  time,  so  that, 
5  should  be  a  surplus,  this  corporation  might  be  benefited  so  much, 
er  these  circumstances,  the  State  of  Maryland  asks  Congress  to  do 
hich  it  cannot  lawfully  do,  or  which,  if  it  can  do,  must  be  done  un- 
;  same  trust  by  which  the  stock  is  now  held  by  the  General  Gov- 
It.  They  are  asked  to  surrender  the  stock  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 
)comes  material,  then,  to  ascertain  what  claims  the  State  of  Mary- 
m  present  to  furnish  a  pretext  for  such  a  request. 

State  of  Maryland  originally  embarked  in  this  enterprise  as  this 
ition  did,  under  the  impression  that  a  canal,  suited  to  its  purposes, 
be  constructed  at  an  expense  entirely  within  the  means  then  est!- 
But  this  was  no  favorite  project  with  her  legislators  or  her  people, 
[coked  to  another  avenue,  and  another  great  outlet,  for  her  exhaust- 
ineral  wealth  whicli  would  lead  directly  to  her  principal  city,  Balti- 

and  as  it  was  early  ascertained  that  no  route  for  a  canal  could  be 
to  that  city  except  through  the  District  of  Columbia,  all  her  ener- 
ere  directed  to  the  railroad.  Her  legislation  and  the  political  pow- 
he  State  were  equally  devoted  to  this  object.    She  granted  a  most 
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fevorable  charter  to  the  railroad  company,  and  the  first  serious  obstacle  to 
the  progress  of  the  canal  is  to  be  clearly  traced  to  this  legislation.  The 
works  of  the  canal  were  obstructed,  vexatious,  tedious,  and  most  expen- 
sive litigation  ensued,  producing  a  train  of  evils  Irom  which  the  canal 
company  never  recovered. 

This  committee  will  endeavor  to  present  an  abstract  of  the  losses  incur- 
red by  this  interruption  of  the  canal,  all  the  materials  for  which  are  not 
now  before  them ;  and  they  will  not  rashly  venture  a  conjecture  when  the 
fects  can  easily  be  ascertained.  They  beg  leave  especially  to  refer  to  the 
memorial  of  the  canal  company,  herewith  filed,  and  the  documents  print- 
ed in  1832  (F). 

But  the  greatest  injury  was  in  the  progress  of  the  work  itself,  and  the 
discouragements  produced  by  that  dehiy.  The  history  of  her  subsequent 
legislation  shows  how  regardless  she  was  of  these  injuries,  and  how  per- 
tinaciously she  adhered  to  her  original  design  of  diverting  all  the  trade  of 
the  Potomac,  and  all  the  vast  products  of  the  regions  watered  by  its  tribu- 
taries from  that,  its  natural  channel,  and  forcing  it  to  Baltimore.  Year 
after  year,  while  this  corix^ration  was  exhausting  its  means  and  oppres- 
sing its  citizens  to  carry  on  this  canal,  Maryland  was  taxing  the  ingenuity' 
of  her  ablest  men  to  defeat  the  canal ;  surveying  routes  for  a  crosscut; 
strengthening  the  railroad,  the  great  rival  of  the  canal  company ;  demand- 
ing the  right  to  cut  a  canal  through  this  city ;  and,  in  every  way,seekin£^ 
to  secure  to  herself  every  advantnge  from  the  investment  of  this  corpora- 
tion, and  never  relaxing  tliese  eftbrts  until  she  was  well  assured  that  this 
was  the  only  practicable  means  of  bringing  into  use  the  great  wealth  of 
her  mountains. 

On  tlie  2d  October,  182S,  she  subscribed  $500,000  to  the  stock  of  tlie 
canal.  This  subscription  was  ]^id  in  instalments  as  it  was  required. 
From  that  time  to  the  spring  of  1834  she  gave  no  further  aid.  In  the 
meantime,  all  the  dilficultJes,  delays,  and  expenses  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  had  occurred,  and  she  had  become  very  well  assured  that  she 
must  embark  further  in  the  project  or  lose  what  she  had  invested,  a  very 
large  portion  of  which  had  been  sunk  through  her  own  improvident  legis- 
lation. 

In  the  empliatic  language  of  the  late  president  of  the  canal  company  in 
his  comrnunication  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  dated  23d  January', 
1839  :  "  It  is  certainly  true  that,  but  for  the  long  delay  produced  by  the 
controversy  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for  the  right 
of  way,  and  with  adequate  means  at  command,  this  work  would  have  been 
£nished  some  years  ago,  and  at  a  comparatively  less  cost." 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1834,  five  years  and  six  months  after  the  first  sub- 
sscription,  and  when,  but  for  her,  the  canal  could  have  been  sufficiently 
^advanced  to  have  begun  to  make  some  returns,  she  siubscribed  gllK/XW 
:jnoie.  Part  of  these  subscriptions  were  paid,  not  in  money,  but  in  6  per 
•-cent,  stocks,  created  by  her  for  that  purpose,  and  which  the  canal  had  t» 
-dispose  of;  a  right  reserved  by  the  State  in  her  subscription. 

In  the  meantime,  the  resources  with  which  the  canal  company  hid 

^started  had  been  nearly  or  quite  exhausted.    The  policy  of  the  Gennl 

Kxovemment,  in  relation  to  internal  improvements,  had  been  chaoged. 

^he  friends  of  the  enterprise  had  become  greatly  disheartened,  and  roi 

iras  impending  over  it — ^ruin  brought  on,  mainly,  by  Maoyland  henel£ 
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A  convention  of  the  friends  of  internal  improvement,  in  the  State  of 
[arylandy  was  held  in  Baltimore  in  December,  1834,  by  which  this  g^eat 
'ork  especially  was  considered ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  the  people 
rthat  city  began  to  see  its  importance  to  them.  That  city,  constituting 
16  heart  of  the  State,  and  regrulatmg,  by  its  pulsations,  the  extremest  parts 
f  the  body  politic,  united  earnestly  in  recommending  the  work  to  the  con- 
deration  of  the  legislature.  By  that  convention  a  committee  was  ap- 
3inted,  of  which  R.  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  was  chairman,  to  address  a  memorial 

>  Congress  on  behalf  of  this  canal,  to  which  reference  is  made  for  a  true 
ad  faithful  picture  of  its  condition  (G). 

Up  to  this  time  Maryland  had  not  thought  of  making  this  work  cTchi- 
)oeb/  her  own.  She  was  willing  to  add  her  mite  of  contribution  to  effect 
lat  which  was  to  make  her  great  and  powerful,  but  she  was  also  willing 

>  avail  herself  of  all  the  aid  she  could  obtain,  by  any  means,  from  any 
thcr  source.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  she  began  to  see  her  true  policy, 
'hich  was,  at  any  cost,  and  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  obtain  the 
>ntrol  of,  and  complete,  this  work  herself;  and  her  initiatory  steps  in  this 
Tort  are  not  less  remarkable  than  all  her  legislation  on  the  subject.  At 
le  December  session  of  1834,  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1835,  her  legis- 
ture  passed  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
hio  Cdnal  to  Cumberland,"  &c.,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  present- 
1  (H).  The  terms  of  this  act  speak  for  themselves,  and  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
iry  for  us  to  ciiai-actcrizc  them.  They  show,  however,  on  one  hand,  the 
rasping  spirit  which  is  now  fully  developed  in  their  present  application 
I  Congress,  and  tlic  cautious  policy  by  which  she  has  attempted  to  secure 
3rself  step  by  step,  and  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  of  the  work  at  the 
ast  possible  ex]K'nsi\ 

By  this  act  Maryland  proposed  to  loan  to  the  canal  company  a  sum  not 
cceediug  .f;2,0t)l),0(M),  at  six  per  cent.,  receiving  from  the  canal  company, 
;  a  security  for  that  loan,  the  entire  property  of  every  description  which 
possessed.  Hut  this  is  not  all.  This  act  imposed  other  and  severer  ob- 
gations  on  the  canal  company,  prohibiting  the  opening  of  their  books  for 
irther  subscriptions  except  in  certain  specified  contingencies,  and  com- 
jUing  them  to  keep  up  their  taiiff  of  tolls,in  fact  almost  surrendering  the 
>ntrol  of  the  work  at  once  to  Maryland.  This,  then,  was  no  subscrip- 
on. 

From  what  cause  it  is  impossible  to  conceive,  but  with  a  pertinacity  and 
ifatuation  for  which  no  reasonable  man  can  account,  the  Legislature  of 
lat  State,  even  after  they  had  thus  embarked  in,  and  virtually  had  the  con- 
ol  of  this  work,  year  after  year,  embarrassed  its  progress.  Yet  they  seem- 
ito  have  been  in  earnest  then,  and  if  we  looked  no  further  than  the  mere 
lactments  of  the  Legislature,  it  might  well  be  supposed  that  theyintend- 
i  to  perfect  their  scheme,  and  at  once  carry  out  the  work  with  vigor,  and 
cecute  it  on  a  scale  conmiensurate  with  its  beginning.  For  on  the  4th 
r  June,  1836,  they  passed  another  act  by  which  they  authorized  a  further 
ibscription  of  $3,00(),0(X).  By  this  act,  she  secured  to  herself  an  inter- 
it  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  $3,000,000,  to  the  exclusion 
r  all  other  stockholders,  and  other  important  privileges,  which  will  be 
lund  in  the  act  itself  A  copy  of  that  act  is  now  also  mmished  (I),  and  it 
fords  additional  evidence  of  the  determination  of  the  State  to  appropriate 
lis  work  to  herself.  Be  it  so.  She  deserves  all  honor  for  her  efforts  to 
ilaige  the  field  of  enterprise  for  her  citizens  to  break  through  the  almost 
apassable  barriers  with  which  nature  had  fenced  in  the  exhaustless  wealth. 
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of  her  inland  counties ;  and  by  a  wise  forecast  to  secure  to  her  citizens  the 
blessings  of  industry  and  plenty,  and  to  multiply  her  people.  But  shall' 
.she  do  so  at  the  expense  oi  others  ? 

It  would  be  a  tedious  waste  of  time  to  recapitulate  the  various  vexatious, 
and  unwarrantable  difficulties,  which  the  canal  company  were  compelled 
to  meet  and  remove,  in  attempting  to  make  this  subscription  available. 
They  are  fully  and  ably  detailed  in  the  reports  of  the  president  of  the  com- 
pany, filed  herewith  (M,  N,  O,  P,  Q),and  in  the  reports  of  the  committees 
of  the  Legislature  themselves.  But  the  result :  the  result  is  the  important 
matter.  By  the  improvident,  or  misguided,  legislation  of  Maryland,  these 
sums  of  money,  which  ought  to  have  completed  the  canal  to  Cumberland, 
and  which,  if  they  had  been  fairly  and  promptly  paid,  as  they  were  required 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  company's  wants,  would  have  yielded  to  us, 
not  only  the  first  fi-uits,  but  a  rich  harvest  for  all  the  labor  and  money  ex- 
pended, have  been  frittered  away,  and  the  expenses  of  the  work  so  ftr  in- 
creased, that  as  much  more  was  needed  by  the  time  they  were  expended, 
and  she  now  complains  of  the  consequences  of  her  bad  management,  and 
.makes  that  a  pretext  for  a  claim  upon  the  General  Government. 

That  subscription  of  $3,000,000  was  not  paid  at  the  time,  or  in  the 
manner,  or  to  the  amount,  specified  in  that  act;  and  on  the  5th  April,  1839, 
another  act  was  passed,  a  copy  of  which  also  is  herewith  presented  (K),to 
provide  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  State 
to  works  of  internal  improvement  A  few  days  after  this,  another  act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  making  a  further  subscription  of  $1,376,000, 
which  was  paid  in  five  per  cent,  stock.  A  copy  of  that  act  is  also  herewith 
presented  (L).  This  corporation,  on  all  occasions,  has  opposed  the  accept- 
ance of  the  loan  of  $2,000,000,  and  these  several  subscriptions,  on  tne 
terms  imposed  by  the  Legislature. 

It  will  appear,  by  reference  to  the  certificate  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
company  herewith  filed  (B),  that  $409,600  interest  has  been  paid  by  the  ca^ 
nal  company  on  the  loan  of  $2,000,000,  besides  the  sum  of  $7,100  which 
was  exacted  by  the  State  to  make  those  payments  equal  to  specie. 

It  will  further  appear  that  $120,000  have  been  advanced  to  the  State  by 
the  canal  company,  for  other  works  of  internal  improvement,  besides  the 
sum  of  $8,000,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  commissioners,  sent  by  her 
to  Europe  to  negotiate  her  loans. 

Here  then  we  have  the  stock  and  the  per  contra.  But  for  whose  benefit 
has  all  this  been  done?  for  the  United  States?  for  tlie  cities  of  tliis  Dis- 
trict ?  it  is  not  pretended.  Every  step  of  her  progress  is  now  to  be  clearly 
traced.  In  limine,  she  looked  to  her  own  peculiar  bentf  t,  and  from  that 
time,  has  steadily  persevered  in  that  policy. 

But  it  is  said  "  this  city  found  it  impossible,  without  ruining  its  people, 
to  pay  its  subscription,  and  were  under  the  necessity  of  petitioning  Con- 
gress for  relief"  The  Governor  has  been  misinformed  on  this  subject  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  treasurer's  certificate,  herewith  filed  (B),  that  the  whole 
of  her  subscription  was  fully  and  punctually  paid,  as  the  several  instal- 
ments became  due.  True,  she  was  obliged  to  petition  Congress  for  relief; 
but  under  what  circumstances  ?  So  long  as  the  onerous  burden  she  had 
undertaken,  could  be  borne,  and  at  immense  sacrifices,  she  retained  her 
Stock.  But  when  she  saw  that  the  (ieneral  (jJovernment  would  no  longer 
contribute  its  aid;  that  the  State  of  Maryland  was  throwing  every  imprfi- 
ment  in  the  way  of  the  work;  that  years  were  wasted  in  controversies 
^^lowing  out  of  her  legislation  -,  iVv^x.  ^\\q  U^d  determined  to  obtain  the  con- 
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tiol  of  the  whole  canal ;  that  she  had  abeady  obtained  a  mortgafi;e  of  all 
its  means  and  propertv,  present  and  prospective,  to  secure  herself  against 
loss,  and  had  retainea  the  right  to  make  an  investment,  to  the  exclusion 
of  others,  which  would  give  her  the  absolute  control  and  direction  of  the 
plan  and  execution  of  the  work,  and  was  straining  every  nerve  to  cut  off 
this  District  from  its  benefits,  and  to  force  every  thing  mto  her  own  city 
Baltimore;  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  most 
reluctantly  forego  their  privileges,  and  ask  for  relief  from  embarrassments 
mainly  caused  by  that  State  herself. 

It  is  said,  too,  that  "  what  little  value  the  stock  of  the  General  Govem- 
ment,  and  of  the  District  cities,  now  has,  is  derived  from  the  efforts 
which  the  State  of  Maryland  has  already  made,  and  is  expected  to  make, 
for  the  completion  of  the  canal.  Maryland  might  fairly  claim  it  on  this 
account,  and  also  as  a  partial  indemnification  for  the  expenditure  of  their 
funds  in  constmcting  expensive  works  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in 
the  enlargement  of  the  canal  for  the  purposes  of  the  General  Government." 

If  the  State  of  Maryland  had  maae  efforts  to  complete  the  canal,  if  she 
hady  at  the  outset,  freely  and  liberally  subscribed  one  half  of  what  she  has 
loaned  and  subscribed,  and  had  gone  on  with  the  cities  of  the  District  in 
the  spirit  with  which  they  urged  on  the  work,  and  had  exerted  herself  to 
remove  obstacles,  the  work  would  long  since  have  been  completed.  Its 
delay,  and  the  vast  increase  of  its  cost,  have  been  her  own  act  She  has 
no  claims  on  that  account. 

It  is  true,  the  outlay  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  enlarged  dimen- 
sions of  the  canal — enlarged  at  the  instance,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  But  Maryland  must  be  aware,  that,  firom  the  time  the 
original  subscriptions  were  exhausted,  previous  to,  or  during,  the  year  1834, 
she  has  had  it  m  her  power,  at  any  time,  to  obtain  the  ascendency  in  the 
direction  by  subscription,  and  to  alter  the  dimensions  of  the  canal  to  suit 
her  own  views.  She  has  chosen  to  keep  the  original  dimensions.  Up  to 
the  time  she  had  but  half  a  million  subscribed. 

But  the  expenditure  of  her  funds  in  constructing  expensive  works  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  is  put  forward  as  a  distinct  and  prominent  claim. 
Let  us  see  with  what  justice  this  is  done? 

In  the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  canal 
company,  dated  June  4, 1838.  herewith  filed,  are  detailed  statements,  show- 
ing the  cost  of  execution  of  the  different  sections  of  the  canal.  At  page  38, 
statement  No.  5,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  the  canal  to  dam  No.  6, 
was  $4,252,331  60.  This  carried  the  canal  beyond  the  United  States  ar- 
mory at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  supplied  a  feeder.  Of  that  sum,  Maryland 
had  paid  nearly  half  a  million,  this  city  a  whole  million.  Congress  a  mil- 
lion, (fee.  This  was  more  than  half  the  amount  which  would  have  been 
required  to  finish  the  work  to  Cumberland,  and  did,  in  fact,  finish  it  more 
than  halfway.  The  vast  increase  in  the  expense  of  finishing  the  residue, 
is  attributable  to  Maryland  alone.  Now,  of  this  portion  of  the  work, 
about  six  miles  are  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  only  expensive 
works  erected  there,  were  a  mole  at  Georgetown,  to  secure  a  large  basin 
abutting  the  Potomac  river,  at  which  vessels  could  lie  on  one  side,  and 
the  canal  boats  on  the  other,  secure  from  freshets  or  ice.  These  works 
can  be  seen  every  day ;  and  the  late  "  break  up''  of  the  river  illustrates 
their  necessity. 

•  See  further  on  this  subject,  pages  9  and  10  of  the  memorial  to  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land,  at  Decc-nber  session,  IKil. 
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The  other  stockholders  in  this  company  have  spent  their  whole  sub- 
■scriptions  within  the  State  of  Marylana,  and  given  to  her  security  for  the 
interest  on  her  investments,  postponing  every  thing  to  her  advantage,  and 
to  propitiate  her  fiivor ;  and  still  she  cnes,  "  Give,  give."  Not  content  with 
the  aid  of  millions  to  enable  her  to  accomplish  this  work,  of  such  vast  im- 
portance to  her  political  condition,  she  seeks  for  more  at  the  expense  of 
others. 

But  while  representing  her  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  work,  Maryland  for- 

fets  the  benefits  she  has  already  received  from  the  General  Government, 
y  which  she  makes  the  inhabitants  of  this  District  pay  tribute  to  her. 
The  original  charter  granted  by  Congress  to  the  railroad  company  ftwn 
this  city  to  Baltimore,  limited  the  charge  of  passengers  at  $1  50.  Mary- 
land presented  her  claims  and  her  services,  and  asked  an  increase ;  Con- 
gress gave  it ;  increased  the  charge  to  $2  50,  and  gave  to  the  State  50  cents 
8>r  each  passenger,  thus  providing  a  revenue  of  some  $30,000  or  $40,000, 
one-sixth  of  which  is  paid  by  the  people  of  this  District  Here,  one  would 
think,  was  at  least  a  very  reasonable  set-off  for  her  claim  for  the  expendi- 
ture in  this  District  of  her  money  in  extensive  (not  useless)  works  neces- 
sary to  the  proper  discharge  of  her  canal. 

In  conclusion,  this  committee  begs  leave  to  submit,  that  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Washington  did  in  good  faith  subscribe  and  pay  to  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company  1^1,000,000;  that,  owing  mainly  to  the 
legislation  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  this  subscription  cost  the  said  city 
nearly  $1,500,000;  that  owing,  also,  chiefly  to  that  legislation,  the  city 
was  compelled  to  apply  to  Congress  for  relief;  that  Congress  gave  them 
partial  relief,  by  assuming  the  debt  of  ,^1, 000,000,  and  receiving  the  stocl 
of  the  said  city  in  the  said  canal  company  in  pledge,  with  a  nght  of  re- 
demption in  ten  years ;  that  Congress  holds  that  stock  on  this  special  trust, 
•  and  cannot  dispose  of  it  without  the  assent  of  the  said  city ;  that  the  State 
of  Maryland  has  no  meritorious  claims  on  Congress  for  any  bonus  towards 
this  work ;  especially,  that  she  has  no  meritorious  claims  upon  the  stock 
held  by  Congress  in  tnist  for  this  corporation,  which  she  has  compelled 
this  corporation  to  hypothecate,  and  now  seeks  to  avail  herself  of  her  own 
acts  of  injustice,  to  remove  the  stock  beyond  the  reach  of  this  city;  ftit 
Congress,  and  the  cities  and  people  of  this  District,  have  already  contrib- 
uted a  just  proportion  towards  the  execution  of  this  work,  so  fer  as  tbe 
local  interests  of  the  District  arc  concerned,  and  ought  not  now  to  bew- 
quired  to  divest  themselves  of  their  interest. 

PETER  FORCE, 
GEORGE  WATTERSTON, 
JOHN  WILSON, 

On  the  part  of  the  Committtt. 
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APPENDIX. 


A. 

taoluiian  instructing  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  represent  the  inter- 
esi»  of  the  corporation  before  Congress^  to  remonstrate  against  the  pas- 
sage by  Congre^  of  any  bill  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Marylana  the 
stock  held  by  this  corporation  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Whereas,  the  executive  of  Maryland,  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the 
sgislature  of  that  State,  has  made  an  application  to  the  President  of  the 
tuted  States  for  the  surrender  to  Maryland  of  the  stock  belonging  to  the 
iporation  of  Washington  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  without  any 
uivalent,  and  without  consulting  the  corporate  authorities  on  the  sub- 
5t;  and  whereas,  the  said  stock  has  cost  this  corporation  about  $448,000 
«r  and  above  the  original  subscription,  on  which  an  interest  is  now  reg- 
arly  paid ;  and  whereas  the  State  of  Maryland  has  occasioned,  by  her 
ts,  a  delay,  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  of  at  least  two  years  in  tlie  completion 
the  said  canal,  and  increased  the  corporation  debt  upwaid  of  $120,000 
consequence  of  that  delay,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  the  commercial  and 
her  advantages  which  might  have  resulted  to  the  District  if  this  delay 
id  not  been  produced  by  the  said  State ;  and  whereas,  the  said  Governor, 
his  communication  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  2d  of 
ecember,  1839,  asserts  that  "  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria, 
ive  paid  nothing  on  account  of  the  stock  surrendered  by  them  to  the 
nited  States,  and  as  stockholders  have  nothing  to  lose  or  gain  by  its 
irrender  to  Maryland  ;"  which  declaration,  so  fiir  as  it  relates  to  Washing- 
»n,  is  founded  in  a  misapprehension  of  the  fact ;  and  whereas,  the  said 
late  has  made  herself  a  favored  stockholder,  by  requiring  the  interest  to 
B  paid  on  her  stock  in  preference  to  that  of  dl  the  other  stockholders : 
ieiefore. 

Resolved  by  the  board  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common  council  of  the 
idy  of  Washington^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  represent  the  mter- 
»t  of  the  corporation  before  Congress,  be  instructed  to  remonstrate  against 
'ic  passage  of  any  bill  by  Congress  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Maryland 
"i*  stock  held  by  this  corporation  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

JAMES  CARBERY, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Common  Council. 

C.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
-Approved  February  6, 1840. 

PETER  FORCE,  Mayor. 

Register's  Office, 

Washifigton,  March  2, 1840. 

^  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  filed  in  this  office. 

C.  H.  WILTBERGER,  Register. 
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B. 

Treasurer's  Office,  Ches.  &  Ohio  Canal  Co., 

Washington,  March  4, 1840. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  propounding  to  me  certain  inquiries 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  this  company,  1  state : 

1.  That  the  subscription  made  by  the  corporation  of  Washington  for 
10,000  share?  (or  $1,000,000)  in  the  capital  stock  of  this  company,  was 
paid  in  like  manner  with  that  of  other  stockholders,  and  that  the  final  in- 
stalment was  made,  and  the  total  payment  complet^,  in  June,  1833 ;  and 
that  a  certificate  of  stock,  in  due  form,  under  the  seal  of  the  company,  has 
issued  therefor. 

2.  That,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  passed 
at  their  December  session,  1834,  making  a  loan  of  $2,000,000  to  this  com- 
pany, the  said  sum  was  at  various  times  paid;  and  that  this  company  hai 
paid  to  the  State,  as  interest  thereon,  the  sum  of  $409,600 ;  and,  also,  tht 
simi  of  $700,600  demanded  by  the  treasurer,  in  obedience  to  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  as  the  exchange  or  equivalent 
between  specie  and  the  bank  payments  in  1837,  for  interest 

3.  That  this  company  has  advanced  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  treasurer,  the  sum  of  $120,000,  in  payments  to  other  in- 
ternal improvement  companies  of  said  State. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BARNARD,  Treasurer. 
Peter  Force,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  Washington.  « 


In  Senate  op  the  United  States,  February  %  1836, 
The  committee  on  tht  District  of  Columbia^  to  whom  were  refariiih 
memorials  of  tht  corporations  of  Washington,  Otm^gttoum,  aud  M» 
andrioj  praying  that  relief  may  be  afforded  them  from  their  pecum0f 
embarrassments,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  asklum 
respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  : 


That  the  annexed  statements  will  exhibit  the  condition  of  the 
rialists  in  regard  to  iheir  pecuniary  concerns ;  which  is  but  too  well  eaip 
culated  to  produce  the  conviction  that,  left  entirely  to  their  own  resoait^ 
they  are  almost,  if  not  entirely,  destitute  of  the  means  of  rdief.  Tbef 
represent  themselves  as  being  on  the  verge  of  irretrievable  bankmiHi^ 
It  would  answer  no  good  or  useful  purpose  to  enter  their  public  nili 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  grounds  of  censure  for  indiscretions  commitlei 
in  the  administration  of  their  affairs.  To  expose  the  errors  into  wUek 
they  may  have  fallen,  would  be  to  inflict  wounds  where  relief  is  pncfd 
for.  Their  embarrassments,  on  the  contrary,  are  justly  calculated  to  et 
cite  our  sympathies,  and  the  more  so,  from  the  fact  that  Congress  is  Cbtf 
local  Legislature,  from  which  alone  they  can  expect  or  ask  for  aid. 

The  committee,  not  deeming  it  necessary  to  enter  into  an  inr&iig^ 
lion  of  the  merits  of  the  claims  urged  on  Congress  by  the  corporatioii  rf 
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BV'ashin^n,  recognise,  as  by  far  the  most  prominent  cause  of  the  pecuni- 
try  involvement  of  the  petitioners,  the  pledjsre  of  their  credit  in  their  re- 
pective  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  and  Chesapeake  canal; 
ind  it  is  in  the  circumstances  leading  to  and  connected  wtth  those  sub- 
criptions/that  it  looks  for  the  obligations  of  the  Government  now  to  in- 
erpose  for  their  relief.  This  canal  was  from  a  very  early  period  re- 
iftrded  as  one  of  great  importance.  At  a  day  anterior  to  the  cession  of 
his  District  by  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  those  two  States 
lad  incorporated  a  company  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  Potomac, 
n  the  stock  of  which  General  Washington  became  largely  interested.  The 
^reat  object  of  desire  continued  to  he  to  achieve  the  work  as  far  as  the 
own  of  Cumberland,  at  the  base  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  under 
he  confident  belief  that  when  that  rich  mineral  regfion  should  be  reach* 
sd,  a  new  and  greatly  enlarged  source  of  trade  would  be  opened,  which 
coold  not  fail  to  enrich  the  three  corporations  of  the  District.  The  canal 
was  designed  to  have  been  constructed  of  the  width  of  thirty  feet  and 
U>  the  depth  of  three  feet  of  water,  the  consummation  of  which  your 
committee  see  no  reason  to  doubt  was  fully  within  the  means  or  the 
District,  with  the  aid  of  Virj^nia  and  Maryland.  The  attention  of  the 
Government  was,  however,  given  to  the  subject,  and  it  came  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a  work  of  great  national  importance.  In  this  light,  .President  Monroe 
esteemed  it,  and  accordingly  recommended  it  to  the  favorable  regard  of 
Congress.  It  was  known,  also,  that  his  successor,  Mr.  Adams,  entertained 
similar  opinions,  and  Congress  finally,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1S28,  passed 
an  act,  subscribing  one  million  of  dollars,  upon  condition  that  the  dimen- 
aioQS  of  the  canal  should  be  enlarged.  But  this  was  not  the  only  change 
cootemplated.  The  Government  was  not  satisfied  with  terminating  the 
work  at  the  town  of  Cumberland ;  it  extended  its  vision  to  the  waters  of  the 
great  West;  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac  rivers  were  to  be  brought 
loio  union;  and  ardent  hopes  were  excited  that  the  District  of  Columbia 
Has  to  become  the  recipient  of  much  of  that  trade  which  now  serves  to  en* 
xich  the  numerous  towns  situated  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi ;  reconnois* 
■uioes  had  been  made  of  the  whole  route,  and  it  was  pronounced  feasible. 
In  short,  no  room  was  left  to  doubt  but  that  the  Governnient  seriously  de- 
igned to  give  its  best  energies  to  the  entire  completion  of  the  work.  It  was 
pmectly  natural,  under  the  circumstances,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 
erf* Columbia  should  become  deeply  interested  in  the  project;  the  three  cor- 
porations manifested  the  interest  which  they  felt  in  the  extent  of  their  sub* 
Bcriptions.  The  city  of  Washington  subscribed  one  million  of  dollars,  and 
Alexandria  and  Georgetown  two  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars  each. 
Tbey  may,  in  truth,  be  regarded  as  having  been  stimulated  to  make  these 
lam  subscriptions,  so  much  beyond  their  fiscal  means,  by  the  direct  action 
of  me  Government.  W^ithout  the  consent  of  the  Government  they  had  no 
Hthority  to  make  the  subscriptions ;  and  the  interest  taken  by  the  Govern- 
amt  in  their  becoming^subscribers  is  sufficiently  manifested  by  the  terms  of 
ihsact  of  Congress.  The  Government  was  a\>are  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
aabicribers  to  meet  the  payment  of  their  subscriptions  without  contracting 
«loan ;  and,  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  it  gave  the  most  unquestioned  pledge 
that  the  loan,  and  all  the  interest  which  might  accrue  on  it,  should  be  paid. 
It  assumed  the  supervision  of  its  payment.  These  were  the  circumstances^ 
■f«l  expectations  connected  witl>  the  subscriptions  thus  made  by  the  memo- 
rialists, under  the  oppressive  weight  of  which  they  are  now  laboring. 


; 
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Other  views  than  those  at  that  time  entertained  now  prevail  with  tbe 
Oovernment.    It  is  no  longer  esteemed  proper  to  prosecute  the  work  to  the 
point  contemplated.    Wiih  the  correctness  of  this  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  this  committee  have  nothing  to  do.     They  look  only  to  the 
<][uestions  prrowing  out  of  this  application  for  relief,  and  to  the  results  fk)w. 
ing  from  this  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  tbe  meott- 
rialists.    If  the  Government  had  continued  its  countenance  to  this  work^ 
if  it  had  ^iven,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  public  Treasury  its  aid,  as  it  had 
<lone  in  similar  cases,  and  as  the  memorialists  had  every  reason  to  suppose 
it  would  have  done  in  this — the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
would  have  continued  to  increase  in  value,  and  thus  the  means  have  beea 
always  in  the  hands  of  the  memorialists  to  have  reimbursed  their  debt  The 
precise  opposite  has  now  taken  place.    The  Government  has  withdrawn  ill 
countenance,  and  the  stock  is  of  nominal  value  only ;  and  those  who  anti- 
cipated profit  and  advantage  are  now  in  a  state  of  hopeless  despondenq. 
The  committee  cannot  but  see  in  these  circumstances  a  strong  claim  Ar 
governmental  interposition.    Those  who  have  reason  to  look  for  beoefitand 
advantages  at  the  hands  of  Government,  who,  by  the  Constitution,areplafiel 
.under  its  exclusive  guardianship,  are  devoted  to  destruction  by  the  cbanii    | 
of  policy  in  the  jSovernment.    The  debt  under  which  tliey  labor  woui 
never  have  been  contracted  but  for  the  action  of  the  Government  itself;  thdr 
hopes  and  expectations  are  all  defeated  by  its  subsequent  course,    is  doI 
the  Government  in  good  faith  bound  to  relieve  nnd  to  redress?    The  coii> 
mittee  cannot  doubt  but  such  is  its  obligation — such  its  duty.     The  condi- 
tion of  Alexandria,  arising  out  of  these  circumstances,  is  peculiarly  bari 
She  subscribed  her  hinds  under  the  belief  that  sucii  a  termination  would 
have  been  given  to  the  canal  as  would  admit  her  to  a  fair  participation  ia 
the  trade ;  when  it  has  become  manifest  that,  without  incurring  the  heaff 
expense  of  a  continued  canal,  all  hopes  of  such  participation  are  deloeim 
She  has  accordingly  set  herself  to  execute  the  work  so  desirable  to  her,Biri 
has,  iu  part,  executed  it ;  but  no  prospect  remains  of  her  being  able  tooo» 
plete  it,  unless  relieved  from  her  Holland  debt,  or  in  some  other  maniai 
equally  effectual. 

A  further  ground  for  legitimate  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  Gofeifr 
ment  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  of  its  being  actually  a  party  to  the  deli9 
Ihus  contracted  by  the  corporations.    By  the  act  of  Congress  which  » 
thorized  the  memorialists  to  contract  the  loans,  it  pledged  itself  to  the  pq^ , 
ment  of  the  debt,  by  endorsing  for  the  solvency  and  punctuality  of  IM 
borrowers.    True,  it  received  for  that  endorsement  full  authority  from  Ikl 
principals  to  make  the  debt  and  interest  by  levy  and  sale,  but  thai  in 
way  alters  its  position  in  regard  to  the  creditors.    They  looked  to  the 
of  Congress,  and  on  inquiry  into  the  solvency  or  insolvency  of  the  c 
porations,  the  sufiiciency  or  insufficiency  of  the  real  and  personal  propadp 
within  their  respective  limits  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  any  moment;  !* 
were  satisfied  with  the  responsibility  assumed  by  the  Government  to 
that  the  debt  should  be  paid,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  Government  to 
pledged,  they  relied  as  a  sure  guarantee.    The  plain  state  of  the  eauil 
this: 

The  three  corporations  contract  debts,  for  the  due  payment  of  which  ihi 
-Government  endorses;  it  takes  care  to  qbtain  from  the  priDcipaldabM 
authority  to  make  levy  and  sale  of  the  property  of  such  princmabi  in  orte 
to  meet  the  engagements.    \l  XYvw^  occ\v^\fi&  the  situation  ot  an  endorser 
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■68  himself  by  obtaining  a  lien  on  the  effects  of  his  principal ;  to 
NT  he  is  bound  as  n  party  to  the  contract,  and  it  is  for  him  to  exe- 
iC,  at  his  pleasure,  the  lien  which  he  has.  Such  also,  in  reference 
land  debt,  are  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  Government.  So 
enuaded  is  the  committee  of  the  correctness  of  this  view,  that 
ntnre  the  opinion  that,  if  the  three  towns  had  perished  by  a  gen* 
igration,  and  no  relic  of  property  could  be  found,  out  of  which 
nment  could  make  the  debt,  it  would  in  good  faith  be  bound  to 
ment  out  of  the  public  Treasury.  Of  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  the 
ich  it  exposed  itself  to  these  responsibilities,  the  committee  hare 

I  say :  they  deal  with  things  as  they  are,  and  from  thence  deduce 
conclusions. 

t  of  Congress  is  enough  in  itself  to  show  the  responsible  condi- 
s  Government  in  regard  to  these  debts,  but  other  evidences  still 
be  noticed.  The  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  TMr.  Rush),, 
ipprobation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  addressed  a  let- 
Messrs.  Baring,  which  was  undoubtedly  communicated  to  the 
rommclin,  giving  a  circumstantial  narrative  of  the  whole  affair, 
concludes  with  tho  following  emphatic  declarations :  "  Not  being 
iirected  by  law  to  negotiate  this  loan,  I  do  not  make  any  inquiry 
rect  capacity  as  exercising  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

nevertheless,  as  the  nation  is  interested  in  the  object  to  which 
Doks,  and  has  provided  in  various  ways  for  the  advancement  of 
t,  as  well  as  'pledged  means  vnder  its  coJitrolfor  the  security  of 
[  deem  it  proper,  loitk  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
tateSj  to  make  the  inquiry.  With  what  good  faith  this  Govern- 
:e  its  first  adoption,  has  fulfilled  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
attached  to  it,  neud  not  be  said  on  this  occasionJ^  Thus  does 
ary  of  the  Treasury  urge  the  loan,  refers  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
mt,  always  observed,  as  a  sure  and  certain  reliance  for  the  foreign 

who,  relying  on  that  good  faith,  has  accordingly  advanced  his 
hree  corporations  of  the  District.  This  reliacce  was  strength- 
le  Remarks  on  the  Loan,  addressed  to  foreign  capitalists,  by  Mr. 
itained  in  the  annexed  document,  page  19,  a  single  extract  from 

II  suffice :  '^  Here  is  a  specific. fund  pledged  and  set  apart  for  him 
V ;  it  consists  of  real  and  personal  estate  within  tbe  metropolis  of 
L ;  this  estate  is  subjected  to  taxation  in  full  and  adequate  amount 
!  debt.  The  Gootrnment  of  the  United  StcUes  is  the  superin* 
\awer  bound  to  watch  over  his  interests  ;  to  see  that  he  is  paidy 
punctually,"  Thus  is  it  obvious  that  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
edged  to  the  creditors,  and  that  all  the  responsibiUties  attach  to  it 
se  under  cases  of  ordinary  endorsement.  What  then  shall  it  now 
Qstanced  as  it  is  ?  The  principal  debtors  already  labor  under  a 
taxation  burdensome  in  the  extreme  ;  they  represent  to  Congress 
r  inability  to  meet  the  demands  now  existing  and  in  the  way  of 

Alexandria  has  paid  the  interest  upon  her  debt  for  the  last 
ut  avows  her  incapacity  to  do  so  for  the  time  coming ;  while  the 
3  learn,  with  some  degree  of  pain,  that  which  was  however  to 
i  anticipated,  that  the  corporations  of  Washington  and  George- 

er  from  which  this  extract  is  taken  is  not  on  file  in  th«  Trewary  Depaitment,  bat 
city  of  tbe  leuer  is  well  avouched. 
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town  are  still  in  arrear,  and  that  a  requisition  has  actually  been  made  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  by  the  agent  of  the  creditors,  to  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  May,  1828,  and  to  cause  the 
amount  of  arrears    to  be  forthwith  collected  (see  annexed  correspond- 
ence).   Shall  the  Government  then  execute  the  lien  which  it  possesses, 
advance  the  money,  and  hold  the  memorialists  responsible  for  the  debt  lo 
them,  or  assume  its  payment  and  give  an  absolute  discharge?     To  adopt 
the  first  would  be  to  inflict  the  very  ruin  which  the  memorialists  seek  to 
avoid,  while  the  second  would  be  wholly  deceptive  in  its  results.    The 
committee  therefore  recommend  the  absolute  assumption  of  the  debt  as  a 
result  to  which  the  Government  must  ultimately  come,  and  can  perceive 
no  good  reason  for  delaying  it.     Why  permit  a  weight  to  rest  upon  the 
District,  which  can  only  produce  the  effect  of  cramping  all  its  enerm 
and  retarding  most  seriously  its  growth  in  wealth  and  population.    The 
fact  is  apparent,  that  the  memorialists  cannot  get  on  under  the  present  bar- 
dens  ;  and  that  instead  of  diminishing,  these  burdens  must  be  greatly  sod 
destructively  augmented,  when  the  time  shall  arrive  for  the  payment  of 
principal  superadded  to  the  interest,  and  when  too  it  is  recollected  that  this 
involvement  is  fairly  ascribable  to  the  direct  action  of  the  Government  itself 
A  bill  is  therefore  reported  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists. 


Register's  Office, 
Washington,  January  26, 1836. 

I  certify  that  the  whole  debt  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washiflf- 
ton,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1836,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $1,765,960  9 
exclusive  of  due-bills,  of  which  there  are  now  in  circulation         60,000  • 

Making  the  debt  at  this  time  .            -            -            -            -  1,816,980  !f 
And  that  the  interest  now  due  on  the  above  debt  amounts 
to  the  sum  of 70,0988 


ti 


Total  amount  due     ...  -  $1, 886,079  j 

I  certify  that  the  above  statement  is  correctly  taken  from  the  books  if  Ihi 
corporation  of  Washington. 

WM.  HEWITT,  Register. 

Exclusive  of  the  above,  there  are  other  claims  against  the  corporatifl^fl 
the  amount  of  which  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  but  they  ire  inoei' I 
siderable.  I 

William  A.  Bradley,  Esq.,  Mayor,  ^c. 


"fc 


Janu«ry  25,  ISK 

Dear  Sir  :  The  above  is  a  brief  exhibit  of  the  afiairs  of  the  dtf '^  ac 
Washington.    A  detailed  statement  will  be  furnished,  if  desired. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  BRADLEY,  ifafr« 
Hon.  Jko.  Tyler. 
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Treasury  Department,  January  28,  1836. 
R :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
instant,  communicating  to  this  department  the  unpleasant  information 
3  inability  of  the  corporation  of  Washington  to  provide  for  the  payment 
9  interest  on  the  loan  contracted  under  the  act  of  May  24,  18^. 
lur  letter  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  he  has,  with  great 
tj  felt  obliged,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  that  act,  to  appoint 
;h  Ringgold,  Esq.,  the  collector  of  the  tax  imposed  thereby,  to  meet 
leficiency  which  at  present  exists.     That  deficiency  amounts  to  the 
of  $27,600,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  report  made 
s  department  by  the  acting  First  Comptroller,  on  the  27th  instant. 
hen  the  collector  appointed  by  the  President  shall  have  filed  his  bonds, 
lecessary  instructions  must  be  given  to  him  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
ct  the  tax,  in  coifformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  duty  and 
lions  of  the  President. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoivr  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sicretary  of  the  Treasury. 
.  A.  Bradley,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office^  January  27,  1836. 

;r:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  your  letter  of  to-day,  I  have  the  honor 
Ate,  that  the  last  payment  made  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
3n,  on  account  of  the  interest  on  the  loan  contracted  under  the  authority 
le  act  of  24th  May,  L828,  was  to  the  30th  September,  1835 ;  consequent- 
aid  corporation  is  in  arrears  for  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  ultimo  and 
31st  March  next,  amounting  to  $27,500 ;  it  being  required  by  the  act 
rred  to  that  the  interest  on  said  loan  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
United  States  ninety  days  before  the  same  shall  become  due  to  the 
lers  of  the  shares  or  certificates  of  the  loan  or  loans. 

JNO.  LAUB,  Acting  Comptroller. 
[on.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Debt  of  the  corporation  of  Georgetown. 

land  loan $260,000  00 

idry  other  debts 155,148  49^ 

$406,148  491 

\  annual  interest  thereon  is      -  -  -  -      $24,308  88 

pay  whicbj  and  the  current  expenses  of  the  corporation,  will  require, 
lie  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  tax  on  the  property  of  the  town  of  two 
cent,  per  annum. 
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From  Mr.  R.  Rush  to  Messrs.  Baring  BrothBrs,  ^*  Co. 

Treasury  Department,  November  24,  1828. 
}bntlemen  :  The  Legislature  of  Yirsinia,  in  1824,  passed  an  act  in- 
porating  a  company  under  the  name  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
npony,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  tlie 
)r  Ohio  with  those  of  the  Chesapeake,  thereby  opening  the  shortest  out- 
letween  the  former  riv^er  and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  This  canal  is  to  be 
through  its  course  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Allegany  mountain  by  the 
IT  Potomac,  and  the  streams  that  fall  into  iij  and  into  the  western  side 
he  mountains,  and  in  passing  over  the  same,  by  such  waters  as  by  prop- 
neans  may  be  drawn  to  its  aid.  The  object  of  the  canal  is,  as  the  act  of 
orporation  states,  to  establish  a  connected  navigation  between  the  east- 

and  western  waters  of  this  part  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  bind  more 
lely  all  the  mutual  interests  that  are  calculated  to  consolidate  the  Union, 
e  Legislatures  of  Maryland  and  of  Pennsylvania  have  given  their  con- 
( to  the  above  act  of  incorporation,  the  line  of  the  canal  passing  through 
ts  of  their  territory  respectively  ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 

done  the  same,  the  litie  also  passing  through  a  part  of  the  District  of 
umbia,  which  is  subject  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Congress. 
Congress,  at  its  last  session,  has  expressed  its  sense  of  the  utility  of  this 
lal,  as  well  as  its  practicability  (its  whole  line  having  been  duly  surveyed 
I  marked  out  by  surveyors  and  engineers  previously  appointed  by  the 
tional  Government),  by  subscribing  towards  its  construction  one  million 
loliars.  The  Legislature  of  Maryland  has  subscribed  five  hundred  thou- 
d  dollars.  There  are  other  subscriptions,  making,  with  the  foregoing, 
amount  of  upward  of  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The  work 
n  actual  progress,  having  been  commenced  during  the  past  summer, 
ler  the  auspices,  in  part,  of  the  same  civil  engineer  who  has  been  sue- 
(fully  employed  in  making  the  New  York  canal ;  and  it  is  expected  that, 
the  close  of  the  ensuing  year,  an  extent  of  more  than  fifty  miles  will  be 

L^he  city  of  Washington  has  subscribed,  by  its  corporation,  a  million  of 
ars  to  this  enterprise,  having  been  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Congress 
be  United  States,  in  suborcUnation  to  which  its  corporate  powers  are 
I  and  exercised.  By  the  same  act  of  Congress,  the  corporation  has 
1  vested  with  authority  to  make  a  loan  at  an  interest  not  to  exceed 
per  cent,  to  meet  this  subscription  ;  fifVy  thousand  dollars  of  which| 
ig  the  amount  of  the  instalments  due  upon  it  up  to  this  day,  it  may 
idded,  have  been  paid.  For  the  sums  that  may  be  borrowed  in  pur- 
nce  of  this  authority,  certificates  of  stock  are  to  be  issued  by  the  cor- 
ition ;  lists  of  all  which,  duly  authenticated,  are  to  be  deposited  with 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  If  the  sums  due  on 
IQ,  interest  and  principal,  be  not  paid  in  good  faith,  the  President  of  the 
ted  States  is  authorized  to  have  them  collected  through  the  instrument- 
r  of  proper  officers,  who  will  be  directed  (o  levy  upon  the  real  and 
lonal  property  within  the  city  of  Washington,  which  is  made  liable, 
uiequate  amount  for  all  that  may  be  due.  By  this  law  repayment  of 
sums  that  may  be  borrowed  by  the  corporations  for  the  object  in  ques- 
I,  is  effectively  guarantied  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  A  spe- 
t  fund  is  pledged  as  the  security,  consisting  of  property  within  the  city 
Vashington,  which  is  the  seat  of  the  National  Government|  and  over 
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which  the  Congress  of  the  nation  has  exclusivo  jnrisdictioD  and  control^ 
without  the  power  of  interference  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  individual  Stales. 
There  is  a  further  clause  in  the  law.  directing  that  a  copy  of  whatever  con- 
tract may  be  entered  into  for  a  loan  by  the  said  city,  for  the  above  purpose, 
shall  also  be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iu  order  that  that 
national  officer  may  be  informed  with  precision  of  the  sum  or  sums  due  to 
the  lender ;  it  bein^  made  his  duty,  by  the  same  clause,  to  cause  to  be  col< 
lected  and  paid  into  the  public  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  lender,  all  arrears 
due  to  him.  The  pamphlet  herewith  transmitted  contains  the  different 
laws  that  have  been  referred  to,  and  will  make  known  their  provisions  more 
at  large,*  as  well  as  the  provisions  of  other  laws  relating  to  the  canal.  The 
provision  contained  in  the  fifth  section  of  one  of  the  acts  of  Congress  oi  the 
24th  May  last,  will  not  escape  attention.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  section 
that  the  corporation  must  be  prepared  to  show  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  satisfactory  evidence,  its  ability  to  make  its  payments  under 
the  law  (of  interest  or  otherwise)  ninety  days  in  advance  ;  and  that  where 
it  fails,  or  is  likelv  to  fail,  in  so  doin^,  the  President  is  empowered  to  hare 
the  sum  collected  in  advance,  and  paid  in  to  the  public  Treasury  on  account 
of  the.  lender. 

1  have  stated  thus  much  as  preliminary  to  the  main  purpose  (rf*  tliis  com- 
munication. The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  being  duly  au- 
thorized thereto  by  Congress  as  aforesaid,  passed  an  ordinance  on  the  19th 
September  last,  for  borrowing,  at  an  interest  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent,  a 
million  of  dollars,  for  the  term  of  thirty  years. 

A  copy  of  the  ordinance  is  enclosed,  which  will  specially  make  known 
its  enactments.  It  will  be  perceived  by  one  of  them  that  all  dividends 
which  may  Ire  paid  on  the  shares  owned  by  the  corporation  in  the  stock  of 
the  canal,  are  to  be  set  apart  from  the  other  moneys  of  the  corporation  as 
a  fund  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  loan,  and  that  this  fund,  together 
with  the  shares  owned  by  the  corporation  in  the  stock  of  the  company,  v 
pledged  for  its  payment.  It  will  be  further  perceived  that  this  is  over  and 
above  the  security  provided  by  Congress,  as  already  described. 

The  repayment  of  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars,  principal  and  interest, 
which  the  corporation  now  desires  to  borrow,  beinu  thus  provided  for  bf 
security  deemed  to  be  in  all  respects  ample  and  satisfactory,  it  has  occoned 
to  the  corporation  that  the  money  may  perhaps  be  obtained  upon  better 
terms  abroad,  in  countries  where  there  is  much  more  capital  unemployed 
than  in  the  United  States.  The  Bank  of  the  Uni.ted  States  has  already,  by 
the  unanimous  assent  of  its  directors,  lent  te  tlie  corporation  ene  hundmi 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  on  the  above  security  at  six  per  cent.,  this  being 
the  general  rate  of  legal  interest  in  this  country. 

I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  inquiring  of  you,  in  behalf  of  the  oorporatioB 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  whether  you  think  the  million  of  dollars  mighl 
probably  be  obtained  in  London,  and  upon  what  terms,  lower  than  six  ptf 
cent,,  it  being  understood  that  arrangements  could,  if  necessaryi  be  ibmi 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  in  London. 

Not  being  specially  directed  by  law  to  negotiate  this  loan,  I  do  not  Boab 
the  inquiry  in  my  direct  capacity^  as  exercising  the  duties  of  the  SecralaiT 
of  the  Treasury.  Nevertheless,  as  the  nation  is  interested  in  the  olffBcC  t» 
wlucb  the  loan  looks,  and  has  provided  in  various  ways  for  the  •dvanoS' 

«  See  pariicnlarly  pages  44  and  45. 
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ment  of  that  object,  as  well  as  pledged  means  under  its  control  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  loan,  I  deem  it  proper,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  make  the  inquiry.  With  what  good  faith  this  Gov- 
ernment, since  its  first  adoption,  has  fulfilled  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
that  have  attached  to  it,  need  not  be  said  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Messrs.  Baring  Brothers,  &  Co.,  London. 


Remarks  on  the  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars^  proposed  to  be 
raised  by  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  towns  of  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria,  under  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 

The  loan  is  wanted  to  meet  the  subscriptions  of  the  above  towns  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  This  is  a  public  work,  in  a  high  degree 
national,  in  the  United  States  of  North  America.  It  is  not  undertaken  by 
any  one  of  the  States  singly,  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  of  them  singly ; 
bat  looks  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  country,  and  immediately  to  that 
of  several  of  the  States  that  are  central  in  their  position  in  the  Union,  and 
among  the  most  important  for  population  and  resources.  Its  great  object 
is  to  join,  in  this  part  of  the  American  Union,  the  western  waters  with  those 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean — an  object  full  of  importance  to  all  commercial  and 
other  intercourse  in  the  United  States,  and  always  deemed  practicable  by 
the  best  informed  and  most  sagacious  men  of  the  country,  from  General 
Washington's  time  to  the  present,  he  having  been  the  first  to  designate  the 
line  of  this  canal,  more  than  forty  years  ago.  The  advantages  of  this  un- 
dertaking are  officially  set  forth  in  various  reports  and  documents  published 
by  order  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  To  repeat  them  all  would 
extend  these  remarks  unduly,  and  be  aside  from  their  purpose.  It  may 
merely  be  affirmed  that  the  canal,  by  terminating  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
where  it  will  fall  into  the  river  Potomac,  which  flows  into  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  which  latter  empties  itself  into  the  Atlantic,  must  necessarily  bring 
peculiar  advanta^-es  to  that  city,  as  well  as  to  the  entire  District  of  Columbia. 
The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  portion  of  territory  ten  miles  square,  under 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  Nationsd  Congress,  without  the 
power  of  control,  or  any  interference  whatever,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
individual  States.  Within  this  District  stand  as  well  the  city  of  Wash- 
in^n  as  the  towns  of  Georgetown  and  Alexandria  ;  all  three  of  the  towns 
beios  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  '  Congress  has  subscribed  to- 
wards the  construction  of  this  canal  one  million  of  dollars.  It  has  also,  in 
other  ways,  taken  it  under  its  patronage,  in  a  manner  more  ample  and  de- 
cided than  it  has  hitherto  done  any  other  such  public  work.  But  that  body 
observed,  in  this  instance,  its  habitual  caution  when  about  to  make  grants 
from  the  national  Treasury.  Before  it  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  make,  on  the  nation's  behalf,  the  above  subscription,  it  caused  the  whole 
line  of  (lie  proposed  canal  to  be  minutely  surveyed  by  the  engineers  of  the 
nation.  Their  report,  made  in  great  length  at  1826,  demonstrated  the 
practicability  of  the  route  so  as  to  place  beyond  doubt  the  safety  of  the 
undertaking.    It  demonstrated,  by  facts,  and  deductions  not  less  irresistiblei 


[  277  ]  20 

its  advantages  to  the  nation.  Access  may  be  had  to  this  report,  as  well  as 
to  all  the  other  official  docunients  bearing  in  any  way  upon  the  subject  It 
is  remarkable  that  the  line  marked  out  by  the  report  of  the  en^neers  is  the 
same  which  had  been  indicated  by  General  Washington,  as  the  true  one, 
as  far  back  as  the  period  stated. 

Besides  its  own  subscription,  adopted  with  so  much  deliberation,  Con- 
gresET authorized  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  towns  of  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria  to  subscribe  to  this  canal.  The  towns  accordin^y  did  sub- 
scribe (or  rather  they  had  subscribed,  the  law  ^iviii^  validity  to  their 
subscriptions)  in  the  following  proportions,  viz :  Washmgton,  one  million 
of  dollars ;  and  the  two  others,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
each.  Congress,  also,  by  the  same  law,  viz :  a  law  of  May  24,  182B, 
authorized  them  to  borrow  money  to  meet  their  subscriptions.  It  is,  there- 
fore, under  the  full  and  declared  sanction  of  Congress  that  these  towns 
desire  to  borrow.  They  are  under  the  peculiar  care  as  well  as  exclusive 
le^l  and  political  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  Their  prosperity  is  bound  np 
with  that  of  the  nation,  and  dear  to  the  nation.  This,  as  regards  Wash- 
ington, is  not  only  the  case  on  political  and  national  grounds,  but  it  is 
directly  so  on  a  ground  of  mere  pecuniary  interest,  from  the  fact  that  tne 
nation  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  part  of  the  real  estate  in  this  town,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  national  buildings  that  have  been  erected  there.  It  is  the 
chosen  and  permanent  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  nation  ;  its  infant, 
but  cherished  metropolis.  With  Congress  as  their  directing  and  control- 
ling l^islative  body,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  their  local 
as  wellas  national  chief  magistrate,  all  three  of  these  towns  feel  the  value 
and  dignity  of  the  protection  under  which  they  are  placed.  The  very 
nature  of  their  dependance  exalts  the  justice  as  well  as  the  kindly  attri- 
butes of  this  protection.  They  feel  that  they  are  little  likely  to  bd  neg- 
lected in  their  interests,  and  still  less  to  be  suffered  to  fall,  when  such  a 
hand  supports  them,  (in  the  sudden  calamity  of  a  fire  happening  three 
years  ago  in  Alexandria,  an  appropriation  of  money  was  immediately  made 
from  the  Treasury,  as  a  donation  to  those  whose  property  had  perished  ia 
the  flames — an  application  of  the  national  funds  never  made  by  Congress 
for  such  a  purpose  before  or  since,  in  behalf  of  any  town  in  the  vnm 
out  of  this  District,  which  is  thus  nourished  by  Congress  with  a  generous 
bounty  as  well  as  by  legal  and  official  patrona^.  As  bearing  upon  the 
authority  conferred  upon  these  towns  from  so  high  a  source  to  borrow, 
they  know,  especially,  how  scrupulous  has  ever  b^u  (he  fifood  faith  of  the 
National  Government  of  the  United  States,  whenever  it  has  been  in  the 
slightest  manner  trusted  to.  The  very  act  of  authorizing  them  to  borrow 
justifies  the  inference  that  Congress  believed  in  their  competence  to  pav; 
and  the  sum  which  they  desire  to  borrow  was  full  within  the  view  of  UN 
Executive  Government  of  the  Union,  as  will  in  a  few  moments  be  seen, 
when  it  lent  its  instrumentality  in  aid  of  the  efforts  which  they  are  then- 
selves  making  to  obtain  it. 

But  the  reliance  springing  from  these  considerationSi  although  of  an 
order  too  commanding  to  be  passed  over,  is  far  from  being  that  alooe  to 
which  the  lender  has  to  look.  Congress  has  provided  for  him  a  qiecifie 
and  full  security.  This  has  been  done  by  the  same  law  of  Hay  24, 1888, 
already  mentioned.  By  this  law,  certificates  of  stock  are  to  be  issoed  by 
the  proper  authorities  of  the  towns  for  the  sums  which  they  may  borrow, 
lists  of  these  certificates  are  to  be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  ci  the 
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Treasury  of  the  United  States  A  copy  of  whatever  contract  or  f^reement 
the  towns  may  enter  into  for  a  loan  is  also  to  be  deposited  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  object  of  such  deposite  is,  that  this  officer  (the 
officer  at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  the  nation)  may  be  accurately  informed 
of  the  sums  due  to  the  lender.  Possessed  of  this  knowledge,  it  is  made  his 
duty,  should  the  towns  neglect  to  pay  voluntarily,  to  cause  to  be  collected 
ftnd  paid  into  the  public  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  lender,  whatever  sums 
ftre  Que  to  him,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  taxes  that  are  to  be  laid  for  that 
purpose.  The  law  contains  a  further  and  remarkable  feature  illustrative 
of  the  determination  of  Congress  to  throw  its  shield,  in  a  manner  the  most 
complete,  over  the  lender.  It  is  this :  that  the  towns  must  pay  into  the 
Treasury  all  sums  due  on  the  loan,  interest  and  principal,  ninety  doffS  in 
ndvance.  If  this  be  not  done,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  the  money  to  be  raised,  by  directing  a  levy  upon  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  situated  within  the  town  or  towns  so  neglecting 
to  pay  in  advance.  Thus,  not  only  is  payment  by  the  towns  provided  for 
by  compulsory  process  of  law,  but  payment  beforehand,  and  into  the  Na- 
tional Treasury  itself,  so  that  the  lender  may  be  at  no  risk  of  disappoiat- 
inent  in  receiving  his  dividends  ox\  the  very  day  when  they  fall  due.  And 
this  compulsory  process  is  to  be  under  the  direction,  not  of  any  merely 
subordinate  functionary  of  the  law,  not  of  any  inferior  corporate  or  muni- 
cipal officer  ;  but  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  The  obligation  to 
levy  the  money  in  advance,  is  one  from  which  the  President  can  be  dis- 
pensed only  on  his  own  belief,  resting  on  grounds  entirely  satisfactory  to 
his  judgment,  that  the  towns  are  proceeding  of  their  own  accord  to  raise 
the  money;  and  that  they  will  have  it  ready  at  the  proper  time.  In  case 
it  be  not  ready  at  the  proper  time,  the  President  cannot  be  dispensed  at  all 
from  proceeding  with  the  levy  as  described. 

These  are  the  main  provisions  of  the  law  in  question.  For  the  details 
which  it  comprehends,  and  they  are  ample  and  elective,  the  law  itself 
can  be  consulted.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  when  the  circumstances  that 
belong  to  the  character  and  history  of  this  law  are  kept  in  mind,  how  a 
better' security  could  be  provided  for  the  lender,  or  how  he  could  desire 
a  better.  Let  him  pause.  Let  him  see  what  are  the  real  facts.  Without 
regard  to  forms,  let  him  weigh  the  substance.  These  are  the  maxims  for 
men  of  business.  Forgetting  prepossessions,  should  he  have  any,  let 
him  iook  closely  at  the  matter,  and  reason  rigorously.  Let  him  stand 
upon  his  wariness.  Let  him  curry  scrutiny  into  his  interrogatories,  and 
keenness  into  his  objections,  and  see  if  his  judgment  can  after  all,  refuse  ab- 
sent. 

Here  is  a  specific  fund,  pledged  and  set  apart  for  him  by  this  law.  It 
consists  of  real  and  personal  estate,  within  the  metropolis  of  the  nation  and 
the  two  other  towns  of  the  said  District.  This  estate  is  subjected  to  taxa- 
tion, in  full  and  ad(?quate  amount,  to  pay  his  debt.  The  Government 
OP  THE  United  States  is  the  superintending  power  bound  to  watch 
over  hi«  rights  and  interests;  to  sec  that  he  is  paid,  and  paid  punctually. 
The  security  of  the  debt  is  made,  by  an  unusual  strength  of  precaution, 
independent  of  the  will  of  those  who  have  to  pay  it.  Their  estates  are 
placed  by  a  deed  irrevocable  (for  such  is  the  true  atjd  absolute  nature  of 
this  law),  into  the  hands  of  a  trustee  for  that  object.  That  trustee  is  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  The  punctual  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  tlie  faithful  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  stand  upon  a  clear  and 
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high  ground  of  national  faith.  Substantially,  the  funded  debt  proper  rf 
the  United  States  stands  upon  no  higher.  The  only  effective  reliance  ot 
the  latter,  apart  from  the  moral  obligation  of  the  nation,  is  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage.  In  like  manner,  the  debt  of 
these  towns  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  property,  real  and  personal,  to  be  found 
within  them ;  which,  for  this  purpose,  is  placed  under  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  Government  of  the  Union.  And,  surely,  the  moral  obliga- 
tion of  the  Government  thus  to  enforce  payment  upon  the  towns,  is  nol 
I^s  binding  than  it  is  to  see  that  the  funded  debt  is  paid.  The  very  events 
Ihat  may  cut  off  the  revenue  from  imports  and  tonnage,  by  suspending  or 
depressing  the  operations  of  foreign  commerce,  would  be  apt  to  enhance 
rather  than  lower  the  value  of  real  estate  in  the  towns;  and  thus  expose  to 
less  risk  the  security  depending  upon  it.  Such,  at  any  rate,  has  been  the 
past  experience  of  events  of  this  character. 

If  it  be  asked  why  Congress  has  not  at  once  issued  its  certificates  as 
upon  the  footing  of  the  national  or  funded  debt,  for  this  loan,  the  replies 
are  as  obvious  as  they  are  deemed  to  be  satisfactory.  First,  Congress  evi- 
dently supposed  that  it  was  providing  a  security  sufficiently  ample  without 
issuing  its  certificates;  a  security  differing  in  form,  but  not  inferior  in  ef- 
fect to  that  on  which  rests  the  funded  debt.  Congress  did  not  suppose  that 
it  was  legislating  to  no  purpose  when  it  passed  the  law  of  the  24th  of  Mayr 
1828 ;  slill  less  that  it  was  merely  deluding  the  lender.  As  little  can  ii  be 
supposed  that  the  law  was  itjtended  to  be  of  no  value  to  the  towns;  or  oot 
to  give  them  full  credit  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  it  ought  not  lightly  to  be 
imagined  of  so  grave  a  body  that  it  would  spend  its  time  in  purporting  to 
provide,  with  elaborate  care,  a  security  for  whomsoever  might  advance  their 
money  to  the  towns,  which,  after  all,  wa:i  to  be  no  security  ;  that  it  would 
multiply  guards  and  precautions  that  were  to  l)e  of  no  avail ;  devolve  du- 
ties upon  the  highest  financial  officer  of  the  nation,  even  upon  the  Presi- 
dent, that  were  to  exist  only  in  name,  and  prove  both  to  the  towns  and  to 
the  lender  a  nullity.  Such  has  not  been  the  character  of  the  national  legis- 
lation of  the  United  States,  and  a  confidence  is  felt  that  no  such  purpose 
will  be  imputed  to  it  in  the  present  instance.  Yet  it  will  be  difficult  to  escape 
from  these  unnatural  inferences,  unless  we  suppose  the  present  security 
to  be  perfectly  good. 

Another  reply  is,  that  the  money  which  the  towns  desire  to  borrow,  and 
which  Congress  desires  that  they  should  borrow,  is  to  be  applied  to  a  pub- 
lic work  that  does  not  belong  to  the  nation  exclusively.  The  loan  cannol, 
therefore,  be  the  object  of  national  certificates.  But  Congress  bad  the  pow- 
er, and  exercised  it,  of  establishing  the  loan  upon  a  ground  of  equally  valid 
security.  For  the  debt  which  the  loan  will  create,  the  towns  must,  in  forio, 
issue  their  own  certificates.  The  debt,  however,  will  have  been  created  bf 
the  express  authority  of  Congress,  and  for  an  object  confessedly  and  large- 
ly national^  although  to  the  towns  it  is  also  local.  Congress  has  an  inter- 
est in  the  creation  of  the  debt  by  the  towns ;  because  the  nation  is  a  co- 
partner, the  efficient  and  powerful  copartner,  with  the  towns,  in  the  under- 
taking towards  which  the  money  is  to  be  applied.  Hence  the  assurance  so 
carefully  stamped  upon  the  whole  frame  and  spirit  of  the  law,  that  good 
faith  will  be  kept  with  the  lender.  Although  the  towns  are  to  issue  the 
certificates,  yet  such  is  the  sanctity  with  which  Congress  has  invested  Ibese 
authentic  evidences  of  the  debt,  that  to  forge  them,  or  any  transfer  of  iheav 
or  any  power  of  attorney  purporting  to  authorize  a  transfer,  is  made  as 
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lighly  penal  as  if  they  were  the  certificates  of  the  funded  debt  proper  of 
be  nation. 
Thirdly,  it  would  have  been  a  departure  from  its  usual  course,  had  Con- 
ress  issued  its  own  certificates  for  this  debt ;  and  without  any  pood  motive 
>r  the  departure,  but  the  contrary.  The  national  Government  has  lent  its 
id  heretofore  to  enterprises  of  this  nature,  but  has  always  deemed  it  best 

>  leave  to  private  hands  the  chief  direction.  It  well  knows  that,  under 
ubiic  patronage  alone,  public  works  are  not  so  likely  to  be  constructed 
rith  full  economy  and  advantage,  as  if  private  interest  be  superadded— the 
itter  being  a  valuable  stimulant  to  fidelity  and  exertion.  So,  on  this  occa- 
ioD,  although  the  subscription  of  Congress  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
anal  has  b^n  far  greater  than  to  any  similar  work ;  and  although  it  has 
\ever  before  passed  a  law  for  the  security  of  those  who  miffht  lend  their 
noney  towards  the  prosecution  of  a  public  work  of  any  description  in  the 
United  Slates,  it  has,  nevertheless,  adhered  to  the  principle  of  its  policy. 
t  has  left  to  the  towns  themselves  the  duty  of  repaying  the  sums  they  may 
orrow:  coming  in  with  its  own  authority  only  upon  the  contingency  of 
[leir  default.  Had  Congress  issued  its  own  certificates  for  the  debt,  or  ta* 
en  it  apon  itself  in  any  other  form  of  simple  guarantee,  it  is  manifest  that 
:  would  have  withdrawn  from  the  towns  an  operative  motive  for  paying  it 
liemselves.  This  is* what  Congress  did  not  mean  to  do,  but  to  avoid.  It 
Qeant  that  the  towns  should  pay,  knowing  that  they  were  able  to  pay ;  and 
i  meant,  by  this  powerful  and  constraining  law,  to  make  it  their  interest  to 
Ay  of  tlieir  own  accord,  and  to  pay  in  good  time ;  rather  than  let  their 
iroperty  be  sold  under  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  very  penalty  suspended  over  them  will  become  the  surest  pledge  of 
heir  punctuality.  The  certainty  that  the  law  will  be  enforced,  will  prove 
he  best  means  of  preventing  the  necessity  of  enforcing  it.  Thus  the  lend- 
r  cannot  fail  to  be  paid ;  while  the  towns  will  be  made  to  stand  upon 
heir  honor,  no  less  than  their  interest,  in  seeing  that  he  is  paid  in  the  way 
Qost  acceptable  to  himself,  and  least  burdensonie  to  them.  By  this  course, 
leliberately  adopted,  Congress  has,  with  true  wisdom,  made  these  feelings 
n  the  towns  the  efficient  allies  of  the  public  patronage,  and  obtained  a 
noral  bond  in  favor  of  the  lender. 

But  notwithstanding  the  binding  enactments  of  this  law  of  the  24th  of 
day,  1828,  it  may  be  asked  whether  these  towns  have,  in  point  of  fact^ 
he  ability  to  pay  the  interest  upon  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  re- 
Miy  the  principal.  It  may  be  said  that  their  just  intentions  will  be  admitted ; 
>ut  will  they  be  able  to  fulfil  them?  This  is  the  great  question :  here  lies 
he  stress.  A  further  question  arises — collateral,  indeed,  but  too  important 
0  be  kept  out  of  sight — Will  they  be  able  so  to  pay  with  reasonable  con veni- 
ttce  ?  for  if  the  money  is  to  be  forced  from  them  only  by  the  extremity  of 
pressure,  discontent  may  be  the  first  consequence,  and,  ultimately,  even  re- 
astanee. 

Caution,  going,  to  its  utmost  length,  may  propound  these  questions;  but 
hey  would  seem  to  be  superfluous,  considering  the  true  nature  and  only  ob- 
ects  of  the  law,  if  the  precedinir  view  of  it  has  not  totally  misconceived 
loth ;  that  is  superfluous  with  (hose  who  may  think  the  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ed  Slates  good.  Moreover,  what  has  already  actually  been  done  under 
his  law,  as  before  hinted,  by  the  executive  Government  of  the  United  States, 

>  say  nothing  of  what  Congress  has  done,  mijfht  be  deemed  a  decisive  an- 
wer  to  the  questions,  without  offering  any  other.     The  late  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasury,*  under  President  Adams,  addressed,  in  November,  1823,  a  let- 
ter  to  an  eminent  house  in  London,  making  some  inquiry  on  behalt  ot  the 
towns,  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  probable  that  this  precise  sum  of 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  might  be  borrowed  by  them,  upon  thefaiik 
of  (he  very  law  in  question.  The  present  Ser.retary,  under  Presideut 
Jackson,  also  addressed,  in  April,  1829,  a  letter  to  the  same  bouse,  in  whicb, 
speaking  of  the  security  under  this  law,  he  says,  that  "  vert/  plenary  pow- 
ers" are  vested  by  it  in  the  President "  to  enforce  payment  of  the  ttixes  neces- 
sary  to  fulfil  in  good  faith  any  engagement  made  in  pursuance  thereof? 
The  present  Secretary  goes  on  to  state,  that  although  it  was  true,  that  oo 
other  revenues  than  those  provided  under  that  law  were  considered  to  be 
pledged  for  the  performance  of  such  engagement,  yet  that  it  might  ^^  be  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  Government  would  take  care  to  fulfil  Us  just  and 
proper  duties  under  the  law,  should  circumstances  arise  to'  make  it  ncoe** 
sary.^ 

Now,  it  will  be  recollected  that  these  three  towns,  contradistinguisbed 
from  the  towns  in  any  of  the  individual  States  of  the  American  Union,  are 
under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  and  eye  of  the  national  Government ;  that 
they  form  its  very  seat  and  homestead,  and  that  its  officers  permanently  re* 
side  there.  These  officers  ought  not  to  be  presumed  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
size,  population,  and  fiscal  capabilities  of  the  towns/  Returns  from  them 
are  upon  the  archives  of  the  Treasury  Department;  their  proper  place,  is 
they  owe  no  returns  or  responsibility  to  any  of  the  individual  States,  but 
only  to  the  nation.  It  is  seen,  then,  that  two  successive  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  under  two  successive  administrations,  have  written  such  letten 
as  the  above ;  and,  what  is  still  more  fit  to  be  remarked,  written  them  tot 
foreign  house.  Why,  the  bare  inquiry  made  in  the  first,  still  more  the  de- 
clarations contained  in  the  second,  were  but  calculated  to  mislead,  utiles 
the  administration  in  each  case  believf^d  the  towns  able  to  pay  this  sum  of 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  for  it  was  the  very  sum  which  was  the  sob- 
ject  of  their  letters.  There  was  no  other  or  smaller  sum  mentioned,  or 
thought  of.  Had  they  not  believed  the  towns  able  to  pay  it,  it  would  bavt 
been  the  unequivocal  duty  of  each  Secretary,  far  from  writing  as  hasbeea 
seen,  had  either  written  at  all,  to  have  put  the  house  upon  its  guard,  tt 
have  said,  "  1  warn  you  of  your  danger ;  be  careful  how  you  lend  such  a  rom 
to  these  towns  ;  they  are  about  to  go  beyond  their  means  ;  the  law  of  Miff 
1828,  although  it  provided  a  security,  indeed,  never  contemplated  ihe  Ur 
rowing  of  so  large  a  sum;  and  if  you  do  lend,  it  will  be  at  your  own  risL' 
This  is  the  language  that  ouglit  to  have  been  held,  and  that  would  haft 
been  held,  by  the  organs  of  a  Government,  the  good  faith  of  which  isool 
to  be  inipeached.  The  design  of  maintaining  a  deceptive  silence  on  thii 
vital  point,  will  scarcely  be  laid  to  their  charge;  and,  as  little  ought  iheyle 
be  suspected  of  misleading  others  through  the  want  of  tliat  iiiformaiioi 
which  their  stations  implied  the  duty  and  furnished  the  opportuniliei rf 
their  being  in  possession  of,  as  of  any  purpose  to  mislead. 

Connected  with  these  acts  of  the  executive  Government,  it  must  not  bi 
forgotten  how  entire  must  have  been  tlie  reliance  of  Congress  upon  the  good 
faith  and  prudence  of  the  towns,  when  it  clothed  them  with  power  to  bor 
row,  that  the  power  would  not  he  abused.  Nor  must  it  he  forgolieD  tbil 
the  towns  had  actually  subscribed  this  sum  of  a  million  aud  a  half  of  dc*- 
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irs  when  (he  law  passed ;  the  law  declaring  that  as  wHI  the  subscription 
Iready  made  (which  was  the  sum  in  question)  should  be  valid  and  binding 
n  the  towns  as  any  they  might  make  afterward.  It  is  as  material  to  make 
nown  that  a  whole  session  of  Congress  has  been  held  since  the  towns  de- 
Tonined  to  borrow  the  sum  under  discussion,  and  since  the  first  Secretary 
r  the  Treasury  wrote,  on  their  express  behalf,  the  letter  of  inquiry  that  has 
»en  stated.  Now  Congress  would  indubitably  have  interposed  its  control- 
Dg  authority  to  revoke  as  well  their  stubscription  as  their  determination  to 
orrow,  had  it  supposed  the  sum  too  large;  and  indubitably  Congress  also 
as  thus  lent  its  tacit  but  no  fess  full  and  solemn  sanction  to  that  determi- 
ation.  Had  it  been  a  rash  or  unwarrantable  determination,  to  have  can- 
slled  it  would  have  been  an  imperious  duty,  from  which  the  justice  of  Con* 
Teas  could  not  have  been  discliarged.  These  towns  are  as  children,  foster- 
d  by  its  kindness  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  amenable  to  its  control. 
Nothing  therefore  is  more  cle^r,  than  that  if  thoy  have  transcended  their 
neans,  both  branches  of  the  Government  of  the  Union,  legislative  and  ez- 
cutive,  have  made  themselves  parties,  not  indeed  to  intentional  deceptions, 
»ut  at  least  to  errors  and  omissions  so  extraordinary,  as  to  have  incurred  a 
rrave  responsibility  to  the  lender.  But  there  is  not  the  slightest  ground 
m  which  to  rest  the  imputation  of  errors  and  omissions  that  would,  truly, 
lave  been  so  extraordinary  and  unaccountable;  so  utterly  at  war  with  ev- 
sry  idea  of  public  vigilance  and  care.  On  the  contrary,  this  combined  sane- 
ion  simultaneously  flowing  in  the  different  ways  that  have  been  shown 
rom  the  supreme  legislative  powi^r,  and  executive  functionaries  of  the 
and,  ought  to  put  the  mind  at  rest  as  to  the  perfect  competence  of  the  towns 
4)  fulfil  the  engagements  which  they  desire  to  contract.  It  is  calculated  to 
produce  as  high  a  moral  conviction  as  the  mind  can  feel. 

But  the  question  of  their  ability  to  pay,  shall  not  be  left  here.  Conclu- 
nve  as  may  seem  the  foregoingf  considerations,  the  task  of  establishing  the 
Mnt  shall  be  more  fully  performed.  The  scrutiny  shall  take  place  on 
xher  grounds.  The  visible  shall  be  added  to  the  moral  proof.  Figures 
fcnd  facts  shall  complete  the  demonstration. 

The  city  of  Washington  is  co  nputed  to  contain  a  population  of  eighteen 
^  twenty  thousand  persons.  Let  eighteen  thousand  be  taken  as  the  num- 
:>er.  The  population  of  Georgetown  is  computed  at  between  seven  and 
^ight  thousand,  and  that  of  Alexandria  at  between  eight  and  nine  thousand. 
L^et  Washington  be  selected  as  the  subject  of  our  calculations.  It  is  be- 
ieved  that  the  present  taxation  to  which  this  town  is  subject,  amounts  to 
rkom  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars  a  year.  A  debt  of  a  million  of  dollars, 
supposing  that  it  was  contracted  at  the  highest  rate  of  interest  that  the  law 
allows,  viz:  six  percent.,  would  create,  if  no  other  resources  existed  for 
Frying  the  interest,  a  necessity  for  raising,  by  additional  taxation,  sixty 
Jl*iousand  dollars.  This  would  make  in  the  whole,  from  ninety  to  one 
■^tiodred  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  be  raised  by  taxation.  Let  it  be  said 
[•••  hundred  thousand.  The  question  that  presents  itself  is,  whether  this 
|*«n  amount  of  taxation  too  great  for  this  population  of  eighteen  thousand 
^bear;  to  bear  with  ease,  and  to  bear  without  murmuring. 

'i'he  question  must  be  answered  by  fair  reasoning  upon  analogous  facts. 
j^r  will  any  elaborate  statistical  researches  become  necessary.  A  few  sim- 
*'^  statements  are  all  that  need  be  given.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars 
Pponioned  among  a  population  of  eighteen  thousand,  will  give  less  than 
^^  dollars  to  each  person.    Let  us  take  full  six  as  the  sum.    The  taxes 
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raised  in  England,  apportioned  in  this  way,  throw  about  twelve  dollars 
upon  each  person.    This  does  not  include  the  poor  rates,  nor  various  other 
parish  taxes,  nor  tithes.     In  Holland,  the  amount  so  thrown  upon  each  per- 
son, is  about  nine  dollars.     In  France  it  is  lower  than  in  Holland,  and 
amounts  to  about  seven  dollars.     It  belongs  essentially  to  the  calculation  to 
remark,  that  while  this  is  the  rough  average  as  applied  to  the  whole  coan- 
try  at  large  in  each  of  the  cases,  and  rather  a  low  average,  a  town  popala- 
tion  almost  universally  pays  more  in  taxes,  sometimes  greatly  more,  id  pio> 
portion  to  its  numbers,  and  is  able  to  pay  more,  than  a  rural  population ;  b- 
cause  transfers  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  consumption,  are  proportiooablf 
far  greater  in  towns  than  in  the  country,  and  because  more  money  cirti- 
lates  in  them.    It  is  believed  that  there  are  towns  in  the  individual  Stafei 
of  the  American  Union  in  which,  when  the  State  taxes  come  to  beadtU 
to  the  county  and  municipal  taxes  of  all  kinds,  the  aggregate  will  be  foud 
to  be  more  tiian  six  dollars  to  each  inhabitant,  aside  from  the  indirect  tui- 
tion which  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  sustains,  in  a  greater  orlei 
degree,  as  his  share  of  the  impost.     The  averagfe  amount  per  head,  tMBf 
the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States  from  one  end  to  the  other,  is,tolK 
sure,  much  below  this  sum ;  less,  probably,  than  one  half  of  it.     The  impoi 
is  the  only  United  States  tax  at  present  existing;  that  is,  the  Grenernl  Gof' 
ernment  of  the  Union  imposes  no  direct  tax  or  duty  of  excise,  or  any  oibff 
tax  or  duty  of  any  kind  at  the  present  period.     It  follows  that  WashiiKlol 
has  no  such  taxes  to  pay ;  nor  is  the  town  subject  to  taxes  of  any  desoj^ 
tion,  imposed  by  any  of  the  individual  States.    It  has,  in  short,  nothinifW 
its  own  mere  local  taxes  to  pay.     Although  containing  no  pers4)ns  ot  lii|p 
capital,  this  town  is  not  wanting  in  persons  of  moderate  property,  aol ' 
contains  a  great  many  families  whose  incomes  are  certain,  because  deriirf 
from  the  Government.     These  incomes,  though  separately  small,  are  i< 
inconsiderable  in  the  as^gregate.     The  annual  expenditure  of  the  Natioid 
Government,  within  the  Districi  of  Columbia,  is  computed  at  notle** 
all  accounts,  than  a  million  of  dollars.     The  chief  expenditure  fortheciw 
list  is  there  ;  the  foreign  ministers,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Governmert* 
the  United  States,  reside  there ;  and  within  its  limits  are  a  navjil  arsrti 
and  building  yard,  with  barracks  for  the  marine  corps,  and  varioos  olltf 
public  establishments  and  edifices,  such  as  never  fail  to  grow  up  inthel^ 
cinity  of  a  government.    Of  the  money  expended  on  all  these  accouift' 
full  proportion  is  diffused  throusrhout  all  classes  of  the  population  of  W^ 
ington.     It  may,  therefore,  be  safely  said  of  this  town,  that  it  is  as  well* 
to  bear  the  amount  of  taxation  assumed,  and  to  bear  it  with  full  conveoiM 
as  towns  generally  of  the  same  size.     The  very  character  of  its  popaWi*  -^ : 
while  it  leads  to  less  accumulation  of  capital  in  individual  hands  thai  i 
seen  in  commercial  cities,  renders  it  less  liable  to  the  total  vicissitude! ij  '  ^ 
bankruptcies  that  sometimes  visit  portions  of  the  inhabitants  of  sncbciaB 
That  it  would  bear  the  increased  taxation  with  cheerfulness,  althiNi|tkl  ^^ 
would  form  a  large  addition  to  the  present  amount,  may  be  affirmed  ••  t^ 
equal  safety;  for  it  will  have  been  imposed,  not  arbitrarily,  or  for oppif  --' 
sive  or  useless  ends,  but  at  the  spontaneous  and  earnest  desire  of  tbc'^  *-  ' 
habitants  themselves,  who  seek  through  it  benefits  which,  in  their  ]■♦  r^ 
ments,  are  clear  and  demonstrable.    The  town,  in  making  its  «ib«ripOj  ^  *' 
to  the  canal,  did  it  with  a  zeal  and  unanimity  resulting  from  an  intcMi^j*  r-: 
conviction  of  the  great  importance  of  the  work  to  the  best  interestf  of  •  ^  - 
town ;  and  with  a  well  understood  foreknowledge  of  the  increased  arooi» 
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f  taxation  to  which  the  measure  would  give  rise.  Already  have  prepara- 
yty  steps  been  taken  by  all  the  towns  to  meet  these  new  pecuniary  obli- 
atioDS  that  will  be  devolved  upon  them. 

So  far  as  to  the  ability  of  Washington  to  pay  punctually  the  interest  upon 
ie  proi)OScd  loan  of  a  million  of  dollars.  Unless  facts  hitherto  applicable 
1  similar  cases  are  to  be  overlooked,  this  ability  is  not  to  be  denied,  and 
eed  not  be  enlarged  upon. 

Next  as  to  the  repayment  of  the  principal.  The  present  assessed  value 
f  leal  estate  within  this  town  exceeds  tive  millions  of  dollars.  Thisassess- 
leni  is  believed  to  be  low,  and  personal  property  is  not  included  in  it.  Nor 
oes  it,  of  course,  include  the  real  estate  of  the  nation  situated  in  the  town, 
rhich  is  not  liable  to  taxation.  The  public  edifices  of  the  nation  which 
je  there,  some  of  which  are  upon  a  very  lar^  scale,  have  also  been  ex- 
remeiy  costly ;  the  Capitol,  of  itself,  or  building  in  which  both  Houses  of 
jOUfvess  assemble,  having  cost,  it  is  believed,  in  the  whole,  more  than  two 
nillions  of  dollars.  Hence,  having  regard  iiierely  to  the  above  assessment, 
IS  both  the  personal  and  real  property  of  all  private  individuals  within  the 
own  will  be  bound  for  the  debt,  principal  as  well  as  interest,  and  may  be 
svied  upon  under  the  law  of  24th  of  May,  1828,  to  make  the  debt  in  all 
ptitfr  {rood,  it  is  plain,  that  the  compulsion  of  the  law  being  resorted  to,  the 
principal  might,  even  at  this  day,  be  raised ;  and  doubtless  would  be  raised  by 
Bompulsion,  no  matter  at  what  inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants,  if  good  faith 
required  it.  For,  as  has  already  been  seen,  repayment  is  not  made  to  depend 
■poQ  the  convenience  or  the  will  of  the  inhabitants.  A  higher  power,  the 
Bovernment  of  the  nation,  is  the  sentinel  over  them ;  the  efficient  and  as- 
■red  guardian  of  the  creditor's  rights.  It  is  to  this  power,  not  to  the  city 
if  Washington,  upright  as  are  believed  to  be  its  intentions  and  perfect  its 
■kility,  that  the  execution  of  the  law  is  confided  ;  and,  as  the  officer  now  at 
|k  head  of  the  Treasury  has  said,  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  the 
liw  will  be  executed  if  necessary;  in  other  words,  if  the  town  does  not 

Bf  voluntarily.  If,  contrary  to  all  probability,  after  what  has  been  stated, 
execution  should  threaten  to  press  so  sorely  upon  the  town  as  to  startle 
Ihe  hunonnity  of  the  Government,  there  is  one  way,  and  only  one,  in  which 
il  might  be  absolved  from  its  imperative  duty  of  going  on.  That  would 
h^^lopaythe  debt  itself.  It  is  impossible  that  the  Government  could 
Boswer  to  the  creditor  in  any  other  way  ;  truly  impossible. 

All  this,  however,  is  exhibiting  the  very  worst  aspect  of  the  subject  for 
iTishington,  in  pursuing  the  topic  in  hand.  Other  and  more  reasonable 
^ws  naturally  offer  themselves.  It  is  not  contemplated  that  the  principal 
Bf  the  proposed  loan  should  be  immediately  repaid  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
RhaCit  should  run  on  to  a  period  of  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  years.  Prob- 
MUy,  also,  there  would  be  some  arrangement  for  reimbursing  it  gradually. 
sllie  town  is  increasing  fast  in  population  and  in  business.  Every  year  it 
jlliiarked  by  the  erection  of  new  dwelling  houses  and  other  indications  of 
IHhiiantial  improvement.  Within  the  last  fifteen  years  it  has  fully  doubled 
9k population.  There  is  no  just  ground  for  supposing  that  its  future  in- 
IBBBise  will  not  equal  the  past ;  while  it  will  be  advancing  henceforth  upon 
M8  broader  basis  of  nunibers  and  prosperity  which  it  has  now  acquired.  It 
iP believed  that  no  town  in  the  United  States  south  of  Baltimore,  has  risen 
Jf  fi»t  as  Washington  within  the  number  of  years  just  stated.  When, 
■^refore,  the  time  for  repaying  the  principal  of  this  debt  arrives,  it  may 
■•■aoiiably  be  inferred  that  the"  town  will  have  reached  a  Vi\^a^x  ^vdX  A 
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ability  for  repaying  it  conveniently,  supposing  that  the  whole  sam  shouli 
be  paid  in  gross.  This  helief  is  due  in  common  justice  to  the  town,  i 
it  has  gained  its  present  size  by  annual  and  steady  growth  since  the  fin 
year  of  its  foundation,  it  ought  not  to  be  assumed  that  it  will  suddenly  ski 

What  has  been  said  of  the  ability  of  Washington  to  pay,  will  apply  wil 
equal,  if  not  greater,  force  to  Alexandria  and  Georgetown.  The  proa 
assessed  value  of  property  in  the  former  town,  amounts  to  more  than  \m 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  in  the  latter,  to  more  than  two  milliBi 
and  a  half  also.  Consequently,  the  sum  which  these  two  towns  desire! 
borrow,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  each,  bears  a  less  propoitii 
to  their  assessments  than  the  sum  desired  by  Washington,  as  wellas  tolU 
population.  The  assessment  of  the  entire  District  of  Columbia  is  fite 
millions  of  dollars ;  which  is  also  considered  low.  Georgetown  standi  tf 
the  head  of  ship  navigation  on  the  Potomac.  It  is  extremely  well  situfei 
for  home  trade,  and  maintains  foreign  commerce.  Alexandria  does  the  Mi 

The  question  of  the  ability  of  the  towns  to  pay,  has,  in  the  precedif 
remarks,  been  considered  on  the  footing  of  their  positive  existing  abilil|( 
should  things  go  on  upon  their  present  basis,  without  the  addition  of  til 
canal.  The  necessary  prudence  of  a  capitalist  inclined  to  lend  mooRfll 
them,  would  call,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  demonstration  of  thisfootufi 
and  it  is  conceived  to  have  been  afforded.  That  the  fortunes  of  the  tom 
must  advance  in  all  ways,  when  the  canal  is  made,  may,  without  any  k* 
ard,  be  asserted ;  and  that  it  will  be  made,  is  as  confidently  believed 
subscription  of  a  million  of  dollars  towards  it  by  the  Congress  of  the 
ought  to  go  far  in  confirming  this  helief  It  imports  the  conviction 
high  body  that  the  work  would  succeed;  since  a  contrary  sup| 
would  lay  it  open  to  the  imputation  of  misapplying  the  public  funds. 
State  of  Maryland,  by  its  legislature,  has  also  subscribed  towards  it 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS,  a  largc  part  of  the  line  of  the  cimal 
through  the  territory  of  that  State.  More  than  six  hundrkd  th( 
DOLLARS  have  already  been  subscribed  by  private  citizens,  whose  sal 
tions,  it  may  be  added,  have  been  paid  with  great  punctuality.  The 
their  names  may  be  seen  if  desired;  and  will  be  found,  by  those  who 
seek  any  knowledge  of  them,  to  embrace  the  intelligence  and  respccf 
of  that  quarter  of  the  community;  men  of  prudent  lives,  and  hcile 
embark  their  means  or  their  reputation  in  ill-consid»'red  projects.  Th 
facts  aflfording  a  good  guarantee  for  the  wisdom  of  the  plan,  and  an 
aging  omen  of  its  success.  The  line  of  the  canal  is  divided  into 
sections,  termed  the  eastern,  the  middle,  and  the  western.  The 
section  commences  at  Wasliington,  and  extends  to  Cumberland, 
State  of  Maryland,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eishty-five  milei, 
it  reaches  a  country  remarkable  for  coal  mines,  yielding  that  fuel 
utmost  abundance,  of  the  best  quality,  and  in  the  easiest  way,  froa 
sides  of  hills,  instead  of  from  a  depth  below  the  surface.  The  middle^ 
tion,  which,  although  the  shortest,  will  probably  l;e  the  most  dif  ' 
construct,  comprehends  a  distance  of  seventy  miles,  and  the  western 
of  eighty  five  miles.  This  last  section  terminates  at  Pittsburg,  in  the 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  canal  will  fall  into  the  river  Ohio,  whaie 
flow  into  the  Mississippi ;  the  tatter,  in  its  turn,  falling  into  the  j 
Mexico  and  the  ocean.  The  whole  line  of  the  canal  will  be  three  hi 
and  forty  one  miles.  Bur,  in  the  charier  of  incorporation,  it  is  ^if^^ 
that  the  first  moneys  raised  shall  be  applied  towards  digging  and coid{ 


29  [  377  ] 

iostern  section,  before  the  work  is  commenced  upon  either  of  the  other 
ODS.  The  eastern  section  being  finished,  a  canod  of  great  value,  so  far, 
be  the  result.  Hence,  the  forecast  of  this  clause  in  the  charter.  It  will 
d  Ihose  who  first  embark  their  money  in  the  enterprise  from  danger  of 
admitting  that  it  should  not  advance  to  completion  in  its  final  purpose 
oitiDg  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  with  those  of  the  Chesa- 
e. 

hat  the  eastern  section  will  be  completed,  the  three  towns  do  not  doubt. 
most  sober  estimates  have  shown,  not  conjectural  estimates,  but  esti- 
m  founded  upon  contracts  ready  to  be  entered  into,  that  the  entire  line 
lis  section  can  be  completed  for  less  than  four  millions  and  a  half, 
y-six  miles  of  the  distance  are  under  actual  contract,  and  the  work  is 
eeding  daily  with  upward  of  two  thousand  laborers  The  corner-stone 
be  first  lock  having  been  laid  on  the  29th  of  last  May,  President 
KSON,  now  just  entering  upon  his  Presidential  career,  attended  the  cere- 
ly,  and  availed  himself  of  so  imposing  an  occasion  to  express  to  the 
mbled  concourse  present,  hi%  convictions  of  the  public  importance 

PHIS  GREAT  work;  THE  DfalEP  INTEREST  THAT  HE  FELT  IN  IT; 
>  THE  SATISFACTION  WITH  WHICH  HE  CONTEMPLATED  THE  PROOFS 
kT  WERE  ON  EVERY  HAND  EXHIBITED  OF  ITS  SUCCESSFUL  PROGRESS. 

i  computed  that  the  whole  of.  the  eastern  section  will  be  done  in  less 
I  four  yearc.  Of  the  sum  required  for  it,  more  than  three  millions  and 
ilf  of  dollars  have  already  been  subscribed;  and  the  company,  afler  the 
ment  of  all  expenses  hitherto  incurred,  had  a  balance  of  cash  on  hand, 
he  30th  of  last  May,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand 
ITS.  This  fact  is  derived  from  their  official  report  to  the  Government 
he  United  States  and  the  other  stockholders,  made  on  that  date.  It  may 
dded,  that  when  the  canal  goes  into  operation  for  shorter  distances  than 
entire  eastern  section  on  the  line  of  that  section,  and  this  will  be  the 
sfrom  the  nature  of  the  work,  it  will  bring  with  it  benefits  to  the  three 
D8,  by  facilitating  the  transportation  of  produce,  more  or  less,  to  their 
rkets.  But  when  the  eastern  section  in  its  full  length  shall  have  been 
ie,the  sphere  of  these  benefits  will  be  greatly  widened,  by  opening  to 
irinarkets  the  various  and  abundant  produce,  agricultural,  ana  other,  of 
IB  of  the  most  fertile  portions  of  the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Q  Pennsylvania,  through  or  near  to  which  the  line  of  the  canal  will 
Uun.  The  coal  from  Cumberland  must,  of  itself,  prove  to  the  town  an 
tiling  source  of  prosperity.  Calculations  made  on  no  overstrained  data, 
V  that  the  rate  at  which  they  will  be  supplied  with  this  article  when 
jftnding  the  canal,  compared  with  the  prices  they  now  pay  for  it  when 
ived  by  sea,  or  otherwise,  from  distant  places,  will  produce  an  annual 
ig  to  them  little  short  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  is  easy 
e  that  a  tax  upon  this  article  of  less  than  one-half  the  amount  thus 
li  an  article  of  indispensable  supply,  and  which,  therefore,  must  come 
e  towns,  would,  independent  of  all  other  resources,  more  than  pay  the 
|M  upon  the  sum  which  they  desire  to  borrow. 
ith  such  prospects  before  them,  why  may  not  these  towns  borrow  this 
or  what  fears  need  any  capitalists  have  in  advancing  it  to  them  at  a 
ntcrest?  That  they  are  able  to  pay  it  at  the  present  time,  was  the  un- 
tiooable  belief  of  Congress,  or  the  solemn  law  already  remarked  upon, 
id  not  have  been  passed,  any  more  than  the  determination  to  borrow  it, 
eir  very  subscription  of  the  sum,  both  of  which  were  fully  known  to  that 
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body,  been  allowed  to  pass  unrevoked.  That  they  are  able  to  pay  il  al  the 
present  time,  was  the  unquestionable  belief  of  two  successive  Secretaries 
of  the  Treasury,  or  the  letters  from  them  which  have  been  cited,  would  not 
have  been  written.  That  they  are  able  to  pay  il  at  the  present  time,  has 
been  seen  from  the  positive  facts  of  their  population  and  property.  Finally, 
that  they  would  be  made  to  pay  it  at  the  present  time,  if  we  can  suppose 
that  there  would  be  any  hesitation  on  their  own  part,  when  their  intereii, 
their  honor,  and  their  pride,  would  be  so  highly  at  stake,  ought  not  to  be 
doubted,  when  it  is  known  tliat  the  Government  of  the  nation  stands  bf 
with  the  arm  of  justice  and  coercion  uplifted  over  them.  If  ail  this  be  true 
ot  their  present  ability,  how  does  the  imagined  heaviness  of  the  debt  dis- 
appear, when,  under  the  reasonable  anticipations  that  have  been  stated, 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years  shall  have  carriea  these  towns  onward  in  tiieir 
growth,  and  augmented  all  their  resources !  Debt,  to  be  sure,  is  alvajfi 
more  or  less  burdensome ;  but,  when  contracted  for  an  object  that  is  suk- 
tioned  by  wisdom  and  upheld  by  authority,  and  when  the  ability  to  meetiC 
is  undoubted,  the  burden  ceases  to  be  heavy,  and  is  not  only  borne,  bat 
borne  with  cheerfulness. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  say  a  few  words,  incidentally,  of  the  Ncr 
York  canal.     This  canal  is  363  miles  in  length.    It  connects  the  waM 
of  Lake  Erie  with  those  of  the  river  Hudson,  which  flows  into  the  At- 
lantic.    The  debt  contracted  in  making  it,  in  connexion  with  the  Chtoi- 
plain  canal,  was  upward  of  seven  millions  of  dollars.     It  wns  finiriMi 
in  its  whole  length  in  about  seven  years.    The  income  from  these  canal^ 
chiefly  from  tolls,  amounted,  in  1828,  to  twelve  hundred  thousand  dolbn 
This  income,  after  paying  the  interest  on  the  canal  debt,  the  salarieifll 
all  the  officers  employed  on  the  canals,  and  the  expense  of  keepinff  Al  ^ 
works  in  repair,  left  a  clear  surplus  of  more  than  four  hundred  thounni 
dollars.    This  surplus  could  not  be  made  available  towards  the  reductioi 
of  the  canal  debt  only  because  the  period  of  its  redemption  had  not  ir* 
rived,  that  period  being  still  remote.     There  is  no  good  reason  for  wp- 
posing  that  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  will  not  in  good  time  pim 
as  valuable.     It  will  flow  through  countries,  to  say  the  least,  not  inferior 
in  extent  and  fertility,  bind  together  Slates  and  Territories  not  less  popu- 
lous ;  enhance,  in  a  degree  tiot  secondary,  the  value  of  great  bodies  tf 
land,  and  the  produce  of  it;  develop,  in  all   ways,  as  many  and  as  en- 
riching sources  of  industry.     It  has  been  undertaken  under  auspices  Ml 
less  hi^h ;  planned  with  not  less  deliberation,  and  approved  and  paitieh 
piated  m  by  men  whose  intelligence,  whose  characters,  and  whose  poa^ 
tion  in  society,  are  not  inferior  guarantees  for  safe,  honorable,  and  pffofr 
able  results.    It  so  happens  also,  that  the  same  engineer  who  so  sucoM^ 
fully  superintended  the  construction  of  the  one,  is  now  actually  ensagedk 
superintending  the  construction  of  the  other.    Nor  is  it  a  fact  withoiitp^ 
terest,  and  therefore  merits  to  be  brought  into  view,  that  with  such  h|^ 
dustry,  economy,  and  good  success  in  all  respects,  have  the  president tf|K: 
directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  conducted  the  work  so  &r|iif ! 
they  were  all  re  elected,  it  is  believed,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  at  an  anorill 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  June  last;  the  United  States  being nf# 
sented  at  the  meeting  by  their  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  may  be  proper  to  subjoin,  that  the  amount  of  canal  stock  of  the  Cb/0^: ' 
peake  and  Ohio  canal  which  will  belong  to  the  towns,  in  virtae  of  tb^ 
sabscriptioa  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  will  be  pledgedi  if  deiiitdjiv 
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whomsoever  may  advance  them  this  sum,  as  a  security  over  and  above  that 
which  has  been  provided  by  Congress.  All  dividends  npon  the  shares 
owned  by  the  towns  will  also  be  set  apart  by  them  as  a  fund  to  be  exclu- 
sively and  constantly  applied,  in  aid  of  their  other  resources,  towards  pay- 
ments under  the  loan. 

These  remarks  will  here  be  brought  to  a  close.    They  have  been  made 
to  elucidate  the  genuine  character  ol  the  loan  wanted  by  the  three  towns. 
If  there  be  any  points  upon  which  they  have  not  been  intelligible  or  satis- 
factory, further  inquiry  is  invited,  that  further  explanations  may  be  given. 
They  have  been  abridged,  from  the  fear  of  being  tedious,  and  because  the 
laws  or  documents  upon  which  their  statements  are  founded  can  all  be  ex- 
amined at  large,  if  desired.     A  safer  object  of  investment  than  the  loan  pro- 
poses, or  one  promising  more  advantage  to  the  capitalist,  it  is  believed,  can- 
not bo  found.    Let  it  be  investigated,  thorougrhly,  under  all  its  aspects. 
There  are  no  concealments  belou^in^  to  it.    Public  laws  and  public  docu- 
ments authenticate  its  claims  to  confidence  and  approbation.     Upon  none 
other  does  it  rest.    Public  opinion  in  Burope  has,  very  naturally,  become 
sensitive  under  any  proposal  for  distant  investments,  from  the  heavy  losses 
thai  have  of  late  years  resulted  from  them.    But  a  proper  discrimination 
will  draw  a  line  between  doubtful  or  visionary  enterprises,  and  those  con- 
ceived in  good  judgment  and  sustained  by  good  authority.    It  will  perceive 
that  the  present  loan  is  not  sought  upon  any  basis  of  mere  individual  gain 
or  private  speculation.     It  is  emphatically  to  a  national  enterprise  that  it 
looks;  and  one  of  which  a  nation  is  the  great  patron.    The  entire  trans- 
action is  under  the  special  and  close  guardianship  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.     It  is  at  the  public  Treasury  at  Washington  that  the  ^ree- 
aent  for  the  loan  is  to  be  recorded.     It  is  at  the  public  Treasury  at  Wash- 
iagtOD  that  the  payments  under  the  loan  are  to  be  made  ;  the  same  place 
vnere  payments  due  on  the  funded  debt  proper  of  the  nation  are  made.    It 
b  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  public  Treasury  at  Washington  that 
cScacy  is  to  be  given  to  that  law  of  the  nation  which  is  to  compel  pay- 
■eot  opon  the  towns,  should  they  be  guilty  of  default  themselves.   The  na- 
tioQ  is  fully  blended,  step  by  step,  with  the  whole  operation  ;  its  faith  fully 
jMerposed.    The  lender  cannot  lose.     It  is  impossible.     For,  what  nation 
ii  it  that  has  consented,  and,  for  the  first  time,  in  any  similar  case,  to  be- 
ONne  his  trustee  ?    A  nation  of  premature  formation,  or  doubtful  existence  I 
Far  otherwise.     It  is  a  nation  that  has  steadily  gone  along  in  its  prosperous 
career  of  half  a  century ;  its  institutions  settled  ;  its  revenues  ample  and  se- 
eore ;  its  public  debt  rapidly  diminishing ;  its  expenditures  economical  and 
carefully  guarded  ;  its  internal  tranquillity  perfect ;  its  policy  and  genius 
pKi6c ;  and  its  position  upon  the  globe,  a  shield  against  wars ;  its  public  faith 
dways  scrupulously  kept ;  slow  to  plight  that  faith  in  any  way,  because, 
kaowing  its  correspondent  obligations ;  a  nation  advancing  in  power  as  in 
dhaiacier,  and  that  has  stood  firm  for  the  half  century  of  its  existence,  when 
4m  governments  of  Europe  (that  of  the  country  from  which  it  is  proud  to 
have  sprung  almost  alone  excepted)  have  been  shifting  in  their  purposes,  or 
Aaken  to  their  centre  !     When  such  a  nation  is  seen  to  connect  itself  inti- 
■Mely  with  the  purpose  of  a  loan  in  the  various,  deliberate,  and  unequivo- 
cil  ways  that  have  been  shown,  that  the  lender  will  receive  his  money 
fmetually,  with  whatever  fair  gains  the  agreement  for  the  loan  may  imply, 
liy  be  considered  as  absolutely  certain. 

RICH.  RUSH, 
Jn  behalf  of  the  three  towiu. 
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Act  9f  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

AN  ACT  to  fQlargc  the  powers  of  the  several  corporations  of  the  District  of  Colambia,  nd 
for  other  purposes. — [Approved  May  34,  18-28.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unitd 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  corporation  of  Wash- 
ington, the  corporation  of  Geor^town.  and  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
within  the  District  of  Cohimbia,  shall,  severally,  have  full  power  andaa- 
thority  to  subscribe  and  pay  for  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  isd 
Ohio  Canal  Company:  and  all  such  subscriptions  as  shall  have  been  already 
made  by  either  of  the  said  corporations,  shall,  and  the  same  are  herelif 
declared  to  be  valid  and  binding  on  the  said  corporations,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  corporations  shall, 
severally,  have  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  taj 
be  deemed  by  them,  respectively,  either  necessary  or  expedient,  to  bonov 
money,  at  any  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  aDDOO, 
to  pay  their  respective  subscriptions,  and  the  interest  accruing  thereon,  lo 
the  amount  which  they  have  subscribed,  or  shall  hereafter  sutechbe. 

Sec.  3.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  corporations  shall  be^ 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  empowered  to  cause  to  be  coosUto- 
ted  certificates  of  stock  for  the  sums  borrowed,  in  pursuance  of  the  author 
ity  severally  vested  in  them  by  this  act ;  each  of  the  said  certificates  afaal 
be  of  the  form  following,  to  wit  : 

"  City  (or  town)  of  [here  insert  the  title  of  the  city  or  town.] 

"Mayor's  Offici. 

<<  Be  it  known,  that  there  is  due  from  the  corporation  of  the  dvf,  (ff 

town  of)  [here  insert  the  title  of  the  city  or  town]  unto  [hewifr 

sert  the  name  of  the  creditor]  or  assigns,  the  sum  of ,  (h* 

insert  the  amount  in  dollars]  bearing  interest  at  [here  insert  theraisif 

interest]  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the day  of ,  eighteen  hv* 

dred  and   ,  inclusively;  payable  quarter  yearly;  the  principtl  «■ 

abovementioned,  is  to  be  paid  on  the day  of ,  in  the  year  driM 

hundred  and ,  which  debt  is  recorded  in  this  office,  and  is  tranaMlk 

only  by  appearance,  in  person,  or  by  attorney,  at  this  office. 

"  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name,  and  castd 
the  seal  of  the  said  city  to  be  affixed. 

« ,  Register:^ 

[Or  other  recording  officer  of  the  corporation.] 

A  list  of  all  such  certificates,  denoting  their  respective  numben^ 
and  sums,  and  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  isstied^ 
thenticated  by  the  mayor  subscribing  the  same,  shall  be  deposited  ' 
officer,  at  the  time  of  subscribing  the  same,  or  within  ten  days 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  said  certificates  shall  not  be  issued  in  any  case  for  a  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars.     The  forgery  of  any  such  certificaleiOrof 
transfer  thereof,  or  of  any  power  of  attorney,  purporting  to  authoria ' 
transfer,  shall  be  punishable  in  like  manner  with  the  forgery  of  a 
of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States. 
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Src.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  said  corporations  are,  respect- 
eJy,  empowered  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
g  subscriptions  to  tlie  loan  or  loans  authorized  by  tliis  act,  or  of  selling, 
>nfi  tinie  to  time,  the  certificates  of  stock  which  may  be  created  in  pursu- 
ce  thereof,  and  to  fix  the  compensation  of  such  agent  or  ag^euL-^,  which 
37  shall  respectively  pay,  as  well  as  all  other  expenses  attending  the  said 
uis,  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  or  of  any  otlier  funds  wliich  they  may 
ipectivcly  provide. 

Sec.  5.  Jknd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  tax,  at  the  rate  of  one  per 
nturD,  and  thirteen  iiundredths  of  one  per  centum,  on  the  assessed  value 
the  real  and  personal  estates  within  the  city  of  Washington,  as  shall 
pear  by  the  appraisement  thereof,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  cor- 
ration,  or  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  hereinafter  declared  to  be 
vived  and  in  force,  within  the  said  corporation,  to  be  existing  at  the 
oe  hereinafter  limited  for  the  collection  of  the  said  tax ;  and  at  the  rate 

fifty  8tx-hiindredths  of  one  per  centum  on  the  assessed  value  of  the 
ed  and  personal  estate  within  the  town  of  Georgetown,  as  shall  appear 
'  the  appraisement  thereof,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  corpora- 
in,  or  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  hereinafter  declared  to  be  revived 
id  in  force  within  the  said  corporation,  to  be  existing  at  the  time  here- 
after  limited  for  the  collection  of  the  said  tax  ;  and  at  the  rate  of  fifty- 
l^ht  hundredths  of  one  per  centum  on  the  assessed  value  of  the  real  and 
srsonal  estate  within  the  town  of  Alexandria,  as  shall  appear  Dy  the  ap- 
raisement  thereof,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  corporation  of  the 
lid  town,  or  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  hereinafter  declared  to  be 
^vived  and  in  force  within  the  said  corporation,  to  be  existing  at  the 
me  hereinafter  limited  for  the  collection  of  the  said  tax,  be,  and  the  same 

hereby,  imposed  and  assessed  on  the  real  and  personal  estate  lying  and 
BJDg  in  the  said  city  atid  towns ;  and,  upon  the  failure  of  the  said  corpo- 
Mions,  or  of  any  of  them  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
iuety  days  before  the  same  shedl  become  due,  to  the  holder  of  the  shares 
r  certificates  of  such  loan  or  loans,  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  terms 
Dd  conditions  thereof,  the  sum  or  sums  which  they,  or  any  of  them,  shalL 
are  respectively  stipulated  to  pay  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  afore- 
lid,  so  that  the  same  shall  not  be  ascertained  beforehand  to  be  in  readiness 
>  meet  the  demand  or  claim  about  to  arise  on  the  shares  or  certificates  of 
^e  said  loan,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
Dopowered  to  appoint  a  collector  or  collectors,  whose  duty  it  shall  1x3  to 
proceed  and  collect  the  tax  imposed,  as  above,  on  the  real  and  personal 
state  in  the  said  city  and  towns,  or  either  of  them,  the  corporation  or  cor* 
^^^nuiotis  of  which  shall  have  so  failed  to  pay  as  aforesaid,  in  advance,  the 
Uii  or  HMVOA  about  to  become  due  and  demandable  as  aforesaid,  or  any 
IM  thereof  remaining  unpaid,  as  aforesaid  into  the  Treasury,  ninety  days 
^  AdvaiHse ;  such  part,  in  case  a  part  only  be  so  in  arrear,  to  be  ratably  and 
Ualty  assessed,  levied,  and  collected,  upon  the  property  chargeable  as 
"^leaaidi  with  the  said  tax,  within  the  said  city  and  towns,  or  either  of 
^^  making  such  default  in  paying  as  required,  ninety  days  in  advance, 
*  ^lereeaid ;  the  appraisement  or  assessment  of  the  value  of  the  said  es- 
^  preparatory  to  the  collection  of  the  said  tax,  if  not  previously  nmde 
^  <6e  iaid  corporation,  to  be  made  in  the  tnode  prescribed,  as  aforesaid,  in 
^  Several  acts  of  Congress,  hereby  revived  and  put  in  operation  :  Pravi- 
K  That,  if  flaa«&ctoiy  evidence  be  afiQrded  the  Preaideat  of  tbe  Uoited< 
3 
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States  by  the  several  corporations  aforesaid,  that  they  are  proceeding,  in 
good  faith  to  raise  and  pay,  in  due  time,  their  portions,  respectively,  of  the 
said  loan  or  loans,  and  will  be  competent  to  raise  tlie  same  by  the  means 
on  which  they  rely,  he  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  restrain 
such  collector  or  collectors  from  proceeding  to  collect  the  said  (ax  within 
the  corporation  affording  the  evidence  aforesaid,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
ninety  days  aforesaid,  when,  if  the  amount  of  the  said  tax  be  not  actually 
paid,  the  collection  thereof  shall  proceed,  without  further  delay,  on  notice 
to  the  collector  of  such  default. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  collector  or  collectors  who 
may  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  give  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient 
security,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  required  by  this  act, 
and  shall  possess  all  the  powers,  be  subject  to  all  the  obligations,  and  pro* 
ceed,  in  all  respects,  in  the  discharge  of  his  or  their  duties,  in  collecting 
the  said  tax,  as  the  several  collectors  possessed,  were  siibject  to,  and  were 
required  to  do  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia,"  approved 
the  27th  of  February,  1815,  and  by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  therein 
referred  to,  or  which  were  subsequently  passed,  in  order  to  alter  or  amend 
ihe  same  ;  all  of  whicli  acts,  for  the  effectual  fulfilment  of  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  and  according  to  the  tenor  and  intent  thereof,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  revived  and  in  full  force,  within  the  limits  of  the  several  corporations 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  tax  imposed  by  this  act 
shall  be  continued  and  collected,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions  and  conditions  of  this  act,  and  of  the  several  acts  aforesaid,  so  long 
as  the  proceeds  thereof  may,  by  any  possibility,  be  required  to  meet  the 
payment  of  the  several  loans  authorized  as  aforesaid  :  Pnwiaed,  kofvever. 
That  all  or  either  of  the  said  corporations  may,  in  the  negotiation  of  snch 
loan  or  loans  as  they  or  either  of  them  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  make,  in 
pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  this  act,  stipulate  such  termi 
or  conditions  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  or  the  redemptions  of  iha 
principal  sum  thereof,  as  shall  dispense  with  the  system  of  taxation  pio- 
vided  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  ftrrfhrr  enacted,  That,  in  the  event  that  any  loan  or 
loans  shall  be  negotiated  by  the  said  corporations,  or  any  one  of  theoLto 
the  extent,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  subscription  of  one  or  all  of  thciifld 
corporations,  to  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Oompanf,iB 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  based  upon  the  system  of 
taxation  therein  provided ;  a  copy  or  copies  of  the  contract  or  contract!^ 
for  any  and  all  such  loans,  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  after  the  execotioa 
thereof,  be  deposited,  either  by  the  corporation  or  corporations  contractJBr 
such  loan  or  loans,  or  by  the  creditor  or  creditors  interested  therein,  win 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  out  of  all  such  sums  as  shall  be  mil 
by  the  respective  corporations  in  advance,  as  aforesaid,  on  account  of  Uirir 
several  contracts,  or  as  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  manner  hereinbefiNi 
provided,  the  holders  of  the  certificates  of  any  such  loan  shall  be  entitled  ti 
receive,  at  the  public  Treasury,  such  amount  as  may  be  due  to  them,  leqieel- 
ivcly ;  and  on  the  occurrence  of  any  deficiency  in  the  sum  or  wxtmidt 
QOtarily^  paid  in,  or  assessed  and  collected  within  the  said  corporatioiA 
r^espectively,  for  the  payment  of  their  respective  creditorsi  tlM  eactent « 
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iCy  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from 
to  the  terms  of  the  loan  or  loans,  in  relation  to  which  such 
sty  occur ;  and  bein^  so  ascertained,  and  published  in  some 
newspapers  printed  m  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Secretary 
iry  shall  instruct  the  pro|)er  collector  to  proceed  to  collect  and 
public  Treasury  the  said  amount,  with  all  lawful  charges 
:  same,  according  to  such  further  ratable  assessment  upon  the 
)roperty  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  in  arrear, 
the  provisions  of  this  act  and  to  the  several  acts  referred  to 
all  be  sufficient  to  supply  such  ascertained  deficiency ;  and, 
stion  of  such  collection,  the  holder  or  holders  of  the  certificates 
)f  the  corporation  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  amount  as 
m  foimd  due  and  unprovided  for,  by  the  sums  before  paid  in 
n  account  of  such  corporation. 

ANDW.  STEVENSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeniaiives. 

S.  SMITH, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 
May  24,  182a 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


D. 

3enate  of  the  United  States,  March  18, 183& 
THARD  laid  the  following  statement  on  the  table. 

CORPORATION  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Dr.    The  Holland  Debt. 

,000,000,  from  1st  July,  1830,  to  1st  Januajy,  1836,  61  years* 

It $302,500  00 

lium,  exchange,  and  interest,  prior  to  1st  July, 

161,432  46 

1250,000,  borrowed  in  May,  1833,  to  make  up 

60,000  00 

,  for  ne^potiating  loan  -            -            -            -  .     7,600  00 

interest  in  advance     -            -            -            -  13,750  00 


Or. 

tted  by  Messrs.  Crommelin,  being  the  difference 
s  ^  per  cent,  authorized  for  expenses  of  trans- 
;.,  and  the  actual  expenses  -  $15,632  38 

Id  of  Congress  of  1834    -  -     70,000  00 


$535,182  46 


85,632  38 


449,660  08 
-    1,000,000  00 
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CORPORATION  OP  GEORGETOWN. 
Stock  issued  ......        $250,(K 

Loss  in  negotiation  -  •  -        $28,784  21 

Paid  R.  Rush,  Esq.  -  -  -  1,87&  00 

Interest  paid  ...  -  84,886  27 

Add  postages,  commissions,  and  loss,  in  remitting 
interest  to  Holland,  probably  amounting  to  1,250  00 

$U6J95  48 

John  Mountz,  Clerk. 

JOHN  COX,  il/iyor 
17M  Fcirwary,  1836. 

CORPORATION  OP  ALEXANDRIA. 

Statement  of  the  loss  accruing  to  the  corporation  of  Alexandria,  tipontk 
loan  contracted  in  Holland,  to  meet  its  instalments  onsubscriptientotk 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CanaL 

Amount  of  stock  issued  by  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
and  payable  in  Holland     .....   $260,000  01 

Net  amount  received  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
common  council  to  manage  this  fund       •  -  -     214,009  5< 

Loss  in  the  sale  of  the  stock,  including  the  amount  retained 
by  Messrs.  D.  Crommelin  &  Sons,  to  meet  the  first  pay- 
ments of  interest  -••-•«       36/)90  4 

Interest  paid  by  the  commissioners,  Norember  10,  1830, 
to  John  Roberts,  Esq.,  mayor;  due  in  Holland,  July  1, 
lb3l 6,b76  0 

Interest  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation,  as  per 
memorandum  from  his  books,  herewith  furnished        <•       68,7109 

$ni,7i>4 

B.  HOOE, 


Memorandum  from  the  Books  of  the  TYeaaurer  of  the  Corporaiim  f 

Alexandria. 

1831. 

March  30,  paid       .  .  .  -  .  #3,13710 

June    30,  do.        -  •  •  -  •      8^37  f» 

Oct       1,  do. 8,497  99 

1832. 

Jao.       3,  do •      %437f9 

i^ril     2,  do. 3,43710 

July      3,  do. 3,437 10 

OdL       %  io. ^48719 


1833. 


n.       1, 

paid 

>ril      4. 

do. 

*y     2, 

do. 

5L        2, 

do. 

1834. 

n.      11, 

do. 

>ril      1, 

do. 

If     3, 

do. 

pt    30, 

do. 

w.     30, 

do. 

1836. 

ireb  31, 

do. 

ne    29, 

do. 

pt    30, 

do. 

1836. 

.1-        t, 

do. 

«7  £  «T7  ] 


$3,437  60 
3,437  50 
3,437  60 
3,437  60 

3,437  60 
3,437  60 
3,437  60 
3,437  60 
3,437  60 

3,437  60 
3,437  60 
3,437  66 

3,437  60 


?68,750  00 


K 

[  This  paper  is  a  dnplieate  of  CL] 
Ho.  OF  Reps.,  FsBRUAaY  3,  1836. 

tmmitiee  f&r  the  District  of  Columbia^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
orial  of  the  corporations  of  Washington^  Georgetown,  and  Alex* 
io,  praying  that  relief  may  be  afforded  them  from  their  pecuniary 
irrass7nentSj  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave 
iUfully  to  submit  the  following  report : 

(he  annexed  statements  will  exhibit  the  condition  of  the  memorial- 
«gard  to  their  pecuniary  concerns,  which  is  but  too  well  calculated 
ace  the  conviction,  that,  left  entirely  to  (heir  own  resources,  they  are 

if  not  entirely,  destitute  of  the  means  of  relief.  They  represent 
tres  as  being  on  the  verge  of  irretrievable  bankruptcy.  It  would 
no  good  or  useful  purpose  to  enter  their  public  halts  with  the  view 
nino;  grounds  of  censure  for  indiscretions  committed  in  the  admin- 
I  orthcir  affiiirs.  To  expose  the  errors  into  which  they  may  have 
irould  be  to  inflict  wounds  where  relief  is  prayed  for.  Their  embar- 
its,  on  the  contrary,  are  justly  calculated  to  excite  our  sympathies, 

more  so  from  the  fact  that  Congress  is  their  local  legislature,  from 
done  they  can  expect  or  tvsk  for  aid. 

committee,  not  deeming  it  necessary  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of 
its  of  the  claims  urged  on  Congress  by  the  corporation  of  Wash- 
recognise  as  by  far  the  most  prominent  cause  of  the  pecuniary 
ment  of  the  petitioners,  the  pledge  of  their  credit  in  their  respective 
Hions  to  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal ;  and  it  is  in 
umstances  leading  to,  and  connected  with,  those  subscriptions,  that 
\  for  the  obligations  of  the  Government  now  to  interpose  for  their 

This  canal  was,  from  a  very  early  period,  regarded  as  one  cf jgreat 
Liice.  'At  a  day  anterior  to  the  cession  of  this  District  by  the  States 
ybud  and  Virginia,  those  two  States  had  incorporated  a  cooipany 
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for  the  improvement  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  stock  of  which  Genenl 
Washington  became  largely  interested.  The  great  object  of  desire  coniiu- 
ued  to  1:^  to  achieve  the  work  as  far  as  the  town  of  Cumberland,  at  the  base 
of  the  Allegany  mountains,  under  the  confident  belief  that  when  that  rich 
mineral  region  should  be  reached,  a  new  and  greatly  enlarged  source  of 
trade  would  be  opened,  which  could  not  fail  to  enrich  the  three  corporatioDS 
of  the  District. 

The  canal  was  designed  to  have  been  constructed  of  the  width  of  thirty 
feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  three  feet  of  water ;  the  consummation  of  which 
your  committee  see  no  reason  to  doubt,  was  fully  within  the  means  of  the 
District,  with  the  aid  of  Virginia  and  Miryland.    The  attetition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was,  however,  given  to  the  subject,  and  it  came  to  be  re^gfarded  as 
a  work  of  great  national  importance,     in  this  light  President  Monroe  es- 
teemed it,  and  accordingly  recommended  it  to  the  favorable  regard  of  Cod- 
gress.     It  was  known,  also,  that  his  successor,  Mr.  Adams,  entertained  siioi* 
Far  opinions;  and  Congress,  finally,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1828,  passed  lo 
act  subscribing  one  million  of  dollars,  upon  condition  that  the  dimeiisioos 
of  the  canal  should  be  enlarged.     But  this  was  not  the  only  change  con- 
templated.    The  Government  was  not  satisfied  with  terminating  the  work 
at  the  town  of  Cumberland.     It  e:(tended  its  vision  to  the  waters  of  the 
great  west;  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac  rivers  were  to  be  broD^hl 
into  union  ;  and  ardent  hopes  were  excited  that  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  to  become  the  recipient  of  much  of  that  trade  which  now  serves  lo  en- 
rich the  numerous  towns  situated  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.     Recoo- 
noissances  had  been  made  of  the  whole  route,aiul  it  was  pronounced  feasible. 
In  short,  no  room  was  left  to  doubt  but  that  the  Government  seriously  de- 
signed to  give  its  best  energies  to  the  entire  completion  of  the  work,   fi 
was  perfectly  natural,  under  the  circumstances,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  should  become  deeply  interested  in  the  project    Tfie 
three  corporations  manifested  the  interest  which  they  fell,  in  llie  extent  of 
their  subscriptions.     The  city  of  Washington  subscribed  one  million,  aad 
Alexandria  and  Georgetown  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  eadi 
They  may,  in  truth,  be  regarded  as  having  been  stimulated  to  make  these 
large  subscriptions,  so  much  beyond  their  fiscal  means,  by  the  direct  actioa 
of  the  Government.     Without  the  consent  of  the  Government  they  hadoo 
authority  to  make  the  subscriptions,  and  the  interest  taken  by  the  Gofera- 
ment  in  their  becoming  subscribers  is  sufficiently  manifest  by  the  ternuof 
the  act  of  Congress.     The  Government  was  aware  of  the  incapacity  of  die 
subscribers  to  meet  the  payment  of  their  subscriptions  without  contrarlio; 
a  loan  ;  and  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  it  gave  the  most  unquestioned  pledp 
that  the  loan  and  all  interest  which  might  accrue  on  it  should  be  paid,  t 
assumed  the  supervision  of  its  payment.    These  were  the  circaraslancei 
and  expectations  conuf.'ctcd  with  the  subscriptions  thus  made  by  theiuemo* 
lialists,  under  the  oppressive  weight  of  which  they  are  now  laboring. 

Other  views  than  those  at  that  time  entertained,  now  prevail  with  die 
Government.  It  is  no  longer  esteemed  proper  to  prosecute  the  work  to  the 
point  contemplated.  With  the  correctness  of  this  decision  on  the  part  of 
tlie  Government,  this  committee  has  nothing  to  do.  They  look  only  to  die 
questions  growing  out  of  this  application  for  relief,  and  to  the  rcsolis  flowing 
from  this  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  themcoW' 
rialists.  If  the  Goverwrnent  had  continued  its  countenance  to  this  work,« 
it  had  given  from  time  to  time  from  the  public  Treasury^  its  aid,  as  it  lud 
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k  similar  cases,  and  as  the  memorialists  had  every  reason  to  suppose 
d  have  done  in  this,  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
have  continued  to  increase  in  value,  and  thus  the  means  have  been 
I  in  the  hands  of  the  memorialists  to  have  reimbursed  their  debt, 
eciso  opposite  has  now  taken  place.  The  Government  has  withdrawn 
itenance,  and  the  stock  is  of  nominal  value  only,  and  those  who  an- 
sd  profit  and  advantage,  are  now  in  a  state  of  hopeless  despondency. 
)mmittee  cannot  but  see  in  these  circumstances  a  strong  claim  for 
imental  interposition.  Those  who  have  reason  to  look  for  benefit 
vantage  at  the  hands  of  Government,  who,  by  the  Constitution,  are 
under  its  exclusive  guardianship,  are  devoted  to  destruction  by  the 

of  policy  in  the  Government.  The  debt  under  which  they  labor 
never  have  been  contracted,  but  for  the  action  of  the  Government 
heir  hopes  and  expectations  are  all  defeated  by  its  subsequent  course: 
he  Government  in  good  faith  bound  to  relieve  and  to  redress?  The 
;tee  cannot  doubt  but  such  is  its  obligation — such  its  duty.  The 
3D  of  Alexandria,  arising  out  of  these  circumstances,  is  peculiarly 
She  subscribed  her  funds  under  the  belief  that  such  a  termination 
have  been  given  to  the  canal,  as  would  admit  her  to  a  fair  participa- 
tbe  trade ;  when  it  has  become  manifest,  that,  without  incurring  the 
sxpense  of  a  continued  canal,  all  hopes  of  such  participation  are 
c.  She  has  accordingly  set  herself  to  work  to  execute  the  work  so 
le  to  her,  and  has,  in  part,  executed  it ;  but  no  prospect  remains  of 
Ing  able  to  complete  it,  unless  relieved  from  the  Holland  debt,  or  iu 
ther  manner  equally  efiectual. 

rcher  ground  for  legitimate  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
s  to  be  found  in  the  fact  of  its  being  actually  a  party  to  the  debts 
intracted  by  the  corporations.  By  the  act  of  Congress  which  author- 
e  memorialists  to  contract  the  loans,  it  pledged  itself  to  the  payment  of 
)t  by  endorsing  for  the  solvency  and  punctuality  of  the  borrowers. 
it  received  for  that  endorsement,  full  authority  from  the  principals  to 
lie  debt  and  interest  by  levy  and  sale,  but  that  in  no  way  alters  its  posi- 
regard  to  the  creditors.  They  looked  to  the  act'of  Congress ;  and  an 
f  into  the  solvency  or  insolvency  of  the  corporations,  the  sufficiency 
fficiency  of  the  real  and  personal  property  within  their  respective 
ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  any  moment.  They  were  satisfied  with 
ponsihility  assunied  by  the  Government,  to  see  that  the  debt  should 
1,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  Government,  thus  pledged,  they  relied  as  a 
larantee?  The  plain  state  of  the  case  is  this.  The  three  corpora- 
)ntract  debts,  for  the  due  payment  of  which  the  Government  endorses, 
s  care  to  obtain  from  the  principal  debtors,  authority  to  make  levy  and 
4lie  property  of  such  principals,  in  order  to  meet  the  engagement, 
occupies  the  situation  of  an  endorser,  who  secures  himself,  by  ob- 
:  a  lieti  on  the  effects  of  his  principal.  To  the  creditor,  he  is  bound 
jty  to  the  contract,  and  it  is  for  him  to  execute  or  not.  at  his  pleasure, 
i  which  he  has ;  such  also,  in  reference  to  the  Holland  debt,  are  the 
smd  obligations  of  the  Government.  So  strongly  |)ersuaded  is  the 
ttee  of  the  correctness  of  this  view,  that  they  adventure  the  opinion, 

the  three  towns  liad  perished  by  a  general  conflagration,  and  no 
:  property  could  he  found  out  of  which  the  Government  could  make 
►t,  it  would,  in  good  faith,  be  bound  to  make  payment  out  of  the  public 
try.    Of  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  the  act  by  which  it  ez|H)S8a  itself 
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to  thef?e  responsibflities,  the  committee  hnve  nothing  to  say.    They  deal 
with  things  ns  they  are,  and  from  thence  deduce  the  iibovo  conchisions. 

The  act  of  Con<^ress  is  enonjr'i  in  itself  to  show  the  responsible  condition 
of  the  Government  in  re^rard  to  those  debts  ;  but  other  evidences  stih  remain 
to  be  noticed.     The  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  (Mr.  Rush),  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Messrs.  Barinir,  which  was    undoubtedly  communicated  to  the  Messrs. 
Crommehn,  ^iving^a  circnmstatitial  narrative  of  the  whole  affair,  which  he 
concludes  with  the  following  emphatic  declarations  :  "  Not  being  specially 
directed  by  law  to  negotiate  this  loan,  I  do  not  make  any  inquiry  in  my 
direct  capacity,  as  exercising  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry; 
nevertheless,  as  the  nation  is  interested  in  the  object  to  which  the  loan 
looks,  and  has  provided  in  various  ways  for  the  advancement  of  that  ohject, 
as  well  as  pledged  menHS  vnder  its  control  for  the  security  of  the  loan^ 
I  deem  it  proper,  with  the  approbation  of  the  l^resident  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  the  inquiry.      With  what  ffood  faith  this  Govertiment, 
since  its  first  adoption,  has  fii-fUcd  all  the  peciniiary  obliff'ations  that 
have  attached  to  if,  need  not  be  said  on  this  occasion.^     Thus  does  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  urge  the  loan  ;  refers  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
Government,  always  ok^erved,  as  a  sure  and  certain  reliance  lor  the  foreign 
capitalist;  who,  relying  on  that  a:ood  faith,  has  accordingly  advanced  his 
funds  to  the  three  corporations  of  the  District.    This  reliance  w^s  strengthen- 
ed by  the  remarks  on  the  loan,  addressed  to  foreign  capitalists  by  Mr.  Rush, 
contained  in  the  antiexed  document  (page  19),  a  single  extract  from  which 
will  suffice  :   "Here  is  a  specific  fund  pledged  and  set  apart  for  him  bythe 
law.     It  consists  of  real  and  personal  estate  within   the  metropolis  of  the 
nation.     4'his  estate  is  subjected  to  taxation  in  full  and  adequate  amount  to 
pay  the  debt.      The    Goverumtnt  of  the  United  iStates  is  the  snptriih 
tending"  power,  bound  to  watch  over  his  interest,  to  see  that  he  is  paid  and 
jfaid  pvnctnal/yy    Thus  is  it  obvious  that  the  faith  of  the  Government 
IS  pledged  to  the  creditors,  and  that  all  the  responsibilities  attach  to  it, 
which  arise  under  cases  of  ordinary  endorsement.     What  then  shall  itnov 
do,  circumstanced  as  it  is?     The  principal  debtors  already  lalH)r  undera 
weight  of  taxation,  burdensome  in   the  extreme :  they  represent  to  Coti- 
gress,  their  utter  inability  to  meet  the  demands  now  existing,  and  in  the 
way  of  accruing.     Alexandria  has  paid  the  interest  upon  her  debt  for  the 
last  quarter,  but  avows  her  incapacity  to  do  so  for  the  time  coming;  while 
the  committee  learns  with  some  degree  of  pain,  that  which  was,  however, 
to  have  been  anticipated,  that  the  corpon.tions  of  Washington  and  Gcoree- 
town  are  still  in  arrear,  and  that  a  reqtiisition  has  actually  been  made  on  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  the  agent  of  the  creditors,  to  enforce  the  profit 
ions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of    the  24th  May,   1^28,  and  to  cause  Ita 
amount  of  arrears  to  be"  fortliwith  collected.     Shall  the  Government  tha 
execute  the  lien  which  it  possesses,  advance  the  money,  and  hold  then* 
inorialists  responsible  for  the  deht  to  them,  or  assume  its  payment  andgit^ 
an  absolute  dischnro^e?  To  adopt  the  first,  would  be  to  inflict  the  very  nail 
which  the  memorialists  seek  to  avoid  ;  while  the  second  would  be  wholly 
deceptive  in  its  results.     The  committee,  therefore,  reconmiend  the  abeolate 
assumption  of  the  debt,  as  a  result  to  which  the  GovernmeDl  must  nlti- 

•  The  letter  from  uiiich  ihis  extract  is  taken , is  not  on  file  in  th«  Treasury  I>cptniB«i»i** 
its  autbeniiciiy  is  well  aTouched. 
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jly  come,  and  can  perceive  no  good  reason  for  delaying  it.  Why  per- 
a  weight  to  rest  upon  the  District,  which  can  only  produce  the  effect  of 
iping  all  its  energies,  and  retarding  most  seriously  its  growth  in  wealth 
population  ?  The  fact  is  apparetjt,  that  the  memorialists  cannot  get  on 
sr  the  present  burdens,  and  that  instead  of  diminishing,  those  bur- 
I  must  be  greatly  and  destructively  augmented,  when  the  time  shall 
re  for  the  payment  of  principal,  superadded  to  the  interest,  and  when, 
it  is  recollected  that  this  involvement  is  fairly  ascribable  to  the  direct 
»n  of  the  Government  itself.  A  bill  is  therefore  reported  for  the  relief 
le  memorialists. 


Treasury  Department,  January  28,  1836. 
iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
I  instant,  communicating  to  the  department  the  unpleasant  information 
le  inability  of  the  corporation  of  Washington  to  provide  for  the  payment 
le  interest  on  the  loan  contracted  under  the  act  of  May  24,  1828. 
our  letter  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  he  has,  with  great 
et,  felt  oblifi^ed,  in  compliance  with  the  provision  of  that  act,  to  appoint 
ch  Ring:gord,  Esq.,  the  collector  of  the  tax  imposed  thereby,  to  meet  the 
tiency  which  at  present  exists.  That  deficiency  amounts  to  twenty- 
n  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
'  of  a  report  made  to  this  department,  by  the  acting  First  ComptroUeri 
he  27th  instant. 

^hen  the  collector  appointed  by  the  President  shall  have  filed  his  bond, 
accessary  instructions  must  be  given  to  him  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
ct  the  tax,  in  conformity  with  tne  act  of  Congress  and  the  duty  and 
:tion  of  the  President. 
im,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
\  A.  Bradley,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Washington. 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office,  January  27,  1836. 
R :  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  your  letter  of  today,  I  have  the  honor 
Ate,  that  the  last  payment  made  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
>n,  on  accoimt  of  the  interest  on  the  loan  contracted  under  the  authority 
16  act  of  the  21th  May,  1828,  was  to  the  20th  Septeml)er,  1836.    Con- 
entlysaid  corporation  is  in  arrears  for  the  quarter  ending  the  3Isl 
30,  and  the  31st  March  next,  amounting  to  $27,500;  ii  being  required, 
16  act  referred  to,  that  the  interest  on  said  loan  shall  be  paid  into  the 
isury  of  the  United  States  ninety  days  before  the  same  shall  become 
to  the  holders  of  the  shares  or  certificates  of  the  loan  or  loans. 
bav6  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LAUB, 
Acting  Comptroller. 
on.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Seertiary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Statement  of  the  debts  of  the  three  corporations. 
GEORGETOWN. 


Hollnnd  loan        -  -  -  - 

Sundry  other  debts  .  -  - 

Annual  interest  thereon  is  $24,30S  8S. 

ALEXANDRIA. 


.     $250,000  00 
-       155,148  49} 

405,148  49} 


Statement  of  amount  of  debt  and  liabilities  of  the  corporation  of  Alex- 
andriay  January  1,  1836. 


Rate  of 

When  payable 

Date  of  corporation  laws  authori- 

Amoum. 

interest. 

(interest). 

zing  the  loan. 

6^  per  cent. 

1st  Jan.,  April, 

4lh  Sept.  1828;    7th  April, 

July,  and  Oct. 

1829;    18th   April,  1829; 

18th  Feb.,  1830   - 

$250,000  00 

6  per  cent. 

1st    Jan.    and 

May,  1833,  and  supplement 

1st  July,  19th 

thereto  Sept.,  1833 

31,250  00 

March,      and 

19lh  Sept. 

6  per  cent. 

1st  Feb.  and  1st 

May,  1833,  and  supplement 

Aug. 

thereto  Sept.,  1833 

50,000  00 

6  per  cent. 

1st  Jan.  and  1st 

May  2d,  1835 

50,0(JOOO 

July. 

Total  debt  incurred  for  the 

two  canals 

381,250  00 

6  per  cent 

1st  March  and 

1st  Sept. 
19th    May  and 

January  9th,  1822  - 

7,000  00 

6  per  cent. 

December  5th,  1827 

4,000  00 

Nov. 

6  per  cent. 

1st    April  and 
Oct. 

October  19th,  1824- 

Due  bills  or  corporation  notes, 
per  statement  of  account  on 
settlement   of    corporation 

50,000  08 

accounts,  March  2d,  1835 

29,626  91 

6  per  cent. 

1st  Jan.  and  1st 

Loan  contracted  by  the  Mid- 

July. 

die     Turnpike    Company, 
under  the  guarantee  oi  the 
corporation,  on  which  inter- 
est is  paid  by  the  corpora- 

tion, under  the  guarantee  • 
Entire  debt  of  the  corporation 

6,000  Ot 

477,776  9i 

( 
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WASHINGTON  CITY. 

Register's  Office, 
Washington^  January  26,  1836. 
certify  that  the  whole  debt  of  the  corporation  of  Washington,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1836,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  .     $1,765,980  97 

exclusive  of  due  bills,  of  which  there  are  now  in  circu- 
lation  ...--.-  50,000  00 


1,815,980  97 


nd  that  the  interest  now  due  on  the  above  debt  amounts 
to  the  sum  of   -  -  -  -  -  -  70,098  53 


.^otal  amount  due  .....      1,886,079  60 

I  certify  that  the  above  statement  is  correctly  taken  from  the  books  of  the 
orporation  of  Washington. 

W^M.  HEWITT,  Register. 

Exclusive  of  the  above,  there  are  other  claims  against  the  corporation, 
le  amount  of  which  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  but  they  are  incon- 
iderable.  W.  U. 

William  A.  Bradley,  Esq.,  Mayor^  ^c. 

January  25,  1836. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  above  is  a  brief  exhibit  of  the  affairs  of  the  city  of 
V'ashington.     A  detailed  statement  will  be  furnished  if  desired. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  BRADLEY,  Mayor. 
Hon.  Wm.  B.  Shgpard. 


^c  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland^  December  31, 1832. 

The  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  by  their 
tidersigned  president  and  directors,  while  it  embraces  this  occasion  to 
inew  their  prior  memorials  to  your  honorable  body,  most  respectfully  rep- 
^9ents :  That,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  the  canal 
Hnmitted  to  their  care,  after  surmounting  the  legal  obstacles  which  im- 
ftded  its  progress  beyond  the  first  mountain  which  it  encountered  in  ascend- 
kg  the  valley  of  the  Potomac,  iias  been  placed  under  contract,  as  far  up  its 
mg  designated  route  as  eight  miles  above  the  town  of  Williamsport. 

At  this  point  a  dam  is  now  erecting  across  the  Potomac,  which  will  ex- 

^d  the  improved  navigation  eight  miles  farther  up  the  river,  by  means  of 

pood  of  still  water,  affording  nowhere  a  depth  of  less  than  six  feet 

^When  the  works  now  under  contract  shall  have  been  completed,  they 

^11  comprehend  102  miles  of  canal,  and  15  of  still- water  navigation,  adapt- 

A  to  boats  of  100  tons  burdeu. 
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For  the  construction  of  the  14  miles  of  this  canal,  next  above  the  Point 
of  Rocks,  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  Cotoctin  mountain,  public  contracts 
were  made,  after  due  notice,  on  the  I4th  of  March ;  for  the  sncceediucr  22J 
miles,  on  the  2d  of  June;  and  for  the  last  15  miles,  on  the  23d  of  August; 
being  as  early  as  practicable,  after  the  final  decision,  by  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals of  Maryland,  of  the  long  depending  controversy  between  your  In^ 
morialists  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  road  Company,  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac  ;  that  bank  which  had  been  early  aad 
uniformly  recommended  by  experienced  engineers,  as  affording  the  best  site 
for  the  canal,  on  account  as  well  of  its  southern  exposure,  as  of  the  superior 
facility  which,  on  careful  examination,  it  had  been  found  to  offer  for  the 
construction  of  such  a  work.  The  earliest  of  the  preceding  coutracts  pro- 
vided for  a  supply  of  water  by  a  feeder  from  Harper's  Ferry  falls,  to  the  26 
miles  of  canal  immediately  below  the  Point  of  Rocks,  which  the  above- 
mentioned  controversy  had  long  withheld  from  public  use,  and  rendered  i 
source  of  unrequited  expense  to  your  memorialists. 

Extending  from  the  head  of  those  falls  down  to  the  26  miles  next  above 
the  Seneca  feeder,  this  line  is  calculated,  by  means  of  a  lift-lock  immediately 
opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Shenandoah,  for  the  ready  admission  of  the 
boats  which  navigate  that  river,  while  it  will  remove  the  greatest  remaio- 
ing  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  by  overcoming,  io  the 
vicinity  of  Harper's  Ferry,  a  descent  of  32  feet  in  the  space  of  three  miles. 

This  part  of  the  new  work,  it  is  now  confidently  believed,  will  be  ready 
for  use  early  in  May  next.  The  contracts  for  its  construction  required  in 
completion  by  the  first  of  the  present  month ;  but,  suspended  in  its  progroi 
for  several  weeks  of  the  past  autumn,  by  the  prevalence  of  the  cholen, 
although  its  excavation  and  embankments  will  be  completed  during  the 
present  winter,  a  part  of  its  masonry  will  have  to  await  a  few  weeks  of 
open  weather  in  the  ensuin;^  spring. 

The  37^  miles  of  canal  above  the  head  of  Harper's  F«rry  falls  consist  of 
two  parts,  which  were  placed  under  contract  at  two  different  periods.  Thef 
comprehend  two  distinct  feeders  from  the  Potomac:  the  first  22^  mib 
deriving  a  supply  of  water  from  the  pond  created  by  a  dam  nowconstnict* 
ing  across  this  river,  two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Opecon  ;  and  the  ^^ 
mainins:  15  miles  from  a  similar  dam,  situated  22  miles  above  the  last,  and 
8  miles  above  Williamsport. 

The  fatal  disease  which  had  spread  alarm  throughout  the  world,  haviD|[ 
reached  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  shortly  after  the  abovementioned  coB' 
tracts  were  made,  their  execution  was  suspended  during  the  most  |m)fitahle 
season  for  labor.  But  the  contractors  for  the  most  difficult  sections  of  thi 
new  work  continue  to  express  entire  confidence  in  their  ability  to  compiei 
it  by  the  first  day  of  September  next,  the  period  stipulated  in  their  cofr 
tracts;  and  the  vigor  with  which  they  have  embraced  the  opportunity, flt 
forded  by  the  disappearance  of  the  cholera,  to  renew  their  operations,  fcif» 
ed  by  the  recent  discharge  of  labor  from  several  extensive  works  in  Ai 
adjacent  States,  affords  suflScient  grbnnd  for  this  confidence..  From  theM 
weekly  returns  by  the  several  assistant  engineers,  of  the  force  appliadlolb 
various  works  under  contract,  it  appears  that  there  were  employed  4,131 
mechanics  and  laborers,  827  horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  together  with  C^TOI 
pounds  of  gunpowder ;  and  that  this  force  was  daily  augmentinff. 

On  the  30th  day  of  November  last,  down  to  which  the  monthly  tmsiff 
report  of  the  1st  instant  brought  the  receipts  and  disbursemeotscrf'lheooa- 
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,  there  had  been  collected,  of  the  subscribed  stock  of  the  company^ 
Me  in  money,  the  sum  of  $2,375,806  75,  which,  deducted  from  the 
Dal  subscription,  left  to  be  collected  the  further  sum  of  $1,233,393  25. 

amount,  added  to  the  cash  on  hand  at  that  date,  $118,942  80,  made 
ggr^rate  resources  of  the  company,  for  the  completion  of  all  the  works 
r  contract,  $1,352,336  05,  exclusive  of  the  net  amount  of  tolls  for  the 
!nt  year,  after  deducting  the  cost  of  repairs  and  collections,  which  may 
r  be  computed  at  $31,500. 

the  annexed  exhibit,  this  amount  is  estimated  at  less  than  the  gross  sum 
ved  in  the  last  year,  from  the  22^  miles  of  canal  in  use ;  the  extension 
e  navifj:ation,  by  opening,  during  the  ensuing  spring,  as  is  now  confi- 
f  anticipated,  the  entire  line  below  the  head  of  Harper's  Ferry  falls, 
r  required  in  the  estimate,  to  do  no  more  than  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
rp,  lock  keepers,  and  collectors,  upon  the  64^  miles  which  will  then  be 
nttant  use. 

r  the  application  of  the  preceding  resources,  and  the  evidence  of  their 
etency  to  fulfil  all  the  existing  contracts  of  the  canal  company,  your 
iriaiistfl '  refer  to  the  accompanying  exhibit  which  has  been  prepared 
great  circumspection  and  labor,  both  on  the  part  of  the  engineers  and 
fflcers  of  the  company,  with  a  view  to  their  future  operations, 
will  be  seen  from  the  result  with  which  it  closes,  that  the  first  103 

of  the  canal  are  expected  to  cost,  without  any  deduction  for  numerous 
iditnres  not  strictly  chargeable  to  its  construction,  very  near  $35,000 
e.  This  sum  is,  however,  30  per  cent,  less  than  the  estimated  cost  of 
ime  line  of  canal  by  the  United  States  engineers,  when  its  breadth 
K>mputed  to  be  48  feet  at  the  surface  of  the  water;  its  depth  6  feel 
r  It;  its  tow  path  to  be  only  9  feet ;  and  its  berm  bank  5  feet  wide  at 
>p.  The  actual  canal,  on  the  other  hand,  has,  for  the  first  64^  miles,  a 
Ith  for  very  short  distances  reduced  a  few  feet  below ;  for  mnqh  greater 
loes  enlarged  beyond  60  feet;  and  has,  nowhere,  less  than  6  feet  depth 
Iter,  with  a  tow-path  12,  and  a  berm  bank  8  feet  wide  at  top.  These 
naions,  which  continue  to  the  head  of  Harper's  Ferry  falls,  are  pre- 
d  above,  except  that  in  all  thorough  cuts,  and  steep  hiU-side  cutting, 
lifficnlt  rock  excavation,  it  has  been  deenoed  expedient  to  reduce  its 
Ith,  at  the  water  surface,  to  60  feet  la  the  former  estimate,  moreover, 
lowanee  was  made  for  land  riglits,  nor  for  the  salaries  of  officers  and 
leera,  and  other  contingencies,  amounttfufi  in  fact,  to  $260,000,  all  of 
h  are  included  in  the  annexed  exhibit  of  the  cost  of  the  10*^  miles  of 
I.  Had  not  the  competition  for  labor,  by  which  its  cost,  lo  the  con- 
irs,  was  augmented,  after  the  first  contracts,  in  1828,  more  than  30  per 
,  swelled  the  price  of  its  various  works,  the  canal,  already  constructed 
inder  oontract,  might  have  been  oompiisted  for  half  the  suai  al  which 
s^stinaated  by  thooe  engineers,  notwithstanding  its  ineieased  dimanr 

le  87^  miles  above  the  head  of  Harper^  Ferry  falls,  let  ux^ficsr  oircush 
ss  aoniewhat  more  favorable,  from  the  avspeiision  of  the  neighboring 
I  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  the  completion  of  tJie  Juniafo 
•f  Pennsylvania,  and  the  near  completion  of  the  grand  canal  of  Ohio, 
mfifietttly  expected  to  cost  less  than  $27,000  per  mile.  Yet  tbeee  371 
oompvebend  two  considerable  aqnedoots  of  stone,  48  culverts,  and  10 
ckS|  with  two  gaardlocks  and  elevated  dams  across  the  Potomao,  efr 
sd  together  at  more  than  ^110,000. 
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Your  memorialists  believe,  therefore,  that  the  cost  of  the  remaining  84 
miles  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  canal  may  be  computed  at  ^25,000  per 
mile,  supposing  no  reduction  of  its  present  dimensions,  or  of  the  soliditf 
and  strength  of  its  various  works. 

Having,  however,  complied  with  all  the  provisions  of  their  charter,  by 
placing  under  contract  102  miles  of  canal,  and  endeavoring  to  complete 
them  within  five  years  from  its  commencement,  notwithstanding  the  lefsil 
obstructions  by  which  they  were  deprived  of  three  and  a  half  years  of  thil 
period,  they  propose  a  plan  of  completing  the  residue,  alike  expedient  and 
consistent  with  the  remaining  obligations  of  their  charter. 

This  allows,  for  the  completion  of  the  entire  eastern  section,  twelve  yean 
from  its  commencement ;  so  that,  adding  three  and  a  half  years  for  the  time 
that  the  company  have  been  obstructed  in  their  labor,  by  the  interpositioB 
of  the  legal  authority  of  one  of  the  parties  to  their  charter,  the  whole  period 
applicable  to  this  end  is  fifteen  years  and  a  half,  which  would  carry  forvaid 
the  time  that  may  lawfully  be  consumed  in  completing  this  section  of  185 
miles  to  the  5th  of  October,  1843. 

Supposing  that  the  contractors,  now  at  work,  fulfil  their  enj^ragenKOtt; 
102  miles  of  this  section  will,  however,  have  been  finished  and  in  public 
use  before  the  1st  of  October  next ;  and  should  the  plan  proposed  in  tiM 
accompanying  exhibit  meet  with  adequate  support,  58  miles  of  addi* 
tional  canal  and  20  miles  of  still-water  will  have  carried  the  navigatioo 
of  the  Potomac,  with  a  depth  of  water  suited  to  100  ton-boats,  to  9  mSti 
beyond  Cumberland,  by  the  fall  of  1S35 ;  or,  in  a  period  less,  by  15  roontio^ 
than  the  time  allowed  by  the  charter  for  the  completion  of  100  miles  d 
canal. 

This  result  supposes  the  augmentation  of  the  funds  of  the  Chesapetb 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company  by  a  subscription  of  $1,440,000. 

After  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  this  sum,  there  will  remain  ibtf 
intervals  of  still-water,  the  longest  but  9  miles  in  extent,  to  be  substitoMl 
by  short  canals,  uniting  and  continuing  one  line  of  uniform  navigatioo  9  f 
to  the  feeder,  a  mile  above  Cumberland.    And  for  this  last  labor  tbezvwi  h 
remain,  unexpired,  five  years  of  the  period  allowed  by  the  charter,  AoM  F 
no  further  time  be  claimed  by  the  company  on  account  of  the  legal  ob- 
structions, which  impeded  their  progress  for  three  years  and  a  half. 

The  annexed  exhibit  distributes  into  three  distinct  parts  the  residoeflf 
the  eastern  section  of  the  canal,  after  the  part  now  under  contract  dal 
have  been  finished. 

The  first  of  these  three  divisions,  as  well  as  the  most  important,  willbi 
the  extension  of  the  improved  navigation  from  the  dam  8  miles  abow  W 
liamsport  to  a  point  9  miles  above  tne  mouth  of  the  Gacapon,  by  meant  of  i 
dam,  which  will  cause  the  water  of  the  Potomac  to  back  up  that  bnnol^ 
now  navigable,  in  high  floods,  for  60  miles,  to  a  point  above  the  eontfifli 
boundary  of  the  counties  of  Hardy  and  Hampshire,  in  Yirgjoia;  and* 
canal  of  17^  miles  only,  by  connecting  the  still-water,  above  this  dan^wii 
that  occasioned  by  the  dam  next  below  it,  will  add  to  the  117  miles  of  i* 
proved  navigation  26i  miles  more,  at  an  expense  not  ezceedinj;  $XOfiKA 

The  second  part  ofthe  proposed  plan  contemplates  the  erecUon  of  a  dii^ 
less  elevated  than  the  last,  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  the  south  bnnel 
of  the  Potomac,  and  a  canal,  extending  thence,  a  distance  of  26j^  mils^ii 
the  head  of  the  basin  of  still-water  formed  by  the  dani,  at  the  moutii  of  III 
Gacapon. 


47  [  877  ] 

last  dam  will  cause  back  water  a  considerable  distance  up  the 

ranch,  and  three  miles  up  the  main  river,  to  the  foot  of  Alum  hill, 

miles,  only,  below  Cumberland.    The  cost  of  this  work  would 

require  the  expenditure  of  $570,000,  while  it  added  twenty  eight 

ilf  miles  to  the  improved  navigation. 

lird  and  last  part  of  the  plan  here  proposed,  comprehends  a  dam 
e  Potomac,  at  a  ledge  of  rocks  one  mile  above  Cumberland ;  and  a 
iBing  thence  through  Cumberland,  and  by  an  aqueduct  elevated 
e  feet  above  the  surface  of  Wills's  creek,  a  distance,  in  all,  of  fif- 
I  a  half  miles,  to  the  next  basin  of  still-water,  at  the  foot  of  Alum 
owing  for  the  great  elevation  of  this  dam,  the  aqueduct  over  Wills's 
id  the  expense  of  passing  through  the  town  of  Cumberland,  the 
lion  of  eleven  locks,  and  some  deep  cutting,  this  part  of  the  canal 
lably  cost  $520,000. 

3  completion  of  these  various  works,  boats  laden,  each  with  2,800 
)f  coal  or  lime,  with  1,0(K)  barrels  of  flour,  60  cords  of  firewood, 
ons  of  lumber,  when  not  impeded  by  ice,  may  descend,  from  the 
:  the  forests  and  the  vicinity  of  the  coal  banks,  on  the  head-waters 
Dtomac,  and,  passing  through  Cumberland,  reach,  in  seven  days, 
3ense  of  $35,  the  markets  of  the  Potomac,  on  tide-water.  Their 
f  empty,  will  add  $35  more  to  the  cost  of  their  freight, 
e  completion  of  the  dam  at  the  mouth  of  the  Opecon,  and  of  the 
1  and  a  half  miles  of  canal  immediately  below  it,  by  extending  the 
1  navigation  above  the  cultivated  borders  of  the  Potomac,  to  the 
Df  the  forests  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  would  open  the  door, 
tely,  to  an  extensive  and  productive  commerce  in  lumber,  in  lime 
ire  as  well  as  cement,  and  in  all  the  mineral  productions  of  the 
untainous  region  of  the  central  States  of  the  Union, 
ine  of  canal  will  pass  through  the  town  of  Hancock,  in  Maryland, 
istance  of  six  miles  from  that  of  Bath,  in  Virginia,  where  it  will 
contact  with  the  artificial  road  between  Baltimore  and  Wheeling. 
Kiuce  to  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  of  excellent  road,  the  portage 
Brownsville,  on  the  Monon^hela,  and  the  permanent  navigation 
ver  Potomac.  It  will  occasion  an  immediate  transfer  of  a  part  of 
nerce  of  that  road  to  the  valley  of  the  river,  at  least  as  far  down 
}int  of  Rocks,  where,  in  proceeding  towards  a  market,  it  will  meet 
petition  of  sixty  seven  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
with  fifty  miles  of  continuous  water  transit,  by  a  canal,  on  which 
lorse  can  easily  draw,  at  his  usual  speed  in  walking,  a  boat  laden 
f  tons :  with  the  same  animal  that  with  like  spe^,  is  found  to 
this  railroad  about  three  and  a  half  tons,  except,  indeed,  at  its  in* 
anes,  where,  to  produce  even  this  effect,  his  power  must  be  trebled, 
raveller  from  the  west,  after  crossing  the  Allegany,  will  enter  a 
oat  at  Hancock,  propelled,  as  those  on  the  Ardrossan  canal  of  Scot- 
the  rate  of  nine  or  ten  miles  an  hour,  and  reach  Washington  in  a 
ly  of  comparative  rest.  > 

ttle  doubt,  therefore,  can  be  entertained,  that  the  extension  of  the 
yn  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  mode  proposed,  to  a  point  nine  miles 
e  mouth  of  the  Cacapon,  would,  ot  itself,  impart  new  vigor  to  the 
ire  and  commerce  of  the  country  and  markets  of  tbo  PotomaCi 
ts  various  tributaries,  the  Shenandoah,  the  Opecon,  the  Cacapon, 
South  Branch,  the  Monocacy,  Antietam,  and  Conococheague.       : 
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Bat  the  resources  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  are,  at 
present,  incompetent  to  this  purpose;  and  for  this  reason  your  menx)rial- 
ists  now  appeal  to  your  honorable  body,  for  such  further  aid  aa  your  wis- 
dom and  liberality  may  please  to  grant  to  their  great  enterprise. 

Your  memorialists  lorbear  to  urge  upon  your  patriotism,  because  such 
an  effort  is  as  unnecessary  as  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  them,  the  motive 
for  grantmg  the  aid  which  they  seek,  set  forth  by  your  predecessors  in  their 
charter  of  incorporation.  To  give  to  this  motive  utterance,  however,  can 
never  be  inigrateful  to  an  American  ear.  It  was  the  preservation  of  that 
Union  which  so  many  illustrious  men  contributed  to  establish,  and  which 
has  never,  at  any  period  since  its  existence,  made  louder  or  more  urgent 
calls  tor  support  on  those  who  justly  appreciate  its  blessings. 

Torn  by  rival  interests,  which  threaten  its  immediate  diraolution,  is  it  do( 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  allay  their  irritation,  and,  where  practicable,  to 
moderate  their  force}  And  can  any  agency  be  so  judiciously  employed 
for  this  laudable  purpose,  as  the  intimate  union  of  those  very  interesti  io 
an  exchange  of  reciprocal  benefits?  What  is  the  policy  of  the  States  col* 
lectively,  in  relation  to  each  other,  is  alike  incumbent  on  each  of  tbtm, 
in  relation  to  its  fmrts,  and  on  each  part  in  relation  to  the  whole  coiiuuod< 
wealth. 

Your  memorialists  have  been  told  that  the  Potomac  interests  have  suf- 
fered, in  the  councils  of  Maryland,  because  the  market  which  they  natorallf 
seek  is  no  longer  comprehended  within  her  boundary.  But  the  act  which 
separated  this  market  from  the  parent  State,  was  that  of  your  predeoesaoii^ 
and  left  to  those  of  your  memorialists  who  inhabit  the  ceded  territory,  m 
alternative  but  submission  ;  least  of  all  can  that  act  justly  deprive  themanj 
thousand  citizens  of  Maryland,  who  still,  and  shoulcl  ever,  find  their 
market  on  the  shores  of  the  Potomac,  of  the  fostering  care  of  their  Stall 
government. 

The  canal,  which  ho  long  labored  to  preserve  its  early  destined  rooH 
along  the  iiorthern  shore  of  the  Potomac,  is  now  assured  to  the  Slate  of 
Maryland,  with  all  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  many  viUagea^  towui 
and  cities,  destined,  hereafter,  to  arise  on  its  banks. 

If  a  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  this  result,  it  is  in  the  power  of  thi 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland  to  remove  that  doubt,  by  accepting  tb 
liberal  cession  offered  by  her  sister  State,  of  all  the  interest  of  that  cob* 
monweaith,  in  the  water  power  created  by  the  several  feeders  from  ibi 
Potomac. 

These  may  be  beneficially  multiplied,  as  the  uses  of  the  canal  an  it 
^eloped,  so  as  to  promote  its  triple  end— manufactures,  conuneroe,  aal 
navigation.  Each  new  dam,  while  it  shall  accommodate  the  trade  of  Ttt 
gfinia,  will  facilitate  the  main  purpose  of  the  canal,  by  obviating  the  BaH» 
aity  of  a  strong  current  in  its  descent,  and  by  quickening  the  lenawil  tf  ft 
navigation,  after  it  shall  have  been  at  any  niooient  suspended. 

Your  niemorialisis  do  not  presume  to  set  limits  to  tte  aid  which  a  ^mH 
wise,  and  liberal  commonwealth  shall  afibrd  to  an  enterprise  deeply  qM^ 
asting  to  a  very  large  portion  of  her  citiaens.  Whatever  further  aid  it  vf 
be  her  pleasure  to  grant,  the  undersigned  will  jenratefuily  ackaowle^g<^ 

They  wouM  be  remiss  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  to  their  cooHilfr 
ents  it,  before  ihey  closed  this  protracted  appeal  to  your  patriociiB  a|i 
liberality,  they  foiled  to  notice  the  efforts  which  are  still  aoade  to  '  ' 
from  the  charaoter  and  utility  of  the  work  which  they  havo^  to  hit 
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iilly  conducted ;  and,  as  it  is  believed,  as  yet,  without  even  the  imputad 
lefault  of  a  single  individnul,  of  the  very  many,  intrusted  with  the  disbune- 
nent  of  the  Iar«je  sums  which  it  has  cost. 

The  plan  of  the  work  has  already  been  detailed.  It  is  founded  on  a 
areful  apph'cation  of  the  well  ascertained  principles  of  experimental  phila- 
ophy,  to  a  canal  of  jrreat  length  and  considerable  lockage,  which  requira 
nlarged  dimensions  in  order  to  sustain  its  commerce  against  rival  channels 
f  intercourse.  To  those  enlarged  dimensions,  exclusively,  may  be  ascribed 
fie  superior  efficacy  of  its  moving  power,  which  assigns  to  a  single  horse  of 
rdinary  strenaih  the  transportation  of  fifty  tons,  and  to  two  horses  and 
dree  persons  that  of  one  hundred  ions,  at  the  rate  of  from  two  and  a  half 
J  three  miles  an  hour. 

Pot  the  manner  of  its  execution,  the  breadth  and  solidity  of  its  embank- 
oents,  and  the  excellence  of  all  its  masonry,  your  memorialists  refer  to  the 
iccoropanying  report  of  two  engineers,  of  high  rank  in  the  service  of  the 
Jniled  Slates,  who  were  charged  with  its  careful  inspection,  and  were 
rompted,  by  no  motive  of  interest,  to  slight  or  abuse  their  trust. 

If  a  large  part  of  the  expense  of  this  great  work  has  been  incurred  within 
le  District  of  Columbia,  it  was  by  the  voice  of  the  stockholders,  and, 
aioog  them,  of  the  proxies  of  Maryland  and  of  the  United  States,  in  pur- 
uance  of  the  pi>sitive  requisition  of  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the 
ubscription  of  one  million  to  the  common  stock ;  and  that  requisition, 
ffompted  by  the  desire  of  affording  an  ample  supply  of  water,  at  a  suitable 
Bvel,  to  the  Maryland  canal,  by  which  your  predecessors  proposed  to  con- 
lect  llie  waters  of  the  Potomac  with  the  harbor  of  Baltimore. 

Something  was  due  to  the  very  large  subscription  of  the  cities  and  people 
^f  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  whom  near  two  millions  had  been  8nb« 
icribed,  or  four-sevenths  of  the  capital  of  the  common  enterprise,  in  the 
confident  expectation  that  it  would  descend  to  a  point  where  the  canal-boat 
9oald  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  sea-vessel,  without  the  inconvenience 
Mid  cost  of  an  intermediate  transhipment  of  the  cargo  of  the  former,  or  a 
ehange.of  Its  propelling  power,  for  several  miles  above  the  end  of  its  voyage. 

And  here,  the  undersigtied  would  terminate  their  memorial,  did  not 
another  view  of  the  entire  subject,  in  behalf  of  which  they  have  appproached 
yoo,  call  for  some  consideration. 

They  allude  to  the  persevering  efforts,  in  contradiction  of  all  the  recent 
eipeiience,  both  of  Europe  and  America,  to  exalt  railroads  above  canals  as 
■nperior  channels  of  trade  and  intercourse,  as  well  for  heavy  as  for  lighter 
feavdens. 

The  undersigned  aver  that,  after  the  roost  dili^nt  investigation,  coq- 
■^Med  under  a  lull  sense  of  the  responsibility,  in  which  it  involrad  thenii 
■i  well  as  their  constituents,  they  have  discovered  no  reason  to  doaM  ttie 

3Bdiency  of  their  first  decision  as  to  the  best  mode  of  improving  thechali- 
of  Gomraerce  afforded  by  the  valley  of  the  Potomac. 
'la  a  memorial,  by  the  undersigned,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  SMIes 
•^  their  last  session,  they  fielt  themselves  constrained,  by  peculiar  and  Viiy 
**|geiit  obligations,  to  present  to  the  public  the  result  of  a  laborious  inquiry 
^  the  comparative  value  of  railroads  and  canals.  They  beg  leave  to  ac- 
'^pany  their  present  with  a  copy  of  that  memorial,  and  to  ftdd,  that  they 
^^  seen  no  refutation  of  any  of  the  positions  which  they  have  there  main- 
lined. 
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On  the  contrary,  all  their  more  recent  intelligence  jserves  but  to  conobo- 
rate  the  conclusions  which  prior  experience  had  estdblishecL 

If  they  have  erred,  that  error  is  now  shared  by  a  very  great  proportion  of 
the  British  as  well  as  of  the  American  public.  The  company  recently  in- 
corporated by  New  Jersey,  and  who  paid  a  heavy  premium  for  their  charter, 
to  construct  either  a  canal  or  a  railroad,  or  both,  between  the  Delaware  and 
the  Raritan,  have  advanced  zealously  and  vigorously  with  ttieir  canal,  which 
requires  a  feeder,  more  than  twenty  miles  long,  to  supply  it  with  water ;  and 
have  deferred  the  construction  of  their  railroad,  at  least,  till  their  canal  be 
completed. 

It  is  believed  that  no  railway  of  two  tracks,  constructed  north  of  the 
Potomac,  for  the  intercommunication  of  persons  and  property  (and  your 
memorialists  are  apprized  of  the  cost  of  no  less  than  six),  has  required  less 
for  its  construction  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  mile.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained, from  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailnad 
Company,  that  their  road  to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  sixty  seven  miles  and  i 
half  in  length,  will  cost,  if  its  contingent  expenses  are  included,  without  any 
charge  whatever  for  its  moving  power,  very  near  thirty-four  thousand  dol- 
lars a  mile ;  while,  to  finish  it  on  its  imperfect  plan,  with  the  superstructure 
of  its  principal  viaduct,  that  over  the  river  Monocacy,  of  wood,  will,  in  all 
probability,  excend  iis  cost  beyond  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  a  mile. 

In  a  recent  estimate,  annexed  to  the  same  report,  for  a  railroad  of  two 
tracks,  twenty-nine  miles  in  length,  between  the  Baltimore  railway  and  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  their  principal  enfpneeraeu 
down  its  cost  at  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  a  mile,  without  any  chaip 
whatever  for  its  moving  power.    An  estimate  lately  published  in  Engiand, 
for  a  railway  of  two  tracks  between  London  and  Birmingham,  exceedi 
ninety-eight  thousand  dollars  a  mile.    And  the  more  recent  report  of  tb 
canal  commissioners,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  gives  for  the  avenge 
cost  of  the  two  railroads,  in  length  118  miles,  which  she  is  now  constnd- 
ing,  more  than  $36,400  a  mile,  while  that  of  six  distinct  canals,  in  hngtli 
134  miles,  exceeds  but  little  ^17,000.     The  former  being,  to  the  htter,  Jl: 
in  the  ratio  of  2.11  to  1.    Yet,  the  first  error  of  the  advocates  of  thenpe- 
riority  of  railroads  to  canals,  consisted  in  estimating  the  cost  of  the  latter  it  f^ 
three  and  some  of  them  at  four  times  that  of  the  former.    Assuming,  ho» 
ever,  to  be  true,  what  experience  by  no  means  justifies,  that  canals  eorttf 
maicb  as  railroads,  their  tolls  designed  to  sustain  their  fixed  capital  and  H 
pay  a  reasonable  profit  on  its  outlay,  might  be  the  same  in  amount  piofidil  | 
the  cost  of  their  repairs  was  also  equal.    Here,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  witht 
any  desi^  to  pursue  the  comparison  further  than  by  a  reference  to  the  i 
companymg  memorial,  that  canals  have  a  decided  advantage  over  railndb;  j 
though  it  is  one  which  sufficient  time  has  not  been,  as  yet,  allowed,  ob  iV 
railroad  constructed  for  the  carriage  of  persons  as  well  as  commoditia^fclf  1 
to  appreciate.    It  is  too  obvious  to  require  comment,  that,  while  camdf  l^  J 
^aire  solidity  from  time  and  use,  every  part  of  a  railroad  is  perishable  onfl  I 
itB  graduation. 

Supposing,  however,  the  original  cost  of  both  species  of  internal  ( 
nication  to  be  the  same,  and  that  they  require  like  sums  for  their 
repair,  there  yet  remains  a  third  inquiry  to  be  answered,  before  tbew nh*  j 
tive  economy  can  be  definitively  settled  ;  ond  this  respects  the  reladfeeotf 
of  their  moving  power,  or  their  relative  expenses  of  transportation. 
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also,  experience  is  greatly  needed,  because  the  cost  of  this  power 
pend,  as  to  the  road,  on  the  state  of  its  repairs,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
SB  on  a  perfectly  new  than  upon  an  old  and  much  worn  railroad  ; 
te  older  a  canal  becomes,  if  well  constructed  at  first,  the  less  expense 
squire  for  repairs  of  any  sort,  except,  indeed,  for  the  doors  of  its 
ises  and  the  gates  of  its  locks. 

lition  to  the  aiuhoricies,  on  this  branch  of  inquiry,  cited  in  the  ac* 
^ng  memorial,  the  last  semiannual  report  of  the  Liverpool  and 
sCer  Railroad  Company  has  supplied  one  which  corroborates  the 
on  of  the  memorial,  that  the  cost  of  transportation,  or  of  the  moving 
n  the  best  constructed  railroad,  is  very  near,  if  not  quite,  six  times 

as  on  an  ordinary  canal. 

total  disbursements,  per  ton,  of  merchandise,  for  the  carriaj^  on 
d  of  57,881  tons,  during  the  six  months  ending  the  30th  ot  June 
>unted  to  eight  shillings  sterling  per  ton,  or  to  192  cents  for  thirty 
road,  being  at  the  rate  of  6,-^^  cents  per  ton  per  mile.  Deducting 
3  sterling,  or  9^  cents  <'  for  rates  and  taxes  and  interest  on  loans,^ 
{port  requires,  and  there  remains  a  charge  for  transportation,  exclu- 
oils,  exceeding  6  cents  a  ton  per  mile,  which  is  more  than  six  times 
.1  freight  on  the  canals  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio, 
ler  recent  confirmation  of  this  position  of  the  undersigned  is  deri- 
im  the  wellascertained  and  continued  prices  of  railrocui  and  catial 
%  Great  Britain.  The  document  which  supplies  this  information 
try  peculiar  authenticity,  being  the  British  trade  lists,  published 
It  the  custom-house  in  London,  under  the  authority  of  a  public  offi- 
nd  to  the  verity  of  his  printed  statements  by  the  duties  of  his  public 
md  without,  in  this  case,  an  apparent  reason  for  the  slightest  devia^ 
n  truth  ;  which,  if  committed,  could  be  most  easily  detected  and 
»  and  would,  doubtless,  be  punished  by  his  removal. 
3ears,  from  a  series  of  those  weeicly  lists,  descending  through  the 
r  down  to  the  4th  day  of  September  last,  that  the  price  of  the  Liver* 
I  Manchester  railroad  stock,  which  was  at  £210  sterling  the  share, 
had  fallen,  and  had  continued,  for  a  series  of  those  reports,  depress- 
180  the  share,  while  the  dividend  of  the  company  had  sunk  one  per 
the  same  time. 

effect  has  been  ascribed  to  the  approaching  use  of  steam-carriages 
ommon  roads  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  and  this  may 
part  operated  ;  as  it  threatens  the  most  productive,  perhaps  the  only 
iductive,  custom  of  this  road.  The  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  dur- 
rt  of  the  last  summer,  has  also  been  alleged  as  one  of  the  causes  of 
len  depreciation  of  this  stock,  which,  although  nominally  £100  a 
M  actually  cost  a  great  deal  more,  through  the  loss  of  interest  to  its 
m. 

leclension  of  the  public  cariosity  which  early  prompted  so  many 
from  every  part  of  the  British  dominion3  to  visit  this  road,  has  also 
isidered  as  a  reason  why  it  has  been  less  used  by  travellers  in  the 
year,  and  has,  therefore,  lost  a  part  of  its  revenue ;  and  this  is  ap-^. 
rom  the  relative  number  of  passengers  reported  in  the  last  compared 
I  preceding  semi-annual  report. 

lat  no  one  of  these  causes,  nor  all  of  them  combined,  can  be  regard* 
B  most  efficient  agent  in  occasioning  the  declension  of  the  market 

this  stock  is  conclusively  proved  by  one  other  very  remorfcabU 
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foxA :  that,  in  the  same  period  in  which  fhia  9tock  has  fallen  in  price,  that 
of  the  Mersey  and  Lrwell  Navigation  Company y  whose  line  of  coaunom- 
cation,  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  exceeds,  by  14  miles  in  length, 
the  railroad,  had  risen,  in  the  same  market,  from  £525  the  share  of  £100 
to  £720,  or  reached  the  extraordinary  advance,  in  less  than  a  twelvemonth, 
of  195  per  cent. 

When  it  is  reflected  that  this  company  have  another  rival  in  the  very 
productive  canal  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  late  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater^ 
canal,  it  cannot  longer  be  doubted  that  the  fears  entertained  of  the  canabof 
Great  Britain  beins^  supplanted  by  her  railroads,  have  been  dissipated  by 
time,  the  only  infallible  test  of  truth  in  every  branch  of  experimental  |d)y- 
losophy. 

The  same  test  has  sunk  the  price  of  the  stock  of  the  new  railroad  between 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  the  rival  communication  between  those  towDa^ of 
a  water  line  of  transportation  of  three  times  its  length  by  the  State  caul 
eighty  per  cent.,  the  price  which  that  stock  had,  at  one  time,  risen  above 
par  in  the  market  of  N^ew  York. 

The  undersigned  do  not  deny  the  utility  of  railroads,  and  would,  with 
regret,  be  considered  as  enemies  of  any  species  of  internal  improvement 
Though  desirous  of  the  speedy  union  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  waten, 
by  means  of  the  great  enterprise  planned  by  your  predecessors,  and  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  they  have  a  much  deeper  interest  in  the  union  and 
prosperity  of  their  common  country. 

They  accordingly,  without  waiting  an  appeal  to  their  constituents,  most 
readily  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Compuy 
for  liberty  to  cross  the  Potomac  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  at  the 
point  where  the  efforts  of  that  company  had  so  long  and  injuriously  arrested 
the  progress  of  their  labor. 

If  they  they  did  not  concede  all  that  they  were  requested  to  grant,  it  wit 
because  their  duty  required  them  to  preserve  the  canal  from  the  danger oi 
being  projected  into  the  rapid  current  of  the  Potomac,  by  giving  place  to& 
railroad  along  its  berm  bank  beneath  stupendous  cliffs ;  of  having  its  falnre 
repairs  impeded,  if  not  totally  obstructed ;  and  its  connexion  with  thetdjaF 
cent  country  practically  excluded  by  the  occupation,  by  another  company, 
of  the  only  bank  of  the  canal  by  which  its  navigation  could  be  approtchel 
without  obstructing  its  tow-path. 

It  was  after  this  decision  that  it  came,  by  accident,  to  the  knowledfjeof 
the  undersigned  that  your  honorable  body  desired  the  propoMjaof  thatOQ» 
pcmy  to  be  submitted  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  A- 
lial  Companv. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  company  was  accordingly  conveiied  on  i^ 
^.idiortest  possible  notice,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Greoeral  Am 
-communicated  to  them  in  the  only  form  in  which  it  had  coi&e  to 
^««dge  of  the  undersigned. 

Among  the  accompanying  exhibits  are  the  several  reports 
-of  the  general  meeting,  which,  from  an  earnest  desire  to  leooodklUr 
UMUise  of  duty  towards  the  great  work,  in  the  constraction  of  whicb  Aif  ^| 
-engaged,  with  their  earnest  desire  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Ibi  00^  I 
r^al  Assembly,  adjourned,  from  time  to  time,  for  several  months  iirsfl 
j.sk>n. 

The  stockholders  having  themselves  expressed,  in  those  reports  mi 
lutions,  their  own  views  of  the  proposals  of  the  railroad  oompsnyi  it 
ix>l  become  heundei^giaedLVomXfixv^^xvVv^m. 
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deeimoD  of  the  general  meeting  terminated  in  the  adoption,  hf  d 
njoiity  of  the  stockholders,  of  a  resolution  moved  by  the  proxy  of  thc^ 
States — the  most  disinterested  party  to  the  common  enterprise  of  the 
corporations  and  governments  who  gave  it  being. 
»,  however,  prompts,  if  it  does  not  require,  the  undersigned  to  odd, 
last  proposition  ot  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  made 
lently  to  the  final*  adjournment  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  had  it 
iceded  to,  would  have  involve.1  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  several  per- 
ID  had,  prior  to  any  interposition  of  the  General  Assembly  in  favor 
iroposed  compromise,  or  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  under- 
that  such  interposition  was  proposed  or  intended,  undertaken,  by 
contract,  the  actual  construction  of  the  canal  between  the  Point  of 
ind  the  head  of  Harper's  Ferry  falls  on  its  original  plan,  and  upon 
lighly  beneficial  to  your  memorialists,  but  wholly  inconsistent  with' 
proposition  of  the  railroad  company.  This  proposition,  as  finally 
i,  expressly  involved  the  addition  of  another  year  to  the  long  period 
which  a  large  part  of  their  expended  capital  has  been  rendered  un- 
ive  by  the  injunction  of  the  chancellor  of  Maryland ;  and  the  mbd- 
I  neither  promised  nor  suggested  any  indemnity  for  the  past,  nor 
3nt  security  against  future  delay. 

le  meantime,  the  railroad  company  was  to  continue  to  reap  every 
advanta£re  from  liavino;  arrived  nt  the  point  of  competition  with 
lemorialists  for  the  entire  commerce  of  the  Potomac ;  while  the 
tanal  below  this  point  was  to  serve  only  as  an  idle  monument  to  de- 
5  gross  inequality  of  that  competition.  The  works  of  this  comptmy 
ciual  contract  were  to  pass  far  beyond  the  control  of  your  memori- 
'ho  had  made  those  contracts,  into  the  hands  of  another  company, 
lerty  to  delay  their  completion  for  twelve  months  longer  than  the  pe- 
:>pciaed  in  the  subsisting  contracts,  and  as  much  longer  as  events 
ender  unavoidable. 

undersigned  having:  been  generously  assured,  by  a  distinguished 
'  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  that  no  serious  injury  to  the  canal 
ntemplated  by  the  resolution  which  he  had  himself  originated,  as 
iderstood,  did  believe,  as  they  yet  do,  that,  in  refusing  to  accede  to 
oposals,  tiiey  were  advancing,  not  only  the  interests  ot  the  company 
\  to  their  care,  but  the  higher  interests  of  all  the  parties  who  had 
in  their  charter  of  incorporation.  In  this  belief  they  are  confirmed 
'  intimate  knowledge  of  both  shores  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  opinion 
od  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  a  former  Legis- 
)f  Maryland,  when  they  announced  their  reason  for  preferring  to 
e  Potomac  at  the  Point  of  Kocks,  to  constructing  a  road  to  Harper's 
nd  there  crossing  the  river,  in  the  event  that  the  then  depending 
ersy  of  the  two  companies  should  be  settled,  as  it  has  subsequently 
ee  page  65). 

;of  all  could  the  undersized  suppose,  though  an  eflfort  to  that  effect 
igently  prosecuted,  that  the  reproach  could  attach  to  the  proceedings 
▼et,  or  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  of  having 
ted  the  slightest  disregard  of  the  wishes  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
g  the  repeated  advice  of  all  the  scientific  engineers  who  planned,  or 
noe  conducted,  their  canal  along  its  present  route,  and  in  yielding  to 
erated  expression  of  their  convictions  that  the  course  proposed  by 
timore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  though  not  so  dea[\g;cv^^SxN& 
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presnmed,  would  lead  to  the  serious  injury,  if  not  to  the  total  defeat,  ot  their 
whole  enterprise. 

The  undersigned  feel  that  an  apology  is  due  to  your  honorable  body  ibr 
the  very  extended  length  of  their  memorial. 

They  would  fain  hope  that  it  may  be  found  in  the  very  great  importance 
of  the  subject  to  which  the  memorial  relates.  It  involves,  in  truth,  the  con- 
tinuation of  a  great  enterprise,  so  far  prosperously  conducted,  and  which,  in 
its  very  conception,  a  former  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  solemnly  ooo- 
cuned  with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Le^slatures  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania,  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  a  work  '<  of  ^reat  profit  afld 
advantage  to  the  people"  of  Maryland,  "  and  of  the  neighbonng  States,  and 
which  may  ultimately  tend  to  establish  a  connected  navigation  between  ite 
eastern  and  western  States,  so  as  to  extend  and  multiply  the  means  uidb- 
cilities  of  internal  commerce  and  personal  intercourse  between  the  two  giwt 
sections  of  the  United  States,  and  to  interweave  more  closely  all  the  matoil 
interests  and  affections  that  are  calculated  to  consolidate  and  perpetuate  the 
vital  principles  of  the  Union.*' 

In  behidf  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  by  oidff  of 
the  president  and  directors  thereof, 

C.  F.  MERCER, 
PresH  of  the  Chesapeake  ^  Ohio  Canal  Compatt/. 
^  Canal  Office,  December  31,  1832. 


A  list  of  exhibits  and  documents  accompanying  the  memmiaL 

A  report  of  the  president  of  the  company  on  the  state  of  the  finances. 
A  report  of  the  president  of  the  company  to  the  directors,  on  a  phnrf 

extending  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  to  Cumberland,  by  the  jpht 

1836. 
A  report  of  Colonel  John  J.  Abert,  and  Colonel  James  Kearney,  upMM 

examination  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  from  Washiagn 

city  to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  made  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
A  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  Cwpff^ 

presented  December  19, 1831. 
Proceedings  of  the  s:eneral  meeting,  and  reports  of  the  committefli  i 

stockholders,  in  1^32,  respecting  the  proposals  of  the  Baltimore  aoi 

Ohio  Railroad  Company  for  a  joint  construction  of  the  canal  and  lA 

road  between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Ferry. 
Extract  from  a  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  aoi 

Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  theSlit^ 

January,  1831. 
The  charters,  by  laws,  and  legislative  history  of  the  Potomac  and  Ch» 

peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Companies,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  001" 

ventions  which  led  to  the  incorporation  of  the  latter. 
The  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  last  annual  reports  of  the  Cbesapeik* 

and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
The  treasurer's  report  of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  company,  on  ito 

2d  of  January,  1833. 
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ttnuifrom  a  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Baitimore  and 
(Miio-  Railroad  Company  to  the  Legislature  of  Maryland.  Prinied  ai 
Annapolis^  1831. 

"  The  seventh  proposition  provided  for  the  compromise  of  all  existing 
Bcnlties,  along  the  entire  distance  of  collision  :  tliat  is,  from  the  Point  m 
icks  to  Cumberland.  This  was  rejected  altogether  by  the  canal  compa- 
,  which  would  not  agree  to  a  compromise  further  than  Harper's  F^fiTi 
jrond  which  point,  the  exclusive  right  to  prior  choice  of  route  was  stiU 
limed  by  it  under  any  circumstances. 

■*  It  was  evidently  immaterial  to  this  company,  whether  the  delay,  conse- 
ent  npon  the  litigation  of  the  right  of  prior  choice,  took  place  at  the  Point 
Rocks,  or  at  Harper's  Ferry.  There  was  no  object  to  be  obtained  by 
ftching  Harper's  Ferry,  which  could  justify  the^  railroad  company  in  con- 
ractin^  its  road  so  far,  if  it  was  to  be  delayed  there  by  the  continuance  of 
s  procrastination  which  the  canal  company  had  already  caused  to  the 
anoery  proceedings ;  or,  if,  in  case  of  a  decision  against  it,  it  were  stopped 
spe  altogether,  more  especially  too,  if  it  were  prevented  by  the  intervening 
nal  from  crossing  into  Virginia.  The  Point  of  Rocks  was,  in  many  re- 
sets, ms  goody  and  in  some,  a  better  place  to  stop  atj  or  cross  the  river,  than  at 
irper^  Ferry  ;  and  the  railroad  company  haa  therefore,  no  inducement  to 
lutud  the  railroad  into  the  disputed  part  of  the  rou/e,  unless  a  passage 
rengkctit  was^cured  to  it,  either  by  compromise,  or  by  the  decision  of  the 
oper  tribunals.  On  the  other  hand,  the  canal  would  be  a  perfect  work  80 
',  wiien  it  reached  Harper's  Ferry,  at  which  point  it  was  proposed  to  elect 
s  ilaiD  that  was  to  supply  it  with  water /or  more  than  forty  miles :  that 
as  far  down  as  Sefieca  creek,  the  next  feeder  below.  The  dam  would 
ck  liie  waters  of  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah,  and  turn  into  the  catial 
into  a  natural  chaimel,  the  whole  descending  trade  of  both  streams,  no 
rt-6f  which  could  be  expected  to  undergo  the  trouble  and  expense  of  un- 
idin^,  to  be  transported  npon  the  railroads,  terminating,  too,  as  the  latter 
mUl  do,  many  feet  above  4ihe  canal,  and  directly  against  the  bluff  and  in- 
cestible  faoe  of  a  precipice.  While  this  was  the  case,  it  could  hardly  he 
pp^sed  that  the  canal  coiripany,  enjoying  the  whole-trade  of  the  Potomac 
d  Shenandoah,  would  offer  facilities  to  the  railroad  to  ascend  the  former 
"earn  to  any  of  the  fertile  valleys  above,  to  intercept,  on  fair  competition, 
portion  of  their  produce,  on  its  downward  progress,  much  less  allow  it  to 
coaiplish  its  great  object,  a  communication  with  the  western  waters :  more 
peoially,  too,  when,  after  having  expended  its  whole  capital  of  three  milU 
ns  and  a  half  of  dollars,  in  reaching  Harper's  Ferry,  and  without  the 
^ospect  of  ebtaining  more  from  the  General  Government,  the  corporation 
'  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  individual  subscribers,  the  canal  company 
ould  find  itself  unable  to  coatinuo  its  work,  in  competition  with  a  compa- 
fi  the  greater  part  of  whose  capital,  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  would  be 
ill  mtouched,  and  whose  revenues  enabled  it  to  borrow,  to  double  the 
cnouac  even  of  that  capital.  Under  this  view  of  the  case,  the  policy  of  the 
uud  company  was  too  plain  to  be  mistaken,  and  was  too  certainly  antici- 
itedte  fjernnc  this  company,  without  the  greatest  sacrifice  of  the  mterests 
i  in  charge,  lo  accept  the  plan  of  a  compromise  at  Harper's  Ferry  only, 
aving  the  j«it  of  the  route  to  a  litigation,  which,  on  the  two  works,  at  the 


[277]^  56 

lastnamed  place,  it  would  become  the  most  vital  interest  of  the  canal  com- 
pany to  prolong  to  illimitable  duration.  The  unfairness  of  such  a  proceed- 
mg,  it  was  feared,  would  offer  no  insuperable  objection  to  its  adoption ;  and 
it  might  be  easily  contended,  that  the  time  consumed  in  the  courts,  no  mat- 
ter how,  or  hy  whom,  would  save  the  canal  company  from  the  operation  of 
the  limitation  in  its  charter,  or,  at  all  events,  from  a  ground  for  an  a|qplica- 
tion  to  the  legislature  for  an  extension  of  the  time  allowed  to  complete  the 
work. 

<<  That  the  canal  company  entertained  the  views  here  expressed,  tlien 
was  not  much  reason  to  doubt :  hence,  the  pertinacity  with  which  it  insist- 
ed upon  a  compromise  to  Harper's  Ferry  only,  rejecting  the  fair  offer  of  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  all  existing  difficulties,  along  the  entire  distance  of 
collision  ;  and  hence,  too,  the  rejection  of  a  part  of  the  fourth  proposition. 

'<  Under  these  circumstances,  the  railroad  company  declined  the  com- 
promise to  Harper's  Ferry,  unless  it  was  made  the  basis  of  a  comproinise 
and  adjustment  of  differences  to  Cumberland,  and  determined,  that  as  liti- 
gation was,  at  all  events,  insisted  upon  by  the  canal  company,  it  shooid 
take  place  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  where,  if  the  railroad  conipany  was  sue- 
cessfidy  as  it  believed  it  would  be,  in  defeating:  the  claim  to  a  right  of  prior 
choice,  set  up  by  the  canal  conjpany,  it  would  advance,  at  onccy  vponlk 
Potomac,  upon  the  property  which  it  already  held  under  conveyances  from 
the  owners  in  fee,  without  the  trouble  or  expense  of  suiting  its  locaiion,9Li 
carrying  on  its  construction  with  reference  to  the  convenience  of  the  cand 
company,  os  it  would  have  to  do,  were  the  compromise  adopted.    And  If 
contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation,  the  railroad  company  should  be  de- 
feated by  such  claim  to  prior  choice,  it  would,  by  stopping  at  the  Poinldf 
Roclcs  and  then  crossing  into  Virginia^  be  saved  the  expense  of  the  con- 
strtiction,  under  the  compromise  of  a  comparatively  useless  road,  and  the 
additional  expense  and  difficulty  of  a  viaduct  over  the  more  rapid  tnd 
dangerous  torrent  of  Harper^ s  Ferry,    In  a  word,  while  the  canal  com- 
pany had  every  thing  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose,  by  getting  as  iartf 
Harper's  Ferry  only,  the  railroad  company  had  nothing  whatever  to  giiflj 
and  was  certain  of  being  subjected,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
to  expensive  and  ruinous  delay  by  its  opponent.     The  proposition  o(the 
canal  company,  therefore,  to  end  the  compromise  at  Harper's  Ferry,  aud 
leave  the  remainder  of  tiie  loute  to  litigation,  was,  of  necessity,  rejectodbv 
this  company,  as  unfair  and  inequitable,  and  inconsistent  with  the  dotir 
which  the  president  and  directors  owed  to  the  stockholders,  whose  interests 
were  in  their  keeping. 

"  On  behalf,  and  by  direction  of  the  directors, 

"P.  E.  THOMAS, 
"  President  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Cbi 

"Baltimore,  January  31,  1831." 

The  comment  on  the  preceding  views,  thus  frankly  avowed  by  the  nil- 
road  company,  made  by  the  general  committee  of  the  stockbolden^  tf> 
report,  approved  by  the  general  meeting  to  which  it  was  addresBed,  ooaU 
not  fail  te  influence  the  subsequent  judgment  of  the  president  and  T' 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company.  Part  of  it  is  here 
lor  that  reason. 
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Iraci  ftfim  a  report  nf  the  general  commUtei  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
sapeake  and  Ohio  Ccutal  Company,  dated 

December  3,  1S31. 

From  the  foregoing,  and  other  facts  of  equal  notoriety,  the  committee 
eve  that,  whatever  may  be  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties  now  referred  to 
idicial  decision,  it  must,  at  least,  be  obvious,  that  the  canal  company  has 
a  harshly  dealt  with.  This  company  was  formed  and  organized,  anasub- 
ptions  made  to  its  stock,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  a 
cise  and  well-defined  object — to  construct  a  canal  upon  ground  which 
.  been  surveyed  and  located  for  that  special  purpose  ;  and  after  having 
srlained,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  expense  to  which  the  completion  of  it 
[ar  as  the  Coal  Banks,  beyond  Cumberland,  would  subject  the  parties. 
*  The  railroad  company,  at  the  date  of  its  charter,  and  at  the  period  of 
oi^;anization,  seems  to  have  had  no  definite  plan  of  operations ;  but, 
diog  out  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  and  to  the  community,  a  vague 
ject  of  a  direct  route  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio,  with  a  great  advan- 
3  over  the  canal,  both  as  to  distance  and  expense,  procured,  upon  the 
h  of  these  assurances,  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  the  one,  and  a 
re  subscription  from  the  other.  By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  incorporation 
:he  canal  company,  the  necessary  subscriptions  were  made,  and  the 
jpany  incorporated,  before  the  railroad  company  had  indicated  any  in- 
Lion  or  desire  to  appropriate,  to  its  own  purposes,  the  ground  in  contro- 
sy.  A  confident  expectation  \vi\s  entertained,  approaching  almost  to  an 
olute  certainty,  that  the  United  States  were  about  to  subscribe  a  million 
tloilars  to  the  work,  which  would  ensure  an  inmiediate  commencement 
I  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  enterprise.  Before  any  public  movement 
s  made,  threatening  a  collision,  at  that  critical  and  interesting  juncture, 
hout  having,  themselves,  made  a  single  survey,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
fitness  for  their  purpose,  but  relying  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  surveys 
de  exclusively  for  the  canal ;  without  having  taken  the  necessary  means 
determine  whether  another  and  more  eligiule  route  was  not  open  for 
fir  selection,  a  determination  was  made,  but  kept  secret  from  the  public, 
abandon  the  project  of  a  direct  route  to  the  Ohio,  to  surrender  the  mag- 
icent  promise  of  shortening  the  distance  140  miles,  and  to  appropriate  to 
&ir  own  exclusive  use  the  ground  which  had  been  located,  and  the  te* 
3usand  expensive  surveys  which  had  been  made,  for  the  rival  enterprise, 
he  proceedings,  in  execution  of  this  determination,  were  conducted  with 
iial  secrecy  and  despatch  ;  and,  should  they  be  adjudged,  finally,  to  have 
ten  operative  to  confer  upon  the  railroad  company  the  advantage  which 

lias  sought  to  acquire,  we  can  have  no  cause  for  self  reproach,  unless  it 
i  criminal  not  to  indulge  suspicions  which,  had  they  proved  groundless, 
ight  justly  have  been  deemed  most  disparaging  and  offensive. 

"  Under  the  circumstances  which  have  been  deiaiied,  the  committee  are 
Topinion,  that  no  censure  could  properly  have  attached  to  the  body  to 
'Wch  they  belong,  had  its  president  and  directors  indignantly  rejected  all 
ooununications,  of  an  amicable  kind,  with  its  opponent.  But,  though, 
inch  was  known,  and  more  suspected,  the  full  proof  of  all  the  foregoing 
icti  has  not  been  procured  until  recently,  and  that  proof  yet  remains  un- 
^ntradicted  and  without  denial. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  compromise  between  the  two  companies,  the 
^mittee,  after  all  the  investigation  which  they  have  given  to  it,  entertain 
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the  decided  opinion  that  no  tenns  have  been  offered  to  the  canal  oompaDy, 
the  acceptance  of  which  would  not  have  involved  an  expenditure  of  time 
and  mone^,  and  the  incurring  of  dangers  nearly  equivalent  to  total  mia. 
In  this  opinion  the  committee  have  been  confirmed,  by  the  statements  made 
by  Colonel  Abert,  Judge  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Cruger,  upon  whose  judgment, 
in  matters  of  science  and  professional  skill,  we  are  disposed  to  place  great 
confidence.  The  same  investigation  has  induced  the  belief,  on  the  part  of 
the  committee,  that,  in  the  conduct  of  this  business,  every  spirit  of  accom- 
modation has  been  exhibited  by  the  canal  board,  which  a  due  regard  to  tbe 
interests  they  represent  would  permit. 

"The  committee  cannot  close  their  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  this  un- 
happy and  vexatious  contest,  without  expressing  their  earnest  desire  aod 
hope  that  it  may  be  speedily  and  lor  ever  terminated,  by  a  final  judicial  de* 
cision.  Such  a  desire  they  believe  to  be  universal,  on  the  part  of  these 
whom  they  represent ;  and  they  have  been  satisfactorily  assured  that,  is 
soon  as  the  evidence  in  the  case  was  closed,  an  offer  was  made,  to  the  'op- 
posite party,  throus^h  its  counsel,  to  give  to  it,  without  argument  or  ddtj, 
the  same  decree  which  has  been  recently  granted  by  the  Chancellor  of  Ma- 
ryland. This  offer  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  unnecessary  de- 
lay and  useless  expense,  and  was  again  renewed  immediately  before  thelitf 
hearing  of  the'case.  The  committee  will  forbear  to  assign  any  reasons  fir 
its  rejection,  which,  however  well-grounded  they  may  be,  are,  nevertbeko^ 
but  conjectures. 

**Tbe  repeated  occasions  on  which  the  subject  of  this  controversy  btf 
been  brought  before  the  public ;  the  disingenuous  statements  which  hive 
been  made  in  relation  to  it ;  the  imposing  manner  in  which  these  misr^ 
resentations  have  been  promulgated ;  and  the  misapprehensions  as  to  itt 
oriffin  and  character,  to  which  they  have  given  birth  and  strength,  hsie 
induced  the  committee,  with  unfeigned  reluctance,  to  enter  into- the  pre- 
ceding detail.  They  have,  however,  endeavored  faithfully  to  dischai]^  t 
duty  which  they  felt  due  to  themselves,  to  the  company  of  which  the^aie 
members,  and  to  the  president  and  directors,  to  whom  the  managemeot  of 
interests  so  important  are  intrusted. 

"  A  compromise  of  the  dispute  between  the  two  companies,  as  far  as  from 
the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry,  was  tendered,  in  the  presence  of  a 
committee  of  the  Senate,  by  the  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail* 
road  Company,  to  the  president  of  the  canal  company.  In  a  private  is* 
terview  between  them,  it  was  extended  up  the  Potomac  to  100  miles  froo 
Washington,  at  the  town  of  Williamsport.  It  was  accepted,  to  this  extent, 
by  the  canal  board,  and  confirmed  by  the  president  and  directors  of  tbe 
railroad  company. 

**  A  survey  and  estimate  were  accordingly  made,  by  engineers  in  tbe  ser- 
vice of  both  companies,  pursuant  to  this  agreement ;  and  a  report  by  theflV 
so  far,  favorable  to  the  compromise,  was  submitted  to  the  two  boards,  ft 
was  approved  by  that  of  the  canal  company  ;  but,  when  it  was  expectedb^ 
them  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  joint  work,  the  president  and  A- 
rectors  of  the  railroad  company  coupled  with  their  assent,  besides  other  eoD- 
ditions  wholly  inadmissible,  one  entirely  new:  'that  tbe  canal  compuf 
should  agree  to  extend  the  compromise  to  the  entire  route  between  the 
Point  of  Rocks  and  Cumberland.' 

"  The  letters  from  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Cruger  (both  of  whom  were  wdJ 
acquainted  with  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  above  the  Pbmt  of  Rocb> 
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hieh'  will  be  seen  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  appendix,  at  the  end  of  the 
lird  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  to  the  stockholders  of  the 
besapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compan^i  will  show  why  the  former  unani- 
ously  rejected  the  unexpected  condition,  attached  by  the  president  and  di- 
ctors  of  the  BaUimoro  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  to  a  compromise  pro- 
ved by  their  president,  and  subsequently  approved  by  themselves. 
'^  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  committeCi 

"  RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Chairman.'' 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Baltimore  and 
hie  Railroad  Company,  no  notice  is  taken,  except  in  the  appendix,  of  the 
ooeBsion  by  the  canal  company,  of  the  liberty  of  passing  over  the  canal 
id  river  with  their  road,  at  the  Point  of  Rocks. 

A  still  greater  regret  must  be  felt  by  the  friends  of  the  canal  and  railroad 
impanies,  at  the  efiort  which  is  making  to  excite  renewed  hostility  between 
etn ;  and,  especially,  to  prejudice  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland 
lainst  the  former,  on  account  of  the  final  rejection  of  the  proposal  of  the 
Xer  for  a  joint  construction  of  the  two  works,  along  the  narrow  passes  be- 
'een  their  first  point  of  interference  and  Harper's  ferry.  .«  A  change  of 
»  location  of  the  canal  between  those  points,  as  originally  laid  down," 
th  a  view  to  shut  out  the  railroad,  has  not  only  been  imputed  to  the  canal 
mpany,  but  it  has  been,  moreover,  asserted,  very  gravely,  that  this  change 
location  was  made  ^  in  defiance  of  the  known  and  expressed  wishes  of 
5  State  of  Maryland.'' 

The  dates  of  these  transactions,  and  the  facts  connected  with  them,  refute 
»e  allegations : 

rirads  from  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

In  Meeting,  January  7, 1832. 
Resolved^  That  public  notice  be  given  that  the  portion  of  the  Chesapeake- 
d  Ohio  canal  between  the  western  termination  of  the  84th  section  and 
\  dam  next  below  Harper's  Ferry,  will  be  let,  in  convenient  sections,  at 
irper's  Ferry,  on  the  23d  day  of  February  next ;  and  that  proposals  wilt 
received  for  the  same  till  the  I7th  day  of  February,  at  the  office  of  the 
lal  company,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

In  Meeting,  January  14, 1832. 
Resolved^  That  authority  be  given  to  the  president  of  the  company  to 
itract,  without  delay,  for  the  construction  of  the  canal  to  a  distance  of 
0  miles-above  its  present  termination  near  the  Point  of  Rocks. 
Resolved^  That  the  resident  engineer  be  directed  to  have  as  much  of  the 
sal  ready  to  be  let  on  the  23d  of  February,  as  will  extend  it  to  the  head 
the  falls  next  above  Harper's  Ferry. 
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February  4, 1832. 
The  president  reported  to  the  board  tlie  contracts  made  by  him  for  8e^ 
tions  85,  86,  87,  88,  and  89,  under  the  order  of  the  board  of  the  14th  Jan- 
uary last 

Extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Proceedings.    Attest : 

JOHN  P.  INGLE, 
Clerk  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Co, 

Contracts  for  sections  Nos.  85,  86,  and  87  (passing  the  lower  Point  of 
Rocks),  were  executed  on  the  21st  day  of  February  ;  and  for  sections  Nos.  88 
and  89  (passing  the  upper  Point  of  Rocks)  on  the  30th  day  of  Januanr. 
Those  for  sections  Nos.  90  to  112  rextendiiis^  from  the  upper  Point  of  Bocks 
to  the  head  of  Harper's  Ferry  falls)  were  declared  on  the  14th  of  March. 
•and  extctUtd  at  various  dates  since  that  period. 

JOHN  P.  INGLE, 
Clerk  C/iesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Co. 

The  first  proposition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  bears 
date  "  Baltimore,  January  19,  1832,"  five  days  after  the  authority  given  to 
the  president  of  the  canal  company  to  let  out  to  two  contractors,  who  bad 
completed  their  works  below,  and  had  a  lar^e  force  at  their  command,  the 
live  sections,  or  2^  miles,  immediately  at  and  above  the  Point  of  Rocks.  It 
was  submitted  to  the  directors  at  the  meeting  next  ensuing  the  date  of  its 
reception  in  Washington,  and  the  following  are  the  proceedings  on  it : 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  sf  the  president  and  direciers 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

In  Meeting,  January  2S,  1832. 
The  president  of  the  company  submitted  to  the  board  the  following  ooo' 
tnunication,  under  date  of  the  19th  January,  from  the  President  of  the  fill' 
timore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  covering  certain  resolutions  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  that  company  : 

«  Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Co^ 

''January  19,1832. 
'*  Gentlemen  :  I  have  been  requested  by  the  directors  of  this  coiq»ny 
to  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  within  resolutions,  and  1 
<:annot  better  express  the  wishes  of  the  board,  than  by  calling  your  attea- 
tion  to  the  resolutions  themselves. 

"  The  legal  controversy  which  has  heretofore  existed,  having  been  decided 
ajcainst  this  company,  it  becomes  necessary  for  it  to  select  another  route  far 
the  further  construction  of  the  work  in  which  it  is  engaged ;  and  il 
tains  no  doubt  that  the  causes  of  collision,  which  have  heretofore  ( 
being  now  removed,  the  subject  of  the  present  communications  will  i 
the  early  and  favorable  attention  of  the  canal  company. 
"  I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

"P.  E.  TH01IA8, 
«  President  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Co. 
**To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
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^  At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Baltimoie  and  Ohicy 
Lailroad  Company,  on  thi)  1 9th  January,  1832,  it  was,  on  motion, 

"  Hesolvedf  That  the  president  of  this  company  be  requested  to  commu- 
icate  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  for  the  purpose  of 
scertaining  from  them  whether  any  arrangement  can  be  made,  by  which 
le  railroad  may  be  conducted,  jointly  with  the  canal,  as  far  as  to  Harper's 
*erry,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  with  the  view  of  crossing  into 
ir^uiia  at  that  place  ;  and,  also,  to  arrans^e  with  the  canal  company  such 
Ian  as  will  be  mutually  satisfactory  for  the  passage  of  the  railroad  across 
le  canal,  either  at  Harper's  Ferry,  or  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  should  this 
ist  place  be  selected  for  crossiufir  the  Potomac  with  the  road. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  president  be  authorized  to  propose,  as  the  basis  of 
le  arrangement  by  which  the  railroad  may  be  constructed,  jointly  with  the 
anal,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac  river,  as  far  as  Harper's  Ferry,  the 
urveys  heretofore  made  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Knight,  and  filed  in  the 
hancery  court  of  Maryland  ;  and  that  he  also  be  authorized  to  propose  that 
ie»  whole  of  the  additional  expense  incurred  by  the  canal  company,  io. 
onseqnence  of  such  joint  construction,  be  borne  by  the  railroad  company. 

<<  Extracted  from  tlie  minutes. 

*•  JOHN  N  BROWN,  Recording  Secretary. 

"  Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company." 

The  letter  and  resolutions  having  been  read,  it  was 

Resdvadj  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  members,  U> 
onsult  with  the  resident  engineers  of  the  company,  and  to  consider  and  re- 
ort  thereon  with  the  least  possible  delay  ;  and  that  the  committee  consist  of 
ohn  J.  Abert,  Walter  Smith,  and  Phineas  Janney. 

Resolved^  That  the  president  of  this  company  advise  the  president  and 
lirectors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  that  the  president 
nd  directors  of  this  company  have  received,  and  referred,  together  with  the 
etter  d  their  president,  their  resolutions  of  the  19th  instant,  to  a  committee 
\t  this  board,  with  instructions  to  consult  with  the  resident  engineers  of  the 
lompany,  and  to  consider  and  report  thereon  as  soon  as  practicable. 

In  Meeting,  March  10,  1832. 

Col.  John  J.  Abert,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  28th  January 
ast,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  read,  and  the  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next : 

The  undersis:ned,  a  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  communication 
Tom  the  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  enclosing 
wo  resolutions  of  the  president  and  directors  of  that  company,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  this  company  be  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  (>he^apeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  from  them  whether  any  arransement  can  be  roadoi  hf 
which  the  railroad  may  be  conducted,  jointly  with  the  canal,  as  far  as  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  with  the  view  of  crossing 
into  Virciuiaat  that  place  ;  and  to  arrange  with  the  canal  company  such  plan 
as  may  be  nratually  satisfactory,  for  the  passajge  of  the  railroad  across  the 
canal,  either  at  Harper's  F'erry,^or  at  the  Pomt  of  Rocks,  should  this  last 
place  be  selected  for  crossing  the  Potomac  with  the  road : 
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*^Resolvedj  That  the  president  be  authorized  to  propose^  as  the  basis  of 
the  arrangemeut  by  which  the  railroad  may  be  conducted,  jointly  with  the 
<ranal,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac  river,  as  far  as  Harper^s  Perry,  the 
surveys  heretofore  made  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Knight,  and  filed  in  the 
chancery  court  of  Maryland  ;  and  that  he  be  also  authorized  to  propose  that 
the  whole  additional  expense  incurred  by  the  canal  company,  in  consequence 
of  such  joint  construction,  be  borne  by  the  railroad  compauy ;" 

Respectfully  rbport  : 

That  these  resolutions  properly  divide  themselves  into  two  distinct  propo- 
sitions : 

1st.  The  joint  construction  of  the  railroad  and  canal,  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Potomac,  trom  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  for  the  rail- 
road to  cross  the  river  at  the  latter  place ;  and, 

2d.  To  conduct  the  railroad  across  the  canal  and  the  river,  to  the  oppo- 
site shore  of  the  Potomac,  near  the  Point  of  Rocks. 

After  bestowing  upon  the  propositions  all  the  consideration  due  to  tbeit in- 
trinsic importance,  as  well  as  to  the  highly  respectable  company  by  whidi 
they  are  made,  the  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  boaid 
ou/3:ht  not  to  agree  to  the  first  proposition. 

To  the  second  proposition  the  committee  see  no  sufiicient  objection,  pro- 
vided the  crossing  can  be  effected  in  a  manner  not  to  injure  the  canal,  nor 
to  impede  its  free  use,  nor  to  hazard  its  preservation  by  the  abutments  and 
piers  in  the  river,  which  the  railroad  may  require ;  but  it  is  the  opinioa  of 
the  committee,  that  the  place  of  crossing  should  be  below  the  *<  Point  of 
fiocks." 

To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  on  this  subject,  the  committee  reeon- 
mend,  that  the  manner  and  conditions  of  crossing  the  canal  and  the  rim, 
with  the  railroad,  should  be  expressed  in  a  written  agreement ;  and,  als^ 
that  the  same  agreement  should  provide  for  the  manner  of  crossing  with  Ibo 
railroad  over  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Potomac. 

The  committee,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  board,  consnllad  Ibo 
resident  engineers  of  the  company  on  the  local  circumstances  cooBBOMi 
with  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolutions  of  the  president  and  diredso  oC 
the  railroad  company,  and  their  opinion,  as  expressed  in  the  annexed  re- 
port,  is  decidedly  against  the  joint  construction  of  the  two  works.  TImk 
engineers,  being  actively  engaged  upon  a  distant  part  of  the  canaJ  line,  tbdr 
report  was  not  received  unul  within  a  few  days  past ;  which  circumslaiice 
is  stated  as  an  apology  for  the  delay  in  making  this  report 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
W.  SMITH, 
PHINEAS  JANNEY, 

Mabch  10, 1832. 

Repwt  of  the  resident  engineers  of  the  Chesapeake  mnd  Okie  Cmd 
Company  J  to  a  committee  of  the  board  on  the  joint  coHMtrmtHsmifA^ 
canal  and  railroad. 

Harper's  Ferry,  February  20^  183S. 
Gentlemen  :  In  conformity  with  your  request,  we  herain  prasMtoor 
views  on  the  effects  likely  to  be  produced  upon  the  canal,  in  the  event  of  t 
conjoint  construction  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  from  the  ^  Poiot 
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^  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and^  also,  if  a  viaduct  were  constructed  across 
1  and  the  Potomac,  below  the  "  Point  of  Rocks,"  and  the  railroad 
d  to  and  up  the  southern  bank  of  the  Potomac. 
I  order  to  permit  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  conjointly  with 
I,  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  the  canal  further  into  the  Poto* 
ill  the  difficult  passes,  than  if  it  were  made  separately ;  this  will  in- 
e  fimount  of  walling  and  embankment,  and  by  forcing  the  bank  of 
I  into  the  deep  and  rapid  water  of  the  Potomac,  much  increase  the 
om  without,  while  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  render  the  canal  se- 
1  breaches  within  its  banks,  the  cost  must  necessarily  be  augmented; 
the  difference  that  occurs  between  the  prices  at  which  the  work  has 
m  contracted,  and  those  of  the  commissioners  under  the  decree  of 
icellor  of  Maryland,  it  will  much  exceed  their  estimate  of  the  differ- 
ost,  between  an  independient  and  conjoint  construction  of  the  canal, 
s  satisfied  ourselves  of  the  accuracy  of  this  statement,  by  havini;  ex- 
ile subject,  and  made  the  comparisons,  based  upon  the  quantities  in 
ort. 

Giving  disposed  of  this  first  proposition,  we  will  now  proceed  to  con- 
application  for  permission  to  cross  the  canal,  at  the  Point  of  Rocks, 
rginia  shore. 

^  not  perceive  that,  by  the  construction  of  a  viaduct  across  the  Po- 
t  the  Point  of  Rocks,  any  injury  could  result  to  the  works  of  the 
>m  the  damming  up  of  either  the  w^ter  or  ice,  provided  a  sufficient 
I  be  maintained.  The  necessity  of  providing  ample  space  above  the 
f  the  water  in  the  canal,  for  boats  of  the  most  elevated  description 
latcd  to  be  used  upon  it,  will  ensure  the  viaduct  an  altitude  that  will 
\y  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  injury  from  the  accumulation  of  ice 
Its  piers. 

leight  we  would  reconunend,  is,  that  the  under  side  of  the  arch  be  at 
!iteen  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  canal,  and  that  the 
d  banks  be  inclvded  in  one  arch,  or  span  of  eighty  feet.  We  are  also 
>n  that  the  arches  of  the  viaduct  to  be  constructed  across  the  Pbtomac 
ot  be  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  span,  and  of  the  same 
{  OS  that  across  the  canal. 

ive  thus  briefly  given  our  views  on  the  questions  submitted  to  us, 
^  ourselves  entirely  to  the  consideration  of  the  effects  the  execution 
'  plan  would  probably  produce  upon  the  works  of  the  canal. 

ALFRED  ORUGER, 
THOMAS  F.  PURUELL- 
h  J.  J.  Abeet,  W.  Smith,  P.  Jannet, 

CommUiee  on  the  Railroad  Proposition. 

In  Meeting,  March  14, 1S32. 
)0ard  took  up  for  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  submit- 
e  last  meeting,  on  the  communication  from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Company,  of  the  19lh  January  lar.t.    The  report  was  approved 
3ted ;  and  it  was 

})€<Lt  That  a  copy  of  said  report,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
of this  board  thereon,  be  transmitted,  by  the  president,  to  the 
k  and  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company, 
extracts  from  the  journal.    Test : 

JOHN  P.  INGLE, 

CUrkamdO^aC. 
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The  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  requesting  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to 
submit,  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  company,  the  railroad  proposal,  which 
they  had  already  rejected,  though  probably  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
General  Assembly,  was  adopted  on  the  Uth  of  March  ;  the  same  day,  it  is 
believed,  on  which  it  was  introduced  into  that  body.  It  was  accidentally 
communicated,  by  a  Representative  in  Congress,  to  the  president  of  the 
company,  from  a  Baltimore  newspaper,  and  by  him  submitted,  in  this  form. 
on  the  17lh  of  March,  three  days  after  its  passage,  to  a  board  of  directors, 
whose  proceedings  upon  it  were  as  follows : 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

In  Meeting,  March  17,  1832. 

The  president  informed  the  board  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land had,  on  the  14th  instant,  passed  a  resolution,  recommending  to  tbe 
president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to 
call  a  public  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said  company,  and  snboyi 
to  their  consideration  the  proposition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railfoni 
Company,  for  the  joint  construction  of  the  canal  and  railroad  from  *3 
Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry.     It  was,  therefore,  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  be  convened  in  the  City  Hall,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  on  Saturday,  the  28th  day  of  April  next,  al  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

In  Meeting,  April  28, 1832. 
This  being  the  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company, 
according  to  notice  given,  under  the  order  of  the  board  of  17th  March  oki 
the  president  presented  the  following  report,  which,  after  being  read,  ns 
approved,  and  the  president  was  requested  to  sign  and  present  ibemaf^ 
the  stockholders,  in  behalf  of  the  board. 

REPORT. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  OoB- 

a,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Uuf 
,  have  called  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company,  and  htn 
now  the  honor  to  submit  to  them,  along  with  a  copy  of  the  resolatioo, tbi 
prior  correspondence  and  orders  of  the  board,  in  relatioa  to  the  topic  viid^ 
it  embraces. 

True  extract  from  the  journal.    Test : 

JOHN  P.  INGLE, 

Clerk  C\mndaGC 


The  stockholders  accordingly  met,  and  here  follow  their 

J^oeeedings  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Okie  CWi 

Company, 

Saturday,  Jprtf  2a^m 
A  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Oirio  Gtfil 
Company  was  this  day  held  in  pursuance  of  a  call  by  Cbe  pieodaDt  aad 
diiectora  of  the  company. 
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General  John  P.  Van  Ness,  mayor  of  Washinjrton,  was  appointed  chair- 
man  of  the  meeting",  and  John  P.  Ingle,  secretary. 

Many  individual  stockholders,  or  their  proxies,  attended  the  meeting; 
besides  which,  the  followinfi^  stock  was  represented,  as  stated,  constituting, 
cdtogether,  a  very  large  m(\joriiy  of  the  stock  of  the  company  : 

The  United  States,  by  the  honorahle  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 

The  Stale  of  Maryland,  by  B.  S.  Forrest,  Esq. ; 

The  State  of  Virginia,  by  J.  L.  Ranson,  Esq. ; 

The  corporation  of  Washington,  by  the  mayor,  and  Peter  Force,  George 
Watterston,  Johnson  Hellen,  and  Jacob  Gideon,  jr..  Esquires ; 

The  corporation  of  Georgetown,  by  the  mayor,  and  Samuel  McKenney, 
and  Thomas  Corcoran,  Esquires ; 

The  corporation  of  Alexandria,  by  Bernard  Hoe,  Thomson  F.  Mason, 
ar>d  A.  C.  (Jazenove,  Esquires; 

The  corporation  of  Shephardstown,  by  Doctor  Henry  Boteler. 

The  president  of  the  company  presented  the  following  report  of  the 
president  and  directors,  which,  together  with  the  documents  therein  refer- 
red to,  were  read : 

REPORT. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
Mny,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, have  called  a  meeting  of  the  btock holders,  and  have  now  the  honor 
to  submit  to  them,  along  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions,  the  prior  corre* 
Bpondence  and  orders  xA  tlie  board  in  relation  to  the  topic  which  it  embraces. 

Signed,  in  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors. 

C.  F.  MERCER,  President. 

Benjamin  S.  Forrest,  Esq.,  then  laid  before  the  meeting  a  copy  of  the 
Mlowing  preamble  and  resolution,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
•farytand : 

Whereas,  the  progress,  on  the  route  selected,  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Bailroad  Company, "one  of  the  great  works  of  internal  improvement,  in  the 
miccess  of  which  the  State  of  Maryland  is  deeply  interested,  has  been  sus- 
p&nded  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac  river,  by  a 
decision  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  this  State,  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  the  prior  right  of  the  choice  for 
the  route  and  site  of  their  canal  along  the  Potomac,  which  right  of  choice 
Uie  said  canal  company  have  executed  by  choosing,  for  the  route  and  site 
of  the  canal,  the  said  left  bank  of  the  river: 

And  whereas,  the  chief  engineer  of  each  of  the  said  companies,  acting  as 
conimissioncrs,  under  the  direction  of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  at  the 
tiMitual  request  of  the  said  companies,  after  making  the  necessary  examina- 
tions, surreys,  and  estimates,  united  in  opinion,  and  reported  that  it  was 
iNticticable  to  construct  both  the  contemplated  works  through  the  narrow 
iNisses,  from  a  point  below,  but  near  the  Point  oi  Rocks,  to  a  point  at  the 
mdge  which  crosses  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  by  a  reasonable  in- 
crease of  expense : 

And  whereas,  it  is  represented  to  this  General  Assembly  that  the  Balti- 
tnore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  are  willing  to  bear  and  pay  the  addi- 
iMmal  expense,  which  will  be  incurred  bv  the  joint  construction  of  the  said 
mnal  and  railroad  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry,  conformably 
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to  the  said  report ;  and  the  interest  of  the  State  and  the  public  benefit  will 
be  greatly  promoted  by  the  extension  of  the  said  railroad  past  the  Point  of 
Rocks  to  the  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry  :  therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^  That  it  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  to  call  a  public  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said 
company,  in  the  manner  authorized  by  the  charter,  and  submit  to  their 
consideration  the  proposition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company, 
for  the  joint  construction  of  the  canal  and  railroad  aforesaid,  from  the  Point 
of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry.  And  that  the  accent  or  person  appointed  to 
represent  and  vote  on  behalf  of  the  Sl^ate  of  Maryland,  at  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  canal  company,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
attend  at  the  said  meeting,  and  explain  the  wish  and  opinion  of  this  Legis- 
lature ;  that  such  joint  location  should  he  assented  to  by  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company ;  and  that  the  said  accent  use  his  best  endeavors  to 
obtain  sucli  assent,  and  to  have  the  object  of  this  resolution  eflfected  on  jast 
and  reasonable  terms. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  pre- 
amble and  resolution  which  passed  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  at 
December  session,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  fifteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 
Clerk  of  the  Senate  of  Maryland. 
GEORGE  G.  BREWER, 
Clerk  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland, 

The  preamble  and  resolution  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Ben- 
jamin S.  Forrest,  Esq., 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Qien- 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  with  accompanying  documents ;  the  re»- 
lution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  passed  at  its  last  session,  rsbUife 
to  the  joint  progress  or  location  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  and  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal ;  and  the  proposition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  made  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeib 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company  on  the  19lh  January,  1832,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  consist  of  five  stockholders,  or  representatives  of  stock,  who  ID17 
report  on  the  propriety  of  yielding  to  the  recommendations  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  assenting  to  the  said  propositions,  or  a!iy  part  thereof,  at  the 
general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  to  be  holden  on  Monday,  the  4th  day 
of  June  next. 

Ordered^  That  the  chairman  appoint  the  committee. 

The  chairman  then  appointed  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  General  Jofci 
Mason,  Colonel  George  Bomford,  Doctor  Henry  Boteler,  and  ThoomiiF/ 
Mason,  Esq.,  to  be  the  committee. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  sine  die. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS,  CSiairmmL 

John  P.  Ingle,  Secretary. 

Note. — Colonel  George  Bomford  was  subsequently  excused  fitmiserrnf 
on  this  committee,  and  Joseph  Pearson,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to  aapplyhii 
place. 
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*,mtracis  from  ihejovrnal  of  proceedings  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesa- 
peaJce  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compaoy^. 

In  General  Meeting,  Saturday,  June  16, 1832. 

iCHARD  S.  CoxE,  Esq.,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  28th  April 
lost,  And  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  relative  to  the  joint  construction  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  und  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  made  the  folio winof  report;  which,  after  being  read,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed : 

The  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesa- 
iake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  under  a  resolution  passed  on  the  28th 
pril,  1832,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

That  your  committee  was  directed  to  take  into  consideration  a  resolution 
sscd  by  tho  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  recommending  to  the  presi- 
nt  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  call  a 
iblic  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company,  and  submit  to  their 
nsideration  the  proposition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
r  the  joiat  construction  of  the  canal  and  railroad  aforesaid,  from  the  Point 

Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry.     The  various  papers  connected  with  this  sub- 
:t  were,  likewise,  referred  to  the  committee,  and  have  received  its  deiibe- 
te  and  full  consideration. 
A  reference  having?  been  made  in  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 

Maryland  to  the  gentleman  who  was  to  represent  the  stock  of  that  State, 
r  a  more  full  exposition  of  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  Legislature  of 
at  State  upon  this  interesting  and  important  subject,  the  committee  in- 
ilged  in  the  hope  that,  by  reference  to  that  gentleman,  some  precise  and 
finite  profit  of  an  arrangement  mi^ht  be  obtained,  which  could  be  dis- 
issed  in  its  details,  and  terminated  m  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Legis- 
ture  from  which  the  proposition  emanated.  The  language  of  the 
solution  expressed  (he  hope  that  the  object  of  it  might  be  effected  upon 
St  and  reasonable  terms.  It  would  have  been  desirable,  could  the  com- 
ittee  have  ascertained  what  arrangement  would  have  been  satisfactory, 
id  what  terms  would  be  deemed  just  and  reasonable. 

The  terms  of  the  proposition  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  has 
)en  directed  are  imbodied  in  a  resolution  of  the  railroad  company,  under 
ite  of  the  19th  January,  which  wi/I  be  found  annexed  to  this  report.  It 
lay  be  important  to  bring  before  the  recollection  of  the  stockholders  the 
stalls  of  this  proposition.  Tl)e  president  of  the  railroad  company  was 
^quested  to  communicate  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
»r  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  from  them  whether  any  arrangement  can  be 
lade  by  which  the  railrotuJ  may  be  constructed,  jointly  with  the  canal,  as 
IT  as  Harper's  Ferry,  on  rhe  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  with  the  view  of 
rotsing  into  Virginia  at  that  place ;  and,  also,  to  arrange  with  the  canal 
ompany  such  plan  as  will  be  mutually  satisfactory  for  crossing  into  Vir- 
inia  at  that  place ;  and,  also,  to  arrange  with  the  canal  company  such  plan 
I  will  be  mutually  satisfactory  for  the  passage  of  the  railroad  across  the 
mal,  either  at  Harper's  Ferry  or  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  should  this  last 
lace  be  selected  for  crossing  the  Potomac  with  the  road. 
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It  was  furtlier  resolved  that  the  president  be  authorized  to  propose,  as  ihe 
basis  of  the  arrangement  by  which  the  railroad  may  be  consinictcd,  joiiiily 
with  the  canal,  on  (he  north  side  of  the  Potomac  river  as  far  as  Harpers 
Ferry, the  surveys  heretofore  made  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Knight;  and 
that  he  be  authorized  to  propose  that  tiie  whole  of  the  additional  expense 
incurred  by  the  canal  company,  in  consequence  of  such  joint  constructioo, 
be  borne  by  the  railroad  company. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  communication  by  the  canal  company,  it  was  k- 
ferred  to  a  c^ommittee  of  three,  which  consisted  of  Messrs.  John  J.  Abertf 
Walter  Smith,  and  Phineas  Janney.  This  committee,  after  bestowing  apoo 
the  subject  their  full  consideration,  on  the  lOth  March,  1832,  submitted  their 
views,  in  the  form  of  a  report,  in  which  they  observe,  "that  these  resolu- 
tions divide  themselves  into  two  distinct  propositions :  The  joint  c^nstru^ 
tion  of  the  railroad  and  canal,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  from  tbe 
Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  for  the  railroad  to  cross  the  sameil 
the  latter  place.  And,  2d.  To  conduct  the  railroad  across  the  canal  iod 
river  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Potomac,  near  the  Point  of  Rocks." 

After  bestowing  upon  the  propositions  all  the  consideration  due  to  their 
intrinsic  importance,  as  well  as  to  the  highly  respectable  company  by  which 
they  are  made,  the  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  boini 
ought  not  to  agree  to  the  first  proposition. 

To  the  second  proposition  ^*  the  committee  see  no  sufficient  objection, 
provided  the  crossing  can  be  effected  in  a  manner  not  to  injure  the  caoalf 
nor  to  impede  its  free  use,  nor  to  hazard  its  preservation  by  the  abntmeoH 
and  piers  in  the  river,  which  the  railroad  may  require ;  but  it  is  the  opiniM 
of  the  committee  that  the  place  of  crossing  be  below  the  Point  of  Kocks." 

Appended  to  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  found  the  opinion  of  the 
resident  engineers  of  the  canal  company,  who  were  consulted  npou  the 
subject,  and  whose  views  fully  sustain  those  of  the  committee. 

This  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  txi  the 
14th  of  March,  and  the  president  was  instructed  to  communicate  the  nesll 
to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  railroad  company  ;  which  eoomnu^ 
cation  was  made  by  letter,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  March. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  traBS- 
mitted  to  this  committee  by  the  representative  of  the  State  of  Maryland  ii 
certified  on  the  15th  of  March,  and  probably  received  its  final  pusageoa 
the  14th.  This  comparison  of  dates  leaves  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  the 
committee,  that  the  legislature,  when  it  adopted  the  resolution  in  questioi^ 
could  not  have  known  of  the  actioii  of  the  canal  board  upon  the  rafcfd 
lender  consideration,  and  consequent)/  could  not  have  contemplated  tf 
appeal  to  the  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  for  the  purpose  of  I*^ 
curing  the  reversal  of  an  unfavorable  decision  by  the  president  and  directtn 

The  proposal  made  by  the  railroad  company,  under  date  of  the  7tb  Jd>^ 
appears  to  the  committee  to  vary  from  that  communicated  to  the  ciBel 
board  in  January  only  in  the  circumstance  that  it  is  more  full  and  pred* 
in  its  details.  Each  assumes  as  its  basis  the  surveys,  levels,  plcma^  estUBtM^ 
and  report  of  Messrs.  Knight  and  Roberts,  made  in  the  yea?  1830.  E*^ 
contemplates  the  contemporaneous  construction  of  both  works,  nnder  joW 
contracts  and  superintendence.  Each  proposes  that  the  railroad  compsBf 
should  encounter  tiie  entire  additional  expense  which  would  be  conieqoetf 
upon  the  adoption  of  this  coarse. 
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In  the  examination  which  the  committee  have  been  enabled  to  give  to 
the  question,  it  at  once  occurred  to  them  that  the  proposal  no  longer  retained 
iis  original  character  of  a  compromise  of  donbtfnl,  or,  at  least,  controverted 
•ights,  in  which  a  prudent  regard  to  present  interests,  and  prospective  ad- 
vantages, might  justify,  and  even  require,  important  sacrifices.  During  the 
KOtracted  period  which  intervened  between  the  institution  of  the  suits  be- 
,ween  the  two  companies  and  their  recent  termination,  an  anxious  desire  to 
ivofd  delay  in  these  great  projects  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  disas* 
jrous  consequences  which  threatened  to  involve  both  in  ruin,  appeared  to 
require  that  these  grounds  of  controversy  should  be  removed,  even  at  the 
expense  of  great  increased  expense  in  the  construction  of  the  work  of  the 
ranal,  additional  danger  after  the  construction  was  completed,  and  incon- 
venieoces  which  might  result  from  too  close  a  contiguity  between  the  rival 
enterprises.  Under  these  circumstances,  a  proposal  was  made  to  the  rail- 
road eompany  to  arrange,  by  way  of  compromise,  the  grounds  of  controversy 
nrhich  subsisted  between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Ferry.  Neither 
ike  canal  company  nor  its  officers  overlooked  or  undervalued  the  sacrifices 
irhich  such  an  adjustment  would  necessarily  involve  ;  but,  in  their  judg- 
cnent,  circumstances  required  they  should  be  made.  The  proposition  then 
tendered  was  rejected  ;  and.  probably,  a  careful  review  of  the  subject  will 
justify  the  l)elief  that  the  rejection  was  a  wise  and  judicious  determination. 

Whether  or  not  the  one  company  erred  in  making  the  ofTer,  or  the  other 
in  declining  to  accede  to  it,  is  not  so  material  to  inquire.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  attitude  of  the  parties,  and  the  character  of  the  question,  are  now  essen- 
tially changed.  Rights  which  were  then  litigated,  have  been  judiciously 
settled;  the  delay  which  it  was  so  expedient  to  avoid,  has  been  suffered  ; 
the  expense  of  the  controversy  has  been  encountered,  and  many  of  the  evils 
which  were  anticipated  have  \yeen  endured.  The  proposal  is  not  now  to 
relinquish  doubtful  claims,  but  to  surrender  legal  rigrhts  ;  not  to  avoid  delay, 
bat  voluntarily  to  encounter  it ;  not  to  adjust  controversies  already  pending, 
but  to  sow  the  seeds  for  an  abundant  harvest  of  future  litigation.  If  these 
views  be  correct,  and  the  committee  will  briefly  submit  their  reasons  for  so 
believing,  it  can  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  the  president  and  directors 
tcied  wisely  and  faithfully  in  declining  the  overture  made  in  January  last 

The  right  of  the  canal  company  to  "the  selection  of  a  site  for  their  opera- 
tions, has  now  been  judiciously  and  finally  settled.  That  this  right  has  not 
been  exercised  wanttmly,  or  in  any  disposition  to  injuro  or  retard  the  rival 
^terprise,  must  be  apparent  from  the  fact,  that  the  location  which  has  been 
^opted,  rarely,  and  to  a  small  extent  only,  varies  from  the  position  which 
bad  been  originally  selected,  before  any  apprehensions  existed  of  a  collision 
^ith  any  competitor.  Wherever  lhe,se  variations  have  occurred,  they  have 
l^n  demanded  by  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  canal  company ;  they 
^ere  made  without  the  slightest  reference  to  an  interference  with  any  other 
hirty;  and  they  do  not  exceed,  in  amount,  those  deviations  from  every 
^Hginal  plan  of  construction  when  it  is  required  to  be  reduced  to  practical 
^ration. 

The  contracts  for  the  sections  at  the  lower  Point  of  Rocks  were  made  un- 
'«r  authority  of  an  order  of  the  hoard  of  the  14lh  January,  some  days  anterior 
i>  the  date  of  the  resolution  of  the  railroad  company  ;  and  definitive  ar- 
rangements were  at  the  same  time  made  to  place  the  entire  line  to  the  falls 
i^ve  Harper's  Ferry  under  contract. 
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The  original  location  of  t!ie  canal,  in  some  few  instances,  carried  ifsont- 
ward  embankment  further  into  the  bed  of  the  river  than  ever  was  deemed 
advisable.  The  object  of  this  location  was  to  avoid  the  expense  and  labor 
of  excavating  the  precipitous  rocks  which  impinged  upon  the  river.  The 
selection  was  to  be  made  between  two  difliculties,  and  the  determination  of 
the  question  involved  considerations  of  present  expense  and  future  secnrity. 
In  some  few  instances,  a  more  precise  examination  of  tfie  ground,  with  a 
view  to  the  actual  construction  of  the  work,  has  induced  the  few  alteratioiu 
to  which  reference  has  been  made.  The  experience  of  the  company,  as 
well  as  the  skill  of  its  engineers,  combine  to  confirm  the  propriety  of  these 
changes. 

But  the  proposition  now  under  consideration,  to  permit  the  conjoint  con- 
struction of  the  two  works  agreeably  to  the  plans  and  surveys  made  bf 
Messrs.  Knight  and  Roberts,  in  383U,  would  necessarily  involve,  notoolf 
a  departure  from  the  route  now  recommended  on  every  principle  of  expe- 
diency, but  increase  the  evils,  and  augment  the  dangers  sought  to  be  avoided 
to  an  enormous  extent.  The  reports  of  those  engineers  clearly  sliowed  that 
this  conjoint  location  was  feasible  ;  but  no  opinion  was  required  of  themifl 
their  capacity  as  commissioners  as  to  the  expediency  of  such  a  raeastiie; 
nor  were  they  called  upon  to  detail  the  advantages,  or  disadvantages,  which 
would  result  from  the  operation. 

In  the  course  of  the  legal  controversy  recently  terminated,  it  was  jfid{!ed 
expedient  by  the  counsel  of  the  canal  company  to  examine  witnesses  upon 
this  subject,  and  the  opinions  of  Judge  Roberts,  one  of  the  commissioners, 
of  Colonel  Abert,  not  at  that  period  in  any  manner  connected  with  either 
company,  but  who  had  personally,  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  ex- 
amined and  surveyed  the  whole  ground,  from  Cumberland  to  the  poinis 
under  consideration,  and  of  Mr.  Cruger,  who  had.  for  some  time,  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  company  as  engineer,  were  taken  upon  oath  as  witnesses. 
Their  testimony  concurred  in  representing  this  conjoint  location  to  be, 
upon  scientific  principles,  wholly  disconnected  with  any  views  of  policy, 
hazardous  in  the  extreme  to  the  canal. 

In  the  soundness  of  this  judgment,  it  certainly  does  not  become  ihiscom- 
mittee  to  entertain  any  want  of  confidence,  and  they  should  feel  that  ther 
were  not  doing  justice  to  themselves,  iK)r  to  those  whose  interests  tliey  haw 
been  called  to  represent,  if  they  did  not  express  their  own  concurrence  in 
these  opinions,  strengthened  and  confirmed  in  the  minds  of  a  mnjoriryof 
the  members  of  the  committee,  by  a  personal  and  careful  examinatk>oo( 
the  ground.  They  would  ben  leave  to  append  to  this  report  the  substance 
of  the  testimony  irpon  this  point  to  which  they  have  adverted. 

It  might  well  be  doubted  whetl.er  the  canal  company,  hoMinef  in  itshandi 
not  only  the  interests  of  the  individual  stockholders,  but  being,  as  your  eotn- 
mitle«  consider,  trustees  of  the  public  for  great  national  o^ects,  can  la^ 
fully  surrender  any  of  its  franchises  to  any  other  body,  upon  any  considera- 
tion. The  selection  of  the  route  for  thefr  operation  should  be  made  poidj 
and  exclusively  upon  scientific  principles;  and  when  those  in  the  employ  of 
the  company,  upon  whose  scientific  ac(juirements  they  are  bound  to  relf, 
and  in  whose  judirment  they  repose  entire  confidence,  have  selected  ibe 
route  which  the  best  interests  of  the  company  require  to  be  pursaed,  it 
would  be  unwise  and  objectionable,  in  every  point-of  view,  to  deviate  fiwo 
this  plan  upon  any  grounds  of  policv,  or  with  reference  to  other  iotereso 
tbon  those  ol  the  company  itself.     With  every  desire  to  promote  llw  vwvs 
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of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and  other  great  interests  involved  in  the 
railroad,  your  committee  entertain  the  most  serious  doubts  as  to  the  lesral 
competency  of  this  company  to  subserve  them  by  a  surrender  .of  any  of  its 
powers,  or  by  abstaining  from  the  discharge  of  any  of  its  duties. 

On  this  subject  of  the  delay  which  would  result  from  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  recommended,  the  opinion  of  your  committee  is  not  less  explicit. 
Prom  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  plan  of  the  canal  which  was  ori- 
ginally recommended,  and  not  yet  deviated  from,  the  works  have  been,  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time,  completed,  and  in  full  operation,  as  high  up 
as  the  mouth  of  Seneca  creek,  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles.  The  exca- 
vation, embankments,  and  other  works,  have  been,  for  the  most  part,  finished 
from  that  position  to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  and  will  ere  long  be  entirely  ■com- 
pleted. But  this  important  section  of  the  canal  cannot  be  made  available 
until,  by  its  extension,  as  high  as  the  contemplated  dam,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  a  competent  supply  of  water  may  be  obtained.  The  effect 
of  the  past  controversy  with  the  railroad  compa!jy  has  consequently  been 
to  deprive  this  company  of  the  use  of  all  that  portion  of  their  works  lying 
above  the  mouth  of  Seneca ;  and  they  must  continue  to  be  equally  tmavaii- 
able,  until  a  sufficient  feeder  and  free  communication  can  be  coni[»leted 
from  the  point  above. 

In  the  meantime,  the  railroad,  unembarrassed  with  any  such  impedi- 
ments, has  been  advancing  until  it  has  met  the  Potomac,  near  the  Point  of 
Rocks;  and,  so  far  as  it  das  completed  its  works,  has  been  able  to  bring 
them  into  full  operation.  The  conseiiuence  has  been,  that  while  that  com- 
pany is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  about  sixty  miles  of  road,  this  company  is 
unable  to  employ  one  half  of  its  works,  because  of  the  impediments  which 
have  arrested  our  progress  at  the  Point  of  Rocks. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  therefore,  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
wise and  inexpedient  than  to  surrender  the  power  now  possessed  of  carry- 
ing on  our  operations  to  the  Harper's  Ferry  feeder,  without  interruption  or 
molestation,  so  as  to  bring  into  active  use,  not  only  the  distance  which  in- 
tervenes between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Ferry,  but  all  that  ex- 
pensive and  valuable  part  of  the  canal  extending  downward  to  the  mouth 
of  Seneca,  a  distance  of  twenty  six  n)iles. 

That  this  most  desirable  end  cm  be  accomplished  only  by  pursuing  our 
own  course  unfettered  and  unrestricted,  appears  to  the  committee  perfectly 
demonstrable.  The  whole  line  of  the  canal,  over  this  debatable  ground,  is 
now  under  contract,  and  tfie  energies  of  the  companv  are  directed  to  its 
speedy  and  eff«^ctual  completion.  I'o  attempt  at  this  moment  to  substitute 
a  joint  construction  of  tlie  two  works  upon  the  plan  proposed,  would  re- 
quire an  abandonment  of  that  v/hic!i  has  been  done ;  would  demand  a  con- 
siderable loss  of  time  lo  arrange  and  digest,  with  the  necessary  precision, 
the  details  of  a  compact  between  the  two  companies ;  the  reletting  the  entire 
line  under  new  contracts,  which  are  to  be  approved  of  by  both  compnies 
before  the  execution  of  them  can  be  commenced. 

It  would  be  an  affectation  to  attempt  to  disguise  the  consequences  which, 
ID  the  estimation  of  your  committee,  would  result  from  an  attempt  to  carry- 
on  such  a  system  of  conjoint  operation.'  Whatever  might  be  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  two  companies  themselves;  however  they  might  feel  inclined 
Hot  only  to  harmonize  in  their  views,  but  even  to  promote  the  great  objects 
of  mutual  interest,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  but  that  indiscretions  and  im- 
proper feelings,  even  among  the  subordinate  agents  of  either  party,  might 
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involve  the  most  serious  consequences  to  both  companies.  Neither  cotd- 
pany  could,  consistently  with  its  own  views,  or,  perliaps,  within  the  powers 
conterrcd  upon  it  by  its  charier,  submit  its  concerns,  and  those  in  its  employ, 
to  the  superintendinjr  control  of  the  oilter ;  and  without  some  one  common 
umpire,  to  settle  and  adjust  all  controversies  which  may  arise,  it  would  lie 
vain  to  anticipate  any  thing  else  than  constant  interruptions  to  that  har- 
monious feehng  which  could  alone,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
ensure  the  objects  which  both  ought  to  have  in  view. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  appear  to  your  committee  conclusive  upoQ 
this  branch  of  the  snlijcct:  but  other  considerations  press  strongly  upon 
their  minds  with  irresistible  force.  The  views  wliich  have  already  teen 
presented,  must  satisfy  any  individual  of  the  great  importance  of  urgiou, 
with  all  practicable  diligence,  the  extension  of  the  canal  np  to  the  feeder  at 
Harper's  Ferry.  The  sparse  population  of  the  neighborhood,  the  peculiar 
disadvantages  of  its  climate,  and  the  competition  for  labor,  growing  out  of 
various  causes,  conspire  to  render  this  more  dif&cult  than  can  easily  be 
imagined.  It  would  be  nearly  impracticable  to  obtain  the  requisite  quantity 
of  operatives,  to  ensure  a  speedy  execution  of  both  works,  while  the  com- 
petition would  necessarily  greatly  enhance  the  price  of  labor,  and  be  se- 
riously injurious  to  the  interests  as  well  of  the  contractors  as  of  the  com- 
panies. 

The  considerations  which  have  been  urged,  with  many  others,  npoo 
which  time  is  not  allowed  to  dilate,  have  brought  the  committee  unanimous- 
ly to  the  conclusion,  that  the  proposition  made  by  the  railroad  company 
cannot  be  entertained.  They  are,  also,  with  equal  unanimity,  of  opinion, 
that  the  president  and  board  of  directors  acted  wisely  and  lailhfully  in 
promptly  and  decisively  declining  to  accede  to  it  when  originally  made^ 
and  in  taking  measures  to  put  under  contract  and  urge  to  a  sjieedy  conclu- 
sion the  important  section  of  the  work  which  wixa  embraced  by  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

If  any  doubts  had  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  president  ond  directors  was  not  only  judicious  in  itself,  M 
that  it  could  not,  by  any  construction,  be  supposed  to  have  been  intlueuoed 
by  the  position  which  the  two  companies  occupied  in  relation  to  each  other, 
or  that  it  could  have  been  deemed  injurious  to  the  rights  or  even  the  inter- 
ests of  the  railroad  company,  these  doubts  would  have  been  removed  by 
reference  to  the  language  held  by  that  company  in  one  of  the  recent  reports 
from  its  board  to  tin*  Le<rislature  of  Maryland.  A  single  passage  fromthst 
report,  dated  31st  of  January,  18:31,  will  fully  illustrate  this  idea.  In  ad- 
verting: to  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to  compromise  the  contHctinsr  claimsof 
the  two  companies,  the  report  in  question  represents  to  the  legislature  (htti 
"under  these  circumstances,  the  railroad  company  declined  the  comprooM 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  unless  it  was  made  the  basis  of  a  compromise  and  ad- 
justment of  differences  to  Cumberland,  and  determined  that,  as  litigatioa 
was,  at  all  events,  insisted  upon  by  the  canal  company,  it  should  take  pla» 
at  the  Point  of  Rocks;  where,  if  the  railroad  company  was  surcessful,  as  it 
believed  it  would  be,  in  defeating  the  claim  to  a  right  of  prior  choice  sec  up 
by  the  canal  company,  it  wntild  advance,  at  once,  ujmn  the  Potomac,  upoa 
the  property  which  it  already  held  under  conveyances  from  the  ownenin 
fee,  without  the  tronhln  or  expense  of  limiting  its  location,  and  carff^S 
on  its  construction  with  rcjerence  to  the  convenience  of  the  atnal  comffaajft 
afl  it  would  have  to  do  were  the  compromise  adopted.    And  if,  contrary  to 


73  [  377  ] 

I  reasonable  expectation,  the  railroad  company  sliould  be  defeated  by  such 
aim  to  prior  choice,  U  would,  by  stopping  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  and 
,en  crossing  into  Virginia,  be  saved  the  expense  of  the  construction  m»- 
:r  the  compromise  of  a  comparatively  useless  road,  and  the  addi- 
>nal  expense  and  dlfficuhy  of  a  viaduct  over  the  more  rapid  and  danger^ 
IS  torrent  of  Harper\s  Ferry.  In  a  word,  while  the  canal  company  had 
ery  thine  to  ffain,and  nothino;  to  lose,  by  getting  as  far  as  Harper's  Ferry 
ily,  the  railroad  company  had  nothing  whatever  to  gain,  and  was  certain 
'  being  subjected,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  to  expensive 
id  ruinous  delay  by  its  opponent." 

If  the  cnnal  board  have  been  in  error  in  supposing  this  language  sincere, 
id  as  indicating,  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  company,  a  positive  determi- 
ition  to  use  the  victory,  if  they  obtained  it,  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of 
'omoting  their  own  separate  interests,  and  as  equally  expressing  their  judg- 
ent  that  the  conjoint  construction  of  the  two  works,  over  the  debatable 
ound,  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  that  corppany,  to  an  extent  far 
"eater  than  that  of  crossing  the  Potomac  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  this  com- 
ittee,  after  mature  consideration,  in  giving  to  it  the  same  interpretation, 
ive  concurred  in  the  misapprehension. 

The  committee  have  felt  that,  in  performing  the  duty  devolved  upon  them, 
id  in  submitting  this  brief  exposition  of  the  views  by  which  they  have 
len  gfuided,  to  the  consideration  of  the  stockholders,  other  and  higher  mo- 
res were  to  influence  the  deliberations  of  this,  company,  than  such  as 
iginated  in,  or  were  nourished  and  sustained  by,  the  recollection  of  con- 
oversies  formerly  subsisting  between  the  two  companies,  and  now  so 
sppily  adjusted.  The  committee  have  perceived  that  deep  and  important 
iterests  were  involved  in  both  enterprises,  and  they  viewed,  with  peculiar 
)licitude,  those  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  which  are  intimately  connected 
rith  the  prosperity  of  both  institutions.  We  believe  it  to  be  incumbent 
pon  us  to  respect,  and  to  promote,  the  objects  which  that  Stale  had  deeply 
I  heart,  by  every  means  which  do  not  require  the  surrender,  to  a  corre- 
ponding  degree,  of  the  interests  of  the  canal  company.  Such  a  surrender 
wild  assuredly  never  have  been  contemplated  nor  desired  by  the  Lcgis- 
ature  of  Maryland  ;  and  the  gentleman  who  framed  and  submitted  to  its 
x)ii8ideration  the  resolutton  which  has  formed  the  basis  of  the  present  pro- 
ceedings, has  publicly  and  explicitly  expressed  his  belief  that  "the  canal 
company  would  [not]  be  so  suicidal  as  to  injure  itself  in  order  to  benefit  the 
ailroad." 

In  laboring  to  ascertain  whether  any  irreconcilable  contrariety  of  interest 
tisted  between  this  company  and  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  Legislature 
'^ Maryland,  the  committee,  after  the  fullest  consideration,  have  arrived  at 
le  conclnsion,  in  their  own  minds,  that  they  are  not  essentially  and  vitally 
>stile.  Entertaining  undiminished  confidence  in  their  own  undertaking, 
ey  cannot  believe  that  the  vicinity  of  a  railroad  to  the  canal,  provided  the 
arks  of  the  one  will  not  impede  the  free  use  of  the  other,  or  an  uninter- 
pted  access  to  and  from  the  adjacent  country,  will  be  seriously  detri- 
ental  to  the  interests  of  the  latter.  We  believe  that  the  canal  may  suc- 
ssfully  compete,  upon  equal  ground,  with  its  enterprising  rival.  Under 
(5  firm  conviction,  and  anxious  desire  to  meet  the  views  of  those  who 
licipate  great  advanlas:es  from  the  completion  or  extension  of  the  rail- 
id,  your  committee  would  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  stockhold- 
I,  that  if,  upon  a  more  minute  survey  and  examination  of  the  ground,  it 
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shall  appear  that  an  arrangement  can  be  effected,  upon  satisfactory  terms, 
which  shall  prv)tect  ihe  canal  from  danger  to  its  works,  their  unobstructed 
use,  and  an  easy  and  uninterrupted  access  to  the  adjacent  country,  where?er 
it  may  be  deemed  expedient,  that,  as  soon  as  the  canal  is  completed  to  Har- 
per's Ferry,  upon  its  own  independent  location,  every  facility  be  extended 
to  the  railroad  company  to  continue  their  work  to  the  same  point.  And 
should  it  be  finally  decided  by  that  company  that  Harper's  Ferry  furnisho 
a  more  eligible  position,  at  which,  to  cross  the  canal  and  river  to  the  Tir. 
ginia  shore,  that  the  canal  company  should  consent  to  any  liberal  and  &ir 
arrangement  by  which  that  object  can  be  aUained,  without  sacriDcing  the 
paramount  interests  of  the  canal. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Chairman. 
June  16,  1832. 

In  Meeting,  Wednesday,  Julj/  11,  1832. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Benjamin  S.  Forrest,  Esquire,  that  the  iDeetiag 
should  now  adjourn  until  the  25th  day  of  the  present  month,  but  the  wo- 
tion  was  lost. 

On  motion  by  Joseph  Pearson,  Esquire,  the  report  of  the  committer,  oo 
the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  relative  to  the  joial 
construction  of  the  canal  and  tailroad,  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
The  report,  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  General  Walter  Jones, 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  by  General  Walter  Jones,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  tlie  28th  of  April  last,  t* 
consider  and  report  upon  the  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  General  As* 
sembly  of  Maryland,  relative  to  the  joint  construction  of  the  Chesapeal:e 
and  Ohio  canal  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  be  directed  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon  a  plan  for  accommodating  the  Baltimore  tod 
Ohio  railroad  with  a  passage  alongside  of  the  canal,  which  plan,  it  is  un- 
derstood, that  the  representative  of  Maryland,  in  this  meetings  and  ibe  Sc^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  several  stockholders  and  otb«n,  most 
favorably  disposed  to  the  views  and  wi.shes  of  the  railroad  company,  on  this 
subject,  have  intimated  a  desire  to  have  inquired  into  and  considered  bf 
this  meeting,  as  if  it  were  an  alternative  proposition,  in  case  the  specific 
proposition  from  the  railroad  company  now  before  this  company  should!* 
deemed  inadmissible,  to  wit:  to  allo^v  the  railroad  a  passage  alongside tb( 
canal,  next  the  river  from  the  Point  of  Rocks,  to  Harper's  Ferry,  nssoonn 
that  section  of  the  canal  shall  be  completed,  or  to  go  on  with  the  railnw^ 
on  that  line,  from  time  to  time,  successively,  as  successive  portions  of  tb* 
canal  may  he  completed. 

On  motion  by  Joseph  Pearson,  Esquire,  General  Walter  Jones  was  add* 
to  the  committee. 

In  Meeting,  Saturday,  July  14,  IS& 
Colonel  George  Bomford  attended  as  the  proxy  of  the  United  Stites,afl' 
Caspar  \V.  Wever,  Esquire,  as  the  proxy  of  the  State  of  Virj^inia. 

In  Meeting,  Friday,  August  3, 1832. 

Anthony  C.  Cazenove,  Esquire,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  re** 
lution :  _. 

Whereas,  this  company  has  been  requested  by  the  Baltimore  Rwlroia 
CSompany  to  fix  uipou  ^otvvb  ^W  for  the  joint  donstruction  of  the  Cbca- 
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eake  and  Ohio  canal  and  tlie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  from  the  Point 
f  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  does  not 
ppear  to  us  practicable,  with  safety  to  both  works  :  and  whereas,  two  such 
reat  and  rival  undertakings  cannot  be  carried  on  to  completion,  without 
reatly  impairing,  if  not  completely  desiroyin;r,  the  interests  of  both  ;  and 
re  are,  moreover,  persuaded  that  every  consideration  of  propriety  and  inte- 
esl  leads  the  Baliimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  unite  with  the 
/besapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  in  the  magnificent  and  all  import- 
nt  work  of  completing  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  and  thence  to  the  waters 
f  the  Ohio  :  It  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  be  informed 
hat  this  company  is  ready  to  treat  witli  them  for  the  union,  on  equitable 
principles,  of  the  two  companies  into  one,  for  the  construction  of  the  canal 
ironi  the  Point  ol  Rocks  to  Cumberland,  and  thence  to  the  Ohio,  with  the 
privilege,  on  the  part  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  to  make 
.  lateral  canal  from  the  Point  of  Rocks,  or  some  other  to  be  agreed  upon,  to 
fadlimore ;  or  for  them  to  depend  upon  a  basin  to  be  there  formed,  and 
heir  railroad  only,  for  their  communication  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
anaL 

Which,  on  motion  by  William  M.  Stewart,  Esquire,  was  laid  upon  the 
ftble. 

Colonel  George  Bomford  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
ions : 

Experience  having  demonstrated  that  the  early  accomplishment  of  an 
ntercourse  between  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  whether  by  canals  or  rail- 
eads,  requires  the  resources  of  all  its  friends  in  one  common  plan  : 

Hesolvedj  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  it  is  highly  desirnble  that  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  and  Riiilroad  Companies,  instead  of  applying 
heir  means  and  eiforls  to  different,  and,  in  some  respects,  rival  schemes, 
ihould  concentrate  them  on  one  common  object  of  acknowledged  and  equal 
utility  to  the  respective  interests  affected  by  it. 

That  a  canal,  if  not  the  only  practicable,  is  unquestionably  the  cheapest 
Ikiode  of  transporting  lumber  and  coal,  the  toll  on  which  will  transcend 
those  on  all  other  articles. 

That,  if  the  division  of  the  resources  of  the  two  companies  should,  by 
Hwsibility,  have  the  effect  of  frustrating  the  canal,  and  the  railroad  should, 
IS  it  probably  would,  yield  little  or  no  profit  on  the  transportation  of  these 
irticles,  the  api)rehension  of  this  result  must  either  defeat  the  railroad  alto- 
:ether,  or,  if  effected,  will  render  almost  totally  unproductive  the  immense 
apital  required  for  its  accomplishment:  whereas,  should  the  canal  be 
peedily  made  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Cumberland,  and  as  soon  there- 
fier  as  practicable  to  its  western  termination,  every  article  of  commerce  may 
e  transported  down  it  to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  at  such  an  anticipated  profit 
>  the  company,  as  at  once  to  ensure  the  requisite  funds,  and  to  render  them 
reductive;  the  more  especially  as,  should  the  whole  transportation  be  by 
le  canal  to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  instead  of  being  in  part  by  the  canal,  and 
1  part  by  the  railroad,  such  profit  will  be  sure  and  great,  instead  of  being, 
s  it  might  be  in  the  contrary  event,  precarious  and  trifling. 

That,  considering  the  large  subscriptions  made  before  the  railroad  was 
lought  of,  by  the  corporations  and  individuals  of  the  District,  amounting 
)  about  two  millions  of  dollars,  constituting  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  its 
mire  property,  and  which,  having  been  prmcipally  borrowed,  must,  at  no 
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remote  date,  be  repaid,  and  which,  until  repaid,  operates  as  an  annual  tax 
of  nt  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  any  measures,  which  should  op. 
erate  either  to  frustrate  or  impede  the  canal,  or  to  shake  public  confidence 
in  its  success  and  productiveness,  would  be,  in  the  highest  degree,  not 
merely  prejudicial  to  their  interests,  but  likewise  fatal  to  their  i>ermaDem 
prosperity,  by  depriving  them  of  the  credit  essential  to  raising  the  funds 
requisite  to  its  completion  : 

Resolved,  therefore^  That  the  following  propositions,  as  best  fitted  to 
compromise,  on  principles  of  justice  and  reciprocity,  all  the  interests  iovol* 
ved,  be  submitted  to  the  railroad  company : 

1.  That  the  railroad,  for  the  present,  terminate  at  the  Point  of  Rocks. 

2.  That  the  right  of  the  railroad  company  to  extend  the  road,  after  the 
completion  of  the  canal  to  ('umberland,  and  subsequent  to  the  year  ISM, 
be  reserved. 

3.  That,  in  the  meantime,  the  resources  of  the  two  companies  be  DDiled, 
and  directed  to  the  vigorous  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  aid 
thence  to  the  Ohio. 

4.  That  the  requisite  legislative  provisions  to  carry  this  object  into  ^BbA 
be  applied  for  by  the  two  companies. 

5.  That  the  dividends  on  the  stocks  of  the  two  companies  be  aiade  pro 
rata,  out  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  tolls  derived  from  the  canal  and  railroid. 

6.  That  in  case  the  railroad  company  should  declare  its  assent  to  the 
foregoing  terms,  either  as  they  now  stand,  or  with  any  necessary  modifica- 
tions, that  a  committee  of  three  members  of  this  company  be  appointed  bf 
the  president  and  directors,  to  meet  a  like  committee  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  railroad  company ;  and  the  said  joint  committee  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, authorized  to  make  and  execute  a  definitive  plan  and  compact  between 
the  two  companies,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  foregoing  propositioos 
into  efifect. 

On  motion  by  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq ,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  preamble  and  resolutions  just  offered,  together  with 
that  previously  offered  by  Anihony  C.  Cazenove,  Ksq.,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the2Sth  of  April  last,  on  the  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Maryland,  relative  to  the  joint  construction  of  the  railroid 
and  canal. 

On  motion  by  General  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Anthony  C.  Cazenove,  E^i 
and  Colonel  George  Bomford  were  added  to  the  aforesaid  committee. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  stated  that  the  committee  appointed  on  the2ftk 
of  April  last  had  received  from  the  representative  of  the  State  of  MaryUo' 
the  following  letter  and  proposition  ;  but  which,  not  having  been  referw' 
by  the  stockholders,  the  committee  could  not  entertain  : 

Washington  {Gadsby's),  July  13, 1S32. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  considered  of.  and  consulted  with  those  best  infiwi' 
cd  and  most  interested  in,  the  passaofe  of  the  niilroad  along  the  Point  of 
Rocks,  upon  the  inquiry  by  General  Jones's  motion  of  reference,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  in  the  canal  meeting.  Before  I  speak  of  the  conclusioii  ^ 
which  my  mind  has  been  brought  on  this  subject,  permit  me  to  say ,  thiti 
although  I  could  not  object  to  any  inquiry.  I  did  not,  before  its  pa»api 
understand  that  the  resolution  would  bear  the  precise  shape  which  it  h^ 
assumed. 
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As  to  the  plan  snggested  by  the  resolution  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  am 
!onvmced  that  the  difficulties  of  acting  under  it  are  so  niimerons  and  seri- 
)us,  not  to  say  insurmountable,  that  the  railroad  company  would  save,  in 
expense  and  time,  by  constructing  an  independent  road  on  the  land  side  of 
he  canal. 

Notwithitlistanding  I  feel  most  anxiously  for  the  success  of  the  proposition 
)f  the  railroad  company,  heretofore  submitted  by  me  to  your  committee, 
Tom  the  earnest  desire  which  you  signified,  and,  I  am  sure,  felt,  on  Wed- 
lesday,  to  advance,  as  well  the  interests  and  progress  of  the  railroad  as  the 
Sana),  I  am  induced  to  oifer  to  your  committee,  and,  through  it,  to  the 
itockholders,  a  new  and  distinct  proposition,  in  whicii  I  am  authorized  to 
liedge  the  concurrence  of  the  railroad  company. 

I  enclose  the  proposition,  under  a  conviction  that  it  will  be  well  and  fairly 
x>nsidered  by  the  committee,  and  a  hope  that  its  terms  will  be  found  so  lib- 
eral, that  it  will,  at  once,  be  assented  to,  and  recommended  to  the  adoption 
>f  ifie  stockholders. 

The  important  and  numerous  advantages  to  be  secured  to  the  canal  com- 
mjf  by  their  acceding  to  this  proposition,  are  so  obvious,  that  they  need 
M>t  be  presented  to  you  by  me. 

I  wish  it  understood  that  the  former  proposition  is  not  withdrawn,  but 
;hat  this  is  submitted  as  an  alternative,  in  the  event  of  the  terms  of  the 
brmer  being  considered  inadmissible. 

If  it  be  thought  that  I  can  be  of  any  service  by  attending  the  committee, 
t  shall  be  pleased  with  an  opportunity  oi  meeting  them. 

I  am,  dear,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  FORREST. 

Richard  S.  Coxc,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  Canal  Committee. 

Proposition. 

As  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  representing  its  canal  stock,  and 
it8  wishes  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  compromise  between  the  canal 
tod  railroad  companies,  I  propose  that  the  railroad  company  shall  under- 
take to  construct  the  canal,  of  its  full  width  of  sixty  feet,  and  its  full  depth 
of  six  feet,  upon  the  location  for  joint  construction  made  by  Knight  and 
fc)berts,  at  the  narrow  passes  between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's 
^erry,  for  tke  sum  which  the  canal,  as  located  at  this  time,  is  estimated  to 
^oisX  under  the  present  contract  prices,  to  be  paid  twice  a  month,  or  monthly, 
>y  the  canal  company  to  the  railroad  company,  in  such  sums  as  the  engi- 
^Her  of  the  c&n(il  may  estimate ;  and  the  railroad  company  shall  stipulate 
o  finish  the  se.id  canal  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December,  1833,  and 
hall  guaranty  i;  to  stand,  and  keep  it  in  repair  for  the  term  of  five  year* 
fter  its  completion. 

B.  S.  FORREST. 

JuLT  13,  1832. 

Note. — If  difficulty  maybe  apprehended  in  consummating  the  agreement 
t)  detail,  of  which  the  aforegoing  is  proposed  to  be  the  basis,  no  objection 
rtll  be  made  to  the  appointment  of  an  umpire  at  this  time,  to  be  chosen  by 
he  two  companies,  who  shall  finally  settle  the  details  of  the  arrangement 
toposed,  and  all  ottier  questions  which  may  arise  under  it,  between  Uie  two 
f>mpanies. 
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■  '^':    .'Ltr  juiii  proposition,  having  been  read,  were  referred  to  the  before- 
^..   .ut^  jouioiiuee. 

In  Meeting,  Saturday^  August  4,  1832. 
*<:..  ti.vriD  S.  CoxE,  Esq.,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  various  projxv 
>i':ious  were  yesterday  and  on  the  11th  July  last  referred,  made  thelol- 

REPORT  : 

'l*he  committee  appointed  on  the  28th  of  April  last,  having  taken  undcf 
consideration  the  various  subjects  referred  to  them  since  the  date  of  thdr 
report  of  June  16th,  beg  leave  to  submit  their  views  in  this  suppIemeDtil 
report: 

In  regard  to  the  propositions  offered  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company,  by,  or  in  behalf  of,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Compiof, 
this  committee  has,  in  its  report  of  the  16th  June,  submitted  its  views  npoB 
the  general  principles  which  these  propositions  involve.  The  meetinffof 
the  stockholders  has  intimated  no  dissent  from  these  opinions  ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  constitution  of  die 
committee,  no  disposition  has  been  indicated  to  vary,  in  any  one  important 
particular,  from  that  report. 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  new  subjects  referred  to  it,  the  commitlee, 
as  well  from  the  dictates  of  its  own  judgment  as  from  the  implied  aswtf 
given  to  its  views  by  the  general  meeting,  has  not  thought  it  incumbent  to 
add  any  thing  to  the  reasonings  of  the  former  report.  It  has  been  assamed 
that  it  speaks  the  language  and  sentiments  of  the  company  at  large. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  from  an  expression  of  its  deep  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  questions  now  submitted  to  the  deliberate  consideration 
of  the  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders.  The  points  originally  in  con- 
troversy between  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  and  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  in  themselves  interesting  and  ifBff^' 
tant,  have  become  doubly  so  by  the  anxiety  they  have  awakened.  Kvery 
citizen  of  the  community  has  participated*  in  this  feeling.  The  memben^ 
the  legislative  bodies  to  which  each  company  is  so  deeply  indebted,  have 
expressed  a  deep  solicitude  in  the  question ;  and,  in  particular,  that  of  llarf- 
land,  the  common  parent  of  both,  has  exercised  its  parental  iaflueoce  (p 
produce  harmony  of  feeling  and  union  of  action  among  its  offspring.  Thii 
committee  will  not  affect  to  disguise  its  sense  of  the  heavy  respoosibili? 
devolved  upon  it.  We  entertain  a  deep  solicitude,  not  only  that  the  opin* 
ions  we  may  express,  and  the  measures  we  may  recommend,  may  be  in 
themselves  just  and  right,  but  that  they  may  recommend  themselves  to  the 
judgment  of  all  who  may  feel  an  interest  in  the  subject. 

It  appeared  perfectly  obvious  to  the  committee,  that  it  must  at  once  OGCsr 
to  every  individual  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  close  contiguity  betwetf 
two  such  works  of  internal  improvement  could  be  productive  of  benefit  IB 
neither.  It  could  not,  in  any  particular,  enhance  the  valne  of  the  canali 
that  a  rival  enterprise  was  constructed  immediatelv  upon  its  margin,  and  it 
in  equally  obvious  that  no  stockholder  in  the  railroad  would  feel  that  hii 
interests  were  promoted  by  a  contiguous  canal.  The  most  sanguine  u- 
ticipations  of  the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  oor  country  must  po^ 
pooe^  for  Doany  years,  the  period  when  it  will  exhibit  such  an  aceumnlatioa 
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3f  commodities,  and  such  an  increase  of  business,  as  will  furnish  full  em- 
ployment to  both  works.  In  the  indefinite  interval,  all  the  produce  which 
will  descend  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  may  conveniently  be  transported  on 
cither  of  these  channels  of  communication,  while  all  the  commodities  sup- 
phed  from  the  seaboard  for  the  consumption  of  the  interior  must,  as  is 
equally  obvious,  afford  much  less  than  full  employment  to  either  work. 
Their  proximity  to  each  other  limits  them  to  the  same  range  of  country. 

Without  instituting  any  comparison  between  the  two  important  projects, 
w  endeavoring  to  ascertain  their  relative  value  as  means  of  intercourse, 
points  upon  which  great  diversities  of  opinion  prevail,  it  must  be  sufficiently 
Dbvious  that,  if  each  of  them,  separately,  possesses  the  capacity  to  perform 
M  the  business  which  the  country  requires,  the  proximity  of  a  rival  enter- 
prise cannot  but  be  pernicious  in  its  influence.  If  they  hold  out  equal  in- 
ducements to  the  merchant  and  the  farmer,  they  will  share,  in  the  same 
proportion,  the  business  wliich  is  to  be  performed.  Ruinous  competitions  to 
engross  the  whole,  or  an  undue  proportion  of  the  transportation,  may  be 
confidently  anticipated,  and  the  two  companies  will  inevitably  find  them- 
lelres  occupied  in  useless  and  unprofitable,  if  not  destructive,  collisions. 
Inadequate  profits  upon  the  large  amount  of  capital  invested  will  speedily 
induce  neglect,  and  neglect  will  rapidly  hurry  both  to  destruction.  Should 
experience  demonstrate  the  decided  superiority  of  either  over  its  rival,  the 
deterioration  \n  the  value  of  the  less  fortunate,  because  less  useful,  under- 
taking, may  prompt  to  self-immolation,  as  the  means  of  involving  both  in 
one  common  ruin.  Fairness  and  liberality,  on  both  sides,  with  an  equal 
participation  in  the  entire  trade,  must  render  the  stock  of  each  unproductive 
to  the  proprietors. 

With  these  views,  which,  to  the  committee,  appear  undeniable  and  incon- 
trovertible, we  cannot  but  regard  the  project  of  carrying  on  the  two  works, 
in  immediate  contact  with  each  other,  as  calculated  seriously  to  impair  the 
utility  and  value  of  both.  So  long  as  they  are  in  juxtaposition,  all  the 
business  performed  by  one  would  substantially  be  so  much  subtracted  from 
fte  other,  and  an  application  to  either,  voluntarily  to  permit  the  rival  work 
fo  be  carried  along  its  side,  does  appear  to  the  committee  an  application  to 
inflict  upon  itself  an  enormous,  if  not  a  vital  injury. 

Can  it  for  a  moment  be  credited  that  a  single  stockholder  of  either  com- 
pany, with  any  view  to  derive  a  return  from  his  investment,  would  ever 
^▼e  affixed  his  name  to  the  subscription  hst,  if  the  original  plan  had  con- 
^mplated  the  immediate  proximity  and  close  contiguity  of  the  rival  enter- 
prise ?  Is  one  to  be  found,  so  confident  in  the  al^olute  superiority  of  the 
^ork  with  which  he  is  connected,  as  not  to  see,  to  feel,  and  to  acknowledge, 
bat  its  value  would  be  essentially  impaired  by  the  circumstance  that 
^Hothcr  medium  of  communication  lay  in  actual  contact  with  his  own? 

Strongly  impressed  with  the  accuracy  of  these  views,  the  committee  is 
tnhesitatingly  and  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  true  interests  of  all 
lUties  imperiously  demand  that  the  idea  of  carrying  on  both  canal  and 
Ulroad  beyond  the  point  of  junction  should,  at  least  for  the  present,  be 
bandoned.  In  this  opinion,  they  confidently  anticipate  the  cordial  coii- 
tiiTence  of  the  intelligent  stockholders  of  the  railroad  company.  It  is 
'itionary  to  anticipate,  within  any  moderate  period  of  time,  that  sufficient 
ceupation  shall  be  furnished  to  both ;  and,  should  that  period  happily  ar- 
Itc,  tlie  work  temporarily  postponed  may  be  executed  under  circumstances 
te  more  auspicious  than  those  which  at  present  exist    Under  present  cir- 
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cumstanccs,  we  apprehend  it  will  not  be  controverted  that,  if  ihe  superiotily 
80  confidently  claimed  by  our  rivals  be  adjudged  to  them  by  the  results  of 
experience,  the  concession,  under  any  terms,  of  the  ri^rlu  to  construct  a  road 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  canal,  would  be  suicidal.  Should  their  an- 
ticipations not  be  realized,  the  injury  which  would  necessarily  result  torn 
would  not  be  alleviated  by  the  consideration  that  our  less  fortunate  com- 
petitor had  sustained  losses  still  more  destructive. 

Under  a  deep  conviction  that  these  views  are  as  sound  as  we  know  then 
to  be  sincere,  the  committee  is  unanimously  of  opinion  thai  the  resonito 
and  strength  of  both  companies,  to  complete  the  canal  beyond  the  Point  of 
Rocks,  are  demanded  by  every  consideration,  as  well  of  public  as  of  private 
interest.  The  construction  of  a  basin  of  competent  dimensions  at  the  poid 
of  junction,  with  suitable  facilities  for  the  loadin&f  and  unloading  of  boati; 
would  secure  to  each  party  an  equal  interest  in  all  the  work  above,  if  ei» 
perience  shall  demonstrate  that  either  plan  is  superior  to  the  other,  the  ef- 
fect will  be  obvious,  and  the  advantages  will  be  experienced  below  the  point 
of  divergence.  Whichever  shall  find  itself  occupying  an  attitude  ot  infe- 
riority, may  still  discover  topics  of  consolation  in  the  reflection,  that  import- 
ant public  benefits  have  compensated  for  individual  losses.  The  commit- 
tee therefore  recommend  that  the  preamble  and  resolutions  submitted  yei- 
terday  by  Colonel  Bomford,  be  adopted,  with  such  a  modification  of  theJI/U 
resolution,  as  shall  more  distinctly  provide  that,  above  the  Point  of  Rocb^ 
the  canal  shall  be  executed  as  a  joint  concern,  and  the  profits  distributed 
according  to  the  contributions  of  the  two  parties,  while  the  railroad  fnm 
thence  to  Baltimore,  and  the  canal  to  the  District,  shall  remain  separateaai 
distinct  in  interest.  The  committee  will  refrain  from  suggesting  the  detiili 
of  the  compact,  which  ought  to  be  framed  with  great  care  and  circaospee- 
lion,  in  the  nmnner  contemplated  in  tlie  sixth  section  resolution. 

The  committee  cannot  refrain  from  indulging  the  hope  that  the  Qofbrn- 
nate  and  unprofitable  controversy  which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  die 
two  companies,  may  now  be  adjusted  in  the  manner  which  has  been  pn^ 
Bed.  They  would  willingly  postpone  even  an  expression  of  opinion  ipn 
the  other  subjects  referred  to  them.  But,  under  the  instructions  thef  liit 
received,  this  would  be  irregular ;  and  they  feel  called  upon  to  present  ibeir 
views,  although  no  immediate  action  on  them  by  the  company  is  required 

In  res^nrd  to  the  proposition  particularly  referred  to  the  committee,  on  tb 
llth  July,  which  contemplated  that  the  railroad  should  be  permitted  to ciw 
the  canal  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  and  be  extended  along  the  canal  on  Ik    r 
river  side  to  Harper's  Ferry,  though  not  free  from  serious  objections,"*"   i 
probable  that  such  a  plan  might  be  so  modified  and  guarded  as  to  induoetb    ^ 
canal  company  so  far  to  yield,  in  a  spirit  of  compromise.     The  propositi*   ^ 
was  presented  under  so  imposing  a  weight  of  authority,  as  to  eoainft 
the  most  serious  consideration  ;  but  all  hopes  of  its  serving  as  the  bosis" 
atl  eventual  and  satisfactory  arrangement  were  destroyed  by  tbeeailf* 
nnnciaiion,  from  the  representative  of  Maryland,  that  it  would  notheifr 
ceded  to  by  the  railroad  company. 

The  committee  will  therefore  content  themselves  with  an  cxpiwM*" 
their  regret  that  a  suggestion  emanating  from  so  high  and  irppeftwlj 
source,  and  which  promised  such  auspicious  results,  should  bedisclii'i' 
in  limine  by  the  party  which  is  asking  for  concessions.  , 

Tlie  proposition  submitted  by  the  representative  of  Maryland,  bjr  waf  ■ 
substitute,  or  alternative,  contemplates  the  conjoint  constructkiB  or  dw^ 
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works  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  tlie  Point  of  Rocks,  npon  the  basis  of  the 
rep<^rt  of  Kni.irht  nnd  Rofierts.  The  committee  have  already  submitted 
thrir  opinion  that  snch  a  construction  would  be  replete  with  injury  to  the 
canal  company,  and  they  are  unable  to  perceive,  in  the  unessential  modifi« 
cations  in  the  details  of  the  plan  now  before  them,  any  thing  which  is  cal- 
culated to  fifuard  apfiinst,  or  compensate  for,  the  positive  evils  which  they 
oppreheiid  to  be  inevitable. 

The  committee  concur  in  recommending  the  adoption  of  a  resolution,  re- 
questing the  president  and  directors  to  make  application  to  Congress,  and 
the  several  other  panics  to  the  charter,  for  such  additional  subscriptions  to 
the  stock  of  the  company  as  will  ensure  the  speedy  and  efficient  prosecution 
of  its  works  lo  the  coal  banks  above  Cumberland;  but,  entertaining  a  deci- 
ded opinion  that  no  reasonable  doubts  can  exist  npon  the  subject  "of  a  for- 
feiture of  the  existing  charter,  they  deem  it  inexpedient  and  unnecessary  to 
present  this  subject  to  those  authorities. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee. 

KICHARD  S.  COXE,  aiairman,  ^c 

The  adoption  of  the  report  beinsj  under  consideration,  Benjamin  S. 
Forrest,  Esq.,  offered  the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute  therefor: 

Resohfiti.  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  to  accede  to  the  wishes  and  rec- 
omwiendations  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  expressed  in  a  preamble  and  res- 
ohuion,  passed  by  the  General  Ai^sembly  of  Maryland,  and  referred  lo  a 
committee  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
in  meeting  on  the  2Sth  of  April,  1832;  and  the  president  and  directors  of 
Ihe  caiml  company  are  hereby  required,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  enter  into 
•uch  reasonable  agreements  and  contracts  with  the  railroad  company,  as 
may  be  necessary  for  passinsr  the  canal  and  railroad  along  the  narrow  passes 
between  the  lower  Pouit  of  Rocks  at  Harper's  Perrv. 

Bknjamin  L.  Lkar,  Esq.,  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  offered  by 

Mr.  Forrest,  by  striking  out  ihe  words  "the  wishes  and  recommendations  of 

tfic  Slate  of  Maryland,  expressed  in  a  preamble  and  resoluiion  passed  by 

Ihe  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  referred  to  a  committee  by  the 

■lockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  in  meeting  on 

the  28th  of  April,  1832,"  and  inserting  the  words,  "the  proposition  of  the 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  (Company." 

The  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  as  amend- 
ed, and  It  was  lost.     Ayes  1,423,  noes  7,962. 

Benjamin  S.  Forrest,  Esq.,  then  proposed  to  strike  out  the  report  of 
tti«  committee,  and  insert  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved^  That  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  (Company,  to  agree  with  the  president 
^nd  directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  for  the  con- 
■liuciion  of  the  canal,  with  its  full  width  of  sixty  feet,  and  its  full  depth  of 
•ix  feet,  upon  the  location  for  joint  construction  made  by  Knight  ancf  Rob« 
^*18,  at  the  narrow  passes  between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Ferry, 
plTOTided  the  said  railroad  company  will  do  the  same  for  the  snm  which  the 
^aiial,  as  located  at  this  time,  is  estimated  to  cost,  under  the  present  contract 
Pttces,  to  be  paid  monthly  by  the  canal  company  to  the  railroad  company, 
«  siich  sums  astheengineer  of  the  canal  may  estimate;  and  provided,  also, 
****l  the  said  railroad  company  shall  stipulate  to  finish  the  said  canal,  by  or 
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before  the  period  at  which  the  canal  company  shall  be  prepared  to  introduce 
water  in  the  canal  for  navigable  purposes,  from  the  feeder  next  above  Har- 
per's Ferry;  and  guaranty  the  canal  so  made  by  said  railroad  company,  to 
stand,  and  to  keep  it  in  repair  for  the  term  of  five  years  after  its  completion. 

Resolved  further,  That,  hetore  said  agreement  shall  be  entered  into,  an 
umpire  shall  be  appointed  by  the  two  companies,  who  shall  finally  settle  any 
details  necessary  for  effectuating  the  agreement  mentioned  in  the  aforegoing 
resolution,  and  all  other  questions  which  may  arise  under  said  agreement 
between  the  two  companies. 

KicHARD  S.  CoxE,  Esq.,  moved  that  the  question  be  divided,  and  the 
question  was  put  upon  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  report ;  which  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

William  M.  Stewart,  Esq.,  proposed  to  add  to  the  report  the  following: 

The  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  haviitf 
had  under  consideration  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  a£ 
vising  and  recommending  the  assent,  on  the  part  of  this  company,  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Baltimore  and  Oiiio  Railroad  Company,  for  the  joint  cod* 
stniction  of  the  railroad  and  canal,  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harpei^ 
Ferry  : 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  object  of  the  canal  company  being,  ns  declared 
in  their  charter,  "  to  extend  and  multiply  the  means  and  facilities  of  intenial 
commerce  and  personal  intercourse  between  the  two  great  sections  of  the 
United  States,"  it  is  not  the  wish  or  intention  of  this  company  to  retard  or 
interrupt  the  progress  or  construction  of  any  other  work,  having  a  similar 
object  in  view. 

2d.  That  the  deep  and  immediate  interest  which  Maryland  has  in  all 
works  of  internal  improvement  within  her  borders,  and  the  liberality  wbieh 
fihe  has  shown  to  this  company,  render  any  request  on  the  part  of  ihit 
State  especially  worthy  of  consideration. 

3d.  H'hat,  in  order  to  promote  the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  propi- 
tiate all  parties,  manifest  a  disposition  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  6taleaf 
Maryland,  and,  by  establishing  a  good  understanding  between  the  tw(^cr^ 
ate  such  a  union  of  interests  as  will  be  mutually  beneficial,  the  propootion 
of  the  railroad  company,  as  made  through  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Haiy- 
land,  be  accepted,  and  the  president  and  directors  are  hereby  authorized  aai 
directed  to  carry  the  agreement  into  efTect. 

John  Marbury,  Esq.,demanded  the  previous  question;  and  the  call  beiflf 
sustained  by  the  meeting,  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  ite 
committee  was  put  and  carried.    Ayes  7,961 ;  noes  1,415. 

The  foregoing  are  true  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  stockhoidcn 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  in  general  meeting. 

Attest :  JOHN  P.  INGLE. 

Starttary  of  the  Meetmg* 

As  the  location  of  the  canal,  at  both  Points  of  Rocks,  preceded  thee* 
tracts  for  its  construction ;  as  these  were  made  before  the  Legislaluna 
Maryland  had  considered  the  Baltimore  proposition,  and,  conseqiieallyi  t^ 
tote  any  opinion,  in  relation  to  it,  had  been  expressed  by  that  hoDonU* 
body,  it  is  evident  that  the  location  of  the  canal  could  not  have  been  cbaoge% 
as  charged,  "  in  defiance  of  the  known  and  expressed  wishes  of  tbe  Si* 
«fMarylaDd." 
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Bui  ihe  Tacts  show  that  the  locution  was  not,  and  conld  not  hhve  been 
nan^ed,  in  the  difficult  passes  to  which  the  Baltimore  proposal  referred,  at 
\ty  tinne,  for  the  ilUberal  purpose  imputed  to  the  canal  company. 

There  was  not,  in  truth,  at  either  Point  of  Rocks,  sufficient  room,  without 
iciirring  a  heavy  expenditure,  for  either  a  canal  or  a  railroad.  For  the 
>nstruction  of  either,  without  reference  to  the  other,  it  was  obviously  ne- 
fissary  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river  Potomac,  at  all  times  covered 
'ilh  water.  The  admission  of  a  railroad  between  the  canal  and  the  over- 
anging:  cJijflfs  of  rock,  as  was  proposed,  was  calculated  to  protrude  the  latter 
LTtber  into  the  rapid  current  of  the  stream,  and  into  deep  water.  The 
Kpensive  controversy  between  the  two  companies,  decided,  after  a  delay  of 
iree  years  and  a  half,  only  a  fortnight  before  the  date  of  the  railroad  prop- 
rition,  grew  out  of  this  peculiar  formation  of  the  river  banks,  for  distances, 
elow  Cumberland  and  above  the  Point  of  Rocks,  making,  together  47  miles. 

As  soon  as  that  controversy  ceased,  the  canal  company,  as  in  duty  bound, 
roceeded  to  construct  the  canal  along  the  very  ground  early  marked  out, 
nd  so  long  injuriwisly  \^ithhe|d  from  them,  without  any  reference  what- 
ver  to  the  recent  controversy,  or  to  the  claims  of  the  railroad  company : 
rhich,  no  longer  constituting  an  impediment  to  their  progress,  were  no 
HijSer  -considered 

They  consulted,  in  the  location,  security,  convenience,  and  economy. 
Biat  they  looked  to  these  considerations,  and  these  alone,  conclusive  evi- 
Imce  is  furnished,  by  a  document,  of  record  in  ihe  court  of  chancery  at 
biDapoHs.  It  is  the  report  of  the  engineers  of  the  two  companies,  Messrs. 
iobeits  and  Knight,  empowered  to  estimate  the  actual  and  relative  cost  of 
I  separate  location  and  construction  ;  of  a  joiut  location  and  independent 
ODstniction ;  and  of  a  joint  location  and  joint  construction  of  the  two  works. 

On  examining  that  report,  it  will  be  seen,  that  those  engineers  computed 
lie  cost  of  a  canal,  located  and  constructed  at  the  two  Points  of  Rocks,  for 
distance  of  but  5,156  feet,  without  reference  to  the  railroad,  at  ^68,889. 

Now,  if  the  location  of  these  gentlemen,  the  dimensions  and  plan  of  the 
unal  bein^  the  same,  had  been  subsequently  changed,  with  a  view  to  shut 
at  the  railroad,  it  must  have  been  effected  by  pressing  harder  upon,  or  ex- 
snding  the  canal,  into  the  neighboring  cliffs  of  rock,  and,  consequently,  at 
Q  enhanced  cost.  So  far,  however,  from  this  being  the  fact,  the  actual 
fcnal,  exclusive  of  two  culverts  and  a  lock,  also  excluded  from  the  former 
ninuite,  and  embracing,  not  the  5,156  feet  only,  but  a  space  of  2^  miles, 
nd  now  very  nearly  completed,  it  has  been  clearly  ascertained  will  cost 
iss  than  $57,000,  making  a  ditference  in  favor  of  the  company,  provided 
Xe  intermediate  work,  not  comprehended  in  tlie  above  estimate,  be  compu- 
te!, of  at  least  $20,000. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  complete  refutation  of  the  injurious 
barges  upon  the  canal  company,  than  the  preceding  statement  of  undenia- 
Ic  facts  supplies.  But  may  not  candor  supply  another? 
^  The  works  of  the  canal  company  are  conducted  by  their  president  and 
iiectors,  under  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  the  charter  of  the  company, 
^ich  is  a  compact  between  three  States,  the  United  States,  and  the  Poto- 
"toe  Company —a  company  which  had  an  existence  long  antecedent  to  the 
(^^corporation  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  which  was, 
^If,  the  offspring  of  the  current  legislation  of  two  States,  alike  interested 
^  Ihe  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac,  their  common  boundary. 

The  stock  of  the  newj  now  consists  of  that  of  the  old  company,  augment- 
■*  by  a  subscription  of  ^,609,200,    The  interest  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
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one  of  the  parties  to  the  charters  of  both  companies,  in  the  new  subscription, 
amounts  to  $500,000,  which  is  less  than  oneseveiiih  of  the  available  re- 
sources, for  the  con>pletion  of  the  contemplated  canal ;  a  canal  expected  to 
unite  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  with  those  of  the  Ohio  at  Pili^borg,  at 
the  cost  of  $12,000,000, 

Have  this  company  power  to  sacrifice  the  end  of  ail  these  concurrent  acts 
of  legislation,  to  the  pleasure  of  one  oi  the  three  States,  who  are  parties  to 
their  charter  ?  Have  tl)ey  a  right  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  stockholder! 
of  the  Potomac  company,  with  whom  those  States  have  expressly  treated, 
not  for  the  constructioti  of  a  canal  and  railroad,  but  of  a  canal  to  connect 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  the  Potomac  and 
Ohio  rivers  1  If  an  authority  ^ so  suicidaly^  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  the  author  and  mover  of  the  resolution  in  question,  has  styled 
any  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  the  canal  to  those  of  the  railroad,  be  not 
vested  in  the  cimal  company,  then  there  is  an  end  of  alt  question  on  the 
subject.  But  if  a  doubt  may  be  supposed  to  exist,  as  to  the  tendency  of  aoy 
proposed  measure  to  involve  such  a  sacrifice,  to  whom,  let  il  t>e  asked, 
should  the  canal  company  apply  for  advice  and  information  )  ShouM  Ihef 
not  apply  to  their  own  scientific  engineers,  whom  they  employ  for  the  |Nir- 
pose  of  planning,  locating,  and  constructing,  their  canal  ?  And  if,  havini^ 
consulted  them,  they  are  all  found,  without  an  exception,  to  concur  with 
other  scientific  and  disinterested  men,  in  dissuading  the  officers  and  stock- 
holders of  the  company  from  acceding  to  such  a  proposition ;  if  they  shall 
all  say  that  its  acceptance  involves  a  ruinous  delay  of  the  progress  of  the 
canal,  and  an  enhanced  cost  of  all  its  works ;  that  it  exposes  those  worb 
to  augmented  hazard,  the  future  commerce  of  the  canal  to  great  uncertaiotf, 
and  diminishes  greatly  its  actual  utility  to  the  adjacent  States ;  shall  the 
president,  directors,  and  stockholders,  after  investing  and  receiving,  disre- 
gard this  advice?  Could  they  do  so  under  the  circumstances  of  thiseaM^ 
without  manifesting  a  want  of  that  high  respect  which  they  all,  without 
exception,  entertam  for  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  her  enlightened  kgiila- 
ture  ?  For  what  stronger  evidence  of  aisrespect  could  they  offer,  tbaa  to 
doubt  the  justice  of  Maryland,  and  the  wisdom  and  candor  of  ber  states- 
men. 

What  those  engineers  have,  on  their  oaths,  testified,  as  weH  as  leportcd 
on  this  subject,  is  hereto  subjoined  ;  and  1%  this  evidence  the  attention  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  is  now  respectfully  iorvited  io  veply  to 
a  groundless  accusation. 

Extract  from  the  record  of  proceedings  in  Court  of  Chancerp  in  M^ff' 

land. 
Bai^timorb  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  oomplainaniSf^ 

vs.  y 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  defendants,     j 

Washington,  October  26,  183(1 
Interrogaiories  pui  to  Nathan  S.  RobertSy  a  witness  pradsioed  b^tksi^ 
fendantSy  on  behnlf  of  said  defendantSk 

1st  interrogatory.  Is  the  report  of  Jonathan  Knight  and  yoorael^  with  At 
surveys,  explanatory  notes,  profiles,  &c.,  accompanying  the  same,  and  latil| 
returned  into  the  court  of  chancery,  the  joint  report  of  Mr.  K&igfat  iOff 
yourself^  as  commtsaioneTB  a\}^mtfid  to  carry  into  eflfect  tbe  chancrihrt 
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lecree ;  and  was  thnt  report  officially  made  by  you  as  commissioners,  and, 
ls  in  compliance  with  the  concurrent  instructions  received  from  both  par- 
ies, to  make  report  of  your  proceedings  when  you  reached  Harper's  Ferry  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.     It  was  so  intended. 

M  interrogatory.  Is  what  you  describe  in  that  report,  and  the  surveys, 
l&G.,  accompanying  the  same,ns  (he  independent  line  of  the  canal,  intended 
o  represent  the  same  location  and  line  of  the  canal  described  in  the  previous 
urveys  by  Mr.  Geddes  and  yourself,  and  in  the  subsequent  surveys  by  the 
engineers  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  t^analOompany  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  In  riinning  the  line  with*  Mr. 
Enight,  I  was  not  guicled  by  previous  surveys,  but  ran  the  independent  line 
loowding  to  ray  best  judgment,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  possible,  from  the 
lature  of  the  ground,  that  it  could  have  differed  much  from  the  previous 
rurveys.  I  do  not  recollect,  that  in  the  most  difficult  passes  it  could  have 
exceeded,  at  any  point,  more  than  from  two  to  five  feet,  and,  in  the  less 
lifficnk  passes,  not  more  than  six  or  eight  feet,  and  often  ran  on  the  same 
imck.  In  many  places  I  saw  Mr.  Cniger^s  stakes  standing,  and  nearly  on 
he  same  line,  and  found  the  marks  and  lines  cut  by  Mr.  Geddes  and  myself. 
'.  had,  in  running  the  line,  with  me  the  former  surveys,  made  by  Judge  Ged- 
let  and  myself;  iu  1827  and  1828,  and  by  Mr.  Cruger,  in  the  winter  of  1828 
imi  1829. 

3d  interrogatory.  You  have  spoken  of  variations  between  the  lines  of  the 
armer  surveys,  and  that  you  made,  as  commissioner,  as  the  independent 
ine ;  were  those  variations  greater  than  usually  occur  between  the  survey 
Dade  for  the  actual  execution  of  a  canal,  and  such  actual  execution  ? 

Answer  to  the  foreofoing  interrogatory.    I  suppose  they  were  not. 

4th  interrogatory.  Does  such  independent  line  and  location  of  the  canal 
onstitnte  the  only  eligible  location  for  the  canal  on  that  route,  if  the  raiU 
oad  were  out  of  the  question  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  In  my  opinion  it  was  the  only 
ligible  location  that  could  be  made,  with  the  variations  before  stated  in 
nswer  to  the  2d  interrojratory. 

5th  interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their 
ounsel,  objected.)  VVhiit  are  the  comparative  advantages  and  disadvan- 
Dges  to  the  canal,  besides  the  increased  cost,  stated  in  your  report,  of  such 
ndependent  lines  and  location,  and  the  one  suggested  in  your  and  Mr. 
inighOs  report,  as  a  compromise  between  the  parties  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  The  comparative  advantages 
ind  disadvantages  in  constructing  the  canal,  independently  or  conjointly. 
I'he  advanta<i[es  of  an  independent  location  and  construction  of  the  canal 
ire  a  diminished  expense  in  construction,  and  more  safety  to  the  banks 
ind  works  ot  the  canal  in  particular  places,  when  safety  might  be  consult- 
^  by  throwing  the  canal  farther  into  the  rocks,  &c.  And  in  all  places 
^long  the  narrow  passes,  the  greatest  advantage  could  be  taken  of  the  loca- 
ion,  and  for  obtaining  materials  for  constructing  the  canal,  without  the 
Dcoovenience  of  crossing  the  railroad,  or  of  giving  it  the  first  choice  of 
ground,  and  the  most  convenient  materials.  The  advantages  of  approach- 
iigthe  canal  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  unobstructed  by  the  railroad 
^long  the  margin  of  its  l)erm  bank,  must  l)e  in  many  instances  very  great ; 
^it  frequently  occurs  that  valuable  stone  quarries  and  timber  are  found  in 
*e  vicinity  of  the  passes,  which,  in  finding  its  way  to  the  canal,  would 
^^aUirally  and  unavoidably  occupy  the  tract  or  site  of  the  proposed  railroad. 
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The  same  objection  would  hold  good  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  all  placw 
where  the  railroad  should  be  confined  to  the  berm  bank  of  the  canal,  whick 
is  the  only  side  which  can  be  conveniently  approached,  ul«ali  times,  lor 
loading  and  unloadin^r  boats,  (fcc. 

Having  the  railroad  on  the  berm  of  the  canal  might,  in  sonoe  instances, 
protect  the  canal  from  the  waste  and  slips  from  the  hills  above,  which  wouH 
in  i>art,  compensate  for  the  risk  of  supporting  the  canal  in  the  increased 
depth  of  water  ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  this  would  compensate  for  all  th* 
contingencies  to  which  the  canal,  thus  situated,  would  occasionally  be  ex- 

Eosed.     This  is  the  principal  beneUt  that  the  contiguity  of  the  railroad  cao 
e  to  the  canal. 
6lh  interrogatoiy.    (To  this  interrogatory  the  complaints,  by  ibeir  coaa- 
sel,  objected.)     Please  to  refer  lo  the  former  reports  and  surveys  of  Hr. 
Geddes  and  yourself,  and  to  your  knowledge  and  recollection  of  all  Ibe 
localities  from  Cumberland  to  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  route  proposed  for 
the  canal,  in  the  reports  and  surveys  of  Mr.  Geddes  and  yourself,  and  stale* 
as  minutely  as  you  can,  the  comparative  difficulties  to  be  encounteretf 
for  constructing  the  canal  independently,  without  reference  to  a  railroad, 
on  that  part  of  the  route,  as  compared  with  the  difficulties  presented  on  tbe 
route  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  whether  the  number  and 
length  of  the  narrows,  and  difficult  passes,  occurring  on  the  upper  Toa% 
and  the  inherent  difficulties  in  the  nature  of  passes  themselves,  be  ^reateror 
less  in  proportion  to  distances  as  the  rente  proceeds  above  Harper's  Ferrjr, 
and  describe  the  circumstances  and  localities  which  illustrate  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  upper  route,  and  the  practicability  of  carrying  both  tbe  caoal 
and  railroad  together  through  the  passes  above  Harper's  Ferry;  state  par- 
ticularly whether  you  think  it  practicable  for  the  canal  to  be  constracted 
on  that  route  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Cumberland,  if  ilie  railroad  were  tt 
prevail  in  establishing  a  prior  choice  of  location  on  that  route,  and  tit 
canal  left  to  occupy  what  mi<(ht  remain  after  the  most  eligible  grouod  iud 
been  occupied  by  the  railroad. 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.     From  the  report  of  Mr.  Geihf 

and  myself : 

liiki 

1st  subdivision.  Ending  at  tbe  south  branch  of  the  Potomac;  pas- 
sing the  narrows,  Braddock's  hill,  and  Alum  hill ;  and  other  steep 
rocky  cliffs  near  the  south  branch  (canal  substituted  for  tow  path), 
omitting  fractions  -  -  --  -  .  .       S 

2d  subdivision.  Ending  opposite  the  mouth  cf  Great  Cacapou;  pas- 
sing Gregg's  mountain,  and  other  vertical  cliffs    -  -  .      U 

3d  subdivision.  Ending  at  IJcking  creek ;  passing  very  difficult 
rocks  above  Hancock,  and  in  some  other  places  -  .  -       3 

4th  subdivision.  Ending  at  Williamsport ;  passing  high  limestone 
rocks  below  North  mountain,  Prather^s  neck,  and  steep  and  bold 
rocky  shore ;  passing  Charles's  mill,  (fcc.  -  -  •-      H 

6lh  subdivision.  Ending  at  Aniietam ;  passing  Galloway'is  mill,  and 
other  steep  and  vertical  rocks  above  Shepherdslown         -  •       ' 

6th  subdivision.  Enditig  one  mile  below  Harper^s  Ferry  bridge      3 

Deduct  -  .  .  1       , 

_      i 


Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  about 


-1 


45      - 
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It  is  believed  that  nearly  the  wliole  of  this  distance  would  consist  of  em- 
bankments alons:  the  marorjn  of  the  river,  in  water  from  two  to  ei^ht  leet 
lieep,  and  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet  from  shore,  at  usual  low  water.     This 
was  the  opinion  of  Judge  Geddes  and  myself,  as  appears  from  our  joint 
report  on  that  survey.     And  in  case  of  a  location,  in  conjunction  with  the 
railroad,  the  caniU  would  move  from  ten  to  twenty,  and,  in  some  of  the 
most  difficult  points,  prohably  thirty  feet  farther  in  the  river,  with  a  pro- 
portionate increase  of  depth  of  water,  provided  the  railroad  is  continued 
thirty  feet  wide  in  such  ]»laces.     The  distance  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to 
Harper's  Ferry  is  a  fraction  over  twelve  miles,  and  the  parts  in  collision 
amount  lo  11,153  feet,  or  about  930  feet  per  mile  on  the  average.     The 
distance  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Cumberland,  127  miles,  and  the  propor- 
tions which  would  come  in  collision  amount  to  45  miles,  equal  to  237,600 
feet,  or  about  1.870  feet  per  mile,  on  the  average ;  which  shows  that  the  dif- 
Sculties  above  Harper's  Ferry  are  iti  proportion  to  those  between  that  place 
and  the  Point  of  Rocks,  as  y^?^*  or  as  two  to  one.    And  as  the  increased 
expense  to  be  borne  by  both  companies,  in  the  estimated  joint  construction 
from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harper's  Ferry,  is  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
omilting  fractions,  or  one  thousand  dollars  per  mile,  the  same  proportionate 
increase  of  expense  from  Harper^s  Ferry  to  Cumberland  would  amount  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  thousand  dollars,  to  be  incurred  by  each 
company,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  dollars  by  both  compa- 
nies, in  case  of  conjoint  construciion  of  the  railroad  and  canal  for  that 
idistnnce ;  and  it  is  believed,  from  recollection,  and  from  viewing  the  maps 
and  report  of  Mr.  Geddes  and  myself,  that  the  inherent  difficulties  in  the 
nature  of  the  passes,  consistinor  of  length,  and  steepness  of  rocky  narrows, 
depth  of  wntrtr,  and  increased  amomit  of  wall  and  embankments,  and  the 
f  ncreased  difficulties  of  obtaining  materials  for  the  same,  would  probably 
increase  the  extra  expense  of  a  conjoint  construction  to  a  sum  considerably 
greater  than  is  shown  by  the  above  proportion. 

These  localities  and  difiiculties  can  be  more  clearly  and  identically  illus* 
trated  by  reference  to  the  maps  and  profiles,  and  the  estimates  of  distances 
find  expense,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Geddes  and  myself,  as  above  alluded  to. 
If  the  railroad  were  lo  prevail  in  establishing  a  prior  choice  of  location, 
along  those  dilficult  passes  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  Cumberland,  as 
*^€rein  alluded  to,  it  would  render  it  extremely  difficult  and  expensive  to 
locate  and  construct  the  canal  alon«r  the  same  narrow  passes,  in  a  strong 
^^rrent  and  in  deep  water ;  and,  CDtisidering  the  jjreat  extent  and  leni^th 
^f  those  difficulties,  it  would  seem  to  amount  lo  almost  an  impossibility  ; 
^^'^d,  if  made  at  all,  it  must  be  at  a  very  great  and  unusual  inconvenience 
'^'^d  expense;  and  I  think  could  not  be  recommended  by  any  practical 
^'ISfineer,  as  all  the  rock  for  walls,  and  the  materials  for  embankments,  and 
^^f  all  other  purposes  of  the  canal,  nmst  unavoidably  be  brought  across  the 
^'^'Iroad,  and,  probably,  in  some  instances,   from  Virginia ;  which  incon- 
veniences  would  be  destructive  to  the  railroad  in  many  instance^i?,  and 
^^tild  be  a  continual  source  of  differences  and  collisions  between  the  two 
^^ipanics,  if  the  canal  were  constructed  at  all  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the 

^^omac. 
jfc^  It  is  my  desire  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  the  survey,  as  made  by 
^i".  Geddes  and  myself,  from  which  the  above  calculations  aie  derived, 
^^  made  distinctly  for  the  purpose  of  a  canal,  without  any  view  to  a  rail- 
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Cross  interrogatories  put  to  Nathan  S,  Roberts  by  the  complainants^  5y 

their  counsel. 

1st  cross  interrogatory.  Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  be  practicable  to 
ascertain  the  difference  of  cost  of  the  construction  of  a  canal  and  railroad 
on  independent  locations,  respectively,  and  on  joint  location,  with  a  vie\r 
to  compromise,  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  Cumberland,  as  has  been  done 
between  the  Point  of  Rocks  atid  Harper's  Ferry  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  cross  interrogatory.     It  would  be  practicaWe. 

2d  cross  interrogatory.  Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  know  the  comparative  ex))ense  of  a  joint  construction  on  a  joint  location, 
and  an  independent  construction  on  an  independent  locution,  that  yoo 
should  he  acquainted  with  the  independent  location  of  both  the  works  con- 
templated to  be  carried  on  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  cross  interrogatory.    Certainly  it  would. 

3d  cross  interrogatory.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  independent  loca- 
tion of  the  railroad  above  Harper's  Ferry,  at  the  points  considered  by  yoo 
as  points  of  difficulty  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  cross  interrogatory.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
such  locations. 

4th  cross  interrogatory.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  whether  any  of 
the  different  passes  or  points  along  which  the  canal  must  necessarily  be 
carried,  can  be  avoided  by  the  railroad,  and,  at  the  same  tiino,  collision  bo> 
tween  the  two  works  avoided  1 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  cross  interrogatory.  I  only  know  from  heMiufj 
at  the  points  alluded  to  in  this  interrogatory. 

Witness  re-examined  by  the  defendants^  by  their  counsel, 

1st  interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their 
counsel,  objected.)  What  would  he  the  expense  attending  such  a  joint 
survey  from  Cumberland  to  Harper's  Perry,  as  indicated  in  the  complain* 
ants' fiTst  interrogatory?  Is  such  expense  included  in  the  estimate  yon 
have  made  of  the  additional  cost  of  a  joint  construction  ?  What  time  would 
be  necessary  to  complete  snch  conjoint  survey  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  In  proportion  to  the  expense  of 
the  survey  between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harpers  Ferry,  the  cost  of  the 
survey  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Cumberland,  to  the  canal  company,  woold 
be  $53,578.  It  might  be  more,  but  would  not  probably  be  loss.  The  ex- 
pense attending  the  surveys  made  by  Mr.  Knight  and  myself,  as  conomis* 
sioners,  were  paid  by  the  companies,  respectively,  and  are  not  included  ia 
our  report  made  to  the  chancellor.  The  expense  abovementioned,  rf 
$63,578,  is  not  included  in  the  estimate  which  I  have  given  in  answer  te 
the  6th  interrogatory  in  chief  of  the  exj>ense  which  would  probably  attend 
the  joint  construction  of  the  iwo  works  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Cumherland. 
The  time  of  survey  employed  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  Point  of 
^ocks  was  about  three  tnonths'  actual  employment ;  and  in  this  proporfioB 
it  would  take  about  seventy  two  months  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Cllnlbe^ 
land  ;  which  would  not  be  reduiced  less  than  half  tl»e  time  if  the  same  a^ 
curacy  in  the  calculations  and  drawing^s  were  required,  as  have  been  re* 
quired  between  the  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Ferry,  unless  more  thao 
one  company  was  employed. 

5th  cross  interrogatory.  In  your  calculations  of  expense,  do  you  assnme 
ii  as  a  fact,  thai  \he  Iwo  wo\^^  \v'\\V  \5fe  \w  collision  at  all  the  difficult  passea 
mentioned  by  you  \u  ^oxix  w\^^«t  vo  \>a^  ^>Jjv'\w\R.\\^ibX^vi  v^^ef? 
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Answer  to  the  foregoing  cross  interrogatory.    I  do. 

6ih  cross  interrogatory.  In  your  answer  to  the  6th  interrogatory  of  the 
defendants,  do  you  consider  the  two  works  as  executed  jointly  and  simul- 
taneously, when  you  speak  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  which  the 
railroad  would  cause  lo  the  canal  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  cross  interrogatory.  If  they  were  not  executed 
sioiultaneously,  the  expense  would  be  greatly  increased  beyond  the  estimate 
made  by  me  in  answer  to  the  6th  interrogatory  in  chief. 

In  verification  of  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  interrogatories  and  cross 
interrogatories  put  to  me,  I  have  hereto  subscribed  my  name. 

NATHAN  8.  ROBERTS. 

October  6,  1830 — Commission  continued. 

liiterroi^atories  put  to  J,  /.  Ahert^  a  witness  produced  by  the  defendants^ 
in  behalf  of  the  said  defendants, 

1st  interrogatory.  Did  you  survey  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  with  a  view 
to  the  location  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  ?  How  much  did  you 
personally  aid  in  surveying ;  and  when  ? 

An.swer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  I  surveyed  the  valley  of  the  Po- 
tomac in  1824  and  1825,  with  a  view  to  the  location  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal.  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  it  from  that  survey  from  the 
mouth  of  Savage  river  down  to  Berlin.  At  Berlin,  I  was  taken  sick,  and 
have  not  personal  knowledge  of  it  below.  It  was  finished  by  Lieutenant 
Swift,  who  was  one  of  my  assistants,  and  succeeded  me  in  command  in  the 
field. 

2d  interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their 
counsel,  objected.)  From  the  knowledge  which  you  possess  of  the  valley 
of  the  Potomac  between  Cumberland  and  Harper's  Ferry,  is  it,  in  your 
opinion,  practicable  to  locate  the  canal  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  line  in 
^ny  other  position  than  immediately  in  that  valley;  and  where  that  valley 
ia  narrow,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing:  interrogatory.  The  survey  was  a  prehminary 
•wrvey,  with  a  view  to  guide  me  in  the  location  afterward  ;  but  great  pains 
"^rere  taken  that  this  preliminary  survey  should  occupy  what,  in  my  judg- 
ttient,  was  the  best  location  bf  the  canal ;  and  the  immediate  valley  of  the 
l^otomac  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  abandoned  for  the  canal,  except  at  three 
l^oints:  one  called  Prather's  neck,  one  between  E vet's  creek  and  the  nar- 
rows of  the  Potomac,  and  one  a  short  distance  just  below  the  bench  mark 
^t  Cumberland,  where  the  rocks  close  in  upon  the  river,  as  denoted  in  the 
i^rveys,  plans,  and  profiles ;  the  canal  will  have  to  occupy  as  near  the 
^fcr  as  possible,  to  lessen  expense.  What  we  call  a  canal  impracticability, 
^ould  exist  in  leaving  the  river,  the  expense  in  consequence  being  so 
Enormous. 

3d  interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their 
Counsel,  objected.)  In  what  are  called  the  narrow  passes  on  the  river, 
^ould  it  be  practicable  to  vary  the  location  of  the  canal,  by  carrying  it 
Further  into  the  mountain,  or  further  toward  the  river? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  Not  without  vastly  increasing  the 
^peiise.  If  you  go  into  the  rock,  you  encounter  very  great  excavation  of 
^ock ;  if  you  go  into  the  river,  the  constructions  would  have  to  be  very 
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strong:  and  high  to  resist  freshets,  and  would  also  have  to  be  built  in  water, 
which  are  attended  with  increased  expense,  and  of  doubtful  stabihty.  The 
height  of  the  freshets  are  noted  on  the  map.  1  was  shown  a  mark  at  Wil- 
liamsport,  at  which  the  water  had  risen  twenty  eight  leet  above  the  stage 
of  low  water.  The  high- water  mark,  as  shown  to  us,  is  designated  on  the 
profiles  throughout  the  survey.  Many  of  the  narrow  valleys  were  not 
occupied  by  the  survey,  being  liable  to  inundation  from  the  freshets,  and 
we  were  compelled  to  go  upon  the  edge  of  the  hills. 

4th  interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their 
counsel,  objected.)  Is  there  any  considerable  distance  between  Cumberland 
and  Harper's  Ferry,  in  which  a  canal  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
be  carried  into  the  river  1 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  There  are  many  such  places, 
where  one  side  of  the  canal  would  have  to  be  sustained  by  a  wall  frocn 
the  bottom  of  the  river. 

Cross  interrogatories  jjut  to  J.  J.  Abort  by  the  complainants^  by  tkir 

counsel. 

Isl  cross  interrogatory.  Are  not  some  of  the  rocky  passes  of  the  Potomac 
accompanied  by  a  depression  in  the  ridge  towards  the  interior,  which  might 
be  practicable  to  a  railroad,  but  presenting  a  canal  impracticability?  Did 
you  not  survey  some  such  for  the  canal,  and  are  they  not  located  and  repre- 
sented on  the  map? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  I  made  the  survey  with  referena 
to  a  canal  only,  not  having  a  railroad  on  my  mind.  There  are  four  places 
located  on  the  map  or  profile,  in  which  we  made  experiments  to  see  if  the 
rocky  passes  or  bends  on  the  river,  at  these  places,  could  be  avoided.  This 
was  the  object ;  but  the  ground  rose  so  high  we  were  obliged  to  couiioueofl 
the  river.  There  are  two  places  near  Alum  hill,  at  which  these  surveys  ifl 
the  interior  were  joined  to  the  main  lines  of  survey  on  the  river  at  both 
ends,  and  completed.  In  the  other  two  cases,  finding  the  path  evideotlf 
impracticable  for  a  canal,  they  were  not  carried  through  at  both  ends  to  the 
main  line  of  the  canal.  One  of  these  was  in  Virginia,  near  Mr.  Colston'i 
farm.  I  think  a  railroad  practicable  near  Alum  hill,  where  these  cxpern 
mental  lines  went  into  the  interior,  and  joined  both  ends  of  the  main  liDfc 
The  other  two  experimental  lines  being  incomplete,  I  cannot  answer  poi 
lively  on  those  lines. 

2d  cross  interrogatory.  In  order  to  estimate  the  advanta^res  or  diffical- 
ties  at  the  difficult  passes  on  the  Potomac  river,  where  the  two  conie  in  col- 
lision, occasioned  by  the  independent  or  joint  location  and  construction  « 
a  canal  and  railroad  at  these  passes,  would  it  not  be  necessary  that  theexict 
independent  location  of  both,  and  line  of  joint  location,  should  be  ascertaia- 
ed,  and  investigations  and  calculations  made  accordingly  ? 

Ansvver  to  the  foregoin?  cross  interrogatory.  I  should  think  no  accuni' 
estimate  could  be  made  without. 

Witness  reexamined  by  the  defendants^  by  their  counsel. 

Interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their  cooti* 
sel,  objected.)  Are  there  any  difficult  passes  on  the  river  for  a  canal^JJ 
which  the  ground  did  not  present  any  probabihty  of  being  abletoaw 
them  by  going  into  the  interior  ? 
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Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  There  nre  many  places  of  that 
kind.  I  have  already  enumerated  the  only  places  in  which  I  thought  the 
valley  of  the  river  could  be  left.     These  places  are  platted  on  the  profiles. 

Ill  verification  of  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  interrogatories  and  cross 
ioterrogatories  put  to  me,  1  have  hereto  subscribed  my  name. 

JOHN  J.  ABERT. 

Interrogatories  put  to  Alfred  Crttger,  a  witness  produced  by  the  defend- 
ants, on  bthalf  of  said  defendants. 

First  interrogatory.  Are  you  one  of  the  engineers  appointed  by  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company? 
What  is  the  nature  of  the  duties  of  your  appointment,  and  how  long  have 
you  acted  as  such  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  I  am  one  of  the  engineers  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company.  The  nature  of  my  duties  has  been  various.  I  am  now  en- 
praged  in  superintending  the  construction  of  twenty-two  miles  of  the  cana), 
L  e.,  near  Seneca  to  the  Point  of  Rocks  ;  and  have  been  in  their  service  two 
Shears. 

Second  interrogatory.  Look  at  the  maps  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  and  profiles 
now  shown  you  (here  is  exhibited  to  the  witness  the  documents  referred  to 
in  defendants'  answer,  and  designated  in  the  schedule  iSo.  35),  and  say 
whether  those  surveys,  &c.,  were  executed  by  you,  and  when,  as  such  en- 
l^neer  ?  What  points,  and  what  distance  of  the  .route  of  the  canal  do  these 
•urveys  and  profiles  embrace  ?  Were  they  executed  by  you  in  obedience 
to  instructions  from  the  president  and  directors,  or  their  principal  engineer, 
ooid  for  what  purpose  was  the  part  of  the  route  that  is  embraced  in  those 
surveys  and  profiles  prepared  to  be  put  under  contract  for  practical  execu- 
Lion,  on  the  completion  of  those  surveys  and  profiles  ? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  These  maps,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3, 
wtnd  profiles  now  shown  me,  are  correct  copies  of  the  original  maps  of  the 
•nrvey  and  location  executed  by  me  in  the  winter  of'  1828  and  1829,  as  an 
engineer  in  the  service  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company.  And 
the  points  embraced  by  this  survey  lie  between  the  Point  of  Rocks,  at  the 
Catoctin  mountain,  and  the  Conococheague,  at  Williamsport,  a  distance  of 
fifty  one  miles.  They  were  executed  by  me,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from 
th^  president  and  directors,  and  in  conformity  with  instructions  from  the 
^iis:ineer-in-chief.  The  object  of  this  survey  and  location  was  to  prepare 
ibr  the  constructions  of  the  work  the  ensuing  spring,  when  it  was  contem- 
plated to  have  a  letting  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  place  the  whole  under  con- 
tract. 

Third  interrogatory.  (To  this  interrogatory  the  complainants,  by  their 
counsel,  objected.)  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  informing  yourself, 
•«an  engineer,  of  the  facilities  and  difficulties  attending  the  construction  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  on  the  route  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to 
Cumberland,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  ?  Explain  what  opportunities 
y^n  have  had  of  observing  that  route,  and  becoming  acquainted  with  its  lo. 
^^'ities,  and  then  refer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory  to  Nathan  S.  Roberts,  and 
••'•Wer  it  circumstantially? 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory.  The  only  opportunities  that  have 
^^red  themselves  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  facilities  and  difficulties  attend- 
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in^  the  conslrwction  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  from  the  Point  of 
Bocks  to  Cumberland,  occurred  in  the  examination  spoken  of  in  thesecoDd 
answer;  and  that  opinion  is  consequently  limited  to  the  portion  between 
the  points  embraced  in  that  survey,  which  presents  alternately  difficult  and 
easy  ground  for  the  construction  of  the  canal.  The  pass  at  and  above  Har- 
per's Ferry  is  more  difiicnlt  ihan  any  below,  and  that  at  Galloway's  mill  far 
more  difficult  than  that  at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  pass  at  Galloway's  mill, 
above  Marsh  run,  continues  for  two  miles ;  it  will  be  necessary  at  that  place, 
to  construct  the  canal  in  ei^lit  feet  water,  by  the  side  of  a  perpendicular 
cliff  of  limestone  rock,  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet  in  height.  The 
canal  will  occupy  one  sixth  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  be  constructed  en- 
tirely in  it.  There  are  many  other  difficult  passes,  most  of  them  moredi^ 
ficult  than  the  Point  of  Rocks,  at  the  Catoctin  mountain,  and  which  cSa 
serious  difficulties  in  the  construction  of  the  work. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory  to  Mr,  Roberts,  I  will  state,  that  the 
only  advantage  I  conceive  the  canal  can  derive  from  the  construction  of  the 
railroad  by  its  side,  is,  the  check  it  may  give  to  the  wash  from  the  hills; 
this  advantage  is  less  important  than  at  first  it  appears  to  be,  as  this  wash 
will  be  led  by  drains  along  the  upper  side  of  the  railroad,  and  passed  under 
it  occasionally  by  small  culverts.  The  situation  of  the  canal,  then,  and  the 
expense  of  back  drains  and  means  used  to  protect  the  canal  from  injarjr 
of  this  description,  will  be  the  same  as  if  no  railroad  existed.  The  disad- 
vantages of  the  canal,  arising  from  the  construction  of  the  railroad  by  iti 
side,  are — 

Firsl.  The  greater  haz.ird  in  placing  the  work  farther  into  the  rifff, 
thereby  exposing  it  to  the  danger  of  freshets  in  the  river,  and  increaiinj 
the  cost  for  repairs  probably  five  per  cent. 

Secondly.  Entirely  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  coaB' 
try  and  the  canal  in  8ome  places,  and  interrupting  it  at  nearly  all  otiiert; 
debarring  the  canal  of  the  advantages  it  would  enjoy,  were  it  perfecd7a^ 
cessible  at  all  points,  thereby  directly  injuring  its  commerce. 

Thirdly,  Increasing  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  procuring  materiab  fa 
the  repair  or  improvement  of  the  canal,  probably  ten  per  cent 

In  verification  of  the  aforegoing  answers  to  the  interrogatories  propoood* 
cd  to  me,  I  have  hereto  subscribed  my  name. 

ALFRED  CRUGER. 

Report  of  Alfred  Cnig'er,  resident  ensrinecr  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ott 
canal,  on  certain  inquiries  submitted  by  the  represent aXives  of  the  stei 
oiDned  by  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  the  president  eU 
directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company ,  and  hy  tk^ 
referred  to  the  resident  enffineer, 

WAdHiNGTON,  June  16, 1838. 

Gkntlebien:  In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  which  are  submitted* 
the  board  of  directors  by  the  proxies  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virgil' 
ia,  and  to  which  my  attention  has  been  directed  by  the  president  <rf  di* 
company,  I  hereby  report  : 

That  the  present  positions  of  the  locks,  and  their  lifts  or  elevationSi  ff- 
main  the  same  as  they  were  located  in  1828,  by  myself,  but  diflfer  from  At 
location  ot  Mr.  Roberts,  in  his  independent  location.  Around  the  difficult 
passes,  the  position  of  the  canal  continues  the  same,  within  a  ftw  feet  to 
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le  right  or  left,  as  by  the  location  of  1829.  Thronofh  the  level  ground, 
etween  the  Points  of  Rocks,  and  above  them,  the  line  follows  pretty  nearly 
'le  route  designated  by  Mr.  Roberts,  sometimes  to  the  ri^ht,  and  again  to 
le  left,  not  so  much  on  the  river  bank  as  the  location  of  1828.  The  quan- 
ty  of  excavation,  &c.,  will  be  generally  diminished  by  snch  changes,  which 
rere  mainly  the  motives  by  which  the  engineer  was  governed  in  this  change. 
In  order  to  explain  fully  to  the  board  all  the  considerations  which  influ- 
Dced  us  in  the  location  of  the  canal,  it  will  be  necessary  to  enter  more  into 
etail.  The  instructions  from  the  engineer  in  chief,  in  1828,  were,  on  the 
iver-bottoms,  to  occupy,  ns  closely  as  possible  (consistent  with  the  safety 
fthe  canal)  the  river  bank,  for  these  reasons :  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
eing  compelled  to  construct  brid^  across  the  canal,  for  the  accommoda* 
ion  of  proprietors  whose  lands  might  lie  between  the  cannl  and  river,  or  to 
e  compelled  to  purchase  these  parcels  of  land,  and  with  a  view  to  the  dim- 
sution  of  the  expenses  for  the  condemnation  of  land,  and  erection  of  fences. 
To  secure  to  ourselves  these  benefits,  it  was  found  to  be  attended  with  in* 
neaned  cost  of  construction  and  hazard  to  the  canal ;  so  that,  in  our  sub* 
sqtieut  location,  last  winter^  we  followed,  with  some  little  and  unimportant 
Bviation,  the  location  of  Mr.  Roberts,  to  Berlin,  thence  to  Harpers  Perry. 
.  is  impracticable,  or  highly  inexpedient,  to  differ  much  from  a  certain 
>ute,  which  has  been  adopted  by  all  the  engineers,  in  ail  preceding  loca- 
ons,  except  near  Wever's  mill,  where,  for  considerations  of  economy  and 
cpediency,  ii  was  deemed  proper  to  run  the  canal  alongside  of,  and  nearly 
irallel  with,  the  public  road,  to  Miller's  narrows.  The  fact  having  since 
.828)  been  ascertained  that  the  company  were  not  compelled  to  construct 
ridges  across  the  canal,  but  might  substitute  terries,  the  inducement,  on 
lat  account,  to  adhere  to  the  river  bank,  was  removed.  The  considera- 
ons  which  governed  us  ifi  the  selection  of  the  route,  were  founded  entire- 
r  apon  economy  of  construction,  and  security  from  danger  of  the  high 
"ater  of  the  Potomac.  That  changes  should  be  made  in  the  location,  is 
ot  a  matter  of  surprise  to  engineers,  particularly  on  ground  presenting  so 
lany  difficulties,  and  points  requiring  so  much  consideration.  Changea 
re  always  made  when  a  plan  is  laid  down  for  constmction,  differing  from 
lat  intended  to  designate  the  general  route  of  the  canal :  changes  are  mnde^ 
nd  have  been  made,  on  the  points  in  question,  even  after  me  work  has 
een  commenced,  when  the  operations  have  sufficiently  advanced  on  the 
round  (which  was  before  doubtful  in  its  character),  to  satisfy  the  engt- 
eer  that  a  change  would  be  expedient ;  and  a  change  has  been  made  on 
De  section  alone,  by  placing  it  farther  on  the  hill,  which  presented  the 
ppearance  of  much  rock,  bnt  which  exhibited,  upon  being  opened,  a  much 
ii^r  portion  of  good  clay  than  could  have  been  anticipated }  the  effect  of 
rhich  will  be  to  produce  a  saving  of  several  thousand  dollars  in  the  con- 
Iruction ;  for  the  amount  of  wall  i.s  diminished  }  no  enabankment  bnt  what 
rill  be  furnished  from  the  canal  excavation,  will  be  required,  and  tl^iere 
rill  even  be  a  surplus  quantity  of  earth  to  go  to  the  adjoining  section ; 
lereby  producing  a  similar  effect,  so  far  ns  that  quantity  goes,  on  thai  see- 
on,  in  reducir^  its  estimated  oo&t  These  considerations  alone  actuated 
8 ;  and  no  communication  from  the  board  was  ever  made  to  me,  or  Ifom 
ny  of  its  members  in  their  individual  capacity,  which  had  or  could  bear 
le  interpretation,  that  any  other  motives  should  influence  me.  We  were 
ift  free  to  act,  anid  matce  such  a  selection  as,  in  our  opinion,  as  engineers, 
roold  pennit  the  oonstructioa  of  a  most  eoonomicai  and  safe  canal.    We 
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considered  that,  as  the  decree  of  the  chancellor  of  Maryland  had  been  re- 
versed, and  the  suit  between  the  railroad  and  canal  companies  terminated, 
no  arrangement  was  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  a  railroad  by  the 
side  of  the  canal,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  was  it  deemed  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  cost  of  constructing  the  canal,  by  removing  it  one  foot  farther 
into  the  rocks,  to  guard  against  the  interference  of  the  railroad,  which  had 
been  effectually  arrested  by  the  late  decision  of  the  court  of  appeals.  We 
progressed,  and  located  the  canal  as  if  the  railroad  company  had  never  been 
in  existence. 

The  changes  are  not  important  between  the  location  of  182S,  and  that  of 
1832 ;  and  the  difficulty  of  constructing  a  railroad  on  the  margin  of  the  canal 
is  not  greater,  in  one  instance,  than  in  the  other.  The  reason  why  the  loca- 
tion of  1828  was  not  adopted  as  the  location  for  the  construction  for  1832^ 
was,  that,  in  the  interval  of  time,  the  stakes  by  which  it  was  marked  out, 
were  either  decayed,  or  removed  in  the  subsequent  surveys  by  the  comrois- 
sioners  under  the  decree  of  the  chancellor,  and  that  an  entire  new  survef 
was  necessary,  as  nearly  all  the  traces  of  the  first  location  were  obliterated; 
it  also  gave  the  engineers  a  further  and  better  opportunity  of  selecting  the 
best  route,  by  the  various  comparisons  it  enabled  them  to  make  between  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  diiSerent  routes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  CRUGER, 

Resident  Engineer. 

To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

That  the  views  taken  in  the  preceding  exhibit,  have  not  arisen,  at  tba 
canal  board,  in  consequence  of  the  favorable  issue  of  the  late  1^1  ooih 
troversy,  between  the  canal  and  railroad  companies,  the  following  extract  ii 
hereto  annexed,  from  an  antecedent  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  canal  company,  to  the  same  committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates  ct 
Maryland,  to  which  the  contemporaneous  report  of  the  president  and  direc* 
tors  of  the  railroad  company,  heading  this  exhibit,  was  made  in  Janiuiff 
1831 : 

**  The  committee  have  extended  their  inquiry,  through  the  letter  of  their 
chairman,  not  only  to  the  nature  of  the  legal  difficulties  which  obstruct  ths 
progress  of  the  canal,  but  have  generously  condescended  to  ask  whether  aof 
action  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  may  be  Ciilculated  to  remove  tbenii 

'<  Though  thus  invited  to  suggest,  what  might  seem,  to  their  judgment,  ei- 
pedienton  this  subject,  the  undersigned,  confiding  in  the  wisdom  aodjnstioe 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Maryland,  beg  leave  to  decline  any  expressioaof 
opinion  in  relation  to  it. 

"  One  thing  is  due  to  themselves,  and  to  their  constituents :  it  is  to  say,tliil 
had  they,  and  those  whom  they  represent,  not  confidently  believed,  iM 
the  ground  over  which  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  had  been  soloif 
located,  or  marked  out,  under  the  authority  of  the  States,  who  are  partieill 
their  charter,  had  been  assured  to  them,  by  ihe  concurrent  acts  of  those  Staiflii 
they  never  would  have  embarked  their  capital  in  this  enterprise. 

"The  undersigned  are  far  from  intending  to  complainof  the  charter  griDtai 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  Delien 
that  the  route  now  claimed  for  that  road  by  the  president  and  directors  of 
that  company,  entered  not  into  the  conception  of  any  one  member  of  any  of 
Che  Legislatures  who  eouc>iii^V\iV\i^vt  Oev^sx^x* 
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"  At  the  moment,  at  which  their  charter  was  sought,  by  a  part  of  those  gen- 
lemen,  all  idea  of  a  future  collision,  between  the  route  of  th^ir  road  and  the 
mown  location  of  the  canal,  was,  by  their  own  proceedings  and  declarations, 
bsolutely  excluded. 

"The  undersigned,  having  with  good  faith,  and  a  diligence  not  often  sur- 
passed, under  difficulties  rarely  if  ever  encountered  by  any  similar  enterprise, 
lot  only  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  prior  charter  by  a  compact  of  four  distinct 
Sovernmenls,  fortified  by  the  antecedent  rights  of  the  Potomac  company, 
jid  among  them,  that  of  constructing  the  very  canal  in  question,  but  made 
ip  the  far  greater  part  of  the  sum  required  to  construct  a  canal  through  the 
alley  of  the  Potomac,  within  a  very  short  period  after  their  books  of  sub- 
cripiions  were  first  opened,  are  confident  that  they  will  be  sustained  by  the 
Qstice  of  Maryland,  as  well  as  by  the  plighted  faith  of  her  Legislature,  in 
he  prosecution  of  their  great  work. 

"Though  not  presuming  to  suggest  a  remedy  for  it,  they  cannot  but  deplore 
be  delay  which  the  canal  has  experienced,  and  which  it  is  likely  yet  to  en- 
lure,  while  the  limitation  of  their  charter,  requiring  one  hundred  miles  of 
he  canal  to  be  finished  in  five  years  from  its  commencement,  sufficiently 
nanifests  that,  by  all  parties  to  that  charter,  no  such  delay  was  foreseen. 

(<  To  obviate  one  of  the  inconveniences  attending  this  delay,  the  suspension 
•f  the  use  of  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  canal,  now  nearly  completed,  and  to 
omply,  if  practicable,  with  the  above  limitation,  the  undersigned  entered 
Qto  a  negotiation  for  the  compromise  of  a  part  of  their  rights,  with  the  ad  ver- 
ary  claimants;  and  at  one  time,  a  prospect  existed  of  accommodating  the 
ailroad  and  canal  along  the  same  shore  of  the  Potomac,  as  far  up  the  same 
M  Harper's  Ferry,  though  not  without  considerable  injury  to  the  cana/,from 
he  increased  hazard  to  which  its  embankments  were  to  be  exposed,  by  being 
votruded  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  to  both  works  from  a  reduction  of 
heir  breadth  :  of  that  of  the  railroad,  for  near  two  miles  out  of  the  twelve 
>qIow  Harper's  Ferry,  to  a  space  wide  enough  for  two  tracks  only ;  and  of  the 
^Dal  for  the  same  distance,  to  a  breadth  much  less  than  that  hitherto  pre- 
icribed  for  it,  by  a  due  regard  to  the  facility  of  its  navigation. 

An  error  has  pervaded  the  public  mind,  which  has  its  origin  in  the  mere 
lenomination  of  the  controversy  between  the  two  companies.  Its  com- 
neucemetU  at  the  ^  Point  of  Rocks'  has  given  rise  to  the  common  impres- 
ion  that  the  difficulties,  attendant  on  a  joint  construction  of  the  two  works, 
i^t  at  that  place  alone.  But,  in  truth,  the  Point  of  Rocks,  or  the  eastern 
%8e  of  the  Catoctin  mountain,  where  the  two  works  first  come  in  collision, 
8  Very  far  from  presenting  the  most  formidable  of  those  numerous  obstruc* 
ions  which  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  oppose  to  the  joint  construction  of 
.  caoal  and  railway  along  either  bank  of^  that  river.  These  difficulties  are 
D  multiplied,  and  are  so  greatly  augmented  by  the  shape  and  structure  of 
be  Blaryland  shore  above  Harper's  Ferry,  as  to  cover  a  space  of  forty  five 
(liles,  and,  in  some  cases,  to  become  almost  insuperable.  So  they  were 
tpreMented  to  be^  by  the  very  able  engineers  who  twice  surveyed  and  con- 
urrently  reported  a  route  along  the  northern  shore  of  the  river  for  the 
%esapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  before  the  incorporation  of  the  railroad  com* 
•ny  or  the  remotest  thought  of  constructing  a  railway  and  a  canal,  in  jux- 
iposition,  along  that  shore  had  been  even  dreamed  of. 

"  The  appeals  which  have  been  made  to  the  undersigned^  with  seeming 
iDcerity,  to  regard  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  on  which  they 
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did  not  enter  without  due  deliberation,  as  a  mere  experiment^  till  timeshnll 
have  tested  the  relative  utility  of  railroads  and  canals,  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  resist,  for  reasor)S  whicli  have  l)een  recently  conveyed  by  ihem  lo 
another  legislature,  in  the  form  of  a  memorial;  lo  a  copy  of  which,  ihcr 
beg  leave  here  to  invite  the  earnest  attention  ot  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Delegates  of  Maryland.  It  will  be  found  in  one  of  the  printed  pamphlets 
herewith  transmitted,  and  for  the  expected  publication  of  which,  ainoDg 
other  causes  of  delay,  this  report  has  been  kept  back. 

"  The  compromise  by  which  it  has  been  prc»posod  lo  acconamodaCe  the  sub- 
sisting controversy  between  the  two  companies  has  failed,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated, and  the  accompanying  correspondence  will  show.  But,  as  its  failure 
has  been  imputed  to  an  unreasonable  jealousy  of  a  rival  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  the  undersigned,  they  beg  leave  to  give,  somewhat  more  in  detail, 
those  views  of  it  to  which  they  have  before  adverted  but  in  a  i^eneral  wajr. 

"  The  plan  of  the  canal,  prescribed  by  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
president  and  directors,  and  approved  by  the  stockholders,  of  the  Chesapeofa 
and  Ohio  ('anal  Company,  requires  it  to  have,  as  far  up  the  Potomac  u 
Harper's  Ferry,  wherever  practicable,  without  great  additional  co5i,  a 
breadth  nt  the  surface  of  sixty  feet  at  least;  at  bottom,  of  forty-two  feet: 
with  a  depth  of  six  feet  water. 

«  This  plan  was  adopted,  after  much  consideration,  for  reasons  so  fully  ex- 
plained and  enforced  in  the  first  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors 
that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  here  to  enlarge  upon  them.  It  may  be  said 
however,  that  nothing  has  since  occurred  to  change  the  opinion  of  (he  an* 
dersigned  in  relation  to  the  most  expedient  dimensions  of  this  canal,  or » 
warrant  a  reduction  of  those  dimensions.  One  of  the  first  objections,  then' 
fore,  to  the  proposed  compromise,  arises  from  tlie  reduction,  which  it  f^ 
quires,  of  the  breadth  of  the  canal  below  sixty  feet.  This  occurs,  for  a  nik 
and  seven-eighths,  or  near  two  miles  of  the  twelve,  immediately  below  Ha^ 
per's  Ferry,  and  for  the  greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the  forty-five  railei  of 
difllcult  ground  above  the  Blue  Ridge.  The  second  annual  report  of  ik 
president  and  directors,  to  the  stockholders,  states  explicitly  that,  alonf  the 
entire  line  of  forty  seven  and  three-fourths  miles  below  <the  Pomt  of  Bocb/ 
the  canal  had  been  reduced  below  this  breadth  at  but  very  few  placet;  ii 
all,  not  exceeding  in  extent  a  single  mile  of  that  distance.  This  benefilhi* 
been  purchased  at  a  cost  not  incommensurate,  it  is  hoped,  with  its  ilDpo^ 
tance,  but  of  no  small  amount;  and  it  is  most  obvious  that  its  value  mi' 
depend,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  on  a  preservation  of  the  same  din* 
sions  above,  as  below,  *  the  Point  of  Rocks.' 

|f^<'The  terms  of  compromise,  which  have  failed,  required  the  canal  to gii* 
plhce  to  the  railroad  at  four  different  places,  even  below  Harper's  Perry,al 
occurring  along  rapid  water,  at  the  various  falls  of  the  Potomac,  beintf 
the  Point  of  Rocks  and  the  Blue  Ridge ;  and,  in  those  places,  the  canal  ii* 
submit  to  a  reduction  of  its  breadth  from  sixty  to  forty  feet,  or  even  lev;  ^ 
the  danger  to  its  banks  may  impose  the  necessity  of  reducing  it  bekytM 
breadth  recently  proposed  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Knight.  It  is  prapM' 
at  these  passes,  amounting  in  extent  to  near  two  miles  below  Harper^  FW 
aod  to  forty  five  above,  that  the  railroad  shall  occupy  the  firm  groBsd  ' 
the  land  side  of  the  canal ;  and  that  the  canal,  receding  from  the  9hei^' 
give  place  to  the  former,  shall  occupy,  with  its  reduced  breadth,  i  bjlPI 
portion  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  where  the  river  itself  is  hemmed  in  bf '"^ 
and  precipitous  cliffs.    It  is  also  a  part  of  those  terms  that  the  railroad  aw 
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nntiy  constructed,  shall  be  separated,  for  those  distances,  by  a , 
t  two  feet,  which  is  to  be  occupied  by  a  low  partition  wall ;  and 
lere,  the  canal  and  railway  shall  be  apart  not  less  than  eight  feet, 
he  pleasure  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  The 
beyond  what  is  denominated  the  berm  of  the  canal  is  lelt  for  its 
he  discretion,  not  of  both  companies,  but  to  that  of  the  Baltimore 
ailroad  Company. 

reduced  breadth,  which  such  a  compromise  roust  give  to  the 
be  added,  therefore,  its  increased  cost,  augmented  hazard,  and 
utility.    And  first,  its  increased  cost. 

puted  by  the  engineers  of  the  two  companies,  this  cost,  when  di- 
«n  the  two  works,  amounts  on  the  reduced  canal,  exclusive  of 
.  money  consumed  in  the  conjoint  location,  to  but  a  few  thousands 
but  experience  has  shown  how  little  mei'e  estimates^  however 
isparcd,  are  to  he  trusted,  no  two  engineers  scarcely  ever  agreeing  ^ 
id  the  same  engineer,  if  he  make  successive  surveys  of  the  same 
treeing,  in  all  cases,  with  himself. 

c?r,the  enhanced  cost,  and  almost  insuperable  difficulty  of  repair- 
caches  as  may  happen  in  the  canal,  or  any  other  injury  to  its 
ks,  where  enfiladed  by  the  railroad,  have  not  entered  at  all  into 
ition  of  the  expense  of  its  conjoint  construction  with  the  railroad. 
3t  escape  the  slightest  observation,  that  the  materials  for  such 
lot  be  obtained  from  the  Maryland  shore,  or  employed,  after  the 
of  the  railroad,  without  suspending  its  use,  by  resting  them,  till 
on  the  margin  of  the  canal,  either  in  the  carriages  by  which  . 
Live  been  transported,  or  on  the  road  itself,  which  occupies  the 
t  to  the  berm  of  the  canal. 

rds  the  additional  hazard  to  which  the  canal  will  be  exposed,  by 
sc  which  protrudes  it,  at  all  the  most  rapid  falls  of  the  river, 
.ed  by  lofty  precipices,  thirty  feet  farther  into  its  rocky  bed,  it  is 

0  measure  it  by  any  foresight,  or  to  exclude  it  by  any  precaution, 
ct  injuriously  the  original  construction  of  the  work,  by  exposing 
ments  of  earth  to  be  swept  away  in  their  very  formation,  ft 
:t  the  navigation  of  the  entire  canal  to  great  uncertainty,  even 
costly  protection  walls  are  added,  for  its  greater  security  from 

the  experience  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals  has  lamentably  de- 

r  such  uncertainty  may  tend  to  destroy  the  use  and  profit  of  the 
it  shall  have  been  completed,  it  is  not  necesSiiry  to  predict ;  or 

the  very  work  which  requires  this  sacrifice  will  profit  by  such 
This  brinp  the  undersigned  to  the  third  objection,  that  the  pro- 
romise  will  diminish  the  utility  of  the  canal. 
s  this  may  be  effected  by  the  actual  suspension  of  its  navigation, 

in  its  walls  and  embankments,  where  far  protruded  into  the 
by  protracted  labor  in  their  necessary  repairs,  the  undersigned 
y  briefly  considered,  in  stating  their  first  and  second  objections 

1  of  compromise  insisted  upon  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
iny. 

IS,  however,  to  notice  and  expose  the  very  unequal  benefits  which 
id  railroad  will  derive  from  their  juxtaposition. 
)W  passes,  the  terms  of  compromise  interpose  a  space  of  but  two 
\  the  canal  and  railroad.    In  all  other  cases,  they  retain,  to  the 
7 
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Baltimore  conq^mny,  the  right  to  approach,  within  eight  feet  of  the  benn  6ide 
o!  the  canal. 

*<  The  proper  berm  of  the  canal  thus  becomes,  for  forty-seven  miles,  a  rait 
road,  on  which  the  company's  cars,  with  or  without  locomotive  steam  en- 
gines, may  be  required  daily,  indeed  hourly,  to  move,  so  as  to  leave,  no 
means  of  reaching  the  canal,  to  the  productions  and  manufactures  of  Mary- 
land. The  marble  and  lime  of  the  adjacent  hills  and  mountains ;  the  lum- 
ber of  the  neighboring  forests ;  a  single  piece  of  timber,  or  cord  of  firewood, 
cannot  rest  on  or  even  near  the  berm  of  the  canal,  till  a  boat  receives  it, 
without  impeding  the  use  of  the  railroad.  Nothing  would  be  more  easy 
than  to  obstruct,  along  the  entire  line  above  the  Point  of  Rocks,  all  inter- 
course with  the  canal  across  the  road,  where  a  sufficient  space  did  not  exist 
for  turning  a  wagon,  or  erecting  a  warehouse  for  the  storage  of  commodities, 
between  the  road  and  the  canzil.  So  that,  while  the  boat,  lying  next  the 
berm  of  the  canal,  might  supply  the  railroad  car  with  its  lading,  the  rail- 
road itself,  enfilading  the  canal,  for  its  entire  length,  if  the  directors  o(  the 
former  shall  so  choose,  will  cut  off  the  canal  from  half  the  territory  oa 
which  it  relies  for  its  future  commerce. 

"  But,  in  truth,  the  conjoint  construction  of  those  works,  besides  being  too 
obvious  a  waste  of  the  capital  of  one  of  them,  to  require  comment,  would 
be  injurious  to  both,  in  robbing  them  of  their  proper  breadth,  lu  relatioa 
to  the  canal,  which  aims  at  reaching  on  the  Ohio,  that  market  of  the  West, 
which  so  many  other  competitors  are  also  seeking,  with  like  avidity,  such 
an  imperfection  of  its  structure,  would  not  only  destroy  the  advantages 
hitherto  imparted,  at  great  cost,  to  its  navigation,  by  exposing  its  boats  to 
unequal  and  increased  resistance,  but  render  the  very  end  of  its  constructioa 
altogether  insecure. 

"And  with  respect  to  the  railroad,  if  limited  to  a  space  of  thirty  feet,  twenly- 
two  of  which  are  required  for  two  tracks  only,  it  can  never  approximate  io 
a  perfect  structure,  and  the  principal  benefits,  proposed  to  be  derived  from 
it,  will  unquestionably  fail,  while  a  rival  enterprise,  provided  with  fcnr 
tracks,  and  conducted  along  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Potomac,  or  throi^ 
some  other  of  the  numerous  passes  of  the  Allegany,  will  draw  from  it  all 
who  consider  accelerated  motion  a  compensation  for  additional  cost  of  tran^ 
portation.  To  such  considerations  as  these,  the  jealousy  now  suhiistio{ 
between  the  canal  and  railroad,  may  blind  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  biier, 
till  some  other  rival,  alike  formidable,  shall  open  their  eyes,  perhaps  too  latt^ 
to  the  danger  of  giving  to  their  road  a  permanent  breadth,  inconsistent  with 
its  future  structure,  on  a  more  enlarged  and  perfect  plan.  To  these  coD- 
siderations  the  commonwealth  of  Maryland  cannot  be  blinded,  having tn 
equal  interest  in  both  works.  To  her,  it  cannot  be  amatterof  indifferaoce, 
that  a  compromise  be  made  of  the  rights  of  the  two  companies,  virtuaDy  de- 
structive of  her  interest  in  both,  and  of  the  very  end  of  their  incorporatiOB. 

^  The  undersigned  confidently  hope  that  an  apology,  for  having  dwekso 
long  on  this  topic,  will  be  found  in  the  sensibility  with  which  the  commi- 
tee  must  regard  the  liberal  contribution  of  their  commonwealth  to  both  ibost 
Goetly  enterprises." 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  president  and  directors  of  ihf 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

C.  F.  MERCER, 
Presideni  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Ompanf. 
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G. 

Htrnwrial  of  a  convenlion  of  ciiizmi9  of  the  Siaies  of  Maryland^  Virginia^ 
Penns^caniOf  and  OhiOy  and  of  the  District  of  Columbia^  asking 

furiher  aid  of  Congress  for  the  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Q4& 
eanoL 

To  the  honorable  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersized,  on  behalf  of  a  convention  of  citizens 
f  the  States  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  and  of  the 
)istrict  of  Columbio^ 

Respectfully  suowcth  : 

That  said  convenlion  was  called  into  existence  by  the  spontaneous  ex- 
ression  of  the  earnest  desire  and  anxiety  felt  by  their  constituents  that 
leans  shonld  be  devised  and  executed,  by  which  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Snnal  Company  might  be  relieved  from  the  embarrassments  under  which  it 
ow  labors,  and  be  enabled  to  extend  and  complete  their  great  work  in  ■ 
mfonnity  with  its  original  design.  This  movement  was  prompted  by 
o  other  motive  than  a  pervading  sense  that  such  measures  would  subserve 
^ry  individual  interest,  and  must  be  in  accordance  with  the  most  enlarged 
ad  liberal  views  of  the  public  good.  This  convention  represents  the  in- 
irest  and  wishes  of  thirty  distinct  cities  and  counties,  containing  a  popula- 
on  of  at  least  a  million  and  a  half  of  citizens  ot  this  Union  ;  and  its  pro- 
eedings  have  been  marked  with  a  unanimity  of  feeling  and  of  opinion 
irely  equalled,  and  never  surpassed,  in  any  similar  body  of  men.  Those 
^ho  have  appointed  their  delegates  on  this  occasion  pursue  occupations  of 
IP  most  diversified  character,  and  entertain  political  opinions  not  less  va- 
oas ;  yet,  upon  this  occasion,  none  of  these  discrepancies  of  interest  or 
pinion  have  operated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our  proceedings,  or  to 
ivert  our  minds  from  the  one  grent  object  of  all  our  thoughts.  We  all 
3ncar  in  believing  the  great  work  whose  interests  we  desire  to  promote,  to 
B  indissolublv  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  those  whom  we  immediately 
spresent,  and  equally  so  with  that  of  the  entire  Union. 

We  hare  been  specially  instructt^d  by  this  convention  to  invoke  the  fur- 
ler  aid  of  Congress  to  this  great  undertaking.  In  fulfilling  the  duty  which 
as  been  confided  to  us,  your  memorialists  will  abstain  from  any  minute 
Kposition  of  the  considerations,  whether  general,  or  individual,  which 
ave  on  former  occasions  been  presented  to  your  honorable  bodies  as  fur- 
ishing  inducements  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  embark  in 
lis  undertaking.  'I'his  subject  has  heretofore  been  presented  to  ODngress 
rith  so  much  ability,  and  is  now  so  thoroughly  comprehended  in  all  its 
sCails,  as  to  render  any  further  illustrations  from  us  wholly  unnecessary. 

It  will  be  our  task  to  bring  before  your  honorable  boaies  certain  facts 
nd  considerations,  applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  ihines,  such  as  appear 
J  the  convention  to  furnish  irresistible  inducements  to  the  Goi&^mment  of 
be  Union  to  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  our  applicatira  for  furthr^r  aid. 
•  The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  had  its  origiii  in  the  eriUrgedl  wisdoin 
f  the  enlightened  citizens  of  Virginia  and  Mainland,  whi'^h  distiiicdy  por- 
:«ived  the  practicability  of  improving  the  navigation  of.  the  noUe  struep  ^ 
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which,  formed  their  common  bonndarj,  and  the  great  public  as  well  as 
privaie  benefits  which  would  result  from  the  accomplishoient  of  this  object. 
The  Legislatures  of  those  States  appointed  commissioners  to  examine  die 
subject  j  and,  to  enable  them  to  perform  fully  the  duty  which  bad  been 
thus  intrusted  to  their  care,  these  commissioners  associated  with  them,  in 
their  labors,  skilful  and  accomplished  engineers.  The  report  which  was 
made  by  this  body  fully  developed  and  established  the  feasibility  of  the  pro- 
ject, and  with  great  minuteness  of  detail  exhibited  the  expense  which  would 
be  incurred  in  its  accompishment,  and  the  means  by  which  its  cost  might 
be  defruycd.  Such  wns  the  character  of  this  paper,  that  it  was  thought 
proper  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  Maryland  to  submit  it  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

A  reference  to  this  document  cannot  but  satisfy  your  honorable  bodies 
that  the  object  then  contemplated,  though  in  its  scale  far  inferior  in  ever}' 
particular  to  that  to  which  your  consideration  is  invited,  was  obviously 
withju  the  means  of  the  parties  immediately  interested  in  its  accomplish- 
ment Those  partie-s  looked  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Potornac  only,  from  Cumberland  to  tide  water,  by  a  continuous  canal 
of  thirty-feet  in  width  at  the  surface,  twenty  at  the  bottom,  and  three  feet 
,  in  de|)th.  The  entire  cost  of  such  a  work  was  estimated  at  $1,578,954.  It 
cannot  be  qi^estioned  that  such  a  work  was  within  the  means  of  those  who 
had  designed  it,  without  looking  abroad  for  any  aid ;  and  it  can  as  little  be 
dpubted  that^8uch  a  canal  would  have  subserved,  however  imperfectly,  the 
local  interest' which  it  was  contemplated  to  advance,  and  which  were  tiius 
enliste^  in  itS5upi)ort. 

.  The  subject,  however,  thus  exhibited  to  the  community,  attracted  a  more 
general  attention,  and  speedily  drew  around  it  a  more  enlarged  and  wide- 
spread feeling;  In  the  month  of  November,  1823,  a  convention  of  delegates 
chosen  by  the  t^eople  of  various  counties  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  Marylaad, 
Pennsylvania,  i^nd  (Jhio.  and  by  the  corporations  and  other  interests  of  the 
District  of  Colnmbia,  assembled  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  WashingtoD. 
NiQw  interests  hlid  now  been  brought  into  connexion  with  the  subject,  and 
the  pbjecU  to  be  ebt(|i  ned  became  propor tionably  enlarged.  No  longer  limited 
to  the  contracted  plan  and  local  views  in  which  it  had  its  birth,  it  now  as- 
si:(med  a  larger  and  more  imposing  character.  It  was  perceived  that  an 
opportunity  was^  presented  to  effect  a  junction  between  the  Western  wateis 
aod  thosajof  th^  Qliesapeake,  to  open  a  fpreat  channel  of  commuuicatiott 
across  the*  Allegany^  mountains;  and  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
appe4ired  (o  ent^jr  scealously  into  a  project  which  promised  so  effectuallj  to 
C9nnect  tb^  proi^rity  of  those  great  commonwealths  with  that  of  the  States 
bprdering  ,on  the  Potomac. 

,  The  pT||n  had  now  assumed  a  national  instead  of  a  local  character.  The 
President /)f  the  United  States,  in  his  annual  message  in  December,  1823, 
sybmitted'it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  as  a  subject  ot  the  highot 
importance  to  the.general  ipterest ;  Congress  responded  to  the  call,  and  fiom 
that  moment  the  original  design  contemplated  in  the  report  of  the  commit 
sioners  of  Virgipia  and  Maryland  became  merged  and  absorbed  in  the  noble 
^ork  which  was  to  'prbipote  the  more  enlarged  views  and  inteiesU  now 
engaged  in  its  bel^alf. 

r  In'surrenderinff  the  project  which  they  themselves  had  cbntemplaied, 
which  they  felt  thentselves  competent  to  execute,  and  which,  to  a  oerlain 
extend  would  have  accom|lliahfid  the  objects  they  designedi  Yii^nia,  Mary- 
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ind,  and  the  District  of  Golambin,  could  not  bat  acknov^ledga  thnt  another 
TUB  substitnted  more  comprehensive  in  its  beneficent  influences,  and  better 
alcuiated  to  promote  the  general  good.  They  felt  that  they  hud  a  rig^htto 
nticipate  from  their  new  associates  a  corresponding  degree  of  effort  m  aC- 
ompiishing  an  object  which  their  interest  had  recommended.  More  par- 
cularly  did  they  consider  that  inasmuch  as  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the 
Iniou,  as  the  proprietor  of  tlie  public  domain,  would  bo  largely  benefited 
7  this  great  undertaking,  a  liberal  aid,  in  some  degree  commensurate  with 
lis  benefit,  would  be  supplied  from  that  quarter. 

The  expense  attending  the  execution  of  the  canal  from  Cumberland  to 
de  water,  upon  the  dimensions  which  seemed  now  to  be  required,  was  esti- 
lated  by  the  engineers  of  the  United  States  at  $8,170,223  98.  This  enlarge* 
lent  of  plan,  and  consequentaugmentation,  of  expense,  hud  been  called  for 
y  the  new  friends  of  the  scheme;  and  it  was  fairly  to  be  expected  that 
hey  would  liberally  contribute  tfieir  means  to  accomplish  an  object  which 
ad  been  adopted  in  conformity  with  their  wishes,  and  almost  exclusively 
)r  the  purpose  of  subserving  their  interests. 

Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  District,  recognising  the  advantages  which 
rould  result  from  this  change  in  their  original  design,  and  confiding  in  the 
opes  thus  awakened,  have  subscribed  from  their  public  coffers  and  private 
^sources  cbout  $3,000,000  to  this  work,  a  sum  amounting  to  a  full  moiety 
f  the  entire  expense  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  canal  as  estimated  in  the 
haracter  of  incorporation  and  nearly  double  of  what  would  have  comple- 
sd  the  whole  work  which  they  had  themselves  contemplated,  when  they 
mited  their  design  to  what  their  own  wants  required,  and  their  own  re- 
purees  would  enable  them  to  accomplish. 

These  parties  looked  to  the  organs  by  which  the  public  feeling,  the  public 
pinion,  and  the  public  interests  are  under  our  institution,  so  faithfully  ex- 
ressed  :  they  found  that  feeling,  that  opinion,  and  that  interest,  coincident 
rith  their  own.  They  heard  the  immediate  delegates  of  the  people,  in  a 
onvention  appointed  to  express  their  sentiments,  designate  the  Chesapeake 
nd  Ohio  canal  as  work  of  orreat  national  importance,  calling  for  an  appro- 
nation  from  the  national  Treasury  equal  to  its  accomplishment.  They 
e^rd  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  recommend  it  to  the  earnest 
onsideration  of  the  national  Tiegislatnre,  as  an  object  eminently  entitled  to 
s  regard,  and  possessing  irresistible  claims  u|)on  the  public  means  to  ensure 
s  completion.  They  found  that  Congress  had  accorded  whh  these  views, 
ad  given  a  charter  of  incorporation,  by  which  they  prescribed  terms  which 
squired  of  the  company  a  canal  of  sufficient  capacity  to  meet  the  wishes 
nd  the  wants  of  the  nation  ;  and,  with  a  full  view  of  the  expenses  which 
nist  be  incurred,  had  contributed  a  miUion  of  dollars  towards  the  great 
bject.  They  knew  the  opinion  of  the  distinguished  engineer,  then  in  the 
3rvice  of  the  Government,  to  which  this  subject  had  b«»en  specially  delej^a- 
id,  and  had  listened  to  the  expression  of  his  deliberate  judgment,  thai  in- 
ependeiitly  of  the  commercial  benefits  which  this  work  promised  to  bestow 
pon  the  community, the  national  and  political  advantages  which  it  held  out 
oght  to  secure  to  it  from  the  public  Treasury  all  the  means  necessary  to 
s  completion ;  and  that,  without  reference  to  its  political  consequences,  the 
ommercial  and  jiecuniary  results  which  must  flow  from  it,  would  alori^ 
soder  it  the  most  profitable  investment  which  the  Government  could  mak6 
f  he  means,  independently  of  any  return  in  the  8hai)e  of  tolls.  They  looked 
)  the  Gotrernmenlof  the  United  States  as  the  only  constitutional  guardiani 
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and  protectors  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  tliis  canal  was  to  termi- 
nate, and  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  throughout  this  widespread  empire 
every  citizen  felt  a  deep  solicitude  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  me- 
tropolis. They  regarded  the  United  States  as  proprietors  of  nearly  a  moiety 
of  the  real  estate*  in  the  city  of  Washin^rton,  and  as  proportionably  interested 
in  every  measure  by  which  the  value  of  that  properly  could  be  affected. 
They  viewed  it  as  the  owners  of  countless  millions  of  acres  beyond  the 
mountains,  the  value  of  whose  productions  would  be  indefinitely  enhanced 
by  opening  so  ample  a  clianuel  of  communication  with  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic. 

In  every  view  they  were  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  with  all  the  lights 
which  their  own  intellects,  enlightened  by  the  most  gifted  men  of  the  nation, 
could  cast  upon  ir,  they  perceived  additional  motives  for  Congress  to  grant 
all  the  means  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  completion  of  a  project 
embracing  such  comprehensive  interests. 

Such  your  memorialists  submit  were  among  the  most  prominent  causes 
which  have  induced  the  public  authorities  and  private  individuals  in  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  embark  as  they  have  done 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  Six  years  have  elapsed  since  most  of 
their  subscriptions  were  made,  and  since  they  have  beeu  called  upon  either 
to  pay  the  amount  subscribed,  or  to  make  provision  for  its  payment  A 
much  less  time,  had  our  hands  been  unfettered,  and  adequate  means  been 
provided,  would  have  sufiiced  for  the  completion  of  the  entire  work.  Iti 
consequence  of  our  being  left  to  our  own  means,  confessedly  inadeqoatc 
and  never  supposed  to  be  competent,  the  work  is  yet  incomplete,  and  stili 
yields  no  revenue  corresponding  to  our  actual  advances,  or  to  the  return  of 
an  interest  upon  our  payments. 

Discouraged  and  disheartened,  as  we  have  sometimes  been  by  the  apathy 
which  seems  to  have  succeeded  to  the  enthusiasm  which  formerly  prevailed, 
and  to  the  influence  of  which  we  yielded,  we  have,  nevertheless,  pressed 
forward  in  our  great  work,  relying  upon  the  ultimate  aid  which  Congress 
would  sooner  or  later  afford.  We  have  employed  all  our  energies  and  all 
our  means  to  promote  the  object  which  we  had  at  heart.  We  have  not 
stood  idly  by,  invoking  the  aid  of  Hercules,  but,  with  manly  resolution  and 
vigorous  zeal,  we  have  applied  our  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  until  oar 
strength  is  well  nigh  exhausted,  and  we  are  compelled  to  invoke  that  aid 
which  is  essentially  necessory. 

The  means  and  resources  of  the  original  parties  to  this  scheme  beinj? 
confessedly  inadequate  to  its  completion,  we  are  compelled  to  approach 
your  honorable  bodies  with  a  most  earnest  request  for  prompt  and  efficient 
aid.  We  have  carried  the  canal,  executed  in  a  manner  which  dcsorvesand 
must  receive  your  commendation,  more  than  one  hundred  miles  above  tide 
water.  We  are  within  sight  of  a  country  which,  on  the  best  authority,  ve 
confidently  expect  will  place  upon  its  bosom  an  ample  supply  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  its  soil  and  industry,  to  render  an  adequate  return  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  stock  in  the  company,  and  so  far  as  to  realize  the  most  liberal 
anticipations  of  the  friends  of  the  scheme.  The  convention  has  been  as- 
sured, from  a  quarter  entitled  to  unqualified  confidence,  that  when  the  canal 
shall  have  reached  a  point  to  which  it  is  expected  to  be  navigable  etrly  in 
the  spring,  there  will  be  placed  upon  it  a  traae  which  which  will  furoisli  as 
UDual  revenue  of  0200,000  beyond  its  present  receipts.  TbeUribviU 
then  yield  an  income  of  avi^pec  centum  upon  the  entire  sum  which  sriU 
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:heD  have  been  exponded.  We  are  further  assured,  from  a  quarter  equall/ 
entitled  to  our  cotifideiice,  that  when  the  canal  shall  be  complefedto  the 
:oaI  banks  above  Cumberland,  sources  of  commerce  will  be  o])ened  which 
Brill  supply  an  annual  income  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars.  We  believe 
Mirselves  warranted  in  stating  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  when  this 
orork  shall  be  thus  far  extended,  the  income  of  the  company  will  not  prob- 
ibly  fall  short  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  whole  expenditure.  This  income 
nust  increase  daily  with  the  improvement  of  the  country  to  which  it  will 
>pen  a  communication,  and  every  branch  of  industry  will  be  stimulated  to 
redoubled  efforts. 

With  this  view  of  the  certain  consequences  which  are  to  flow  from  the 
extension  of  the  work,  your  memorialists  entertain  no  distrusts  of  its  eventtial 
luccess.  It  appeals  to  the  <rood  sense,  to  the  enlarged  patriotism,  to  the  best 
interests  of  an  enlightened  community,  in  language  which  cannot  be  resisted. 
But  when  we  reflect  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  company,  with  its 
resources  exhausted,  and  upon  the  situation  of  the  stockholders,  with  their 
neaos  crippled,  and  their  consequent  inability,  without  further  aid,  to  reach 
Jiis  rich  harvest  which  is  now  ready  for  them  to  gather,  we  feel  the  absolute 
lecessity  for  prompt  and  efiicient  assistance.  Should  that  aid  b^  forthwith 
extended,  immediate  relief  will  be  administered  ;  should  it  he  much  longer 
withheld,  much  general  distress  and  individual  ruin  must  necessarily  be 
experienced.  The  present  stockholders  will  find  that  they  have  sown  the 
»ed.  and  matured  the  harvest,  which  others  are  eventually  to  reap. 

We  know  not  to  whom  we  can  address  ourselves  with  stronger  or  more 
reasonable  grounds  of  hope  than  to  your  honorable  bodies.  Every  augmen- 
:ation  of  individual  wealth,  every  increase  of  individual  happiness,  is  to 
;he  same  extent  an  addition  to  the  \yealth  and  happiness  of  the  whole  na- 
ion.  No  new  avenues  to  commercial  intercourse,  no  fresh  employments 
for  industry,  can  be  opened  without  furnishing  the  proportion  of  contribu- 
Lion  to  the  public  Treasury.  No  party  to  this  great  undertaking  has  so  many 
>r  so  important  interests  involved  in  its  success  as  the  Government  of  the 
Union.  No  one  has  contributed  so  little  in  proportion  of  those  interests; 
ao  one  possesses  such  ample  means. 

.  Every  consideration  and  every  inducement  happily  harmonize  here;  and 
most  earnestly  do  we  entreat  you  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  your  wis- 
lorn  shall  seem  best  calculated  to  add  so  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Union  at  large,  and  of  the  great  body  of  its  citizens  whom  we  have  the 
honor  to  represent. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee  of  the  Convention  : 

RICHARD  S.  COXE. 

Chairman  ^•c,  ^c. 

December  10,  1834. 


H. 

IK  ACT  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland ; 
and  for  the  completion  of  the  Baltimore  and  Sasquenanna  railroad  to  the  tK>rongh  of  York, 
in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania. 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^  yhnt 
0  soon  as  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  in  a  general  meeting  of 
lie  stockholders  thereof,  shall  have  approved,  assented,  and  agreed,  to  theseve- 
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ral  provisions  of  this  act,  so  far  as  the  same  is  applicalile  to  the  said  compiny, 
and  shall  have  communicated  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
land,  their  acceptance  of  its  terms,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  said  company, 
and  the  signatures  of  their  president  and  directors ;  and  also  by  preparing  and 
depositing  with  said  treasurer  a  covenant  and  obligation,  verified  in  like 
manner,  pledging  the  whole  of  the  net  revenues  of  said  company,  and  the 
whole  of  the  water  rights,  lands,  and  other  property  at  any  time  acquired  by 
the  said  company,  or  the  rents  or  other  avails  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing to  this  State,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the  loan  which  shall  be  made  to  said  company  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  the  said  treasurer  shall  he.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  directed  to  advertise,  in  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Boston,  for  at  least  three  successive  weeks,  in  two  newspapers  published 
daily  in  said  cities  respectively,  for  proposals  to  purchase  stock  of  this  Stale, 
to  be  redeemable  at  any  time  after  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,and 
to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarterly  on 
the  first  day  of  the  months  of  Jaiuiary,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  each  year, 
at  the  loan  office  of  this  State,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore ;  and,  after  the  tine 
limited  in  said  advertisements  for  receiving  such  proposals  shall  have  elapsed, 
the  said  treasurer  may  and  shall  dispose  of  so  much  of  said  stocks  as  maybe 
necessary  for  the  objects  of  this  act,  in  reference  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  ( -ompany  for  the  highest  price  that  may  have  been  or  shall  be  offered 
for  the  same ;  provided  that  such  price  shall  not  be  less  than  fifteen  per  ceat- 
urn  above  the  par  of  said  stock. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  certificates  of  said  stock,  or,  in  liea 
thereof,  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  shall  be  issued  from  time  to  time 
by  the  said  treasurer,  or  by  the  commissioner  of  loans  of  this  State,  as  the 
said  treasurer  shall  direct,  and  as  the  same  shall  be  required  for  the  purposes 
of  said  company,  and  for  such  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  complete  said  canal  to  Cumberland,  not  exceeding  in  all  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  excess  or  advance  which  the  said 
'  treasurer  shall  obtain  above  the  par  or  sum  of  the  certificates  of  said  stock  or 
bonds,  with  all  the  interest  that  may  accrue  thereon,  shall  form  and  beset 
apart  as  a  sinking  fund,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  redemptioa 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt  of  this  State,  created  or  contracted  under  the 
second  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  treasurer  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the  president  and  directors  of  said 
company,  or  to  their  order,  from  time  to  time,  out  of  the  money  which  he  shall 
receive  from  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  stock,  the  sum  of  the  certifi- 
cates or  bonds  that  he  may  issue  in  pursuance  of  the  second  section  of  this 
act,  and  as  soon  as  may  be  after  said  money  shall  be  received  by  him  ;  and  he 
shall  take  from  the  said  president  and  directors  appropriate  acknowledgments 
of  the  paymentof  said  money,  and  the  obligation  of  said  company,  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  that  all  shall  accrue  thereon  quarterly,  and  in 
advance,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  first  day  of  the  several  months 
aforementioned,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  to  the  said  treas- 
urer, or  to  the  commissioner  of  loans  of  this  State,  as  the  said  treasurer  may, 
from  time  to  time,  direct ;  and  also  for  the  payment  of  the  aggregate  sum  of 
.the  principal  of  said  certificates  or  bonds,  at  least  one  month  before  the  day 
on  which  they  shall,  respectively,  become  or  be  made  redeemable. 
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Sec.  5.  And  be  U  enacted^  That,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  fuod  on  the 
lr€  of  said  company  to  secure  ihe  final  payment  of  the  debt  which  it  may 
ire  the  State  for  money  that  may  be  loaned  to  it  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the 
id  company  shall  also  stipulate,  in  the  aforementioned  covenant  and  obli- 
tioiii  for  the  payment  to  the  said  treasurer  of  the  whole  of  its  net  revenues. 
id  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  lenses  of  the  whole  of  the  property  hitherto 
hereafter  to  be  acquired  by  it,  as  the  same  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  sold 
leased,  until  he  shall  have  received  a  sum  in  his  judgment  and  opinion  suf- 
ient  to  constitute  a  sinking  fund  adequate  and  ample  to  pay  off  the  princi- 
1  of  tlie  said  debt,  when  and  as  the  same  shall  become  payable,  over  and 
ore  the  payment  of  the  interest  thereon,  hereinberore  provided  for. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  the  said  company  shall  also  stipulate  in 
e  aforesaid  covenant  and  obligation,  that  its  subscription  books  shall  not  be 
lened  until  one  year  shall  have  elapsed  after  the  completion  of  the  said 
inal,  nor  until  two  months  shall  have  elapsed  after  the  end  of  the  first  ses- 
OT  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Maryland  that  shall  convene  after  the  expi- 
tion  of  the  said  twelve  months,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  General 
iserobly  first  had  and  obtained  ;  and  that  this  State,  at  any  time  before  the 
'.piration  of  the  term  or  time  so  limited,  may  and  shall  be  entitled  and  al- 
wed  to  subscribe,  at  the  par  value  thereof,  for  as  many  shares  of  the  capital 
>ck  of  said  company  now  unsubscril^ed,  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  debt 
hich  the  said  company  shall  owe  this  State,  or  for  any  less  number  of  shares 
'said  stock  now  unsubscribed,  at  the  par  value  as  aforesaid,  in  payment  of 
le  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  debt. 

Sec.  7.  Arid  be  U  enacled.  That  in  case  this  State  shall  subscribe  for  the  said 
lares  of  said  capital  stock,  or  any  part  thereof,  so  much  of  the  sinking  fund 
hich  shall  have  been  created  by  the  company,  conformably  to  the  fifth  see- 
on  of  this  act,  as  will  amount  to  the  par  of  as  many  of  the  said  shares  as  the 
tate  shall  subscribe  for  and  receive,  shall  be  released  and  forthwith  paid  over 
I  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company,  or  to  their  order,  by  the  said 
easurer. 

Sec.  8.  Atid  be  it  enacted^  That  whenever  a  subscription  for  capital  stock 
Fthe  said  company  shall  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
nder  the  right  hereinbefore  reserved  and  stipulated  for,  or  if  such  subscrip- 
on  shall  not  be  made,  then  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen 
undred  and  seventy-one,  so  much  of  the  sinking  fund  lastmcntioned,  as  may 
I  the  latter  event,  exceed  the  loan  which  shall  have  been  made  to  said  com- 
any  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  the  interest  which  may  have  accrued 
lereon  and  he  then  unpaid,  and  in  the  former  case,  so  much  of  said  sinking 
ind  asshall  exceed  the  amount  due  by  the  said  company  on  the  said  loan, 
educting  the  amount  of  the  stock  subscribed  for,  shall  inure  to  the  benefit 
f  said  company,  and  be  paid  to  the  president  and  directors  thereof,  or  their 
vder,  by  the  said  treasurer. 

[Sections  9,  10,  10,  11,  12, 13,  14, 15,  16,  and  IS,  have  no  relation  to  the 
^anal,  or  the  canal  company,  ana  are,  therefore,  here  omitted.] 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  if  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  shall 
M loaned  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  or  the  said  Baltimore 
J^  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company,  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  or  any 
W  thereof,  shall  be,  by  the  allowance,  authority,  or  connivance,  of  the  pres- 
ent and  directors  of^  either  of  said  companies,  or  any  of  them,  applied  to 
By  use  or  purpose  not  within  the  proper  scope,  meaning,  or  authority,  of  this 
^  (NT  of  their  charters  of  incorporation,  the  person  or  persons,  so  alloviog^ 
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authorizin^r,  or  conniving  at,  the  misapplication  of  the  funds  loaned  by  thi:^ 
State,  shall  be  held  liable  jointly  or  severally,  in  their  individual  capacity,  a: 
any  time,  to  pay  and  refund  to  the  said  State  the  amount  thus  improperlr 
applied  or  expended. 

Sec.  19.  dnd  be  it  enacted^  That  before  any  payment,  under  the  authoriti 
of  this  act,  shall  be  made  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  o: 
to  the  said  Baltimore  and  Sns(][uchanna  Railroad  Company,  they  shall  re- 
spectively stipulate  and  a^rree  in  general  meeting  of  their  stockholders, and 
shall  deposite  with  the  said  treasurer  authenic  evidence  that  fhey  havestiift- 
lated  and  agreed  that  the  tariff  or  rates  of  tolls  and  prices  of  transportaliflK 
hitherto  established  by  them  respectively,  and  now  in  force,  shall  be  extended 
over  their  respective  works  as  they  shall  be  further  completed  and  bronib 
into  use ;  and  shall  be  uniform  throughout ;  and  that,  until  the  whole  oftk 
debt  which  shall  be  due  by  them  respectively  for  money  loaned  under  and  hr 
authority  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  with  the  interest  thereon,  to  the  Siateciif 
Maryland,  the  said  tariff  or  rates  of  tolls  and  prices,  nor  any  of  them,  shaObe 
reduced  without  the  conseut  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  (ond 
reduction  ;  and  also  that  they  will  respectively,  once  in  every  three  mootk^ 
to  wit,  quarterly,  until  their  respective  works'  shall  be  completed  as  henis 
provided  for,  cause  to  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  said  trcasurer,aatheD- 
ticated  by  the  oath  of  the  proper  engineers,  clerks,  or  other  officers,  tabofar 
statements  or  reports,  showing  the  quantity  and  character  of  the  workdooe; 
contrasted  with  that  remaining  to  be  executed,  and  showing  the  progicf 
made;  also  fuUand particular  accounts  of  moneyexpendod  and  debts  iocunM 
and  of  ir)come  and  revenue,  for  the  formation  of  the  authorities  of  this  Stilt 

Sec.  20.     And  be  it  enacted^  That  in  case  this  State  shall  sukcrile 
for  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the   aforesaid   Chesapeake  vsii  Ote 
Canal  Company,  in  virtue  of  the  right  mentioned  in  the  sixth  section  oftto 
act,  the  increase  of  tha  sinking  fund  mentioned  in  the  third  section  therwf 
after  the  capital  of  said  fund  shall  be  equal  in  amount  to  the  debt  of  ite 
State,  created  or  contracted  in  aid  of  said  company  in  pursuance  oftlusa<^ 
with  the  excess  of  the  dividends  on  said  shares  above  the  interest  on  ito 
par  value,  and  after  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  aforementioiri 
debt  of  this  State,  then  the  whole  of  the  dividends  on  said  shares  shall  b^ 
applied  to  the  support  of  common  schools  throughout  this  State,  and  bedii' 
tributed  accordinsf  to  the  ratio  prescribed  in  and  by  resolution  nuinberftrtf- 
seven,  passed  at  December  session,  1833;  and  that,  in  case  this  State  slii! 
not  subscribe  for  any  shares  of  said  capital  stock  in  virtue  of  said  right.* 
soon  as  the  said  company  shall  have  provided  a  sufficient  sinking  foodj^ 
pay  their  debt  to  this  State,  the  fund  mentioned  in  the  third  sectioojj 
this  act,  or  the  interest  thereon,  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  «■ 
schools,  and  be  divided  according  lo  the  ratio  aforesaid.    And  be  Uff^  P^ 
tnactedj  That,  so  soon  as  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Go*'   k:.-^ 
pany  shall  have  provided  a  sufficient  sinking  fund  to  pay  their  debt  toljj   ^v. 
State,  the  fund  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  section  of  this  act,  or  tlieiaW"  f?i 
thereon 
according 

chased  by,  ^.  ^ ^..  ,v ^.«^,  ^^  .^ •.-  ...^  ^ i^am\^  - 

deemed  adequate  and  ample  by  the  treasurer  aforesaid  todischaigatl**  %*y<t 
created  in  aid  of  the  said  company,  and  in  payment  for  said  roadan^ 
appurtenances,  the  net  revenue  thereafter  derived  from  said  ^^J^!!\ 
•State,  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  said  schools,  and  dividMl  aceomf 
to  the  ratio  ofoieaavd. 


^   0 
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By  the  House  op  Dblrgates, 

March  19,  1835. 
as,  it  is  represented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  that  the 
ate  of  tolls  heretofore  established  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
^mpany,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company, 
finally  intended  to  be  temporary,  and  are  adapted  only  to  the  pres- 
ished  condition  of  these  works,  and  require  immediate  alteration 
Ivancement  of  trade,  the  sfood  of  the  public,  and  the  augmentation 
renue :  Therefore,  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
at  the  consent  of  this  General  Assembly  is  hereby  given  to  such 
IS  or  regulations  of  the  tolls  charged  by  said  companies  respectively, 
ssident  and  directors  tliereof  shall,  from  time  to  time  propose :  pro- 
i  same  shall  be  sanctioned  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  com* 
*&  appointed  to  represent  the  State  in  the  said  companies,  or  other 
k  companies :  Ahd  provided  alsoy  That  nothing  herein  contained 
t>  construed  as  to  authorize  said  companies  to  make  any  discrimina- 
e  toll  upon  manufactured  and  unmanufactured  grain  :  And  provi- 
That  nolhingf  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  author- 
lompanies  to  receive  the  toll  beyond  the  sum  allowed  in  their  ori- 
irters. 

'tify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  resolution  "  regulating 
3f  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  of  the  Susque- 
lilroad  Company,"  which  was  assented  to  by  the  General  Assembly 
and,  at  December  session,  1834. 
under  our  hands,  this  I9th  day  of  March,  1835. 

GEORGE  G.  BREWER, 
Clerk  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland. 
JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 
Cltrk  of  the  Senate  of  Maryland. 


I. 

fthe  Legislature  of  Maryland  for  the  promotion  of  internal  im- 
provement. 

S  ACT  for  the  promotion  of  internal  improvement.    Passed  June  4, 183G. 

IN  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Mnrylhnd^  That 
lesapcake  and  Ohio  Canal  Cotnpany  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 

Company,  in  general  meeting  of  said  corporations,  respectively 
1,  shall  approve,  assent,  and  a?ree,  to  the  several  provisions  of  this 
r  as  they  are  applicable  to  said  corporations,  respectively,  and  shall 

communicate  said  approval,  assent,  and  agreemetit,  under  their 
t  seals,  and  the  signatures  of  their  presidents,  to  the  Governor  of 
t,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Au^ist  next,  the  treasurer  of  the 
Shore  of  Maryland  shall  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock  of  each  of 
orations  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  pay  for  the  same 
inner,  and  upon  the  conditions,  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  and  from 
of  the  said  subscription,  the  stipulation  heretofore  made  by  the 
)  ud  Ohio  Raihpoad  Company,  and  8#  much  of  the  act  oC  Asaai^tEih^ 
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heretofore  passed,  restricting  the  said  company  from  proceeding  with  the 
constructing  of  its  railroad  in  the  valley  of  the  Potonaac  river,  above  HarpeA 
Ferry,  nntil  after  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  shall  haTeta- 
ished  its  canal  to  Cumberland,  or  otherwise,  or  the  tinoe  limited  by  lawk 
its  being  completed  to  said  town  shall  have  elapsed,  as  imposes  said  f«l» 
tions,  or  is  inconsistent  with  tiie  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  null  and  nil 
and  the  said  railroad  company  may  thenceforth  proceed  with  the  couOk 
tion  of  its  work,  pari  passu  with,  but  without  preceding,  the  constnidia 
of  the  said  canal  or  its  works  in  the  said  valley,  where  the  said  railroidfll 
canal,  or  their  works,  will  be  in  juxtaposition  :  and,  at  all  the  passesofaii 
river  where  the  said  canal  and  railroad  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  poot 
be  brought  into  contact,  the  const  ruction  of  said  canal  and  railroMiiU 
proceed  jointly  upon  such  plan,and  for  such  a  distance,  as  the  comiDisfiooo^ 
whose  appointment  is  hereiiiarter  provided  for,  shall  determine:  PrmH 
That  if  either  of  said  companies  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  proceed  widiil 
portion  of  said  joint  construction,  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  tha  pin 
thereof  shall  have  been  so  determined,  and  notice  thereof  given  to  tliep  If 
said  comuiissioners,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  other  of  said  companiai* 
proceed,  independently,  to  construct  its  work  upon  the  site  desijjnawl'f 
said  commissioners  :  Proi;i(f£'^,  That  in  no  mstance  shall  the  planado|Mi 
by  said  commissioners  for  the  joint  construction  of  the  two  works.  refOft 
a  reduction  of  the  width  of  the  canal  lielow  the  minimum  width  reqaiii 
by  the  charter  of  said  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That,  in  the  joint  construction  of  aid  ^ 
works  at  the  difficult  passes  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  shall  providelhl  ^ 
the  said  canal  and  its  works  shall  be  constructed  securely,  and,ia  Doetf^ 
at  any  more  expense  to  said  canal  company  than  such  part  or  parts  of* 
canal  or  works  would  have  cost  if  the  same  had  been  separately  or  iafe* 
pendently  constructed  ;  and  such  cost  shall  be  determined  by  the  estintfi 
of  said  commissioners. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  a  board  of  commi»t«* 
appointed  immediately  upon  said  companies  assenting  as  aforesaid  lo  tki 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  consist  of  two  engineers,  one  to  be  appoint  If. 
each  of  said  companies  ;  and,  in  any  case  of  disagreement  of  said  engit^^ 
they  shall  have  power  to  select  and  appoint  a  third  person  or  eDgincerjiM 
in  the  event  of  their  not  concurring  in  a  selection,  they  shall  report  ih^'j 
to  their  respective  companies,  and  such  third  person  shall  then  beappiii'' 
by  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  at  the  request  of  said  companies,  or  ofoner^ 
them,  if  the  other  shall  ne;^lect  or  refuse  to  unite  in  such  request;  audi 
majority  of  said  three  persons  shall,  in  the  matter  of  disagreement  afoffiA 
have  all  the  power  and  authority  hy  this  act  given  to  said  two  engiox''''^ 
and  said  commissioners  shall  perform  the  duties  hereinbefore  mdicaiedf 
shall  act  as  arbitrators,  under  oath  or  allirmatiou,  truly  and  impoitiaV 
decide  between  the  parties  in  all  differences  that  may  arise  between  tha 
companies,  in  carrying  into  operation  the  plan  here  contemplated te 
construction  of  said  canal  and  railroad,  and  their  respective  appni 
and  the  decision  of  said  commissioners  upon  all  points  submitted  lo 
shall  be  final  between  the  said  companies ;  and  in  the  cittn  of  thedeal^ 
ignation,  disqualification,  or  refusal  to  act,  of  any  one  or  more  ^}^ 
commissioners,  the  vacancy  so  occurrins:  shall  be  filled  by  the  aadMriiylf 
whom  the  appointment  was  originally  made;  and  it  shall  be  the  daiy* 
said  commissioners,  as  soon  after  their  appointment  and  qnalificalit*  p 
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cable,  to  ascertain  all  the  passes  of  said  river  where  the  eanal  and  rail- 
mast,  from  the  nature  of  the  grounds,  be  brought  into  contact,  and  the 
1  of  such  contact  at  such  passes,  respectively,  and  forthwith  to  deter- 
U|K)u  the  plan  and  mode  of  the  joint  construction  of  said  works  at  said 
sty  of  which  plan  and  mode  they  shall  give  notice  to  the  said  companies, 
Btively ;  and  if  the  said  commissioners  shall  determine  (hat  it  would 
St  to  have  said  two  works  constructed  at  such  passes,  or  any  o(  them, 
sive  of  the  laying  of  the  rails  on  said  railroad  by  the  same  contractor 
itractors,  and  under  the  same  contract,  the  said  commissioners  shall 
the  power,  and  are  hereby  required  to  determine  the  proportions  of  the 
act  price  or  prices  to  be  paid  by  the  said  companies,  respectively,  under 
contract  or  contracts,  and  iheir  decision,  after  notice  thereof  given  to 
:ompanies,  shall  bind  them  respectively  ;  and  whenever  it  shall  become 
sary,  in  the  construction  of  said  railroad,  to  erect  permanent  bridges 
s  the  said  canal,  and  the  said  companies  cannot  agree  upon  the  height 
node  of  construction  thereof,  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  author- 
Ltid  required  to  determine  the  same,  and  their  decision  shall  be  binding 
id  companies,  respectively. 

::.  4.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
be, and  hereby  is,  discharged  from  nil  obligation  to  erect  and  keep  in 
\  at  any  place  or  places  within  or  upon  the  margin  of  the  said  railroad 

0  the  canal  aforesaid,  a  fence  of  boards  or  other  materials  :  Provided^ 
»er,  That  the  said  railroad  company  shall  pay  or  tender  to  the  said 
company  such  sum  of  money  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  commis- 
"SfOr  a  majority  of  them,  will  fully  provide  for  the  erection  and  main- 
ce  of  a  good  and  sufficient  post  and  rail  fence  along  the  river  line  of 
w  path,  where  its  side  may  l)e  precipitous,  and  the  said  railroad  be  so 
to  the  said  canal  that  horses  and  mules,  when  tracking  canal-boats, 
.  be  alarmed  by  the  use  of  locomotive  engines  on  such  parrs  of  the 
ailrood  ;  and  that  the  said  railroad  company  shall  give  such  conve- 
nnd  appropriate  notice  of  the  approach  of  its  locomotive  engines  on 
af  such  parts  of  the  said  railroad  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  presi- 
ind  directors  of  the  said  companies,  or,  in  default  of  such  agreement, 
inch  notice  as  shall  he  prescribed  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  or 
najority  of  them ;  or  for  any  damage  or  injury  which  may  result  or 
m  to  any  person  by  reason  of  any  neglect  to  give  the  notice  which  may 
reed  upon,  or  be  prescribed  as  aforemention^,  the  said  railroad  com- 
shall  be  responsible  to  the  full  extent  of  the  damage  or  injury  that 
ye  done  to  the  person  or  property  of  any  one  sustaining  the  same. 

c.  5.  Atid  be  U  enacted^  That  the  said  treasurer  shall  be,  and  he  is 
y,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  requisi- 
if  the  president  and  directors  of  said  companies,  respectively,  after  six 
fis'  notice,  not  exceeding  one  null  ion  of  dollars  to  each  of  said  com- 
B  in  any  year,  and  in  the  whole  not  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars 
di  of  them,  out  of  the  money  which  he  shall  receive  as  the  par  or  sum 

1  State's  stocks  or  bonds  that  mav  be  issued  or  disposed  of,  for  the  (>ur- 
)f  providing  the  amount  of  suliscriptions  aforesaid  to  the  stocks  of  teid 
noies ;  andthat  the  said  several  subscriptions  and  payments  for  the  said 
of^Hch  of  the  said  companies  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  only 
the  condition  that  none  of  the  rights  and  remedies  of  this  State  under 
ontnict  DOW  subsisting  between  the  State  and  either  of  said  companies 
be  in  anywise  impaired,  waived,  relinquished,  or  affected  by  reason  of 
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this  act,  or  of  any  thing  that  may  be  done  by  either  of  said  eompan 
sequence  thereof;  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  not  noake  any  payn 
said  for  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail; 
pany  until  after  a  majority  of  the  directors  appointed  therein  on  bel 
State  shall  have  certified  to  the  treasurer  in  writing,  supported  b 
or  affirmation  of  a  majority  of  snid  directors,  that  they  sincerely 
their  certificate  and  statement  tliat,  with  the  subscription  by  this  c 
ized  to  be  made  to  said  company's  stock,  and  with  the  sut»cripti 
the  city  of  Baltimore  may  have  made  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed 
ber  session  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  of  this 
or  that  independently  of  any  subscription  by  any  other  public  autl 
the  city  of  Baltimore  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  cities  of  Pittsburg  a: 
ing,  and  exclusive  of  any  loan  on  interest,  the  said  railroad  co 
their  opinion,  have  funds  sufficient  secured  to  it,  exclusive  of  all  f 
its  and  debts  due  by  the  company,  to  complete  the  said  railroac 
Ohio  river,  by  way  of  and  through  Cimiberland,  Hogerstown,  n 
borough,  to  its  present  track  near  to  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  it  is  ', 
clared  to  be  and  made  the  duty  of  the  snid  company  to,  and  the 
locate  and  construct  the  said  road  as  to  pass  through  each  of  si 
which  certificate  of  said  directors  shall  lie  accompanied  by  nn  e 
estimates  of  one  or  more  skilful  and  competent  engineers,  made  < 
particular  and  minute  survey  of  the  route  of  said  road  by  him  or 
verified  by  his  or  their  affidavit,  showing  that  the  whole  cost  of 
will  not  be  greater  than  the  amount  of  funds  the  said  directors  si: 
to  have  been  secured  by  said  company,  and  applicable  to  the  coi 
of  the  said  road  :  Provided,  That  if  the  said  Baltimore  aud  Ohic 
Company  shall  not  locate  the  said  road  in  the  manner  provided 
act,  then  and  in  that  case  they  shall  forfeit  one  million  of  dollars  to 
of  Maryland  for  the  use  of  Washington  county. 

Sec.  6.  Ami  be  it  enacted,  That  for  each  five  thousand  siiores  oi 
of  said  railrojid  company,  for  which,  under  this  act^  the  said  treas 
subscribe,  antl  which  the  Siate  may  continue  to  own>  at  the  time  r 
any  annual  election  or  appointment  of  directors  of  said  company, 
shall  be  entitled  to  h«ave  and  appoint  one  director,  over  and  above 
ber  of  those  who  may  be  appointed  by  reason  of  the  interest  which 
has  in  the  property  or  capital  stock  of  said  company. 

Skc.  7.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  before  any  subscription  shall  hi 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Conipanv,  u 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  stockholders  of  the  said  comimny  shall, 'it 
meeting  assembled,  stipulate,  agree,  and  bind  the  said  company,  by 
instrument  of  writing,  signed  by  the  president,  and  under  the  corpc 
thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore,  to  { 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  the  payn)ent,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  woi 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  semi  annually,  on  the  whole  aii 
money  which  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  company  under  and  by  vifto 
act,  until  the  clear  annual  profits  of  the  said  canal  shall  be  more  lb 
cient  to  discharge  the  sums  of  money  which  it  shall  be  liabla  an 
pay  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  shall  be  adequate  to  a  dividend  ol 
centum  per  annum  among  its  stockholders,  except  the  holdais  of  M 
scribed  in  virtue  of  the  stock  and  debt  of  the  Potomac  GompaBf ;  aw 
after  the  State  sliall,  in  reference  to  the  stock  subscribed  Ibr  eo  id 
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intitied  to  have  and  receive  a  proportional  dividend  upon  the  profits  of 
work  as  declared  from  time  to  time,  and  no  more. 
Ibc  8.  And  be  U  enacted,  That  as  soon  as  it  shall  appear  to  the  Grov- 
3r,  by  estimates,  to  be  severally  and  respectively  prepared  and  adopted 
Jie  Eastern  Shore  Railroad  Company,  and  die  Maryland  Canal  Compa- 
and  the  Annapolis  and  Potomac  Canal  Company,  or  either  of  them,  and 
roved  by  the  Governor  of  this  State,  that  the  sntecriptions  to  the  capital 
k  of  all  or  either  of  said  companies,  including  the  subscription  hereby 
lorized  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  the  stock  of  such  company  or  compa- 
ly  respectively,  at  the  par  value  thereof,  will  be  adequate  to  the  construe- 

of  Uie  railroad  or  canals,  respectively,  or  either  of  them  (as  the  case 
f  be},  which  said  company  or  companies  may  be  respectively  authorized 
pake,  the  said  treasurer  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  (on  the  Governor's 
lificate  to  him  in  the  premises),  authorized  and  directed,  in  the  name  and 
alf  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  case  of  the  Eastern  Shore  Railroad 
npany,  to  subscribe  for  Um  thousand  shares,  or  one  million  of  dollars  of 
capital  stock  of  said  company  ;  and  in  the  cixse  of  the  Annapolis  and 
omac  Canal  Company,  five  thousand  shares,  or  five  hundred  thousand 
I9TS  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  ]  and  in  the  case  of  the  Mary-  . 
d  Canal  Company,  five  thousand  shares,  or  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
B  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  :  Provided^  That  no  subscription 
lU  be  made  by  the  said  treasurer  to  cither  of  the  said  companies  lastmen- 
oedy  until  such  company  shall  have  been  organized  agreeably  to  law  ; 
d  the  said  treasurer  shall  j)py  the  instalments  on  each  share  of  the  capital 
Mk  of  either  or  each  of  the  said  companies  herein  mentioned,  for  which 
I  inay  subscribe  as  aforesaid,  as  the  same  shall  be  called  for,  agreeably  to 
9  provisions  of  the  acts  incorporating  the  said  companies,  and  the  supple- 
Hits  thereto,  respectively :  Provided,  That  no  instalment  on  any  of  the 
ck  of  any  of  the  companies  mentioned  in  this  act  shall  be  paid  by  him, 
Ul  after  an  equal  proportional  payment  shall  have  been  actually  made  by 

other  stockholders  on  their  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  company ; 
1  the  said  treasurer  shall  make  said  payments  on  the  stock  so  subscribed 
t^im  out  of  the  money  which  he  sliull  receive  as  the  par  sum  of  the  stock 
bonds  of  the  State,  that  may  be  issued  or  disposed  of  under  this  act, 
<he  purposes  thereof;  and,  as  to  said  subscription  to  the  stock  of  tho 
Inland  Canal  Company,  it  is  provided  that,  before  the  subscription  shall 
^Uade,  it  shall,  upon  reports  and  estimates  to  be  submitted  to  the  Gov- 
Or  and  council,  after  an  actual  survey  of  the  said  routes  by  engineers  to 
appointed  as  is  hereinafter  prescribed,  be,  by  their  judgment,  ascertained 
^ther  and  at  what  expense  the  construction  of  said  company's  cansJ,  with 

supply  of  water,  be  practicable,  from  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to 
tity  of  Baltimore,  by  the  valleys  of  the  Monocacy  and  Patapsco,  or  by  a 
te  diverging  from  the  said  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  at  the  mouth  of 
^«ca  river,  exclusively  within  the  limits  of  this  State ;  and  that  if  the  con- 
Action  of  such  canal  be  decided  by  the  Governor  and  council  to  be  prac- 
ble  by  either  of  said  routes  ;  and  if,  iu  that  case,  the  said  company,  by 
^tecate  of  the  Governor  and  council,  upder  its  corporate  seal,  and  signed 
Ui  president,  shall,  afler  such  decision,  testify  its  agreement  to  locale  and 
^Iract  its  canal  upon  the  most  northern  practicable  route  of  these  rout^ 
I  aobtcription  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  be  made ;  and,  in 
1^  to  laid  decision,  the  Governor  ana  council  may  act  upon  any  report 
^  ertimates  of  any  engineer  or  engineers  of  said  companyi  and  of  tbf 
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mayor  and  city  cotincil  of  Baltimore,  and  upon  those  of  any  that,  by  the 
Governor  and  council  may,  for  the  purpo^  at  the  expense  of  the  said  com- 
pany, be  appointed,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  an 
enginieer  for  that  purpoise ;  and  it  is  hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  b^ 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  and  council,  within  sixty  da3rs  after  a  report  aod 
estimatOi  or  reports  and  estimates,  by  an  engineer  or  engineers  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  been  submitted  to  them  to  the  Governor  and  council,  or  fiU 
with  the  clerk  of  the  council,  to  decide  upon  the  practicability  of  said  roale; 
arid  in  case  the  said  Governor  and  council  shall  not  decide  upon  the  practi- 
cability of  said  route  within  sixty  days  after  a  report  and  estimates  shafl 
have  been  submitted  to  them  as  aforesaid,  then  the  president  and  director 
of  said  Maryland  Canal  Company  shall  have  power  te  make  the  said  deei^ 
ioti,  and  their  decision  shall  liave  the  same  effect  as  if  such  decision  hid 
been  made  by  the  Governor  and  council,  as  aforesaid.     And  be  U/uriktr 
enacted^  That  the  subscription  hereby  authorized  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  CompaDf, 
shall  not  be  made  until  the  Maryland  Canal  Company  shall,  by  their  presi- 
dent and  directors,  have  certified  to  the  treasurer  of  tht;  Western  Shore  thiC 
a  sufficient  amount  has  been  subscribed  to  the  stock  of  said  company  to  jus- 
tify the  commencement  of  the  construction  of  their  canal,  and  to  insure  its 
completion  by  the  most  northern  practicable  route.     And  be  ii  further  pn- 
videdj  That  in  the  event  that  the  said  stock  of  the  Eastern  Shore  railroad 
shall  not  be  subscribed  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  commence  the  stid  road, 
by  individuals  or  corporations,  as  is  ])rovided  for  by  this  act.  that  then  aad 
in  that  case  the  million  of  dollars  set  apart  for,  and  intended  to  be  applied 
to,  said  work,  shall  be  held  sncrcd  ;  and  the  faith  of  the  State  is  herdbf 
pledged  that  the  said  million  of  dollars  shall  be  applied  to  the  exclusive  pur- 
pose of  internal  improvements  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  for  no  other  pur- 
pose whatever,  and  shall  be  subject  to  disposition  by  any  future  LegisUtim 
for  this  purpose,  after  the  time  shall  have  expired  for  commencing  the  wor^ 
as  proposed  in  the  charter  for  the  Eastern  Shore  Railroad  Company. 

Sec.  9.  Atid  be  it  enacted,  That,  before  any  subscription  shall  be  mdl 
to  the  capital  stock  of  tlie  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Compai^, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  stockholders  of  said  company  shall,  u 
general  meeting  assembled,  stipulate,  a^rree,  and  bind  the  said  company,  tf 
a  proper  instrument  of  writing,  signed  by  the  president,  and  under  the  cor- 
porate seal  thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shoic^to 
guaranty  to  the  State  of  Maryland  (after  the  expiration  of  three  years  froa 
the  payment  by  the  State  of  each  of  the  instalments  on  the  stock  heiatf 
authorized  to  be  made  to  the  stock  of  said  company)  the  payment  from  iW 
time,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  work,  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  pafiU* 
semiannually,  on  the  amount  of  money  which  shall  be  paid  totheail, 
comptiny  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  until  the  clear  unnnal  profinrfj; 
the  said  railroad  shall  be  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  the  interest  wbidl.* 
it  shall  be  liable  so  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  shall,  be  adegoiii^ 
to  a  dividend  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  among  ito  stodcbdders;  aii* 
thereafller,  the  State  shall,  in  reference  to  the. stock  so  subscribed  br^wfi^^* 
so  much  thereof  as  the  State  may  hol(^,  be  cQtitlecl  to  have  and  recaiftf. 
perpetilal  dividend  of  six  per  centum  per  aaivum  out  of  the  profits  of  (hi 
work,  as  declared,  from  time  to  time,  and  no' more  ;  and  all  andaooHMhtf 
such  annual  profits  as  shall  exceed  six  per  centum,  shall  be  distrilmled* 
the  other  stockholders,  according  to  their  several  interests  in  the  said  coo- 
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lany ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  interest  so  to  be  secured  to  the  State,  the 
aid  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  shall  he,  and  ihey  are  hereby, 
iiithoriBed^  in  addition  to  the  charge  now  authorized  to  be  made  by  said 
ornpany  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  to  increase  the  price  or  churee 
or  such  transportation  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  one  cent  per  mile  lor 
ach  person  passini^  on  said  road  ;  and  the  biastern  Shore  Railroad  Corn- 
any,  the  Maryland  Canal  Company,  and  the  Annapolis  and  Potomac 
})Biial  Company,  are  hereby  respectively  required,  as  a  condition  precedent 
J  the  subscriptions  by  this  act  authorized  to  said  companies  respectively, 
J  enter  into  covenants  with  the  State  of  Maryland,  under  the  corporate  seal 
f  each  ot  said  companies,  respectively,  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Maryland  semi- 
nnunlly,  by  each  of  said  companies,  respectively,  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
aid  respective  works,  n  sum  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  of  six  per  centum 
ler  annum  on  the  subscription  by  this  act  authorized  to  be  made,  on  certain 
iCher  conditions,  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  respective  companies;  such 
ayments  of  interest  not  to  be  made  to  the  State  until  after  the  expiration 
f  three  years  from  the  payment  of  each  instalment  on  the  subscriptions  to 
he  respective  companies  aforesaid ;  and  any  excess  of  dividends  on  the  capi- 
il  stock  of  the  Staie,  in  either  of  said  companies,  above  six  |)er  centum  per 
nnum,  shali  be  distributed  to  the  other  stockholders  of  the  company  declar- 
dg  such  exci»ss  of  dividend. 

8ec.  14).  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Balti- 
Bore  may  subscribe  for  and  acquire  such  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
laryland  Canal  Company  and  the  Baltimdl'e  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
s  shall  not  be  8(ibscril>ed  by  individuals,  after  books  shall  have  been 
ipened  for  that  purpose,  as  directed  by  their  charters ;  and,  also,  to  acquire, 
it  any  time,  by  purchase  from  individuals,  such  stock  as  may  have  been 
tken  or  subscribed  for,  or  at  any  time  owned  by  individuals,  and  to  pay  for 
be  same  by  money  procured  on  loan  or  otherwise,  oiid  provide  for  the  pay- 
Dent  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  such  loan  or  loans  as  they  shall  find 
leoessary  and  dr^em  proper:  Provided,  That  neither  the  president  and 
liiectors  of  the  saiJ  Maryland  Canal  Company,  nor  stockholders  therein, 
hall  so  reduce  the  tolls  on  said  canal  as  to  prevent  the  payment  to  the  State 
if  Maryland  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  State's  stock  in  said  canal. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  enacted,  That,  so  soon  as  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Jtnai  Company  and  the  B.iltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  shall  have, 
eepectively,  communicated  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland  their  assent  to  the 
erms  of  this  act,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  the  Governor  shall 
ie,and  he  hereby  is,jinthorized  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
Old  consent  of  the  Council,  to  appoint  and  commission  three  discreet,  com- 
lelent,  and  suitable  persons,  who,  or  a  majority  (or,  in  case  of  resignation 
ir  death  in  Europe,  the  remainder)  of  whom,  shall  have  authority,  and 
lereby  are  directed,  to  proceed  to  Europe,  and  there,  in  the  name  and  on 
Mhalf  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  negotiate  and  agree  for  a  loan  or  loans 
br  the  purposes  of  this  act,  upon  the  best  and  most  favorable  terms  and  con- 
■lions  thai  can,  in  their  determination,  be  obtained ;  and,  for  the  purposes 
if  the  loan  or  loans  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  issued  by  the  commissioner  of 
ideusof  this  State,  under  the  seal  of  the  State,  and  drawh  in  favor  of,  and 
isKfeied  to,  said  commissioners,  as  such,  and  the  survivors  or  survivor  of 
iksiB,  in  such  form  as  they  and  the  said  tre^lsurer  shall  devise,  certificates 
BfMoclCB,  or  bonds  of  this  State,  or  both,  transferable  for  such  loan  or  loans* 
hf  Mid  oommissioners,  or  their  survivors  or  survivor,  aud  m  «kiOci  tn»sa^ 
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not  exceeding,  in  the  aggregate  ol  said  certificate  s  of  slock  and  lx>nds,  tii^hl 
millions  of  dollars,  us  said  coniniissiouers  shall  direct  to  be  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  State  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  fifty  years  from  the 
dale  tijereof,  and  to  hear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly,  on  the  firbt  day  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  ia 
each  year,  at  the  loan  oliice  of  this  Slate,  in  the  city  of  Ball i more,  oral 
some  place  or  places  in  Europe,  should  the  con)iiiissioners  find  it  udvuuu- 
geousso  to  contract:  Providtd^  howtvtr^  That  the  said  commissioners shaii 
not  be  authorized  to  sell  said  bonds  or  certificates  at  a  rate  or  price  uhica 
shall  yield  or  produce  to  the  State  less  liian  twenty  per  cent  net,  above 
the  par  or  sinn  of  said  certificates  of  stock  or  l)onds,  when  paid  to  the  com- 
missioner of  loans  or  treasurer  of  the  State;  whicli  phtce  of  payment i/ 
interest  shall  be  inserted  in  said  certificates  or  bonds,  res|)eciive]y,  by  said 
commissioners,  when  they  shall  agree  for  the  loan  or  loans  aforesaid,  aui 
as  they  may  contract  as  aforesaid;  and  said  commissioners,  or  thesurvirors 
or  survivor  of  them,  shall  Ite,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  tomakesoch 
further  and  ellectual  arrangements,  ci^ntracts.  and  agreements,  on  lx;I]alfof 
the  State,  as,  in  their  judgment,  shall  secure  the  payment  and  safe  traoi- 
mission  of  the  money  which  shall  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  stock  or  bonds 
aforesaid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  to  meetandbe 
applied  to  the  several  purposes  of  this  act,  as  the  same  shall  be  wanted  ;aal 
upon  the  whole  sum  which  shall  be  so  negotiated  and  obtained  by  thesaxi 
commissioners,  they  shall  he  allowed,  as  a  joint  compensation  for  ihcir ex- 
penses, care,  skill,  and  diligenor,  one  q?mrter  of  one  |>er  centum,  to  be* 
ducted  and  ))aid  out  ol  the  bonus  or  premium  which  the  State  shall  reoein 
over  and  alM)ve  the  par  value  of  the  stock  or  bonds  aforesaid ;  and  the  Cof* 
ernor  and  Council  shall  fill  any  vacancies  in  said  coinujission  which  luj 
be  occnsioned  by  any  of  s^aid  connnissioners  derlining  to  act,  or  by  dyifljf.* 
resigning  Ixifore  departure  for  Europe,  or  afterward,  if  necessary  for  li« 
purposes  of  this  act ;  and  the  faith  of  the  State  is  hereby  pled^  to |h 
payment  of  the  loan  or  loans  hereby  authorized  to  Ik?  contracted  for;f>»- 
cipal  and  interest,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  or  contracts  iilia* 
behalf,  to  be  made  by  the  said  commissioners ;  and  tlie  said  comniissJoGfls 
shall  be  authorized  to  negotiate  said  loan,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  thiscoaiH 
try,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  State  will  tliereby  bcpruiw«i 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  cnac/nl,  That  the  projH^r  accounting  depiri went H 
the  State  of  Maryland  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receiwsai 
evidences  of  ownership,  and  be  governed  by  such  rules  resjvciing  the  in* 
fer  of  stock  and  obligations  ol  the  State,  as  are  received  and  jidopled  ««**  r,^. 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  for  translcrring  the  funded  debt  of  th 
said  United  Stales. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  euacted^  That  so  much  of  the  premium  which  sW    i 
accrue  to  the  State  on  the  sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock  or  bonds  ol  ih   ^-^ 
Stale  hereby  authorized  as  will  not  be  required  for  the  payment  of  tlie  ^ 
tere«t  upon  the  loan  (or  the  space  of  three  years  after  the  same  shall  ha* 
been  negotiated,  shall  Iw,  as  well  as  the  increment  tliereof,fronalimeioti* 
invested  in  some  safe  and  profituble  stock  or  public  security,  and  shall  c* 
stitute  a  sinking  ftmd,  which  is  hereby  inviolably  pledged  for  the  KdemptMi 
of  the  debt  to  be  incurred  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  xh^^SBf^ 
so  to  be  invested  as  a  sinking  fund  from  time  to  time,  as  the  several  iusw- 
tnents  on  said  loan  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  shall  not  be  lev  io  i^  1 
whole,  axid  for  the  whole  loan,  than  five  hundred  thousand  doUaiirio  ''i  \ 
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lade  up  of  the  balance  of  premium  not  required  for  the  payment  of  tliree 
ears'  interest  as  aforesaid,  (he  dividends  that  may  arise  on  the  State's  stock 
[1  all  or  either  of  said  companies  during  the  said  three  years,  and  the  bonus 
>  be  paid  by  the  several  banks  incorporated  within  this  State  since  the  first 
ay^  of  January,  eio^hteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
e  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Baltimore 
nd  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  provide  carriages  suitable,  and  in  adequate 
lumbers,  for  the  transportation  of,  and  shall  promptly  transport,  all  the  mer- 
handise  and  commodities,  and  lading  of  every  kind  thai  may  be  offered 
CUT  transportation  at  such  of  the  depots  and  stations  on  the  route  of  the  said 
ailroad  as  have  been  assigned  or  used,  or  shall  hereafter  be  assigned  for 
be  receiving  of  pro[)erty  for  transportation,  upon  the  main  stem  of  said 
oad,  and  the  several  branches  thereof^  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
^mpatiy  to  establish,  at  such  convenient  and  suitable  places  on  said  main 
tern  ai)d  branches,  depots  for  the  reception  of  property  for  transportation, 
IS  the  Governor  and  council  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  due  regard  being 
Had  to  the  interest  of  all  parties ;  and  in  case  of  failure  to  comply  with  this 
provision,  the  said  company  shall  be  liable  to  damages  at  the  suit  of  the 
party  aggrieved,  to  be  recovered  by  action  on  the  case,  in  which  this  act 
and  tlie  s|>ecial  matter  may  be  given  in  evidence. 

Sec  15.  And  he  it  enacted^  That,  in  case  it  shall  become  necessary,  at 
Wy  time  hereafter,  to  levy  a  direct  tax  for  the  support  of  Government,  or 
fo  sustain  the  public  credit,  the  same  shall  be  laid  according  to  the  thir- 
teesth  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  including  all  goods,  wares,  and 
nerchandise  belonging  to  citizens  of  this  State,  ships  and  vessels  in  or  out 
pfport,  moneys  at  interest  on  mortgage,  bond,  or  any  chose  in  action,  stock 
Md  public  securities  of  every  description,  and  all  income  derived  from 
vkres  of  every  incorporated  institution  or  otherwise,  as  well  as  every  other 
kacription  of  property,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  which  escapes  taxation 
itlder  existing  laws  ;  and  the  faith  of  the  State  is  hereby  pledged  to  lay  the 
■sue  accordingly  in  consideration  hereof,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment 
t  interest,  and  the  reimbursement. of  principal  of  debts  to  be  created  in  vir- 
*«  of  this  act,  or  of  debts  which  may  be  created  at  any  subsequent  Legis- 
^tire;  and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  in  contravention  of  the  constitutional 
^cl  equitable  principles  herein  contained  shall  thenceforward  be  repealed, 
^V'ogated,  and  annulled. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  enacted^  That  the  seventh  section  of  this  act  shall  not 
^  construed  to  require  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  pay- 
^^tit  to  this  State  of  interest  on  the  stock  by  virtue  of  this  act  subscribed 
^V"  in  said  company,  except  such  as  shall  accrue  from  and  after  the  expira- 
■^^  of  three  years  from  the  payment  to  the  said  comjiany  of  each  instal- 
"^^nt  on  said  stock. 


K. 

^^ACTtoprovide  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
works  of  internal  improvements. 

^  Section  I.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^ 
•^hat,  upon  a  release  being  executed  to  the  State  of  Maryland  by  the  Ches- 
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apeake  and  Ohio  Canal  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Cdmpsnie* 
of  their  respective  interests  in  and  under  a  contract  made  by  the  two  Gom- 
panies,  and  the  coranQissiontrs  appointed  under  an  act  of  the  GeueraVAi' 
sembly  of  Maryland,  passed  at  December  aessioni  eighteen  hundred  tnd 
thirty-five,  chapter  three  hundred  and  ninety  four,  [five,]  entitled  ^An  ad 
for  the  promotion  of  internal  improvement,"  and  upon  the  delirery,  so  farai 
may  be  practicable,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  8hore  of  the  bonds  is- 
sued by  virtue  of  said  act  of  Assembly  and  sold  by  the  said  eommissioneif 
to  the  said  companies,  which  bonds  were  deposited  by  said  cosimissioiieif 
with  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland^  then,  asd 
in  those  events,  the  commissioner  of  loans  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  anthcv- 
ized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the  said  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  andtbe 
Bahimoreand  Ohio  Railroad  Companies,  respectively,  an  anaount  of  sterlin; 
bonds  or  certificates  of  stock,  to  be  redeemable  in  Loudon,  at  theptcasare 
of  the  State,  at  any  time  after  fifty  years  from  the  date  thereof,  and  to  beir 
an  interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  senii-arninally  in  Loa- 
dou  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July  in  each  and  every  year,  eqnivaleBl 
to  the  amount  of  bonds  or  certificates  ot  stock  delivered  up  by  the  anid  eoia- 
panics,  respectively,  as  aforesaid }  and,  in  thus  chansfing  the  bonds  orcertif- 
cates  of  stock  already  issued  under  the  act  aforesaid  for  the  bonis  •ree^ 
tificates  of  stock  hereby  created,  the  said  commissioner  of  loans  shall  five  Is 
the  said  companies,  respectively,  in  the  proportion  of  three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  of  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  stock  hereby  created,  for  evny 
three  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  stock  so  to  be  delivefdl 
up :  Provided,  however,  That  the  said  companies  resprctively  shall  secDiebf 
mortgasfe  or  other  lien  on  all  the  property  and  revennes  of  said  compauitf 
respectively,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  treasurer  of  the  Western  Sbon^ 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centnm  per  auniiiD  m 
the  stock  created  by  this  act,  semi  annually,  at  least  ninety  days  before  dw 
first  day  of  January  and  July  in  every  year,  for  the  term  of  three  yeuf 
from  the  date  oi  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  said  stock  together  with  lbs 
cost  of  transmitting  said  interest  to  London,  to  be  there  paid,  and  alsalbs 
difference  in  the  exchange  of  currency,  between  London  and  the  cityrf 
Baltimore,  or  shall,  for  the  same  purpose,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  is- 
terest  aforesaid,  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Treasorer  an  amount  of  Stti 
stock  or  bonds  to  which  they  may  be  respectively  entitled,  equivalent  tolhi 
interest  and  expenses  aforesaid ;  which  bords  or  stock,  or  the  propoftioBil 
and  equal  part  thereof,  shall  be  immediately  dehvered  to  the  respeetrve  oo» 
panies  on  the  payment  by  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  tfie  interest,  ee  thl 
terms  and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  in  cav 
of  failure  of  the  companies,  or  either  of  them,  to  pay  the  interest  as  reqaind 
by  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Treasurer  to  sell  SBcb  mH 
of  the  bonds,  retained  as  aforesaid,  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  M* 
ciency  occasioned  by  the  failnre  to  pay  the  interest  as  aforesaid :  Prwidd^ 
alito,  That  the  entire  excess,  in  the  sale  of  said  five  per  cent  stefliBg  boa4 
of  certificates  of  stock,  so  exchanged  for  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  sisel 
already  issued  above  the  par  of  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  stock  already  ii* 
sued  and  to  be  delivered  up  as  aforesaid,  after  the  payment  of  the  iatowt 
and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  ratably  by  the'  respective  oonpaiMi 
into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  for  the  special  purpoee  of  educalioo,  to  be  dif* 
tributed  in  such  manner  as  the  Legiiriature  slnil  bereaftef  direct 
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u  8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  should  any  of  the  bonds  or  certificates 
ik  dehvered  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  under  the 
lion  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  December  session,  eighteen  hundred 
lirty-seven,  number  sixty  eight,  entitled  "Resolutions  relative  to  the 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Uail- 
yonipany,"  be  under  hypothecation,  so  that  the  canal  company  are  not 
>  deliver  the  same,  as  herein  provided,  then  and  in  that  event,  the  said 
rer  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint,  with  the  approbation 
t  the  expense  of  the  said  canal  company,  some  suitable  person  to  ne- 
5  and  provide  for  the  exchange  of  the  bonds  so  hypothecated,  for  those 
created,  upon  such  terms  as  the  said  treasurer  may  approve,  to  the  end 
ie  five  per  cent,  sterling  stock  hereby  created,  may  be  substituted  in 
ace  of  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  stock,  so  fur  as  practicable,  delivered 
the  resolution  aforesaid. 

%  3.  And  be  it  tnactedy  That  the  said  canal  company  shall  be,  and  it 
Bby,authoriz(>d  to  receive  from  the  said  commissioner  of  loans,  who  is 
}f  directed  to  deliver  the  same,  such  amount  of  the  said  five  per  cent. 
If  bonds  or  certificates  of  stock  hereby  created,  as  shall  be  equivalent 
sum  or  sums  of  money  lieretofore  paid  by  the  said  canal  company  to 
internal  improvement  companies  under  the  resolution  aforesaid. 
?.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That,  whenever  any  subscription  or.  appro- 
m,  now  made  or  hereafter  to  be  made  by  the  State,  to  any  work  or 
s  of  internal  improvement,  shall  become  due  and  payable  according  to 
rms  thereof,  the  treasiirer  of  the  Western  Shore  shall  be,  and  he  is 
[T,  required  to  pay  the  same  out  of  any  unappropriated  moneys  in  the 
ry,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  disposal  of 
imount  of  stock  similar  to  that  hereby  created,  and  which  amount  the 
lissioner  of  loans,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  treasurer,  shall,  and  he 
eby,  required  to  issue  and  deliver  to  the  said  treasurer,  as  may  be  ne- 
y  to  pay  the  said  subscription  or  appropriation,  and  the  expenses  at- 
)g  the  negotiation  and  disposal  of  said  stock  of  the  said  subscriptions 
propriations  :  Provided,  however.  That  if  payment  l)e  made  out  of  the 
ys  in  the  treasury  which  may  be  required  for  other  purposes,  then  the 
irer  aforesaid  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  dispose  of  the 
aleot  amount  of  the  stock  hereby  created,  for  the  general  uses  and 
ses  o[  the  treasury. 

X  5.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Union 
of  Maryland  are  hereby  required  to  surrender  and  deliver  to  the  said 
rer,  upon  the  release  aforesaid  of  the  contract  aforesaid  being  filed 
he  said  treasurer,  any  bonds  or  certificates  of  stock,  cn^ated  under  the 
Mresaid,  as  may  have  deen  deposited  with  them  by  the  commissioners 
ited  under  the  said  act 

:.  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect,  so  far  as  it  re- 
o  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  so  soon  as  it  shall  be 
ed  by  the  stockholders  of  the  said  company  in  general  meeting,  or 
thority  conferred  by  them  in  g:eneral  meeting;  and  so  far  as  it  relates 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  so  soon  as  it  shall  beaccept- 
the  stockholders  of  the  I3altimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  in 
il  meeting ;  but,  nothmg  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
T  or  affect  in  any  manner  any  lien  or  priority  as  stockholder  that  the 
may  have  upon  any  works  of  internal  improvement  within  this  State. 
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By  the  House  op  Delegates, 

April  6,  1839. 

This  engrossed  bill,  the  original  of  which  passed  this  House  on  the  4tb 
day  of  April,  1839.  was  this  day  read  and  assented  to. 
By  order : 

GEO.  G.  BREWER,  CJerfc 

By  the  Senate,  April  6,  1839. 

This  engrossexl  bill,  the  oric^inal  of  wliich  passed  the  Senate  on  the  3ih 
day  of  Aoril,  1839,  was  this  day  read  and  asseLted  to. 
By  order : 

JOS.  H.  NICHOLSON,  Clerk, 
[l.  S.J  W  M.  GRASON. 

We  certify  that  the  iiforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  subscription  on  the  part  of  tliis 
State  to  works  of  internal  improvements,"  which  passed  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Maryland  at  December  session,  1838. 

Given  under  our  bands,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  this  10th  day  of  Aprii| 
1839. 

GEO.  G.  BREWER, 
Clerk  House  DtUf^ates  Maryland. 
JOS.  H.  NICHOLSON, 
Clerk  Venule  Maryland. 


L. 

[AN  ACT  relating  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Section  1.  Be  it  e7iactcd  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Marylavd^  That 
the  Governor  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  reqnestrf 
to  negotiate  with  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  for  the  surrender  to 
this  State  of  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  te- 
longing  to  the  United  States,  and  the  cities  of  Washington,  Georgetown, 
and  Alexandria,  upon  the  condition  that  this  State  will  complete  tlie  said 
canal  to  Cumberland  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  Governor  obtain  the  surrender  to 
this  State  of  the  slock  bclongina:  to  the  United  Stales,  and  to  the  cities  of 
Washington,  Alexandria,  aiid  Georgetown,  in  the  Cljesapeakc  and  Ohio 
canal,  upon  the  condition  above  specified,  in  that  event  the  Governor  shaB 
be,  and  lie  is  hereby,  authorized  and  requested  to  offer  to  the  several  indi- 
viduals owning  stock  in  the  said  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  fifty  per  cent 
on  the  par  value  of  their  stock,  payable  at  the  loan  office  in  the  ci^y  of  Bd- 
limore,  in  certificates  of  stock,  or  bonds  of  tlic  State,  at  the  option. of  the 
teller,  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  aimum,  paja- 
ble  quarter-annually,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  at  aof 
time  after  fifly  years  from  the  date  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  Governor  shall  obtain  the  aW 
stock  of  the  individual  stockholders,  as  provided  for  in  the  second  section  rf 
this  act,  in  that  case  V\\^  V\vivxsv\iQi  ol  \\\^i  ^^^Vjcci  Shore  is  hereby  autlior- 
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I  nnd  required  to  issue  cerlificatcs  of  stock,  or  bonds  of  the  State,  to  any 
Hint  requisite  to  pay  for  the  said  stock  onward  by  individual  stock- 
Jers ;  which  said  certificates  of  stock,  or  Iwnds  of  the  Slate,  shall  be  re- 
innble  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  at  anytime  after  the  expiration  of  fifty 
rs  from  the  date  thereol",  and  lo  hear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  pvjr 
Uim  per  annum,  payable  quarter  annually  at  the  loan  office  in  the  city 
biltimore. 

EC.  4.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  so  soon  as  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
al  (]?ompany,  in  sreneral  meetinsr  of  the  stockholders  thereof,  shall  have 
roved,  assented,  and  agret^,  to  the  general  provisions  of  this  act,  and 

II  have  communicated  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
I  their  acceptance  of  its  terms,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  said  compa- 
and  the  slg-nature  of  their  president,  and  shall,  by  the  same  instrument, 
be  lodged  wiih  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore,  stipulate,  agree, 
I  bind,  the  said  company,  afier  three  years  from  (he  date  of  the  bonds 
einafier  authorizod  to  he  issued,  to  guaranty  to  the  State  of  Maryland 
payment,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  work,  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
able  ?emi  annually,  on  the  whole  amount  of  money  which  shall  be 
J  to  the  said  company  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  until  the  clear 
Its  of  the  said  canal  shall  he  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  the  sums 
noney  which  it  shall  he  liable  annually  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Maryland, 

shall  be  adequate  to  a  dividend  of  six  per  centum  i)er  annum  among 
stockholders,  except  the  holders  of  stock,  subscribed  in  virtue  of  the 
:k  and  debt  of  the  Potomac  company  ;  and  thereafter  the  State  shall,  in 
reuce  to  the  stock  subscril>ed  for  on  its  k^haU,  be  entitled  to  have  and 
;ive  a  proportional  dividend  upon  the  profits  of  the  work,  as  declared 
n  lime  to  lime,  and  no  more. 

>Fx.  5.  And  be  it  enacted.  That,  so  soon  as  the  conditions  heretofore 
ted  are  fully  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
lal  Company,  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  be,  and  he  is 
eby,  authorized  and  required  to  subscribe  for  thirteen  thousand  seven 
idred  and  fifty  shares  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
lal  Company. 

»Ec.  6.  And  beii  enacted^  That  the  commissioner  of  loans  be,  and  ha 
len^by,  authorized  r.rjd  required,  in  full  payment^  of  said  subscription  on 

part  of  the  Slate,  to  issue  to  said  company  one  njillion  th^ec  hundred 
1  seventy  five  thousand  dollars,  in  sterling  bonds,  or  certificates  of  stock, 
he  o;)fion  of  said  company,  to  l)e  redi^emahie  in  London,  at  the  pleasure 
llie  Slate,  at  any  lime  af^ter  tlie  expiration  of  fifty  years  from  the  date 
reof,  and  to  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  |)er  centum  per  Jinnum, 
'able  semi  amiually  in  London,  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July  in 
fi  and  every  year. 

>Ec.  7.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  the  commissioner  of  loans  shall  not 
'e  of  the  amount  of  bonds  authorized  by  this  act  for  the  (Jhesapeake 
'Ohio  Canal  Company,  more  than  that  amount  within  the  present  year : 

furiher,  that  said  company  shall,  by  lien  on  its  properly  and  revenues, 
Ire  to  he  paid  to  the  said  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  the  interest, 
?e  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the  stock  created  by  this  act, 
i  annually,  at  lea^t  nniety  days  before  the  first  day  of  January  and  July 
^ery  year,  for  the  term  of  ihrce  years  from  the  dale  of  the  bonds  or 
Qsates  of  said  stock,  totroiher  with  the  cost  of  transmitting  said  interest 
<ondon,  to  be  there  paid,  and  also  the  diiToronco  in  the  exchange  of 
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currency  between  liOndon  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  ;  or  shall,  for  the  same 
purpose,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  interest  as  aforesaid,  leove  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  treasurer  an  amount  of  said  stock,  or  bonds,  equivalent 
to  the  interest  and  expenses  aforesaid  ;  which  bonds,  or  stock,  or  the  pro- 
portional and  equal  part  thereof,  shall  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  said 
company,  on  the  payment  of  the  interest,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  the  terms 
and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  in  case  of 
failure  of  the  said  company  to  pay  the  interest  as  required  by  this  oct,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  lor  the  said  treasurer  to  sell  such  part  of  the 
bonds  retained,  as  aforesaid,  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency 
occasioned  by  the  failure  to  pay  the  interest,  as  aforesaid:  Providtdj  aUi, 
That  the  entire  excess  in  the  sale  of  the  said  five  per  centum  8terliii|s 
bonds,  or  certificates  of  stock,  above  the  par  of  the  bonds  or  certificates  of 
stock  so  issued,  after  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  expenses  aforesaid, 
shall  be  paid  by  said  company  into  the  treasury  of  this  Siate  for  the  special 
purpose  of  education,  to  be  distributed  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatuie 
shall  hereafter  direct. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates^ 

AprU  6,  1838. 
This  engrossed  bill,  the  original  of  which  passed  this  Hobsc  the  6ihof 
April,  1839,  was  this  day  read  and  assented  to. 
By  order : 

GEO.  G.  BREWER,  Clerk. 

By  the  Senate, 

April  6,  1839. 

This  engrossed  biti,  the  ori«tinal  of  which  passed  the  Senate  the  5th  diy 
of  April,  1839,  was  this  day  read  and  assented  to. 
By  order : 

JOS.  H.  NICHOLSON,  atrk 

[L.  8.] 

WM.  GRASON. 

We  certify  that  the  aforegoinof  is  a  true  copy  of  the  act  entitled  ^  Ad  act 
rehiting  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,''  which  passed  the  GeDcral 
Assembly  of  Maryland  at  December  session,  1838. 

Given  un^der  our  hands,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  this  10th  day  of  Anrii, 
1839. 

GEO.  G.  BREWER, 
Clerk  House  Deltgntes  MarglmmJL 
JOS.  H.  NICHOLSON, 

Clerk  Stuaie  MarfloMd. 


M. 

Seventh  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  «/*  the  Chesape^b 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company^  to  the  stockholders^  made  June  1,  1835. 

The  president  and  directors,  in  presenting  the  seventh  annual  report  lt> 
the  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Companyp  cannot  refrain 
from  offering  their  congratulations  ou  the  auspicious  circumstances  under 
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rhich  this  meeting  has  convened  ;  when  doubts  and  fenrs  have  given  place 
3  confidence  and  hope,  and  the  prospects  of  the  future  are  as  cheering  as 
le  past  has  been  discouraging.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  we  wish  to  avoid 
rolixity  and  unnecessary  detail,  on  the  other,  we  desire  to  possess  the  stock* 
olders  of  ail  such  information  as  may  be  useful  or  interesting  to  them,  em- 
racing  a  view  oi  the  progress  and  cost  of  the  canal,  its  presf^nt  condition, 
nd  plans  for  its  further  prosecution  and  early  completion. 

Our  recent  report,  presented  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in 
kpril  last,  informed  tliem  fully  of  the  embarrassments  which  attended  us 
uring  the  post  year  ;  of  the  means  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  prosecute 
od  complete  the  work,  so  as  to  open  it  for  navigation  to  dam  No.  5 ;  the 
liluro  of  our  applications  to  the  United  States  and  Virginia  ;  and  of  our 
oal  success  in  obtaining  a  loan  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  affording  the 
[leaos  for  a  spirited  prosecution  of  the  eastern  section,  and  strongly  fbrtify- 
Dgoar  belief  in  the  ultimate  connexion  with  the  western  waters. 

A  continuous  canal  is  now  opened  for  navigation  for  the  distance  of  one 
undred  and  ten  miles,  from  thu  basis  in  Washington,  to  dam  No.  5,  with 
16  exception  of  about  three  miles  of  back  water  above  dam  No.  4,  along 
lalloway's  cliffs,  where  it  is  designed  to  construct  atowpath,  using  the  riv- 
r  (having  a  depth  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet)  in  place  of  a  canal ;  or,  should 
t  be  deemed  more  expedient,  to  employ  small  steamboats  for  the  purpose  oi 
[>wing  the  burden  boats,  at  the  same  time  conveying  the  horses. 

The  history  of  the  canal  from  its  commencement,  embracing  every  sub- 
ect  connected  with  its  progress,  especially  its  cost,  construction,  and  proba- 
ble revenue,  has  been  so  frequently  presented  to  the  stockholders  in  detail- 
id  reports  of  the  board,  by  committees  of  the  late  internal  improvement  con- 
rention,  and  engineers  deputed  by  the  Department  of  War  to  examine  it,  that 
ve  deem  it  an  unnecessary  trespass  on  your  time  and  patience  further  to 
notice  the  subject  than  by  a  general  outline.  We  particularly  refer  the  stock- 
boMers  to  the  able  report  made  to  Congress  in  April,  1834,  by  the  chairman 
Dt  the  Ck>mmiuee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  which  imbodies  all  the  information 
to  that  date,  which  could  be  presented  by  a  mind  of  the  highest  intelligence^ 
iirected  by  the  most  ardent  and  untiring  zeal. 

The  entire  expenditure  upon  the  catial  at  this  time,  including  acquisi- 
ions  of  lands,  engineer  department,  pay  of  officers,  and  all  other  expenses, 
B  $4,200,590 ;  of  which  sum,  near  half  a  million  of  dollars  was  expended 
>ri  the  costly  construction  through  Georgetown  and  Washington  to  the  Tibe 
»asin.  This  measure  was  the  result  of  a  compromise  at  a'general  meeting 
onvencd  for  the  purpose,  when  the  individual  stockholders  and  govern- 
c^nts  composing  the  company  gave  their  assent,  and  directed  the  work  to 
■Q  executed.  It  was  considered  at  the  time  by  many  (including  the  presi- 
ent,  and  a  majority,  if  not  all  the  directors),  impolitic  to  abstract  so  large  a 
Urn  from  the  means  of  the  cempany,  thereby  retarding  and  greatly  limiting 
tie  western  extension  of  the  canal,  especially  as  the  prospect  of  further  pe- 
Uniary  aid  was  by  no  means  certain. 

The  completion  of  the  cimal  to  Cumberland  being  no  longer  considered 

question  of  doubt,  the  objections  formerly  urged  to  this  expenditure  with- 
al the  District,  have  ceased  in  a  great  degree  to  exist,  and  it  is  confidently 
^lieved  that,  ere  long,  results  fiighly  beneficial  to  the  stockholders,  and  the 
district,  will  be  felt  from  this  improvement. 

The  water  power  furnished  by  the  canal  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
K  perhaps  unequalled  in  this  country ;  and  no  situation  can  combine  more 
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advantap^es,  or  offer  higher  recommendations,  for  the  erection  of  raachinrry 
of  every  description. 

The  basin  of  Rock  creek  is  cftpacious,  and  affords  a  safe  harbor  for  boats, 
while  the  mole,  one  tliousand  feet  in  length,  and  one  hnndred  and  sixty  in 
breadth  (a  pro[>erty  of  great  vaUie),  offers  evi'ry  convenience  and  facihty  lor 
the  loading  and  unloading  of  boats  on  the  basin,  and  sea- vessels  on  the  river 
side. 

The  cannl  from  Georgetown  to  the  Little  Falls,  is  80  feet  wide  at  tlic  \ra. 
ter  line,  and  7  feet  deep,  and  to  Harper's  Ferry  averages  fully  6i)  leet  in  widih, 
and  0  feet  in  depth  ;  from  that  point  to  dam  No.  5,  eight  miles  above  Wil. 
liamsport,  it  is  reduced  to  50  in  width,  and  6  in  depth,  and  will  retain  the 
same  proportions  to  (^umberland.  There  are  no  obstructions  from  Georire. 
town  to  the  western  limits  of  the  canal,  to  prevent  the  free  passage  of  steam- 
boats,  the  only  permanent  bridges  being  at  an  elevation  of  17  feet  from  the 
water  line. 

The  masonry  is  admitted  by  all  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of  judging, 
to  be  equal  to  any  on  similar  works,  either  in  this  country  or  Kurope. 

The  locks  are  52  in  number,  including  4  gnard  and  2  tide  locks,  and  2 
lift  locks  to  accommodate  the  Virginia  trade.'  The  elevation  Ix-ing  35!^ feet 
from  tide  water  to  dam  No.  5,  is  overcome  by  41  locks,  averaging  abtmt  S 
feet  lift,  100  feet  in  length,  by  15  in  width.  With  the  exception  of  some  of 
the  upper  locks,  where  temporary  buildings  are  used,  comfortable  slOHe 
houses  have  been  erected  for  the  keepers. 

The  five  aqueducts  are  all  constructed  of  solid  masonry.  No.  l,over 
Seneca,  built  of  red  sandstone,  is  114  feet  in  length,  resting  on  a  solid  rock 
ioundation.     It  has  three  arches  of  33  feet  span  each. 

Aqueduct  No.  2,  over  the  Monocacy  river,  is  a  very  splendid  work,  bnik 
of  a  superior  j^ranite  stone,  resembling  white  marble.  Jt  is  516  feel  from 
end  to  end  of  the  wing  walls,  resting  on  seven  arches  of  54  feet  span  each. 

Aqueduct  No.  3  is  over  the  Catoctin  creek,  about  three  miles  above  the 
Point  of  Rocks.  It  has  tlireo  arches,  2  of  20  feet,  and  the  other  40 feet 
span. 

Aqueduct  No.  4,  over  the  Antietam,  is  constructed  with  three  arches,  2 
of  28  feet,  and  the  other  4t)  feet  span. 

Aqueduct  No.  5  crosses  the  Conococheague  at  Willianisport,  on  three 
arches  of  60  feet  span,  and  is  built  of  very  superior  limestone.  The  cul- 
verts arc  136  in  number,  varyinj^  from  2  feet  to  more  than  3t)  feet  in  width, 
and  from  lOt)  to  110  feet  in  length.  Several  of  them  are  used  as  road- 
ways under  the  canal. 

The  entire  canal  is  fed  from  five  dams.  1.  The  Little  Falls  feeder, 
which  supplies  the  canal  from  that  point  to  the  basin  in  \Vashinj2:ton.  2. 
The  feeder  at  Seneca,  supplying  seventeen  miles  ;  in  addition  to  which,  a 
small  supply  is  received  at  the  Great  Falls  through  an  arch  under  the  tow- 
ing path.  3.  The  canal  for  the  next  forty  miles  is  supplied  nrincipallf 
from  the  Potomac  at  the  head  of  Harper's  Ferry  falls.  Tlie  Jam  at  th» 
place  was  constructed  by  tfie  United  States  for  the  purposes  of  the  national 
armory.  For  the  distance  of  42J  miles  above  this  point,  the  supply  of  wa- 
ter is  had  from  the  two  dams,  Nos.  4  and  5,  recently  finished  by  tlic  com- 
pany. 

Protection  walls,  embracing  fully  30  miles  in  extent,  have  been  con- 
stnictcd  on  the  line  of  the  canal,  varying  from  10  to  20  ieet  in  height,  and, 
in  sonic  places,  from  40  lo  ftv^  feex. 
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The  above  imperfect  and  brief  description  can  convey  but  a  faint  idea  of 
le  maffnitnde  of  this  work,  or  of  the  difficulties  which  have  been  encoun- 
ired  and  overcome. 

Our  success?  so  far  has  for  ever  pnt  to  flight  the  evil  forebodings  and 
>ubts  of  sceptics,  who  boldly  pronounced  the  enterprise  to  be  impractica- 
e  and  visionary  ;  and  we  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  there 
:e  no  difficulties  in  advance  so  appalling  as  those  we  have  triumphantly 
issed. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting:  of  th<»  stockholders,  all  the  unfinished 
•ork  then  under  contract,  from  Holma's,  or  dam  No.  4,  to  dam  No.  5,  has 
sen  finished,  and  opened  for  navigation.  Tliese  dams  are  works  of  great 
lagniiude,  the  first  SlOfeet  in  length,  the  second  706  feet  long,  and  each 
bout  20  feet  in  height,  being  feeders  to  the  canal,  the  one  for  23^  miles, 
le  other  for  19  miles. 

They  are  believed  to  be  constructed  on  the  most  approved  plans,  of  the 
est  materials,  and  give  the  promise  of  ereat  strength  and  durability. 

The  most  earnest  and  earliest  efforts  of  the  board  were  directed  to  the 
•cnrity  and  completion  of  these  stupendous  works,  which,  in  June  last, 
'ere  about  half  finished,  and  in  a  state  of  evident  insecurity.  Large 
ims  of  money  had  then  been  expended  on  them,  and  the  most  fatal  con- 
"quences  were  to  be  apprehended,  in  the  event  of  their  not  being  placed 
I  a  condition  of  security  before  the  winter  floods,  which,  in  all  probability, 
"ould  have  swept  them  off.  Had  such  a  disaster  befallen  us,  we  should 
ot  have  assembled  here  with  the  buoyant  hopes  which  now  animate  us. 
lonfidence  would  have  fled,  followed  by  distrust  and  gloom,  overshadow- 
1^  the  whole  enterprise,  and  paralyzing  the  efforts  of  our  best  disposed 
nd  firmest  friends. 

The  largest  force  which  our  limited  means  justified  was  placed  on  these 
forks,  their  final  completion  relieving  us  from  the  most  anxious  solicitude. 

The  heavy  sections  below  Williamsport,  which,  for  want  of  means,  had 
leen  temporarily  suspended,  were  again  placed  under  contract,  and  finished 
bout  the  1st  of  April. 

But  few  breaches,  and  (with  a  single  exception)  none  of  much  conse- 
laence,  have  occurred  on  the  line  of  canal  above  Harper's  Ferry  ;  nor  has 
he  navigation  above  that  point  been  interrupted  except  for  a  few  days, 
['he  prir»ci[»al  breach  is  said  to  have  been  produced  by  the  carelessness  of 
Dvne  persons  in  rolling  logs  into  the  canal  from  a  precipice  overhanging  it. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  superintendent  on  that  division  to 
iqnire  into  ilife  facts,  and  comniunicate  them  to  the  board  ;  when,  should 
le  reports  be  true,  such  steps  will  be  taken  as  the  occasion  demands  for 
ur  protection  in  future.  It  is  rather  a  source  of  congratulation  that  so 
;w  accidents  have  occurred  on  the  line  of  new  work  above  Harper's  Ferry. 

is  well  known  that  time  is  required  to  give  solidity  to  embankments,  and 
>  detect  the  leaks  from  fissurrs  and  sinks  incident  to  a  limestone  region, 
sing  the  character  of  that  through  which  the  works  pass  of  recent  con- 
ruction.  The  experience  of  our  engineers  and  contractors  in  practical 
Mislrnction,  it  is  confidently  believed,'  will,  in  the  further  prosecution  of 
le  work,  ensure  it  against  those  accidents  wliich  have  heretofore  occurred 
ti  this  and  other  canals.  Much  de|>ends  on  a  judicious  location,  and, 
•lien  practicable,  by  obtaining  a  high  level,  to  avoid  approaching  too  closely 
le  river  banks.  But  our  main  reliance  will  be  on  the  fidelity  of  our  con- 
actors,  and  the  vigilance  of  our  engineers  and  superintendents,  whose 
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constant  presence  on  their  divisions  during  the  constmction  of  the  work 
will  be  required  by  the  board  ;  nor  will  any  officer  be  retained  a  inomeat 
in  the  service  of  the  company,  who  shall  be  found  neglectful  of  bis  charge. 
We  cannot,  however,  but  hope  and  believe  that  all  in  our  service,  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  res^ionsibility  they  assume,  will,  by  an  active  and  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duties,  merit  the  confidence  reposed  iu  them  by  the 
board.  * 

The  trade  between  the  District  and  Harper's  Ferry  has  been  interrupted 
for  several  days  during  the  present  year,  by  the  unfortunate  occurrence  d 
two  or  three  breaches,  the  most  considerable  of  which  was  at  the  CatodiB 
aqueduct.  In  order  that  the  repairs  at  this  point  be  made  efiectnal  and  per- 
manent, a  temporary  trunk  has  been  constructed  over  the  breach,  by  whidi 
boats  can  pass  without  difficulty,  and  (be  work  is  now  proi^rressing,  and 
will  be  completed  with  all  practicable  despatch.  The  board,  sensibly  im* 
pressed  with  the  inconvenience  to  the  public  and  loss  to  the  company,  1^ 
the  interruption  to  the  navigation,  occasioned  by  breaches,  have  deemed  it 
of  the  first  importance  to  have  a  thorough  and  critical  examination  of  the 
entire  canal  from  Georgetown  to  dam  No.  6,  with  the  view  of  having  siidi 
repairs  made  and  points  strengthened  during  the  present  season,  as  will  ei- 
fectually  secure  it  for  the  future  against  the  recurrence  of  breaches.  The 
board  accordingly  dieected  Mr.  Purcell  and  Mr.  Pisk  to  make  the  necessuj 
examinations,  and  report  to  the  board;  which  has  been  done,  and  a  portioi 
of  the  work  is  now  under  contract. 

Desirous  of  commencing  the  extension  of  the  canal  with  the  least  pon- 
ble  delay,  the  board  deputed  a  corps  of  engineers,  under  the  direction  of  Xr. 
Fisk,  to  locate  the  line  from  dam  No.  5  to  the  dam  to  be  constructed  oeir 
the  mouth  of  Cacapon,  and  to  prepare  it  for  letting  to  contractors  as  sooo 
as  practicable.  The  distance  is  about  twenty-seven  miles,  and  was  survey 
ed  and  located,  imder  orders  of  the  board,  in  the  spring  of  1834,  by  Mt 
Griiger.  Some  alterations  of  that  location  being  deemed  advisable,  Ihi 
party  under  Mr.  Fisk  has  been  actively  engagfed  for  some  weeks  io  t$ 
revision,  and  he  calculates  on  having  the  line  designated  for  contract  bylbe 
15th  instant.  Engineer  Purcell,  with  an  adequate  party,  is  noweopjpi 
in  the  survey  of  the  line  from  the  South  Branch,  sixteen  miles  below  Cun- 
berlaiid,  to  the  latter  place.  It  is  intended  to  commence  the  survey  and 
location  of  the  line  between  Cacapon  and  the  South  Branch  as  soon  atlhi 
necessary  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  purpose  ;  and  we  coofideoiif 
believe  that,  in  the  course  of  the  summer  all  the  masonry,  dams,  and  dif- 
cult  sections,  may  be  placed  under  contract. 

The  board  contemplates  placing  under  immediate  contract  only  theoiflit 
difficult  and  heavy  sections,  including  the  dams,  aqueducts,  locks,  and  eat* 
verts.  These  require  considerable  time  for  their  construction,  and  tot  d^ 
Caining  and  preparing  the  necessarv  materials.  A  considerable  porlioo  d 
the  sections  to  Cumberland  will  be  located  through  alluvial  bottoms,  of fltff 
execution,  and  requiring  but  few  months  to  complete  them.  They  c^ 
without  difficulty,  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  water,  by  ielii^ 
them,  after  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  heavier  wofk.  '11* 
ex|ierience  of  the  past  teaches  us  a  useful  lesson  on  this  subject,  in  Ihi 
manifest  disadvantage  of  completing  light  sections  for  a  length  of  time  Is* 
fore  the  admission  of  the  water.  The  embankments  are  liable  to  bevaib* 
ed  into  the  canal  by  heavy  rains,  requiring  the  earth  to  be  cleared  ool,  aod 
the  banks  dressed  over^  at  considerable  cost. 
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The  board  has  adopted  measnres  to  obtain  of  the  proprie:ors  of  the  lands 
hroiigh  which  the  canal  may  be  locatiHJ,  by  amicable  arrangement,  the 
*ight  of  way.  It  is  believed  that  they  fully  appreciate  the  benefits  which 
nust  result  to  them  in  the  facilities  the  canal  will  afford,  and  thu  enhanced 
ralne  of  their  properly,  and  will  meet  the  Tiews  of  the  board  in  a  liberal 
ipirit. 

We  regret  to  find  that,  as  we  ascend  tlie  Potomac  (unless  in  the  imme- 
liate  vicinity  of  Cumberland),  stone  of  suitable  quality  for  the  construction 
A  locks  and  aqueducts,  is  tx)th  scarce  and  very  inferior  to  the  quarries  we 
lave  passed.  The  superintendent  of  masonry  has  been  engaged  for  some 
ime  in  examination  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the  canal,  with  the  view  of 
lacertaining  the  supply  of  this  material  to  be  relied  on. 

In  the  contemplation  of  a  failure  to  find  suitable  stone  for  locks,  and 
:heir  enhanced  cost  where  the  material  is  not  very  accessible,  or  has  to  be 
rnnsported  a  distance  by  land,  it  has  been  suggested  that,  at  the  points 
where  these  difficulties  are  fbund  to  exist,  temporary  wooden  locks  might 
le  used  with  advantage,  which  would  probably  last  for  fifteen  xears,  and 
Dight  be  replaced,  when  they  begin  to  fail,  by  stone,  which  could  be  dress- 
id  at  the  splendid  quarries  below,  and  transported  on  the  canu)  at  a  com- 
Niratively  small  cost.  The  materials  all  being  prepared,  and  on  the  spot,  by 
I  simultaneous  operation,  the  whole  work  might  be  accomplished  in  from 
bar  to  six  weeks,  selecting  the  season  when  the  least  inconvenience  would 
ittend  the  interruption  of  trade.  The  region  where  stone  of  good  quality 
ieases  to  abound,  is  heavily  timbered,  and  the  latter  material  could  l)e  had| 
4  any  description  required,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  The  time  re- 
piired  for  their  construction  would  he  much  less  than  if  built  of  stone,  and 
be  probable  difference  in  cost  would  be  as  three  to  one.  By  this  course, 
be  early  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland  would  be  hastened,  and 
he  large  sum  saved  in  the  construction  of  locks  be  applied  in  furtherance 
if  that  object.  The  board,  in  offering  these  suggestions  for  the  considera- 
ion  of  the  stockholders,  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending:  any 
permanent  departure  from  the  plan  of  execution  heretofore  contemplated, 
md  that  this  deviation  should  only  be  adopted  should  the  necessity  of  the 
ease,  on  further  inquiry  and  examination,  justify  it. 

The  original  plan  contemplates  a  continuous,  independent  canal  from 
tide  water  to  its  western  termination  ;  nor  as  yet  has  there  l)een  any  devia* 
Ijoiiy  with  the  exception  of  about  three  miles  of  still  water,  or  pool  naviga- 
&>n,  immediately  above  dam  No.  4,  where,  for  nearly  the  entire  distancei 
he  river,  ten  or  fifteen  feet  in  depth,  washes  the  base  of  high,  precipitous 
'iitb  of  rock,  rendering  the  construction  of  a  canal  very  costly,  and  even 
be  estimated  cost  of  a  towpath  not  less  than  ^30000.  Similar  difficulties, 
llon^h  not  of  equal  extent,  in  the  construction  of  a  canal,  are  presented  in 
^distance  of  about  two  miles,  from  dam  No.  6  to  the  western  termination 
T-CliaTles's  cliffs,  where  stupendous  bluffs  of  limestone,  one  hundred  feet 
k  beigbt,  overhang  the  river,  which,  at  their  base,  is  twenty  feet  in  depth. 
<^fore  the  diflSculties  of  construction  were  enhanced. by  the  refluent  wafer 
^Mn  dam  No.  6,  the  estimated  cost,  by  Geddes  and  Roberts,  of  one  mile 
t  this  point,  was  $65,941  75.  Presuming  their  calculations  to  be  cor- 
^  we  could  not  prudently  assume  a  less  sum  than  3100,000  as  the  cost 
^  a  canal  from  the  dam  to  the  upper  point  of  the  cliffy.  Both  of  these 
aN>l8  ofkr  a  safe  navigation  to  ascending  and  descending  boats,  but  are  iia- 
^  to  the  objections  of  having  to  send  the  horses  employed  in  towing  seve* 
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ral  miles  round,  to  meet  the  boats,  beside  the  delay  from  the  slow  prourt?? 
made  by  boats  heavily  loaded,  when  pro|)elled  by  ours,  ihe  water  being  loo 
deep  for  the  use  of  poles. 

The  principal  argument  in  favor  ot  a  connected  canal  at  these  points,  i> 
that,  in  the  event  of  an  accident  to  either  of  the  dams,  the  one  next  above 
would  still  continue  to  feed  the  canal  until  the  repairs  could  be  made.  Our 
reUance  must  be  on  the  durability  of  our  dams,  which  now  give  the  prom- 
ise of  strengthening  with  time;  but  shoul<jl  either  fail,  then  would  bo  the 
most  favorable  time  for  constructing  the  canal,  when  the  stream  would  be 
reduced  to  its  natural  level,  and  consequently  the  difliculty  and  cost  of  the 
work  would  be  greatly  diminished. 

For  these  considerations,  and  others  (which,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  are 
omitted),  the  board  are  iiupressed  with  the  belief  that  a  prudent  expendi- 
ture of  probably  of  $150,000  at  these  points  can  be  dispensed  with,  and 
applied  to  the  prosecution  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  while,  for  less  than 
the  interest  on  the  estimated  cost,  every  requisite  facility  may  be  given  &f 
the  safe  and  speedy  navigation  of  the  pools,  by  the  use  of  small  steamboats 
of  about  ten-horse  power,  constructed  so  as  to  take  on  board  the  horses,  at 
the  same  time  towing  the  boats.     The  distance  is  such   that  the  boats 
would  be  towed  from  one  point  to  the  other  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes, 
and,  in  fact,  the  steamboats  would  l^e  always  in  sight  to  receive  signals. 
The  size  of  the  boats  might  be  about  eighty-five  feet  in  lengrth,  and  fourttien 
in  width,  with  stern  wheels,  and  would  conveniently  pass  through  the  locks, 
the  estimated  cost  being  about  $1,000  each.     These  boats  might  cither  be 
the  property  of  the  company,  and  under  the  direction  of  its  otficers,  or  left 
to  individual  enterprise,  which  we  have  no  doubt  would  be  directed  to(l.e 
subject  utider  a  fair  and  lil>eral  arrangement.     Wo  believe  that  the  saise 
enterprise  will  very  soon  introduce  on  the  canal  a  regular  line  ol  packet* 
boats  from  dam  No.  5,  to  the  District,  of  which  the  steamboats  on  tli'e  poob 
would  constitute  a  connecting  link.     The  strongest  inducements  are  held 
out  to  individuals  to  engage  in  the  undertakincf,  from  the  fact  that  the  in- 
tercourse is  daily  increasing  between  the  District  and  the  upper  couutry,«Dd 
nothing  but  a  commencement  is  required  to  ensure  a  steady  patrona^ind 
ample  remuneration.     That  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  travdliif 
east  and  west,  will  take  the  direction  of  the  canal,  we  cannot  doubt,  vtaen 
we  reflect  that  the  great  western  road  at  Clear  Spring,  is  within  two  mils 
of  Charleses  mill,  on  the  pool  of  dam  No.  5,  to  which  place  there  is  a  good 
road ;  and  when  a  regular  line  of  packets  is  established,  there  will,  no^b^ 
be  stages  from  Clear  Spring  in  connexion  with  them.     Travellers,  aftertiv 
fatigumg  transit  of  the  mountains,  will  find  this  mode  of  conveyaneoii 
agreeable  relief,  and  will  take  the  canal  route.    If  destined  for  Biki' 
more,  or  further  east,  they  can  elect  either  to  pursue  the  entire  cioalli 
Washington,  taking  the  railroad  cars  at  that  point,  at  Harper's  Fefryif 
the  Point  of  Kocks.    Curiosity  will  induce  travellers  to  view  the  migv 
cent  scenery  of  the  Potomac,  and,  at  the  same  time,  two  of  the  gnU^ 
works  that  have  been  executed  in  our  country. 

The  receipts  from  tolls  have  necessarily  been  much  limited,  in  cm0 
quence  of  the  obstructions  from  the  erection  of  dams  Nos.  4  and  5^  tte^i' 
vision  between  them  having  only  been  opened  for  trade  in  April,  and  fluif 
interruptions  since  that  time  having  occurred  from  un&rtunate  hmcbtf; 
against  the  recurrence  of  which,  the  board  is  providing,  it  is  beli6fed,aB 
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effectual  remedy,  by  adding  strength  at  every  suspicious  point  ou  the  line 
of  canal. 

The  evidences  of  increasing  trade  are  daily  multiplying,  and  from  sources 
Mihich  have  lieretofore  been  nlieu  to  us.  Already  have  the  ngricultural 
products  and  niunufactured  iron  of  Pennsylvania  been  brought  to  the  canal 
at  Willianisport,  as  the  readiest  and  cheapest  mode  of  conveyance  to  ports 
for  transhi[)ments  to  eastern  markets.  In  anticipation  of  the  completion 
ot  the  canal  io  Cumbeilund,  property  in  Allegany  county,  especially  in  the 
bituuiiuous  coul  region,  has  experienced  a  considerable  advance,  and  capi- 
talisis  are  directing  their  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  this  valuable  miner- 
al, ill  view  of  the  almost  unlimited  demand  for  it,  which  will  be  ensured  by 
the  opening  of  the  canal  from  Cumberland.  The  extension  of  the  canal 
to  Cacapon,  contracts  lor  which  will  be  made  during  the  present  mouth, 
brings  ns  to  the  conunenccment  of  one  of  the  heaviest  timl)ered  regions 
south  of  the  Allegany,  bordering  on  the  Potomac,  and  penetrated  by  its  trib- 
utary stre^mis,  estimated  to  exceed  16,000  square  miles.  Tiie  unbounded 
resources  to  bo  derived  from  coal  and  lumber  alone,  would  hilly  justify  the 
most  sanguine  cdlculations  which  have  ever  been  made  of  the  future  reve- 
nue of  this  canal,  ihii  all  doubts  must  vanish  when  we  reflect  on  the  aus- 
iliary  aids  to  be  derived  from  so  many  other  fruitful  sources  ;  among  which 
may  be  enumerated  the  agricultural  products  of  the  rich  and  extensive 
country  bordering  on  the  Potomac  and  ^>henandoah,  and  the  numerous 
tributaries  to  those  noble  rivers,  all  susceptible  of  improvement,  and  eveu 
in  their  natural  state,  embracing  a  navigation,  in  high  water,  of  500  miles. 
Anthracite  coal  has  been  discovered  within  twelve  miles  of  the  canal ;  iron 
of  the  best  qu:ility  is  found  in  abundance  at  many  points  ;  limestone,  com- 
moQ  and  hydraulic,  and  marble,  variegated  and  white,  inexhaustible  in 
quantity,  are  distributed  along  the  line  of  the  canal.  To  all  these  may  be 
added  the  ascending  trade  in  iish,  gypsum,  siilt,  &.c.,and  the  transportation 
trade  from  Wheeling  and  Pittsburg,  on  reaching  Cumberland.  The  amount 
of  trade,  when  the  union  of  the  western  waters  with  the  Potomac  is  effect- 
ed, will  be  so  vast  as  at  this  day  to  defy  human  calculation.  The  cities  of 
this  District,  as  well  as  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  Maryland,  may 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  liighest  degree  of  prosperity  from  tliis 
and  other  works  of  internal  improvement  connecting  with  it,  furnishing 
the  means  of  an  active  and  increasing:  commerce.  The  truth  of  this  pre- 
dictioji  may  be  well  illustrated  by  a  fact  in  relation  to  ttie  cocil  trade  alone 
of  the  Schuylkill,  which  has  recently  been  published,  and  which  employed, 
in  '1833,  nearly  as  much  tonnage  as  was  engaged  in  the  whole  foreign  trade 
of  ihe  Stales  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Aorth  Carolina,  <ind  the  District  of  Columbia,  united. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  encountered  many  difHculties  in  our  progress, 
^hich  was  delayed  by  the  unfortunate  and  protracted  controversy,  for  the 
^ght  of  way,  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and,  since 
the  compromise  of  that  question,  by  the  restricted  means  of  the  company 
^H)i  justifying  an  extended  operation.  The  revenue  from  tolls  has  been 
BKHall,  from  causes  heretofore  explained;  nor  could  a  profitable  result  be 
Expected,  until  those  great  resources  which  we  have  mentioned  in  this  report 
^*€brought  to  our  aid.  We  should  be  cheered,  in  our  onward  progress,  by 
tfafi  prospect  and  hope  of  soon  seizing  on  those  rich  treasures  which  nature 
has  so  lavishly  placed  within  our  reach,  the  possession  of  which  will  amply 
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rompensate  for  all  the  trouble  and  cost  we  have  encountered  In  achieving 
this  noble  enterprise. 

Under  (he  late  l&w  and  supplemental  resohition  of  Maryland,  making  a 
loan  of  $2,(l0t),l)n0  to  the  C^hesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  provision 
was  made  for  the  aitemtion  of  the  tariff  of  toils ;  in  compliance  with  which, 
the  board,  conjointly  with  ihe  commissioners  of  Maryland,  have  arranged  a 
tariff  of  tolls,  to  go  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  July.  Such  alterations  hafe 
been  made  in  the  existing  tariff  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  will  con* 
duce  to  the  interest  of  the  company,  and,  at  the  same  time,  give  geoenl 
satisfaction. 

The  stockholders,  at  a  general  meeting,  in  June,  1830,  adopted  a  resoln- 
tion  recommending  that  the  president  and  directors  should  appoint  an  ot 
ficer,  to  be  styled  <* Commissioner  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CanaL"  This 
resolution  not  being  imperative,  and  the  board  not  deeming  the  services  of 
such  an  officer  necessary  at  that  time,  deferred  making  the  appoinimenL 
But  the  operations  on  the  canal  proposed  to  be  placed  under  contract,  being 
now  more  extended  and  distant  from  the  board,  the  appointment  of  a  cooh 
missioner  was  deemed  highly  important  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  h 
accordance  with  this  opinion,  the  board  conferred  the  appointment  on  Major 
George  Bender,  late  a  director  of  the  company,  whose  high  charader, 
known  integrity,  and  business  habits,  pre  eminently  fit  him  for  the  situatiuo, 
and  give  every  assurance  that  the  trust  reposed  in  him  will  be  performed  in 
a  manner  as  honorable  to  himself  as  servicable  to  the  company. 

The  duties  of  his  office  are  various  and  of  high  responsibility.     Through 
him,  all  communications  between  the  board  and  engineers  and  contractors 
are  fo  be  made.    He  has  a  general  supervision  of  the  line  of  construction; 
makes  all  contracts  for  materials,  &c.,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  tbt 
board;  liquidates  all  accounts,  and  disburses  all  moneys  expended  on  the 
works  to  be  placed  under  contract,  in  the  further  progress  of  the  canal.    He 
is  to  make  regular  returns  and  reports  to  the  board,  and  to  communicate  ill 
matters  of  interest.     He  will  be  located  at  a  convenient  point,  to  comroiini- 
cate  freely  with  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  company,  and  to  give  his  per* 
sonal  attention  to  the  work.     By  the  appointment  of  this  officer,  a  system 
of  order,  regularity,  and  proper  responsibility  is  introduced,  which  will  con* 
duce  much  towards  the  active  and  harmonious  operations  of  the  compAOf 
in  every  department,  and  in  the  economy  of  its  expenditures. 

The  incessant  and  laborious  duties  imposed  on  the  clerk  of  the  company, 
with  the  inadequate  aid  he  has  heretofore  had,  rendered  it  wholly  out  of  hit 
power  to  arrange  and  record  the  numerous  title  papers  of  the  company  fer 
the  acquisition  of  the  lands  through  which  the  canal  passes.  The  delay 
which  had  occurred  rendered  it  a  work  of  time  and  great  labor  to  arranff 
and  record  these  papers.  This  duty  was,  however,  gratuitously  undertake 
by  Major  Bender,  and  very  considerable  progress  made  in  the  work  fn- 
vious  CO  his  appointment  as  your  commissioner.  The  results  of  his  laboflr 
now  in  the  office,  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  stockholders,  who  will 
at  once  perceive  the  exercise  of  mind,  as  well  as  the  heavy  clerical  labor, 
which  was  employed  in  the  performance  of  this  voluntary  task.  The  boar^ 
sensibly  impressed  with  tho  value  of  this  service,  would  be  doing  injostitf 
to  the  liberal  feelings  of  the  stockholders,  did  they  not  present  tneae  Mh 
and,  at  the  same  time,  recommend  that  authority  be  given  them  to  latb 
suitable  recompense  to  Major  Bender. 
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B  the  24th  of  Harcb,  1834,  the  stockholders  ftdop^^  a  preattfble  and 
mions  proposing  a  compromise  of  the  claims  of  creditors  of  the  late 
mac  Company,  their  assent  to  the  terms  to  be  signified  by  the  1st  of 
following.  Under  the  proposition  offered,  several  of  the  cr^itors  have 
ded  to  the  terms,  and,  since  July  last,  others  have  offered  to  accept  thenL 
wonldy  therefore,  reconunend  that  time  for  further  acceptance  be  ex- 
ed  to  the  1st  of  January  next. 

^me  propositions  having  been  made  to  the  board  for  the  introduction,  bv 
riduals,  or  companies,  of  steampacket- boats  on  the  canal,  the  board. acU 
•ed  that  time  would  be  given,  until  the  1st  of  August,  for  the  trial  of  aoch 
I  on  the  canal  as  would  not  abrade  the  banks,  and  would  move  at  the 

I  of  not  less  than  eight  miles  an  hour,  giving  to  the  boat  best  adapted 
le  purpose  the  privilege  of  navigating  the  canal  for  one  year,  free  of 

%  have  not,  as  yet,  been  informed  whether  any  boats  of  this  descripdoii 
n  preparation,  but  entertain  the  hope  that  the  experiment  may  be  tried, 
width  and  depth  of  the  canal,  and  its  freedom  from  any  impediment 
ridges  or  other  obstructions,  offer  inducements  for  steamboat  navigatioa 
di  are  not  to  be  found  on  any  other  canal,  of  the  same  extent,  in  America, 
snded  to  this  report  are  tabular  statements,  presenting  a  Yiovr,  o(  the 
inditnres  of  the  company,  and  its  existionAkgations,  its  receipts  from 
,  and  also  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and  scq^fefiwt  thereto,  providing  for 
x)mpletion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  (o;Cumberland. 

II  wtiich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors. 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
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General  abstract  of  receipts  and  payments  by  t/ie  Treasurer  ef  the  i 

also  the  receipts  and  payments  /« 


Dr. 


Receipts  for  the 
year  ending 
Maj31, 1^. 


Ag^egaie 
ceipts 


To  capital  Stock      .  -  .  . 

To  Potomac  Comp&ny,  general  account 

To  Potomac  Company,  unclaimed  dividends 

To  toll  account 

To  acquisition  of  lands       - 

To  engineer  department 

To  constraction  of  the  canal 

To  law  expenses     -  .  .  - 

TV)  interest  account 

To  profit  and  loss   -  -  -  - 

To  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 

To  notes  payable    - 


$41,038  46 
21,628  48 


121  41 
10,321  22 

254,500  00 


327,609  57 


$3,792^ 
41 
3( 
123,3: 
1,05 
2^ 
6,6J 
1^ 
17,9] 
2,9 
266,a 
265,5( 


Office  of  the  Treasurer  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ^ 
Canal  Co,,  Washington^  June  1, 1836.        3 
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mke  and  (Vno  Camd  Company ^'to  the  \k 
ar  ending  on  the  31^/  day  of  Mayy  1835. 

Cr. 
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Payments  for  the 

Aggregate   p«y. 

year      endinir 
May  31, 1835. 

meBU. 

r  corporation  of  Washington 

. 

$176,000  00^ 

r*  corporation  of  Georgetown 

— 

43,760  00 

r  Potomac  Company,  unclaimed  dividends 

— 

6  65 

/•/Potomac  Company,  toll  account 

_ 

934  46 

f  acquisition  of  lands 

$4,861  80 

176,657  26 

f  engineer  department 

6,640  97 

128,142  99 

f  construction  of  the  canal 

317,619  21 

3,766,677  17 

f  law  expenses     .            -            -            - 

2,798  64 

^  17,696  67 

f  interest              .            .            .            . 

8,346  04 

13,612  06 

f  pay  of  officers    -            -            -            - 

6,336  30 

49,771  69 

y  stationery          .            .            -            . 

168  12 

1,921  49 

y  printing             -            .            .            . 

726  84 

.6,847  92 

y  postages             .            -            .            . 

182  83 

689  33 

y  western  section 

11  00 

4,037  08 

y  lock-keepers'  salaries     - 

6,073  90 

'  17,020  68 

y  contingent  expenses 

3,475  40 

17,666  26 

367,229  06 

4,420,220  30 

y  balances  to  thu  credit  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company  in  Baidc  United 

States,  Washington 

64  90 

o.  in  Bank  of  Washington 

3,911  64 

o.  in  Bank  of  the  Metropolis 

17  21 

o.  in  Patriotic  Bank 

4,404  24 

•      .    •    ■ 

o.  in  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Georgetown       .            .            -            - 

6,801  47 

o.  in  Bank  of  Alexandria 

16  48 

o.  in  Bank  of  Potomac     - 

1,026  12 

o.  in  Bank  of  Hagerstown 

16  40 

p.  in  Cumberland  Bank  of  Allegany 

1  40 

5>.  in  Bank  of  the  Valley,  Charlestown    - 

12. 09 

.      . 

o.  in  Washington  Co.  Bank,  Williamsport 
o.  in  Bank  of  the  Valley,  Leesburg 

613  87 

19  68 

15^4  60 

y  stock  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  5  per  cent 

44,000  00 

69,804  60 

.^ 

4,480,024  80* 

<e.E.) 


ROBERT  BARNARD^  TSrtmnnr. 


h^^% 
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S(fd0ment  of  the  debts  and  credits  ^  lA«  Qm^pprnke  €md  Ohio  Ctmd 
Company  on  the  Ut  dojf  ^f  Jime^  1836. 

Amount  of  acceptances  made  ....    ^06|56l  80 

Small  notes  issued  on  pledge  of  stock  -     $100,706  00 

Lass  amount  advanced  to  the  agent  of  the 
trustees  for  redemption     •  •  •  69,446  00 

31,260  OD 

41,940  » 
16,000  0 
30,000(10 

669^762  01 


Accounts  liquidated 
Accounts  unliquidated,  estimated  at 
Jndgments  rendered,  estimated  at 
Due  for  lands,  estimated  at 


.Uuj9  by  stockholders 
C^foi:  doubtful  debts 


Means  applicable  to  the  above. 

-   $191,783  42 
.      100,000  00 


aifckii— State  of  Maryland  -  -       44,000  00 

Corporation  of  Washington      176,000  00 
Ciorporation  of  Georgetown       43,760  00 


$91,783  42 


Gtah  in  banks         -  -        16,804  60 

I^eiis,^  requisitions  drawn,  but  not  yet 
paid        -  -  996  99 


262,760  00 


14,807  61 


Deficit 


369,31019 
19Mllil 


JOHN  P  UiGLE, 

curk  a^o.aix 

Office  of  the  Chssapeaiu  and  Ohio  Camal  Co., 
\Vashingtmy  June  1, 1836. 


Eetimated  amount  of  tolls  which  have  aecmed  en  ike  Ckeuneafte  ^ 
Ohio  canal  from  1st  Jtme^  ^SiA^ta\si  JhM^  1830. 


Descending  trade 
Ascending  tradf 


Aggregate 


6/m# 

81,08011 


The  returns  not  having  yet  ;been  reeeifed  firoQ  the  disluM  eoDeeHlfc  #» 
e^na^  is^Ven  as  the  *^  estimated"  amount  of  lolls  for  the  pest  yeerj  1  i» 
yttj  near  the  true  amount 
'^       "  JOHN  P.  ingle; 

osrik  Cloaca 

Qmcm  OF  t|ik  CHEaAPBAKB  AKx>  Ohio  Cavai.  Co., 
Washington^  June  \.  1836^ 
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N. 

Eighth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  the  stockholders,  made  June  15,  1836. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  eighth  «iiinual  miseting  of  the  stock- 
Krtders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CanaT  Company  is  held  are  of  peculiar 
Dterest,  and  the  subjects  to  be  submitted  to  their  consideration  and  action 
ire  of  the  higrhcst  importance,- and  require  the  exercise  of  their  soundest 
ddgroent  and  most  dispassionate  reflection.  To  avoid  unnecessarily  swd- 
iog  this  report,  detailed  statements  and  exhibits,  now  omitted,  will  be  pre- 
lented  for  the  inspection  of  the  general  committee,  uniformly  appointed  at 
te  annual  meetings,  and  will  constitute  a  part  of  the  report  in  the  form  Of 
in  appendix.  For  the  present,  the  board  will  be  content  with  offering  a 
jeneral  outline  of  the  hffuirs  of  the  company. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1835,  a  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  con- 
vened, to  take  into  consideration  an  act  of  the  Liegislature  of  Maryland  mil- 
nng  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Caniil 
Company.  The  conditions  of  that  act  were  accepted  by  the  company,  and 
lave  since  l)een  strictly  complied  with  by  both  parties.  It  was  then  be- 
ieved  that  this  sum,  together  with  the  other  means  of  the  company  not  then 
ivailable,  would  secure  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland.  This 
pinion  was  entertained  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Internal  Iiti- 
irovement  Convention  which  assembled  in  Baltimore  in  December,  1834, 
0  report  on  the  probable  cost,  and  was  based  on  a  survey  of  twenty-sev^n 
niles,  from  dam  No.  5  to  Cacapon,  made  by  Alfred  Cruger,  Ksq.  The 
ommittee  assumed  that  the  average  cost  of  the  entire  unfinished  line  to 
/umberland  would  not  exceed  that  of  the  portion  surveyed  by  Mr.  Cruger, 
ind,  on  this  hypothesis,  fairly  inferred  that  two  millions  of  dollars  would 
locomplish  the  work.  The  board  of  directors,  having  at  the  time  no  data 
Dore  correct  on  which  to  found  other  conclusions,  acquiesced  in  the  opin- 
011  of  the  committee. 

No  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  on  the  part 
\i  tlie  board ;  but  the  Baltimore  convention  appointed  a  special  committee 
or  tlie  purpose,  who,  in  their  memorial,  adopted  the  report  and  estimates 
if  the  first-named  committee,  and  urged  the  liegislature  to  grant  the  nec^* 
lary  aid. 

These  facts  are  stated  to  vindicate  the  board  from  unjust  imputations, 
rhich  have  been  attempted  to  be  cast  oti  it,  of  having  made  to  the  Legislli- 
ure  of  Maryland  false  estimates  of  the  cost,  and  with' the  knowledge  at  the 
Ime  that  the  sum  of  $2,000,000  would  be  inadequate. 

The  board  did  believe,  at  the  presentation  of  their  special  report  in  April, 
1835,  and  at  their  subsequent  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stock- 
loMers  on  the  1st  of  June  following,  that  the  loan,  together  with  their  ex- 
iting means  and  the  credit  of  the  company,  would  enable  them  to  pay  their 
IM>t8  and  complete  the  canal  to  Cumberland  without  further  aid  fron\  the 
Sorernments  interested  in  the  work.  That  such  was  the  view  of  the  boald 
nay  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  from  their  report  in  April : 

"The  loan  granted  the  company  by  the  act  of  Maryland,  now  8ubmiU«d 
br  your  consideration  and  acceptance,  affords  ample  means,  not  only  to  re- 
ease  the  company  from  existing  debts  and  obligations,  but  for  an  efficient 
lod  sacceasfal  prosecution  of  the  work." 
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Immediately  on  the  acceptance  of  the  loan  by  the  stockholders,  the  engi- 
neers  were  directed  to  locate  the  entire  line  to  Cumberland,  with  the  view 

•  of  placing  it  under  contract.  Mr.  Fisk  commenced  on  the  division  fcom 
dam  No.  5  to  Oacapon,  about  twenty-seven  miles,  which  had  been  previ- 
ously located  in  the  spring  of  1834  by  Mr.  Crnger,  and  then  estimated  to 
cost  $^63,676.  Qn  the  16th  of  June  last,  Mr.  Fisk  submitted  his  report  to 
the  board,  and  estimated  the  same  line  to  cost  $1,022,634.     The  locations 

•fromCacapou  to  Cumberland  were  still  in  progress  under  two  parties  of 
engineers:  the  one  engaged  between  the  South  Branch  and  Cumberlaad 
did  not  finish  until  September  last ;  and  the  other,  from  Cacapon  to  tlie 
South  Branch,  reported  to  the  board  on  the  6th  of  January. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Fisk,  made  in  June,  satisfied  the  board  of  directors,  for 

.  the  first  time,  that  the  estimate  of  the  committee  of  the  Baltimore  conveih 

.  tioo  was  erroneous,  and  determined  them  only  to  let  out  the  more  difficnlt 
sections ;  nor,  until  the  last  report  was  made  in  January,  did  they  becooe 
fully  informed  of  the  actual  cost  of  constructing  the  canal  from  dam  No.  5 
to  Cumberland.     Resolved  not  to  enter  into  engagements  beyond  their 

'  means  of  compliance,  the  board  immediately  determined  to  suspend  the  let- 
ting of  the  work  above  Cacapon  (with  the  exception  of  the  tunnel  and  deep 
cut  at  Oldtown)  until  adequate  means  were  obtained  for  its  completioo. 
They  felt  that  entire  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  estimates  of  their  enjn- 
neers,  which  had  been  tested  by  a  comparison  with  the  actual  conlrads 
made  between  dam  No.  5  and  Cacapon.  They  ascertained  that  the  defi- 
ciency of  means  yet  to  be  provided  for  the  completion  of  tlie  canal  to  Cam- 
berland  amounted  to  $2,427,497,  exclusive  of  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  the 
loan  of  Maryland,  and  the  additional  cost  of  bringing  the  Cacapon  and 
South  Branch  into  the  canal  as  feeders ;  which  are  deemed  highly  import- 
ant improvements,  both  for  the  security  of  the  works  at  those  pomt&  ind 
the  trade  of  the  canal  from  those  valleys. 

They  felt  it  alike  due  to  themselves,  the  company,  and  the  State  of  Mary- 
land immediately  to  impart  the  information  which  these  surveys  and  esu- 
mates  had  placed  in  their  possession.  To  that  Slate  the  company  felt  in- 
debted for  means  which  had  prevented  the  total  suspension  of  the  work, and 
lor  succor  at  the  time  of  its  greatest  need ;  and,  although  sensible  of  thesur- 
prise  and  disappointment  which,  in  common  with  the  company,  would  be 
felt  by  the  State  at  the  disclosure  of  these  facts,  the  board  delayed  not  a  mo- 
ment in  making  to  the  Legislature,  then  in  session,  a  full  and  frank  oom- 

,  munication  in  the  form  of  a  memorial.  In  this  document,  to  which  the 
stockholders  are  referred,  the  Legislature  was  made  acquainted  with  tte 
present  situation  of  the  company,  and  the  necessity  of  further  aid.  The 
causes  which  led  to  the  discrepancies  of  the  present  with  former  estimtKt 
were  accounted  for,  and  every  information  tendered  by  the  board. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  memorial,  the  Legislature  appointed  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  to  ex- 
amine and  report  upon  the  application  of  the  money  loaned  by  the  Stale^ai 
well  as  the  causes  of  the  erroneous  estimates  which  had  been  subfnitiedl^ 
the  previous  Legislature,  and  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papain 
Under  this  authority  the  committee  proceeded,  at  the  last  winter  seasioo,  It 

:  make  the  investigation  ;  alter  a  full  examination  of  persona  and  papn^tha 
majority  of  that  committee  made  a  report,  from  which  the  kiiowiog  tf- 

.  tracts  are  made : 
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"  It  appears  from  the  testimony  before  the  committee,  that  the  application 
to  the  Legislature  for  the  loan  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  (Janal  Com- 
pany was  based  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
internal  Improvement  Convention  assembled  in  Baltimore,  in  December, 
1834 ;  that  this  report  was  founded  on  the  survey  made  by  Mr.  Cruger,  the 
engineer  of  the  canal  company,  of  2(i^  miles  of  the  canal  immediately  above 
the  108  miles  which  had  then  been  nearly  completed:  that  this  survey  had 
been  made  precedinj^  the  meetinsrof  the  convention;  and  the  canal  com- 
pany, adopting  this  report  as  the  basis  of  the  estimate  for  the  completion  of 
this  great  work,  were  themselves  mistaken  ;  th.it  your  committee  have  no 
reason  to  believe  the  canal  company  were  in  possession  of  any  facts,  at  the 
time  of  making  the  application  for  the  loan,  which  did  not  warrant  them  in 
adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Con- 
vention. 

"From  the  known  character  and  probity  of  the  parties,  the  committee 
are  satisfied  that  the  error  was  one  of  judgment,  not  of  design  ;  that  the 
canal  company  had  no  intention  to  mislead  or  deceive  the  Legislature. 

"With  regard  to  the  first  part  ot  the  inquiry  submitted  to  them,  the  ac- 
tual application  of  the  loan,  your  conmiittee  are  not  prepared  to  make  a  de- 
tailed report ;  they  have  ascertained,  however,  that  the  debt  of  the  company, 
at  the  time  the  loan  was  applied  for,  amounted,  according  to  the  deposition 
of  their  clerk,  J.  P.  Ingle,  to  $559,771  05,  the  greater  part  of  which  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  discharge  before  they  could  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions of  the  law  under  which  the  loan  was  made.  Of  the  loan,  one  million 
remains  to  be  paid ;  and,  by  the  arrangement  entered  into  between  the 
treasurer  and  the  canal  company,  the  sanie  has  to  be  paid  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments.  By  this  arrangement,  according  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  loan 
was  negotiable,  neither  the  State  nor  the  canal  company  have  to  pay  inter- 
est, but  as  the  several  portions  are  necessarily  called  for  from  the  lenders, 
and  advanced  to  carry  on  the  work. 

"  Your  committee  have  caused  the  evidence  taken  before  them  to  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  the  same  is  herewith  submitted.  They  would  par- 
ticularly invite  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Fisk, 
as  clearly  accounting  for  the  discrepancies  which  have  been  observed  in  the 
various  estimates ;  as  showing  the  entire  reliance  to  be  placed  upon  the 
present  estimates,  which  are  final  or  working  estimates ;  and  as  demonstra- 
ting in  the  clearest  light  the  excellency  of  the  plans  now  adopted  for  this 
great  work." 

"The  committee  conclude  by  earnestly  recommending  that  an  end  be 
put  to  all  doubt  of  the  completion  of  the  great  works  in  which  the  State  has 
engaged ;  and  that  no  unnecessary  delay  may  occur  in  giving  to  the  people 
of  the  State  the  full  use  of  such  improvements,  and  the  immediate  benefit  of 
the  investments  already  made. 

"  At  this  advanced  stage  of  the  session,  your  committee  deem  it  injudi- 
cions  and  superfluous  to  enter  into  arguments  which,  designed  to  promote, 
might  in  effect  delay,  the  necessary  action  of  the  Legislature;  but  are  un- 
willing to  close  without  remarking  U|X)n  one  happy  circumstance  attending 
the  internal  improvements  of  this  country,  contradistinguishing  them  from 
ail  otliers  of  the  habitable  globe. 

"  In  undertaking  and  prosecuting  this  canal,  and  other  similar  worKs, 
calculations  of  profit  are  based  upon  existing  things.  The  quality  of  the 
Allegany  coal,  for  example,  is  known ;  its  abundance  is  ascertained  to  be 
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adequate  to  the  demand  of  a  thousand  years,  if  it  may  not,  indeed,  befigiirlf 
considered  inexhaustible.  The  (juantity  to  be  transported  on  the  canal  15 
estimated  by  the  population  and  operations  of  the  existing  population  of  a 
few  cities  and  a  limited  region ;  and,  even  thus  calculated,  we  have  ample 
assurances  of  vast  profit  on  the  cost  of  the  work.  But  nothin/gr  in  this  coun- 
try is  better  proven,  or  more  certain,  than  that  our  population  doubles  lu 
about  twenty  years,  the  trade  and  business  increasing  probably  in  a  ratio 
still  greater. 

"  In  twenty  years,  our  present  number  of  twelve  millions  will  be  twenty- 
five.  In  less  than  half  a  century  we  shall  number  in  this  republic  uot  kss 
than  fifty  millions  of  souls.  In  our  day  and  generation,  the  great  channels 
of  trade  are  found  to  be  abundantly  pioductive ;  but,  based  upon  inexhausti- 
ble supplies,  and  sustained  by  demands  geometrically  augmenting,  wha: 
calculations  will  not  fall  short  of  the  l)enefits  and  revenues  we  shall  provide 
for  generations  yet  to  come,  by  a  provident  investment  of  the  means  of  the 
State,  sufficient  tor  the  completion  of  the  incomparable  works,  which  it  u 
the  laudable  pride  of  Maryland  already  to  have  undertaken,  and  will  be  her 
greater  pride  to  have  completed  ! 

«W.  T.  WOOTTON,  aiairman: 

The  testimony  of  Engineer  Fisk,  before  that  committee,  which  has  been 

Eublished,  accounts,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  for  the  discrepancies 
etween  his  estimates  and  those  previously  made,  and  for  the  adoption  of  s 
level  differing  from  that  of  Mr.  Gruger.  At  that  session,  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced imbod'ying  a  variety  of  objects,  and  not  exclusively  of  internal  im- 
provement ;  containing,  however,  a  provision  for  a  sutecriplion  io  the  Chea- 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  of  $3,000,000.  The  Legislature  adjourned 
without  adopting  the  measure,  and  appointed  to  meet  again  on  the  fourth 
li^onday  of  May,  to  decide  on  these  important  questions.  On  that  day  it 
again  convened,  when  a  report  was  made  by  a  minority  of  the  iavestigatinff 
committee,  in  which  grounds  are  assumed,  in  relation  to  the  application  o( 
the  money  loaned  by  the  State  to  the  company,  which  are  not  sustained  bf 
the  facts  or  evidence  submitted  to  the  conmiiitee.  It  is  stated  in  that  repoit 
that  $879,000  have  been  applied  to  pur]>oscs  not  contemplated  by  theict 
granting  the  loan,  viz:  the  payment  of  debts,  repairs,  and  improvements  on 
the  canal  below  dam  No.  5 ;  and,  to  make  out  this  enormous  sum  as  beu^ 
misapplied,  even  our  deposites  in  bank,  which  the  evidence  of  our  ckik 
showed,  at  the  time  of  the  examination,  to  amount  to  $255,674  47,  are  in- 
cluded, to  swell  the  amount  of  money  assumed  to  have  been  misapplied. 
The  president  and  one  of  the  directors,  being  at  Annapolis  as  a  cominitleCi 
deemed  it  a  duty  to  the  board  to  correct  the  misapprehensions  into  which 
the  minority  had  fallen,  and  accordingly  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Legis- 
lature, showing  that  the  amount  of  their  debts,  and  the  necessity  of  discto* 
S'ng  them,  were  known  to  the  Legislature  when  the  loan  bill  panod;  and 
at  the  act  could  not  have  been  accepted  by  the  companv  until  the  debio 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  discharged,  as  she  hela  a  lienon  Iheioib 
of  the  company,  and  the  law  of  Maryland  required  that  this  lieu  shouU  be 
given  to  the  State.  The  memorial  further  shows  that  the  payment  of  die 
other  existing  debts  due  to  contractors,  to  the  owners  of  lands  through  whiob 
the  canal  was  located,  laborers,  dec,  was  indispensable  to  sustain  the  chv- 
.acler  and  credit  of  the  companv,  and  to  ensure  the  further  proteeatioD  of 
the  work.    The  sums  expended  on  repairs  were  absolutely  neocnvr  ly 
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wemity  and  protection  of  the  works  already  constrncled,  and  to  insnie 
iiDinterrupCed  navigation  of  (he  canal.  This  memorial  is  submitted  to 
rtockholders,  and  appended  to  this  report. 

n  the  4th  of  this  month,  a  bill  passed  the  [legislature  authorizing  snb- 
itioDs,  on  cerjtain  conditions,  to  several  works  ol  internal  improvement, 
racing  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  To  this  company,  a  snbscrip- 
o(  S!{,000,000  is  authorized,  in  payments  not  exceeding  $i,GOO,000  per 
ini ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  after  each  instalment  is  made 
ie  State,  the  company  is  to  pay  interest  on  such  instalments,  at  the  rate 
i:  per  cent,  per  annum. 

y  the  compromise  between  the  railroad  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
al  companies,  the  former  was  precluded  from  the  prosecution  of  its 
k  up  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  until  the  canal  should  be  completed  to 
aberland.  This  restriction  is  required  to  be  removed,  and  the  right  of 
granted  to  the  railroad ;  which  is  not,  however,  to  precede  the  canal  in 
construction.  A  condition  is  also  imposed  on  the  railroad,  requiring  it 
>  located  from  a  point  below  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  pass  by  Boonsl^r- 
1  and  Hugcrstown.  This  will  necessarily  prevent  any  contact  with  the 
J,  nniil  ii  reaches  some  point  between  Williamsportand  Hancock.  The 
.  call  for  the  railroad  is  Cumberland ;  so  that,  after  striking  the  line  of 
3anal,  it  is  not  restricted  to  the  Maryland  shore,  but  may  cross  to  that 
irginia,  if  it  should  appear  that  an  independent  location  is  more  advisa- 
hun  the  passage,  at  difficult  points,  with  the  canal,  where  the  railroad, 
g  nunvoidalily  on  the  berm  side  of  the  canal,  would  incur  heavy  cutting 
blasting  of  rock. 

is  iurtlier  stipulated  that,  where  the  canal  and  railroad  come  in  contact, 
width  of  the  former  shall  not  be  reduced  below  the  minimum  establish- 
y  the  charter,  <'  and  in  no  case  at  any  more  expense  to  the  canal  com- 
J  than  such  part  or  parts  of  its  canal  or  works  would  have  cost,  if  the 
e  had  been  separately  or  independently  constructed.''  It  also  provides 
Uic  railroad  company  be  discharged  from  all  obligation  to  erect  at  any 
e  npon  the  margin  of  the  railroad  next  the  canal,  a  fence  of  boards,  but 
1  pay  to  the  canal  comp  my  such  sum  of  money  as  may,  in  the  opinion 
he  commissioners,  fully  provide  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
K)d  and  sufficient  post-and  rail  fence  along  the  river  line  of  the  tow-path, 
ire  its  side  may  be  precipitous.  It  requires  that  the  railroad  company  shall 
I  appropriate  notice  of  the  approach  of  its  locomotive  engines';  and  should 
injury  occur  to  the  person  or  property  of  any  individual  from  their 
lect,  that  company  shall  be  held  responsible  to  the  full  amount  of  the 
lages.  Commissioners  are  to  be  appointed  to  settle  all  questions  in  cases 
isagreement  between  the  companies,  one  to  be  appointed  by  each  party, 
I  the  privilege  of  calling  on  a  third,  in  the  event  of  their  not  agreeing, 
nexions  by  canals  are  also  provided  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca- 
from  the  cities  of  Annapolis  and  Baltimore  ;  to  the  latter  of  whidi  the 
e  is  to  subscribe  $500,01)0,  upon  conditions  therein  mentioned,  and 
ch  relate  alone  to  that  company.  Mo  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
sapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  is  required  in  this  case,  as  tho  State, 
he  charier^  reserved  the  privilege  of  intersectinsr  the  canal  at  any  point 
lin  her  borders;  and  although  the  extension  might  be  preferred  by  the 
ipany  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  yet  she  is  only  exercising  a  right 
rved  by  har  charier  to  the  company.    Whether  an  extenpion  of  the  ca- 
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nal  from  any  other  point  than  the  District  of  Columbia  in  practicable,  is  yec 
to  be  ascertained.  The  bill  further  provides  that  the  subscription  aQtbori- 
zed  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cnnal  Company,  and  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  shall  not  be  made  until  the  Maryland  Canal  Com- 
pany sfiall^  by  their  preaident  and  directors^  have  certified  to  the  treasure: 
of  the  Western  Shore  that  a  sufficient  amount  has  been  subscribed  tolbe 
stock  ot  said  company  to  justify  the  commencement  of  the  constructions 
their  canal,  and  to  ensure  its  completion  by  the  most  northern  praciiobk 
route.  Such  are  the  chief  provisions  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Cbe» 
peake  and  Ohio  canal,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  received,  and  is  novsQ^ 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  stockholders.  This  has  been  a  measti/e 
of  compromise  between  various  intepcsis  represented  in  the  Legislature  ;aoii 
to  none  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement,  either  in  progress  or  coDtens-  f 
plation,  has  the  State  made  nn  unconditional  subscription  ;  nor  \s  it,  perhnpv  / 
ui  relation  to  cither  of  the  works  named,  the  precise  measure  desired,  botif 
probably  the  only  one,  under  all  circumstances,  which  could  be  obfaiwi 
The  means  to  be  provided  by  the  suliscription  of  Maryland,  it  is  belierBi 
will  be  abundant  to  secure  tlie  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cyumberlandhr 
the  summer  of  1839,  when  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  results  wiliffllif 
realize  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  its  friends. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  line  of  canal  has  been  put  undprcoi- 
tract  from  dam  No.  5,  to  Cacapon,  a  distance  of  27  miles.  Somesedi* 
are  finished,  others  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  the  whole  ^^radnallypf*- 
gressing.  The  great  demand  for,  and  scarcity  of  laborers,  has  prevenwi 
the  work  from  progressing  as  rapidly  as  we  could  wish.  The  tniiiiel  attle 
Pawpaw  Bends,  and  the  deep  cutat  Oldtown,  requiring  longer  time  for  il«if 
construction  than  any  other  works,  have  been  put  under  contract.  Extensife 
repairs  and  improvements  on  the  line  from  ( -Georgetown  to  dam  No.  5- 
have  been  made  within  the  last  year,  and  were  indispensably  necessary ftr 
the  security  of  the  canal,  and  the  advancement  of  its  trade.  Since  thoseff- 
pairs  were  made,  no  interruption  of  any  consequence  to  the  navigation  to 
occurred,  until  the  recent  freshet,  which  raised  the  waters  of  the  Potomic 
to  an  unprecedented  height,  and  carried  off  some  of  our  embankmei* 
Great  apprehension  was  entertained  of  extensive  and  serious  injury*  bnlJJJ 
are  happy  to  state  that  the  dama<re  is  not  so  great  as  we  had  feared.  W 
the  board  ever  doubted  the  expediency  of  the  location  adopted  by  Mr.  Fist 
those  doubts  would  have  been  wholly  dissipated  by  the  results  of  therecei^ 
freshet,  as  the  chief  injury  sustained  by  the  canal  has  been  at  points  wb» 
it  approximates  too  closely  the  river  line.  The  new  locations  havebj 
made  with  the  view  of  placing  the  canal  above  any  rise  of  the  river,  tf* 
consequently,  its  entire  security.  The  economy  of  such  locations  is*'*' 
dent,  both  in  the  permanency  of  the  work,  and  the  assurance  of  an  nni* 
mpted  navigation.  We  hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  readmit  the  water.  TJJ 
strength  of  the  masonry,  and  its  admirable  construction,  were  lolly  t«*J 
by  the  recent  freshet ;  and  notwithstanding  the  immense  pressure  on  * 
aqueducts  and  other  masonry,  none  have  teen  injured.  . 

The  revenue  of  the  company,  arising  from  tolls,  for  one  J^^^^^VJi 
30th  of  April  last,  as  compared  with  the  receipts  of  the  |»evious  year,  sw** 
an  increase  of  about  fifty  per  cent.,  notwithstanding  the  iaierniptionJ^JJ 
navigation  from  breaches  previous  to  the  repairsof  the  lasCsoanDeraiW"^ 
and  the  suspension  of  the  trade  during  the  time  that  the  wifcr  ma^^ 
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firom  the  canal  for  the  purpose  of  making  repairs.  Tabular  statements  will 
be  famished,  and  annexed  to  this  report,  exhibiting  the  disbursements  and 
present  means  of  the  company. 

Subscribed  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  president  and  directors. 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON, 
President  Ches.  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
Washington,  June  16, 1836. 
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General  abeiract  of  the  receipts  and  payments  by  iha 

receipts  and  fujfwii 

Dr. 


Receipts  for  the 
rear      ending 
Mar  31, 1836. 

Aggnp 
ccip 

To  capital  stock       -            -            .             . 
To  State  of  Maryland 
To  Potomac  Company — 

General  account 

Unclaimed  dividends  - 

Tolls  account  .            -            -            - 
To  tolls       ..... 
To  acquisition  of  lands 
To  engineer  department 
To  construction  of  the  canal 
To  law  expenses     .... 
To  interest               .... 
To  profit  and  loss    -            -            -             - 
To  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 

$18,982  23 
1,250,000  00 

31,504  49 

362  39 
1,930  97 
1,759  99 

4 

3 

26fi 

188^ 

1/1 

8^ 

1^ 

19;N 

an 

266JN 

1,304,640  07 

5JSIV» 

Office  of  the  Treasurer  Chesapeake  and  Ohio) 
Canal  Co.<)  Washingtanj  June  1, 1836.  3 
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§ki  mitd  Oki»  Carnal  Ctmponv  to  Ante  1,  1836,  amd  •/  tkt 
ending  Mujf  31, 183& 

Ck. 


Paymenis  for  tke 

A«gregnte  pa>- 

year      ending 

May  31, 183C 

• 

menu. 

ration  of  Washington 

_ 

$175,000  00 

ration  of  Georgetown 

- 

43,760  00 

aac  Company — 

sral  account 

$373  65 

373  65 

aimed  dividends   - 

2,683  47 

5  65 

s  account  ...            - 

_ 

3,617  93 

ICCOU^t       -               -               -               . 

1,162  38 

1,162  38 

sidon  of  lands 

80,495  27 

257,152  63 

eer  department 

19,338  34 

147,481  33 

ruction  of  the  canal 

601,869  95 

4,368,637  12 

roenscs     ...            - 

3,210  07 

20,906  64 

St                -      '      . 

37,293  47 

60^)5  63 

igent  expenses 

4,313  96 

21,970  21 

F  officers   -            -            -            - 

8,440  93 

58,212  62 

lery          •            .           .           . 

310  42 

2,231  91 

ig             .            .            .           . 

•     529  94 

7,377  86 

les             -            -            -            - 

162  81 

742  14 

rn  section 

— 

4,037  08 

f  lock-keepers 

1,600  26 

18,620  84 

761,664  92 

5,181,886  28 

tes  to  tlie  credit  of  the  Chesapeake 
io  Canal  Company  in  Bank  United 

Washington 

30,105  30 

of  Washington,  Washington 

62,143  91 

of  the  Metropolis,        " 

62,875  13 

tic  Bank,                      ** 

62,907  42 

3rs  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  George- 

65,748  49 

of  Potomac,  Alexandria  - 

62,237  16 

lerland  Bank  of  Allegany 

617  90 

ington  County  Bank 

537  68 

fae  Valley,  at  Charlestown 

12  09 

337,184  97 

Terdrawn  in  Bank  of  the  Valley, 

burg         f           V           -        *  ' 

6  32 

337,179  « 

6,619,064  87 

ROBERT  BAiU!«ABO«  TWiMiffKr. 
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Memorial  of  a  eommiiiee  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  OsmfOHi 

to  the  Legislature  of  Maryland. 

To  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  : 

The  undersigned,  representing,  as  a  committee,  the  board  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  respectfully  represent :  That,  at  the  laH 
session  of  the  Legislature,  a  memorial  was  presented  on  the  part  of  the  board, 
setting  forth  the  condition  of  the  company  in  language  the  most  frank  and 
explicit,  and  accounting  for  the  errors  in  the  estimates  made  by  the  commit 
tee  of  the  Baltimore  convention,'of  which  the  honorable  Charles  P.  Meroa 
was  chairman,  for  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland.     The  appli- 
cation of  the  company  for  a  loan  of  $'<^.000,U00  was  based  on  that  estimate, 
nor  was  it  in  possession  at  the  time  of  any  information  on  which  moR 
accurate  estimates  could  be  made.    Tlie  Legislature  appointed  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  subject,  which,  alter  a  thorough  examination,  made 
a  report,  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  entirely  relieriog 
the  board  from  any  charge  of  deception  in  the  estimates  furnished  the  hegish. 
laturc,  or  of  any  improvidence  or  misapplication  of  the  funds  which  hii 
been  loaned  by  the  State.     No  report  \va^  made  by  the  minority  of  the  com' 
niittce  at  the  time,  and  it  has  not  been  until  this  adjo;]rned  meetinj?  that  tk 
dissenting  views  of  the  minority  have  been  presented  in  the  formofa  repoi( 
when  no  information  in  the  shape  of  testimony  not  previously  in  its  poMa* 
sion  has  been  obtained,  nor  has  any  investigation  been  sought  which  migfal 
shed  additional  light  on  the  subject.    The  board  of  directors,  conscioof  of 
the  integrity  of  their  purposes,  and  of  the  zeal  and  devotion  with  which  Ihef 
have  administered  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  the  economy  and  syHea 
which  enter  into  all  their  arrangements,  which  they  believe  will  com|iaii 
favorably  with  any  work  in  thu  nation,  have  anxiously  invited  the  faiicK 
and  fullest  investigation.     For  this  purpose,  they  have  not  waited  to  be 
summoned,  but  have  promptly  proffered  the  attendance  of  any  of  the  boaid 
or  other  officers  whom  the  committee  might  desire  to  examine.     Suchwia 
the  case  during  the  investigation  at  Annapohs,  and  even  before  il  «* 
known  to  the  board  that  the  committee  had  appointed  a  time  to  visit  Walk- 
ington  during  the  recess,  with  a  view  to  a  further  examination.    ThepraB* 
dent  of  the  company  addressed  letters  to  gentlemen  of  that  commiUee^iB- 
viting  them  to  visit  Washington,  and  proffering  every  facility  in  examiaiBi 
the  books  and  concerns  of  the  company,  and  of  making  a  personal  inspeetioB 
of  the  entire  line  of  the  canal.    A  part  of  the  committee  attended,  and  vol 
immediately  waited  on  by  the  president  of  the  company,  who  repeattif 
tendered  his  attendance  at  the  ofilce  of  the  canal  company,  when  the  mm 
of  the  board  was  at  their  service,  and  all  the  books  of  the  company  opea* 
their  inspection,  and  all  the  officers,  from  the  president  to  the  lowest  cM 
ready  at  the  slightest  intimation  to  attend  their  call  voluntarily,  withoiK  Ihi 
mandate  of  a  subpcDua.    No  examination,  however,  took  place,  nor  wu  the 
office  visited  by  the  committee.     Under  these  circumstances  the  board  nat- 
orally  concluded  that  no  other  report  than  that  presented  by  the  majority  tf 
Che  last  session  would  be  made. 

In  this  belief  we  were  mistaken,  and  a  report  of  a  minority  of  the  con- 
niittee  is  now  made,  in  which  the  board  is  censured  for  misapphcalioa  d 
the  funds  loaned  by  the  State.  It  is  true  the  report  says,  "Of  the  molini 
of  the  directors  and  managers  of  the  company,  they  oesire  to  say  oothiog- 
They  impugn  tbeni  not  T'    The  very  equivocal  laogtiage  ^  this  diadtiMr 
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1I7  not  very  agreeaUe  to  the  feelings  of  honorable  msn,  who  are 
by  no  other  motive  than  the  fiiithful  and  honest  discharge  of  the 
nmitted  to  them. 

g  the  pendency  of  the  loan  bill,  the  president  of  the  company  was 
lance  at  Annapolis,  and  had  with  him  exhibits  from  the  canal  office 
'  the  entire  debts  and  re$[x>nsibrlities  of  the  company,  and  also  its 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  obligations  of  the  compmiy  exceeded 
me  $500,000,  and  that  all  its  means  applicable  to  its  debts,  but  not 
ilable,  exceeded  $400,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of  about  $  100,000.  The 
ground  called  the  q:my,  on  the  basin  at  Georgetown,  and  the  im-. 
rater  power  of  the  canal,  were  not  estimated  in  the  exhibit  of  means, 
s  considered  as  being  eventually  an  ample  source  to  make  up  the 
:y. 

indersigiied  cannot  disi^uise  the  surprise  with  which  they  read  the  re- 
le  minority  of  the  investigating  committee — a  reiteration  of  the  chargo  - 
xpending  a  portion  of  the  two  uiilUnn  loan  «<  in  the  repairs  of  the 
it  tlie  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  canal  company,  &c.,  the  com- 
d  done  what  was  not  only  not  contemplated,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
brbidden  by  the  act  of  1834  ;"  and  the  seventeenth  section  of  that 
ferred  to  by  the  learned  and  able  gentlemen  (authors  oi  the  report), 
that,  for  money  so  used  and  expended,  the  directors  are  held  per- 
responsiblc. 

L7tli  section  is  in  the  following  words : 

TioN  17.  And  be  it  etiacied,  That  if  any  sum  or  sums  of  n)oney 
hall  be  loaned  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  or  to  the 
ttmore  and  Susquehanna  Uailroad  f Company,  under  the  authority 
ct,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be,  by  the  allowance,  authority,  or  con- 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  either  of  said  companies,  or  of  any 
,  applied  tonny  use  or  piirtio.«>e  not  within  the  proper  scope,  meaning, 
)riiy  of  this  aet,  or  of  Umir  c/tariers  of  incorponilion,  tlie  person  or 
so  allowing,  authorizing,  or  conniving  at,  the  misapplication  of  the 
•aned  by  this  State,  shall  be  held  liable,  jointly  or  severally,  in  their  ' 
lal  capacity,  at  any  time,  to  pay  and  refund  to  the  said  State  the 
thus  improperly  applied  or  expended." 

if  the  payment  of  money  due  for  the  condemnation  of  land ;  for  work, 
ud  materials,  and  in:  the  construction  of  the  canal ;  for  the  repair  of 
Bi  rendering  the  wlK»le  work  useiess^andlkible  to  utter  destruction;  for 
borrowed  to  carry  on  the  work,  be,  indeed,  not  <^  within  the  scope, 
^,  or  authority  of  the  actot  l8!{4,or  of  ihcirc/iarter so/ incorporation  j* 
B  the  company,  done  wrong,  and  the  directors  have  rendered  them- 
*  personally  reBponsibW-^then,  indeed,  would  they  find  themselves 
unable  to  say  what  is,  or  what.is  not,  within  the  scope,  meaning,  and 
:y  of  the  laws  under  which  they  have  been  endeavoring  to  act  with 
fidelity. 

waiving  the  discussion  of  iheir  personal  liability  on  account  of  this 
ion  of  the  Maryland  loan,  let.  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  transac- 
d  pee  upon  wliat  grounds  of  reason,  law,  or  justice,  the  company,  or  its 
"S, are  liable  to  the  charge.of  a. misapplication  of  funds, 
of  the  undersigned  \\is  yet  in  bi8.pofi8e8sion  the  first  draught  of  a  letter 
aildressedion  the.lSth  March^lt^,  to.thocbairmaDof'theComitiit.. 
iternal  Improvemeut  of  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  queries  propounded 
gentleman,  who  was  then  opposed  to  the  passage  of  that  loan  bill. 
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Statements  similar  to  those  made  in  that  letter  were  daily  made,  with  entii^ 

fmblicity,  and  in  so  many  ways  that  it  was  always  presumed,  and  is  still  he* 
ieved,  that  uo  member  of  the  Liegislature  of  that  day  could  have  been  uo- 
acquainted  with  them,  who  required  the  information.  In  that  letter  it  was 
distinctly  stated,  and  recipitnlnted,  that,  <*  on  the  1st  day  of  Jantiniy,  1833, 
the  debts  of  the  company  amounted  to  $503,987,  includinjQr  a  debt  due  by  the 
company  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  which  tht  iolb 
of  the  company  were  pledged.'' 

In  the  same  letter,  it  was  shown  that  the  stock  and  other  property  of  the 
company,  though  expected  to  te  eventually  equal  to  that  snm,  were  not  at 
present  available ;  and  it  was  manifest  that  the  value  of  a  great  part  of  it  was 
dependant  upon  the  completion  of  the  work. 

Witii  a  full  knowledge,  then,  of  the  liabilities  of  the  company,  and  of  ii> 
means,  the  Legislature  granted  a  loan  of  92,000,000,  and  in  the  first  seciioo 
of  the  law,  eleventh  line,  demanded,  as  a  prerequisite,  <*  a  pledge  oi  the  wbob 
of  the  net  revenues  of  the  company,"  &c. 

Now,  was  it  not  known,  was  it  not  in  the  contemphtion  of  the  Assembly,  wai 
it  not  inevitably  nece^ary,  that  the  lien  of  the  United  States  Elaiik  should  k 
paid  off  out  of  the  first  moneys  received  ?  Did  not  good  faith  to  the  Stateof 
Maryland  require  that  the  first  application  of  the  money  received  from  her 
should  be  to  disencumber  her  own  securities.  How  could  the  companr 
otherwise  have  complied  with  the  law? 

The  other  debts  were  chiefly  due  to  the  con  tractors  and  workmen,  them- 
selves largely  indebted  to  the  country  around  for  supplies  and  materiab; 
and  a  considerable  sum  was  due  for  land  condemned  for  the  bed  of  thecaoaL 

For  the  payment  of  these  debts  it  was  then  known,  as  well  as  it  is  nov 
known,  that  the  c^mpitny  had  no  present  tneans^  except  the  money  kioiiel 
by  Maryland.  Would  a  wise  Legislature  have  required  or  expected  Ik 
company  to  have  recommenced  its  work  by  throwing  bankruptcy  and  nrin 
upon  its  contractors  and  laborers,  and  all  with  whom  they  were  conneelad? 

But,  if  the  directors  themselves  had  been  capable  of  wishing  to  do ts^ 
would  the  law  of  the  land  have  allowed  it? 

A  considerable  si!m  was  due  to  the  proprietors  of  land  in  the  bed  of  the 
canal :  the  charter  gives  title  to  the  company,  on  payment  of  ikt  fnomejf.  If 
the  company  had  answered  the  demands  of  those  proprietors  by  saying,  **  We 
have  money,  it  is  true,  but  can  only  apply  it  in  the/tirlAer  proseeuiionctik 
work,  and  will  pay  no  debts ;"  does  not  every  lawj-er  know  that  the  court  rf 
chancery  would  immediately,  upon  every  applicatioUi  have  stopped  the  woik 
by  injunction  ? 

But,  besides,  every  individual  would  immediately  havedmjg^  theeo» 
pany  into  the  courts  of  justice,  covered  with  the  disgrace  of  withholding  tti 
wages  of  its  laborers,  while  furnished  with  funds  and  prosecuting  its  eotth 
prise.  Public  odium  would  have  rested  upon  us,  with  an  accumulatioB  rf 
costs  and  damages ;  and,  after  judgment,  it  our  deposites  in  the  banks, or  ii 
the  hands  of  our  imy-officers,  had  been  attached,  how  coald  the  compiij 
have  escaped  from  their  condemnation? 

Then  as  to  the  repairs  of  the  old  work,  and  the  constmetion  of  soehtf 
were  necessary  to  attract  the  Virginia  trade. 

The  learned  and  able  gentlemen  who  ham  present«d  this  report  ekaqp 
thoti  bp  the  second  aection  of  the  act  of  1834|  tho  ionn  is  directed  ^ieeg^ 
pended  in  the  construfUion  of  the  eaniUfrem  dam  N^^U  Cmnkerkai 
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Now  we  hftve  very  carerully  examined  the  second  sectioft,  nr\d  all  thei 
lions  of  that  law,  but  we  have  failed  to  discover  one  syllable  that  even  resem- 
bles any  part  of  (he  sentence  wc  have  quoted  from  the  report.  We  find  the 
second  section  to  be  a  direction  for  the  issue  of  stock,  as  the  same  shall  be 
required  for  fheptirjwscs  ofthr  company,  and  as  shall  be  necessary  to  confh 
plete  the  canal  to  Cumberland^  not  exceeding,  in  all,  §2,000,000. 

Now.  whether  the  completion  n{  uvjinished  work  below  dam  No.  5,  wheth- 
er the  repair  of  broaches  and  slips,  which  rendered  the  canal  unnavigable, 
were  not  as  much  within  the  sco|)o  and  spirit  of  that  law,  and  oi  the  charter, 
as  the  excavation  of  the  canal  in  parts  above,  which  would  have  been  use- 
less without  those  repairs,  we  arc  entirely  willing  to  submit  to  candid  minds 
in  and  out  of  the  Legislature. 

Reference  is  made  by  the  minority  to  a  part  of  Colonel  Abert's  testimony, 
which  states  that  '^no  member  of  the  board  thought  tluit  ii  [the  loan]  would 
pay  the  debt  and  iilso  complete  the  canal.''  But  his  testimony  which  fol- 
lows, explanatory  of  the  views  of  the  board,  is  omitted  in  the  report,  and  is 
in  these  words :  '*  But  they  [the  directors]  considered  the  debts  unimport- 
«ol,  as,  should  the  canal  be  finished,  they  could  easily,  in  that  event,  borrow 
money  to  pay  the  debts,  or  replace  what  the  debts  absorbed."  But  he  never 
intended  to  be  understood  as  holding  the  directors  to  be  personally  respon- 
sible. 

It  is  true,  as  stated  by  the  minority,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  inve8tifi:ation 
here,  but  $121,000  had  been  expended  on  the  new  works,  for  they  had  beea 
but  recently  commenced.  More  than  double  that  amount  lias  been  expend- 
ed on  that  line  to  rhe  present  time,  and  the  whole  line  to  Cacapon  is  in 
active  progress.  The  location  by  Air.  Fisk  (who  has  lieeu  termed,  in  a 
correspondence  appended  to  the  report,  a  young  engineer)  was  adopted  by 
the  board,  alter  a  most  careful  and  deliberate  examination,  and  when  fully 
satisfied  that  the  greater  security  of  the  work  and  ultimate  economy  in  the 
<x>nstructioti  would  result  from  it,  and  that  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Cruger  were 
by  far  too  low.  We  respectfully  refer  the  Legislature  to  the  able  testimony 
of  Mr.  Fisk  before  the  investigating  committee  on  this  subject,  and  can 
entertain  no  doubt  but  that  every  candid  mind  will  come  to  the  conclusions 
which  influenced  the  board.  This  engineer  (who,  ulthough  not  very  Mf 
has  been  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  service  of.  the  company,  and  standa 
aeeond  to  no  man.  either  in  professional  science  or  integrity  of  character) 
made  a  very  able  report  to  the  board  upon  this  location,  and  assigned  rea* 
aons  so  satisfactory  and  conclusive  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  a 
single  director  as  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  his  plans. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent,  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  failure  at  this  session  to  have  provision  made  for  the  completion 
of  the  canal  toOumberland,  the  board  will  (eel  under  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pniding  the  tunnel  at  the  Pawpaw  Bends,  and  the  deep  cut  at  Oldtown. 
Thesie  require  a  longer  time  to  construct  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
canal,  and  their  suspension  necessarily  must  delay  the  early  completion  of 
the  work.    In  the  meantime,  the  company  is  paying  a  heavy  interest  to  the 
■State,  when  short  of  the  point  of  revenue,  and  all  the  great  interests  con- 
nected with  us  are  prostrate.    Another  circumstance,  greatly  to  be  regretted, 
will  attend  such  a  result :  those  contractors  who  are  engaged  on  the  many 
works  abovcroentioned,  and  in  whose  skill  and  character  we  liave  the 
in 
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utmost  confidence,  will  be  lost  to  us,  as  they  would  make  engagements 
elsewhere. 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON,  President, 
M.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE,  Director, 
Com.  of  the  Board  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
AK19AP0L18,  May  27,  1836. 


O. 

Ninth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company  to  the  stockholders^  made  June  12,  1837. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  works  of  the  Ches* 
apeake  and  Ohio  canal  have  been  prosecuted  with  all  possible  vi^r,  bat 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty,  owiu^to  the  vast  competition  for 
labor,  by  the  numerous  works  of  internal  improvement  in  progress  through- 
out the  Union,  and  the  unprecedented  price  of  provisions  incident  on  the 
general  failure  of  agricultural  products. 

The  entire  length  of  the  line  from  the  basin  in  Georgetown  to  Cumber* 
land  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  miles ;  and  in  order  to  exhibit  to  the 
stockholders  a  view  of  present  nnd  pros{)ective  operations  on  the  canal,  the 
line  will  be  divided  into  three  sections : 

1st.  From  Georgetown  to  dam  No.  5,  seven  miles  above  Williainsport}  in 
distance  one  hundred  and  seven  miles,  and  now  navigable. 

2d.  From  dam  No.  5  to  dam  No.  6,  at  the  Great  Cacnpon,  twenty-seven 
miles,  being  the  line  now  under  contract  and  in  progress. 

3d.  From  dam  No.  6  to  (Cumberland,  fifty  miles,  including  the  tunnel, 
deep  cut  at  Oldtown,  and  other  works  under  contract. 

The  board  has  carefully  inspected  the  entire  line  of  canal  now  in  use, 
from  tide  water  at  Georgetown  to  dam  No.  5,  as  well  as  the  line  under  con- 
tract and  progressing  to  the  Great  Cacapon,  and  from  that  point  to  Cumber- 
land. Many  improvements  have  been  made  between  the  firstnamed  points, 
essential  to  their  security  and  permanency;  and  it  gives  the  board  gfitat 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  embankments  are' acquiring  strength  and  soliditf, 
which  secure  the  canal  from  the  hazard  of  fiuure  breaches,  and  the  come- 
quent  interruption  of  its  trade.  Until  within  the  last  week,  no  interniption 
to  navigation  has  occurred  from  breaches,  or  any  other  cause,  during  the 
present  year,  and  then  only  for  three  or  four  days.  The  inner  slope  of  tha 
low-path  has  been  covered  with  broken  stone  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
It  is  deemed  advisable  to  proceed  gradually  with  this  improvement  on  tha 
whole  line  where  it  may  be  necessary.  It  has  been  found  from  experknos 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  protection  better  than  walling,  and  at  a  diminisfaed 
cost.  This  work  is  performed  by  a  few  hands  in  the  service  of  the  ocMnpi- 
ny,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendents  on  each  divisioninndat  tiiDBi 
when  they  cannot  be  more  profitably  emplo3red.  The  basin  at  Georfolowa 
haa  been  so  mnch  filled  by  deposites  of  sand  and  mud  from  the  frmieti  d 
Rock  creek,  that  the  board  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  measures  for  Ihair 
removal,  and  for  that  purpose  procured  a  dredjpng  machine,  which  is  JB 
snccessf ul  operation,  and  has  already  made  considerable  progw  in  i 
ing  the  deposite.    Between  Mason's  foundry  and  the  Little  FUlS|  a  \ 
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ial  stop-gate  and  waste-wier  have  been  constnicted,  adding  greatly  to  the 
ecurity  of  that  level. 

To  guard  in  future  against  accidents  which  have  occurred  at  the  high 
vails  teiow  the  Great  falls,  the  board  has  directed  the  erection  of  a  strong 
K)8t  and  rail  fence  at  all  dangerous  points,  to  be  placed  on  the  side  of  the 
ow-path  next  the  river.  Part  of  this  work  has  been  finished,  and  the  re- 
aainder  is  in  progress. 

The  lift-locks  near  Edward's  Ferry  and  opposite  the  month  of  Gk>ose 
yreek,  in  Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  are  nearly  completed,  and  in  a  few 
treeks  will  be  in  operation.  They  have  been  constructed  under  a  provision 
•f  tlie  law  of  that  State  making  a  subscription  of  $250,000  to  the  stock  of 
his  company.  Throu^rh  the  medium  of  these  locks,  the  trade  of  the  rich 
ind  populous  county  ol  Loudonn,  bordering  on  the  Potomac  for  forty  miles, 
vill  be  accommodated  and  drawn  to  the  canal. 

Under  the  requirement  of  the  act  of  Maryland  of  June  4,  1836,  arrange- 
nents  were  at  an  early  day  entered  into  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
ood  Company,  for  the  passage  of  locomotive  engines  on  the  road  between 
he  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Ferry,  by  removing  the  restrictions  pre- 
iously  imposed  on  that  company.  The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the 
hief  engineers  of  the  two  companies,  appointed  by  them  respectively,  com- 
(lissioners,  who  agreed  on  terms,  which  were  accepted  and  ratified  by  their 
espective  boards. 

A  substantial  post  and  rail  fence  is  to  be  erected  on  the  river  side  of  the 
3wingpath,  at  every  point  where  the  railroad  and  canal  are  in  juxtaposi- 
ion ;  the  railroad  company  having  paid  the  canal  company  a  sum  of  money, 
eemed  to  be  adequate  for  the  erection  of  the  fence  and  its  necessary  re- 
lairs.  This  work  is  under  contract,  and  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  completed.  It 
3  believed  that  it  willafibrd  ample  security  to  the  navigation  of  the  canal; 
ocomotive  engines  have  been  in  daily  use  on  the  railroad  from  the  Point  of 
locks  to  Harper's  Ferry  for  several  weeks  past ;  and  we  are  happy  to  state 
hat  our  apprehensions  from  this  source  have  not  been  realized,  and  that  no 
.ccident  of  any  description  has  occurred,  or  any  serious  inconvenience  felt^ 
ly  the  navigators  of  the  canal. 

By  arrangement  with  the  railroad  company,  a  footway  has  been  con- 
tracted on  the  lower  side  of  the  viaduct,  recently  built  across  the  Potomac 
it  Harper's  Ferry,  by  means  of  which  the  boats  at  that  place  and  those 
irhich  may  descend  the  Shenandoah,  will  be  safely  towed  to  the  lifl-lock  on 
he  Maryland  shore,  and  received  into  the  canal. 

A  dam  below  the  mouth  of  the  Shenandoah  across  the  Potomac,  at  the 
ame  time  that  it  would  afford  a  powerful  feeder  to  tlie  canal  from  the  com- 
>ined  waters  from  the  two  rivers,  would  make  an  extensive  and  beautiful 
Musin  at  Harper's  Ferry,  highly  important  to  the  trade  of  that  flourishing 
lepor,  and  giving  ready  access  to  the  canal  at  all  seasons.  The  dam  abont 
;wo  miles  above  Harper's  Ferry  is  now  the  feeder,  both  for  the  canal  and 
the  pnblic  works  of  the  United  States  at  that  place.  It  is  apprehended  that, 
when  the  trade  on  the  canal  becomes  active,  the  supply  of  water  from  thn 
feeder  will  not  be  adequate  in  dry  seasons  for  both  works ;  and  it  is  hoped, 
that  the  Government,  aware  of  the  necessity  of  having  the  undivided  use^ 
ud  control  of  the  upper  dam  as  a  feeder,  will  erect  one  for  the  purpose  ef" 
the  company,  at  the  point  designated,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Shenandoah* 
lodepenclent  of  the  consideration  above  stated,  the  Government  would  be 
^amdy  remunerated  for  the  cost  of  the  dam,  by  the  facilities  which  the  F 
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weald  afford  to  her  extensive  works,  and  the  enhauced  value  of  all  its  prop- 
erty at  Harper's  Ferry. 

Siuce  the  last  annual  report,  the  board  has  put  under  contract  the  towing- 
path  on  the  pool  of  dam  No.  4,  between  Sliej'heriUtowu  and  VVilliamsport. 
That  portion  of  it  between  the  dam  and  Galloway's  mill,  aUnit  two  miles, 
is  nearly  completed,  and  now  in  use ;  the  remainder  will  be  iinished  in  the 
course  of  ihe  summer.  The  extent  of  this  pool  is  three  and  one-fourth 
miles,  and  its  navigation  has  been  attended  with  so  much  delay  and  dauger 
that  the  construction  of  the  towing-path  became  indispensable  for  the  secu- 
rity of  boats  navigating  it.  For  a  considerable  distance^  high  and  precipi- 
tous cliffs  of  rock,  with  very  deep  water  at  their  bast\  present  difficulties  in 
the  construction  of  a  continuous  canal,  which  had  been  ;rreatly  enhanced 
since  the  erection  of  a  dam.  and  at  no  time  could  it  have  Ijeen  made  but  at 
enormous  cost,  while  that  of  the  towing  path  is  com(Kiratively  small. 

The  high  freshets  of  this  spring  have  passed  by  without  injury  to  tlie 
canal,  and  we  have  eveiy  reason  to  believe  that  the  great  strength  of  tlw 
dams,  superior  masonry  of  the  aqueducts,  locks,  culverts,  and  wastes,  with 
the  increasing  solidity  ol  the  embankments,  afford  an  ample  guarantee  agaiust 
future  damage.  The  re([uisite  lock- houses  on  the  line  l)elow  damNo.  .^ 
have  been  built,  with  the  exception  ot  three  or  four  which  are  in  progre.^^. 
or  about  to  be  contracted  /or. 

Having  noticed  ail  the  sul  jccts  of  interest  connected  with  the  navigaUe 
canal  since  the  annual  ref^ort,  we  will  now  proceed  to  the  line  under  cou- 
tract  and  construction,  Unwcn  dam  No.  5  and  Cacapon.  The  masonry  of 
lock  No.  45,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  dain,  is  tinishtHi  ;  and,  for  this  sliort 
distance,  it  is  proposed  to  make  a  tow-path  along  the  pool,  which  will  beat- 
tended  with  mucli  less  expense  than  a  canal,  to  bo.  constructed  in  water  more 
than  twenty  feet  in  depth,  and  passing  around  projectini:  clitTs  of  rock.  Tin- 
two  sections  immediately  al)Ove  the  lock,  and  reaching  to  Charles-^  null, 
will  be  Iinished  in  a  few  days.  For  alH>ut  one  and  a  half  mile.^  above  thi> 
point  wo  encounter  the  most  difficult  work  billow  th<»  Cacapon.  Charles's 
chffs,  for  the  distance  of  al>out  four  hundred  yards,  rise  to  the  yn  rpendicular 
height  of  nearly  one  hundred  feet ;  the  depth  of  the  pool,  at  their  base,  beiDL' 
iwenlyfwo  feet.  Ttiis  has  to  be  tilled  up  with  earth,  transported  in  boots, 
to  the  bottom  ot  the  canal ;  the  rock  blasted  from  the  clitf^i  forming  thoootei 
or  river  protection.  About  two  thirds  of  this  filling  has  ^tcvu  accomplish^, 
the  contractors  have  given  every  assurance  that  their  force  shall  he  in- 
creased, so  as  to  ensure  the  completion  of  the  work  within  the  specified  lime. 
In  immediate  connexion  with  this  section  commences  the  locks,  four  in 
number,  and  the  deep  cut  through  Prathers  Neck.  The  lockHare  in  prq|;- 
ress,  and  we  have  no  doubt  will  l)e  finished  in  time.  The  deep  cut,tiro 
thousand  feet  in  length,  was  divided  between  different  contractors,  tnd 
has  been  prosecuted  with  vigor:  the  upper  half  is  finished,  and  tlie  lover 
section  nearly  so.  The  deepest  cutting  is  about  forty  feet.  The  location 
for  several  miles  of  this  line  is  on  favorable  ground  and  throu^i  allDvial 
bottiHns,  occasionally  interrupted  by  heavy  and  costly  sections ;  these  occur 
wherever  the  canal  is  forced  into  the  river  hy  the  precipitous  nature  of  ibe 
j^und— strong  protection- walls  then  become  necessary,  and  heaTTiock 
excavation.  Of  these  sections  the  most  costly  are  at  Millstone  iMtUt 
Hancock,  and  the  Round  Hill.  The  masonry  on  this  line  has  been  exeeotod 
hi  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  of  excellent  materials,  chidly  of  lineilooe. 
Ai  one  time  fears  were  entertftiaed  that  suitable  etone  qoqU  aoC  bQ  <' 
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ml  we  have  l^en  a«free?.bly  disappointed,  good  quarries  having  been  found 
it  severjil  points,  althouf^h,  in  some  instiinces,  tlie  stone  is  hauled  a  con- 
jiderably  distance.  Between  dam  No.  5  and  Gacapon,  besides  numerous 
culverts  of  trom  four  to  twelve  feet  spnn,  and  ont?  over  fiittle  Tonoloway 
>f  forty  I'eet  span,  there  are  ten  locks  of  eight  feet  Hft  each,  inchiding  the 
juard-loric  at  dam  No.  0,  and  two  ajuediicts  crossmg  Lickino:  creek  and 
Ijrreat  Tonoloway.  The  first  is  an  arch  of  ninety  icvx  span,  the  second  of 
jixty-tive  ft'ot  hetweon  the  abutments — the  arches  of  both  being  turned. 
The  materials  on  all  aro  of  th»i  most  approvcti  kind,  and  the  workmanship 
cannot  be  surpassed. 

On  all  these  consirnctions  strenLrtli  and  durability  have  been  the  destd- 
eiatum  with  the  Hoard,  and  all  unnecessary  ornament,  which  would  en- 
hance their  cost,  has  been  dispensed  with. 

The  proorress  made  on  dam  No.  6,  located  a  short  distance  above  Oaca- 
pon  river,  has  thus  far  realized  the  expectations  of  the  Board  ;  and,  from 
the  well-known  character  of  the  contractors  for  enterprise  and  punctuahty, 
we  entertain  no  appiehension  as  to  the  completion  of  this  work  in  time  to 
admit  the  water  simultaneously  on  the  whole  line.  The  abutments  of  the 
dam  on  Ix^tli  shores  have  been  raised  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  lect, 
and  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  nearly  completed  by  this  time,  but 
for  the  repeated  interruptions  from  hicrh  freshets.  All  the  materials  for  the 
dam  are  in  readiness,  and  it  can  bn  erected  so  soon  as  the  river  shall  fall  to 
its  usual  low  water  mark.  A  guard-lock  at  the  dam  serves  the  purposes 
of  a  feeder  to  the  canal,  and  for  the  admission  of  boats  navigating  the  pool, 
ns  well  as  for  the  reception  of  the  trade  from  the  Cacapon,  which,  by  a  dam 
across  that  stream  at  its  mouth,  and  a  canal  of  less  than  one  mile  in  length, 
may  be  connected  with  the  main  stem  by  means  of  the  pool  and  guard  lock. 
By  former  surveys,  it  was  proposed  to  locate  the  datn  a  short  distance  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  Oacapon  ;  but  on  a  more  thorough  examination  by 
our  engineer,  he  reported  decidedly  against  the  location  at  that  point, 
mainly  on  iho  ground  that  the  bed  of  the  river  did  not  present  a  suitable 
foundation  for  such  a  structtu'C;  and  that  the  liazard  of  its  being  swept 
away  would  be  greatly  augmented  by  its  increased  heiirht  at  that  point. 
Other  and  substantial  reasons  were  adduced,  which  decided  the  Board  in 
the  adoption  of  the  present  location.    • 

The  damages  which  the  company  has  been  forced  to  pay  by  the  award 
of  juries,  for  the  right  of  way.  tf»  land  proprietors,  have  been  generally 
heavy,  and  in  many  cases  excessive.  The  cotisideration  of  benefits,  from 
the  increased  (i\cilities  for  the  transportation  of  the  products  of  the  country 
bordering  on  the  canal,  and  the  enhanced  value  of  the  property,  appear 
seldom,  if  ever,  to  have  entered  into  their  calculations ;  on  the  contrary, 
their  sympathies  seem  to  have  been  enlisted  for  the  proprietors,  and,  in 
some  instances,  the  award  for  damages  has  amounted  to  more  than  the 
whole  farm  would  have  sold  for  before  the  canal  was  projected.  To  avoid 
these  inquisitions,  the  board,  through  the  commissioner  of  the  compatty, 
has  made  arrangements  by  compromise,  whenever  they  could  be  effectea| 
with  the  land  proprietors,  and  in  every  case  have  promptly  paid  the  sums 
agreed  on.  The  same  remarks,  with  regard  to  the  damages,  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  line  between  Cacapon  and  Cumberland. 

In  the  location  and  construction  oi  the  line  of  canal  above  dam  No.  6,  as 
well  as  that  designed  from  Cacapon  to  Cumberland,  the  board  has  acted 
on  the  principle  that  temporary  works  and  expedients,  to  hasten  the  op***-^ 
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ine  of  the  navigation  to  the  coal  region,  cannot  accomplish  the  object  for 
which  this  magnificent  improvement  was  designed,  and  woald   prove  a 
failure  alike  discreditable  to  its  projectors  and  managers,  as  well  as  to  the 
-community  concerned ;  neither  would  the  interests  of  the  stockholders 
have  been  consulted  by  a  plon  of  operation  looking  only  to  saving  in  cost 
and  time.    False  and  imperfect  construction  and  location  would  necessari- 
ly induce  frequent  and  costly  repairs,  amounting  eventually  to  more  than 
the  first  cost  of  a  perfect  work  ;  and  as  to  time,  much  more  would  be  lost 
(ban  gained,  from  the  repeated  and  vexatious  interruptions  to  trade,  of 
breaches  in  the  embankments,  and  failures  in  the  masonry.     While,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  board  has  been  actuated  by  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to 
the  proper  and  judicious  application  of  the  funds  of  the  company,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  have  endeavored  to  avoid  false  notions  of  economy  in  the 
construction  of  a  work  which  is  not  designed  to  subserve  the  purposes  of 
the  present  day  or  century,  but  is  to  endure  for  all  time. 

The  board  and  engineers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  many  useful 
lessons  of  experieiice  taught  them  in  the  early  construction  of  the  canal: 
and,  in  their  subsequent  operations,  iiave  endeavored  to  avoid  the  error? 
incident  to  a  new  work,  in  a  section  of  country  where,  at  that  tiHie,bQi 
little  practical  knowledge  had  been  acquired  in  such  improvements.  | 

The  chief  interruptions  to  the  navigation  have  occurred  from  the  mode 
of  making  the  embankments,  and  the  location  of  the  canal  too  near  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  through  alluvial  bottoms,  which  could,  in  most  instances, 
have  been  easily  avoided.  Tlie  motive  of  engineers,  in  those  locations,  ww 
to  lessen  the  amount  of  damages  in  the  acquisition  of  land.  In  many  in- 
stances, the  increased  expense  in  stopping  leaks,  repairing  breaches,  and 
making  protection-walls  and  ripraps  along  the  river  shore,  to  prevent  the 
slides  common  on  alluvial  banks,  has  amounted  to  double  the  sum  saved  in 
condemnation  of  the  land. 

In  the  more  recent  locations,  and  wherever  practicable,  these  faults  hare 
been  carefully  guarded  against.  Instead  of  the  embankments  showin: 
slopes  at  an  angle  of  one  and  a  half  to  one,  they  are  made  at  an  angle  at 
two  to  one,  thus  giving  greater  breadth  and  strength  at  the  foundation, more 
security  to  the  walls,  and  being  less  liable  to  abrasion.  A  puddle-ditch  i.< 
also  carried  through  the  centre  of  the  embankment  longitudinally,  and  ^ 
sank  some  depth  below  the  natural  surface ;  on  this  the  embankment  i.< 
deposited,  in  layers  of  six  inches  at  a  time,  over  which,  for  the  whole  extent 
of  the  section,  the  carts  arc  driven.  In  consequence  of  this  plan,  an  erahaDk- 
ment,  when  raised  to  its  proper  height,  will  be  as  firm  as  on  the  old  plaott 
would  be,  after  having  settled  for  years.  The  construction  of  embankmeots 
4)0  the  old  line,  as  contrasted  with  the  new,  will,  we  believe,  fully  verify  tk 
adage,  that  "  the  cheapest  work  is  not  always,  in  the  end,  the  best  or  mos* 
economical." 

To  avoid  the  inconvenience  which  has  been  experienced  by  the  erccti« 
of  dams  Nos.  4  and  5,  and  the  consequent  backing  the  water  for  miles,  ti^ 
by  rendering  the  construction  of  any  works  above  them,  and  witbio  tbf 
influence  of  the  pools,  both  costly  and  difficult,  the  board  has  placed  under 
contract  the  section  above  the  dam  No.  6  at  Cacapon,  also  Che  aqueduct  orrr 
Sideling  Hill  creek,  and  such  culverts  as  open  into  the  pool.  The  tOBMoarj 
•*of  these  works  will  be  raised  above  high- water  mark  before  ths  data  ^ 
elected. 
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Between  Sideling  Hill  creek  and  the  tunnel  there  will  be  much  beavjr 
nnd  costly  work,  at  points  where  the  river  breaks  through  the  mountaius; 
and,  again,  we  are  agreeably  relieved  by  alluvial  bottoms  of  easy  excavation, 
some  of  considerable  length  :  of  this  description  is  the  Seven  Mile  bottom, 
being  the  most  extensive  on  that  line. 

The  policy  of  the  board,  in  placing  the  tunnel  and  the  deep  cut  at  Old- 
town  under  contract  one  year  since,  is  now  apparent  to  every  one  acquainted 
with  the  localities  and  difficulties,  and  the  time  required  to  surmount  them. 
It  is  now  confidently  believed  that  the  progress  made  on  these  difficult  sec- 
tions will  ensure  their  completion  in  time  for  their  connexion  with  the  more 
extended  works  between  Cacapon  and  Cumberland.  The  board  has  very 
recently  visited  the  entire  line  from  tidewater  to  Cumberland,  and  take 
pleasure  in  stating  that  the  works  have  progressed  with  as  mucli  expeditioa 
as,  under  existing  circumstances,  could  reasonably  have  been  expected* 
The  deep  cut  at  Oldtown  is  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness,  fully  meetings 
the  expectations  of  the  board,  and  justifying  the  belief  above  expressed  of  its 
early  completion.  The  preparatory  works  at  the  tunnel,  being  deep  cuts  at 
the  uppf  r  and  lower  points,  have  also  been  prosecuted  with  great  spirit  by 
the  enterprising  contractor  who  has  undertaken  the  work.  At  the  upper 
end,  the  deep  cut  is  finished  to  the  entrance  of  the  tunnel,  on  which  opera- 
tions will  immediately  commence,  and  be  conducted,  without  cessation,  both 
by  day  and  night,  the  working  parties  being  relieved  every  eight  hours. 
The  contractor,  through  an  agent  sent  for  fhe  purpose  to  England,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  a  number  of  practical  miners,  and  is  in  daily  expecta- 
tion of  their  arrival. 

He  has  also  commenced  making  bricks  for  the  arch  of  the  tunnel,  of  ex- 
cellent materials,  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  employs  an  approved 
patent  machine  for  the  purpose  of  tempering  and  moulding  them.  Should 
the  board,  at  any  time,  have  reason  to  doubt  the  ability  of  the  contractor  to 
accomplish  the  undertaking,  in  order  that  the  whole  line  may  be  simulta- 
neously opened  from  Cumberland  to  Cacapon,  it  will  be  entirely  practicable 
to  hasten  the  operation  by  a  division  of  the  labor — not  confined  to  the  two 
extremes  only,  but  also  to  operate  near  the  centre,  by  the  means  of  two 
shafts  at  favorable  points  of  depression  in  the  mountain — the  one  ninety, 
the  other -one  hundred  and  fifty,  feet  in  depth  ;  thus  employing  six  parties 
instead  of  two.  The  length  of  the  tunnel  will  be  one  thousand  yards,  its 
breadth  twenty-four  feet,  and  its  height,  from  bottom  of  canal  to  the  crowa 
of  the  arch,  twenty-four  feet.  The  greatest  elevation  of  the  mountain  over  • 
the  tunnel  is  nearly  four  hundred  feet.  The  entire  distance  occupied  by  the 
deep  cuts  and  tunnel  across  the  neck  of  land  is  one  mile,  and  the  saving  of 
distance  by  this  improvement,  instead  of  following  the  course  of  the  river, 
is  five  miles,  avoiding  precipitous  cliffs  of  rock,  jutting  into  deep  wuter^ 
where  the  canal  must  necessarily  have  been  made  at  great  cost  and  hazard. 

The  material  through  which  the  excavation  is  to  be  made  consists  of  blue 
slate,  in  elliptical  strata,  with  very  slight,  if  any,  admixture  of  earth  or  other 
substance.  The  same  formation  is  presented  at  both  ends  of  the  tunnel  line, 
clearly  indicating  that  no  other  description  of  rock  will  be  encountered. 
This  we  deem  a  most  favorable  omen,  as,  from  actual  experiment,  it  is 
.  ascertained  that  a  single  hand  can  bore  from  seven  to  eight  feet  per  day, 
and  the  blasts  loosen  and  throw  off  large  masses,  which  are  easily  brokea 
by  the  sledge,  and,  indeed,  large  quantities  are  removed  by  the  commoa 
;pick.    The  material  excavated  will  be  readily  removed  by  meatis  of  a  tern- 
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porary  railroad.  It  is  believed  that  no  danger  from  caving  in  will  altend 
the  operations  on  this  work,  as  the  stone  lies  in  strata  rcpivsenling  the  seg- 
ment of  a  circle,  and  forming,  in  some  degree,  a  natural  arch. 

It  is  proposed,  m-ar  the  lower  end  of  ihe  tnnnel,  to  erect  a  dam,  as  a 
feeder  from  that  point  to  Cacapon,  which  will  produce  a  slack  water  navi« 
gation  extending  above  the  upper  line  of  the  tunnel.  Wc  calculate  on  many 
advantages  from  the  erection  of  the  dam  at  tiiat  place.  It  will  sui^ersede 
the  necessity  of  any  other  feeder  between  that  point  and  Cumberland,  and 
the  canal  above  is  located  at  an  elevation  which  will  conveniently  accom- 
inodate  the  sou'h  branch  trade,  by  means  of  a  canal  on  that  stream  ofooly 
a  mile  in  extent,  and  an  aqueduct  over  th.e  Potomac  connecting  with  the 
main  stem.  We  cannot,  for  a  moment,  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  will  furnish  the  means  to  secure  this  connexion,  so 
important  to  that  fertile  valley.  Should  any  unforeseen  dilficnltics  defeat 
our  expectations  of  the  timely  completion  of  the  tuimel,  the  navigatioa  to 
Cumberland  will  be  uninterrupted,  as,  by  temporary  locks  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  pool,  boats  may  pass  to  and  from  the  canal.  In  addition  to  the  above 
considerations  in  favor  of  the  proposed  location  of  the  dam,ai]otbcr  maybe 
urged  entitled  to  much  weight.  On  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cum- 
berland, a  constant  and  active  descending  trade,  from  the  coal  region  of 
Allegany  and  the  agricultural  districts  of  the  west,  may  be  confidenlljr 
Telicd  on  ;  and  it  may  become  the  policy  of  the  company  to  use  the  tunnel 
exclusively  for  the  descending  boats,  free  from  any  obstruction  or  delay. 
The  pool,  with  the  addition  of  a  towing  path,  may  then  be  safely  navigated 
by  ascending  boats,  which  are  rarely  so  heavily  laden  as  those  descendinjs:; 
and  thus,  at  a  moderate  cost,  every  facility  will  be  afforded  which  the  in- 
creased trade  on  the  canal  may  require. 

At  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the  tunnel  the  cannl  will  again  leave  the 
xiver,  at  Mitchell's  neck,  where,  by  a  cut  of  less  than  half  a  mile,  and  at  uo 
point  exceeding  in  depth  forty  feet,  a  distance  of  one  mile  is  saved. 

The  remarks  made  as  to  the  difficult  and  li«rht  sections  below  the  lannel 
are  applicable  to  the  line  between  that  point  arid  Cumberland,  excepting  the 
Seven  Mile  bottom,  there  being  none  of  t!ie  same  extent  above.  On  this 
line  we  have  to  erect  four  aqueducts,  of  from  fifiy  to  seventy  feet  span,over 
Sideling  Hill  creek,  Fifteen  Mile  creek.  Town  creek,  and  Evitt's  creek. 

A  change  has  recently  been  determined  upon  for  the  site  of  the  feeder 
dam  at  Cumberland.  It  was  at  first  contemploted  to  place  this  dam  one 
mile  below  the  town  ;  the  site  recently  adopted  is  immediately  at  Cumber- 
land, a  few  hundred  feet  hclow  the  mouth  of  Will's  creek.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, we  are  enabled  to  make  a  guard  bank  that  will  protect  the  basin  in 
Cumberland,  and  the  town  itself,  against  injury  from  high  water  of  the 
river,  to  which  they  would  have  been  more  or  less  subject  with  the  former 
location  of  the  dam.  The  basin  will  now  be  under  tlio  same  control  as  the 
water  of  the  canal,  and  will  be  kept  at  a  uniform  height.  Warehouses  and 
buildings  may  consequently  be  put  upon  it,  without  any  precaution  being 
taken  to  place  them  above  the  reach  of  high  water.  Besides,  tlie  basin  cin 
easily  be  drawn  down,  at  any  time,  for  the  purpose  of  improvements.  Int 
few  words,  the  present  plan  conducts  the  independent  canal  directly  into 
the  town,  whereas,  the  former  plan  terminated  it  a  mile  below. 

A  communication  from  the  president  of  the  company  was  made  to  thfi 
Governor  of  Maryland  in  February  last,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  legisla- 
tnre,  and,  having  been  published  only  for  the  use  of  the  members^  has  piob- 
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ilj  ^oi  been  seen  by  the  stockholders.  The  necessity  of  making  advitn- 
»  on  the  contract  prices,  to  avert  the  ruin  of  the  contractors,  and  the  total 
ispension  of  the  work,  is  fully  set  forth,  together  with  other  views,  in  the 
Hewing  extract  from  that  communication;  which,  for  the  information  of 
le  stockholders,  we  here  insert : 

**  The  works  between  dam  No.  5,  eight  miles  ahove  Williamsport,  and 
acapon  river,  nine  miles  above  Hancock,  embracing  a  distance  of  twenty- 
veu  and  a  half  miles,  are  all  under  contract  (with  the  exception  of  some 
ctions  already  completed),  and  progressing  as  rapidly  as  is  practicable  un- 
!r  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  which,  owing  to  the  great 
se  that  has  happened  in  the  price  of  labor  and  provisions,  and  the  great 
limber  of  extensive  public  works  that  have  been  put  under  construction 
iroughout  the  country,  have  made  it  very  difficult  for  contractors  any- 
rhero  to  command  the'desired  number  of  laborers  at  a  price  that  could  be 
LStifiably  given.  The  contractors  on  this  work  are  men  of  high  character, 
luch  experience,  and  great  energy — of  reputation  equal  to  any  in  the 
Hintry;  and,  as  they  have  offered  the  highest  prices  given  for  labor  on 
iblic  works,  and  taken  appropriate  means  to  attract  it,  we  have  reason  to 
ilieve  they  liave  accomplished  all  that  could  possibly  be  done  by  them- 
lives  or  others.  The  difficulties  which  have  l)esct  their  operations  were- 
ot  foreseen,  and  could  not  be  provided  against.  When  they  entered  inta 
leir  contracts,  the  prices  of  provisions  and  labor  were,  collectively,  about 
fty  per  cent,  less  than  they  are  now.  To  prevent  the  abandonment  of 
le  work  in  progress,  the  dispersion  of  the  laborers  employed  thereon,  and 
16  necessity,  after  much  delay,  to  relet  the  contracts  to  others  at  greatly 
ugmented  prices,  we  have  deemed  it  wise,  and  found  it  necessary,  to  make 
ome  advances  on  their  contract  prices,  as  the  only  means  to  avert  such 
vils,  and  the  absolute  and  unavoidable  ruin  of  our  contractors. 

*•  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  completing  the  canal  to  Cumberland 
I  the  earliest  day  possible,  we  would  long  since  have  put  the  whole  line 
inder  contract,  if  the  means  formerly  at  our  command  had  been  sufficient 
3  justify  that  course ;  but  we  had,  as  heretofore  fully  explained  to  the  legis- 
itnre,  to  limit  our  letlings  to  the  sum  of  the  resources  placed  at  our  dispo- 
al,  and  consequently,  for  the  lime  being,  to  conflnc  our  operations  to  the 
^tension  of  the  canal  to  Cacapon,  and  above  that  river  to  two  difficult 
•asses— a  tunnel  at  the  Paw  Paw  bend,  and  a  deep  cut  at  Oldtown. 
These  two  works  are  situated  on  the  line  between  the  Cacapon  river  and 
^mberland ;  and  requiring  a  longer  time  for  their  completion  than  any 
iher  portion  of  the  same  Tine,  we  seized  the  earliest  moment  of  putting 
"lem  under  contract  to  men  of  acknowledged  experience,  energy,  and 
haracter.  By  the  adoption  of  this  course,  we  are  satisfied  that  these  works 
nil  be  finished  as  soon  as  the  other  portions  of  the  line  from  Cacapon  to- 
^mberland. 

••But  the  State  of  Maryland  having,  by  the  aid  more  recently  extended 
>  this  company,  placed  means  at  its  command  that  will  justify  the  presi- 
cot  and  directors  in  making  contracts  to  perfect  the  navigation  to  Cujn- 
«rland  as  soon  as  may  be  possible,  every  effort  shall  be  made  to  fulfil  the 
ublic  expectation,  and  gratify  our  own  and  the  general  desire,  to  even  the 
Utt  interest,  dependant  on  the  early  and  happy  completion  of  jihis  great 
'ork. 

"The  unprecedented  faihire  of  the  agricultural  products  of  live  Vm^ 
^rs,  1836  and  1836,  especially  so  the  last,  has  had  a  coit^^i^\tv%  vqAnw- 
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^nce  on  the  revenue  of  the  canal  derived  from  tolls.  Until  the  fi 
pletion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  when  the  vast  and  inexhau 
sources  of  that  mineral  region  are  brought  into  action,  its  chief  rel 
revenue  is  to  be  derived  from  the  products  of  the  rich  agricultural 
bordering  on  the  Potomac  and  its  tributaries.  The  almost  total  i 
the  grain  crops  will  therefore  rationally  account  for  the  revenue  be 
of  our  expectations." 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  the  aid  afforded  the  contractors  cnal 
to  continue  their  operations  on  the  wliole  line,  though,  from  the 
inand  for  labor,  but  little  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  th( 
xintil  the  recent  pecuniary  embarreissments  of  the  country  had 
many  laborers  out  of  employment  on  other  public  works,  who 
-seeking  it  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  From  the  energy  i 
on  the  whole  line,  we  have  reason  to  look  with  the  utmost  confi 
the  opening  of  the  canal  from  Cacapon  to  dam  No.  5  in  time  for  1 
•of  the  next  spring. 

The  opening  of  the  new  line  of  canal  from  Cacapon  will  be  n  h 
teresting  event  in  the  history  of  this  work.  At  Hancock,  and  fors 
tance  below,  the  canal  runs  parallel  to,  and  within  a  few  hundrw 
the  western  turnpike  to  Wheeling  and  Pittsburo^.  At  this  point, th 
transportation  will  cease,  and  that  by  the  canal  be  substituted ;  for 
reason  that,  by  the  latter,  there  will  be  a  saving  of  one-half,  if  not  tw 
between  Hancock  and  the  District  cities  and  Baltimore.  Lookii 
extent  of  this  trade,  we  may  confidently  calculate  on  a  large  ace 
the  revenue  of  the  company  from  tolls,  when  the  navigation  isc 
-Cacapon,  nine  miles  above  Hancock.  But  the  ffreat  sources  of  we 
revenue  have  yet  to  be  developed,  on  the  completion  of  the  canal 
berland  ;  which,  under  present  prospects,  will  be  effected  within  ihi 
and  as  much  sooner  as  may  be  practicable ;  during  this  spec, 
vidual  stockholders  and  Governments  concerned  must  bear  withi 
the  assurance  that  all  which  human  agency  can  effect,  by  zeal,  ei 
4ind  faithful  application  of  means,  will  be  exerted,  and  that,  on  the 
mation  of  this  work  to  Cumberland,  the  most  sanguine  calculati( 
friends  will  be  more  than  realized. 

A  recent  report  made  by  George  W.  Hughes,  Esq.,  United  Sfc 
engineer,  to  the  President  of  the  Slaryland  Mining  Company,  aft 
ful  examination  of  the  coal  region  in  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland, 
facts  and  deductions,  in  relation  to  the  probable  coal  trade  on  t 
which  we  are  satisfied  will  be  received  with  interest  by  the  stockho 
the  community.  Recommending  to  the  stockholders  the  perusal  ( 
tire  report,  we  shall  be  content  with  presenting  a  few  extracts.    H 

<<  Until  the  State  of  Maryland,  impelled  by  a  just  pride,  liberal  pc 
generous  emulation  of  her  powerful  and  enterprising  neighbor^ 
efficient  aid  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  thus  secured 
pletion  to  Cumberland,  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  neighboring  rq 
comparatively  unknown,  and  scarcely  attracted  the  attention  era 
of  science;  but  now,  since  its  extent,  quality,  and  accessibility. hi 
ascertained,  and  its  superiority  demonstrated,  its  market  can  be  un 
by  the  capacity  of  the  canal  to  accommodate  the  trade ;  and  tiia  p 
and  eloquent  advocates  of  that  bold  project  for  unitinff  the  WctM 
with  the  Atlantic,  through  the  mountains  of  the  AIieginTt  apF 
'anticipate  a  ncVi  und^^mlT-earned  harvest  of  lame  to  themnlM^M 
istantial  benefil  u>  \\\«vt  covixiXi^ . 
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IDS  as  if  nature,  in  a  freak  of  prodigality,  had  bestowed,  with  a 
id,  her  choicest  blessings  on  the  county  of  Allegany.  She  has 
a  mngnificent  river  for  a  boundary ;  a  climate  mild,  equable,  and 
I  soil  rich  in  fruits  and  agricultural  productions ;  luxuriant  ranges 
erds  of  catde ;  water,  wholesome  and  abundant ;  and  mineral 
dmost  immeasurable  in  extent,  and  incalculable  in  value.  The 
vn  is  Cumberland,  which  has  grown  up  on  the  site  of  old  Fort 
id,  at  the  confluence  of  Will's  creek  and  the  Potomac  river.  At 
,  the  canal  will  terminate  for  the  present,  and  Cumberland  will 
e  depot  for  the  Western  trade ;  through  this  place,  also,  must  ne- 
»ass  all  the  mineral  productions  which  may  be  drawn  from  the 
nountains.  Its  local  advantages,  therefore,  unless  its  prosperity 
checked  by  some  groat  evil,  will  make  her,  at  no  distant  day,  an 
inland  town.  The  present  is,  however,  the  crisis  of  its  fate:  and 
)lic  spirit  and  enterprise  of  its  citizens  her  destiny  mainly  depends, 
iperiority  of  the  Allegany  coal,  as  it  regards  richness,  purity  from 
ous  substances,  and  capacity  for  generating  steam,  over  all  other 
s  coal,  foreign  or  domestic,  has  been  established  beyond  question 
leriencc  of  practical  ironmasters,  and  confirmed  by  the  analyses 
of  the  most  distinguished  chemists  in  Washington,  Biiltimore, 
:,  and  Boston.     In  support  of  tliis  assertion,  I  submit  the  follow- 

wer  to  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  John  McP. 
prietorof  the  Antietamiron  works,  says:  ^one  bushel  of  Cumber* 
7any)  coal  is  worth  two  of  Richmond,  or  any  other  we  have  used.' 
*s  Ferry,  it  is  considered,  in  its  natural  state,  equal  to  charcoal  for 
acture  of  the  finest  cutlery. 

"  Analysis  of  Froslhurff  coaL 


Carbon.         Bimmen.    AlunuDC  and  Iron.      Waier. 
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70            20.50               6                3.60  w. 
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86,  hydrogen  2,  alumine  8.8S,  silex  0.10, 

oxyde  of  iron  0.2,  water  2.0. 

.ckson,  of  Boston,  states  that  the  capacity  of  the  Allegany  coal  to 
jteam  is  thirtytwo  per  cent,  greater  than  that  of  Liverpool  coal. 
*ison  with  the  al)ove,  I  extract  the  following  analyses  of  several 
British  bituminous  coals,  from  Thompson's  Chemistry,  vol.  2.  p. 
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^lerimen  from  Meshech  Frost's  mine. 

le  Eekliart  mioe.    The  hydrogen  and  part  of  the  cartNXi  form  twelre  parts  oC 
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'^  The  Allegany  coal  yields  nearly  as  much  combustible  matter  as  antbn- 
cite,  is  almost  as  heavy,  and  contains  only  sufficient  bitumen  to  isrnite  easily 
and  burn  freely,  with  a  bright  flame,  destitute  of  any  unpleasant  or  delete- 
.  rious  odor.  By  a  |)ro|>er  mixture  of  the  small  with  the  lar/jc  coal,  the  ico. 
peratnre  of  a  room  may  be  nicely  adjusted,  and  the  fire  will  be  free  froa 
that  intensity  of  hi*at  generated  by  the  combustion  of  anthracite,  whicbii 
not  only  exceedingly  unpleasant,  but  genv-rally  injurious.  It  is  confidendj 
believed  that,  when  this  coal  finds  its  way  to  market,  and  Ctin  be  supplied^ 
a  rea^^onable  price,  it  will  supersede  all  other  articles  for  fuel,  for  gas-worfa^ 
and  other  manulacturuig  purix)ses.  The  present  high  price  of  wood  and  Lf- 
erpool  coal  in  Now  York  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  openin^ir  aonrta 
avenue  by  which  this  coal  <;an  be  brought  to  market.  The  supply  of  pin 
wood  for  steamboats  is  rapidly  diminishing  on  the  AUantic  board,  anditii 
probable  that  choice,  if  not  necessity,  will  soon  cause  coal  to  be  siihstitofed 
in  its  stead.  It  is  generally  estimated  that  one  ton  of  the  best  bituminooi 
coal  is  equal  to  four  cords  of  pine  wood  in  generating  steam.  By  the  use 
of  coal,  instead  of  wood,  less  room  is  required  ;  the  fire  is  more  easily  rejn- 
lated,  and  it  is  sugge&ted  that  explosions  will  be  less  frecpient  than  at  preML 

**Thc  time  cannot  be  very  remote  when  coal  will  be  universally  nni 
from  the  mountains  to  the  Atlantic.  The  population  of  Great  Britain iri 
Ireland  consume  (besides  other  kinds  of  fuel)  17,0(M),()00  tons  per  annua; 
and  Ihen^.  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  coal  trade  from  Allegany  will  bclir 
ted  only  by  the  capacity  of  the  canal.  On  this  subject,  it  is  stated  in  I 
memorial  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Convention,  assembled  at  Baltimo^ 
that, '  on  the  Monkland  canal,  quite  1 ,700,000  tons,  or  47,000,000  of 
are  annually  conveyed  to  the  town  of  Glasgow,  in  Scotland,  the  popnl 
of  which  is  only  147.000  iiiiiabitants,  or  but  a  little  more  than  Baltii 
and  ihe  cities  of  the  District  of  Cohunbia.'  *  The  dimensions  of  this  ^ 
(Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal)  are  much  larger  than  the  Monkland 
and  foui'  times  that  amount  might  be  conveyed  on  it,  if  there  should  be 
demand  for  so  much  ;'  which,  at  only  fifty  cents  per  ton,  would  yield  aba 
$2,500,000  tolls  from  Ciunberland  to  Georgetown.  Professor  Ducatel,! 
his  report  on  the  geology  of  Maryland,  observes:  *  From  this  view  of  ill 
extent  and  condition  of  the  coal  deposite  in  this  district,  it  will  be  seeotht 
should  the  projected  scheme  of  communication  between  the  Chesa| 
hay  and  the  westcrii  waters,  by  means  of  canals  and  railroads,  beeSBCM 
no  further  even  than  Cumberland  (and  there  is  but  little  doubt  that ' 
communication  will  s«v)n  extend  thus  far),  there  will  be  furnished  a 
Tcnient  outlet  for  an  amount  of  coal  which  can  be  estimated  only  byM 
dreds  of  tuillions  of  bushels.'  '* 

We  imderstand  that  another  important  source  of  revenue  is  likely  !• 
added  to  those  already  in  view.     Anthracite  coal  of  excellent  qualityii 
been  discovered  on  Sleepy  creek,  in  Virginia,  at  a  few  miles^  distance ' 
its  confluence  with  the  Potomac,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
Georgetown.     It  is  said  that  the  vein  is  about  seven  feet  in  thickness, 
proprietors  have  employed  miners,  who  are  opening  the  bed  with  a 
ascertaining  its  extent. 

The  arrangements  of  the  board  on  the  whole  line,  m  all  its  departing 
and  police  arc  such  as  to  induce  a  proper  responsibility  on  the  part  ofdl 
oflScers  and  agents,  and  to  ensure  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  dutiei.    T 
supervision  ou  ev^vy  secuou  is  such  as  to  secure  the  execution  of  the  work 
in  conformily  w'\v\i  v\\e  &\iecAti<:a\\oYv^  tnxA  x^xw^^cmluis  of  the  cogineeis. 
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cousequence  of  impositions  which  have  been  practised  on  the  collect- 
he  board  has  been  con]|)elied  to  adopt  and  enforce  rigid  regulations- 
lalion  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  canal, 
tlie  last  session  of  Congress  nn  act  was  obtained,  confirmatory  of  pre- 
;  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Marylnnid.by  which  the  water 
r  oi  the  canal  within  the  District,  instead  of  being  restricted  as  here- 
$  merely  to  the  wastes,  may  now  be  disposed  of  at  any  point,  nnd  for 
anufacturing  purposes.  The  act  of  Maryland  grants  full  authority, 
II  for  the  manufacturing  of  grain  within  thot  State :  the  right,  how- 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  complete.  An  arrangement  has 
made  with  the  party  claiming  the  water  power  derived  from  the  Little 
y  and  the  whole  subject  in  controversy  has  been  submitted  to  the  ar- 
tuent  of  Chancellor  Kent,  of  New  York,  and  we  understand  will  specd- 
a  laid  before  him  for  decision.  In  the  meantime,  all  impediments  tu 
ioiirse  being  removed,  the  board  has  proceeded  by  advertisement  to 
(or  sale  water-power  and  sites  for  manufacturing  purposes  within  the 
let,  and  also  to  lease  or  sell  sites  for  warehouses  on  the  mole  in  George- 
•  The  present  emi>arrassmeiits  of  the  country  may  for  a  time  retard 
Doromencemcnt  of  manufactures  in  this  District,  but  with  returning 
lerity,  so  decided  are  the  advantaiL^es  and  inducements  offered,  that  we 
reasonably  look  forward  to  an  influx  of  capital,  population,  and  en- 
ise. 

he  extent  of  the  water-power,  its  favorable  location  at  tide  water  and 
0  terminus  of  the  canal,  presenting  advantages  equal  to  any  in  the  Union, 
fy  tho  l)elief  that  it  will  become  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue,  independ- 
rf  the  consequent  increased  trade  on  the  canal.  The  president  ol  the 
es  River  nnd  Kenhawa  Company  speaks  thus  of  the  water-power  nf- 
ed  by  the  canal  at  Richmond  :  '*If  all  could  be  sold,  and  were  disposed 
t  existing  prices,  it  would  probablv  yield  to  the  Companv  an  annual 
of  ^120,(K)0— or  the  interest  of  S;"2,0(K),0U0."  With  similar  advantrt*- 
may  we  not  look  forward  to  corresponding  lienefits  V  The  above  re- 
cs  are  especially  applicable  to  the  power  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
Trom  the  line  of  which  to  Cumberland  the  company  possesses  water 
^r  of  imaieu&e  extent  and  value. 

fic  present  means  of  the  company  will  be  found  in  the  statement  of 
sicrk.  The  receipis  and  expenditures  of  the  company  since  its  or- 
Eaiion,  distinguishing  those  of  the  last  year,  arc  shown  by  the  statement 
te  treasurer :  both  of  which  are  appended  to  and  made  part  of  this 
rt. 

view  of  an  early  lettin?  of  the  line  from  Cacapon  to  Cumberland,  a* 
Y  ot  the  engineer  corps  as  could  be  spared  from  the  works  under  con- 
:tion  have  b<*en  actively  engaged  in  revising  the  line  and  setting  the 
s,  many  of  which  had  l)cen  displaced  by  accident  or  design.  We  are 
red  by  the  chief  engineer,  that  all  necessary  preparations  will  he  made, 
lat  the  letting  may  be  had  by  the  first  of  August  ensuing.  It  is  the 
ose  of  the  board  to  place  under  contract  at  that  time  the  whole  line 
Cumberland  to  the  Narrows,  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles.  At  this 
t  tem{X)rary  locks  may  be  placed,  by  which  the  navigation  from  Cum- 
ind  may  be  accommodated  probably  one  year  sooner  than  by  the  con- 
108  canal ;  and  below  that  point,  if  not  the  entire  line,  at  least  all  the 
suit  sections,  including  the  masonry,  being  the  works  requiring  the 
Bit  time  for  coustructioD,  will  at  the  same  time  be  let,    A  small  adoittoa 
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to  the  angfineer  corps  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  give  efficiency  to  the 
operations  on  the  extended  line  which  will  then  be  in  progress. 

It  has  been  reported  to  the  stockholders  that,  under  authority  vested  ia 
the  board,  a  provisional  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  the  commii- 
sioners  of  Maryland,  by  which  the  company  becomes  the  purchaser  of  the 
stock  of  the  State,  to  the  amount  of  $3,000,000,  in  the  event  of  their  Mt 
making  sale  of  it  in  Europe  or  elsewhere.  It  is  understood  that  one  of  the 
commissioners  has  sailed,  another  is  in  England,  and  that  the  third  wiD 
sail  in  a  short  time.  In  order  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work,  it 
is  essential  that  the  means  of  the  company  be  strengthened  by  the  approack* 
iitg  fall.  From  the  high  credit  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  proceeding  fhtt 
her  having  entered  into  no  engagements  for  which  she  has  not  providel. 
ample  means  of  redemption,  and  the  peculiar  character  of  this  stock,  beflf' 
irredeemable  for  fifty  years,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  paji-^ 
ble  in  Europe,  we  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  mail'' 
available  to  meet  in  time  the  wants  of  the  company,  either  by  sale  ff^ 
hypothecation. 

The  time  necessary  for  the  completion  of  so  stupendous  an  undertainf  ^ 
as  that  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  the  intrinsic  difficulties  in  ii 
construction,  can  only  be  understood  and  fully  appreciated  by  personni  lai 
careful  examination  of  the  whole  line,  and  a  casual  observer j  in  gliding  ca 
the  canal  by  the  rugged  points  of  rocks  and  mountains,  which  skeptics  bai 
pronounced  impracticable,  can  form  but  an  imperfect  conception  of  tki 
.  time  and  labor  expended  and  the  difficulties  surmounted.  Early  and  ImM 
opinions  were  entertained  that  this  work  could  be  completed  toCumbeiiiii^ 
in  some  three  or  four  years,  and  at  about  one  half  its  actual  cost.  TM 
public  caught  the  impression,  and,  as  their  too  sanguine  expectations hi^ 
not  been  realized,  occasional  symptoms  of  discontent  have  been  manifestti 
Allowing  for  the  delay  of  between  two  and  three  years,  growing  outof  fk 
controversy  with  the  railroad  company  for  the  right  of  way,  and  the  peel- 
niary  difficulties  with  which  for  a  considerable  time  this  company  w« 
beset,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  our  belief  that  no  undertakin;^ 
like  magnitude,  and  under  equal  embarrassments,  has  ever  been  accompiiai>' 
ed  in  less  time  than  will  be  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  toCumberlaoi 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors. 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company- 

Washington,  ^;7e  12,  1837. 
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APPENDIX  TO  O. 


t  of  money  and  credits  in  the  hands  of  the  Cliesapeake  and  Okio^^ 
Canal  Company  on  the  1st  day  of  JunCy  1837. 


«nk,  per  treasurer's  statement      -        $348,265  48 
squisition  No.  7,468,  not  yet  paid  4  60 


the  corporation  of  Washington     -  198,861  63 

the  corporation  of  Georgetown      -  •43,760  00 


$348,260  9» 


tockholders  -  -  -  167,646  62 

lubtful  debts         - .  -  -  100,000  00 


242,611  63 

67,646  62 
$668,619  13 

tal  amount  of  money  paid'  on  account  of  that  portion  of  the  canal 
n  No.  5,  is  $806,628. 

It  of  tolls  collected  on  the  canal  for  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of 
{7,  is  $24,177  64. 

JOHN  P.  INGLE, 
Clerk  of  the  Ches.  and  Ohio  Canal  Company^ 
z  OF  THE  Ches.  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
Washington,  June  1, 1837. 
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'reneral  abstract  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  %^u^,^ 

hursemenisintheyearen 

Dr. 


To  capital  stock      .  .  .  . 

To  State  of  Mar>iand 
To  Potomac  Company : 

General  account 

Unclaimed  dividends  - 

Tolls  account  -  -  .  - 

To  tolls       .  -         '  - 

To  acquisition  of  lands 
To  engineer  department 
To  construction  of  the  canal 
To  law  expenses     -  -  .  . 

To  interest  ----- 
To  profit  and  loss  .... 
'To  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 


Receipts  in  the 
ear  ending  3 1  St 
day,  1837. 


$6,134  57 
760,000  00 


21,257  35 
90  00 


58  40 
8,474  72 

2,723  00 


Aggrefpui 

CClpta 


$3,816,5! 
2,000/) 

4 

3 

isop 
M 
2,8 
6,6 
1,9 


S68,n 


787,728  04 


Tbbasurer'b  Office  Chesapeake  and  Omo  Ciiuii) 
CoMPAHYi  Washinfftany  June  1, 1837%  / 
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Tompany  to  the  \st  of  Jane ^  1837,  and  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
f  May,  1837. 

Cr. 


Disbarscments  in 

Aggrepite  ezpcn- 

the  year  ending 

ditaie. 

May  31, 1837. 

n  of  Washington 

_ 

$175,000  00 

ti  of  Georgetown 

- 

43,750  00 

]?ompany : 

iccount 

— 

373  65 

jd  dividends   - 

— 

6  55 

ount  -            -            -            - 

$r,897  12 

11,616  06 

mt      -            -            -            - 

60  00 

1,222  38 

1  of  lands 

62,954  66 

310,107  19 

lepartment 

36,188  90 

183,670  23 

on  of  the  canal 

656,220  67 

4,924,767  79 

ises     ...            - 

477  60 

21,384  14 

- 

97,614  40 

148,419  93 

t  expenses      -            -            - 

12,700  00 

34,670  21 

cers    ...             - 

7,885  00 

66,097  62 

k -keepers 

3,667  96 

22,178  80 

- 

639  65 

8,017  61 

- 

62  77 

794  91 

- 

293  68 

2,626  49 

ection 

- 

4,037  08 

776,642  21 

6,968,627  43 

0  the  credit  of  the  Chesapeake 

Canal  Company  in  Bank  U. 

jhington 

7,458  09 

Vasiiington,  Washington 

27,220  46 

Jank,                       " 

122,444  22 

le  Metropolis,         " 

14,134  67 

nd  Mechanics'  Bank,  George- 

- 

109,561  60 

nk,  Georgetown 

24,529  99 

'otomac,  Alexandria   - 

35,674  67 

nd  Bank  of  Allegany 

1,218  13 

on  County  Bank,  Williamsport 

6,016  98 

le  Valley,  Charlestown 

12  09 

348,270  80 

rawn  in  Leesburg 

6  32 

348,266  48 

6,306,792  91 

11 


ROBERT  BARNARD,  Treaavnr. 
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Tenth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company^  to  the  stockholders^  made  June  4,  1S38. 

At  no  period  since  the  oro:anization  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company  have  occurrences  transpired  so  vitally  involving  its  interests  as 
during  the  past  year  ;  nor  has  the  board  ever  been  called  on  for  the  exercise 
of  more  energy  and  fortitude,  encompassed  sis  it  has  been  by  dangers  which 
could  not  be  anticipated,  and  by  pecuniary  embarrassments  so  pressing,  as 
to  have  threatened  for  several  months  the  suspension  o(  the  works  on  the 
entire  hne,  and  the  dispersion  of  all  the  laborers.  But  those  hours  of  de- 
spondency and  trial  have,  we  trust,  passed  by,  and  we  now  liave  the  pleasure 
of  offering  our  congratulations  to  the  stockholders  on  the  brighter  prospects 
which  again  cheer  and  animate  us  in  our  onward  course. 

Although  the  measures  agitated  at  Annapolis  during  the  late  session  of 
the  Legislature,  for  a  time,  struck  a  doath  blow  at  the  credit  of  the  compooj, 
and  have  seriously  retarded  the  prosecution  of  the  canal,  yet  we  are  flutteid 
with  the  belief  that  permanent  benefits  will  result  eventually  to  the  causeof 
internal  improvements  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  from  the  discussions  whidi 
took  place,  and  the  final  action  of  the  Legislature  on  the  subject.  She  his 
rpiteraied  her  fixed  purpose  of  adhering  to  the  policy  of  prosecuting  to  com- 
pletion her  great  works  of  internal  improvement.  She  has  sought  and  ob- 
tained from  this  company  all  the  information  she  desired  in  regard  to  the 
progress  of  its  works,  the  sufficiency  of  its  means  for  present  operations,  aod 
Its  probable  future  wants  ;  and,  moreover,  has  adopted  measures  in  referefloe 
to  her  own  liabilities,  which  place  her  credit  on  as  firm  a  basis  as  thai  of 
any  State  in  the  Union. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  go  at  large  into  a  history  of  events,  which  arcrf 
such  recent  date,  and  excited  so  much  interest  at?  not  to  be  readily  forgot- 
ten ;  yet  it  is  proper  to  refer  briefly  to  them,  from  their  connexion  with  and 
inliuence  on  the  operations  of  the  company.  We,  also,  for  the  informaiioo 
of  the  stockholders,  append  to  this  report  the  pioccedings  had  before  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  of 
which  but  few  copies  having  been  published  for  the  use  of  the  members^it 
is  presumed  the  stockholders  have  not  seen  them.  Their  attention  isinfi* 
ted  not  only  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  committee  to  thepreB-  ^ 
dent  of  the  company,  with  his  answers  to  the  same,  but  also  to  the$tll^ 
ments  submitted  by  Charles  B.  Fisk,  Esq.,  chief  engineer,  in  referciiali  1^^ 
the  several  estimates  which  had  been  previous^ly  made  of  the  cost  of  th  vi^ 
canal  from  dam  No.  6,  eight  miles  above  Williamsport,  to  Cumberland, il*  t  p.- 
also  of  the  probable  cost  ot  completing  the  work  between  those  poiDtSjlf  tit 
adopting  existing  prices  of  labor  and  provisions.  This  iuformauon  »•  \r^  ^ 
elicited  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  cooinuW* 
of  ways  and  means,  contained  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  •*• 
dressed  by  him  to  the  president  of  the  company  : 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  T.  S,  Alexander,  Esq.,  to  G.  C.  WashingbMt  j-^ 
Esq.f  President  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  fta^r 

Our  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  your  compciny  would  be  greatly  iacih- 1^  -^ 
.  tated  by  the  prepacaUOQ)  under  your  direction,  of  a  tabular  stotejueiit  ^ 
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^mparative  view  of  the  several  estimates  which  have  been  made  at  various 
imes  of  the  cost  of  conscructing  the  several  sections  of  your  work,  and  of 
he  actual  cost  of  construction,  so  far  as  it  has  been  completed,  and  of  the 
losc  or  price  contracted  to  be  paid  for  constructing  the  unfinished  portions 
»f  your  work.  The  committee  desire  to  test  the  value  of  the  several  esti- 
nates  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  prepared  by  your  authority,  or 
dopted  by  you,  in  order  that  they  may  form  some  estimate  of  the  probable 
est  of  completing  the  canal  to  Cumberland. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

TH.  S.  ALEXANDEIL 

The  information  given  by  the  engineer  is  highly  interesting,  in  reference 
o  the  particular  inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  committee  ;  and  his  views  on 
)thcr  subjects  submitted  to  its  consideration  will  be  found  important  and  in- 
rtrnctive. 

As  the  State  of  Maryland  holds  a  larger  interest  than  any  other  party  to 
he  charter  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  we  have  deemed 
i  incumbent  on  us  (though  not  so  required  by  law)  to  keep  her  Govern- 
nent  apprized  of  the  progress  and  prospects  of  the  company  ;  and,  with  that 
aew,  the  president  did,  at  the  last  and  preceding  sessions  of  the  Legislature, 
iddress  communications  to  the  Executive  of  the  State,  which  were  by  him 
lubmitted  to  both  houses. 

The  latter  communication  having  been  made  since  the  last  annual  meet- 
ng  of  the  stockholders,  it  is  proper  that  it  should  be  laid  before  them  ;  and 
IS  it  contains  imporiant  information  in  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
canal  to  that  date  (23d  December,  1837),  we  shall,  to  avoid  unnecessary 
piollxity  and  repetition,  adopt  it  as  part  of  our  report,  giving,  in  continua- 
tion, a  statement  of  sucli  occurrences  as  have  subsequently  transpired. 

Office  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Co., 

Washington^  December  2*3^  1837. 

Sir  :  The  last  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesa- 
|)eake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  was  made  to  the  stockholders,  in  general 
ipeeting,  on  the  12(h  of  June  last.  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting,  at  that 
tiiQe,  a  copy  to  your  excellency ;  but,  as  the  Legislature  was  not  then  in 
tossion,  it  has  not  been  officially  communicated  to  that  honorable  body. 
Uthou^h  not  required  by  any  existing  law  to  render  any  other  than  quar- 
otly  tabular  statements  to  the  treasurer,  yet,  from  a  high  sense  of  our  obli- 
E^tions  to  the  State  and  respect  for  its  Government,  we  deem  it  incumbent 
^U  us  to  anticipate  the  wishes  of  both,  by  furnishing  a  statement,  showing 
he  progress  of  the  work  under  our  direction  since  the  date  of  that  report ; 
^hich  we  request  your  excellency  to  present  to  the  Legislature,  in  connex- 
^n  with  this  letter.  That  report  gives  all  the  information  which  could  be 
lesired  in  relation  to  the  slate  of  the  works  and  the  character  of  their  con- 
^fuction,  between  dam  No.  5,  which  is  eight  miles  above  Williamsport,  and 
'am  Xo.  6,  which  is  near  to  the  mouth  of  Great  Cacapon  river,  a  distance 
^'  twenty  seven  and  a  half  miles ;  as,  also,  of  the  improvements  then  ia 
^''ogress  between  Georgetown  and  WilliamsporL  Wisning  to  avoid  unno- 
^^ssary  prolixity,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  said  report,  and  to  the  com- 
munication made  to  your  excellency  by  the  president  of  this  company  at 
h«  lost  session  of  the  Legislature. 
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As  no  breaches  of  any  consequence  have  occurred  on  the  line,  and  as 
the  embankments  are  becoming  more  solid  every  day,  we  have  reason  ta 
believe  such  accidents  will  be  of  rare  occurrence,  and  that  the  cost  of  re- 
pairs will  consequently  decrease  every  year.  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  highest 
recommendations  of  canals,  that,  unlike  most  works  ol  art,  their  sirenph 
increases  with  their  ajre.  The  materials  of  which  this  canal  is  constructed, 
are  imperishable,  with  the  exception  of  ihe  lock  gates  and  a  few  pivot- 
bridges;  and,  when  it  is  completed,  the  annual  expense  of  repairs  will  be 
inconsiderable,  compared  with  its  magnitude  and  cost,  and  will  ahduct  buta 
small  amount  from  its  vast  receipts. 

For  the  security  of  persons  and  horses  travelling  the  tow-path,  permanent 
fences  have  been  erected  at  the  dangerous  passes,  and  high  wails  below  the 
Great  Falls.  The  lift-locks  at  Edward's  ferry,  for  the  accommodation  aad 
reception  into  the  canal  of  the  Virginia  trade,  are  completed  and  in  open- 
tion. 

By  the  act  of  June,  1836,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  (Janal  Company  wu; 
on  certain  conditions,  required  to  release  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company  from  certain  obligations,  created  by  a  previous  law,  that  reqnixed 
said  railroad  company  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair,  at  s{)ecified  places,  a 
close  fence  of  boards  or  other  materials.  In  compliance  with  that  act,  said 
release  has  been  given,  and  arrangements  mutually  satisfactory  to  the  ooifr 
panics  have  been  made ;  and,  for  the  safely  of  persons  and  property  \uing 
<he  canal,  a  strorig  fence  has  been  constructed  on  the  tow-path  next  At 
river,  to  afford  the  best  protection  which^  under  the  circumstances,  could 
he  devised. 

The  tow-path  on  the  pool  of  dam  No.  4,  was  under  contract  when  tbt 
last  annual  report  was  made,  and  is  now  nearly  finished,  and  will  soot 
afford  the  requisite  facility  for  navigating  with  safety  that  extensive  sheiC 
of  water.  Additional  security  has  been  given  to  the  works  at  i>oints  wbem 
any  weakness  was  indicated.  These  comprise  the  chief  improvements  oa 
the  line  of  the  canal  from  Georgetown  to  dam  No.  5,  the  whole  being  io  a 
state  of  good  repair. 

Of  the  twenty-seven  and  a  half  miles  between  dam  No.  5  and  the  Cacspoa 
river,  a  large  proportion  of  the  sections  and  masonry  is  completed,  aad  Ite 
final  estimates  paid.     The  remainder  of  the  work  is  in  rapid  progress;  lOJ 
we  confidently  believe  that  this  important  addition  will  be  opened  for  niri- 
gation  in  the  month  of  May.     For  a  full  description  of  this  work,  aodtf 
the  plan  of  constructing  the  embankments  and  masonry,  we  again  refer  j« 
to  the  aforesaid  annual  report ;  and  will  here  only  add,  that  the  execuiia 
of  the  whole  is  highly  creditable  to  the  skilful  and  talented  enginccr,lt 
Charles  B.  Pisk,  who  planned,  and  his  a<«sistants,  who  superintended  to 
work,  which  will  compare  favorably  with  the  best  works  in  this  countrf  ff 
Europe. 

Independent  of  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  construction,  other  canso^Mt 
within  the  control  of  the  company,  have  occurred  to  retard  the  compleOii    Wu 
of  this  work.    Of  these,  your  excellency  was  apprized  by  the  aforeiiieDtioQii    'fes 
communication  from  the  president  of  this  company.  ^  tD 

Until  the  recent  embarrassments  of  the  country'hnd  forced  thesnspoMii  fit  B 
of  many  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  consequent  diM-  ^ciu 
flalof  their  laborers,  our  contractors  found  it  impossible  to  increafls  iWr  '^: 
effective  force,  even  at  the  high  prices  which  they  o&red ;  bat^  within  lb  h-^ 
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bw  months,  a  sensible  change  took  place,  not  so  materially  affecting. 
)rice  of  labor  as  the  facility  ot  obtaining  it ;  and  the  amount  of  worK 
I  within  this  period  has  maintained  a  corresponding  ratio, 
seply  impressed  with  the  necessity  «f  an  early  completion  of  the  canal 
iiraberland,  on  which  event  so  many  important  interests  are  dependant^ 
president  and  directors,  so  soon  us  they  felt  authorized  by  the  actual 
cription,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  of  three  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
:  of  the  company,  and  the  compliance  on  their  part  with  the  requisi- 
of  the  law,  proceeded  forthwith  to  make  the  necessary  arrans^ements 
ace  the  line  from  the  Great  Cacapon  river  to  Cumberland  under  con- 
.  And  as  soon  as  the  revised  examinations  and  estimates  could  be 
9  by  the  engineers,  and  the  prospect  of  obtaining  sufficient  labor,  with- 
ibstracting  it  from  their  works  then  in  progress,  could  be  relied  on,  the 
d  entered  into  contracts  for  all  the  heaviest  sections  and  masonry  be- 
!0  those  points.  These  contracts  have  been  made  with  responsible  and 
irally  experienced  men,  who  are  commencing  their  operations  with 
t  spirit.  The  last  annual  report  (vide  page  151)  presents  a  statement  of 
operations,  up  to  its  date,  at  the  tunnel  and  deep-cut  near  Oldtown,  and 
e  policy  which  induced  the  board  to  commence  in  advance  these  heavy 
I  of  their  work.  And  if  this  course  had  not  been  adopted,  it  is  now  ap- 
nl  that  they  would  be  at  least  one  year  behind  the  rest  of  the  line  in 
completion  ;  whereas,  it  is  at  present  the  decided  opinion  of  the  chief 
ocer  and  board,  that  the  entire  canal  from  Cacapon  to  Cumberland  will 
)ened  simultaneously  by  the  close  of  the  year  1839,  or,  at  the  farthest, 
fne  for  the  spring  trade  of  1840. 

he  commissioner  of  the  company,  Major  George  Bender,  who  has  dis- 
ged  the  various  and  highly  responsible  duties  of  his  office  >^ith  distin- 
fied  ability  and  zeal,  aided  by  intelligent  counsel,  has  happily  succeeded 
Jtaining  from  a  majority  of  the  landholders  the  right  of  way  and  proper 
^cyances.  When  such  arrangements  could  not  Be  effected  by  private 
ract,  we  have  had  to  resort  to  inquisitions  by  juries,  and  regret  to  say 
,  in  most  ot  these  cases,  the  awards  for  damages  have  been  heavy,  and  la 
e  instances  so  excessive  as  to  force  us  to  appeal. 

'here  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  receipts  of  the  company  from 
since  the  last  communication  of  the  president  to  your  excellency;  their 
ease  being  as  yet  chiefly  dependant  on  agricultural  products,  which  for 
last  two  years  have  failed  to  a  lamentable  degree  throughout  the  whole 
Dt  of  country  bordering  on  the  Potomac  and  its  tributaries.  These,  and 
various  other  articles  for  transportation  on  the  canal,  are  considered  as 
'  auxiliary  to  the  main  source  of  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  miner- 
gions  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  But  the  opening  of  the  canal  in  the 
tg  to  Cacapon  will,  no  doubt,  add  greatly  to  its  resources,  as  at  Hancock 
pJesin  contact  with  the  great  Western  road  to  Wheeling  and  Pittsburg  ; 
it  may,  therefore,  be  reasonably  believed  that  considerable  portions  of 
Products  of  the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  which  now  pass  down  that  river  and 
Mississippi,  will  seek  the  nearer  markets  of  the  Atlantic,  and  be  trans- 
Bd  to  Hancock  by  wagons,  and  thence  by  a  cheaper  conveyance  on  the 
^  Besides,  the  line  of  the  canal  to  be  opened  in  the  spring,  passes  the 
t^ite  coal  region  of  Vira:inia,  to  which  it  will  be  connected  by  a  short 
tiad,  a  few  miles  below  Hancock.  A  coal  company,  incorporate  by  Vir- 
a,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  opening  these  mines.  Several  veins  have 
1  found  of  very  superior  quality,  and  pronaising  an  abuudanlsaY^V]  \«A. 


sumption.    We  are  informed,  from  aullientic  reports,  that  l,70i 

coal  are  annually  transported  on  tho  Monkland  canal  to  tlie  to 

gow  in  Scotland  ;  and  from  the  capacity  of  the  Chesapeake  anc 

four  times  that'quanlity  could  he  conveyed  on  this.  Thepopul 

town  but  little  exceeds  that  of  Baltimore  and  the  District  oil 

amount  of  coal  transported  on  tijat  canal,  if  conveyed  on  ours, 

an  interest  on  its  cost  of  eighteen  per  cent.    But  we  do  not  cone 

market  for  it  is  to  be  confined  to  the  cities  of  Maryland  and  th 

Columbia,  but  that  it  will  be  shipped  to  every  Atlantic  State.  1 

not  be  controverted,  that  the  most  profitable  investments  wliic 

made  in  works  of  internal  improvement  of  any  extent,  either  i 

try  or  in  Europe,  are  in  canals  leading  to  mineral  regions.     1 

I  sonable  to  suppose  that  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  is  to  st^ 

»  itary  exception,  for  this  would  be  a  violent  presumption  in  the 

perience  and  facts.     And  we  would  respectfully  invite  the  atten 

j  excellency  and  the  honorable  members  of  the  Legislature  to  i 

I  extent  and  value  of  our  coal  trade,  as  set  forth  in  the  abstracts 

the  report  of  George  W,  Hughes,  Escj.,  United  States  civil  engin 

,  ed  in  our  last  annual  report  (vide  pages  154-156). 

Maryland,  though  in  extent  of  territory  inferior  to  many  c 

'  States,  yet  in  geographical  position  and  natural  resources  may  p 

pare  even  with  the  "  Empire  State."  Slie  holds  within  her  boson; 

now  lies  almost  useless,  but  will  soon  be  made  worth  more  th 

gold,  by  her  rulers  adhering  firmly  to  the  liberal  and  enliglit 

.    ,  which  has  characterized  her^  measures  ;  and  we  are  happy  in  th 

J  iis  consummation  is  now  near  at  hand. 

•      f  If  the  State  should,  as  she  has  reserved  the  right,  elect  to  vest 

the  company  of  two  millions  of  dollars  in  its  stock,  af^er  the  conip 

canal  to  Cumlxjriand,  she  will  then  be  a  stockholder  to  the 


107  [2T7'] 

3ple  of  Maryland,  been  made  in  current  money  ;  in  that  curren* 
i}unctuaUy  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
rest  that  has  accrued  upon  two  millions  of  dollars^,  the  sum  of 
:k  that  was  issued  in  aid  of  our  enterprise,  as  a  loan,  with  the 
d  to  the  State,  at  its  option,  to  convert  the  same  into  asubscrip- 
Ltcntion  was  not  called,  at  the  times  of  payment,  to  the  necessity 
3f  our  handinff  the  said  interest  to  the  treasurer  in  specie  or  its 
or  until  very  lately,  when  we  were  informed  by  the  comuiis- 
nted  to  negotiate  further  loans  for  this  State,  that  unless  the  in- 
existing  debt  of  Maryland  shall  be  discharged  in  specie,  or  its 
^e  deserved  high  credit  of  this  State  will  be  impaired.  But  now 
lat  we  should  volunteer  the  remark,  that,  with  reference  to  said 
company  will  cheerfully  satisfy  any  requisition  which  that 
Legislature  of  Maryland  may  deem  necessary  or  proper, 
cultics  have  encompassed  us  in  the  prosecution  of  this  great 
we  have  encountered  with  untiring  zeal  and  fortitude,  being 
we  have  at  all  times  been,  by  the  just  hope  that  we  would  be 
jr  onward  course  by  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature  and 
:e  of  the  public. 

honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  C.  WASHINGTON, 
President  Ches.  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
llency  Thomas  W.  Veazey. 

lime  previous  to  the  above  communication,  the  available  means 
ny  had  become  exhausted  in  the  prosecution  of  the  heav^  line 
he  twenty-eight  miles  between  dams  Nos.  5  and  6,  and  m  the 
lebts  of  the  company,  including  interest  to  the  State.  We  had 
led,  also,  to  resort  to  temporary  loans  from  banks,  obtain^  with 
i  to  issue  the  notes  of  the  company,  for  the  redemptien  of 
i  necessary  to  provide  funds. 

jthorizing  the  subscription  of  $3,000,000  to  the  stock  of  the 
d  passed  as  far  back  as  June,  1836 ;  delays  had  occurred  in  the 
of  the  commissioners  to  negotiate  the  State  bonds  issued  to 
scription,  as  well  as  in  their  departure  for  Europe  and  return 
ry ;  and  although  the  company  had  entered  into  a  provisional 
he  purchase  of  the  State  bonds  lo  the  amount  of  her  subscrip* 
f  could  in  nowise  be  made  available  for  present  relief, 
the  embarrassments  incident  to  this  state  of  our  fiRnnces,  the 
very  exertion  to  press  forward  the  works  below  the  Cacapon, 
ose  at  the  tunnel  and  Oldtown.  Anxious  to  hasten  the  com- 
j  remainder  of  the  line,  and  to  meet  public  expectation,  we  ad- 
t  the  heaviest  sections  and  masoiiry  to  Cumborland,  and  in 
itered  into  contracts  for  the  sections  and  aqueducts,  being  the 
ing  the  longest  lime  to  execute. 

iboldened  to  take  this  step,  from  a  firm  reliance  on  the  good  faith 
n  regard  to  her  subscription ;  and  having  full  confidence  in  the 
ir  contract  with  the  commissioners,  wc  believed,  in  the  event 
ig  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  the  l)onds  elsewhere,  that  they  would 
ito  our  possession,  and  that  we  should  be  able  to  raise  money 
)thecation  to  meet  present  exigencies,  and  until  a  more  favorable 
•  sale  might  arrive.    The  contract  with  the  commissioners  was 
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not,  however,  finally  consummated  until  a  few  days  before  the  meetinj^  of 
the  Le^slature,  anci,  in  the  meantime,  the  demands  on  the  company  anditB 
difficulties  had  been  greatly  augmented,  by  the  additional  contracts  on  the 
upper  line.  Still,  neither  the  confidence  of  the  contractors  in  the  company 
nor  their  exertions  were  relaxed,  believing,  as  they  did,  that  we  would,  in  a 
short  time,  realize  some  portion  of  the  State's  subscription. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  at  an  early  day  afier  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  the  House  of  Delegates  instructed  its  Committee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means  to  inquire  <'  whether  the  State  is  bound  in  law  or  equity  bv  any  suIk 
scription  on  her  behalf,  to  the  capital  stock  of  any  of  the  internal  improve* 
ment  companies  mentioned  in  the  act  of  the  May  session,  1836,  ch.  395, 
made  under  color  of  the  provisions  thereof;  and  whether  this  General 
Assembly  can  lawfully  repeal  or  modify  the  provisions  of  that  act." 

The  same  committee  was  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  validity 
of  the  contracts  entered  intol)etween  the  commissioners  and  the  companies, 
for  the  sale  of  the  State  bonds  by  the  former  to  the  latter,  and  whether  the 
same  should  not  be  annulled. 

The  consternation  which  this  inquiry  was  calculated  to  produce,  may 
well  be  imagined.  The  company  had  entered  into  contracts  covering 
nearly  the  whole  line  to  Cumberland,  with  the  exception  of  alluvial  sections, 
and  exc(^eding  in  amount  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  line  below  the  Cac- 
apon  was  then  about  two  thirds  ^nished,  and  dam  No.  6,  near  its  mouth, 
raised  to  half  its  intended  height,  and  presenting  an  impassable  barrier  to 
all  the  trade  above  it.  The  contractors  naturally  became  alarmed  and  dis- 
trustful, and  declined  entering  into  heavy  engagements  for  labor.  The 
consequence  was,  that  laborers,  in  large  numbers,  when  dismissed  on  the 
works  as  they  were  finished  below  the  Cacapon,  would  seek  employment 
elsewhere,  and  among  them  were  many  stone-cutters  and  masons,  a  class  of 
mechanics  hot  easily  to  be  replaced.  The  discussions  in  the  Legislatureon 
the  subjects  of  inquiry  were  very  protracted,  and  its  final  oction  not  had 
until  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when  both  the  subscription  and  contract 
were  confirmed.  During  the  whole  of  this  time  the  State  bonds  were  tied 
up,  the  credit  of  the  company  prostrate,  and  indeed  we  were  in  daily  expect- 
ation of  having  to  suspend,  from  necessity,  the  whole  work,  though  deter- 
mined to  avert  so  deplorable  an  event  as  long  as  possible.  It  must,  howev- 
er, have  occurred,  but  for  the  constancy  of  the  contractors  and  our  success 
in  obtaining  temporary  loans  from  the  District  banks,  and  a  small  loan  ia 
addition  from  two  banks  of  BaUimore. 

Operations  so  extended  as  ours,  to  be  prosecuted  with  despatch  and  vigor, 
require,  not  only  the  supply  of  ample  means,  but  that  they  should  be  at  all 
times  rfvailable;  and  being  debarred  for  months  together  from  the  applica- 
tion of  fimds  designed  for  our  use,  may  well  account  for  any  apparent  delay 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  works. 

The  canal  has  been  urged  on  with  all  possible  despatch,  with  all  the 
means  at  our  control,  and  often  when  largely  in  anticipation  of  them ;  but, 
from  the  causes  recited,  under  great  disadvantages,  and  necessarily  involv- 
ing.  additional  cost,  and  the  delay  of  months  in  its  expected  completion. 

The  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  company,  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature,  have  engrossed  much  of  the  time  of  the  president  and  directon. 
An  immediate  resort  to  temporary  loans  on  a  pledge  of  the  State  bonds  (at 
length  placed  in  the  control  of  the  company),  became  indispensable  to  meet 
existing  engagements,  and  accordingly  loans  were  effected  with  the  banks  of 
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Baltimore  ;  but,  as  these  sources  of  relief  were  but  temporary  and  preca- 
rious, we  deemed  It  advisable  to  advertise  for  sale,  in  this  country,  the  certi- 
Scales  of  debt  of  the  State  of  Maryland  for  $1,500,000,  and  to  send  a  like 
iiiionnt  to  an  ajrent  in  London,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  European  markets, 
Jither  by  sale  or  hypothecation.  On  the  loth  of  May,  the  day  fixed 
br  receiving  proposals  in  this  country,  no  offer  was  made  which  the  board 
elt  justified  in  accepting.  The  accounts  received  from  Europe  of  the  state 
)f  the  money-market  induce  the  belief  that  favorable  arrangements  will  be 
nade  of  the  bonds  which  have  been  sent  out,  of  which  we  expect  to  be  ad- 
rised  in  the  course  of  the  present  month.  The  course  of  the  board  in  re- 
jard  to  the  bonds  retained  in  this  country,  will  be  influenced,  ii  is  presumed, 
ly  the  information  to  be  received  from  the  aijent  of  the  company,  George 
Peabody,  Esq.,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Maryland,  resident  in  London, 
I  fipentleman  of  hisrh  character  and  intelligence. 

By  resolution  of  the  late  Legislature  of  Maryland,  this  company  is  re- 
]uired,  out  of  any  sales  or  hypothecations  of  the  State  bonds,  to  pay  over 
o  the  treasurer  or  the  State  the  amount  of  any  requisitions  made  through 
lim,  by  the  Eastern  Shore  and  the  Annapolis  and  Blkridcre  Railroad  com- 
Minies  ;  the  same  to  be  refunded  to  us  by  the  treasurer  from  the  sales  of  the 
certificates  of  debt  of  the  State  created  for  their  use,  and  now  in  the  hands 
)>{  the  commissioners  of  the  State.  In  compliance  with  this  resolution,  and 
»f  requisitions  made  on  us,  we  have  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the 
Eastern  Shore  Railroad  Company  $l(»,000,  and  for  the  Annapolis  and  Elk- 
idge  Railroad  Company  §  1 5,0()0.  As  it  is  presumed  that  no  difficulty 
jould  exist  in  a  negotiation  between  those  companies  and  the  commissioners 
>f  the  State  for  the  purchase  of  the  bonds  designed  for  their  use,  it  is  hoped 
hat  they  will  adopt  that  course,  and  relieve  us  from  the  obligation  to  supply 
heir  wants,  when  all  our  means  are  required  for  the  active  prosecution  of 
he  heavy  works  we  have  under  construction. 

The  Legislature,  at  the  late  session,  directed  her  treasurer  to  pay  to  the 
lolders  ofher  stocks,  or  certificates  of  debt,  all  the  interest  which  had 
Lccrued  thereon  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  or  which  ma7 
lereafter  accrue,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent ;  and  has  required  the  same 
erms  of  this  company,  on  the  loan  made  to  it  of  $-^,000,000.  We  have  com- 
Jied,  and  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  the  amount  ascertained  to 
lave  been  the  difference  between  specie  and  the  currency  of  the  country  at 
he  several  periods  at  which  our  payments  of  interest  were  made. 

It  was  confidently  believed,  when  the  communication  to  the  Executive 
>f  Maryland  (above  recited)  was  made,  that  the  canal  from  dam  No.  5  to 
he  Cacapon  would  be  opened  for  navigation  by  the  1st  of  June ;  but  it 
los  been  delayed  from  the  causes  above  stated,  and  over  which  it  must  be 
rvideot  the  board  could  have  no  control :  in  addition  to  which  the  river  has 
continued  so  high  during  the  present  spring,  as  to  render  the  completion 
rf'the  dam  near  Cacapon  impracticable ;  although  upon  its  subsiding,  a  few 
reeks  only  will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  that  object.  Occtirrences,  too,  of 
in  embarrassing  nature  with  the  contractor  and  laborers  at  Prather's  neck, 
lave  temporarily  suspended  the  completion  of  the  work  at  that  point ;  but 
irran^ments  are  in  progress  by  which  it  is  believed  these  difficulties  will 
m  adjusted  satisfactorily,  and  the  work  be  speedily  recommenced.  This 
toe  will  be  opened  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  The  intervention  of  a 
oilitary  force  has  been  required  on  two  occasions.    In  the  due  instance,  to 
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suppress  a  riot  on  the  line  at  Oldtown,  to  which  place  a  lar^  bodv  of  Irish 
laborers  from  the  tunnel  had  repaired,  with  the  view  of  attacking  their 
countrymen  engaged  on  the  works  at  that  point ;  no  lives  were  lost,  bat 
some  private  property  was  destroyed.  Several  of  the  ringleaders  were 
arrested  and  committed  to  jail  at  Cumberland  for  trial ;  others  implicated 
were  dismissed  from  the  works. 

In  the  latter  instance,  the  military  was  called  out  as  a  measure  of  pr^ 
caution,  and  for  the  protection  of  (he  works  at  Prather's  neck  again^  ap- 
prehended violence.  We  have  invited  the  attention  of  the  Execuiiye  of 
Maryland  to  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  commanding  officer  of  tint 
nciilitary  division  of  ^the  State  to  imbody  a  corps  which  can  act  promptly 
and  efficiently  in  suppressing  any  future  riots,  and  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  course  recommended  will  receive  his  favorable  consideration,  and  be  di- 
rected a<$cordingly. 

The  works  at  the  tunnel  and  deep  cut  at  Oldtown  are  progresao; 
rapidly,  and  we  have  every  assurance  that  they  will  be  finished  as  soonai 
the  other  works  between  Cacapon  and  Cumberland. 

The  character  of  all  these  works  having  been  fully  described  intbe 
last  annual  report,  we  will  not  trespass  on  your  time  by  a  repetitioo  of 
the  statements  then  made.     We  still  believe,  notwithstanding  the  many  un- 
foreseen delays  and  difficulties  which  have  beset  us,  that  the  entire  lines 
Cumberland  will  be  finished  in  1840.    Improvements  have  been  in  gradui 
progress  on  the  line  between  the  District  of  Columbia  and  dam  No.  5,aboit 
Williamsport.    The  tow-path  above  dam  No.  4  has  been  completed,  and 
affords  every  requisite  facility  for  navigating  the  slack  water  poolattbtf 
point.    But  few  interruptions  to  the  navigation  have  occurred  during  tha 
past  year  from  breaches.    The  principal  occurrence  of  the  kind  was  attba 
Catoctin  aqueduct,  one  of  the  wings  of  which  ^ve  way  and  occasioned  a 
breach.    A  temporary  trunk  was  thrown  over  it,  and  the  repair  is  in  pro^ 
ress.     A  new  organization  of  the  engineer  corps  has  been  made,  whicfait 
is  believed  will  add  greatly  to  its  efficiency. 

The  returns  from  the  distant  collectors  for  the  quarter  ending  the  31st of 
May  have  not  been  received  ;  but  from  those  in  the  office  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  receipts  from  tolls  for  the  year  will  not  fall  short  of  $30,000,  beiif 
an  increase  of  about  $6,000  over  the  preceding  year. 

That  the  receipts  from  this  source  have  not  been  larger,  is  to  be  aUribotri 
to  the  well  known  fact  of  the  almost  total  failure  of  the  grain  crop5,  forih^ 
last  two  years,  in  the  rich  agricultural  country  bordering  on  the  Potoonc 
and  its  tributaries. 

The  prospect  of  a  considerable  increase  of  revenue  from  tolls  fortlfr 
present  year  is  highlv  encouraging.  The  grain  crops  are  unusually  fio^ 
and  promise  an  abundant  harvest.  In  anticipation  of  the  demands  for  traof- 
portation,  the  means  for  meeting  it  has  been  greatly  enlarged  in  tlie  nntxi^ 
and  size  of  the  boats  navigating  the  canal. 

Many  new  sources  of  trade,  heretofore  unknown  or  inactive,  are  in  prog- 
ress of  development.  The  completion  of  the  cnual  to  Cacapon  vill,iti^ 
believed,  induce  the  shipment  of  a  considerable  quantitv  of  coal  from  Cols' 
berland  to  this  district  in  the  fall,  when  the  waters  of  the  upper  Poioaa^ 
admit  of  navigation  \  and  we  may  reasonably  calculate  on  a  XnnsfottMVfi^ 
trade  by  wagons  between  Wheeling  and  Hancock,  to  be  traDsferied  at  tli^ 
latter  place  to  conveyance  by  the  canal. 
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The  usual  tabular  statements  of  the  treasurer  of  the  company  are  a|^ 
pended  to  this  report. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors. 

O.  O.  WASHINGTON, 
President  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company^ 
Washington,  June  4,  1838. 
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Oeneral  ab^ract  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Chesapeake  mid 

Dr. 


Receipts  ia  the 

Aggregate  re- 

year. 

ceipt. 

1 

To  capital  stock      .            -            .            - 

$4,386  19 

$3,820,914  57 

To  State  of  Maryland 

— 

2,000,000  00 

To  profit  and  loss    ...            - 

41  81 

4,111  52 

To  acquisition  of  lands 

19  03 

1,128  94 

To  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 

— 

268,723  02 

To  construction  of  the  canal 

150  00 

6,807  20 

To  engineer  department 

- 

2,500  24 

To  interest              .            .            -            . 

44,852  10 

73,181  00 

To  law  expenses     .            .            -            . 

87  91 

2,084  61 

To  Potomac  Company : 

General  account 

_ 

418  52 

Unclaimed  dividends  - 

^ 

366  30 

Tolls  account  -            -            -            - 

— 

26,017  20 

,To  tolls  account      -            .            -            - 

22,727  29 

172,634  09 

To  notes  reissuable  under  $5 

98,000  00 

98,00000 

To  notes  reissuable  under  $5  and  upward 

20,000  00 

20,00000 

To  post  notes          .            .            .            . 

108,790  00 

108,79000 

To  notes  payable,  (bonds)  - 

To  State  of  Maryland  ($3,000,000  stock)    - 

* 

730,000  00 

730,00000 

13,333  33 

13,333  33 

1,042,387  66 

7^9^1067 

Treasurer's  Office,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canai.) 
Company  ,  Woslmigtofii)  June  \^\^aft.  | 
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/  Company  y  and  also  the  receipts  and  disbursements  in  the  year 
Cr. 


Disbursements  in 

Aggregate  ex- 

the  year. 

penditare. 

tion  of  Washington 

_ 

$176,000  00 

tion  of  Georgetown 

— 

41,400  00 

ent  expenses      -            -            - 

$3,700  00 

38,370  21 

tion  of  lands 

32,907  60 

343,014  69 

I  section 

— 

4,037  08 

ction  of  the  canal 

1,007,790  11 

5,932,547  90 

T  department      - 

33,000  00 

216,670  23 

- 

150,297  % 

298,717  89 

«nses     -            -            ^            - 

892  94 

22,277  08 

c  Company : 

i  account           - 

~ 

373  65 

med  dividends  -            -            - 

83  25 

88  80 

iccount  -            -            V            . 

2,822  04 

14,337  09 

:ount      -            -            -            - 

- 

1,222  38 

.ock-keepers       .            .            - 

3,910  24 

26,089  04 

officers   -            .            -            - 

10,504  50 

76,602  02 

J             -            -            -            . 

113  01 

907  92 

•             -            -            -            « 

751  76 

8,769  26 

'ry           .            .            .            . 

146  88 

2,671  37 

1,246,919  18 

7,203,0%  61 

s  to  the  credit  of  the  Chesapeake 

lio  Canal  Company  in — 

Washington 

8,630  55 

Bank     .... 

253  83 

the  Metropolis    - 

2,126  31 

and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Geoi^- 

- 

3,709  77 

Potomac,  Alexandria 

3,137  64 

Baltimore 

1,686  00 

ts'  Bank  of  Baltimore     - 

98,663  41 

ink  of  Baltimore 

908  33 

Bank  of  Baltimore 

766  20 

and  Bank  of  Allegany  - 

170  88 

the  Valley,  Charlestown 

12  09 

the  Valley,  Leesburg     - 

ton  County  Bank,  Williamsport 

837  97 

32  98 

Maryland           .            -           - 

25,000  00 

145,913  9& 

7,349,010  67 

BOBERT  BARNARD,  7h«r«umv 
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APPENDIX  TO  P. 

No.  1. 

hUtrrogatories  propounded  to  George  C.  Washwgion,  President  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland j  with  his  answers  to  the 
same, 

1.  Are  you  or  not  the  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany? and  if  yea,  were  you  not  its  president  at  the  date  of  the  contract 
between  that  company  and  two  of  the  commissioners  for  the  purchase  of 
three  millions  of  stock  of  the  State,  created  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
ofMay,  1836,  ch.  395? 

2.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  contract,  and  are  you  ac- 
quainted witli  the  views  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  in 
making  that  contract  ? 

3.  Have  any  and  what  measures  been  taken  by  said  company  for  the 
sale  or  other  disposition  of  the  stock  which  it  contracted  for,  as  tefore  slated? 
If  yea.  state  what  particular  measures  have  been  taken  or  are  in  contem- 
plation for  those  purposes. 

4.  Have  any  expenditures  been  made  by  said  company,  or  any  contracts 
or  engagements  entered  into  by  it,  in  anticipation  of  the  proceeds  of  that 
stock,  or  of  the  avails  of  the  State  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
company,  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act?  State  fully  and 
particularly  all  such  expenditures,  and  the  objects  thereof,  and  also  the 
nature  or  purpose  of  ail  contracts  or  engagements  which  may  have  been 
made  or  entered  into  as  aforesaid. 

5.  Have  you  or  not  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  chairman  of  this 
committee,  requesting  certain  statements  to  be  made  for  th^use  of  this  com- 
mittee ?  If  yea,  produce  that  letter,  and  exhibit  the  statements  which  yoa 
may  have  preferred  in  compliance  with  its  requests. 

Answers  of  George  C.  Washington,  President  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  him. 

1st.  I  am  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  and 
stood  in  the  siime  relation  to  that  conipany  at  the  date  of  the  contract  be- 
tween it  and  two  of  the  commissioners  of  the  State  for  the  purchase  of  three 
millions  of  the  stock  of  the  State,  created  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
May,  1836,  ch.  395. 

2d.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  contract,  and  with  the  views 
of  the  company  in  entering  into  it.  By  the  contract,  the  companv  agrad 
to  purchase  three  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  State  at  the  price  fixea  by  lav, 
provided  the  commissioners  should  not  dispose  of  it  at  that  or  a  higher  price 
in  Europe  or  elsewhere.  A  copy  of  this  contract  accompaniea  a  recent 
communication  from  the  commissioners  to  the  Executive,  and  is  now  in 
the  possession  pf  the  Legislature.  The  company,  not  doubting  its  powerlo 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock,  in  general  meeting  of  the  stockbolden^ 
authorized  the  president  and  directors  to  make  an  offer  for  the  stock  at  the 
price  fixed  as  its  minimum  by  law.  Similar  proceeding's  were  adopted  by 
the  stockholders  on  a  former  occasion,  in  reference  to  the  loan  by  the  State 
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>f  $2,000,000  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  and  $1,000,000 
o  the  Siisqnehannah  Railroad  Company.  When  the  slock  of  the  State  \vas 
>ffered  for  sale  to  meet  these  objects,  the  canal  company  then  bid  the  law 
mce  for  two  millions  of  the  slock,  but  as  a  higher  offer  was  made,  did  not 
>btain  it. 

In  neither  instance  did  the  company  make  proposals  for  the  stock  with 
iny  view  to  speculation,  but  was  inflifenced  by  considerations  of  mutual 
idvantage  to  the  State  and  company ;  more  especially  was  this  the  case 
n  reference  to  the  contrnct  with  the  commissioners,  who  deemed  it  their 
iaty  to  offer  the  stock  in  foreign  markets,  and  with  that  object  visited 
Burope.  The  fact  that  an  offer  had  been  made  to  them  at  home  on  the 
terms  of  the  law,  and  by  a  responsible  party,  was  well  calculated  to  inspire 
conQdenco  in  the  stock  abroad,  and  aid  them  in  their  negotiations,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  fact  of  the  conditional  contract  between  the  company  and 
the  commissioners  had  the  effect  of  sustaining  its  credit,  and  enabling  it  to 
prosecute  its  works  with  greater  vigor.  If  the  efforts  of  the  commissioners 
to  negotiate  the  sale  of  the  stock  in  Europe  had  been  crowned  with  success, 
&II  the  desires  of  the  company  would  have  been  gratified  ;  and  it  was  only 
in  view  of  a  possible  failure  abroad  that  it  bid  for  the  stock,  deeming  it  a 
luty  to  be  in  position  as  purchaser,  to  make  it  available  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment, and  knowing  that  unless  funds  were  soon  obtained,  the  work  would 
have  to  be  abandoned,  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice  to  the  State  and  to  every  other 
interest. 

We  conceived,  that  should  profit  accrue  on  the  resale  of  the  stock,  it 
irould  be  receiving  additional  means  in  aid  of  the  canal,  and  a  positive  gain 
to  the  State  in  the  proportion  of  her  investments  in  our  stock  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  should  the  law  price  not  be  realized,  the  deficiency  would  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  stockholders,  the  State  in  any  event  being  secured  in  the 
receipt  of  the  twenty  per  cent,  premium. 

We  could  not  anticipate  that  by  possibility  a  question  might  arise  as  to 
Che  validity  of  our  contract,  or  involving  a  doubt  as  to  the  moral  or  legal 
obligations  of  the  State  in  virtue  of  her  subscription  to  the  respective  com- 
panies. We  took  it  for  granted  that  all  the  requisitions  of  the  law  had  been 
fully  complied  with  by  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  that  the  treasurer  of 
the  State  had  fully  satisfied  himself  of  that  fact  before,  in  the  discharge  of 
official  duty,  he  subscribed  for  the  three  millions  to  the  joint  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

On  the  part  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  every  obliga- 
tion imposed  on  it  by  the  law,  as  precedunt  to  the  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  State,  was  strictly  fulfilled.  We  were  required  to  surrender  rights 
secured  to  us  by  compact  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company, 
and  ratified  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  it  had  not  the  power  to  annul, 
and  by  which  the  railroad  company  was  restricted  from  constructing  its 
load  in  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  beyond  Harper's  Ferry  until  after  the 
completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  and  was  further  required  to  erect 
and  keep  in  repair,  at  certain  points,  a  fence  of  boards  or  other,  materials 
irithin  or  upon  the  margin  of  said  road  next  the  canal.  These  companies 
were  further  required  to  agree  to  certain  arrangements  in  the  joint  con- 
struction of  their  respective  works  when  they  might  come  into  contact  at 
difficult  passes. 

In  compliance  with  the  conditions  thus  prescribed  by  law,  the  two  com- 
jMuiies  entered  into  arrangements  mutually  satisfactory,  embracing  all  th«te 
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objects  of  the  law.  The  canal  agreed  to  receive  from  the  railroad  coufc- 
pany  as  an  equivalent  for  the  fence,  a  sum  of  money  agreed  on  by  their 
respective  engineers,  and  which  has  been  paid  over  by  said  company,  aad 
expended  by  us  in  such  protections  as  were  deem  necessary  for  the  security 
of  our  trade  ;  and  there  no  longer  exists  an  impediment  to  the  extension  of 
the  railroad  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  the  West. 

Our  requisitions  have  bejen  made  on  the  treasurer  agreeably  to  law, 
giving  him  six  months'  notice,  for  the  amoinit  of  subscription  to  ourcoai- 
pany,  in  the  proportion  of  §250,000  to  be  paid  quarterly,  and  the  first  instal- 
ment became  due  on  the  first  of  December  last.  Having  thus  shown  that 
we  have  fully  coniplied  on  our  part  with  every  thing  required  of  us  by  the 
Slate,  we  rely  on  her  s^ood  fliith  with  unshaken  confidence. 

3d.  The  company  has  made  no  disposition  of  the  Stale  stock,  nor  basil 
been  offered  in  the  market  at  any  fixed  price,  though  some  inquiries  were 
made  with  the  view  of  ascertainintr  its  value  and  ihe  prospect  of  raising 
means  on  its  hypothecation,  if  found  to  be  more  advisable  than  a  sale. 
During  the  pendency  of  measures  in  the  Legislature  calculated  to  excite 
distrust,  and  the  delay  in  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
stocks  of  the  State  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  it  cannot  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected that  the  full  value  which  would  attach  to  the  stock  under  other 
circumstances  can  now  he  obtained.  Under  this  state  of  the  cose,  the 
company  has  suspended  its  action  as  to  the  present  disposition  of  the  stock. 

4th.  in  full  reliance  on  the  subscription  by  the  State  to  the  stock  of  the 
company,  and  believing  that  it  would  be  made  available  in  time  to  meet  its 
wants,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  constructioo  of 
the  canal  between  dam  No.  6,  at  Cacapon,  and  Cumberland,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  light  and  alluvial  sections.     The  tunnel  and  deep  cut  be- 
tween those  points  heing  very  difficult  works,  and  requiring  much  longer 
time  for  their  completion  than  the  other  portions  of  the  line,  had  been  ptaced 
under  contract  nearly  two  years  previous  to  our  last  letting.     We  deemed 
it  an  iniperative  duty  to  press  forward  the  canal  with  all  possible  vigor  and 
despatch,  in  order  to  reach  the  point  where  we  are  to  rely  chiefly  for  our 
revenue.     This  is  all  important  to  the  State  and  other  parties  who  have 
invested  lartrely  in  the  stock  of  the  company,  and  as  yet  received  no  retuiDr 
and  especially  so  to  the  company,  whicli  is  now  burdened  with  the  interest 
on  the  loan  from  the  State,  amounting  to  $120,000  per  annum.    Large 
sums  have  been  necessarily  expended  on  this  line  of  the  canal  iu  its  loci- 
tion,  and  the  acquisition  of  lands  through  which  it  passes;  the  latter  item 
for  which  the  company  have  paid  or  are  bound  atnounts  to  $90,400.    Con- 
siderable payments  have  Leen  made  or  are  due  to  contractors  for  workdooe. 
They  are  useful  and  respectable  men,  many  of  whom  have  been  tor  yetfi 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  canal,  and  in  many  instances  alltb 
means  within  their  control  have  been  expended  in  tlie  preparations  ncott 
sary  for  the  commencement  of  a  heavy  work,  and  any  failure  on  the  pilt 
of  the  compauy  to  meet  its  engagements  with  them  would  efiect  their  raiOi 
These  contracts  above  dam  No.  6  are  upward  of  seventy  in  nuaabari  uA 
exceed  in  amount  two  millions  and  a  quarter,  and  the  contracts  below  that 
point  amount  to  eiglity-seven  ;  in  all,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

On  the  faith  of  said  subscription,  the  company  has  also  issand  ilt|MMh 
issory  notes  to  a  large  amount,  and  without  the  use  of  which  we  cooU 
not  have  progressed  with  the  works  to  the  present  day.    11m    '     '  ^^ 
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and  credil  they  have  obtained,  are  based  on  said  subscription  and  on  the 
contract  for  the  stock. 

6th.  I  have  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  this  committee^ 
which  1  now  present,  and  in  compliance  with  the  request  therein  made, . 
furnish  tabular  statements  prepared  under  the  direction  of  C.  B.  Fisk,  Esq., 
chief  engineer  of  the  company,  with  his  explanations  of  the  same,  present- 
iucr  a  comparative  view  of  the  several  estimates  which  have  been  made  at 
various  times  of  the  cost  of  constructing  the  several  sections  of  the  work, 
and  of  the  acuial  cost  so  far  as  it  has  been  completed  above  dam  No.  5, 
and  of  the  cost  or  price  contracted  to  be  paid  for  constructing  the  un- 
finished portions  of  the  work.  A  general  abstract  from  the  books  of  the 
treasurer,  sliowin:r  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  company  to  the 
3l5t  of  December  last,  is  handed  over  to  the  committee,  and  other  state- 
ments co[inccied  with  this  inquiry,  allof  whicii  are  endorsed  and  numbered 
in  the  following  order,  viz  : 

No.  1.  '^rreasurer's  abstract  of  receipts  and  expenditures  to  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1837. 

No.  2.  Statement  exhibiting  the  cost  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
to  tst  December,  1837. 

No.  3.  Detailed  statement  exhibiting  the  cost  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canul  to  1st  December,  1837. 

Paper  marked  A.  Estimate  of  Alfred  Cruger,  20th  March,  1834. 

B.  Eighth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors,  to  which  is  ap- 
pended ttieir  memorial  to  the  liCgislature,  in  reference  to  the  estimate,  and 
lilso  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Fisk  and  Purcell. 

C.  Estimate  of  C.  B.  Fisk,  June  1,  1836. 

D.  Estimate  of  C.  C.  Fisk,  December  1, 1836. 

E  nnd  F.  The  information  intended  to  be  given  by  these  papers  is  con- 
tained in  the  letter  of  C.  B.  Fisk  to  the  president  of  the  company,  of  this 
date,  February  5, 1838. 

G.  Estimate  and  report  of  C.  B.  Fisk,  June,  1835. 

H.  Report  of  the  commissioner  on  acquisition  of  lands. 

I.  RepK)rt  of  C.  B.  Fisk  on  survey  from  Cacapon  to  South  Branch,  De- 
cember 31j  1835. 

K.  Estimate  of  C.  B.  Fisk,  31st  December,  1835,  between  the  South 
Branch  and  Great  C.ncapon  rivers. 

L.  Estimate  of  C.  B.  Fisk,  September,  1837,  of  the  work  let  that  month. 

M.  Letter  of  C.  B.  Fisk,  chief  engineer,  to  the  president  of  the  company, 
giving  information  called  for  by  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Having  answered  the  several  interrogatories  propounded  to  me  by  the 
committee,  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to  submit  a  few  observations,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  subject-matter  before  the  committee. 

The  early  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland'^ 
is  a  result  to  which  every  enli^rhtened  citizen  of  the  State  must  look  with 
deep  solicitude ;  and  never,  since  the  commencement  of  that  great  enterprise^ 
have  its  friends  been  cheered  by  better  prospects  of  its  early  and  successful 
termination  than  during  the  past  ye  ir,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  and 
embarrassments  with  which  it  has  been  beset ;  and  it  would  be  deenoed  a 
public  calamity  should  any  unfortunate  circumstance  arrest  its  vigorous 
prosecution. 

The  canal,  when  made  to  Cumberland,  will  develop  the  vast  mineral 
wealth  of  that  region,  which,  of  itself,  will  furnish  an  ample  remuneration 
12 


[277]  178 

for  the  cost  of  its  constriiclion  ;  but,  when  to  this  are  added  tlic  ngriculiural 
productions  of  the  conriiry,  the  luniber,  hme,  &c.,  and  also  tlie  transporta- 
tion of  products  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  returning  trade  to  ihc 
West,  which  will  centre  at  Cumberland,  who  can  doubt  its  becoming  a  fruit- 
ful source  of  revenue  to  the  State,  increasiiio:  her  resources,  and  proraolini 
the  general  welfare  of  her  citizens'/  This  consummation  can  only  l< 
achieved  by  a  steady  and  unwavering  adherence  to  the  enlightened  aud 
liberal  policy  which  has  characterized  her  action  towards  her  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement. 

We  have  never  abandoned  the  hope  of  terminating  this  great  work  at  the 
Ohio  river,  nor  have  we  ever  viewed  with  jealousy  the  prosecution  of  ihe 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railrojd  to  that  tefmnius.  There  will  be  busjesi 
enough  for  both,  and  to  spare :  theirs,  in  the  transportation  of  travellers  and 
light  articles  of  trade ;  and  ours,  in  the  heavier  transportations.  The  fiieuds 
of  these  respective  works  have  ceased  to  consider  them  as  rivals,  except  in 
that  generous  sense  which  looks  only  to  the  greatest  amounts  of  beuefits 
which  each  is  destined  to  impart  in  its  respective  sphere. 

The  railroad  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  could  not  fail  to  attract  to  the 
markets  of  this  State  a  large  portion  of  Western  trade,  which  now,  tbroagh 
other  avenues,  finds  other  markets,  and  the  caHal  would  participate  in  a  Ail 
share  of  that  trade. 

I  should  be  derelict  in  duty  to.the  great  interests  confided  to  my  charge, 
in  concluding  these  remarks  without  inviting  the  attention  of  the  cominiuei 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  company  and  of  its  works. 

Nearly  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  act  passed  the  Legiblature  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  of  three  millions  to  the  stock  of  the  company;  ai4 
after  all  the  conditions  of  the  law  had  been  complied  witli,  as  wesuppoMl 
and  the  subscription  made,  it  was  not  until  about  the  dose  of  the  last  for 
that  the  stock  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  company,  when,  owing  19 
causes  to  which  I  have  referred  in  answer  to  the  3d  interrogatory,  we  hn 
been  prevented  from  making  it  availaUe.    Under  such  circumsianoein 
have  contended  with  great  difficulties,  but  have  still  struggled  on  andiUiii- 
ed  ftvery  nerve  to  avert  the  calamities  with  which  we  are  threatened  tf< 
suspension  of  the  work.    Ry  the  last  return  of  our  commissioner,  we  hi 
upward  of  three  thousand  laborers  in  the  employment  of  our  cootnciott 
These  men  are  dependant  for  their  daily  bread  on  the  contractors,  ao^if 
we  fail  to  pay  punctually,  they  consequently  must.  By  great  exenioni;iB' 
X  the  liberality  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  we  have  been  taiM 

\         to  meet  nearly  the  amount  of  our  engagements  to  the  contractors  fo  the  VA 
of  the  last  month.     On  the  10th  of  this  month  their  estimates  again  becofli 
due ;  and,  without  prompt  relief  is  afforded  us,  a  suspension  of  the  worto 
on  the  whole  line  must  ensue.     The  consequences,  m  such  event,  to  lb 
State,  and  every  interest  connected  with  us,  would  be  deplorable  in  ihetf' 
A    treme.    The  dispersion  of  our  laborers  and  ruin  of  our  contractors,  the  iV' 
'^\  feitaro  of  all  our  contracts  and  consequent  damages,  the  loss  to  the  SM^ 
'..her  two-million  loan,  and  of  her  investments  in  our  stock,  the  ueceirif* 
drawing  upon  her  treasury  for  $120,000  per  annum  to  pay  the  inteie*« 
-two  millions  of  her  stock,  which  has  heretofore  been  punctually  paid  lqrei| 
^mpany,  are  consequences  which,  in  the  event  of  our  suspeiisioOi  eo*" 
not  be  avert!  d.     In  addition  to  the  above  sunimary,  it  should  be  sfifcdil* 
.  the  line  of  nearly  thirty  miles  below  the  Cacapon,  to  be  ojieaed  foriMV0>- 
.  ii(9i  in  the  spring,  must  remain  unfinished  ;  while  the  dam  near  fbeoouD 
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'of  the  Cacapon  will  present  an  impassable  barrier  to  the  trade  of  the  Poto- 
mac above  that  point.  The  alarm  and  distrust  of  the  contractors  on  the 
upper  line,  induced  by  this  inquiry,  are  manifested  by  their  declining  to  em- 
ploy  the  laborers  and  noechanics  who  are  discharged  from  the  works  as  they 
«Lre  finished  on  the  line  below  Cacapon.  This  is  a  very  serious  evil,  for  we 
have  had  great  difficulty  in  procuring  this  labor,  and  its  loss  may  materially 
letard  the  completion  of  the  work.  I  cannot,  in  conclusion,  refrain  from 
expressing  the  hope  that,  by  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  committee  and 
of  the  Legislature,  the  consequences  we  apprehend  may  yet  be  averted. 


No.  2. 


LeUvfrom  T.  S.  Alexander^  Esq.,  to  G.  C.  Washingtm^  Esq.,  Presidsni 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

8iR :  You  will  receive  by  the  messenger  who  delivers  this,  a  summons 
,  requiring  your  attendance  before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the 
.'  tloose  of  Delegates  at  Annapolis,  with  certain  books  and  documents  per- 
•  tUDiDg  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company.  As  the  committee, 
'  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  them  by  the  house,  are  anxious  to 

proceed  with  all  possible  regard  for  the  convenience  of  yourself  and  com- 
'  pttov,  I  would  suggest  that  printed  copi^  of  any  reports  which  are  called 

mt  by  the  subpoena,  if  verified  by  you,  will  be  received  in  the  place  of  the 
-'•  4m^als.  Our  inqniry  into  the  condition  of  your  company  would  be  greatly 
'  iMililated  by  the  preparation,  under  your  direction,  of  a  tabular  statement 
'-'Or  comparative  View  of  the  several  estimates  which  have  been  made  at  vari- 

,008  times,  of  the  cost  of  constructing  the  several  sections  of  your  workj  and 
\  of  the  actual  cost  of  construction,  so  far  as  it  has  been  completed,  and  of  the 
:  008t  or  price  contracted  to  be  paid  for  constructing  the  unfinished  portions 

of  yoqr  work.    The  committee  desire  to  test  the  value  of  the  several  eeti- 
'"  nMw  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  prepared  by  your  authority,  or 
^^Aopted  by  yoii,  in  order  that  they  may  form  some  estimate  of  the  probable 
'''eiM  erf*  completing  the  canal  to  Cumberland. 
^  Respectfully,  yours, 

TH.  S.  ALEXANDER. 


No.  3. 

Annapolis,  February  6,  1838. 

Sir  :  In  die  following  statements  and  remarks  I  have  endeavored  to  com- 

(iffif  with  your  directions  to  me  to  furnish,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  the. inform- 

•tioo  sought  for  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of 

the  House  of  Delegates  o(  Maryland,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  date  January 

It  appears  to  roe  that  the  views  of  the  committee,  expressed  in  the  letter 
f<|clarcea  to,  will  be  met  by  answering  these  two  questions : 

let  What  has  been  the  actual  cost,  so  far  as  constructed,  of  that  portion 
of  the  canal  embraced  in  the  engineer's  estimate,  submiU^  Xo  xVv^  VA^ksSok^ 
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ture  in  January,  1836,  compared  with  that  estimate  and  such  other  estimates 
as  have  subsequently  been  submitted  to  the  board  i    And 

2d.  What  will  be  the  cost  of  the  work  yet  to  be  done  to  finish  the  canal 
to  Cumberland,  applying  such  corrections  to  the  January-1836  estimate,  as 
the  answer  to  the  preening  question  may  siiow  to  be  necessary  7 

1.  How  does  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  done  since  January,  1836,  com- 
pare with  the  engineer's  estimate  of  that  date,  and  with  subsequent  esti- 
mates 1 

It  is  well  known  that  the  operations  of  the  canal  company  during  the 
period  in  question,  have  been  mostly  confined  to  the  27^  miles  next  above 
dam  No.  5,  that  beinir  the  distance  to  the  next  feeder,  dam  No.  6.  With  a 
very  trifling  exception,  indeed,  no  work  has  been  finished  above  the  6th 
dam.  An  inquiry,  therefore,  into  the  actual  cosiy  is  necessarily  limited  to 
the  27i  miles. 

Since  the  *•  January-183G  estimate,*'  there  have  been  two  revised  esti- 
mates of  these  <•  27^  miles  \"  they  hud  reference  to  the  situation  ot  the  woric 
on  the  1st  of  June,  1836,  and  on  the  1st  of  December,  1S36,  respectively. 
The  originals  of  these  two  estimates,  which  are  in  very  full  detail,  I  under- 
stand will  be  placed  in  the  hands  ot  the  committee. 

1  regret  exceedingly  that  an  equally  detailed  estimate  of  these  ^Kl 
miles"  for  the  1st  ot'  January,  1838,  cannot  at  this  moment  be  presented. 
Steps  were  taken  by  mo,  so  soon  as  it  was  thought  there  would  be  occasioa 
for  such  an  estimate,  to  have  it  prepared  without  delay,  but  it  is  not  yet 
completed.  The  greater  part  of  the  materials,  however,  are  at  hand,  aod 
will  all  be  arranged,  it  is  believed,  in  two  weeks  from  this  date. 

Now  ihex  four  Jifths  of  the  work  on  these  ^<  271  miles,"  has  been  done 
{and  of  necessity  nearly  all  of  the  contingent  closeu),  there  cannot,  witboat 
wilful  error  or  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  engineer,  be  any  material 
deviation  from  the  actual  cost  in  an  estimate  made  at  this  time. 

Sufficient  has  been  done  towards  this  estimate  to  enable  rae  to  speak  with 
.  considerable  confidence  of  the  amount  that  will  be  needed  for  these  *^2f^ 
.  miles,"  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  paid. 

I  must  here,  however,  make  one  remark.    In  giving  below  what  it  if 
supposed  will  be  the  actual  cost  of  this  portion  of  the  canal,  vre.  makiao 
allowance  for  the  evil  consequences  that  naay  flow  Irom  the  present  cmbir-  , 
rassed  situation  of  the  company's  affairs.     These  consequences  1  am  oot  I 
prepared  to  estimate.    Without  speedy  relief  they  are  to  be  feared  ;  they  a»  t 
to  be  dreaded  ;  they  may  he  disastrous  to  an  extent  greater  than  cnnnov  f ' 
well  be  imagined  by  persons  not  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  our  present  situation. 

I  will  give  the  several  estimates  of  the  "  27^  miles,"  commencing  with 
Mr.  Cruger's  of  March  20,  1834  : 

Ist  Estimate  of  Mr.  Cruger  for  26^  miles  of  this  divisioUi 
commencing  half  a  mile  above  dam  No.  5,  and  extending 
to  the  Cacapon  river     -  -  -  -  -      $642;336V 

Jidd  for  the  half  mile  next  to  dam  No.  5  944,000,  for  the 
half  mile  above  the  Cacapon  $20,816,  as  subsequently 
estimated  by  Mr.  Fisk  •  .  .  .  •  64,815  W 

ikmouut  of  the  first  estimate  for  the  27^  miles      •  -        707,151  W 


It 

b 
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id.  Estimate  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  the  22d  of  Janoary,  1836,  in- 
cluding the  half  mile  next  above  dam  No.  6,  but  exclu- 
ding the  dam  No.  6,  and  the  half  mile  above  the  Cacapon, 
a  dam  at  this  point  not  then  being  contemplated  -    $1,022,634  00 

Deduct  lock  No.  54,  and  its  lock  house,  not  now  embraced 
in  the  «27J  miles"  division      .  •  .  .  12,869  00 


1,009,665  00 


Ikdd  for  dam  No.  6,  and  guard-lock,  $91,000,  and  for  the 
half  mile  above  the  Cacapon,  $20,815,  as  subsequently 
estimated  by  Mr.  Fisk 111,815  00 


Amount  of  the  second  estimate  for  the  "  27j^  miles"         -  1,121,480  00 

3d.  Estimate  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  June  1,  1836,  exclusive  of 

dam  and  half  mile        .....  1,183,09900 

Deduct  lock  No.  54,  and  its  lock-house,  as  estimated  at 

this  time  (June,  1836)               ....  13,83200 

1,169,267  00 

Add  as  before,  for  dam  and  half  mile        -            -            -  111,815  00 


Amount  of  the  third  estimate  for  the  "  27 1j  miles"  -      1,281,082  00 

4th.  Estimate  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  December,  1836,  for  the 
whole  "27i  miles"  (the  dam  and  half  mile  being  in- 
cluded, and  lock  No.  54,  and  its  lock  house  being  ex- 
cluded)   1,448,269  00 

Stb.  Actual  cost  of  work  done  up  to  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837  1,217,176^6 

^dd  what  it  is  supposed  will  be  necessary  to  complete  this 
work 342,823  04 


(See  my  remarks  above.) 
•Upposed  actual  cost  of  the  « 27^  miles"  -  -  -       1,560,000  00 

The  above  estimates  embrace  all  that  is  chargeable  to  construction, 
deluding  land  damages  and  superintendence. 

For  the  comparison  of  the  several  estimates  to  apply  over  the  whole 
227^  miles,"  as  may  be  seen,  it  is  necessary  to  make  additions  and  deduc- 
c^ns  in  some  instances  of  estimates  made  by  another  person,  or  of  estimates 
^mde  by  the  same  person,  but  at  a  different  time.  In  all  cases,  however, 
t^«  nearest  subsequent  estimate  to  the  one  under  consideration  is  made 
•e  of. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  also,  that  an  estimate  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  in 
^ne,  1835,  for  a  part  of  the  masonry  and  difficult  sections  upon  the  "  27^ 
^Ika,"  in  amount  $647,421 ;  but  as  it  did  not  embrace  near  the  whole  of 
^  division,  it  cannot  be  used  for  comparison.  This  estimate,  however^ 
^fU  ba  in  pbesession  of  the  committee. 
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We  will  place  these  estimates  in  dne  view : 
1st.  Mr.  Cruger's,  March  20,  1834       -  -  -  -     $708,151 

2d.    Mr.  Fisk's,  January  22,  1836        ...  -     1,121,480 

3d.    Mr.  Fisk's,  June  1,  1836  -  -  -  -  -     1,281,082 

4th.  Mr.  Fisk's,  December  1,  1836       -  -  .  -     1,448,269 

6th.  Actual  cost  (in  part  supposition)    -  -  -  -    1,560,000 

It  thus  appears  (and  we  have  the  test  of  an  expenditure  of  upward  of 
$1,200,000  on  the  *'27J^  miles")  that  the  engineer's  estimate  of  January, 
1836,  needs  an  addition  of  40  per  cent,  to  give  tlie  actual  cost. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  explain  this.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the 
legislature,  to  the  canal  company,  to  myself.  I  should  so  deem  it  to  bennda 
any  circumstances,  and  none  the  less  so,  when  1  consider  'that,  accompt- 
nying  the  presentation  of  the  estimate  to  the  Legislature  in  January,  1836^. 
there'was,  in  compliance  with  their  requirement,  a  certificate,  under  oath, 
that  that  was  "  a  correct  estimate,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  jodg* 
ment."  (Reference,  of  course,  is  only  had  to  so  much  of  that  estimate  ai 
was  made  out  by  me,  viz :  from  dam  No.  5  to  the  south  branch,  58  milei; 
the  balance  of  the  distance  to  Cumberland,  19^  miles,  having  been  eatimi- 
ted  by  Mr.  Purcell.) 

An  excess  of  the  actual  beyond  the  estimated  cost  of  work  may  ariss 
from  two  causes :  from  the  work  not  being  done  within  the  prices  of  thi 
estimate,  and  from  an  under  estimate  of  quantities.  Both  shall  be  con- 
sidered : 

1st.  Prices. — It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  every  one,  that,  for  almoiC 
during  the  whole  period  since  January,  1836,  provisions  of  all  kinds,  lod 
labor,  have  been  unusually  high  ;  that  they  could  be  had  only  at  prices iir 
exceeding  former  rates.    For  a  part  of  the  time,  indeed,  no  wages  withffl 
the  bounds  of  reason  could  command  the  requisite  number  of  mecbaniei 
and  laborers  for  carrying  on  our  operations.    Flour,  when  we  were  makitf 
out  the  January-1836  estimate,  could  be  had  at  from  $5  to  $5  50  per  bftfnL 
"What  else  could  be  the  consequence  of  the  change  of  times,  than  a  grot 
increase  of  the  cost  of  work  7    The  masonry  oi  five  of  the  locks  on  itt 
**27A  miles''  costing  upward  of  $60,000,  was  put  under  contract  befcit 
the  Ist  of  January,  1836,  at  prices  15  per  cent,  under  the  engineer's  estini^ 
of  that  date.     The  contract  for  these  locks,  upon  the  change  of  iiweii  *» 
given  up,  and  the  work  relet.      They  are  now  nearly  finished  at  prices* 
per  cent,  above  the  same  estimate.     Many  similar  cases  might  be  eooBfr 
rated,  but  it  can  hardly  be  necessary.     The  board,  you  will  recollect,  bf 
one  order,  made  advances  on  several  contracts,  equivalent  to  nearly  lOjJ 
cent,  on  the  engineer's  estimate  for  the  whole  "27^  miles."    But  even  •• 
this,  and  other  relief,  many  contracts  have  from  time  to  time  been  p** 
up,  and  the  work  relet  at  prices  almost  invariably  from  25  to  40  peic* 
higher  than  the  January-1836  estimate. 

Were  the  prices  of  tliat  estimate  suflScienlly  high  for  the  time  wba* 
was  made  7  They  were  so,  in  my  opinion,  then.  I  have  had  nocii*  J 
think  otherwise  since.  This  assertion,  however,  must,  in  the  nata*« 
things,  be  taken  generally;  for,  in  the  great  number  and  variety  of  iiij 
that  enter  into  an  estimate  of  27^  miles  of  canal,  it  cannot  but  htpp*'** 
there  will  be  instances  where  the  engineer  will  be  under  the  value,  wl* 
upon  an  average  of  the  whole,  he  is  above. 

A  reference  to  the  prices  at  which  similar  work  hlud  been  P'^T'P*^!? 
ccuted  upon  this  canal,  goes  to  sustain  the  assertion  that  the  price*  «*• 
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\nuary-lS36  estimate  were  sufficiently  high  for  the  time;  and  we  have 
ill  additional  evidence  of  it,  in  the  fact  that  the  work  then  under  contract 
as  at  prices  considerably  under  the  estimate,  even  when  the  board  were 
>verned  by  the  rule  not  to  accept  the  lowest  bid,  unless  from  persons  they 
»nsidered  rasponsiblc. 

Our  canal  has  not,  alone,  felt  the  eftects  of  the  chanofe  of  times :  other 
orks  have  equally  suffered.  An  engineer  of  high  standing:,  in  charge  of 
irioiis  works  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  TJudge  Wright),  ia- 
nned  me  a  year  since,  that  the  directors  of  one  of  tne  companies  with 
hich  he  was  connected,  after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject,  ad- 
sd  to  the  prices  of  all  their  contractors  30  per  cent,  for  the  increased  worth 

"work  caused  by  the  change  of  times  in  one  year  ;  that  they  considered 
lis  economy  rather  than  suffer  the  existing  contracts  to  be  abandoned,  and 
ie  work  relet,  as  it  would  inevitably  be,  at  a  still  greater  advance  of  price. 

In  (his  connexion,  I  will  briefly  allude  to  a  very  important  cause  of  the 
■eat  cost  of  work  on  our  canal  j  one  that  has  no  reference  to  changes  of 
DCS,  or  tlie  cost  of  provisions.  I  know  not  that  a  more  appropriate  oc- 
sion  than  this  can  be  selected  for  the  purpose,  inasmuch  as  the  influence 

this  cause,  to  which  1  am  about  to  refer,  has  been  more  severely  felt  on 
e  "  27J  miles"  than  hitherto,  and  will  continue  to  be  felt,  perhaps,  in  a 
II  greater  degree,  in  our  progress  towards  Cumberland,  unless  legislative 
tion  shall  be  efficiently  exerted  to  prevent  it. 

Not  one  individual  of  the  large  body  of  Irish  laborers  along  the  line  of 
e  canal,  dares  testify  against  another  of  their  number  in  a  court  of  justice.' 
murder  may  be  committed — a  hundred  of  them  may  witness  it — and  yet 
a  one  person  can  be  found  who  knows  any  thing  about  it.  The  remairk 
K>n  all  this,  by  the  citizens  of  the  State,  is  very  apt  to  be,  that  these  men 
»  not  interfere  with  the  inhabitants  ;  that  their  quarrels  are  among  them- 
Ivest,  or  between  the  two  parties  into  which  they  are  divided.  Grant,  for 
e  moment,  that  their  quarrels  are  among  themselves.  Who  feel  the  con- 
quences  ?  The  company,  and,  as  a  stockholder,  the  State.  Let  me  men- 
>n  a  few  facts.  I  have  known  a  contractor  on  the  "  27^  miles"  forced  to 
;ve  np  his  contract,  his  shanties  burnt,  and  death  threatened,  if  he  could 
J  caught,  simply  because  the  engineer,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do  under  the 
mtract,  had  discharged  from  the  line  some  notoriously  worthless  and  dis- 
derly  men  ;  and  the  contractor  was  suspected  of  having  given  informa- 
on  to  the  engineer. 

Again :  at  thotime  of  our  greatest  pressure  for  mechanics,  several  excellent 
lasons,  perfect  strangers  to  all  on  the  line,  were  induced  to  go  up  to  the 
eighborhood  of  Hancock.  They  worked  for  one  day,  but  were  given  to 
nderstand  that  they  must  not  remain.  They,  in  consequence,  immediately 
turned  to  Washington. 

Such  are  not  solitary  and  rare  occurrences.  Many,  and  many,  and  many 
n  instance  have  1  known,  in  which  quiet,  peaceable,  orderly,  and  welJ- 
iflposed  persons,  from  among  the  Irish  laborers,  have  been  driven  off* from 
ur  canal,  by  their  countrymen,  simply  from  unwillingness  to  submit  to 
le  dictation  of  a  tyrannical,  secret,  parly  organization,  which,  for  the  last 
•ro  years,  has  been  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  all  law,  all  authority. 

Tnie  it  is^  these  persons  elsewhere  have  their  quarrels  and  disputes  among 
lemselves ;  but  they  have  rarely,  as  has  been  the  case  with  us,  been  per- 
Mtted  to  act  with  that  organization  as  a  body,  that  enables  them  to  control 
le  operations  of  a  whole  work. 


I  277  ]  184 

The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things  will  at  once  suggest  them- 
^seiyes  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  subject.  Mechanics  out  of  em* 
ploy  elsewhere,  often  refuse  to  come  upon  our  work  for  no  other  reasoii, 
than  that  the  laws  of  the  State  afford  them  no  protection  when  upon  iL 
Other  works,  in  other  States,  where  the  laws  are  respected,  have  compar- 
atively a  quiet  and  orderly  body  of  laborers  ;  the  worthless  leave  them,  and 
congregate,  of  course,  where  they  will  be  least  subject  to  tiie  restraints  of 
law. 

But  it  is  not  the  case,  as  admitted  for  the  moment,  that  the  quarrels  of 
these  persons  are  confined  to  themselves.  I  have  known  instances  in  which 
native  citizens,  laboring  upon  the  "  27^  miles"  of  canal,  have  been  driven 
away  from  it ;  and  repeatedly  have  German  laborers  been  forced  to  quit 
the  line. 

This  state  of  things,  alone,  I  know  has  been  very  instrumental  in  keeping 
up  the  high  prices  of  labor  upon  our  canal.  Its  effects  are  felt  in  several 
ways.  It  keeps  down  the  supply  of  labor  below  the  demand.  It  gives  ns 
an  inferior  class  of  workmen.  And  afraid  to  ^ive  them  directions  coutrarr 
to  their  will,  the  contractor  is  sometimes,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  uodeir 
their  control. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  are  upon  our  canal  many  well-dispo«d 
imd  quiet  laborers.  Yet.  although  they  may  even  be  a  majority  in  point  of 
flumbers,  they  are  still  under  the  control  of  (hat  secret  oraain'zation  ot 
which  I  have  spoken.  To  these  well-disposed  persons  T  feel  that  I  shall  & 
a  service,  if  by  any  means  I  can  be  instrumental,  in  the  least,  in  inducio; 
an  action,  by  the  competent  authority,  that  shall  enforce  quiet  and  good 
order  upon  our  work.  It  is  practicable ;  and  recent  movements  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities  of  Washington  and  Allegany  counties  show  that  they 
have  a  willingness  and  disposition  to  give  their  aid.  I  will  refer  !oal«t« 
occurrence.  Having  been  regardless  of  all  civil  authority  on  the  "  27^  miles" 
of  canal,  along  the  narrow  territory  of  the  State  of  Maryland  (at  one  point 
less  than  two  miles  in  width),  the  idea,  at  last,  became  prevalent  among  tbe 
laborers,  that  in  the  mountaiiis  of  Allegany  county  no  force,  in  support 
of  the  laws  of  the  State,  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  Theycoih 
ducted  themselves  accordingly.  At  length,  upon  the  occurrence  of  an  out- 
rage, or  rather  of  several— tearing  down  buildings  and  threatening  livft 
in  open  day,  at  Oldtown.  in  presence  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  by  npwarf 
of  four  hundred  men,  who  had  come  more  than  twelve  mile^  for  the  pur- 
pose— the  sheriff  of  the  coimty,  with  a  military  force  from  Cumberlandand 
other  parts  of  the  county,  together  with  citizens  from  Virginia,  assemhWi  ftt^i 
arrested  ten  of  the  ringleaders,  and  have  them  now  in  jail  awaiting  ibtf  i<«a 
trial.  The  effect  of  this  movement  by  the  authorities  of  Allegany couDtfi  y^ 
80  far  as  we  can  judge  in  the  short  time  that  has  since  elapsed,  has  beat  ^.q. 
and  will  be  of  great  service,  and  has  satisfied  me,  in  addition  to  prefio*  ks-^^ 
observations,  that  provision  can  be  made  by  the  Legislature  that  shall  caB»  ^'^ 
the  laws  of  the  State  to  be  respected  ;  and  if  so,  oife  of  the  great  difficute*  t<i- 
we  have  had  to  encounter  for  the  last  two  years,  in  obtaining  a  sufficieocf  i;^^^ 
of  laborers,  will  be  done  away.  Tliere  will  be  a  great  improvement  in  M  1^^ 
character  of  the  line  ;  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  we  shall  do  ^ 
work  at  less  cost. 

So  firmly  convinced  am  I  of  the  good  effect  of  the  recent  exerdicrf 
civil  authority  in  Allegany  county,  that  I  have  little  doubt,  »hoald,uiifa'    p^ 
tunately,  our  present  embarrassments  end  in  a  total  suspensioii  of  our  vflA    p^e 
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lall  hftve  much  less  to  fear  than  we  otherwise  would  have  from  the 
m  who  will  be  thrown  out  of  employ.  Indeed,  had  this  authority 
lea  exercised,  I  do  not  believe  we  should  have  escaped  thus  long  from 
if  violence  on  the  part  of  the  laborers,  from  want  of  coufidencCi 
d  by  the  inability  of  the  company,  for  the  last  two  months,  promptly 
Bt  its  engagements. 

he  work  should  be  entirely  suspended,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that 
laborers  will  quietly  disperse — suddenly  thrown  out  of  employment, 
tnoney  due  to  them,  and  many  of  them  without  the  means  of  taking 
elsewhere — especially  little  accustomed  as  tliey  are  to  the  restraints 
w. 

me  remarks  lead  me  to  the  consideration  of  another  view  connected 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  high  prices  on  our  canal  compared  with 
worka  The  « 27^  miles"  of  canal  was  commenced  immediately 
the  company  had  been  for  some  considerable  time  in  a  very  embar* 
i  situation.  She  was  in  bad  credit  among  laborers  abroad ;  and  with 
anies,  as  with  individuals,  confidence  is  not  to  be  restored  in  a  mo- 
Men  of  intelligence,  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  work,  easily  make 
{elves  acquainted  with  its  means,  and  satisfy  themselves  of  its  solven- 
Mit  for  its  operations  a  company  has  to  depend  upon  a  large  number 
>orers  who  are  to  be  induced  to  come  from  a  distance,  a  class  of  mea 
e  opinions  of  the  public  works  of  the  country  depend  upon  common 
I,  to  change  which  requires  time ;  and,  besides,  they  are  persons  who 
seldom  the  means  to  travel  far.  Often,  indeed,  have. their  employers 
Y  their  travelling  expenses  in  getting  them  from  one  wcrk  to  another. 
)uld  be  understood  that  all, the  laborers  previously  upon  the  canal  had 
i  before  the  commencement  of  operations  on  the  "  27^  miles,"  and  that 
had  left  it  under  no  very  favorable  impressions, 
e  are  now  again  experiencing  the  commencement  of  a  recurrence  of 
irrassnipnts  similar  to  those  I  have  referred  to  as  having  occurred  im- 
atcly  prior  to  the  placing  under  contract  the  "  27A  miles."  I  have  said 
ar  embarrassments ;  but  if  continued,  the  consequences  will  be  much 
I  serious. 

hat  are  the  facts  7  Under  all  the  difficulties  of  which  I  have  spokea 
)yiou8  embarrassments,  the  change  of  times,  and  the  want  of  a  proper 
ise  of  civil  authority — wo  had  at  last  succeeded,  in  the  course  of  up- 
of  two  years,  by  sending  agents  to  the  north,  and  by  high  wages,  in 
iDg  to  our  work  a  large  number  of  mechanics  and  laborers,  jiist  as 
ere  drawing  toward  a  close  our  operations  upon  the  "  27^  miles."  la 
»taie  of  things,  what  was  the  course  indicated  by  economy  and  good 
I  founded  on  past  experience  ?  A  plain  and  manifest  one.  Place  un* 
:>ntract  the  balance  of  the  work  to  Cumberland,  that  should  give  em- 
^ent  to  every  mechanic  and  laborer  thrown  out  of  employ  from  time 
le  by  the  gradual  completion  of  the  several  contracts  along  the  *•  27^ 
."  This  the  board  attempted  to  do,  but  have  been  defeated  by  a  want 
^ns.  Already  have  we  witnessed  the  consequences  to  an  extent  that 
mid  money  only  can  make  good.  Mechanics,  that  ought  immediately 
Ve  found  employment  on  the  work  above,  as  the  masonry  drew  to  a 
last  fall  upon  the  "27 J  miles,"  have,  for  want  of  that  employment, 
Ur  work  and  gone  elsewhere.  Many  of  the  laborers,  also,  have  done 
^kxofd.  To  such  an  extent  has  this  gone,  that  I  feel  confident,  let  what 
be  done  now  to  lessen  the  evil  consequences,  we  cannot,  short  of  a 
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year  in  time,  and  a  continuance  of  high  wages  for  a  long  period,  make 
good  what  we  have  lost.  I  repeat,  deliberately  re|)ent  it  as  my  firm  belief 
that  our  work  could  have  been  finished  to  Cumberland  one  year  sooner 
than  it  now  will  be,  if  our  operations  could  have  gone  on  without  the  ex- 
isting embarrassments  from  a  want  of  means  ;  and  that  with  this  extension 
of  time,  will  !)e  connected  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  high  wages  to  indooe 
men  to  come  back  to  our  work,  although  produce  may  fall,  and  wages  be 
reduced  elsewhere.  Immediate  relief,  though  it  cannot  remedy  the  past, 
may  yet  do  much  to  lessen  the  anticipated  and  dreaded  consequences  of 
the  present  state  of  afiiiirs. 

As  evidence  in  part  of  some  of  the  preceding  remarks,  I  will  eive  the 
amount  of  work  done  per  month  above  dam  No.  5,  ever  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  "  27^  miles."  The  statement  will  show  how  slowly  and 
gradually  we  were  able  to  increase  the  force  upon  the  work,  under  the 
various  difficulties  that  were  to  be  contended  with. 

The  amount  of  work  in  the  first  month  of  operations,  August, 

1835,  was 98^996 

In  the  three  next  months  of  September,  October,  and  November, 

1835,  the  anK)unt  of  work,  per  month,  was   ...  2lfltS 
In  December,  1835,  and  January  and  February,  1836  (in  win- 
ter  there  is  always  less  done  per  month),  the  amount  of  work, 

per  month,  was         ......  17^ 

In  March,  April,  and  May,  1836,  per  month      -  -  .  Sljail 

In  June,  July,  and  August,  1836,  per  month    ...  43,911 

In  September,  October,  and  November,  1836,  per  month  -  45J0SK 

In  December,  1836,  and  January  and  February,  1837  (winter 

month — see  remark  above),  per  month  .  .  •  40^19 

In  March,  April,  and  May,  1837,  per  month     -  -  -  63^873 

In  June,  July,  and  August,  1837,  per  month    ...  9ifft 

In  September,  October,  and  November,  1837,  per  month  -  KMJtn 

Let  the  force  now  upon  the  canal  (already  weakened,  as  has  been  it* 
marked,  particularly  as  regards  mechanics)  be  driven  from  it,  and  hendr 
tered  around  among  the  other  works  of  the  country ;  and,  I  ask,  shall  le 
not  go  back  to  our  situation  in  1835,  and  be  forced,  upon  the  renewilrf 
the  work,  to  retrace  our  steps  with  the  same  slow  advance  ? 

From  what  has  already  occurred,  if  for  no  other  reason,  wages  muil,fa 
some  considerable  time,  continue  high.  Of  the  effect,  some  idcamafte 
formed  when  it  is  cpnsidered  that  an  advance  of  3  per  cent,  alone  ^ 
$100,000  to  the  cost  of  the  work  remaining  to  be  done  to  reach  Comber 
land  ;  and  besides,  add  but  one  year  to  the  time  required  for  the  compkliBi 
of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  and  you  add  6  per  cent,  interest  on  thelffr 
million  loan,  equal  to  $120,000,  that  has  to  be  repaid  from  funds  approprii' 
ted  to  the  construction  of  the  canal. 

I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  having  made  remarks  on  some  subjads  iW 
may  be  supposed  not  properly  within  my  province  to  speak  oi.  I  taw 
made  them  because  I  know  the  engineer's  estimate,  in  public  opinioB,  ii 
often  held  accountable  for  consequences  over  which  the  engineer  bmWi 
control. 

I  do  not  hold  myself  responsible  in  the  least  degree  for  any  of  the  ineiMV 
of  the  actual,  beyond  the  estimated  cost  of  tlie  work,  so  far  as  utiaiiww^ 
by  either  of  the  causes  of  high  prices,  of  which  I  have  spoken  of  MWif 
them,  because  1  deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  tbe  odf 
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athority  that  has  the  power  to  apply  the  corrective.  My  duty,  because 
'om  my  situation  1  feel  myself  better  qualified  than  any  other  one  to  speak 
f  them. 

I  will  here  make  a  remark,  in  view  ol  the  early  completion  of  the  canal 
>  Cumberland  beinjs^  very  desirable.  In  ordinary  times,  when  labor  can 
B  commanded,  and  the  civil  authority  is  respected,  30,  40,  or  60  miles  of 
iDal  can  be  constructed  in  the  same  time  as  20  miles.  Over  50  miles^ 
lere  wilt  be  double  the  number  of  contractors,  and  there  can  be  double 
le  number  of  laborers  that  there  will  be  on  25  miles.  This  remark  is 
lade  for  the  sake  of  adding,  that  if  the  circumstances  of  the  company  for 
le  next  year  or  two  force  them  to  confine  their  operations  to  a  portion  only 
f  the  60  miles  between  dam  No.  6  and  Cumberland,  you  will  add  that 
aach  to  the  time  needed  for  reaching  that  point. 

1  will  close  this  part  of  my  remarks  by  quoting  from  my  evidence  before 
L  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  March,  1836,  viz :  <*  I  can  readily 
angine  circumstances  to  occur,  going  to  enhance,  while  I  can  think  of 
loiie  tending  to  diminish,  the  cost  of  labor,  and  of  course  the  prices  of  work 
ipon  which  the  present  estimate  [that  of  January  1836]  is  based." 

S&l.  The  next  subject  for  consideration  in  re^rd  to  the  increased  cost  of 
he  <<27^  miles"  is,  whether  any  part  of  it  is  chargeable  to  an  under  esti* 
Date  of  quantities  in  January,  1836.  I  answer,  plainly,  in  the  aflSrmative. 
There  is  an  increase  of  quantities  in  construction  beyond  the  estimate,  but 
lot  to  an  extent  that  can  comparatively  be  considered  ot  importance. 

So  soon  as  the  revised  estimate  of  the  "  27^  miles,"  now  in  preparation,. 
!iaU  be  closed,  it  wilt  be  in  the  power  of  any  one,  by  comparing  the  quan- 
ties  of  the  estimate  of  January,  1836,  and  the  present  one,  to  ascertain  the 
lerease  in  cubic  yards  of  each  item  of  work. 

Accompanying  the  final  estimate  of  the  '<  274  miles"  after  its  entire  com- 
letion,  there  shall  be  an  analysis  of  the  original  and  of  the  final  estimates,, 
lowing  how  much  of  each  is  for  the  protnotion  of  the  trunk  of  the  canal 
id  of  its  banks — work,  as  regard  quantities,  not  contingent ;  and  how  much 

for  the  preparation  of  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground,  upon  which  the^ 
mbankments  rest,  and  for  the  security  required  to  guard  against  leakage 
:id  breaches,  which  are  contingent,  and  the  amount  of  which  must  depend 
pon  information  acquired  and  discoveries  made  during  the  progress  of  con- 
ruction  ;  and  further,  shall  be  shown  where,  and  to  what  extent,  there  has 
^n  a  change  of  items,  from  less  to  more  costly,  and  the  reverse,  caused  by 
keeting  in  the  excavations  with  a  different  kind  of  materials  from  what 
'as  anticipated. 

The  result  will  show  that  the  main  increase  of  quantities  is  in  the  con- 
ticent  item  required  to  make  the  canal  secure,  that  could  not  with  certainty 
d  known  until  after  construction.  My  directions  to  the  assistant  engineers 
t  immediate  charge  of  the  work  have  invariably  been  never  to  stop  short 
r  safety  in  construction,  at  any  point,  from  the  consideration  of  there  hav- 
ig  been  error  in  originally  supposing  that  a  less  amount  of  expense  would 
i«ke  the  work  secure  at  such  a  point.  But,  as  before  remarked,  the  in- 
T'tBMe  of  the  actual  over  the  estimated  cost  would  not  be  considered,  com- 
^ratively,  of  much  account,  had  there  been  no  increase  of  the  prices  of  the 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  engineer,  in  the  estimate  of  January,  1836, 
light  to  have  made  a  larger  contingent  allowance.  To  this  I  reply  that 
I&  estimate  so  far  exceeded  some  of  the  preceding  estimates  j  that  it  wal^ 
»lidbmll)y  maoy,  at  the  time,  to  be  ndneh  too  high.    Under  such  cir« 
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cumstances,  it  was  natural  that  the  person  making  the  estimate  shoald  have 
had  some  distrust  of  himself,  and  that  the  effect  upon  him  should  be  ao  im- 
pression that  he  had,  if  either  way,  been  too  liberal  in  the  details  of  the  es- 
timate in  providing  for  the  worst ;  and  that  therefore,  a  still  further  provis- 
ion in  the  shape  of  a  general  contingent  allowance  was  not  necessary. 
Such,  under  the  circumstances,  might  naturally  occur. 

I  will  here  notice,  as  I  think  not  unappropriately,  the  opinion  that  was  at 
one  time  quite  prevalent,  but  which  1  am  aware  is  fast  losing  ground,  that 
the  canal  is  constructed  upon  a  plan  and  of  dimensions  much  too  costly. 

Such  persons  have  always  referred  to  the  Erie  canal.  To  those,  if  then 
4ireany,  who  still  consider  our  canal  too  large,  because  the  Erie  canal  was 
made  smaller,  I  would  say  that  that  canal  is  now  in  the  progress  of  enlarge- 
ment to  a  width  of  twenty  feet,  and  a  depth  one  foot,  greater  than  our  cam 
And  to  those  who  think  our  work  is  upon  too  costly  a  mode  and  plan  of 
construction,  I  would  say  that  the  locks  and  aqueducts  on  the  enlargemeot 
of  the  Erie  canal  are  now  in  the  progress  of  construction  upon  plans  fifty 
per  cent,  more  costly  than  the  corresponding  work  upon  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal. 

I  will  close  my  answer  to  the  first  of  the  two  questions  that  I  proposed  10 
myself  in  the  commencement  of  this  communication,  by  saying  that  I  will 
gladly  and  willing^ly,  and  that  I  am  anxious  to  do  so,  give  any  explanatioas 
of  the  several  engineers'  estimates,  that  I  am  informed  will  be  placed  in  poi- 
jjession  of  the  committee,  that  the  committee  may  think  necessary  to  aid 
them  in  their  inquiries. 

The  last  of  the  two  questions  that  1  propose  to  answer,  now  comes  up  lor 
consideration. 

2.  What  will  be  the  cost  of  tlie  work  yet  to  bis  done  to  finish  the  canal  to 
Cumberland,  applying  such  corrections  to  the  January-1836  estimate  as  the 
answer  to  the  preceding  question  shows  to  be  necessary  ? 

No  corrected  revised  estimate  for  the  work  now  reniaiuin^r  to  be  done  to 
reach  Cumberland,  has  been  made  since  January,  1836.  There  has  oolf 
been  a  revised  estimate  of  so  much  of  the  work  as  was  put  under  contract  ata 
letting  in  September  last,  made  at  that  time.  The  original  of  this  estimilo 
will  be  in  possession  of  the  committee.  This  estimate  was  based,  in  part, 
upon  a  revision  of  the  location  and  calculations  of  January,  1836,  and  to  that 
extent  such  corrections  were  applied  as  were  found  to  be  necessary ;  and  so 
far  as  this  revision  of  location  and  calculation  was  not  made,  still  snob  cor- 
rections were  applied  to  the  quantities  and  prices  of  the  January-1836 erti- 
mate,  as  jud^ent  indicated,  in  view  of  the  information  and  experieoca 
acquired  on  tne  <<  27^  miles." 

At  the  letting  referred  to  (September,  1837)  there  was  work  let  to  tlia 
4imount  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars. 

I  have  taken  the  sections  of  this  September  letting,  and  to  the  qoantiM 
of  the  estimate  of  that  date  have  applied  the  prices  at  which  the  wofk  vai 
let,  and  find  that  the  result,  which  in  amount  exceeds  one  and  a  halt  nir 
lions,  40^3,  per  cent,  above  the  January-1836  estimate  of  the  same  work.  A 
per  centage  very  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  aciual^  above  the  eaUinalBd 
•coetofthe«27i  nules-" 

We  will  no\r  ascertain  what  will  be  necessary  to  finish  the  canal  to  Com- 
berland,  adding  40  per  cent,  to  the  January-1836  estimate  : 
1st  Mr  Fisk's  estimate  of  January,  1836,  from  dam  No.  6  to 

Gacapon •    $lfia2fii 

Sd.  Mr.  FiaWa  ealimBltAoCaame  date,  thence  to  Iha  S.Bfaiidli.     UnSfitS 
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3d.  Mr.  Pnrceil's  estimate  of  same  date,  thence  to  Cumberlnnd  745,03r 

3,560,61* 

Add  40  per  cent.       --.-..  1,424,248- 

Add  dam  No.  6  and  grand  lock  (the  first  estimate)    -            -  91,000 
Add  increased  cost  of  section  257,  caused  by  dam  No.  6   (the 

first  estimate)         ......  14,881 

Add  increased  cost  of  section  258  (from  recollection,  accident- 
ally not  having  at  hand  the  correct  amount)           -            -  24,000 
Add  increased  cost  at  Cumberljmd,  by  continuing  the  canal 

three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  near  the  mouth  of  Will's  creek    -  36,180 

Total  cost  of  construction  from  dam  No.  5  to  Cumberland      -       5,150,928- 
Deduct  amount  of  work  done  on  the  ist  December,  1837,  on 

the  same  line,  as  appears  from  my  estimate  book,  viz : 
Between  dams  Nos.  5  and  6  -  -         $1,216,766  96 

Bstveen  dam  No.  6  and  Cumberland        -  177,861  52 


1,394,62» 

Total  of  construction  remaining  to  be  done,  to  finish  the  canal 
'       to  Cumberland,  on  the  1st  December,  1837  -  -       3,756,299- 

'  To  this  sum  of  83,756,299,  there  should  be  added  the  present  debts  of 
the  company — there  should  be  added  $120^000  multiplied  by  the  number 
of  years  that  will  be  required  to  reach  Cumberland  (interest  on  the  two-mil* 
lion  loanV  and  there  should  be  added,  also,  the  cost  of  land  yet  to  be  ac- 
quired— besides  the  contingent  expenses  of  oflicers,  <tc. 

The  items  in  this  statement  of  dam  No.  o,  and  the  consequent  increased 
cost  of  sections  257  and  258,  and  of  the  extension  of  the  canal  into  Cum* 
berland,  did  not  enter  into  the  January-1836  estimate. 

Dam  No.  6  was  not  a  part  of  the  plan  of  the  canal  when  that  estimate- 
i^as  made — because,  with  means  sufficient  for  a  simultaneous  construction 
of  the  whole  line  to  Cumberland,  or  even  with  only  means  enough  for  the 
construction  of  the  canal  to  the  site  of  what  is  now  called  dam  No.  7,  the- 
cost  of  this  dam  (No.  6)  could  have  been  dispensed  with. 

But  when  the  construction  of  that  dam  was  determined  upon,  the  situa* 
tion  of  the  canal  company  was  this  :  either  it  must  be  built,  or  else,u|ion  the 
completion  of  the  "27^  miles"  «f  canal,  there  would  be  no  feeder  to  fill  it, 
At  least  two  or  three  years  afterward,  or  longer,  should  there  be  difficulty 
in  raising  the  means  to  prosecute  the  work. 

1  must  not  be  misunderstood,  however,  as  saying  that  dam  No.  6  will  not 
in  lime  prove  very  serviceable  to  the  canal  company,  in  view  of  a  future 
jmprovement  of  the  Cacapon  ;  for,  if  necessary,  1  could  give  reasons,  as  I 
tliink,  satisfactory  to  show  that  it  will  be.  Yet  its  construction  might  have^ 
been  deferred  until  after  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  could 
the  company  have  liad  at  command  a  sufficiency  of  means :  and  as  to  the 
extension  of  the  canal  into  Cumberland,  in  my  opinion  it  was  necessary.  I 
am  aware  others  may  think  differently. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  B.  FISK,  Chief  Engineer. 

Hon.  G.  C.  Washington, 

President  Ches,  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
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No.  4. — General  abstract  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure*  •/  An 

inUu 


Dr. 

Receipts  in  the 

A«re 

month. 

ct 

To  capital  stock       -            -            -            - 

$788  97 

$3,81< 

To  State  of  Maryland 

— 

2fm 

To  profit  and  loss    -            -            -            - 

— 

s 

To  acquisition  of  lands 

. 

1 

To  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 

— 

266 

To  construction  of  the  canal 

— 

C 

To  engineer  department 

— 

8 

To  interest               .... 

3,376  93 

66 

To  law  expenses     -            -            -            - 

— 

2 

To  Potomac  Company : 

General  account 

. 

Unclaimed  dividends  - 

_ 

Tolls  account  -            -            -            - 

. 

26, 

..  To  itolls  account      .            .            -            - 

— 

160, 

.  To  notes  payable    -            -            .            - 

80,000  00 

162^ 

.  To  notes  reissuable — under  $5 

6,834  98 

79^ 

$5  and  upward 

67,740  91 

212^ 

147,741  79 

Deduct  transfer 

1,224  86 

146,516  93 

j.§taitement  of  warrants  which  have  issued 

upon  the  Treasurer,  and  have  been  by 

;  jiiim  addressed,  but  have  not  been  paid  or 

'\  charged  by  the  several  banks  on  which 

/^they  were  drawn,  viz  : 

v^KMhington  County,  No.  7,697,^1,682  40 

7,734,       800  80 

2,483  20 

,  Bank  of  the  MeUiopolis,     7,701 , 

\  Farmers  and  Mechanics',  7,733,       110  34 

7  44 

7,750,         18  00 

122  34 
15,000  00 

^ffaiMc  of  Washington,       7,763, 

17,612  98 

6^»^ 

Office  of  the  Treasurer  Chesapeake  and  Ohio) 
Canal  Co.,  WasMngton^  January  1, 1838.         y 
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{  Ohio  Canal  Company^  and  ef  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
ber,  1837. 

Cr. 


Disbarsements  in 

Aggregate  expen- 

the month. 

ditures. 

ation  of  Washington 

__ 

$176,000  00 

ation  of  Georgetown 

— 

41,400  00 

^nt  expenses      .            .            - 

— 

37,370  21 

ition  of  lands 

— 

342,739  69 

•n  section 

— 

4,037  08 

uction  of  the  canal 

$132,297  41 

6,606,694  70 

)er  department      -            -            - 

— 

196,670  23 

jt              -            .            -            . 

16,188  33 

226,849  61 

qpenses     -            .            -            - 

- 

21,384  14 

lac  Company : 

ral  account           .            -            - 

373  66 

umed  dividends  - 

5  66 

11  10 

account               ,            -            . 

- 

13,426  07 

ccount      -            -            .            - 

- 

1,222  38 

'  lock-keepers 

- 

24,238  26 

*  officers   -            -            -            - 

2,393  00 

74,229  02 

es             -            -            -            - 

— 

842  80 

ig             .            . 

653  12 

8,728  63 

lerjr          ,           -           •           . 

121  25 

2,671  37 

151,658  66 

6,776,788  94 

Deduct  transfer 

1,600  00 

150,158  66 

es  to  the  credit  of  the  Chesapeake 

io  Canal  Company  in — 

ted  States,  Washington    - 

34  09 

Washington 

17,431  18 

Jank         .            .            .            . 

1,080  71 

he  Metropolis 

6003 

ind  Mechanics'  Bank,  Georgetown 

1,039  17 

r 

nk           -            .            -            . 

146  66 

i^otomac,  Alexandria 

1,230  26 

nd  Bank  of  Allegany 

on  County  Bank,  Williamsport    - 

1,670  88 
1,616  18 

he  Valley,  Charlestown    - 

12  09 

he  Valley,  Leesburg 

419  68 

24,740  93 

6,800,529  87 

ROBERT  BARNARD,  Tyeaswer. 
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mth  annual  report  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
nd  Ohio  Canal  Company^  to  the  stockholders,  made  June  3, 1830. 

^as  confidently  believed  by  the  president  and  directors,  when  the  last 
aI  report  was  made  to  the  stockholders,  that,  at  least  for  the  ensuing 
they  would,  in  a  great  measure,  be  relieved  front  a  recurrence  of  the 
and  embarrassments  which  had  beset  them  for  several  preceding 
;  but  those  anticipations  were  not  realized,  and  they  have  with  great 
iiity  been  enabled  to  prosecute  the  works  under  contract  without  any 
^n  of  the  labor  employed  on  them. 

le  history  of  the  internal  improvements  of  this  country,  it  is  believed^ 
faroish  no  instance  of  any  great  public  work  which,  in  its  prosecution, 
sonCended  with  more  difficulties  than  has  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
I,  from  its  commencement  to  the  present  day.  Had  tne  means  for  its 
ous  prosecution  been  supplied  as  the  wants  of  the  company  required 
,  the  canal  would  long  since  have  been  completed  to  Cumberland,  and 
d  now  be  yielding  to  the  stockholders  a  satisfactory  dividend  on  their 
tments.  The  cost,  too,  of  its  construction,  would  have  been  less  by 
ibly  25  or  30  per  cent.,  as  we  should  not  have  been  subjected  to  the 
competition  for  labor,  or  to  the  high  price  it  has  commanded  for  the 
wo  or  three  years. 

though,  by  legislative  enactments  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  provision 
)een  made  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  the  conditions,  how- 
onerous,  have  been  accepted  by  the  company,  yet  have  the  means  in- 
d  for  this  purpose  been  so  long  withheld  from  us  as  to  restrict  our 
itions,  delay  the  work,  and  frequently  to  drive  us  to  the  very  point  of 
(nsion.  Such  was  the  case  in  regard  to  the  subscription  of  $3,000,000 
e  part  of  the  State,  authorized  by  an  act  passed  in  June,  1836.  Nearly 
^ears  elapsed  before  her  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  only  $2,600,000,  were  ' 
d  at  our  disposal ;  and  not  even  then,  until  questions  had  been  agitated 
le  legislature  afiectine  the  obligations  of  the  State  under  her  subscrip- 
and  the  validity  of  the  contract  with  the  company  for  the  sale  of  her 
s.  These  movements,  and  the  long  delay  in  rendering  the  subscrip- 
it  all  available,  were  well  calculated  to  retard  the  prosecution  of  the 
,  and  to  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  company,  which  were  then,  as 
have  been  since,  greatly  aggravated  by  legislative  investigations  into 
fiairs  of  the  company,  producing  no  other  results  than,  for  the  time, 
^te  distmst  in  the  public  mind,  injuriously  to  afiiact  the  credit  of  the 
»any,  and  often  to  defeat  every  effort  to  negotiate  for  means  to  pay  our 
actors  and  laborers. 

short  time  bnfore  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  we 
Qed  possession  of  the  State  bonds,  and  were  flattered  with  the  hope  of 
sing  of  them  in  the  European  market,  at  a  loss  of  not  more  than  6  per 
on  the  price  we  had  contracted  to  pay  the  Slate,  of  20  per  cent,  pre- 
1.  We  instructed  our  agent,  Mr.  Peabody,  accordingly;  but  were 
informed  by  him  that  the  bonds  were  not  in  a  saleable  form,  and  could 
6  disposed  of  but  at  a  greater  sacrifice  than  we  were  willing  to  incur; 
9  same  time,  advising  us  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for  a  substitution  of 
cent,  sterling  bonds  for  the  6  per  cents,  we  had  received,  and,  in  the 
time,  to  effect  loans  on  hypothecation  of  the  bonds.    We  adopted  the 
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advice  of  Mr.  Peabody,  and  for  the  last  twelve  months  have  relied  entirely 
on  loans.  But  the  embarrassments  of  the  money-markets,  both  in  England 
and  this  country,  within  that  time,  could  not  be  foreseen ;  and  we  have 
consequently  experienced  great  difficulty  in  making  n^otiations,  and  in- 
deed, at  times,  have  found  it  impossible  to  borrow  money  on  the  best  secu- 
rities. On  this,  and  other  subjects  of  interest  to  the  stockholders,  the 
{^resident  of  the  company  made  a  communication  to  the  governor  of  Mary- 
and,  which  he  laid  before  the  legislature  at  its  last  session.  It  is  deemed 
proper  that  it  be  appended  to  this  report,  for  the  information  of  the  stock- 
holders.  The  report,  also,  of  the  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Fisk,  accompanying 
his  revised  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  work,  and  extending  over 
the  whole  line  from  dam  No.  5  to  Cumberland,  embracing  a  distance  oC 
77^  miles,  had  just  been  finished,  and  submitted  to  the  board,  and  accom- 
panied the  communication  of  the  president  to  the  executive  of  Maryland. 
It  is  highly  interesting,  as  showing  the  causes  of  the  increased  estimates 
on  this  work,  and  in  presenting  a  comparative  view  of  its  cost  as  contrasted 
with  similar  works  elsewhere.    It  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  internal  improvement  companies  of  the  State,  named  in  the  act  of 
1836,  memorialized  the  legislature  at  its  last  session,  asking  for  a  conver* 
sion  of  the  6  per  cents,  granted  under  that  act,  into  5  per  cent,  sterliof 
bonds.    This  measure  was  adopted  near  the  close  of  the  session,  by  the 
passage  of  ''An  act  to  provide  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  subscription  of 
the  State  to  works  of  internal  improvement,"  chap.  386.     It  relieves  the 
State  from  the  obligation  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  for  the  first  tbiee 
years,  and  requires  it  of  the  company  for  that  time.    In  consideraticm  of 
the  abovenamed  provision,  the  commissioner  of  loans  is  authorized  to  ia» 
to  the  company  5  per  cent,  sterling  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  $3,200,000;  in 
place  of  the  $2,600,000  six  per  cents,  heretofore  issued,  and  of  the  $500,0(0 
held  by  the  treasurer  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the  premium  of  20  per 
cent,  required  under  the  act  of  1836.    The  company  is  required  to  retom 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  the  bonds  heretofore  placed  at  its  disposal,  and 
which  have  been  hypothecated  in  its  negotiations  for  loans  in  this  country 
and  Europe.    This  will  be  arranged  by  a  substitution  of  the  new  stock,  m 
by  its  sale  so  soon  as  it  can  be  effected.    By  advice  recently  received  from 
our  agent  in  liOndon,  we  ar(3  led  to  believe  that  the  principal  portion  of  our 
loans  in  England  on  hypothecations  of  State  stock  may  be  continued,  so  tf 
to  afford  us  time  gradually  to  discharge  them,  and  relieve  us  from  the  neces- 
sity of  forcing  large  sales  under  unfavorable  circumstances. 

We  have  ^en,  also,  much  indebted  to  the  liberality  and  indulgence  of 
our  creditors  in  this  country,  who  have  made  us  loans  on  the  6  per  cent 
bonds  of  the  State,  and  so  far  have  been  enabled  to  protect  them  from  mk 
or  sacrifice. 

A  further  act  was  passed  by  the  last  legislature,  entitled  "An  act  lelatinr 
to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,"  chapter  396  ;  by  which  an  additinoil 
subscription  was  authorized,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  of  $1,376,000  to  tki 
stock  of  this  company.  Its  provisions  are  similar  to  those  of  the  firstnaiDBi 
act,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  by  the  company,  and  the  » 
curities  to  be  given  to  the  State  for  her  protection.  To  the  full  amonnttf 
this  subscription,  the  commissioner  of  loans  is  authorized  to  issue  6  per  cat 
sterling  bonds,  and  (as  both  acts  provide)  reedeemable  at  the  pleasaie  d 
the  State,  after  the  expiration  of  fifty  years.  In  the  passase  of  this  mensuiv^ 
the  legislature  was  fully  a^^trized^  from  the  late  revised  estimale  of  ear 
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f  engineer,  then  before  thero,  that  the  subscription  authorized  by  this 
^oald  be  inadequate  to  the  completion  of  the  canal ;  but  it  was  deemed 
le  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  until  the  next  December  session — 
leaving  the  implied  understanding  that  the  further  means  necessary  to 
inal  completion  of  the  work  to  Cumberland  will  be  provided  for  by 
rucceeding  legislature. 

hese  measures  were  adopted,  after  a  full  and  protracted  investigation 
the  affairs  of  the  company,  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
%j  and  under  a  deep  conviction  of  the  policy  and  necessity  of  ensuring;,. 
irther  aid,  a  vigorous  prosecution,  and  the  early  completion  of  a  worS, 
hich  the  State  had  already  invested  a  large  amount  of  capital,  and  on 
success  of  which  so  many  important  interests  are  dependant  The 
eedings  and  testimony  in  the  investigation  before  the  Internal  Improve- 
t  Committee  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  into  the  affairs  of  this  company,, 
le  last  session,  were  all  ordered  to  be  printed ;  but,  with  the  exception 
le  report  of  the  chairman,  and  a  communication  from  him  to  the  House, 
lot  as  yet  in  type.  As  showing,  however,  the  nature  and  objects  of 
inquiry,  the  report  of  the  chairman  (whose  conclusions,  we  are  author- 
in  saying,  were  never  adopted  by  the  committee)  is  hereto  appended, 
ther  with  the  communication  from  the  president  of  this  company, 
essed  to  the  legislature,  in  reply  to  that  report.  The  president  and 
;tors  deem  it  due  to  themselves,  their  motives  and  conduct  having  been 
ni4erstood  and  impugned,  to  present  these  documents  to  the  stock- 
ei3P^,%liowing  the  character  of  the  charges,  and  the  refutation  of  them, 
ing  dn  a  full  acquittal  from  censure,  either  as  to  motive  or  conduct,  in 
barging  the  high  and  important  trust  which  has  been  confided  to  them, 
also  due  to  our  able  chief  engineer,  whose  estimates  have  been  criti- 
d  in  the  report  referred  to. 

?he  company  has  complied  with  the  conditions  of  both  acts,  by  a  formal 
eptance  of  them,  and  by  executing  and  delivering  to  the  treasurer  of 
Western  Shore  of  Maryland  such  instruments  of  writing  as  were  satis- 
tory  to  him,  including  liens  on  all  the  property  and  revenues  of  the 
opany,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  interest,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
ions  of  those  acts.  The  treasurer  has  made  the  additional  subscription 
81,375,000  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company,  and  has  notified  the 
nmissioner  of  loans  of  the  compliance,  on  our  part,  with  the  require- 
nts  of  both  acts.  We  have  also  had  a  satisfactory  understanding:  with 
treasurer  as  to  the  transmission  of  the  bonds  to  England,  and  their  sub- 
Jtion  for  the  6  per  cents,  in  that  country  and  at  home.  The  plates  for 
new  bonds  have  been  procured,  and  in  a  few  days  the  commissioner  of 
IS  will  be  prepared  to  commence  their  issue  to  the  company,  and  will 
s  them  executed  with  the  least  possible  delay.  He  is  also  directed 
pter  386)  to  issue  to  the  company  bonds  of  a  similar  description,  to  the 
^nt  of  Jjl20,000,  in  return  for  the  advances  made  by  our  company  to 
Eastern  Shore,  and  the  Annapolis  and  Elkridge  Railroad  Companies, 
-^  a  resolution  of  the  legislature,  passed  at  December  session,  1837; 
^o  authority  having  been  conferred  on  the  treasurer  by  the  last  legisia- 
^  settle  either  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  those  advances,  or  on 
S  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  State,  issued  under  the  act  of  1836,  and  in 
[^of  her  subscription,  he  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  adjust  our  claims 
^  legislative  enactment. 


As.the  securities,  which  will  soon  be  in  possession  of  the  company,  xnH 
laise,  should  nothing  unforseen  occur,  ample  means  for  the  dischoige  of  lU 
its  liabilities,  and  should  entitle  it  to  high  credit,  at  the  same  time  juatifyioc 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work,  we  look  with  confidence  to  a  libem 
policy,  on  the  part  of  our  creditors,  by  which  we  may  expect,  without 
sacrifice  of  the  bonds,  to  render  them  available,  within  a  reasonable  time, 
for  the  payment  of  our  debts,  and  the  prosecution  of  the  works. 

The  means  ut  the  control  of  the  company,  and  applicable  to  the  discharge 
of  its  debts,  and  the  construction  of  the  works,  amount  to  94,936,997,  viz: 
In  exchange  for  $3,000,000,  6  per  cents,  of  the  State,  the  com- 
pany will  receive,  of  5  per  cent  sterling  bonds,  payable  in 

London $3,200,001 

In  like  bonds  for  new  subscription       ....     1,37S[0(IO 
In  like  bonds  for  advances  to  railroad  companies  -  -        IViflSi 

Stock  of  the  corporation  of  Washington  ...        106,007 

Stock  of  the  corporation  of  Georgetown  ...         ZljOA 

Due  from  stockholders,  estimated  to  be  good    -  •  -         SSJpH) 

Cash  advanced  to  the  commissioners  of  the  State,  to  negotiate 

the  State  bonds,  to  be  refunded  to  the  company        -  -  8,000 

Cash  in  banks -         33^ 

4,936,997 
We  cannot  state  with  precision  the  liabilities  of  the  company, 
as  the  commissioner  at  Cumberland,  having  very  recently 
paid  the  estimates  for  the  two  last  months,  has  not  yet  had 
time  to  settle  his  accounts  for  those  payments  at  the  office  of 
the  company ;  neither  have  the  accounts  of  ouir  agent  in 
London  been  settled  ;  but  we  do  not  vary  materially  from 
the  amount  in  stating  it  to  be  .  -  -  -    2,90a|0l<0 

Balance  applicable  to  the  construction  of  the  canal  and  pay- 
ment ot  interest      ......     2,036^ 

This  amount  does  not  include  the  claim  of  the  company  for  interest  d» 
from  the  State  on  the  six  per  cent,  bonds,  or  on  the  advances  to  the  raiboii 
companies.  The  annual  statements  will  be  made  out  by  the  treasurer  vA 
clerk,  and  will  be  appended  to  and  printed  with  this  report. 

From  the  above  statement,  the  means  of  the  company,  should  they  br 
realized,  will  be  ample  to  justify  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work  at « 
increased  rate  of  monthly  expenditure  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  weaif 
now  confidently  look  to  its  early  and  successful  completion. 

The  tolls  of  the  last  twelve  months  have  amounted  to  $42,835  80,  ei- 
ceeding  those  of  the  previous  year  in  the  sum  of  $12,411  66.  Thai  ikt 
trade  on  the  canal  is  improving,  is  apparent  from  this  fact,  and  from  di 
increased  amount  both  descending  and  ascending,  and  from  tba  nuohr 
and  size  of  the  boats  employed  in  its  navigation.  New  souroea  of  tnil 
too,  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  are  being  developed,  which  most  inemfi 
its  revenue ;  but  we  catmot  look  to  profitable  results  antU  wt  reach  iki 
main  source  from  whence  they  are  to  be  derived — the  coal  and  iron  of  i^ 
le^;any.  When  that  point  is  aUained,  we  believe  the  most  flanguiaeeipaci- 
ations  of  the  friends  of  the  canal  will  be  fully  realiaed.  To  Cbe  wimnk 
of  that  region  we  must  look  mainly  for  revenue ;  and,  compared  to  thoser 
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.otlier  sources  of  trade,  however  various  or  important,  can  only  be  con- 
lered  as  accessory.  Id  view  of  the  completion,  within  two  years,  of  the 
nal  to  the  rich  and  inexhaustible  mineral  region  of  Alleghany,  and  of  the 
9t  sources  of  trade  and  wealth  about  to  be  developed,  we  cannot  butcon- 
Dplate  with  lively  interest  the  proposed  eastern  termination  of  this  great 
►rk  at  Baltimore,  the  flourishing  emporium  of  Maryland.  We  are  happy 
the  belief  that  local  teelings  and  jealousies  between  that  city  and  those 
the  District  of  Columbia  have  yielded  to  more  liberal  and  enlightened 
iws  ;  and  that  they  look  to  the  connexion,  not  in  the  spirit  of  enemies 
d  rivals,  but  as  a  bond  of  union  to  promote  their  mutual  interests  and 
diare.  Maryland  will  not  be  content  until  this  result  is  obtained  ;  and, 
tnith,  we  are  indebted  to  the  anticipation  of  it  for  the  very  means  by 
lich  we  are  constructing  the  canal  westward  ;  her  legislators  having  re- 
iiledly  declared  that  they  would  never  have  committed  the  State  so  deeply 
the  enterprise,  but  in  contemplation  of  its  ultimate  terminus  at  the  city 
Bahimore.    A  company  chartered  by  the  State  has  been  organized  for 

I  purpose  of  effecting  this  object,  the  State  being  pledged  to  subscribe  to 
stock  8500,000.  The  city  of  Bidtimore  is  becoming  every  day  more 
^ly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  connexion,  as  opening  to  her 
terprisirig  citizens  new  and  boundless  sources  of  wealth.  Independent 
the  vast  agricultural  and  other  products  which  will  flow  into  her  lap, 
t  saving  to  her  inhabitants,  in  the  article  of  fuel  alone,  would  in  a  very. 
7  years  reimburse  the  cost  of  constructing  the  canal.  She  has,  it  is  true, 
Lh  a  munificent  spirit,  and  an  enterprise  beyond  all  praise,  contributed 
gely  to  the  prosecution  of  other  great  works  in  the  State;  but  her 
olthi  resources,  and  credit,  are  not  exhausted,  and,  backed  as  she  no 

II  bt  will  be  by  the  State,  sl>e  should  not  permit  another  year  to  elapse 
thout  witnessing  the  commencement  of  this  work.  Baltimore  possesses 
dat  natural  advantages,  which  have  only  to  be  properly  improved  and 
>ught  into  action  to  make  her  one  of  the  most  populous  and  wealthy,  as 
3  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  cities  of  this  Union.  But  she  has 
werful  and  vigilant  rivals  to  contend  with,  who  have  entered  the  lists 
th  her  in  competition  for  the  rich  prize  of  the  western  trade ;  and  she 
li  only  expect  to  outstrip  them  in  the  race  by  straining  every  nerve  and 

the  most  untiring  perseverance. 

That  the  District  cities  will  receive  a  new  impulse  on  the  completion  of 
B  canal  cannot  be  doubted,  as  they  must  always  participate  largely  of  its 
oefits.  Exclusive  of  the  increased  trade  to  which  they  may  confidently 
>k,  they  derive  other  and  most  important  advantages  from  the  canal,  by 
B  immense  water-power  it  has  created ;  and  we  are  happy  to  find  that  a 
irit  of  enterprise  is  awakened  on  this  subject.  A  right  has  been  obtained 
the  company,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  we  shall  be  soon  cheer- 
by  the  sound  of  the  spindle  and  the  loom.  It  is  only  necessary  to  make 
commencement,  to  attract  the  attention  of  capitalists  to  the  unrivalled  ad- 
ntages  of  this  District  for  all  manufacturing  operations.  With  a  salu- 
ious  climate  and  central  position  to  the  Atlantic  States,  situated  on  a  noble 
rer  navigable  by  vessels  of  any  size,  and  with  a  splendid  canal  leading  to 
le  of  the  richest  mineral  regions  in  the  world,  where  can  be  found  a  spot 
t>rc  favored,  or  one  which  promises  a  higher  destiny  ?  The  city  of  Alex- 
idiia,  sensible  of  the  advantage  which  her  fine  harbor  afibrds,  and  of  the 
icessity  of  connecting  by  a  lateral  canal  with  the  main  stem,  in  order  to 
joy  an  equal  participation  in  its  trade,  has,  with  a  determined  purpose. 
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prosecuted  the  work  of  connexion,  in  defiance  of  the  difficiihies  to  be  en- 
countered in  constructing  an  aqueduct  of  about  twelve  hundred  feet  in 
length  over  the  Potomac  river.  It  is  now  beyond  doubt  that  her  pe^•eT^ 
ranee  and  enterprise  will  be  rewarded  by  the  acconiplishment  of  her  object, 
and  her  aqueduct  will  be  ndmired  for  ages  as  one  of  the  proudest  mona- 
ments  of  the  art  and  industry  of  man. 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  stockholders,  the  board  directed 
the  chief  engineer  to  employ  a  small  party  in  examinations  and  sunreys  of 
the  line  west  of  Cumberland.  He  accordingly  deputed  a  party  for  the  pdr- 
pose,  which  was  engaged  during  the  last  summer  and  fall  in  that  duty,  and 
ne  has  been  again  instructed  to  continue  the  survey.  Being  called  inm 
his  duties  by  attending  at  Annapolis  during  the  last  session,  and  since  then 
by  the  pressure  of  his  engagements  with  the  company,  he  has  been  in- 
vented from  handing  in  a  report  of  the  progress  made  in  the  survey.  When 
prepared,  it  will  be  presented  to  the  stockholders. 

The  early  object  of  this  enterprise  was  its  connexion  with  the  westm 
waters ;  and  its  friends,  having  never  abandoned  that  expectation,  still  en- 
tertain the  hope  that  the  development  of  the  means  and  resources  of  the 
canal,  on  its  completion  to  Cumberland,  will  manifest  the  importance  and 
justify  the  effort  to  carry  out  the  views  of  its  first  projectors. 

The  entire  line  of  the  canal,  from  the  District  to  dam  No.  6,  at  the  month 
of  the  Great  Cacapon,  135  miles,  is  now  in  order  for  navigation.  The 
breach  which  occurred  in  the  winter,  at  one  of  the  high  walls  below  the 
Great  falls,  has  been  permanently  repaired.  The  works,  also,  at  the  Ci- 
toctin  aqueduct  have  been  repaired  and  improved.  The  embankments  on 
the  old  line  are  every  year  becoming  more  solid,  and  less  liable  to  breaches; 
and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that,  in  future,  there  will  be  but  few  occur- 
rences of  the  kind  to  interrupt  the  navigation. 

The  water  was  admitted  into  the  new  line  of  canal  of  27^  miles,  between 
dams  Nos.  5  and  6,  early  in  April ;  since  which  time  there  has  not  been 
the  slightest  interruption  to  navigation,  although  some  apprehension  wif 
entertained  that  lime-sinks  in  the  limestone  country,  at  and  near  PratlMr'* 
neck,  would  prove  to  be  very  troublesome.  The  canal  was  there  elevitrf 
47  feet  above  the  river  surface,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  line  acrasf  i 
bend  of  the  Potomac,  by  which  four  miles  in  distance  of  costly  work  lie 
saved. 

This  line  of  canal  is  now  completed,  with  the  exception  of  three  lock- 
houses,  completing  the  deposite  of  gravel  at  dam  No.  6,  and  finishing  of 
some  comparatively  light  work,  which  was  left  to  be  more  conveniently 
done  after  the  admission  of  the  water  into  the  canal.  We  have  great  con- 
fidence in  the  strength  of  this  portion  of  the  work,  from  the  improved  mode 
in  constructing  the  embankments,  and  the  solidity  of  the  masonry.  We 
have  just  been  informed  by  the  superintendent  on  that  division,  thattven- 
ty  boats  loaded  with  coal  have  passed  in  the  last  week. 

The  line  of  50  miles,  between  dam  No.  6  and  Cumberland,  has  bea 

1)rogressing  as  rapidly  as  the  means  of  the  company  would  justify,  witht 
brce  varying  from  2,500  to  3,000  laborers.  A  number  of  the  aectkns  ue 
finished,  and  others  are  near  to  completion.  Most  of  the  heavy  sectioDiiio 
in  good  progress.  Some,  which  had  been  abandoned,  or  not  heiclofae 
let,  have  been  put  under  contract ;  and  it  is  intended,  without  deiiyi  to  let 
the  remainder  of  the  sections  and  masonry  requiring  mora  than  tireive 
months  for  their  completion,  in  order  that  the  whole  Tine  may  be  fioisbed 
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within  two  years ;  to  efibct  which,  the  monthly  expenditure  for  construe^ 
tion  should  average  about  $120,000,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  state* 
ment : 

Amount  of  work  done  and  to  he  done  on  the  \st  of  June^  1839,  between 
dam  No.  5,  and  Cumberland. 

The  monthly  estimates  in  June,  July,  and  August,  1838,  aver- 
aged, per  month       -  ....     $107,769 

Do.  in  September,  October,  and  November,  1838,  per  month  114,69'«( 

Do.  in  December,  1838,  and  January  and  February,  1839,  per 

month         .......         95,700 

Do.  in  March  and  April,  1839  (the  amount  of  the  May  esti- 
mates not  being  yet  ascertained),  per  month  -  -       107,202 

Assuming  the  May-L839  estimates  to  be  equal  in  amount  to  the  average 
of  the  two  months  immediately  preceding  (as  they  wil\  be  in  all  probabili- 
ty), and  we  have  $1,276,062  for  the  amount  of  work  done  along  the  line  of 
canal  between  dam  No.  5  and  Cumberland,  within  the  year  immediately 
preceding^  the  1st  of  June,  1839.  The  January  estimate,  submitted  to  the 
last  legislature,  assumed  that  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  canal  be» 
tween  dam  No.  5,  and  Cumberland,  would  be  -  -       $6,080,657 

Deduct   amount  of  work  done  prior    to  June  1, 

1838 $1,869,492 

Deduct,  also,  amount  of  work  done  within  the  last 

year,  as  above  stated       ....     1,276,062 

3,145,554 

There  remains,  on  1st  June,  1839  ....  $2,935,103 
for  the  amount  of  work  j'et  to  be  done  to  finish  the  censtruclion  of  the  canal 
to  Cumberland.  Now,  applying  the  amount  of  work  done  within  the  twelve 
months  preceding  the  1st  June,  1839,  as  above  stated,  viz:  $1,276,062,  to  the 
amount  of  work  then  to  be  done  ($2,935,103),  and  we  have  rather  less  than 
two  years  and  four  months  for  the  time  requisite  to  complete  the  canal 
(working  at  the  same  rate  as  for  the  twelve  months  preceding  June  1, 
1839) ;  that  is,  until  the  1st  of  October,  1841.  But,  by  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  monthly  expenditure  on  the  line,  the  work  will  be  accomplished 
in  two  years,  and  can  be  completed  in  all  the  year  1840.  should  the  com- 
pany succeed  in  selling  the  bonds. 

The  operations  at  the  tunnel  have  progressed  remarkably  well  within 
the  last  year.  Prior  to  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  there  had  been  driven  of  tun- 
nel-heading 529  lineal  feet ;  since  which  time,  1,455  feet  have  been  driven  ; 
making,  in  all,  1,984  feet.  The  total  length  of  the  tunnel  will  be  3,118 
feet ;  and  there  remain  only  1,134  feet  to  be  driven,  not  much  exceeding 
one-third  of  the  length. 

The  construction  of  a  dam  immediately  below  the  tunnel  is  a  matter  de- 
serving consideration  in  a  twofold  point  of  view ;  as  an  additional  feeder 
to  the  canal,  and  as  giving  a  slackwater  navigation  around  the  bend  of  the 
river  to  the  upper  end  of  the  tunnel,  where  boats  could  be  received  again 
into  the  canal.  By  this  improvement  the  tunnel  might  be  used  for  the  de- 
scending trade  exclusively ;  which,  on  the  completion  of  the  canal,  will  be 
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1)9-  fiir  the  heaviest  and  most  important,  while  the  ascendinj^  boats  might 
easily  navig^ate,  for  so  short  a  distance  [being  only-  five  miles),  the  slackwa- 
ter  created  by  the  dam. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  received,  by  the  Great  Western,  letten 
from  Mr.  Peabody,  and  feel  gratified  by  the  intelligence  they  convey,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  embarrassments  of  the  money-market  nt  this  time, 
he  has  been  able  to  protect  the  6  per  cent,  bonds,  and  says  that  he  does  not 
fear  any  necessity  for  a  sacrifice  of  the  stock.  The  credit  of  Maryland  has 
always  stood  deservedly  high  in  Europe,  and  we  have  every  right  to  be- 
lieve that  her  stocks  will  seU  at  rates  as  high  as  those  of  any  other  State  of 
the  Union. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors. 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON,  President. 

Washington,  June  3, 1839. 


90S 


fBJrr  J 


8    8         S      3PS 
§   §         9      IIS 


e 

s 
& 

M 

-S 


SS    8 
l¥  § 

€•18  '^8  ■ 
•  *■  ^    ii5 


2  •    SS 
J     • 

III  .  ■ 
III 

MS" 

5  « .2  S  d 


38 

II 
S8 


2-a 


CD    .9    fafa 


•5  a  • 


^1    -9.3 


8638888888  8  S 
ig^§§l§§l§  §  § 


s 


t  •  t  • 


II 

■i  i 


-8-2  if       111115 
l8| 


t  277  ] 


206 


S 


SI 


> 


«!H 


COO 


i 


o 

b 

3 


o 


mn^si      §11      I 


18   S 

S8 

1,718,136 
163,766 

COO 

g-2-- 


.a 

.9 

I 


"11 


o 


.8 

I 


51 


o 


.or^  g  a  g  H 


•-3   « 
a»  -  o 


"SI'S 

.2  sal 
ill? 


I'  H 


I 


II 


|.So5 


I 


tMill!Mil^:.J^ ^11.  I 


o 
O 

6 

6 

d 

H 

O 

g 
o 

■ 

S 

P 


207  [  277  ] 

APPENDIX  TO  a 

No.  1. 

TomtnutiiccUion  from  George  C.   Washinorloni  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cafud  Company,  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland. 

Office  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 

Washington,  January  23, 1839. 

Sir  :  Governor  Yeazey,  in  his  late  message,  informs  the  General  Assem- 
ily  that  a  report  would  be  made  by  this  company,  showing  the  state  of  its 
iffiiirs,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session.  It  has  been  delayed  longer  than 
WBB  anticipated,  in  order  to  give  the  chief  engineer  the  necessary  time  to 
make  his  report  to  the  board,  embracing  revised  estimates  of  the  whole  line 
>f  canal,  and  requiring  much  care  and  accurate  calculations.  That  re- 
x>rr,  having  been  received,  is  now  submitted,  as  also  the  last  report  of  the 
president  and  directors  to  the  stockliolders,  which,  together  with  this  com- 
Dunication,  your  excellency  is  respectfully  requested  to  lay  before  the  Gen- 
sral  Assembly. 

The  works  on  the  entire  line  of  canal  to  Cumberland  have  been  prose- 
;uted  with  all  possible  energy  and  despatch,  commensurate  with  the  pecu- 
liary  ability  of  the  company,  and,  indeed,  not  unfrequently  in  anticipation 
»f  means,  dependant  for  their  supply  on  the  precarious  state  of  the  money- 
narket  at  home  and  abroad. 

During  the  long  interval  of  nearly  two  years,  between  the  passage  of  the 
aw  of  June,  1830,  authorizing  the  subscription  of  $3,000,000  to  the  stock 
if  the  company  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  the  actual  delivery  of  the  State 
x>nds  to  the  company,  in  April,  1S38,  in  fulfilment  of  that  object,  the  favor- 
ible  moment  had  passed  by,  when  they  might  possibly  have  been  sold  so  as 
o  realize  the  rate  of  premium  prescribed  by  law. 

In  conformity  with  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  29th 
>f  March,  1838,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  CompiUiy  received  bonds 
>f  the  State  to  the  amount  of  $2,500,000,  which,  with  the  premium  of  20 
per  cent,  contracted  to  be  paid  by  the  company,  made  up  the  sum  of  the 
State  subscription  of  $3,000,000,  for  which  a  receipt  was  given  to  the  treaa- 
iirer ;  the  State  retaining  $500,000  of  the  bonds,  as  security  for  the  payment 
of  the  premium.  Anxious  to  make  such  disposition  of  the  bonds  as  might 
best  comport  wkh  the  credit  of  the  State  and  the  interest  of  this  company, 
fts  also  of  the  other  internal  improvement  companies  named  in  the  act  of 
1836,  we  concluded  to  offer  at  public  sale  a  portion  of  the  bonds,  with  the 
view  of  trying  the  market ;  at  the  same  time  determining  not  to  submit  to 
any  serious  sacrifice.  We  accordingly,  in  the  month  of  May,  offered  for 
Bale  a  portion  of  the  bonds ;  but  received  no  offer  which  the  board,  in  view 
of  the  above  considerations,  felt  justified  in  accepting.  The  company,  be- 
ing compelled  to  anticipate  means,  was  largely  in  arrears  to  its  contractors ; 
and  the  demands  to  meet  its  heavy  engagements  on  the  line  becoming  ev- 
ery day  more  pressing,  it  was  determined,  in  preference  to  a  suspension  of 
the  work,  or  a  sacrifice  of  the  bonds,  to  endeavor  to  raise  money  by  temix)- 
lary  loans  on  hypothecations  of  the  stock ;  hopine:  that  some  favorable 
change  might  occur  in  the  money-market.  To  relieve  the  company  from 
its  more  immediate  and  pressing  wants,  loans  were  effected  at  short  dates 
"With  some  of  the  banks,,  princi[mlly  in  Baltimore,  and  bonds  to  the  amount 
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of  $1,500,000  were  transmitted  to  George  Peabody,  Esq.^  of  London,  who 
was  constituted  our  agent  in  Europe,  with  authority  to  sell  only  in  the 
event  of  being  able  to  obtain  the  rate  of  premium  fixed  by  the  board ;  and, 
failing  in  this,  to  negotiate  loans  for  the  company  on  the  best  terms  in  his 
power. 

During  the  two  years  that  the  subscription  of  the  State  was  rendered  on- 
available  to  the  company,  it  was  still  steadily  prosecuting  the  work,  though, 
as  rniiy  well  be  imagined,  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest  embanosi- 
ment  and  distress,  and  was  often  reduced  to  the  very  point  of  suspension, 
which  was  only  averted  by  extraordinary  efforts  on  Che  part  of  the  board, 
and  the  friendly  and  timely  aid  of  two  or  three  banking  institutions,  i»- 
ffether  with  the  issue  of  its  own  promissory  notes  ;  but  for  which,  we  mot 
Save  stopped.  They  were  received  in  payment  by  contractors,  and  a  eoa* 
sideroble  portion  of  them  being  of  small  denomination,  subserved  their  oob- 
veniencc,  as  well  as  that  of  the  community,  during  the  suspension  of  spede 
payments. 

Our  agent  iti  London  succeeded  in  negotiating  loans,  principally  at  sM 
dates,  and  requiring  for  the  larger  amounts  Irequeut  renewals.  Proinlte 
avails  of  these  loans  we  had  to  provide — 

Ist.  For  the  debts  necessarily  incurred  prior  to  the  receipts  of  the  Staff 
bonds,  embracing,  as  has  been  shown,  a  period  of  nearly  two  years. 

2d.  For  the  payment  of  such  temporary  loans,  effected  in  this  country.ii 
could  not  he  renewed. 

3d.  For  the  regular  estimates  for  work  done  on  the  canal,  amouotiog  t» 
4iom  $100,000  to  (120,000  per  month. 

4th.  For  interest  on  the  two-million  loan,  amounting  to  $120,000  per» 
nnm,  payable  quarterly  into  the  Treasury;  and,  in  addition,  the  snotf 
$9,000,  being  the  sum  required  to  make  ihe  above  payments,  since  the  M 
4iay  of  April,  1837,  equivalent  to  specie. 

6th.  For  the  redemption,  on  demand,  of  the  promissory  notes  of  the  eos- 
pany. 

6th.  To  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  treasurer,  on  account  of  the  Easkfi 
Shore  and  the  Annapolis  and  Eltcridge  Railroad  companies,  for  mean*  » 
osssary  for  the  commencement  and  prosecution  of  those  works,  iu  eoofli- 
ance  with  a  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  the  29th  of  Mm 
1838. 

To  meet  all  these  obligations,  the  only  reliance  of  the  company  has  bea ^ 
loans ;  and  it  has  frequently  been  placed  in  circvimstan^s  of  distressiff  * 
barrassmenf^  by  having  to  depend  on  means  so  precarious,  the  proctiM^ 
of  which  having  often  disappointed  its  hopes  and  calculatiotis. 

We  have  neither  deemed  it  incnmbent  on  us,  nor  discreef,  to  mAeYnf^ 
to  the  pnUic  the  difficuhies  which  have  encompassed  us ;  and  lookiiHr0i|| 
to  the  means  antborizod  by  the  State  for  the  prosecution  of  Ihe  woffcj* 
msnming  them  to  be  fully  realized,  the  impression  has  no  doubt  pieiiM 
tlut  ample  resources  were  in  hand,  and  that  greliter  progress  shraM  M" 
been  made.  But,  in  communicating  with  the  Legislarnre,  wedeefloit^ 
duty  to -state  fully  and  candidly,  as  we  have  done,  the  ciffCitfliilio^|| 
which  we  have  been  placed  since  its  last  session  ;  believing  that  it  v»^ 
conceded,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  that  all  has  beea  danetWi 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  company  to  accomplish.  . 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  in  view  of  its  diroeDSKNis,  ao^^  * 
intrinsic  diflicuhies  in  its  constFuction-— following  as  it  does  tbe  fiviR^" ' 
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rapid  stream,  breaking  throng?i  successive  ranges  of  mountains — is  one  of 
Lhe  most  stupendous  works  which  has  been  attempted  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  It  has  required  both  time  and  ample  means  for  its  accomplish- 
nent ;  and  it  has  been  one  of  its  greatest  misfortunes,  that  the  estimates  of 
ts  early  friends  in  this  respect  should  have  been  considered  as  correct  data 
n  aftertimes.  It  is  certainly  true  that,  but  for  the  long  delay  produced  by  the 
M>nlroversy  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for  the  right 
)f  uray,  and  with  adequate  means  at  command,  this  work  could  have  been 
inished  some  years  ago,  and  at  a  comparatively  less  cost ;  then,  the  same 
:oinpetitioQ  for  labor  as  at  the  present  day  did  not  exist,  and  it  could  have 
leen  obtained  at  half  the  price  now  paid  fnr  the  same  services  ;  then,  a  la- 
)OTer  could  be  hired  for  from  $10  to  $12  per  mouth,  who  would  now  re- 
:eive  from  21  to  $L  25  per  day.  The  price  and  scarcity  of  provisions  also 
constitute  a  veiy  heavy  item  in  the  increased  cost  of  the  works  at  the  pres- 
ent day.  The  canal  has  now  passed  by  the  rich  agricultural  countries  bor- 
lering  on  t^ie  Potomac,  of  Frederick  and  Washington  on  the  one  side,  and 
leffersou  and  Berkley  on  the  other.  It  is  now  in  progress  through  the 
Doantainous  region  of  Alle^ny,  where  the  population  is  sparse,  and  but 
itlle  land  in  cultivation,  with  the  exception  of  river  bottoms  of  very  limited 
jctetii.  The  drought  of  the  last  summer  was  probably  felt  in  no  sections 
f  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  with  greater  severity  than  in  that 
jid  tlie  neighborinsr  counties  on  both  shores.  The  production  of  the  soil 
iras  probably  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  independent  of  the 
surge  accession  to  its  population  of  something  like  two  thoiisand  men.  The 
onsequent  increased  demand  for  provisions  of  every  kind  induced  a  cor- 
Bsponding  increase  in  the  price,  far  exceeding  the  markets  on  the  seaboard. 

Contractors,  in  making  their  proposals  for  work,  look  to  the  amount  of 
ftbor  necessary  for  its  accomplishment  in  a  given  time,  and  estimate  the 
ost  of  labor  at  the  high  rates  at  which  alone  it  can  be  had ;  and  by  the 
ame  rule  they  make  their  calculations  in  regard  to  the  price  of  provisions, 
.nd  quantity  required  for  the  support  of  their  laborers  and  teams.  These 
onstitute  the  heaviest  items  in  the  construction  of  public  works ;  and  pro- 
losals  by  contractors  are  regulated  by  the  cost  of  both. 

By  the  same  rule  which  governs  the  contractor  in  his  bid,  has  the  chief 
n/Brineer  of  the  company,  C.  B.  Fisk,  Esq.,  been  regulated  in  the  various. 
stimatcs  of  the  cost  of  the  canal,  which  have  at  different  times  been  sub- 
nitted  to  the  Legislature.  The  board  has  been  enabled  to  test  the  accuracy 
if  his  estimates  at  the  time  when  made,  by  the  fairest  criterion  ;  for  instance^ 
rhen  the  27^  miles  between  dams  Nos.  5  and  6  were  put  under  contract, 
he  entire  line  was  taken  at  prices  in  the  aggregate  below  the  estimate  of 
lie  engineer.  The  contractors  were  men  of  respectable  character,  and  pro- 
locing  the  best  testimonials ;  many  of  them  had  been  for  years  on  the  canal,. 
ad,  from  long  experience,  were  presumed  to  be  competent  judges  of  the 
rork  they  undertook,  as  well  as  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  prices  at  which 
hey  a^ra^  to  execute  it.  In  a  few  months  after  they  had  commenced 
peratioos  on  the  line,  a  considerable  rise  took  place  in  the  price  of  labor 
nd  provisions,  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated,  and  did  not  enter 
Bto  their  calculations  when  their  proposals  were  accepted.  It  soon  became 
|iparent  to  the  board  that  an  advance  of  prices  was  necessary  to  save  the 
ootractors  from  ruin  and  the  work  from  suspension.  After  a  thorough  ex- 
onaation  inio  every  case,  with  the  aid  and  advice  of  tlie  engineer,  the 
Nwrd,  from  time  to  time,  made  such  advances  on  the  contract  ^rice  ^% 
14 
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seemed  consistent  with  equity  and  with  the  interest  of  the  company.  Not- 
withstanding the  aid  thus  afforded,  some  of  the  contractors,  of  known  en- 
terprise, were  compelled  to  abandon  their  sections,  when  two-thirds  or  thrw- 
fourths  of  the  work  had  been  done.  But  few,  it  is  believed,  cleared  moutj 
on  that  line ;  and  several,  by  their  representations  to  the  board,  have  been 
severe  losers  by  their  co!itracts. 

We  are  satisfied  that,  under  the  circumstances  and  change  of  times,  the 
line  of  canal  to  the  Cacapon  could  not  have  been  constructed  at  less  cotf 
than  actually  occurred. 

The  condition  to  which  the  company  was  reduced  during  the  last  wioMr 
and  spring  had  a  very  serious  influence  in  retarding  the  completion  of  die 
canal  to  Cacapon,  and  in  the  advancement  of  its  cost  The  agitation  of 
questions  before  the  legislature,  involving  the  obligations  of  the  State,  nnda 
her  subscription,  and  the  validity  of  her  contract  with  the  company,  stmck. 
for  a  time,  a  death-blow  at  the  credit  of  the  company,  and  excited  distms 
and  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  contractors  and  laborers.  Many  of  the  m- 
tions  were  then  at  the  point  of  completion  ;  and  as  the  laborers  were  dii- 
missed,  they  would  apply  for  employment  to  the  contractors,  both  below  and 
above  the  Cacapon ;  but  they,  looking  with  apprehension  at  the  doabtfiii 
condition  in  which  the  company  was  placed,  declined  entering  into  fiutiKr 
engagements,  and  thus  permitted  a  large  and  valuable  body  of  laborers  and 
mechanics  to  seek  employment  on  other  public  works.  Whea  confideoei 
was  again  restored,  their  places  could  only  be  supplied  by  the  oflfer  of  in- 
crease^l  prices. 

That  ihe  cost  of  the  canal,  under  existing  circumstances,  should  greillr 
exceed  estimates  made  under  difierent  and  more  favorable  auspices  caino^ 
it  is  presumed,  excite  surprise.  The  causes  are  plain  and  obvious,  tnl 
such  as  human  sagacity  could  not  foresee  or  guard  against.  Similar  ia* 
fluences  have  operated  in  producing  like  results  on  other  public  works  ii 
this  country  and  in  England  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  increased  coitif 
^construction  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  will  be  found  to  compaie 
favorably  with  those  works  since  1834. 

For  a  further  and  probably  more  satisfactory  exposition  in  regard  to  tki 
.increase  in  the  cost  of  the  work,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accoofi' 
Jiying  report  of  C.  B.  Pisk,  Esq. 

The  board,  with  the  most  ardent  and  anxious  desire  to  discharge  the  » 
^sponsible  duties  devolving  on  it  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  itself  and  At 
various  interests  it  represents,  carefully  weighed  and  examined  all  tlie  tat 
45iderations  which  should  determine  its  action.  It  had  decided  not  to  fli 
the  State  bonds  at  the  sacrifice  which  it  was  seen  must  be  incurred  if  Ihrofi 
into  the  market ;  but  rather  40  await  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  in  ii 
.hope  that  some  arrangement  more  to  the  interest  of  the  State  and  the  om 
pany  might  be  made,  by  which  the  bonds  could  be  rendered  moreaviilalk 
But,  in  coming  to  this  decision,  the  board  was  fully  aware  of  the  embamff' 
ments  to  which  it  might  be  subjected  by  the  uncertain  retianoe  on  loans,  k 
vas  aware,  too,  that  the  cost  of  the  work  under  the  contracts  wonldjio^f 
exceed  the  esUmates  on  which  the  subscription  by  the  State,  in  18%  W 
.based— growing  out  of  the  causes  above  recited,  and  which  coald  nolli 
foreseen.  These  considerations  were  calculated  to  induce  heaalation.  M 
on  the  other  hand,  the  State  was  committed,  as  subscriber  and  leoderi  is  At 
amount  of  nearly  six  millions  ot  dollars,  and  could  expect  m^moanwA 
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he  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland — the  point  to  which  we  look  for 
\a  revenue,  and  the  means  of  reimbursing  the  State. 

The  interest  on  the  $2,000,000  loan,  amounting  to  $120,000  per  annum, 
ad  been  punctually  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  ;  but,  in  the  event 
f  a  suspension  of  the  work,  the  company  could  no  longer  have  met  the  en- 
Q^oient ;  and,  to  discharge  the  interest  on  her  stock,  issued  in  virtue  of 
lat  loan,  the  State  would  be  compelled  to  resort  to  taxation.  Other  and 
Biy  important  interests  are  also  connected  with  this  work  as  stockholders, 
ad  are  looking  to  the  completion  of  the  canal  in  the  hope  of  receiving  some 
itura  for  their  investment.  Individuals  and  companies  have  also  engaged 
jrgely  in  speculations  in  the  mineral  region,  anticipating  profitable  results 
a  the  opening  of  the  canal  from  Cumberland,  and  are  making  arrange- 
lenU  to  commence  operations  on  their  mines  of  iron  and  coal,  and  to  con- 
tmct  railroads  for  the  transportation  of  those  minerals  to  the  canal,  upon 
m  completion  to  that  point. 

The  board  did  not  hesitate  as  to  the  course  it  should  pursue,  between 
tspension  of  the  work  on  the  one  hand,  or  its  vigorous  prosecution  on  the 
tber ;  but  adopted  the  latter  alternative,  resolving  to  press  forward  with  all 
Msible  despatch,  and  with  all  the  means  it  could  command. 
A  full  investigation  of  the  condition  and  affairs  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
^hio  Canal  Company  was  had  at  the  last  session,  before  the  Committee  of 
Fays  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  a  report  submitted  by  that 
mamittee ;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Pisk,  chief  engineer  of  the 
KHnpauy,  then  made  an  estimate  of  the  probable  deficiency  of  means  for 
xe  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland.  He  has  now  made  out,  with 
reat  care  and  precision,  a  revised  estimate  of  the  cost  on  the  entire  line  to 
a  completed,  based  on  the  existing  prices  of  work,  labor,  and  provisions, 
Dd  showing  the  sum  yet  required  to  be  expended  on  the  canal,  from  which, 
0  show  the  deficiency,  must  be  deducted  the  amount  of  means  deemed 
[Tailable  by  the  company. 

The  monthly  expenditures  on  the  canal  have  amounted  to  from  $100,000 
D  $120,000 ;  but,  to  press  the  works  to  the  fullest  extent,  an  expenditure 
if  less  than  $150,000  per  month  could  not  be  safely  relied  on.  Assuming 
11  Che  present  means  of  the  company  applicable  to  the  canal  to  be  rendered 
ivailable,  they  would  be  insufficient  to  keep  the  works  in  progress,  at  the 
jtresent  rate  of  expenditure,  for  more  than  six  months.  The  deep  interest 
rhich  the  State  has,  in  common  with  her  citizens,  in  the  early  completion 
if  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  will,  we  trust,  induce  a  prompt  and  efficient 
letioD,  by  rendering  the  means  already  in  the  control  of  the  company  more 
irailable,  and  by  trranting  such  additional  aid  as  the  necessity  of  the  case 
isquires.    It  is  also  hoped  that  the  companies  for  which  we  have  made 

^;e  advances  to  the  St(.te  may  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  reimburse  us. 
t  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  although  the  subscription  by  the  State 
Kaa  nominally  B3,000,000,  yet  the  company  has  received  but  $2,600,000 
m  bonds  at  par ;  the  remaining  .$500,000  being  dependant  on  the  com- 
panys  realising  20  per  cent,  on  the  sale  of  the  bonds. 

.b  cannot  be  more  painful  to  the  loegislature  to  be  apprized  of  the  fact 
iian  it  is  to  the  board  to  communicate  it,  that  the  estimates  of  cost  of  Janu- 
irfi  1836,  given  under  oath,  on  which  the  State,  the  company,  and  the 
■Igiaeer,  confidently  relied  at  the  time,  have,  from  causes  heretofore  detail- 
sd,  been  found  wholly  inadequate  to  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Gum- 
Mrland.    The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Fisk,  in  his  report  at  the  last  session, 
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and  ill  that  now  presented,  for  the  increased  cost  of  the  work  since  1838, 
will  strike  with  force  tlie  mind  of  every  reader ;  and  we  respectfully  aik 
for  both  an  attentive  consideration.  To  complete  the  canal  during  the  neit 
year,  or  at  farthest  for  the  spring  trade  of  1841,  the  company  must  be  placed 
in  a  very  different  position  from  that  which  it  occupied  during  the  poi 
year ;  for,  restricted  as  it  has  been  in  its  energies  and  means,  it  would  k 
difQcult  to  name  a  time  for  the  final  accomplishment  of  the  work. 

Considering  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  canal  as  infinitely  more  serion 
in  its  consequences  to  the  State  than  any  additional  cost  in  its  constructin, 
we  would  respectfully  urge  that  prompt  measures  be  adopted  to  relieve  the 
company,  and  at  least  to  provide  such  additional  aid  as  will  secure  the  imtt 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  ;  givinj 
ample  time  for  any  further  action  which  might  then  be  deemed  proper. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  the  Annapolis  and  Elk- 
ridge,  and  the  Eastern  Shore  Railroad  companies,  we  have  recently  pre- 
sented a  memorial  to  the  Legislature  praying  for  such  modification  of  the 
law  of  1836,  and  the  resolutions  of  March,  1838,  in  regard  to  the  cotil- 
cates  of  debt  of  the  State  as  may  render  them  more  available  to  the  con- 
panies.  By  the  arrangement  suggested,  or  some  other  corresponding  wiih 
it,  a  larger  amount  of  present  means  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  ilui 
company. 

So  much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  the  resources  anl 
revenue  of  the  canal,  on  its  completion  to  Cumberland,  that  we  will  oK 
protract  this  communication  by  entering  into  details  ;  but  will  be  coDtei 
with  referring  to  our  last  annual  report  to  the  stockholders,  stating,  in  adiii- 
tion,  one  or  two  facts. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Legislature  that  several  companies,  the  prop» 
tors  of  coal  and  iron  lands  in  Allegany,  have  been  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  working  those  mines  and  of  constructing  short  railroads  to  conwcl 
them  with  the  canal.  We  have  seen  and  conversed  with  several  of  the 
parties  concerned,  who  are  animated  by  the  most  sanguine  hopes,  andw 
only  dcteri'ed  from  immediate  operations  by  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  liroerf 
completing  the  canal.  We  are  informed  by  the  president  of  the  Ulster  iroo- 
works  of  New  York  that  he  is  concerned  in  the  iron  and  coal-mines  oo 
Jennings's  run,  and  that  his  company  alone  estimate  the  annual  amouDtof 
coal  which  it  will  ship  from  Cumberland  at  350,000  tons.  So  do  other 
companies  estimate  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  We  have  never  donbri 
that  the  canal,  at  its  highest  estimate  of  cost,  will,  in  a  very  short  tinoeate 
it  is  finished,  yield  a  profit  of  six  per  cent.,  which  will  be  rapidly  incretfl 
by  the  expansion  of  its  trade,  until,  in  a  few  years,  its  revenue  will  onlyh 
limited  by  its  capacity  for  transportation  ;  when  increased  facilities  Doay k 
given  by  the  construction  of  double  locks. 

The  line  of  canal  from  dam  No.  6  to  dam  No.  6,  at  the  Cacapon,  2J 
miles  in  extent,  is  finished,  and  the  water  is  now  being  gradually  adnw 
into  the  levels.  At  the  last  return  of  force,  upward  ol  2,500  hands  !• 
employed  on  the  line  from  Cacapon  to  Cumberland  ;  and  the  works  atd 
near  that  town  were  progressing  with  ^eat  spirit,  as  also  at  the  deep  citit 
Oldtown  and  at  the  tunnel.  The  engmeer  is  satisfied  that  the  latter  w«A 
can  be  finished  at  as  early  a  day  as  some  other  portions  of  the  line.  Wit 
adequate  means  at  command,  the  force  would  be  increased,  and  this  W 
division  of  the  work  be  pressed  forward  with  all  possible  despatch. 
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16  last  spring  a  breach  occurred  at  the  Catoctin  aqueduct,  on  the  line 
Elarpef  s  Ferry,  which  occasioned  but  short  interruption  to  the  trade, 
emporarily  repaired.  About  the  1st  of  December  last,  another  breach 
ace  at  one  of  the  high  walls  below  the  Great  falls — a  very  unfortu- 
currence,  not  only  as  regarded  the  cost  of  repair,  but  also  the  inter- 
i  to  the  trade  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  large  accumulation  of 
e  on  the  canal  ready  for  transportation ;  and  although  the  tolls  of 
i  considerably  exceed  those  of  the  preceding^year,  yet  the  amount 
jn  much  dimmished  by  this  circumstance.  The  j)ermanent  repair 
I  these  breaches  is  now  in  rapid  progress,  and  will  be  completed  in 
suing  month ;  when  the  entire  line  of  133  miles,  from  the  Rock- 
Misin  to  the  Cacapon  river,  will  be  open  for  navigation.  Including 
les  of  slack  water,  created  by  dam  No.  6,  the  distance  may  be  esti- 
at  140  miles.  This  increased  line  of  canal  cannot  fail  to  add  very 
Biably  to  the  amount  of  tolls  during  the  present  year, 
iring  for  further  information  to  the  accompanying  report  and  esli- 
i  the  engineer,  and  to  the  tabular  statements  of  the  treasurer  and 
thowing  the  present  condition  of  the  company, 
ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON, 
President  Ches.  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
Excellency,  William  Grason, 

Governor  of  Maryland, 
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Lttter  of  Mr.  Fisk,  chief  engineer,  to  the  president  and  directors  of  th 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Line, 

January  22,  1839. 

Gentlemen  :  In  presenting  the  revised  estimate,  just  completed,  of  the 
work  required  to  finish  the  canal  to  Cumberland,  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to 
make  a  few  observations. 

The  length  of  the  canal  line  from  dam  No.  5  to  Cumberland  is  77^  miles. 
This  distance  is,  of  late,  usually  spoken  of  as  divided  into  two  parts— the 
"27J  miles,"  between  dams  Nos.  5  and  6,  into  which  the  water  is  now  be- 
ing admitted  ;  and  the  "  50  miles,"  between  dam  No.  6  and  Cumberland. 

The  estimate  now  submitted  is  the  first  revised  estimate,  as  regards 
quantities,  extending  over  the  whole  line  from  dam  No.  6  to  CumberlaDd, 
that  has  been  made  since  the  "  January-1836  estimate."  Several  estimates, 
however,  since  that  one,  have  been  presented  to  the  board,  of  such  portions 
of  the  canal  as  were  under  contract  at  the  several  times  when  lliey  wee 
respectfully  made. 

My  statement  of  February  5,  1838,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the 
company,  and  which  by  him  was  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  last  Legis- 
lature^ shows  the  increase  beyond  the  "  January-lS36  estimate,'' that  lad 
at  that  time  taken  place  in  the  cost  of  work  on  the  *'  27^  miles."  It  further 
shows,  that  an  equal  increase,  viz:  40  per  cent.,  was  to  be  anticipated oe 
the  work  then  to  be  done  to  reach  Cumberland,  from  the  fact  that  a  laige 
portion  of  it  was  then  under  contract  at  prices  which  would  produce  sod 
a  result.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  distinctly  asserted  in  that  statement,  that  I 
did  not  pretend  to  estimate  the  consequences  of  the  then  existing  embar- 
rassments, and  that  no  allowance  for  them  whatever  was  made  in  my  cal- 
culations. I  then  said,  "  without  speedy  relief,  the  consequences  that  maf 
follow  the  present  embarrassed  situation  of  the  company's  affairs,  maybe 
disastrous  to  an  extent  greater  than  can  now  well  be  imagined  by  person! 
not  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  our  present  situ- 
ation." 

I  make  this  reference  to  the  statement  of  last  year,  since  the  company  htf 
suffered  largely  from  the  embarrassments  referred  to  therein,  in  the  en- 
hancement of  the  cost  of  its  work^  and  is  still  suffering  from  not  being  able 
occasionally  to  aid  the  contractors  for  heavy  work  by  advances  of  retaiorf 
money,  when  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  company  becomes  larger  tbao 
the  profits  of  the  work  and  the  means  of  the  contractor  will  justify ;  tbe 
consequence  of  which  always  is,  frequent  abandonments  of  work,  and  re- 
lettings at  greatly  advanced  prices. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  ^ive  the  results  of  the 
present  estimate  ;  and  will  then  state  a  few  facts,  without  further  comnieot 
than  is  necessary  to  their  being  understood. 

I.  Amount  of  the  present  estimate. 

For  the  "50  miles" $4,440,657  W 

For  the  "274  miles" l,640,t«0  » 

Total 6^)80,657  00 


zt 
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Of  this  work  there  had  been  done  on  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1838,  on  the  "  50  miles"  -      $947,394  27 
On  the  '^27^  miles"           -            -  -      1,589,453  44 

2,536,847  71 


.  Thus  leaving          ....            -     3,543,809  29 

^  of  work  to  be  done  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1838.    (In  December  there 
was  upward  of  $90,000  of  work  done ;  thereby  reducing  the  amount  of 

J-  work  to  be  done  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  to  $3,450,000.) 

]r  The  above  estimate  does  not  include  dam  No.  7.    If  Virginia  should 

jl  make  a  feeder  for  the  canal  of  the  South  branch,  that  dam  may  be  dispen- 

^  sed  with  for  a  long  time — at  all  events,  until  the  canal  shall  have  a  trade 

J  that  will  justify  its  erection.    Ultimaiely,  however,  the  dam  will  be  needed ; 

^  and,  in  fact,  immediately  upon  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland, 

^t  if,  by  that  time,  the  South  branch  shall  not  have  been  made  a  feeder.   This 

.i  dam  and  the  accompanying  feeder,  in  the  "  January- 1836  estimate,"  were 

''^,  estimated  at  $90,000. 

II.  Time  required  to  complete  the  canal  to  Cumberland. 

The  work  done  in  the  year  preceding  December  1,  1838,  amounted  to 
31,141,428,  viz: 

In  December,  1837,  and  January  and  February,  1838,  there  was  done  per 
month  -.-...-      $61,190 

In  March,  April,  and  May,  1838.  par  month      -  -  -        96,834 

In  June,  July,  and  August,  1838,  per  month     -  -  -      107,759 

In  September,  October,  and  November,  1838,  per  month  -      114,693 

This  rate  of  work  for  three  years  amounts  to  g3,424,284 ;  that  is,  to 
about  the  amount  of  work  that  remained  to  be  done  on  the  first  of  the 
present  month. 

In  the  past  year,  fifty  per  cent,  more  of  work  could  easily  have  been 
done,  but  for  the  embarrassments  of  the  company  early  in  the  season,  and 
the  fear,  for  several  months  past,  to  press  on  the  work  vigorously,  lest  the 
company  should  again  be  unable  to  meet  its  engagements. 

III.  Eflfects  of  last  winter's  embarrassments. 

I  will  particularly  refer  to  but  one  contract — that  for  the  tunnel.  We 
have  in  much  detail  the  cost  of  this  work  for  each  month  since  its  com* 
mencement. 

The  eflfects  of  last  winter's  embarrassment  upon  this  contract  extended 
through  six  months  ;  during  which  time  the  work  cost  per  yard  a  little  up« 
ward  of  35  per  cent,  more  than  it  did  before,  and  has  done  since,  the  em- 
barrassments referred  to. 

The  loss  on  these  six  months'  work  at  the  tunnel  was  $20,000,  in  doing 
work  that  ought  no!  to  have  cost  exceeding  $56,000.  During  all  this  time 
the  contractor  managed  as  well  as  any  one  could  with  500  men  around 
him  who  had  become  outlaws  from  his  inability  to  discharge  them,  and 
from  the  inability,  at  all  times,  of  the  civil  authority  of  the  State  to  restrain 
the  laborers  along  the  line  of  canal  from  frequent  and  open  acts  of  violence. 

What  is  here  stated  in  regard  to  the  tunnel  was  true  (though  to  a  less 
extent,  perhaps)  of  other  pans  of  the  line.  Contractors  with  ample  means 
of  their  own  at  command,  and  those  with  comparatively  light  contracts 
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suffered  less,  proportionably,  than  others,  from  their  being  able  to  pay  off 
and  discharge  the  laborers  in  their  employ  when  the  means  of  the  compaDy 
failed. 

IV.  Increasq  of  the  present  over  the  "January- 1836  estimate." 

That  estimate  amounts  to  $3,560,619;  the  present  to  $6,080,657:  the 
latter  being  in  excess  of  the  former  nearly  71  per  cent.  (In  this  comparisoo 
no  mention  is  made  of  dam  No.  7,  in  connexion  wiih  the  present  estimate, 
as  dam  No.  6  was  not  included  in  the  "  January-1836  estimate."  1  wooH 
farther  remark,  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  certain  additional  works  embraced 
in  the  present  estimate,  and  not  included  in  the  former  one,  and  which 
would  go  to  reduce  the  per  centage  of  increase.) 

As  evidence  that  the  prices  of  the  "  January- 1836  estimate''  were  suffi- 
ciently high  for  the  time,  1  will  state  that  an  application  of  the  prices  paid 
for  the  work  of  the  108  miles  of  canal  between  dam  No.  5  and  Geoi]^ 
town,  to  the  quantities  of  the  <<  January-1836  estimate,"  makes  an  aroooot 
less  than,  that  estimate.  A  like  application  of  the  United  States  engineer^ 
prices  for  the  same  work  to  the  quantities  of  the  "  January-1836  estimate,' 
produces  also  an  amount  less  than  that  estimate. 

An  application  of  the  prices  of  the  "  January-1836  estimate"  for  the  ''SO 
miles,"  to  the  quantities  of  the  estimate  now  submitted,  shows  that  60  per 
cent,  of  the  increase  of  the  present  over  the  "  January-1836  estimate*  is 
chargeable  entirely  to  the  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the  cost  of  Ibe 
work  since  the  making  of  that  estimate.  Applying  this  result  to  the  whole 
77J  miles  (the  increase  of  cost  of  the  "  27J  miles"  over  the  original  esd- 
mate  being  less  than  the  like  increase  of  the  "  50  miles"),  we  may  safciy 
say  that  57  per  cent,  of  the  71  per  cent,  increase  of  the  present  estimate  is 
owing  to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  work  just  referred  to,  and  which  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  advance  in  the  cost  of  labor ;  by  the  great  costoL 
and  difficulty  in,  procuring  provisions  along  the  line  of  canal  now  in 
course  of  construction  ;  by  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  company;  and 
by  the  want  of  a  proper  control  over  the  laborers  by  the  civil  aathoritiesof 
the  State. 

The  difference  between  the  57  per  cent,  and  the  71  per  cent  is  chanEfi* 
ble  mainly  to  an  increase  of  quantities  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  progies 
of  construction,  for  the  security  of  the  canal. 

A  pamphlet  lately  published  in  England  gives  some  idea  of  the  chanie 
that  has  taken  place  in  that  country  in  the  cost  of  work  within  the  hfl( 
three  or  four  years.    It  is  stated  that — 

<<  The  cost  of  the  Grand  Junction  railway  was  estimated,  in  1833|  it 
£1,000,000.  By  the  directors'  report  of  January  last  (1838),  it  appean  thai 
the  amount  expended  on  the  line  to  that  time  was  upward  of  £ly6yO,(W 
and  that  a  large  additional  outlay  was  required  for  loconootive  power,  and 
the  completion  of  the  works  and  stations^'' 

"  The  estimate,  in  1834,  for  the  London  and  Birmingham  railway,  w« 
£2,500,000.  In  February,  1837,  this  was  increased  to  ^4,500,000;  and, 
from  the  last  report  of  the  directors,  it  appears  that  the  disborsemeots  ib 
30th  June,  1838,  had  amounted  to  this  sum,  and  their  chairman  slated  that 
an  additional  amount  of  £500,000  would  be  required  :  thus  increasiiig  the 
capital  of  the  company  to  £5,000,000.*' 

^'  The  Southampton  railway  act  was  passed  in  1834,  when  the  capital 
was  fixed  at  £1,000,000.    The  expenditure,  to  31sl  August  lasl(lS3S.V 
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was  £1,336,407,  and  a  further  outlay  of  £450,000  was  anticipated  as 
requisite  to  complete  the  railway." 

*•  The  capital  of  the  Dublin  and  Kingston  railway  was  fixed,  in  1831, 
at  £200,000.  By  the  February  report,  it  appears  that,  up  to  the  3ist  De- 
cember last  (1S37),  the  expenditure  on  the  works  had  amounted  to  nearly 
£300,000." 

"  The  original  estimate  (in  1838)  for  the  Greenwich  railway  was 
£400,000.  The  expenditure,  to  the  present  time  (1838),  is  about  £600,000, 
and  a  considerable  additional  sum  will  be  required  to  complete  the  works." 

To  the  above  list  may  be  added  the  Great  Western  railway,  which  was 
estimated  at  £2,500,^00,  but  which  will  cost  £5,000,000. 

The  works  here  enumerated,  it  appears,  were  estimated  in  1833  and 
1834,  at  the  aggregate  amount  of  about  thirty-seven  millions  of  dollars. 
Fifty  millions  have  already  been  expended  upon  them ;  and  it  is  now  as* 
certained  that  their  ultimate  cost  will  exceed  seventy  millions  of  dollars : 
equal  to  an  advance  of  ninety  per  cent,  upon  the  original  estimates. 

It  is  true  that  a  portion  of  this  large  advance  has  been  occasioned  by  im* 
provements  in  the  plan  of  the  work,  and  by  other  causes ;  yet,  still,  "  in- 
creased prices"  are  mentioned  as  largely  contributing  to  the  increase  of 
cost. 

In  reference  to  one  of  then;  (the  Tendon  and  Birmingham  railway),  the 
cost  of  which  has  been  double  the  original  estimate,  1  find  it  said  in  a  late 
publication  :  "  Prom  the  great  increase  in  prices  which  took  place  almost 
immediately  after  the  letting  of  the  works,  no  less  than  seven  contracts 
were  thrown  on  the  company's  hands,  and,  of  course,  these  were  the  most 
difficult  and  expensive  parts  of  the  works."  And  again :  '<  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact,  that  from  the  ^reat  rise  in  prices  there  is  hardly  one  of  the  con- 
tractors who  has  made  a  six-pence  by  the  three  years'  labor,"  &c. 

V.  Abandonments  and  relettings  of  work  within  tbe  last  year. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  40  per  cent,  mentioned  in  last  year's  state- 
ment, as  the  increase  then  to  be  anticipated  in  the  cost  of  work  to  do  ;  from 
the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  it  was  then  under  contract  at  prices  that 
would  make  such  increase.  Several  of  the  contracts  then  referred  to  have 
since  been  abandoned ;  and  when  relettings  have  taken  place,  prices  not 
less  than  30  per  cent,  in  advance,  in  addition  to  the  40  per  cent.,  have  been 
the  lowest  at  which  the  work  could  be  let ;  and,  even  at  this  great  advance, 
there  is  an  unwillingness  to  undertake  work. 

Much  more  might  be  said,  but  I  will  merely  add  that  the  present  esti- 
mate is  based  generally  upon  existing  contract  prices.  Whether  they  will 
prove  to  be  sufficient  or  insufficient,  depends  mainly  upon  the  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  company  to  prosecute  its  work. 

If  the  company  should  be  placed  in  a  position  admitting  of  a  steady, 
consistent,  and  vigorous  plan  of  operations,  with  the  civil  authorities  of 
the  State  able  to  maintain  order  along  the  line,  there  will  be  comparatively 
little  difficulty  in  pushing  on  the  work  to  an  early  completion. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  B.  FISK,  Chief  Engineer. 

To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  the  Commitite  on  Internal  Itnprovemenij  in  obedience  to  an 
order  of  the  house  in  reference  to  what  amount  of  money  has  beeti  bor- 
rowed, on  a  pledge  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land  J  issued  last  year,  and  what  portion  remains  unexpended. 

The  Comraittee  on  Internal  Improvement,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  house  directing  them  "  to  report  what  amount  of  money  has  been  bor- 
rowed, on  a  pledge  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  of  the  Slate  of  Mary- 
land, issued  last  year,  and  what  portion  remains  unexpended,"  submit  the 
following  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries  : 

That  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  under  the  resolution  of 
last  session,  received  from  the  treasurer  five  hundred  bonds  of  five  thonsand 
dollars  each  ;  three  hundred  of  these  bonds  were  remitted  in  April  last  to 
Mr.  Peabody,  their  agent  in  London,  with  authority  to  hypothecate  them 
for  money  to  be  borrowed  in  that  country.  After  a  careful  examinatioD  of 
the  correspondence  between  that  gentleman  and  the  company,  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  bonds  ($1,323,000)  have  been  hy- 
pothecated for  $1,155,222;  that  thirty-five  are  still  in  his  hands,  and  will 
be  barely  sufficient,  at  the  same  rate  of  hypothecation,  to  cover  the  advance 
which  he  has  already  made  to  the  company,  pay  his  commission,  and  de- 
fray the  expenses  which  must  necessarily  be  incurred  before  a  sale  cao  be 
efiected  at  any  thing  like  the  price  given  for  them  by  the  company.  What 
the  commission  and  agency  will  amount  to  is  not  known,  as  no  amtrsct 
has  been  made  with  him,  either  for  commission,  or  his  agency  in  attendio; 
to  their  concerns.  With  unbounded  confidence  in  his  skill  and  judgmeot, 
arising,  doubtless,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charged a  similar  trust  confided  to  him  by  the  State,  they  have  been  coo- 
tent  with  conferring  on  him  unlimited  power  to  act  as  he  thought  best  for 
tlie  interest  of  the  company.  Of  the  two  hundred  bonds  retamed  by  the 
company,  eighty-six  were  hypothecated  anterior  to  the  31st  of  December, 
1838.  On  the  31st  of  January,  1839,  twenty-two  bonds  were  placed  ia 
the  Bank  of  North  America  for  safekeeping,  eighty-nine  remained  in  ike 
Bank  of  Washington,  and  three  in  the  hands  of  the  company.  Since  thil 
time  they  have  hypothecated  forty-six.  The  balance  (sixty-eight — equal  10 
$340,000)  are  placed  in  the  Bank  of  Washington,  as  collateral  security  fa 
its  endorsement  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  company  on  their  agent  in  Loo- 
don.  The  rates  of  hypothecation  in  this  country,  with  a  single  exceptiofi 
(Bank  of  North  America),  are  represented  by  the  company  as  having  been 
effected  at  par. 

Amount  of  money  borrowed  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Camptatf 
upon  a  pledge  oj  the  certificates  of  stock  of  the  State  of  MaryUaidj  is- 
sued in  1838. 

Borrowed  in  London      .....      $1,155,222  OS 
Premium  for  exchange   -  -  -  .  .  103,703  (B 

1,258,925  W 

Borrowed  in  the  United  States  prior  to  January  1,  1839  -  430,Ono  W 

Since  that  date  .....  .  230,000  W 

i,9i8,aajff 
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Differencee  between  the  amount  hypothecated  by  Mr.  Peabody,and  received 

by  the  connpany  .....  $24,01)7  93 

Ic  this  country  -  .  .  .  .  I^OOO  00 

25,007  93 


Of  the  above,  there  remained  unexpended  on  the  1st  January,  1839 — 

In  banks         -            -            -            -            -            -  $4,947  70 

In  the  hands  of  commissionAs            -            -            -  23,847  97 

Paid  to  railroad  company,  to  be  refunded        -            -  120,000  00 

Advanced  to  commissioners    ....  8,000  00 

Sixty-eight  bonds  in  the  Bank  of  Washington             -  340,000  00 
Difference  between  the  amount  hypothecated  by  Mr. 

Peabody,  as  received  by  the  company          -            -  169,778  00 

Premium  for  exchange            ....  16,279  92 

Unexpended  by  the  company  -  -  681 ,853  59 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peabody,  dated  London,  De- 
cember 13, 1838,  will  show  the  rates  at  which  the  hypothecations  have  been 
made  by  him :  "  I  should  have  before  observed  to  you,  that,  with  a  view  of 

S' ving  the  Joint  Stock  Bank  additional  confidence  in  their  security,  to  induce 
em  to  renew  the  loan  of  £40,000,*  I  deposited  with  that  institution  forty- 
four  bonds  ($220,000).  In  all  other  cases,  I  have  obtained  £1,000  on  each 
bond."  The  only  case  in  which  the  contract  of  hypothecation  is  particu- 
larly known,  is  the  loan  of  £100,000,  on  a  pledge  of  £112,500,  mentioned 
by  that  gentleman  in  his  letter  of  July  13, 1838.  Under  this  contract,  in 
default  of  the  payment  of  either  principal  or  interest,  the  lender  is  author- 
ized to  sell  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  and  the  agent  bound  to  make 
good  any  deficiency.  Such  contracts  leave  the  company  no  alternative ; 
they  must  sell,  or  subject  themselves  to  risks  which  they  are  not  warranted 
in  running.  A  thousand  unforeseen  causes  may  depress  the  money-market. 
At  such  a  moment  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  parties  with  whom  they 
have  contracted  will  forego  the  opportunity  of  enriching  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  the  company,  by  causing  an  immediate  sale  of  the  bonds.  The 
low  rates  at  which  the  hypothecations  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Peabody 

i rarely  exceeding  85  cents  in  the  dollar),  and  the  short  dates  at  which  they 
lave  been  effected  (many  at  30,  60,  and  90  days),  present  to  the  foreign 
capitalists  the  alluring  prospect  of  future  profit,  and  the  almost  certain  means 
of  attaining  it.  The  slighest  pressure  in  the  money-market,  and  those  very 
bonds  which  cost  the  company  120  cents  the  dollar,  may  be  sold  at  80. 
The  Legislature  certainly  never  imagined,  at  the  moment  of  ratifying  the  ill* 
fitted  sale  of  the  commissioners,  that  such  a  sacrifice  could  by  possibility  ever 
be  made.  The  committee  are  unable  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
pany in  relation  to  these  very  bonds.  In  the  first  place,  they  gave  more  for 
them  than  they  would  have  brought  in  the  market  at  the  time  they  pur- 
chased them.  In  the  second,  they  proceeded  to  hjrpothecate  them  at  once, 
on  terms  so  disadvantageous  as  rendered  their  retention  of  them  utterly  im- 
possible.    Did  they  intend  to  procure  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  work 


♦  $177,600. 
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at  any  sncrifice,  and  did  they  adopt  the  hypothecating  process  as  the  one 
most  likely  to  conceal  their  intentions  ?  To  have  sold  the  bonds  at  once, 
much  as  they  wanted  the  money,  would  have  been  too  palpable.  They  by- 
pothecate  them,  however,  on  terms  which  may  bring  them  into  market: 
and  thus,  what  was  the  product  of  design,  may  seem  to  be  the  result  or 
accident.  The  committee  desire  to  be  distinctly  understood,  not  as  censor- 
ing the  company  for  endeavoring  to  raise  nK)ney  on  the  bonds,  but  fordoing 
it  at  such  rates  and  on  such  terms  as  it  has  been  done.  Had  those  hypoth^ 
cations  been  made  at  longer  dates,  it  would  have  been  infinitely  better,  by 
affording  the  company  more  time  to  make  their  arrangements  for  a  renewal 
of  their  contracts,  and  left  them  less  to  apprehend  from  the  fluctuations  of 
the  money-market.  The  State  evidently  designed,  in  requiring  a  premium 
of  20  per  cent,  on  the  sale  of  her  bonds,  that  a  sinking  fund  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  which  she  incurred  in  making  so  libeni 
an  advance  to  the  company ;  and  that,  for  every  dollar  to  be  apphed  to  the 
work,  20  cents  should  be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  creation  of  a  sinking 
fuud,  and  the  payment  of  the  three  years'  interest  stipulated  in  the  act  of 
1836.  This  object  has  been  defeated  by  the  purchase  and  hypothecatioQ 
of  the  bonds  by  the  company.  The  20  cents  has  been  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury, but  it  has  been  effected  at  the  expense  of  the  work  by  abstracting  tint 
amount  from  the  fund  intended  for  its  construction.  The  committee  wooU 
particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company  '<  showing  the  aggregate  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
that  company  on  the  31st  December,  m  the  years  IS37  and  1838,  respect- 
ively." This  report  is  unquestionably  incorrect,  and  admitted  to  be  so  bf 
the  officers  of  the  company.  The  reasons  which  influenced  them  (the  ooii- 
pany)  in  submitting  a  document  admitted  to  be  incorrect,  can  best  be  ex- 

Elained  by  the  company  themselves.  Professing,  as  it  does  on  its  &ce,  to 
a  a  detailed  statement  of  their  expenditures  for  those  years,  one  is  astoB- 
ished  on  discovering  that  what  had  been  actually  expended  for  one  purpOR^ 
had  been  charged  under  a  different  head  for  another  purpose.  Thus,  ex- 
penditures for  printing,  stationery,  law  expenses,  &c.,  &c.,  instead  of  beifli 
charged  under  those  heads,  had  been  charged  to  "acquisition  of  bonds' tf 
"  contingent  expenses." 

It  is  due  to  the  president  of  the  company  to  state,  that  so  soon  as  the  env 
was  pomted  out,  an  amended  statement  was  made  out  That  the  accoiutf 
is  correct  in  the  aggregate,  is  not  questioned ;  it  is  the  manner  in  wfakk 
Chey  have  expend^  tbs  moneys  intrusted  to  them,  and  not  the  amoiA 
that  enables  us  to  decide  on  the  capacity  and  efficiency  of  the  administiir 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

The  exchange  between  this  country  and  England  for  the  last  twetfi 
months  may  be  put  down  at  nine  per  cent.  At  this  rate  they  would  htv* 
received  on  $1,155,222  ^the  sum  which  they  charge  themselyea  with  fer 
<<  premium  for  exchange"),  $103,703 ;  while  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  aoMMtf 
borrowed  by  Mr.  Peatody  was  remitted  to  them  in  sovereigns.  What  diV 
aold  for,  or  whether  the  premium  for  which  they  sold  was  added  to  tbe^fie' 
mium  for  exchange,"  is  not  known.  Many  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  000- 
panv  on  Mr.  Peabody,  ought  to  have  brought  from  10  to  12  per  cenL;  IW 
isf  the  difference  of  exchange  between  New  York  and  the  Distriet  dIMi 
ought  to  be  added  to  the  exchange  between  this  country  and  England.  lb 
mention  is  made  of  domestic  bills ;  and  the  exchange  between  those  two 
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places,  if  included  in  the  $103,703  05,  is  but  so  much  abstracted  from  what 
they  ought  to  have  received  for  premiums  on  foreign  bills. 

To  be  enabled  to  judge  correctly  of  tlie  condition  of  the  company,  or  the 
administration  of  their  fiscal  affairs,  one  should  have  something  more  to  re- 
ly on  than  the  annual  exhibits  which  they  furnish.  The  hypothecation  in 
this  country  is  represented  by  the  company  as  having  been  made  at  par  ; 
while  the  fact  of  their  having  received  a  part,  if  not  the  whole  amount,  in 
Virginia  paper,  is  concealed  in  the  general  statement  of  the  company.  To 
illustrate  this  matter,  we  will  suppose  a  loan  to  have  been  effected  in  the 
Bank  of  North  America  for  $100,  on  a  pledge  of  that  amount  of  State  bonds : 
if  the  amount  received  by  them  was  in  Virginia  paper,  6  per  cent,  below 
par,  the  hypothecation  uuquestionably  was  not  made  as  represented.  They 
should  have  received  $105;  that  is,  they  could  have  obtained  $105  of  Vir- 
ginia paper,  if  the  amount  borrowed  by  them  had  been  paid  in  New  York 
paper.  It  is  true  the  company  paid  it  away  at  the  rate  of  dollar  for  dollar, 
but  their  loss  was  not  the  less  certain.  In  that  very  statement,  imperfect  as 
it  is,  is  a  charge  under  the  head  of  "  contingent  expenses,''  of  $14,000  for 
1S38.  Such  a  charge  should  never  be  allowed  ;  it  is  calculated  to  conceal 
the  profligacy  of  any  set  of  men  who  might  be  disposed  to  convert  to  pri- 
vate use  what  was  intended  for  public  purposes.  The  committee  do  not 
iutend  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  company  have  acted  improperly  in  this 
instance ;  it  is  the  mode  in  which  statements  of  expenditures  are  usually 
made  out.  They  incline  to  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  set  of  men,  however 
pure  and  spotless  their  character,  but  should  be  required  to  exhibit,  annually, 
a  full  and  fair  statement  of  the  particular  manner  in  which  every  dollar  has 
been  expended  for  that  year.  Such  a  course  will  tend  to  remove  tempta- 
tion and  prevent  fraud. 

What  course  the  State  should  pursue  in  relation  to  this  work  at  this  time, 
requires  the  most  serious  consideration.  The  State  has  already  incurred 
responsibilities,  in  the  prosecution  of  her  works  of  internal  improvement, 
which  are  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  estimate  of  her  ability  to  meet  them. 
"When  to  these  are  added  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  company,  and  re- 
qnired  by  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehannah  railroad,  the  amount  is  indeed 
startling,  and  requires  more  than  ordinary  reflection  in  devising  the  means 
of  sustaining  her  credit,  by  providing  what  she  has  already  incurred,  before 
creating  additional  obligations.  The  difference  between  those  two  works 
mnst  be  obvious  to  any  one  who  looks  at  the  relative  position  which  they 
occupy.  The  one  terminates  within  the  limits  of  the  State ;  the  other  be- 
yond it  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  former  are  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  State ;  those  flowing  from  the  latter  are  shared  in  common  by  those 
living  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  who  are  not  even  answerable  for 
the  responsibilities  incurred  in  its  construction.  Why  then  should  Mary- 
land be  alone  required  to  strain  every  nerve  for  its  completion,  when  those 
who  are  equally  interested  are  unwilling  to  advance  a  single  dollar  7  While 
other  States,  adoptmg  a  wiser  and  more  settled  policy,  are  intent  on  apply- 
ing their  resources  to  works  exclusively  their  own,  Maryland  is  devoting 
bevs  to  the  completion  of  works  in  which  others  are  as  much  interested  as 
herKlf. 

The  manner  in  which  she  has  been  drawn  in  by  the  statements  and  es- 
timates of  this  company,  should  not  be  forgotten  at  this  time.  Twice  al- 
nady  has  the  State  contributed  what  the  company  has  assured  her  would 
be  amply  sufficient  to  complete  this  work.    Twice  has  this  moneyi  or  a 


me  warns  ana  wisnes  oi  me  uenerai  uovernmeni.  w  nen 
mind  that  this  work,  in  all  human  probability,  would  have  fa 
had  it  been  constructed  as  originally  designed,  and  had  no 
ment  been  made,  it  cannot  be  asking  too  much,  either  to  c 
remunerate  the  State  for  the  additional  cost  which  the  State 
ject  to.  They  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  follow 
and  resolutions. 

WILLIAM  T.  wool 
Chainnan  of  the 

Whereas,  the  United  States,  (he  cities  of  the  District  of  Ck>h 
State  of  Maryland,  in  view  of  their  common  interest  in  the  C 
Ohio  canal,  did.  upon  the  commencement  of  that  work,  com 
proportions,  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  at  the  moment  siippi 
ficient  for  its  completion :  and  whereas,  this  State  has  subs 
tributed  to  the  same  object  the  sum  of  $5,126,000  over  and  abo 
of  its  original  subscription,  it  is  unjust  that  the  State  shouk 
with  the  entire  cost  of  completing  this  work,  from  which  the 
are  to  derive  advantages  equal,  at  the  least,  to  those  wtiict; 
the  State,  while  the  other  parties  retain  their  control  over  i 
their  right  to  share  in  the  immediate  profits,  as  proprietors 
more  especially  as  additional  contributions  are  rendered  nea 
application  of  a  large  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  company  to 
tion  of  a  commodious  basin  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
expenditures  occasioned  by  an  enlargement  of  the  dimensions  o 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  General  Government :  Thi 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^  That 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  solicit  from 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
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rtie  said  cana)  with  all  reasonable  despatch  to  the  town  of  Cumberland ;  and 
tliat,  in  time  of  war,  the  troops,  stores^  and  munitions  of  war  of  the  United 
Stales  shall  and  may  be  transported  on  said  canal  free  from  all  charf^es. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
;oin^  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Re{)resentatives 
n  CongresS)  soon  after  the  Rext  meeting  of  Congress,. 


No.  3. 


Omnmnntvathnfmn  George  C.  Washington,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  m  answer  to  the  rejwrt  made  to  the  House 
of  Delcsrates,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  w*  Internal  Improve^ 
tnent^  in  relation  to  said  company. 

STo  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Honse  of  DHegates  -of  the  State  of 

Maryland^ 

The  undersized,  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
m  behalf  of  himself  and  the  board  of  directors  with  whom  he  is  associated, 
nose  respectfully  asks  leave  to  offer  some  statements  in  reference  to  the 
ifftiirs  of  that  company,  and  4he  conduct  of  its  officers,  which  have  been  the 
subjects  of  a  recent  examination  by  the  internal  improvement  committee  of 
he  House  of  Delc^ates^ 

A  report,  made  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  was  placed  by  him  in 
he  hands  of  the  undersigned,  on  the  day  of  its  presentation  to  the  house, 
vith  a  request  that  he  would  make  any  suggestions  as  to  its  correctness 
hat  he  might  see  fit.  After  such  examination  tis  the  brief  lime  would  allow, 
t  was  returned  to  the  chairman,  with  the  assurance  that,  if  such  were  the* 
xmciusioiis  at  which  the  committee  had  arrived,  it  would  be  useless  to 
K>int  to  particular  errors,  as  the  whole  character  of  the  report  was  calcu- 
ated  to  place  the  company  in  a  wrong  position,  not  justified  by  the  facts  in 
he  case,  and  which  it  could  not  consent  to  occupy. 

It  is  painful  to  the  undersigned  to  he  forced  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
legislature,  and  to  controvert  the  views  of  one  of  its  committees,  thou^arh, 
i8  he  trusts,  not  sustained  by  its  unanimous  voice.  A  proper  respect  for 
Iw  opinion  of  the  public,  for  his  own  character,  and  that  of  the  highly  re- 
pectable  gentlemen  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  in  managing  the 
fiairs  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  would  forbid  him  to 
e  silent,  or  rest  under  imputations  afiecting,  as  they  conceive,  their  honor, 
nolives,  and  conduct.  To  honorable  minds,  reputation  is  dearer  than  life 
iaelf ;  and  without  the  one,  the  other  is  not  worth  preserving.  Charges, 
herefore,  affecting  individuals  whose  integrity  has  never  been  impeached,. 
aid  whose  conduct  through  life  has  won  for  them  the  esteem  and  confidence 
4  their  fellow-men,  should  not  be  made,  except  on  the  surest  grounds  and- 
DOSt  conclusive  proofs.  But  we  look  to  no  shield  for  protection,  but  such. 
•  the  plain  straight- forward  facts  and  proofis  in  the  case  may  afford  us ; 
md  by  them  we  are  content  to  stand  or  fiill,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Legis-^ 
ilufe  and  a  candid  public  We  claim  no  exemption  from  that  fallacy  of 
■dgment  which  often  leads  men  wiser  than  ourselves  into  error;  but  onlv 
■k|  ia  cofiomon  charity,  not  to  have  the  integrity  of  our  motives  uii\«tK3ci^% 
16 
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The  report  adverts  to  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  company  and 
the  commissioners  of  the  State,  for  the  purchase  of  the  bonds  aathorized  to 
he  issued  to  meet  her  subscription  of  $3,000,000  to  the  canal  company,  and 
which  appears  not  to  be  within  the  scope  of  inquiry  directed  by  the  House. 
Whether  this  arrangement  was  wisely  or  ill  advised,  or  whether  such  au- 
thority was  conferred  on  the  commissioners,  is  not,  at  this  day,  a debateable 
question.  The  commissioners,  of  whom  the  chief  judge  was  one,  deemed 
the  power  to  be  vested  in  them,  and  acted  accordingly.  The  right  of  the 
companies  to  purchase  was  sustained  by  ihe  opinions  of  learned  counsel, 
and  the  State  has  formally  ratified  the  contract.  Surely  no  blame  or  im- 
proper motives  can  attach  to  the  president  and  directors  for  thetr  agency  in 
the  negotiation,  when  they  were  only  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, as  expressed  in  general  meeting ;  the  iState  of  Maryland  being  repre- 
sented on  the  occasion,  and  ffiving  her  assetU, 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  act  directing  the  snbscription  of 
$3,000,000  passed  in  June,  1836,  and  that  it  was  two  years  tliereafter  befoie 
it  was  made  available  to  the  company  by  the  delivery  of  the  bonds  undir 
the  contract,  and  before  any  disposition  could  be  made  of  them  ;  dariogall 
which  time,  the  company  was  encompassed  by  every  difSculty :  but  still, 
relying  on  the  faith  of  the  State,  and  the  ultimate  availability  of  her  sub- 
scription, continued  to  prosecute  the  works  with  all  the  energy  within  in 
means,  and  to  avoid  a  suspension,  which  it  was  believed  then,  as  nev. 
would  be  fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  and  to  all  other  interciti 
dependant  on  the  completion  of  the  canal  to  Cumberland. 

These  difficulties  were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  investigations  which  wot 
instituted  at  the  last  session,  and  by  the  questions  which  were  then  hgildki 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  contract  with  the  company,  and  the  obiigatioiis«( 
the  State  under  her  subscription. 

It  is  well  known  to  gentleman  now  representing  the  western  couim 
that  the  alarm  produced  by  these  movements  induced  the  contractors  lod^ 
cline  employing  laborers  as  they  were  discharged  from  the  finished 
who,  consequently,  and  in  large  nnmbers,  sought  employment  elsewben^ 
and,  when  confidence  was  restored,  could  only  be  replaced  at  enhnacd 
wages  ;  of  course,  delaying  the  works,  and  adding  largely  to  their  cost 

The  same  effects  are  again  felt  from  similar  causes :  laborers  are  norii 
numbers  seeking  employment  on  the  canal ;  but  the  contractors  are  kuU 
of  entering  into  further  engagements,  knowing  that,  without  additional  i4 
the  means  of  the  company  will  not  justify  the  prosecution  of  the  work  nndtf 
contract. 

The  bonds  of  the  State,  to  the  amount  of  $2,500,000,  were  plaeed  ii  t^ 
possession  of  the  company  in  the  month  of  April  of  the  last  yeu;  t&fif 
two  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  June,  1836.  It  is  beneved  M 
could  the  commissioners  have  offered  the  bonds  for  sale  in  1S83,  the  p^ 
mium  demanded  by  the  State  conid  have  been  obtained,  as  the  rate  of  ^ 
change  between  this  country  and  England  had  reached  as  high  u  ISarH 
per  cent.,  and  the  European  markets  were  not  then  as  sabseqnenilift* 
flooded  with  American  securities. 

The  engagements  of  the  company  were  large,^  and  its*  wants  so  |M^ 
as  to  admit  of  no  delay  in  making  the  bonds  available  at  the  earlisstpflri^ 
It  was  determined  to  transmit  $1,500,000  to  an  amnt  in  Londbo,  aii* 
retain  81,000,000  in  this  country,  either  for  sale  or  faypofheeatioB,ai  '  ^ 
he  most  advisable.    The  bonds  in  this  country  were-  fonhwich 
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,  but  no  offer  was  made  which  the  company  could  feel  justified  in 
ig.  We  conceived  it  our  duty,  though  unsuccessful,  to  try  the  mar- 
his  country.  To  meet  our  more  immediate  and  pressing  wants, 
ere  effected  with  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  the  District  of  Ck>lum* 
he  par  of  $100. 

most  serious  charee  preferred  agrainst  us  in  the  report  is  in  regard 
lypothecation  of  the  State  bonds  in  Europe,  and  broadly  implicating 
wes  of  (he  company  through  its  officers, 

report  says:  «» The* committee  ars  unable  to  account  for  the  conduct 
company  in  relation  to  these  Ijonds.  In  the  first  place,  they  gave 
it  them  than  they  would  have  brought  in  the  market ;  in  the  sec- 
ey  proceeded  to  hypothecate  them  at  once,  on  terms  so  disadvan- 
as  rendered  their  redemption  of  them  utterly  impossible.  Did  they 
to  procure  means  to  carry  on  their  works  at  any  sacrifice,  and  did 
lopt  the  hypothecating  process  as  the  one  most  likely  to  conceal 
letitions  J  To  have  sold  the  bonds  at  once,  much  as  they  wanted 
would  have  been  too  palpable.  They  hypothecate  them,  however, 
s  which  maif  bring  them  into  market ;  and  thiis,  what  was  the  prod- 
lesigU)  may  seem  to  be  the  result  of  accident."  Against  the  impa* 
f  such  unworthy  motives  we  most  solemnly  protest ;  and  tnist  irt 
lel  to  satisfy  every  candid  mind  that  they  do  not  justly  attach  to  us: 
londuct"  o(  the  company,  and  the  reatons  for  its  action,  will  be  found 
n  the  tenth  annual  report  to  the  stockholders,  made  in  June  last,  and 
the  recent  communication  to  the  Governor,  which  has  been  laid  be- 
Legislature ;  but  more  particularly  in  the  correspondence  between 
ipany  and  Mr.  Peabody,  its  agent  in  London,  Firom  those  data,  it 
seen  that  the  company,  throughout  the  whole  transaction,  has  been 
;ed  by  no  other  than  the  most  correct  and  (as  it  had  hoped  would  be 
td)  praiseworthy  motives.  Every  precaution  was  suggested  to  the 
»r  the  security  of  the  stock  and  the  prevention  of  any  sacrifice.  He 
jed,  if  practicable,  to  effect  loans  on  hypothecations  at  long  dates, 
to  accomplish  the  object,  he  had  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  interest, 
le  selection  of  an  agent,  we  were  influenced  by  the  personal 
ige  we  had  of  him,  by  his  private  and  commercial  connexions 
State,  and  by  the  opinion  of  the  other  commissioners,  who  had 
'  returned  from  London,  and  represented  Mr.  Peabody  as  occu- 
high  standing  for  integrity,  commercial  information,  and  devotion 
less.  We  have  found  him  an  eflicient  agent,  and  have  no  reason  to 
lat  his  negotiations  have  been  conducted  on  the  best  terms  which 
ley-market  would  admit  of.  From  the  distance  between  the  parties, 
ing  full  confidence  in  him,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  give  him 
mary  powers  to  act  for  the  company  as,  in  his  judgment,  might  seem 
oar  interests, 

i^mpany  gave  no  advice  to  the  agent  to  hypothecate  the  bonds  at 
a  tlie  par ;  but,  acting  under  the  general  discretionary  powers  given 
1  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  growing  out  of  the  vast  amount  of 
Fered  in  that  market  for  sale  or  hypothecation,  he  has  been  compelled' 
e  the  bonds  at  from  about  1 1  to  12J  per  cent,  below  the  par — except 
listance,  when  44  bonds,  of  $6,000  each,  were  pledged  for  a  loan  of 
). 

pears  from  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Willink,  a  distinguished 
of  Auriierdam,  to  Mr.  Peabody,  who  had  requested  birti  to  effect  a 
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loan  for  us  in  Holland,  at  a  long  date,  for  £100,000  or  £  150,000.  that  loaM 
on  current  stocks  at  that  place  could  not  be  made  on  so  favorable  leriiis  a? 
in  England,  as  he  says  '^  it  is  a  law,  by  enstom,  that  there  shonid  be  a  mar' 
gin  of  25  per  cent.,  and  such  loans  are  never  for  a  loi>gcr  period  than  sii 
months.  That  margin  must  exist  all  througliout  the  liuie  of  the  loan ;  aixl, 
in  case  of  a  decline  of  the  &tock,  the  deficiency  must  be  supplied  in  the 
twenty  four  hours." 

The  heaviest  negotiation  effected  l>y  Mr.  Peabody  was  in  July  last,  for 
the  sum  of  £100,000,  at  twelve  moiUhSj  to  be  taken  in  iiistalnnents  m  Oc- 
tober and  November  following,  as  the  money  might  be  requiredi  ai>d  bear- 
ing interest,  from  il\e  time  h  was  received,  at  the  rate  of  4|r  per  cent  per 
annum,  with  the  privilege  of  retiring  the  loan  at  any  time  within  the  year, 
with  an  allowance  of  4  per  cent,  for  the  unexpired  time }  for  ll>i»  loaiir 
bonds  of  the  State  were  pledged  at  12^  per  cent,  below  the  par.  With  re- 
gard to  the  terms  of  this  loan,  Mr.  Peabody  says  :  ^'  The  house  with  which 
I  have  made  the  contract  is  Overend,  Gurney,  &  Co.,  with  whom  I  hafe 
done  a  large  business  for  six  or  eight  years  ;  they  are  the  largest  roooer 
operators  in  the  world ;  their  business  averages  sixty  millions  sterling  per 
annum ;  they  discount  noore  than  the  Bank  of  England.  When  you  lake 
into  consideration  the  time  allowed  me  to  receive  tl)e  money,  so  liar  ia  ad- 
vance, and  at  periods  to  meet  your  bills  wit)K)ut  loss  of  interest,  the  gr^at 
strength  of  the  house,  and  the  privilege  of  paying  by  instalments,  if  neces- 
sary, within  }  per  cent,  per  annum  of  the  rate  charged,  I  certainly  think 
the  terms  extremely  favorable ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  thej 
are  more  so  than  any  loan  that  has  been  contracted  here  for  a  long  period 
I  do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  borrow  more  on  equally  favorable  terms."* 

This  loan  covers  nearly  half  the  amount  of  our  foreign  hypotbecatioM 
and  is  not  due  until  the  middle  of  July  next.  Is  it  not,  then,  apparent,  frov 
the  above  statement,  that  our  loans  have  been  ejected  on  terms  equallf,  tf 
not  more,  favorable  than  to  other  parties,  who  have  been  compelled  to  resort 
to  similar  means  to  raise  nioney? 

The  borrower  of  money  cannot  dictate  terms  to  the  lender.  He  nxBl 
either  receive  it  on  the  l)est  conditions  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  bekfi. 
or  do  without  it.  Is  it  not  the  ordinary  transaction  of  every  day,  aa' 
within  our  knowledge,  that  individuals,  to  effect  loans,  have  to  pMff 
property  at  less  than  its  real  value — not  thereby  incurring  its  certain  ki, 
but  only  his  control  over  it  until  redeemed  7 

Is  there  a  bank  that  will  loan  money,  on  even  its  own  stock,  at  ils  F" 
value  or  market  price ;  but  do  they  not  usually  require  the  pledge  to  beii 
15  or  20  per  cent,  below  the  par  value? 

Had  not  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Gaul 
Cooipany  considered  delay  in  the  prosecution  of  that  great  work  u>  c* 
pletion  as  infinitely  more  serious  in  its  consequences  to  the  Slate  tl» 
any  probable  risk  of  loss  in  obtaining  loans,  it  would  not  of  course  hatei^ 
sorted  to  this  expedient,  the  only  one  left  to  them.  Had  theysuspendcdiki 
works  altogether,  with  the  means  of  prosecuting  them  at  hand,  therebf  d» 
appointing  the  just  expectations  of  the  State,  and  every  inteieat  ceoDecw 
with  the  improvement ;— had  they  urged  as  their  excuse,  the  faar  of  taM 
the  responsibility  of  using,  in  the  only  mode  in  whieh  ihey  ceoU  beai* 
available,  the  means  placed  in  their  hands  by  the  State,  for  the  expre«ip 
pose  of  carrying  on  the  works  ;  and  this,  too,  from  the  mere  aypnto"*" 
qf  lossy  which  notliiog  at  the  time  could  justify  f—tbftii,  Inilyp  woaM  ik4 
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have  merited  the  just  indignation  of  the  State,  and  even  heavier  censnre 
than  is  now  cast  on  them  by  the  report,  for  doing  that  which  in  their  con- 
sciences they  deemed  to  be  an  imperions  discharge  of  duty.  But,  at  the 
tinie  these  hypothecations  were  made,  there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for 
appVehension  that  any  sacrifice  could  be  made  of  the  State  bonds.  Mutual 
confidence  and  the  most  friendly  relations  subsisted  between  this  country 
and  England,  promising  to  be  perpetual;  and  if  circumstances  havesubse- 
(jnently  occurred  to  disturb  for  a  time  the  harmony  which  existed  between 
the  two  nations,  the  want  of  sagacity  in  not  foreseeing  it  cannot  justly  be 
charged  to  us. 

Biit,  in  M  that  the  company  has  done,  in  relation  to  the  State  bondts, 
has  it  violated  any  law,  or  usurped  any  power  not  properly  belonging  to  it? 
Has  it  acted  in  defiance  of  the  best  advice  it  could  receive  on  either  side  of 
Ihe  ocean,  or  Irns  it  acted  only  in  conformity  with  such  advice  ?  Is  not  its 
riehc either  to  sell  or  hypothecate  the  l)onds  expressly  recognised  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  27th  xMarch,  1838  ? 

If,  then,  they  have  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  State  herself,  and  from 
the  best  convictions  of  their  judgments,  it  is  .hoped  they  will  at  least  be  ac- 
ijuitted  of  any  design  "  to  procure  the  means  to  carry  on  their  work  at  any 
Sacrifice,"  and  of  adopting  *•  the  hypothecating  process,  as  the  one  most 
likely  to  conceal  their  intentions,"  or  of  having  attempted  to  do  thai  indi- 
rectly, which  it  would  have  been  too  "  palpable"  to  have  done  directly. 

The  first  letter  from  the  president  ot  the  company  to  Mr.  P«*abody  is  ap- 
pended to  this  communication  ;  and  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  mem- 
bers will  read  it,  as  showing  tl^  views  of  the  board  in  regard  to  the  sale  or 
hypothecation  of  the  bonds. 

Mr.  Peabody,  in  reply  to  that  portion  of  the  letter  relating  to  his  commis- 
sions, says  :  *'  My  charges  for  borrowing  money  on  the  stock,  effecting  sales, 
or  attending  to  any  business  you  may  have  in  Europe,  that  you  may  intrust 
to  my  care,  shall  not  exceed  those  of  respectable  houses  in  this  city,  nor  be 
more  than  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  services  I  may  perform." 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  of  the  president  of  the  company  to 
Mr.  Peabody,  in  addition  to  the  appended  letter,  will  show  the  feelings  of 
the  board  in  reo^ard  to  the  hypothecations: 

Letter  dated  21  si  June,  1838 :  "  It  is  desirable,  if  possible,  and  would  save 
you  trouble,  to  make  hypothecations  at  long  dates,  even  at  a  higher  rate  of 
'nterest,  if  it  cannot  be  done  on  other  terras.  Might  not  stich  loans  be  ef- 
fected on  the  continent.^'  Asfain,  from  the  same  letter:  "I  have  no  hesi- 
f^tion  in  declaring  my  belief  that  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  will 
Hake  such  alterations  in  the  law,  for  the  convenience  of  the  purchasers  of 
h«5  stocks,  that  you  may  suggest.  It  is  obviously  her  interest  to  do  so,  and 
^  enable  you  to  procure  the  highest  prices." 

Mr.  Peabody,  in  his  first  letter,  discourages  us  from  any  attempt  to  sell 
^•^  bonds  in  tfieir  present  form,  and  strongly  advises  their  conversion  into 
^Ock  in  another  shape.  He  urges  the  same  advice  in  almost  every  letter, 
^d  stiil  more  strongly  intimates  it  in  his  last  letter,  written  in  February. 
^  the  proposition  for  a  conversion  of  the  present  G  per  cent,  into  5  per 
^Ht.  sterling  bonds  is  now  pending  before  the  Legislature,  it  may  be  inter- 
'^ing  to  the  members  to  have  the  views  of  one  intimately  acquainted  with 
"^^  value  of  every  description  of  American  stocks,  and  residing  in  the 
"•latest  money  market  in  the  world.  In  his  first  letter,  dated  London,  22d 
•^ly,  1836,  he  says,  after  giving  the  price  current  of  stocks:  *-The  new 


sell  u  tew  ot  your  certilicates  at  pur,  Dut  no  large,  amoiiiit 
within  a  short  period  at  more  than  OS  or  99.  A  5  per  cent. 
interest,  payable  in  London,  would  brincr  within  3  per  cent 
price.  Do  you  not  think  the  Legislature  oi'  Maryland  won 
at  their  next  session,  authorizing  the  commissioner  of  loans 
bonds  in  excliange  for  the  0  per  cent,  certiticcites,  on  tern 
sonic  measure  protect  you  and  the  Baltnnore  and  OJiio  Railr 
from  the  <rreat  loss  you  will  otherwise  sustain  ?  Surely  the 
ihe  Slate  has  iu  these  works,  and  wiiii  the  knowledge  of  the  m 
obli^^ed  thtMU  to  take  the  ci^rtificatns  nt  so  hi^h  a  rate,  the  Li 
not  be  so  unjust  as  to  make  the  other  stockholders  bear  the  h 
will  otherwise  be  sustained.  This  plan  I  would  recommend 
Legislature  should  be  di>posed  to  act  in  a  just  and  lil)eral  man 
by  buch  an  exchange,  protect  you  from  loss,  and  without  an 
to  the  Slate." 

Mr.  Willink,  of  Amsterdau),  iu  c  letter  to  Mr.  Peal)ody,  sp 
Maryland  6  per  cent,  bonds,  says :  "In  fact,  I  o))Scrved  bu 
even  to  purchase  the  same,  as  a  (5  per  cent,  stock  is  not  reli^l 
^idiTod  more  in  the  licrhi  of  a  want  oi  means  on  the  part  of 
who,  by  olluring  such  an  interest,  hurts  his  own  credit."  J 
other  and  more  recent  letters  to  the  same  e/Tect  could  be  c;iven 
to  condense,  as  much  as  pissiLle,  this  communication^  tJic  ab< 
fice,  as  showing  the  opinions  entertained  in  Euroi)e  as  to  the  ] 
verting  the  6  per  cent.  lN)nds  of  the  State  into  5  per  cent,  si 
The  nndersitrntd  has  sought  inielliv:ence  fmm  the  most  respcc 
and  financiers  of  our  own  country,  and,  without  exception,  ha 
lu  coincide  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Peabody. 

The  views  of  the  canal  company  on  this  subject  are  ex| 
followitjf:  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  president  to  Mr.  Pealxxl 
tcmber  )i[),  lb3S:  *' We  iigree  fully  in  the  views  presented  by 
Mr.  Willink,  as  to  the  policy  of  converting  the  State  securiti 
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l)e  averted,  by  tho  action  of  the  Legislature  iti  substituting  the  6  per  cent, 
sterlirjg  bonds  for  the  6  per  cents. 

The  whole  amount  of  our  foreign  loans  is  $1,155,222  05;  of  tliis amount, 
Ihe  two  principal  loans  of  £100,000  and  of  £40,0<K)  ($621,600),  being 
more  than  half  the  sum  borrowed,  are  not  due  until  in  June  and  July  next ; 
and  we  are  advised  by  Mr.  Peabody,  on  the  23d  of  Novenilier  last,  that 
^^  most  of  the  minor  loans  which  1  had  made  for  tliree  nionths  at  from  4^ 
to  4^  per  cent.,  I  have  also  succeeded  in  renewing  to  April  next  at  4J  per 
cent. ;  but.  at  that  rale  they  ore  to  take  date  from  the  1st  Deceml)er."  Be- 
fore these  bonds  become  due,  the  shock  which  the  first  intelligence  of  the 
difference  l^etween  Maine  and  New  Brunswick,  no  doubt,  produced,  will 
probably  have  passed  by.  The  news  of  the  protocol  arranged  by  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  present  pacific  aspect  of 
affairs,  will  have  reached  England;  and  with  them  confidence,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  restored. 

But  the  report  says  that  the  company  is  not  censurable  for  endeavoring 
to  l)orrow  money,  but  is  so  for  having  made  loans  on  such  rates  and  terms  ; 
and  that,  had  they  been  made  at  longer  dates,  by  affording  more  time,  we 
stiouid  not  have  incurred  the  hazard  of  sacrifices.  Now,  it  has  been  shown 
(hat  the  loans  were  mnde  to  us  on  the  best  possible  terms  to  be  obtained  ; 
and,  by  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  presidt^nt,  hereto  appended,  it  will  be 
seen  that  ho  urged  on  Mr.  Peabody  the  policy  of  making  loans  at  the  longest 
dates.  Mr.  Peabody  has  not  been  regardless  of  this  ticlvice,  but  has  used 
his  best  exertions  to  n)eet  our  wishes.  He  says,  in  a  letter  dated  16th  July, 
1838,  "I  know  and /e(?/ the  importance  of  borrowing  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  sum  you  will  require  this  year  for  a  long  period  ;  and  my  most 
unremidinsr  exertions  are  most  anxiously  devoted  to  the  subject,  and  I 
do  trust  that  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  advise  you  by  this  conveyance 
of  at  least  partial  success." 

The  report  having  conceded  the  propriety  of  our  borrowing  money,  and 
we  havinof  conclusively  shown  that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  com- 
pany and  its  agents  to  effect  the  loans  on  the  best  terms  and  at  the  longest 
dates,  can  a  stiadow  of  hlame  attach  to  us,  as  regards  the  transaction,  in 
the  mind  of  any  candid  man? 

The  report  next  calls  your  attention  particularly  to  the  annual  report  on 
the  31st  December,  embracing,  the  years  IS37  and  lb38  (meaning  the  state- 
ment accompanying  the.  communication  made  to  the  Governor  in  January 
last),  showing  tlie  aggregate  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company  for  those  years  respectively.  The  committee 
say:  ••  The  report  is  unquestionably  incorrect,  and  admitted  to  be  so  by  the 
ofliccrs  of  the  company.  The  reasons  which  influenced  the  comfKxny  in 
submitting  a  document  admitted  to  be  incorrect,  can  best  be  explained  by 
the  company  themselves.  Professing,  as  it  does  on  its  face,  to  be  a  detailed 
statement  of  their  expenditures  for  those  years,  one  is  astonished  on  dis- 
covering, that  what  has  been  actually  ex})ended  for  one  purpose,  has  been 
charged  under  a  different  head  to  another." 

From  the  above,  it  may  well  be  mferred  that  the  statement  was  prepared 
for  the  occasion,  and  exhibited  with  a  view  td  deceive  and  mislead  the  Le- 
gislature ;  and  had  it  varied,  either  in  form  or  caption,  from  all  the  annual 
alatements  wliich  have  Iwen  exhibited  by  the  treasurer  to  the  stockholders 
and  to  the  State,  there  might,  indeed,  be  some  grounds  for  such  an  infer- 
eoce.  The  officers  cannot  admit  it  to  be  incorrect  for  the  purpose  for  which 
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it  was  presented,  viz:  to  show  the  gross  amount  received  and  sums  paid 
the  company,  through  warrants  on  the  treasurer ;  and  it  does  show  tl 
amount  to  a  cent.     The  explanations  given  by  the  officers  to  the  comr 
tee,  it  was  hoped,  would  have  been  satisfactory.     The   facts  arc  sini 
these :  So  long  as  the  operations  on  the  canal  were  within  a  convenient! 
tance,  all  the  disbursements  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  company ;  « 
each  warrant  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  however  small  the  sum,  specified 
its  face  the  particular  object  for  which  the  money  was  paid  :  and  thus, 
treasurer's  accounts  for  warrants  paid,  exhibited  in  detail  alt  the  disboi 
ments  of  the  company.     But  when  the  operations  became  more  extent 
it  was  found  necessary,  for  the  convenience  of  the  contractors,  to  appoii 
disbursing  officer,  who  should  reside  on  the  line  of  the  canal.  AccordingI 
commissioner  was  chosen,  through  whose  hands  the  heaviest  disburseine 
of  the  company  arc  paid  by  his  monthly  requisition  on  the  company, 
making  this  requisition,  it  is  obviously  imposiiible  for  him  to  state  the  ex 
amount  he  will  have  to  pay  for  the  month,  under  each  particular  head 
expenditure ;  nor  can  he  know  until  the  estimates  and  accounts  are  p 
sented  to  him  for  payment.     He  approximates,  therefore,  as  nearly  as 
can,  to  the  sums  which  may  be  retpiired  under  each  particular  head;  n 
warrants  for  the  same,  specifying  on  the  face  of  each  the  object,  are  dras 
in  favor  of  the  commissioner  on  the  treasurer,  who  enters  them,  under  iht 
respective  heads,  on  his  warnuit  book.     The  commissioner  produces  fa 
accounts  and  vouchers  monthly;  they  are  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  tlj 
book-keeper,  who  enters  each  item  under  its  appropriate  head  :  thus  show 
ing,  in  detail,  all  the  expenditures  of  the  company  for  the  month.    It  then- 
fore  happens,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  warrants  on  the  treasurer  iff 
necessarily  drawn,  that  his  warrant  account  and  the  book-keepers  nccoM 
although  ai^reeing  in  the  aggregate  sum,  cannot  agree  iu  the  detail.    The 
object  of  thus  separating  the  treasurer's  from  the  bt)ok  keeper's  acco»inf.i^ 
that  they  may  operate  as  a  mutual  check.     As  soon  as  it  was  knoivii  tliat 
the  statement  in  detail  from  the  book-keeper's  account  was  desired,  it  wi 
furnished  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  will  be  found,  in  ihe  ajEfffnifi* 
amount,  to  agree    with  the   first  statement    furnished    by  the  irvasurer. 
The  annual  statement  made  to  the  stockholders  lias  unirbruily  been  rt- 
hibited  to  them  in  the  same  form  witii  that  which  was  before  the  Commit' 
tee  of  Internal  hnprovement.     A  committee  of  the  stockholders  isannuaUf 
appointed  to  inspect  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  company,  and  to  rep«t 
to  the  general  meeting.     Those  reports  have  always  been  honorable  to  the 
ofiicers,  and  complimentary,  as  regards  the  neatness  and  accuracy  ^ 
which  the  hooks  are  kept.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  committee,  atteriB 
examination  into  the  afi'airs  of  other  internal  improvement  companies,  * 
their  offices  in  Baltimore,  had  not  extended  their  visit  to  Washington,  whf« 
it  would  have  given  us  pleasure  to  have  extended  to  them  every  faciliiy*^ 
their  investijfaiions,  wiiich  must  have  resulted  more  satisfactorily  toth* 
selves  and  to  the  company.    Since  the  organization  of  the  compauy,  at»<l* 
the  expenditure  of  more  than  8S,000,t)()0,  every  dollar  can  be  accounted fci 
and  nothing  has  been  lost  through  their  agents  or  officers. 

The  report  enters  into  speculations  as  to  what  ought  to  have  been  iw" 
ized  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  exchanges,  and  on  our  hypothemtiow* 
this  country,  and  on  the  receipt  from  the  banks  of  Virginia  paper  in  I»it 
payment  of  loans.  A  statement  is  hereto  appended,  showing  theprocee* 
of  loans  made  in  London,  on  pledge  of  certificates  of  stock  V  the  State  ot 
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Maryland,  and  the  entire  amount  of  premium  realized,  and  the  agency 
through  which  sales  were  effected.  The  sales  of  the  bills  of  exchange 
were  made  by  the  agents  in  Baltimore  and  New  York,  on  the  best  terms 
to  be  obtained  at  the  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  loan  in  England, 
the  proceeds  of  which  were  remitted  to  us  in  gold,  and  sold  in  New  York. 
But  httle  was  made  on  the  domestic  exchange.  We  had  borrowed  to  the 
amount  of  $350,000  from  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  April,  at 
three  and  four  months.  When  the  notes  became  due,  the  bank,  being  on 
the  point  of  resuming  specie  payments,  required  that  our  notes  should  be 
retired.  To  effect  this,  we  were  thankful  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  New  York. 
on  the  6lh  of  August,  for  $200,000,  on  the  condition  that  we  would  take 
Baltimore  funds.  The  bank,  however,  on  paying  us  the  amount  of  the 
loan,  found  that  it  could  not  check  for  so  much,  and  gave  a  check,  in  part, 
on  the  Girard  Bank  for  $50,000.  This  check  we  tried  to  sell  in  Baltimore, 
bat  could  get  no  premium  offered  for  it,  and  had  to  pay  it  away  at  par. 
At  that  lime,  if  you  wanted  to  buy  Baltimore  funds  in  New  York,  you 
could  not  get  them  below  par;  and  if  you  desired  to  sell^  a  small  discount 
was  demanded.  Every  day's  experience  shows  this  to  be  the  case  between 
buyer  and  seller,  especially  if  the  amount  is  large,  and  when  there  is  but 
a  shade  of  difference  in  the  value  of  the  article.  The  loan  of  $200,000, 
due  in  New  York,  was  repaid  by  the  sale  of  exchange  on  London,  at  the 
highest  New  York  prices,  and  of  course  paid  for  in  New  York  funds;  the 
bills  imving  been  endorsed  by  the  Bank  of  Washington,  previous  to  which 
endorsement  wc  could  not  obtain  the  full  market  price.  On  the  first  sale 
made  in  New  York,  by  one  of  our  Baltimore  agents,  of  £5,000  sterling,  a 
small  premium  was  realized  ($83  33),  after  which  no  premium  could  be 
obtained  between  the  cities.  The  following  letter  from  D.  Sprigg,  Esq., 
is  to  the  point :  "  I  recollect  disposing  of  quite  an  amount  of  your  sterling 
bills  on  or  about  the  ist  of  August  last ;  and,  being  desirous  of  realizing  the 
most  for  tliem,  including  exchange  between  the  cities,  1  inquired  for  Bal- 
timore funds.  The  only  offer  1  recollect  of  was  one  by  the  Merchants' 
Bank  of  New  York,  at  ^  per  cent,  discount.  Expecting  to  do  better,  they 
were  deposited  to  the  credit  of  this  bank;  and,  when  I  returned,  Eastern 
funds  would  not  command  even  that  rale.  They  were,  of  course,  deposited 
to  your  credit  at  par."  We  never  received  a  dollar  of  Virginia  paper  in 
New  York. 

We  were  very  much  indebted  to  the  banks  in  Baltimore  for  the  loans 
they  made  to  us,  and  very  well  pleased  to  effect  them  on  the  condition  that 
we  should  take  a  portion  in  notes  of  the  District,  Virginia,  and  upper  county 
banks.  We  lost  not  a  cent  by  the  arrangement,  and  they  answered  all  our 
purposes  ;  and  no  one  ever  objected  to  receive  them  from  us. 

The  report  speaks  of  the  contingent  account  of  the  company,  and  refers 
to  a  charge  of  $14,000,  which  (it  says)  should  not  be  allowed  ;  and  "  that 
it  is  calculated  to  conceal  the  profligacy  of  any  set  of  men  who  might  be 
disposed  to  convert  to  private  use  what  was  intended  for  public  purposes." 
This  remark  appears  to  refer  to  contingent  accounts  generally;  and  its  ap- 
plication to  our  company,  in  the  particular  instance  cited,  is  disclaimed. 
The  item  referred  to,  we  presume,  is  intended  to  apply  (though  exceeding 
in  amount)  to  the  sum  paid  by  the  company  to  counsel,  in  aiding  their 
applications  to  the  Legislature  in  the  years  1835-'38.  These  services, 
being  unconnected  with  the  usual  law  charges  against  the  company,  it  was 
considered  as  right  to  carry  the  charge  to  the  contingeul  wicowtA.    ^\\\^ 


[  ^77  ]  234 

charge  having  been  one  of  the  subjects  of  investigation  by  the  cammiltee, 
we  refer  to  the  evidence  to  be  found  in  the  answers  of  the  president,  and 
in  the  report  of  a  committee  to  the  board,  as  showing  the  circunistanc« 
under  which  counsel  was  employed,  and  the  views  and  motives  by  which 
the  board  were  influenced.  The  motive  of  the  board  cannot  be  impeached 
as  it  must  be  obvious  they  could  Ijave  had  no  personal  object  to  gratifr. 
and  could  only  have  been  influenced  by  a  regard  for  what  they  deemed  lo 
be  for  the  interest  of  the  company.  If  in  this  they  have  erred,  they  stanc 
not  alone ;  and  it  will  be  found,  it  is  believed,  that,  in  proportion  lo  the 
benefits  received,  larger  compensation  has  been  paid  elsewhere. 

The  last  branch  of  the  report  which  the  undersiL'ned  deems  incambent 
on  him  to  review  is  in  reierence  to  the  estimates.     It  says  : 

"  The  manner  in  which  she  [the  State]  has  been  drawn  in  by  the  state- 
ments and  estimates  oi  this  compjmy  should  not  be  forgotten  at  this  tine. 
Twice  has  this  money,  or  a  part  of  it,  been  applied,  not  to  the  object  ix 
which  it  was  asked  and  obtained,  but  to  relieve  the  company  from  ember 
rassments  which  they  had  improvidently  incurred,  or  devoted  to  objects  is 
unauthorized  as  they  were  unwarrantable." 

.To  relieve  the  company  entirely  from  the  imputation  of  drawin?  the 
State  in  by  its  statements  and  estimates,  I  can  refer  to  no  liigher  anthony 
than  that  of  the  honorable  chairman  who  has  subntitted  the  present  report 
He  was,  in  1S35,  tlie  chairman  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Com.niitpeo: 
the  Senate,  and  was  selected  as  the  chairman  of  the  joint  committee  ot  tiie 
two  houses  appointed  ^<to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  lou 
($2,000,000)  of  the  State  at  the  last  session,  for  the  completion  of  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland,  has  been  appropriated  by  said  com- 
pany;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  false  estiroaies 
of  the  cost  of  said  work."  The  chairman  made  a  report,  signed  by  him- 
self, and  concurred  in  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  entirely  exculpatory 
and  highly  honorable  to  the  company.  As  that  report  vindicates  the  coid- 
pany  and  its  engineer  in,  perhaps,  better  terms  than  the  undersigned  cooki 
employ,  in  regard  to  the  first  astimate  on  which  the  §2,000,00«)  loan  was 
granted,  and  the  second  on  which  the  $3,000,000  subscription  was  made. 
he  will  take  leave  to  present  a  few  extracts.     The  report  says  : 

"  It  appears,  from  the  testimony  before  the  committee,  that  the  applio- 
tion  to  the  legislature  for  the  loan  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  (/om- 
pany  was  based  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  (he 
internal  improvement  convention,  assembled  in  Baltimore  in  Decemt)er. 
1834 ;  that  this  report  was  founded  on  the  survey  made  by  Mr.  Cniger,ilK 
engineer  of  the  canal  company,  of  twenty-six  and  a  half  miles  of  the  canal 
immediately  above  the  one  hundred  and  eight  miles  which  hod  been  then 
nearly  completed  ;  that  this  survey  had  been  made  preceding  the  meeting 
of  i\\e  convention,  and  the  canal  company,  adopting  this  report  as  the  base 
of  the  estimate  for  the  completion  of  this  great  work,  were  themselves  ids- 
taken ;  that  your  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe  the  canal  coop 
ny  were  in  possession  of  any  facts,  at  the  time  of  making  the  applicaliofl 
for  the  loan,  which  did  not  warrant  them  in  adopting  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  internal  improvement  convention.  From  the  know 
character  and  probity  o{  the  parties,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  er- 
ror was  one  of  judgment,  not  of  design  ;  that  the  canal  company  liad  no 
intention  to  mislead  or  deceive  the  Legislature." 
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With  regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  inquiry  submitteJ  to  them— the  ac- 
application  of  the  loan — your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  make  a 
iled  report ;  tliey  have  ascertained,  however,  that  the  debt  of  the  com- 
y,  at  the  time  the  loan  was  applied  for,  amounted;  according  to  the  depo- 
•n  of  their  clerk,  J.  P.  In^le,  to  $559,771  05,  the  greater  part  of  which 
as  necessary  for  them  to  discharge  before  they  could  comply  with  the 
litions  of  the  law  under  which  the  loan  was  made." 
'he  revised  estimates  of  Messrs.  Fisk  and  Purcell,  and  sworn  to  by 
n,  were  then  beiore  that  committee;  and  on  them  was  based  the 
tOO,OOU  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  State.  The  following  is  the 
[iiage  of  ihe  report  in  reference  to  those  estimates :  "  They  would  par- 
Ifirly  invite  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
c,  as  clearly  accounting  for  the  discrepancies  which  have  been  observed 
he  various  estimates ;  as  showing  the  entire  rehance  to  bo  placed  upon 
present,  which  are  final  or  working  estimates ;  and  as  demonstrating,  in 
clearest  light,  the  excellence  of  the  plans  now  adopted  for  this  great 
k.''  Here,  tljen,  we  have,  and  in  strong  language,  the  unqualified  testi- 
ly of  the  committee  as  to  the  correct  conduct  o(  the  company  in  regard 
;ie  first  (or  Cruger's)  estimate,  and  to  the  fidelity  of  the  second  (Fisk's) 
mate.  \Ve  are  willing  to  rely  upon  the  evidence  which  that  report  ad- 
es  in  our  favor,  although  we  could  bring  forward  much  other  and  equal- 
trong  evidence,  but  for  an  unwillingness  to  swell  this  communication. 
I  further  extract  is  otTered,  as  being  particularly  applicable  to  the  pres- 
case,  viz:  "  The  committee  conclude  by  earnestly  recommending  that 
snd  be  put  to  all  doubt  of  the  completion  of  the  great  works  in  which 
State  has  engaged ;  and  that  no  unnecessary  delay  may  occur  in  giving 
he  people  of  the  State  the  full  use  of  such  improvements,  and  the  im- 
Jiate  benefit  of  the  investments  already  made."  After  speaking  of  the 
t  results  to  be  expected  from  the  completion  of  the  canal  and  the  other 
rks,  it  concludes  with  the  following  eloquent  and  statesmanlike  remarks : 
In  twenty  years,  our  present  number  of  twelve  millions  will  be  twenty- 
!.  In  less  than  half  a  century,  we  shall  number  in  this  republic  not  less 
li  fifty  millions  of  souls.  In  our  day  and  generation,  the  great  channels 
rade  are  found  to  be  abundantly  productive ;  but,  based  upon  inexhaust- 
supplies,  and  sustained  by  demands  geometrically  augmenting,  what 
illations  will  not  full  short  of  tlie  benefits  and  revenues  we  shall  pro- 
i  f'>r  generations  yet  to  come,  by  a  provident  investment  of  the  means 
he  State,  sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  incomptirable  works  which 
the  laudable  pride  of  Maryland  already  to  have  undertaken,  aud  will 
ler  greater  pride  to  have  completed !" 

^he  committee,  in  1S35,  admit  that  the  payment  of  its  debts  from  the 
ris  derived  from  the  State  was  necessary  to  enable  the  company  to  avail 
f  of  the  two-million  loan.  The  debts  of  the  company  prior  to  the  re- 
t  of  the  loan,  and.  also,  prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  State  bonds,  were  in- 
*ed  in  prosecuting  the  works,  and  were  properly  and  justly  paid  wheo 
company  had  the  means  to  do  so,  and  those  ra«ians  were  not  applied  to 
cts  "  unauthorized  or  unwarrantable."  The  undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to 
ceive  to  what  this  charge  alludes,  unless  it  be  the  item  in  the  contingent 
>U!it  heretofore  noticed,  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  counsel :  an 
enditure  which  it  is  believed  is  fully  justified  by  the  necessity  in  which 
company  was  then  placed,  to  counteract  the  influences  which,  from  pre- 
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jndice  or  misconception  of  facts,  had  put  the  property  of  the  company  ai 
the  great  interests  intrusted  to  them  in  the  most  imminent  p)eril,  and  vliic 
had  then  obtained  so  grpat  a  control  over  the  Legislature  as  to  induce  it 
impose  conditions  and  restrictions  which  have  contributed  so  lar^rely  toi 
present  embarrassed  condition. 

The  extracts  presented  from  the  able  report  of  Mr.  Wootton,  the  th< 
chairman  of  the  joint  committee,  taken  in  connexion  with  this  history 
the  times,  shows  what  that  condition  was;  and  the  iind<fr$i?ned  willat 
his  reo^ret  that  charges  then  made,  and,  as  it  was  hoped,  disposed  of  forev« 
should  b3  now  repeated,  without  cause,  by  the  same  authority  which  th 
so  ably  refuted  them. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  estimate  of  1836  was  sworn  to  by  the  engince 
was  of  course  considered  as  ample  by  the  company,  and,  as  has  been  show 
was  so  thought  by  the  joint  committee  also ;  and  we  still  entertain  no  doo 
that,  had  there  occurred  no  change  in  the  times,  the  estimate  would  tw 
proved  as  nearly  correct  as  in  the  nature  of  things  it  could  be,  embracin 
as  it  did  so  large  an  amount.  But  the  changes  which  have  occurred  m 
1836  are  well  known  to  the  Legislature,  and  certainly  could  not  harebef 
foreseen  by  the  company.  'Fhe  causes  of  the  present  increased  estimati 
which  is  based  on  existing  prices,  may  U^  found  in  the  increased  pric«r 
labor  and  provisions  of  every  kind,  which,  in  the  region  where  we  aneof 
erating,  have  been  nearly  doubled  since  1636  ;  in  the  embarrassments  a» 
difficulties  of  the  company  in  its  pecuniary  affairs,  which  hare  been  aggn- 
vated  by  the  repeated  investigations  which  have  been  instituted  here;  iJieK- 
by  producing  distrust,  and  so  discrediting  the  company,  as  on  more  tb« 
one  occasion  to  bring  it  to  the  very  verge  of  suspension,  to  induce  thelfli 
of  its  labor,  and  increased  prices  to  get  it  replaced.  The  causes  of  thcw- 
creased  price  of  the  work  will  be  found  set  forth  in  the  communicatiwirf 
the  president  of  the  company  to  the  Executive,  and  the  report  ofthectid 
engineer  which  accompanies  it;  and  which,  having  been  published  for  tte 
use  of  the  members,  is  respectfully  referred  to. 

The  same  causes  which  have  enhanced  the  cost  of  the  Chesapealre  ari 
Ohio  canal,  have  operated  in  like  manner  on  all  the  public  improrerae* 
which  have  been  in  progress  since  1836  in  this  country.     FromalaifJ^ 
port  made  to  the  stockholders  of  the  James  River  and  Kenhawa  iTompaDT, 
in  the  neighboring  State  of  Virg^inia,  it  is  stated  that  "the  price  ol labor, 
both  mechanical  and  common,  has  ranged  for  the  last  three  years «!»»« 
what  it  was  in  the  three  preceding  years  by  about  40  or  50  per  centfjw 
this,  too,  in  the  heart  of  a  large  slave  population,  much  of  which  is«"" 
ployed  by  the  year.     Thus  it  happens  that  their  present  estimates  frrth 
same  work  greatly  exceed  their  former  estimates.     The  report  saysfnribef: 
"  If  due  allowance  is  made  for  the  operation  of  all  these  causes,  thediifr 
ence  between  the  amount  of  capital  now  called  for,  and   the  amouoi^ 
former  estimates,  will  be  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  just  i"    ^ 
liberal  mind."    The  devotion  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Cft*    ^ 
apeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  to  that  work,  has  been  maniftfterljjjj 
so  much  by  professions  of  zeal  for  its  interests,  as  by  actual  deedi   It*"^ 
not  often  happen  that  individuals,  even  for  corporations  in  credit  «re '•Jj     )i 
found  willing  to  incur  personal  risk  and  res|K)nsibilities ;  but,  to  saw  tW 
work  from  injury  and  suspension,  the  president  and  directors  haw  w*"'*' 
itated,  when  in  times  of  difficulties  on  the  corporate  credit  of  the  c«ni*"T 
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could  not  borro\iir  a  dollar,  to  raise  means  for  the  works  on  their  indi' 
J  credit  and  notes,  endorsing  for  each  other  to  the  amount  of  their  pri- 
Tortunes. 

:en  has  it  happened,  too,  that  when  wo  conld  not  raise  a  dollar  else- 
s,  we  have  been  saved  trom  suspension  by  two  banks  in  tlie  District  of 
nbia,  whose  presidents  are  directors  of  our  company, 
ving  now,  as  the  undersigned  trusts,  with  every  generous  mind  fully 
cated  himself,  and  the  honorable  men  with  whom  it  has  been  his  pride 
Measure  to  be  associated,  from  the  imputations  which  have  been  cast 
them,  he  will  close  this  communication  by  respectfully  offering  some 
emarks  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Ches- 
;6  and  Ohio  canal,  which  should  be  seen  in  order  rightly  to  under^ 
and  appreciate  its  magnitude  and  importance. 
e  are  now  operating  upon  the  last  division  of  the  line  lying  between 
Sreat  Cacapon  river  and  Cumberland,  embracing  a  distance  of  fifty 
.  The  entire  line  for  twelve  miles  below  Cnoaberiand  to  the  Nar^ 
embracing  the  feeder,  dam,  and  basin  at  that  town,  is  under  contract; 
onsiderable  portions  of  the  work  are  either  finished,  or  will  be  in  tho 
e  of  the  ensuing  spring  and  summer.  Of  the  remainder  of  the  line  to 
3on,  including  the  deep  cut  at  Oldtown,  and  the  tunnel  at  the  Pawpaw 
nearly  aJl  the  heavy  sections  and  masonry  are  under  contract,  and 
essing  with  proper  spirit.  The  remainder  of  the  line,  being  of  light 
ruction,  or  through  alluvial  bottoms,  has  not  as  yet  been  placed  under 
act;  but  this  should  no  longer  be  delayed,  in  view  of  an  early  and 
raneous  completion  of  the  whole  work.  The  deep  cut  at  Oldtown  is 
^id  progress  to  completion,  and  the  operations  on  the  tunnel  are  con- 
d  under  the  best  management,  and  with  great  system  and  energy,  re^ 
ig  to  mathematical  certainty  the  completion  of  that  stupendous  under* 
b:  in  time  to  unite  with  the  other  portions  of  the  line.  A  large  force  is 
>yed  upon  that  work,  and  on  the  deep  cut  connected  with  it,  among 
n  are  many  firstrate  miners  obtained  from  Europe.  There  is  do  in- 
ssion  of  the  labor,  day  or  night,  on  the  tunnel ;  and  the  working  par* 
re  relieved  at  stated  hours.  The  contractors  on  the  line  are  men  ex« 
iced  in  canal  construction,  many  of  them  having  been  for  years  in  our 
:e,  and  having  worked  their  way  from  tide-water  to  the  mountains* 
undersigned  is  not  in  possession  of  the  last  monthly  return  of  the  la- 
a,  but  believes  it  will  number  not  less  than  three  thousarKl  men.  Now 
i  season  to  secure  labor,  and  for  the  most  active  operations ;  but  this 
tunale  work  is  again  subjected  to  the  same  unhappy  influenc^es  which 
ear  reduced  it  to  the  very  point  of  ruin  and  suspension,  and  drove  from 
rhalfofits  labor,  and  has  greatly  enhanced  its  cost  Investigations 
he  affairs  of  corporations,  when  not  provided  for  or  required  by  law, 
fs  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  public  the  suspicion  of  misconduct  or  cor* 
on ;  and,  however  correct  and  free  from  censure  the  conduct  of  such  a 
may  be,  yet,  for  the  time,  distrust  and  discredit  will  attach  to  it.  Su- 
Ided  to  whicb,  with  regard  to  this  company,  the  questions  agitated  at 
ist  session,  and  the  doubts  as  to  its  fate  at  the  present,  have  afiiscted 
as  they  did  then,  most  seriously  the  credit  and  standing  of  the  com- 
.  The  consequences  are  already  felt  in  every  shape,  and  our  didScul- 
\re  increased  by  the  prostration  of  our  credit.  Parties  holding  o()liga« 
of  the  company  for  loans  or  otherwise  and  who  would  haT3  b^ 
!0t  to  have  awaited  our  convenience  for  Uieir  discharge,  are  now  ^ce^- 
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sing  for  immediate  payment.    Further  facilities  in  the  form  of  loans  i 
withheld  from  us,  and,  unless  something  is  speedily  done  for  our  relief, 
know  not  how  to  raise  the  means  to  meet  our  monthly  estimates  due  on  1 
10th  of  April,  and  one  quarter's  interest  to  the  State,  due  the  20th  of  i 
month,  and  which  must  be  paid  by  the  1st  of  April. 

The  company  is  indebted,  on  a  pledge  of  State  bonds,  to  the  bank 
America.  New  York,  in  two  sums  of  $100,000^  each,  due  the  one  on 
10th,  the  other  on  the  20th  of  April ;  and  has  received  notice  that  no  fhit 
renewal  can  be  had.  The  undersigned  has  received  information  from 
line  that  laborers  are  now  offering  themselves  for  employment  in  la 
numbers,  but  that  contractors  are  declining  to  enter  into  further  engi 
ments,  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  our  affairs.  The  work  sliould  n 
be  all  placed  under  contract,  the  force  doubled,  and  the  monthly  expei 
tnre  should  not  be  less  than  $160,000,  to  ensure  the  completion  of  theca 
within  two  years.  If  the  State,  by  legislative  enactment,  shall  make  gi 
to  the  company  the  whole  of  her  subscription,  the  interest  due  on  I 
bonds  to  the  company,  and  the  advances  made  to  her  on  account  of  i 
railroads,  then,  with  such  other  means  as  we  deem  to  be  available  will 
twelve  months,  the  sum  of  between  $700,000  and  $800,000  may  be  id 
on  towards  the  prosecution  of  the  canal ;  but,  at  the  rate  at  which  the  wo 
should  progress,  this  would  not  continue  it  in  operation  more  than  f 
months ;  nor,  at  the  present  rate  of  work,  more  than  six  months.  Bd 
looking  only  to  such  means,  the  company,  in  justice  to  the  contracM 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  on  the  work  even  for  that  limited  time.  Thq 
should  have  means  on  which  to  rely,  within  the  ensuing  twelve  moolki 
of  at  least  $2,000,000. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submits,  that  the  true  policy  of  the  Stm 
would  seem  to  point  out,  as  her  surest  course,  the  additional  snbser^ 
to  the  stock  necessary  to  secure  the  completion  of  the  work ;  and  as  *i 
are  now  on  the  last  division,  and  the  most  correct  revised  estimnfes  hm 
been  made,  based  on  the  existing  maximum  prices  of  work,  labor,  aod  pf 
visions,  we  believe  they  may  be  confidently  relied  on  as  correcr.  M 
should  this  plan  not  l>9  favorably  received,  the  undersigned  weald  irii 
leave  to  suggest  an  alternative  plan,  viz :  that  the  State  increase  ber  ii^ 
scription  in  the  sum  of  $1,375,000,  thereby  becoming  a  subscriber  in  tfti , 
gross  amount  of  $5,000,000;  and  that  the  company  be  authorized  to  d^  I 
tiale  loans  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  to  an  amount  not  exeeem 
$2,000,000,  should  so  much  be  found  necessary  for  that  object,  find  for  lb 
payment  of  interest,  until  the  revenues  of  the  canal  be  adequate  for  iW 
purpose :  that  the  new  loan  be  placed  on  the  same  footing,  snd  with  i|h| 
same  guarantee  as  to  payment  of  interest  and  the  creatk)n  of  a  sinking  W 
from  the  revenues  of  the  company,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  act  gno^ 
the  $2^000,000  loan  to  the  company :  that  the  property  and  rwrtfanw^* 
company  be  first  pledged  for  these  loans,  and  then  to  the  State  as  a  pt^fc"; 
stockholder,  until  she  receives  her  six  per  cent.    The  loan  might beBjJ 
redeemable  in  thirty  years,  or  at  a  later  date,  if  thought  more  •^jifc! 
On  these  terms  we  have  reason  to  believe  nqifotiations  can  be eftda* 
time  for  the  operations  of  another  year.    The  suspension  rf**]55J 
would  involve  consequence  so  serious  as  to  be  feh  bjr  erery  citiM  «  JJ.  . 
State,  and  whidi  maybe  summed  up  in  a  few  words ;— tf  is  ddiy  " jf  \\ 
completkm  of  thewwk;  which  would  btnabontftrs  iwrtwlef  tfof* 
Even  supposing  that  in  twelve  months  it  is  detmuud  to  num%^ 
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than  twelve  months  would  elapse  thereafter,  before  the  same  nunibor  of 
contractors  and  amount  of  labor  could  be  obtained.  In  the  meantime,  we 
lose  men  of  long  experience  in  canal  construction,  who  cannot  remain  in 
idleness  until  their  services  are  again  required.  You  defer  for  that  time 
the  dividends  on  the  State's  subscription  ;  you  incur  great  injury  to  the 
unfinished  sections,  from  freshets  and  other  causes :  the  suspension  of  the 
tunnel,  and  loss  of  its  operatives,  many  of  whom  are  miners  from  Europe; 
the  reletting  the  works  at  enhanced  cost ;  the  inability  of  the  company 
longer  to  pay  interest  to  the  State  on  the  $2,000,000  loan,  and  the  necessity 
of  the  State  to  resort  to  direct  taxation ;  and  involving  altogether,  as  is 
believed,  the  loss  of  at  least  $2,000,000.  But  if  we  advert  to  the  vast 
interests  connecting  with  this  work  in  the  mineral  region,  and  dependant 
on  its  early  completion,  the  great  amount  of  foreign  capital  about  to  in- 
crease the  wealth  and  swell  the  resources  of  the  State,  it  will  indeed  be 
difficult  to  estimate  the  loss,  both  public  and  private,  which  would  result 
iron  a  measure  so  disastrous.  To  avert  consequences  so  serious  and  so 
eeriainj  nothing  more  is  required  than  the  further  extension  of  the  credit 
of  the  Stale ;  and,  without  imposing  the  slightest  burden  on  her  citizens, 
this  magnificent  work,  the  earliest  object  of  her  affections,  as  it  is  the  proud^ 
etc  monument  to  her  public  spirit,  will  be  achieved,  dispensing  its  benefits- 
to  the  present  generation  and  its  posterity  for  ever. 

In  conclusion,  we  conjure  the  legislature,  by  every  incentive  to  State 
pride,  consistency,  and  fortitude  of  purpose ;  by  every  consideration  for  the 
pablic  welfare  and  private  interests  ;  by  the  hopes  of  the  present,  and  bles* 
sings  of  future  generations,  not  to  abandon  this  great  work- to  uncertain 
aad  contingent  events,  to  a  sickly  existence,  or  certain  destructioUi 

It  is  now  nearly  five  years  since  the  undersigned  was  invited,  by  the 
QDanimons  vote  of  the  company,  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  presiding 
over  its  concerns ;  and  the  same  flattering  testimony  of  confidence  has  been 
annually  extended  to  him.  Every  energy  of  his  mind  and  body  has  been 
deroced  to  its  interests,  and  his  every  aspiration  has  been  for  the  success 
of  thai  great  enterprise,  projected  by  his  venerable  relative,  who  was  its 
first  president,  when  it  bore  the  title  of  the  Potomac  Company — an  enter- 
prise, the  consummation  of  which  is  now  within  our  reach,  if  we  do  not 
relax  in  our  exertions  or  falter  in  our  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON, 
President  Ches,  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Annapolis,  March  2&^  1839. 


New  York,  April  19,  1836. 
Dear  Sir:  Under  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  Miaryland' 
feopies  of  which  I  forward),  passed  the  29th  of  March,  the  certificates  oi 
debt  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  the  purchase  of  which  the  Chesapeake 
mAOhio  Canal  Company  contracted  with  the  commissioners,  have  been 
plMsd' under  the  immediate  control  of  that  company,  to  the  amount  of* 
fil|600,000,  at  the  par ;  the  residue  of  the  certificates,  $600,000,  with  the- 
9kin  som  (making  the  full  amount  of  $3,000,000,  for  which  we  coii^ 
dwted),  have  been  placed  by  the  company  in  the  hands' of  the  treasurer  of 
the  State,  as  security  for  the  payment  to  the  State  of  the  premium.  oC  20  ^\ 
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cent.,  the  law  price  on  the  $3,000,000.  Those  certificate!^  are  to  U  re* 
deemed  by  us  on  the  payment  into  the  treasury  of  the  premium,  unless  the 
treasurer  should  elect  to  invest  the  amount  of  the  premium  in  the  cenifi- 
oates  so  deposited  with  him.  You  will  also  perceive,  by  the  last  resolution, 
that  our  company  is  required  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  ac- 
cruin^r  on  the  quarter-day  next  ensuing  the  sale  or  hypothecation  of  (he 
certificates,  to  the  holders  thereof,  to  be  refunded  to  us  from  the  treasnnr. 
The  object  of  this  is  to  accommodate  the  treasurer,  by  giving  him  time  to 
establish  an  agency  in  Europe  before  the  second  quarter's  interest  would  be 
due  from  the  State.  Through  such  an  agency,  permanent  arrangemeots 
will  be  made  by  the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  which  will 
hereafter  accrue  on  the  certificates  in  the  hands  of  foreign  holders. 

You  will  also  perceive,  by  the  accompanying  act  of  the  SLst  March  last, 
that  the  treasurer  is  required  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  in 
Europe,  not  only  on  the  certificates  of  debt  created  under  the  act  of  18% 
but  also  that  which  has  accrued  since  the  1st  of  April,  1837,  or  which  onf 
liereafter  accrue,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  on  the  stock  funded  debt  of  the 
State.  This  is  an  act  alike  just  to  her  creditors  and  honorable  to  herMl( 
and  will  no  doubt  fully  reinstate  the  high  credit  and  character  she  has  here- 
tofore maintained  at  home  and  abroad.  Indeed,  no  State  of  tiiis  Union  is 
entitled  to  higher  credit  than  Maryland,  as  you  well  know  her  resources  are 
ample,  and  the  only  debts  she  owes  have  been  created  in  the  prosecution  of 
her  own  splendid  works  of  internal  improvements^  by  which  she  is  defcl' 
oping  the  vast  and  inexhaustible  treasures  of  her  mineral  regions,  and  coo- 
necting  her  metropolis  with  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

These  improvements  are  opening  sources  of  wealth  which  must  reim- 
burse their  cost  in  a  ten-fold  degree.  And  for  all  her  obligations  on  occoouC 
of  the  companies,  she  holds  an  equivalent  in  their  stock,  and  a  mortgageon 
their  works,  and  also  has  created  a  sinking  fund  ample  for  their  redemption. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  is  engaged  in  extensive  and 
active  operations,  embracing  nearly  the  entire  line  to  Cumberland,  necefli- 
rily  involving  heavy  expenditures,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  long  and 
vexatious  delays  in  rendering  the  subscription  of  the  State  available,  has 
labored  under  great  embarrassments,  and  been  compelled  to  anticipate  its 
means  by  loans  and  the  issue  of  its  own  notes.  It  has,  therefore,  become 
necessary,  in  order  to  meet  pressing  engagements  and  future  wants,  to  make 
the  earliest  disposition  of  the  certificates  of  the  State ;  and  for  this  purpose 
I  have  been  authorized  by  our  board  of  directors  to  take  such  measures  as 
I  may  deem  best  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object. 

The  advice  of  our  friends,  Judge  Buchanan  and  General  Emory,  seconded 
by  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  your  character,  has  determined  me  to 
ask  your  acceptance  of  this  important  agency.  With  this  view,  I  have  con- 
sulteid  with  your  partner  in  Baltimore,  Mr.  Riggs,  and  requested  him  to  in- 
timate to  you  our  purpose  by  the  packet  of  the  16th  instant  He  has  liu^ 
nished  me  with  extracts  of  your  letters  of  the  6th  February  and  the  llA 
March,  in  relation  to  the  favorable  prospect  of  hypothecating  State  secarioa 
in  London.  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  lose  no  time  in  availing  of  Ai 
market,  and  now  forward  to  you  by  the  packet  Westminster,  Captain  Uoonr 
which  sails  to-morrow  for  London,  3U0  of  the  cerdficales  of  the  State  d 
Maryland,  of  $5,000  each,  and  numbered  from  201  to  600,  ioclufli% 
amounting  to  91,600,000;  retaining  in  this  country  a.  similar  amount  ii* 
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binding,  as  before  statfid,  the  $500,000  deposited,  as  security  for  the  pre- 
mium, with  the  treasurer. 

We  have  advertised  to  receive  proposals  for  the  certificates  retained  until 
the  I6th  of  May ;  but,  in  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  currency  and  of 
Che  Stock-market,  we  have  but  iittle  expectation  of  effecting  sales  at  any  rate 
approximating  the  price  we  contracted  to  give,  and  will  not  make  any  se- 
•  rious  sacrifice.  Should  we  (ait  to  sell  here,  and  your  advices  be  favorable^ 
we  shall,  in  all  probability,  authorize  you  to  dispose  of  these  retained  certifi- 
cates, and  transmit  them  to  you  for  that  purpose ;  in  the  meantime,  tbey 
mifirht  provisionally  enter  into  your  negotiations. 

We  have  made  temporary  loans  of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  to  the  amount 
of  $400,000,  and  proliaUy  may  increase  them  to  $500:000,  on  a  pledge  of  a 
portion  of  the  retained  bonds,  payat>le  in  three  and  four  months ;  and,  as  a 
renewal  may  be  doubtful,  it  is  important,  to  avoid  sacrifice,  that  we  be  in 
position  to  meet  our  engagements  on  the  day.  Should  it  be  practicable  to 
edect  imniediate  sales  at  prices  which  will  give  us  not  less  than  115  net  in 
this  country,  I  would  advise  such  sales  to  be  made ;  but,  if  this  cannot  be 
efiected,  hypothecations  will  be  preferable ;  and  the  longer  the  period  the 
better,  if  the  right  can  be  secured  of  redeeming  the  bonds  at  any  time  after 
six  months,  by  giving  reasonable  notice — ^say  thirty  or  sixty  days. 

To  effect  an  arrangement  on  such  terms,  would  place  it  in  your  power  to 
avail  of  any  advance  in  the  market  to  make  sales  ;  and  on  such  terms  it 
vould  be  advisable,  and  justify  us  in  giving  a  higher  rate  of  interest  thaa 
at  shorter  dates.  One  per  cent  would  be  no  consideration,  provided  the 
loans  in  all  other  respects  meet  our  views. 

It  might  even  be  good  policy,  in  order  to  secure  the  right  of  redemption 
at  any  time  after  six  months,  and  by  dispensing  with  the  notice,  to  agred  to 
.  give  for  such  privilege  an  additional  quarter's  interest.  Such  are  the  gea- 
eral  views  which  we  have  on  this  subject ;  but  I  wish  you  fully  to  under- 
stand that  we  leave  the  only  adjustment  of  the  terms  of  loans  entirely  to 
your  discretion,  knowing  that  yon  must  have  means  of  information  to  direct 
your  judgment,  of  which  we  are  debarred. 

The  act  which  I  send  you  provides  for  converting  the  certificates  now 

issued  into  other  certificates,  by  which  subdivisions  can  be  made  to  suit 

holders.    If  any  more  preferable  form  should  be  desired,  there  would  be  no 

difficulty  in  getting  the  State  to  adopt  it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legis* 

la.ture.    I  should  like  to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Riggs  advises  me  that  we  can  draw  on  you  within  a  short  time  after 
the  transmission  of  the  certificates ;  but  we  shall  probably  not  draw  for  anv 
lotrge  amount  until  we  hear  from  you,  presuming  that  we  may  receive  aa- 
vices  by  the  last  of  June. 

We  also  leave  to  you  to  determine  the  best  mode  for  transmitting  the 
AiDds,  whether  by  remitting  specie,  or  through  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on 
yoQ.  It  will  be  proper  to  add  your  endorsement  on  the  certincates  to  that 
^*'yoar  colleagues ;  and,  of  course,  over  your  signatures,  you  can  give  any 
^""••gnment  which  may  be  required. 

It  may  be  well  to  apprize  you  that  the  certificates  held  by  our  company 

^J*^  the  only  portion  of  the  eight  millions  which  can  be  in  the  market  prob- 

2^y  within  the  present  year,  as  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 

^^  tiot  yet  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  other  compa^ 

^^^  have  not  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  the  certificates ;  which|  as  you 

1ft 
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kDOw,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners,  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than 
thelavir  price— $120. 

Should  the  negotiation  now  confided  to  you,  in  which  the  State  and 
fompany  are  so  aeeply  interested,  result  as  favorably  as  we  anticipate,  it 
wiU,  noi  doubt,  secure  you  the  agency  for  the  other  cooipanies. 

The  treasurer,  I  hope,  will  select  you  as  agent  for  the  State  for  the  dis- 
buraement  of  interest  to  the  foreign  holders  of  her  stock.  General  Emory 
will  use  his  influence  for  this  purpose,  and  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in 
ildvising  the  appointment 

In  view  of  our  en|2:agements,  it  is  best  that  $l.000|000  be  obtained  with 
the  l^ast  possible  delay ;  the  remaining  $600,000  in  equal  payments,  at 
three  and  six  months ;  but  if  you  can  effect  an  arrangement  more  advanta- 
geously,  bv  disposing  of  the  whole  at  once,  you  can,  in  your  discretion,  io 
40b  Should  the  other  certificates  be  sent  out  to  the  whole  amounti  pay- 
ments at  9, 12,  16,  and  18  months  would  suit 

Upon  the  subject  of  your  commissions,  Mr.  Riggs  has  assured  me  thu 
yon  will  transact  the  business  on  the  most  reasonable  terms ;  and  in  ths 
a^Mrtion  I  have  full  confidence. 

Your  connexion,  both  officially  and  in  your  individual  relations,  to  tbe 
State  of  Maryland,  satisfied  ns  that  no  one  could  be  found  who  would  be 
iaflueneed  by  stronger  motives  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  State  sod 
QOmpany. 

The  certificates  are  enclosed  in  a  tin  box,  enveloped  in  strong  paper, 
sealed,  and  consigned  to  you  at  London.  I  enclose  a  bill  of  lading.  I  htie 
employed  a  notary  to  count  the  cerlificates  and  deposite  them  in  the  boi, 
which  is  soldered,  and  to  give  me  his  certificate  under  seal.  I  hope  they 
may  anive  safe  to  hand. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  bv  the  earliest  opportunity.  I  have  wriM 
in  great  haste,  to  be  in  time  for  the  sliip. 

lami  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  WASHINGTON, 
PresideiU  CSftet.  and  Ohio  Canal  Vampmif' 

OsoBaB  PsjlBODYi  Esq.,  London. 
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Siatemeni  showing'  the  proceeds  of  loans  made  in  London  on  pledge  of 
certificates  of  stock  of  the  SttUe  of  Maryland, 


Sterling. 

Par  valae  in 
dollars. 

Preminnu 

Oold  shipped— 40,000  sovereigns,  sterling 
Thofl:  sold  in  New  York  ai  $4  85 : 

Premium            -           -           .  816,222  23 
Add  excess  of  weight        -           -           83  84 

£40,000  00    0 

102,4iB  17    2 

26,8:%  14    0 

83,603  13  10 

7,001  14  10 

$177,777  77 

455,479  35 

119,274  15 

371,571  94 

31,118  84 

S19,4Ti  W 

16,306  07 
Deduct  freight  and  drayage                   701  00 

15,605  07 
Add   profit   made   on   Treasury 
notes,  and  taken  in  part  pay- 
ment, and  resold  in  Washington       3,867  65 

19.472  72 

Drafts  sold  hy  D.  Sprigg 

Drafts  sold  l^  T.  Phenix 

Drafts  sold  by  Bank  of  America 

Drafts  sold  at  home      .... 

36i97«» 

9,995  81 

35,115  U 

2,842% 

£259,924  19  10 

81,156,222  05 

9108,703  01 

The  foregoing  statement  is  the  analysis  of  the  two  items  in  the  treasur- 
er's statement,  entitled  '•  loans  made  in  London,*'  and  <'  exchange  upon  the 
above  drafts ;'-  in  addition  to  which,  a  small  premium  was  paid  (amount 
$83  33)  by  the  Western  Bank  of  Baltimore,  for  the  transfer  of  some  of  the 
company's  funds  arising  from  said  loans,  then  lying  in  New  York ;  which 
ium  is  included  in  the  item  <<  profit  and  loss." 


No.  4. 


^^^hmmunicadon  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  IWt- 
provnments,  in  reply  to  a  communication  of  the  president  of  the  Chesth 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 


The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Interna)  Improvement  has  no 
^o  enter  into  a  controversy  with  the  president  of  the  canal  company,  or  an^ 
^^■leelse.  He  does  not  choose,  however,  to  rest  under  the  imputation  of 
•^nving  preferred  charges  against  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Chesa- 
¥^«ake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  which  are  not  warranted  by  the  facts  in 
^lle  cose. 

As  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  the  House  from  the  charge  contained  in 
"^^le  report,  the  chairman  is  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  himself,  to  es^ 
^«*blish,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  correctness  of  that  report. 

Is  it  true,  as  set  forth  in  the  report,  that  no  contract  was  made  by  the 
^^mpany  with  Mr.  Peabody  for  commission  in  effecting  the  loan,  or  his 
^^^ncy  in  attending  to  their  concerns? 

Is  it  true  that  tlie  company,  knowingly,  gave  for  the  bonds  more  than 
*ll6y  were  worth  in  the  market  ? 
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Is  it  true  that  they,  knowingly,  hypothecated  chem  at  a  time  and  on  tcnm 
which  rendered  their  reCention  of  them  utterly  impossible? 

Is  it  true  that  the  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  canal 
company  for  the  years  1837  and  1838,  respectively,  is  incorrect,  and  not  to 
be  relied  on  ? 

Is  it  true  that  its  incorrectness  was  admitted  by  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany ?    And  last,  though  not  least, 

Is  it  true  that  $13,001)  was  paid  by  the  company  to  Joseph  I.  Merrick  for 
procuring  the  passage  of  the  nets  of  1835  and  1836  ? 

Will  the  president,  in  his  zeal  for  the  reputation  of  the  gentlemen  whott 
defence  he  has  so  ably  undertaken,  contradict  any  one  of  these  charges? 

Is  it  true  that  the  canal  company,  through  their  president  and  directon, 
authorized  James  W.  HcCulloch  to  contract  for  such  counsel  as  he  migfat 
deem  necessary,  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1836  ? 

If  these  things  be  true,  it  is  something  singular  that  the  president  sbony 
charge  upon  the  chairman  incorrectness  in  his  report. 

Jf  these  facts  press  with  a  giant  strength  against  the  officers  of  the  cod- 
pany,  the  chairman  is  not  answerable.  He  has  confined  himself  in  his  re- 
port strictly  to  fact ;  and  his  conclusions  are  such  as  force  tbemselres  upon 
the  mind,  uninfluenced  by  hostility  to  the  work,  or  the  parties  intruilBd 
with  its  management.  He  is  without  interest  or  motive  to  bias  him  in 
drawing  inferences  unfavorable  to  the  parties  intrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  company.  He  is  the  friend  of  internal  improfs- 
ment,  and  the  undeviating  friend  of  the  canal.  But  if  he  is  to  be  chaiged 
with  inconsistency,  because,  forsooth,  he  wilt  not  go  beyond  the  bouads 

Erescribed  by  a  high  sense  of  dnty  to  his  constituents,  and  the  obligatioas 
e  is  under  to  the  State,  in  defending  the  canal  company,  right  or  wnxv, 
he  must  plead  guilty  to  the  charge. 

The  report  submitted  by  him  bears  testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  is  not 
adverse  to  the  work  itself.  And  the  only  difference  between  the  president 
and  himself,  is,  that  the  former  would  have  the  State  continue  her  appro- 
priations, without  the  loss  of  so  much  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  in- 
voke further  aid  for  its  completion  by  those  who  are  equally  interested,  and 
a  hundred  times  more  able  to  extend  the  aid  than  the  State.  It  will  not  be 
denied  that  Virginia  is  nearly,  it  not  quite,  as  much  interested  as  Marytand; 
that  the  District  cities,  who  have  contributed  but  a  moiety  for  its  coostnio- 
tion,  are  equally  interested ;  and  that  the  Cknera)  Goveminent,  under 
whose  auspices  this  work  was  originally  commenced,  is  bound,  by  every 
principle  of  honor  and  justice,  either  to  contribute  sonnething  towardi  its 
completion,  or  remunerate  the  State  for  the  additional  cost  to  which  die 
has  been  subjected  by  the  enlargement  of  the  canal  lo  an  extent  conuuemi- 
xale  with  its  wants  and  wishes. 

That  the  work  is  not  less  national  than  local  in  its  character,  is  not  to  fat 
dbputed  ;  but,  laying  aside  its  nationality,  she  [the  General  Govemmend 
haS|  at  this  time,  an  interest  in  the  work,  as  an  original  subdcriberi  aai 
assignee  of  the  cities  of  the  District,  almost  equal  to  that  of  Maryland.  Suit- 
ly,  then,  the  warmest  friend  of  the  work — even  the  president  hioMelf  en- 
not  reasonably  object  to  the  course  recommended  by  the  chairman,  in  iovo- 
rking  further  aid  from,  or,  at  least,  waiting  until  the  General  GoveroioeBt 
shall  elect  either  to  carry  out  her  original  inteiJtion,or  reoaiinerate  the  Stole 
ior  the  additional  expense  which  she  has  subjected  her  to.  Is  the  Stale  ia 
a  condition  lo  advauc^  vo  v\\^  Qevvecal  Government  3    Ought  we^  ac  this 
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time,  to  OTerlook  the  obligations  imperative  upon  the  State  to  provide  alike 
for  the  several  interests  of  her  citizens,  with  an  increased  debt  of  nearly 
4^16,000,000,  and  the  impending  tax  upon  the  industry  of  our  citizens  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest?  It  seems  strange  that  tne  president  himself, 
with  all  his  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  company,  should  object  to  the  loss  of 
as  much  time  as  will  enable  the  State  to  have  an  act  of  justice  done  her  by  the 
General  Government.  The  argument  urged  for  an  immediate  application 
of  the  funds  of  the  State,  lest  this  work  be  suspended,  will  never  be  wanting 
■o  long  as  it  has  any  weight.  The  chairman  cannot  believe  the  necessities 
of  the  State,  or  the  interest  of  the  company,  requires  that  it  should  be  car- 
lied  oa  night  and  day,  or  that  so  lar^  a  number  of  operatives  should  be 
employed  by  the  company.  A  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  State,  if  none 
be  paid  to  economy,  requires  that  the  number  of  operatives  and  the  amount 
ct  ooQtracts  should  be  regfulated,  not  by  the  desire  of  the  directors  to  com- 
|rfe(e  the  work,  but  by  the  amount  of  funds  placed  in  their  hands ;  and  that 
no  ioducements  should  be  held  out  to  the  State  of  providing  further  for  the 
work,  by.  rendering  it  necessary  to  dismiss  a  portion  of  the  hands  unneces- 
■arily  employed,  or  of  contracts  improvidentiy  made.  The  increased  num- 
ber of  operatives  is  rather  disadvantageous  than  otherwise.  Mr.  Fisk,  for 
whom  the  chairman  entertains  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  asserts: 
■*  These  persons  elsewhere  have  their  quarrels  and  disputes  among  them- 
■elves ;  but  they  have  rarely,  as  has  been  the  case  with  us,  been  permitted  to 
tet  with  that  organization  as  a  body,  that  enables  them  to  control  the  oper* 
atione  of  the  whole  work.  Other  works  in  other  States,  where  the  laws 
are  respected,  have  comparatively  a  quiet  and  orderlv  body  of  laborers :  the 
worthless  leave  them,  and  congregate,  of  course,  where  they  will  be  least 
■object  to  the  restraints  of  law.  This  state  of  things,  alone,  I  know  has 
been  very  instrumental  in  keeping  up  the  high  prices  of  labor  upon  our 
canals.  Its  effects  are  felt  in  several  ways.  It  keeps  down  the  supply  of 
labor  below  the  demand ;  it  gives  us  an  inferior  class  of  workmen  ;  and, 
afraid  to  give  them  directions  contrary  to  their  will,  the  contractor  is  some- 
times, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  under  their  control." 

These  extracts  speak  for  themselves,  and,  coming  from  a  gentleman  in 
the  employ  of  the  company — one  whose  character  for  intelligence  is  only 
aqualleid  by  that  singleness  of  purpose  which  wins  for  him  the  respect  and 
■■teem  of  all  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  be  acquainted  with  him — ^places  the 
matter  beyond  all  doubt. 

One  other  view  in  justification  of  his  report,  and  he  is  done  with  it  In 
April  last  $2,5i)0,0(K)  worth  of  State  bonds  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
caoal  company,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  increased  price  of  provisions. 
Instead  o(  regulating  their  contracts  by  a  due  regard  to  economy,  they  enter 
into  eontracts— additional  contracts,  increasing  the  number  of  operatives, 
at  a  time  when  the  price  of  labor  is  increased  by  an  increased  price  of  pro- 
visions, caused  by  the  late  unfavorable  seasons,  and  the  consequent  diminu- 
tion in  the  products  of  the  earth.  (Page  5,  President's  report.)  Thus, 
while  it  is  admitted  that  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  caused  by  the  drought, 
was  felt  with  peculiar  force  on  both  shores  of  the  Potomac,  at  that  very 
moment  they  are  found  increasing  the  number  of  their  operatives. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  memorial  of  the  president.  Of  what  does  he 
complain  ?  Not  of  the  statements  contained  in  that  report ;  he  does  not — 
oay,  more,  he  cannot  controvert  them.  Let  us  see,  then,  whether  the  iufer- 
flooe^  drawn  from  those  facts  are  such  as  are  warranted  by  the  focla  tbemr 
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seWes.  The  first  charge  made  against  the  company  is  the  emptoyment  o( 
Mr.  Peabody,  without  any  stipulations  as  to  compensation  for  his  commis- 
sion in  efTectinor  the  loan,  or  agency  in  attending  to  the  concerns  of  the 
company.  The  fact  is  true,  as  set  forth  in  the  report.  Let  us  see  whether 
the  conclusion  to  which  the  chairman  has  arrived  is  equally  correct.  The 
same  provident  care  which  an  individual  should  take  of  his  own  affairs,  at- 
taches with  equal  force  to  the  same  person  when  acting  as  the  agent  of 
another.  He  who  can  believe  for  a  moment  that  any  one  of  those  gentle- 
men, whose  defence  has  been  so  ably  undertaken  by  the  president  of  the 
company,  would  have  employed  an  agent  for  the  same  amount,  on  the  same 
terms,  arrives  at  a  conclusion  very  different  from  that  of  the  chaimiaiL 
The  character  of  the  gentleman  employed  may  plead  something  in  exteao- 
ation,  but  surely  does  not  amount  to  a  justification  of  their  conduct. 

The  next  charge  brought  against  the  company  is  the  fact  of  their  haviiv 
purchased  the  bonds  at  a  price  not  justified  by  their  market  value.  The 
value  of  the  bonds  before,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  charge  of  iinprori* 
dence  in  this  matter.  They  cannot  plead  ignorance  of  their  value,  became 
at  the  moment  of  purchasing  them  they  contracted  to  take  them  only  in  the 
event  of  the  commissioners  being  unable  to  dispose  of  them — that  is,  so  soon 
as  it  was  ascertained  that  no  one  would  bny  them,  they  determined  to  do  it 
themselves.  This  fact  is  also  admitted.  Let  us  see  whether  the  infereoee 
drawn  from  it  be  as  clear  as  the  former.  What  motives  could,  by  ponM- 
ity,  have  influenced  the  companies  in  making  a  contract,  by  which  the; 
were  to  lose  $6(H),()00  ?  Ignorance  of  their  value  cannot  be  pleaded  hf 
them,  because  the  failure  of  the  commissioners  to  sell  was  sufficient  proof 
that  they  would  not  command  in  the  majrket  what  they  determined  to  give 
for  them.  What  other  object  could  have  influenced  them  ?  Two  mofivei^ 
equally  powerful,  present  themselves,  and  account  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  compaoiei 
in  making  such  a  contract :  to  prevent  further  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature,  which  must  inevitably  have  been  the  case  had  the  comminioa- 
ers  reported  to  the  Legislature  the  fact  of  their  inability  to  dispose  of  the 
bonds  on  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  act  of  1836.  This  would  have  en- 
dangered the  appropriation  already  made.  To  prevent  this,  and  furtherae- 
tion  of  the  Legislature,  which  might  have  eventuated  in  a  repeal  of  Ihrt 
law,  was  one  motive  ;  to  acquire  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  worbtf 
any  sacrifice,  another.  It  is  impossible  to  assign  any  other  motives  to  Ihi 
companies ;  and  the  chairman  challenges  a  refutation  of  the  charge  bmngh 

S^inst  the  companies,  of  being  influenced  by  one  or  other  of  these  moiinii 
as  the  president  in  his  communication  explained,  or  attempted  to  explaJB, 
the  reasons  of  the  canal  company  in  making  this  contract? 

The  next  charge  is  the  hypothecation  of  those  bonds,  on  terms  vhidh 
rendered  their  retention  of'them  impossible.  Is  this  true  ?  The  very  lam 
of  the  hypothecations  prove  it.  The  right  reserved  to  the  lender  to  adl  Ai 
bonds  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  in  default  of  payment  of  either  pm- 
cipal  or  interest,  places  this  matter  beyond  all  doubt.  In  the  conamanioatti 
of  the  president  of  the  canal  company  to  the  Governor,  the  following  !■■ 
tence  is  found :  <*  The  company,  being  compelled  to  anticipate  noeaos,  «0 
largely  in  arrears  to  its  contractors ;  and  the  demands  to  meet  its  heavycn* 
^agemnnts  on  the  line  becoming  every  day  more  pressing,  it  was  delernm, 
m  preference  to  a  suspension  of  the  work,  or  a  sacrifice  of  the  bondi^  fofl** 
deavor  to  raise  mouey  b^  tAm^coxY  loans  on  hypotiiecations  of  tba  find; 
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oping  that  some  favorable  change  might  occur  in  the  money-market." 
'he  uufavorabie  condition  of  the  money-market,  and  the  contracts,  prove 
inclusively  that  the  company  were  aware  of  the  danger  of  those  hypothe- 
lUons,  which  nothing  but  their  pressing  necessities  could  have  justified. 
'his  is  the  only  charge  which  affects  the  motives  of  ttie  officers  of  the  com- 
my.  Are  they  liable  to  it  ?  Is  the  conclusion  drawn  from  the  facts  such 
I  would  be  drawn  by  any  one  else — such  as  inevitably  results  from  the 
lowledge  of  the  fact  ?  Either  the  companies  intended  to  prevent  all  fur- 
Wtf  action  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  by  purchasing  the  bonds ;  or  they 
itended  to  hypothecate,  and  take  chances  of  their  t^ing  sold  under  the 
Wilract  of  hypothecation. 

The  next  charge  is  the  presentation  of  a  "statement  of  receipts  and 
Kpenditures  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  for  the  years 
837  and  1S38,  respectively,"  which  is  incorrect,  and  admitted  by  the  offi- 
818  of  the  company  to  be  so.  This  charge  is  not  even  denied  by  the 
(resident.  To  what  conclusion  did  the  chairman  arrive  ?  Not  that  it  was 
nowinffly  done,  for  the  purpose  of  deception  ;  his  knowledge  of  the  char- 
cler  of  the  individuals  forbids  bis  entertaining  such  an  opinion ;  and 
lllile  he  expressly  exonerated  them  from  such  motives,  he  could  not  but 
Masnre  them  for  doing  what  was  evidently  wrong,  in  making  a  statement 
shieb  could  not  be  relied  on.  He  left  it  to  the  company  to  explain  the  rea- 
ms which  influenced  them  in  submitting  (hat  statement.  It  was  due  to 
Is  company  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  causes  which 
sA  to  ihe  presentation  of  that  paper. 

bUEhe  next  charge,  that  the  iiypothecations  made  in  this  country  were 
St  made  on  the  terms  represented,  is  also  uncontradicted.  The  assertion 
IP4  no  Virginia  paper  was  received  in  New  York,  does  not  alter  the  charge 
114  the  company  were  equally  imprudent  in  not  availing  themselves  of  the 
Biestic  exchanges. 

"X^he  next  charge,  although  not  contained  in  the  report,  is  not  the  less 
b^;  and  the  president  of  the  company  is  boldly  challenged  to  deny  it 
S^  charge  is,  that  the  canal  company,  at  an  informal  meeting  of  the  board, 
tfaorizM  Mr.  McCuUoch  to  contract  with  such  persons,  and  on  suoh  terms 
be  might  deem  most  advisable,  ior  the  employment  of  counsel  to  aid  in 
I^Miring  the  passage  of  additional  aid  from  the  State,  in  behalf  of  the  canal ; 
i^  $13,000  of  the  money  appropriated  by  the  State  for  the  construction. 
%&e  work  was  given  to  one  individual  for  inducing  the  State  to  snbscribs 
xzaooney  to  this  work.  The  chairman  will  not  attempt  to  inquire  into  tbs 
^.-  onamo  of  the  directors  in  authorizing  the  employment  of  counsel  for 
^ft)i  purposes,  or  on  such  terms,  or  the  payment  of  that  sum  for  such  pur* 
*^HL  This  much  he  may  be  permitted  to  say ;  that  the  money  was  placed* 
^ftieir  hands  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  that  they  bad  no  authority  to  diveiS- 
^Wl  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  chairman  appeals  to  ths 
Kftjie^  whether,  if  these  things  be  true,  he  is  censurable  for  what  he  has 
^«;  he  has  endeavored  to  present  a  plain  statement  sf  facts,  and  the  oDljr 
^rwcea  he  has  drawn  from  them  are  such  as  he  rehgiously  believes  are 
^^lIsulcMJ  by  the  facts.  He  has  studiously  avoided  all  inquiry  into  tba 
l^wmo  of  the  company,  except  in  one  instance — the  purchase  and  hy-^ 
^^leation  of  the  bonds.  In  looking  to  the  motives  which  influenced,  oii 
^i^MsilnUty  could  influence  them  in  purchasing  the  bonds,  one  of  two  resN^ 
^  pMOents  itself;  either  they  designed  to  preveni,  by  possibility,  the  lo* 
^«f  ths  law;  ov deitorminod  to  procuse,  ai  s»y sasrifios,  ths  mesas  of 
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Appendix  to  the  eamtnunicaium  of  March  25,  1939,  fron 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company^  to  the 
gates. 

Mr.  Wootton,  chairman  of  tho  committee  on  internal  imf 
in  his  place  a  repiy  to  the  foregoing  communication  ;  which 
mediately  in  the  bands  of  the  printer,  and  was  not  seen  by  t 
until  it  WQS  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Hcmse. 

It  is  understood  that  no  vote  was  taken  on  the  report^ 
accompanying  it ;  and  it  is  believed  that  a  majority  of  tJie  e 
verse  to  both.  As  respects  Mr.  Wootton's  reply  to  the  commi 
by  the  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compan 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  I)elegates,  that  he  had  never  cor 
member  of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  but  that  it  was  his 
and  in  reply,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say,  to  the  charj^es  preferr 
by  the  president  of  the  company.  Now,  as  this  report  and 
communication  of  the  chairman  are  in  print,  and  appear  to 
aented  by  him  as  "  chairman,"  the  natural  inference  would  s 
they  were  sanctioned  by  the  committee  on  internal  impiovf 
tbey  only  present  the  views  of  an  individual. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  rending  the  communication  of  the  pres 
perfectly  respectful ;  and,  so  far  from  preferring  charges,  is  wl 
Upon  that  defence  the  company  and  its  officers  are  content 
abide  the  judgment  of  a  candid  public.  The  undersigned, 
oonceives,  fully  refuted  the  charges  contained  in  the  report, 
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hand,  they  may  retain  for  twelve  months  1,500  operatives-^ Wrcekfe^i^ 
sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  work.    The   employment  of  m6W 
but  adds  to  the  cost  or  construction,  without  benefiting  the  cnmpaVy  jri "sj 
corresponding  ratio."   Now,  it  is  known  to  the  Legislnlure  ihiit  the  principal: 
means  on  which  the  company  has  to  rely  at  this  timej  are,  the  balance  o^ 
the  State  subscription,  amounting  to  $500,000  ;  the  interest  due  the  com- 
pany on  tlie  State  bonds;  and  the  sum  advanced  by  the  canal  Com'^ariy 
CD  account  of  the  Annapolis  and  Eastern  Shore  Railroad  corripapiei;  ^hdL 
that  the  action  of  the  Legislature  is  indispensably  necessary  to  render  tti^M* 
means  available,  and  that  a  bill  is  pending  in  relation  to  ihb  subject.    WhaU 
ever  Mr.  Wootton's  opinion  may  be  as  to  the  iruih  qr  falsehood  of  the  rejit- 
reaentations,  it  cannot  alter  the  fact,  as  to  the  hdhfoi  the  company^  ^'^^^ 
even  with  the  means  above  referred  to,  the  works  cannot  be  proseciVied|* 
even  for  six  months,  but  by  the  abandonment,  at  an  enorni^ns  ^acririco^  ojT 
nearly  all  the  contracts;  and  that,  unless  those  raeans  are  made  availabl^f 
the  works  cannot  be  prosecuted  for  sixty  days  longer;  and  that,  to  &ecqre^ 
their  vigorous  prosecution  and  early  completion^  large  additional  aid  is 
requisite. 

The  force  of  1,500  hands,  which  is  averred  to  be  sufficient  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  might  probjibly  accomplish  it  in  about  six,  instead  of 
two  years. 

Suppose  for  a  moment,  this  reduction  of  the  force,  and  of  the  expendi- 
tures, as  advised  by  Mr.  Wootton,  to  be  practicable  ;  and  imagine  the  close 
of  another  year.     The  report  of  its  operations  would  read  thus : 
Expenditures  within  the  year     -  -  -  -  -  $600,000 

Viz :  For  construction  of  the  canal     -  -  $433,000 

For  interest  on  the  two-mil- 
lion loan         -  -  $120,000 
For  other  necessary  expen- 
ses, say           -            -            -  47,000 

167,000 


Total  ....  $600,000 

Now,  add  the  interest  on  $3,000,000  that  the  State  will  have  paid  in  the 
meantime  (viz:  $180,000  to  the  $167,000),  and  we  have  the  sum  of 
$347,000  paid  for  interest,  &c.,  while  doing  $433,000  worth  of  work ;  which 
is  equivalent  to  upward  of  $80  for  every  $100  worth  of  work  done.  With 
this  rate  of  progress,  the  company  would  again  be  found,  at  the  end  of  a  few 
years,  an  applicant  for  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  beyond  what  is  now 
considered  to  be  necessary  to  complete  the  canal  to  Cumberland  ;  and  would 
Chen  be  charged  with  having  presented,  for  the  third  time,  inaccurate  esti- 
mates, simply  because,  in  this  instance,  its  officers  had  been  guilty  of  suppos- 
\Xkfr  that  the  State  would  have  adviseid  and  provided  for  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  work  to  completion,  instead  of  the  contrary,  and  had  not, 
therefore,  iucluded  in  their  estimates  and  statements  an  amount  of  inter- 
€iC  and  expenses  almost  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  work. 

But  it  is  not  true  that  the  company  can  curtail  its  operationsin  the  manner 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wootton  ;  or,  if  done,  it  can  only  be  by  a  violation  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  existing  contracts,  or  by  such  compromise  with  the 
contractors  as  would  take  Irom  the  company  the  greaXet  pvitv  ol  \\s  tor^^a^ 
and  which  would  be  equivalent  to  an  almost  total  suaoeusiouol  >Xi^^^'£^ 

ir 
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The  3,000  laborers  now  employed  are  en^^  on  about  90  contracta.  Tbeie 
contracts  require  the  work  to  be  done  withm  a  given  time,  without  any  pro- 
vision authorizing  the  company,  at  pleasure,  to  direct  the  contractors  to 
Ittssen  their  force.  And,  even  if  there  were  such  a  provision,  the  right 
oolild  only  be  exercised  to  the  great  injury  of  the  contractors :  for  time  to 
them  is  money,  and  there  are  certain  expenses  that  they  axe  constantly  in- 
curring, after  their  work  has  once  been  in  full  operation,  whether  they  woik 
ft  large  or  a  small  force ;  so  that,  in  many  instances,  a  positive  loss  would  be 
•ustamed  by  a  contractor  in  his  work,  from  reducing  his  force  one-half, 
when  he  was  before  making  a  fiiir  profit ;  and  in  all  cases  there  would  be  a 
diminution  of  the  profits.  Afi^ain :  there  are  certain  contracts  that  sboald 
not  be  stopped  or  retarded  in  their  operations,  if  the  company  can  poasibif 
aroid  it  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  force  employed,  which  ooold 
not  easily  be  replaced  (for  instance,  the  tunnel),  or  on  account  of  the  wdigkC 
of  work  to  be  done,  and  for  the  economical  carrying  on  of  which  time  ii 
important ;  so  that  the  practical  operation  of  reducing  the  expenditures  to 
mie-half,  as  proposed  by  Ifr.  Wootton,  would  be  the  entire  saspenaion  or 
abandonment  or  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  contracts. 

G.  a  WASHDfGTOR. 
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MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

COMMUNICATIKa, 

tmpliance  loith  a  remlution  of  the  ^tiate^  copies  of  tlie  correspondeflce 
}meen  the  War  Department  aiid  Governor  Callj  concerning  the 
Florida. 


March  12,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Washington,  March  11,  1840. 
R  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  4th  of 
uary,  1840,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  the 
ispondence  between  the  Department  of  War  and  Grovernor  Call,,  con- 
iug  the  war  in  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN.. 
Ml.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


War  Department,  March  11, 1840. 
r:  In  obedience  to  your  direction,  I  have  the  honor  to  traoffmit, 
with,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of  War 
Governor  Call,  concerning  the  war  in  Florida,  as  called  for  by  the 
ution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  4th  Febniary,  1840. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R,  POINSETT. 
3  the  PRiirsiDENT  of  the  United  States. 


War  Department,  ilfay  25,  183& 
r  :  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  letter  this  dhy  ad- 
«d  to  General  Clinch.  Should  General  Scott  leafve,  or  have  lelt  the 
itory,  and  should  General  Clinch  not  continue  in  service,  you  aie 
authorized  to  assume  the  command  of  the  rwular  forces  and  militia 
ing  in  Florida,  and  to  employ  the  same  in  the  best  manner  for  tHa 
ice  of  the  country  and  the  speedy  subjugation  of  the  Indians. 
ft  Rivet,  priRien. 
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I  acknowledged,  some  time  since,  the  receipt  of  your  letter  proposing  i 
summer  campaign  for  the  reduction  of  the  Indians.  In  the  event  of  the 
command  devolving  upon  you,  under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  yoi 
are  authorized  to  organize  an  expedition  for  this  purpose.  You  will  pleax^ 
however,  to  advert  to  the  considerations  stated  in  the  letter  to  Genenl 
Clinch,  with  respect  to  the  service  of  the  troops,  and  the  dangers  of  the 
climate;  and  you  must  form  your  judgment  on  a  view  of  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances. In  these  suggestions  the  President  fully  concurs ;  anditi 
his  desire  that  the  operations  should  be  conducted  as  vigorously  as  possible. 
I  enclose,  herewill),  a  copy  of  two  acts  of  Congress  :  one  entitled  '^  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  volunteers  and  militia  corps  in  the  serriee 
of  the  United  States;"  and  the  other  "authorizing  the  President  of  th 
United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteeri,  and  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional regiment  of  dragoons,  or  mounted  riflemen."  I  am  instructed  by  Ike 
President  to  request  that  you  will  cause  to  be  raised  in  the  Territory ot 
Florida  1,000  volunteers,  to  be  called  immediately  into  the  service  of  thr 
United  States.  The  act  of  Congress  provides  that  the  officers  shall  lie 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory  where  tbeyue 
raised.  When  corps  already  organized  tender  their  services,  they  will  iie 
accepted  with  their  present  organization.  When  this  is  not  the  case,  and 
the  men  are  to  be  engaged  individually,  they  will,  in  the  first  instance, be 
arranged  into  companies,  and  then  into  battalions,  regiments,  and  abrigadei 
When  existing  corps  do  not  tender  their  services,  the  basis  of  theorgaoia- 
tion  will  be  the  present  militia  laws  of  the  United  States.  These  are  the 
acts  of  Congress  of  May  8,  1792 ;  of  January  2,  1795 ;  of  March  2;  18(B; 
of  April  18,  1S14  ;  and  of  April  20,  1816.  An  abstract  accompanies  At 
letter,  showing  the  mode  of  organization,  and  the  number  and  rank  o[i» 
officers.  You  will  conform  your  arrangements  to  the  principles  of  thc» 
laws,  as  herein  explained.  Taking  into  view  the  acts  of  Congress  of  )bf 
8,  1792.  in  the  third  section  of  which  the  organization  is  limited  to  wheie 
the  same  may  be  convenient,  and  also  the  fourth  section  of  the  actoftbe 
24th  May,  1836,  a  discretionary  power  appears  to  be  vested  in  the  I^ 
sident  on  the  subject  of  organization  generally.  It  must,  therefore,  be 
controlled  by  the  number  of  men,  and  by  other  circumstances.  You  fii 
oi|;anize  your  companies  so  as  to  contain  fifty  privates  each.  The  offieo^ 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  musicians,  will  be  reflated  by  the  dbovt  Ij^ 
acts  of  Congress.  You  will  organize  the  companies  immediately  iDtobi^  I  p' 
talions,  placing  five  companies'  in  each  battalion.  These  battalions  «i  1^'^ 
form  two  regiments,  and  one  brigade.  Should  circumstances  not  eailk  M^^J 
you  to  raise  the  whole  number  specified,  you  must  organize  those  «t^  l^,''*' 
may  volunteer  upon  those  principles. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  should  urge  upon  you  the  most  proof' 
action  upon  this  subject.  Orders  will  be  issued  to  Captain  Shaoooai^ 
muster  the  men  into  service  as  fast  as  the  companies  are  formed.  ^  Ijt  r 
will  immediately  employ  them  in  the  defence  of  the  country  until  Geoenl  | 
Scott  or  General  Clinch  shall  make  permanent  arrangements  for  A^^ 
service.  The  necessary  orders  will  be  given  to  the  Quartermaster^  So^ 
sistence,  and  Pay  Departments,  to  provide  the  funds  for  any  disburseon^ 
that  may  be  required,  as  fast  as  necessary.  Authority  having  alrody  ktf 
.  given  to  you  for  procuring  arms  and  ammunitioD,  it  is  not  necetftfj^^ 
,  to  renew  the  order.  Instructions  will  also  be  given  for  inuiog  tht  s^ 
sary  camp  equipage. 


H 
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I  proper  to  observe,  that  the  provision  in  the  second  section  of  the  act 
y  21,  1836,  "which  allows  to  volunteers  a  commutation  for  clothing 
call^  into  actual  service,"  must  be  construed  to  give  them  a  claim  for 
commutation  from  that  time,  which  will  be  paid  to  them  at  the  same 
and  in  the  some  manner,  as  they  receive  their  monthly  pay.  No  other 
iiction  can  be  &;iven  to  the  law,  as  it  is  impossible  to  tell,  until  the  end 
service,  the  whole  amount  of  commutation  which  may  be  due  to  a 
teer.  The  pay  of  these  volunteers  will  not  commence  until  they  are 
into  service,  and  they  have  reached  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  and 
vill,  in  all  cases,  be  engaged  to  serve  for  twelve  months  thereafter,  un- 
K>ner  discharged. 

letter  to  General  Clinch  will  have  advised  you  of  the  arrangements 
espect  to  the  Tennessee  volunteers.  I  beg,  in  addition,  that  you  would 
}p  a  constant  communication  with  General  Jesup,  that  he  may  be  able 
6  his  ulterior  measures  with  a  full  knowledge  of  existing  circum- 
o. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  May  26,  1836. 

:  If  General  Jesup.  in  the  course  of  the  caropaiirn,  shall  move  into 
a,  and  General  Scott  shall  be  absent,  he  will,  of  course,  be  entitled  to^ 
ill  assume  the  command  of  the  military  operations  in  that  quarter. 
Very  respectluUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  June  1, 1836. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ol  your  letters  of  May 
nd  18th,  both  of  which  arrived  yesterday. 

m  referring  to  the  communications  addressed  to  you  on  the  25th  uK 
l^on  win  perceive  that  the  arrangements  there  made  for  the  campaign 
rida  render  unnecessary,  at  this  time,  any  measures  of  this  depart- 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  your  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida  J  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  June  8,  1836. 

:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  has  this  moment  been  received. 
fing  in  my  previous  letters  communicated  to  you  the  arran^ments 

it  had  been  thought  best  to  adopt  for  the  defence  of  Florida,  it  is  not 
«ry  that  I  should  again  advert  to  the  subject  geuet;Jk\^.    ^t»«iA.j 
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Scott  hns  left  the  Territory,  and  this  department  is  not  yet  informed  whelher 
General  Clinch  will  resume  his  military  duties.  I  understand  that  beis 
probably  at  St.  Mary's,  Georgia  ;  and  duplicate  communications  have  beci 
sent  to  him»  one  of  which  t!)e  postmaster  at  Milledgcville  was  requested  to 
forward  lo  him  by  express.  If,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  should  not 
have  ascertained  his  deiormiuation,  1  would  thank  y^ou  lo  commuDicatc 
whh  him,  and  inquire  whether  he  intends  to  continue  in  the  s'jrvice.  This 
you  will  please  do  without  delay,  and  by  an  express,  whose  expen:>es  will  be 

Said  by  the  department;  and  if,  on  tlie  receipt  of  his  answer,  you  find  that 
e  does  not  expect  to  resume  the  command  in  Florida,  you  will  at  ona 
take  upon  yourself  the  command  of  all  the  regular  troops,  volunteers  and 
militia,  who  may  be  employed  there,  and  use  your  besi  endeavors  for  ife 
defence  of  thfe  country,  under  the  instructions  heretofore  given.  It  aeens 
to  me  that  your  suggestions  are  very  just ;  but,  at  this  distance,  and  wilk 
the  imperfect  knowledge  we  have  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  it  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  any  certainty  upon  the  subject.  The  instroctioos 
of  General  Jesup,  acopy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  you,  will  haveshovn 
you  that  the  department  was  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  preventiog 
all  communication  between  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  and  therefore  id- 
strucled  General  Jesup,  among  the  first  measures,  to  station  a  force  oo  the 
southern  part  of  the  Creek  country  with  that  view. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  order  issued  from  the  id- 
jntant  Generals  office,  authorizing  you  to  assume  the  command  in  Floridly 
in  the  event  of  the  absence  of  General  Scott  and  General  Clinch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Govtrnor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


>~o 


War  Department,  June  18, 1836. 
Sir:  I  have  but  a  moment  to  inform  you  that  General  Clinch  has* 
newed  the  tender  of  his  resignation,  which  has  been  accepted.  I  pnmm 
yon  have  ascertained  this  fact  ere  this,  and  that  you  are  already  in  thectfr 
roand  of  the  troops  in  Florida.  If  not,  you  will  please  to  assume  tbecoi^ 
•mand  without  delay. 

Governor  Cannon  is  proceeding  to  raise  the  volunteers  which  hftieb* 
asked  from  the  State  of  TenHes^.  The  number  assigned  to  WertT* 
nessee  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred,  who  are  all  to  be  mounted.  Hf 
are  to  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville  on  the  1st  of  July.  Directions  wiOk 
immediately  given  for  them  to  proceed  to  Tallahassee,  and  to  place^ 
selves  under  your  command.  I  will  write  to  you  again  iatbebcgiflSI  fi>i\ 
of  the  week.  1?^' 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASa 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  lof  Florida^  Tallahassee.  h-^-.d 

■:  M 
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War  Department,  June  20,  I^. 

:  I  addressed  yon  a  short  letter  on  Saturday,  informing  yon  that 
&i  Clinch's  resignation  had  been  accepted,  and  renewing  the  author* 
you  to  take  command  of  the  regfular  troops  and  miliiia  serving;  in 
a.  It  is  the  expectation  of  the  President  that  you  will  employ  them 
best  manner  in  the  subjugation  of  the  Indians,  and  the  protection  of 
jntry.  The  proper  operations  must  be  committed  to  your  own  dis- 
I.  The  President  is  disposed  to  think  well  of  the  plan  suggested  by 
jut  there  are  also  many  circumstances  which  must  have  weight  in 
matter,  that  the  proper  measures  can  only  be  determined  upon  where 
re  to  be  carried  itito  efiect.  Among  those,  not  the  least  important  is 
Qoate.  It  is  obvious  that  a  very  great  risk  of  human  hfe,  from  its  in- 
lty,oug]it  not  to.be,  unless  the  state  ofthe  country  absohitoly  requires 
D  exposure.  Opinions  upon  the  subject  of  carrying  on  a  caippaign 
-  the  summer  have  been  variant.  You  must  exercise  a  sound  discre- 
on  the  whole  matter. 

close  a  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  addressed  to  General  Scott,  by^  which 
ill  see  that  orders  have  been  given  to  him  to  send  to  your  aid  1,000 
west  Tennessee  mounted  men,  should  you  not  succeed  in  raising  the 
2er  force  authorized  by  my  letter  of  May  25ih. 
will  immediately  communicate  to  General  Scott  your  views  upon 
tter,  and  likewise  upon  the  subject  of  your  operations  generally,  as 
vements  and  yours  may  afiect  each  other. 

:;lose,  also,  an  extract  of  the  instructions  of  January  21,  given  to  Gen. 
m  the  subject  of  the  final  disposition  of  the  Seminole  Indians.  Should 
ccced  in  reducing  them  to  submission,  you  will  carry  into  effect  the 
es  directed  in  that  letter.  The  'I'ennessee  troops  will  be  armed,  and 
ime  that  you  have  ere  this  procun^d  a  sufficient  quantity  of  arms 
use  of  such  of  your  miliiia  as,  from  time  to  time,  may  be.  culled  into 
.  Colonel  Bomford  will  correspond  with  you  on  the  subject  of  arms 
omunition.  General  Tovvson  has  directed  a  paymaster  to  proceed 
iately  to  Tallaha-ssee,  who,  I  presume,  will  have  reached  there  before 
;eive  this  letter,  lie  will  pay  ail  the  miliiia  and  volunteers  who  Have 
r  may  be,  in  the  service  ofthe  United  Slates.  General  Towson  will 
inicate  with  you  upon  this  snhjoct.  1  understand  that  Captain  Shan- 
at  Tallahassee,  with  full  authority  to  mnke  all  piiyments  on  account 
Uuarleriuastui'ij  Dcparlmont.  The  acting  dnnrlermasler  General 
form  you  of  his  arrangt  menls.  The  (JomrTUj^sary  General  of  Sub- 
3  will  also  commiinicalc  wilh  you  on  the  subject  of  provisions;  and 
liiitions  which  you  may  fnid  it  necessary  to  make  upon  the  officers 
various  departments,  in  order  to  carry  on  your  operations,  will  be 
ly  complied  with.  All  the  necessary  means  will  be  placid  at  their 
I.  TheSur^^con  General  will,  in  like  manner,  communicate  with  you. 
were,  some  tiiiie  since,  informed  that  arranirements  were  made  for 
ployment  of  live  stcaml^o^is,  and  for  having  a  part  of  these  manned 
men  from  the  navy.  You  will  perceive  that,  in  my  instructions  to 
1  Scott,  1  have  rcqncsied  him  to  allow  one  or  more  of  these  boats  to 
such  places  as  you  may  direct.  I  would  recommend  that  you  cor- 
i  wilh  him  upon  this  point,  and  also  with  the  proper  naval  officer, 
you,  however,  not  receive  the  aid  of  these  boats,  and  should  require 
'ou  will  procure  them  elsewhere  if  praciicahle;  and  should  you  find 
f  other  descriptions  necessary,  you  are  at  liberty  to  huYn  them  pur- 


expedition  against  those  Indians  the  present  summer,  and  li; 
thority  and  means  to  undertake  it,  it  would  not  he  proper  for 
at  this  time  to  direct  any  preliminary  arrangements  lookin 
hereafter.  As,  however,  an  expedition  of  this  nature  mus 
uncertain  in  its  results,  it  is  proper  to  refer  the  whole  mi 
command  in  Florida  being  vested  in  yon.  to  cause  such  pre 
made  for  the  suhjiigution  of  the  Seminole  Indians  ns  the  c 
the  country  and  the  nature  of  the  warfare  may  require, 
therefore  committed  to  your  discretion  ;  and  should  you  find 
of  operations  will  be  necessary  hereafter,  you  will  then  pi 
to  have  all  such  arrangements  made  as  you  may  deem  ne( 
speedy  and  successful  issue.  You  will  have  before  you  th( 
General  Scott,  and,  after  considering  them,  you  will  dcternii 
what  preparations  may  be  required,  and  take  your  mcasui 
The  various  staff  officers  will  procure  such  supplies  as  yoi 
and  should  articles  be  wanted  which  cannot  be  furnisiied 
rangements  must  he  made  for  procuring  them  where  they  c 
the  best  terms.  In  ca.^es  where  the  expenditures  will  he  co 
where  supplies  can  probably  be  obtained  upon  beUer  terms 
cities,  and  transported  to  Florida  in  season  for  your  operation 
ter  correspond  with  the  chiefs  of  the  military  bureaus  at 
request  thorn  to  have  the  articles  procured  and  forwarded.  If 
purchased  under  the  recent  authority  to  employ  theiri  up< 
Mexico,  and  upon  the  rivers  running  n)to  it,  they  can  be  use 
tions  against  the  Seminolcs,  as  it  is  to  l»c  presumed  that  the 
ties  will  be  over  before  the  autumn.  If  hired  only  for  the  abo 
contract  will  be  continued,  or  they  must  be  purchased,  at  y 
As  to  the  establishment  of  posts,  the  cnllcciion  of  depots  of 
means  of  transportation,  and  the  preparations  of  all  other  ar 
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War  Department,  July  11,  1836! 
Sir  :  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  ad* 
dressed  to  General  Jesup ;  and  have  to  request  that  you  would  communis 
cate  your  views  to  him  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LbJWlS  CASS. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  Juli/  19,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
fkh  instant,  communicating  your  plan  of  operations  for  the  reduction  of 
Che  Seminoles. 

In  answer  to  your  request  that  250  or  300  seamen  and  marines  may  be 
fiimished  from  the  squadron,  I  have  to  state  that  Commodore  Dallas  has 
leceived  ample  instructions  and  authority  from  the  Navy  Department  to 
comply  with  your  requisitions.  And  as  it  is  probable  that  the  boats  on  the 
Chattahoochee  wilt  not  long  be  required  there,  I  would  suggest  that  you 
communicate  with  General  Jesup  upon  the  subject  of  transferring  them  to 
any  point  at  which  you  think  they  will  be  of  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  July  20,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  7th  instant. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  correct  an  error  in  the  phraseology  of 
my  letter  of  yesterday.  Instead  of  saying  that  Commodore  Dallas  has 
been  instructed  to  comply  with  your  requisitions,  the  remark  should  have 
been,  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  cooperate  with  you.  This  correction 
is  necessary  to  prevent  any  misconception  of  the  relations  of  that  officer  to 
^iirself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

.  Governor  of  Florida.  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  July  28,  1836. 
Sir  :  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16lh  instant,  with  the  general 
^ider  of  General  Scott,  of  July  2,  directing  the  Tennessee  volunteers  to  be 
mustered  into  service  for  three  months. 


I  Iwye  tl^e  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  these  troops  were  directed,  m  the 
fint'  ipstance,  to  be  received  for  twelve  months ;  but,  at  the  instance  tf 
Governor  Cannon,  they  were  mustered  for  six  months.  For  a  shorter  tem 
the  law  would  not  permit  them  to  be  accepted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Actwff  Scerelary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


*  ^  War  Department,  August  3, 1836. 

Sir  :  t  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimOi  trans^ 
nfittihg  Captain  Lee's  report  of  the  action  at  Micanopy. 

Tour  recommendation  that  brevets  should  be  conferred  upon  this  officer 
mqd  Lieutenants  Humphreys  and  Talcott  will  be  laid  before  the  Presideoli 
upon  his  return  to  this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'     ;  C.  A.  HARRIS, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Wiff. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 


War  Department,  August  15,  1836. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures. 

In  answer  to  the  latter  part  of  your  communication,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  copies  of  my  letters  to  you,  of  July  19  and  20,  on  the  subject  of 
your  request  for  seamen  to  aid  you  in  an  expedition  up  the  VVilhlacoochie 
riter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee, 


War  Department,  August  25, 1836. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  wiA 
its  enclosures. 

This  department  has  no  control  over  the  revenue  cutters.  By  law,  th 
President  is  authorized  to  transfer  them  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Naff 
Department,  when  the  pubhc  interest  requires  that  measure.  Theywil 
leniain,  then,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Navy  Department  As  the  curt* 
which  have  been  transferred  have  been  regularly  attached  to  the  Mwl 
cbmmand,  1  feci  imwilling  to  ask  the  Navy  Deplartmeot  to  detadi  ' 
therefrom,  as  such  a  step  would  seem  to  reflect  upon  the 
officer. 
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Permit  me  to  recommend  yciir  fnmkljr  correspondiniBr  with  €aptaMi  Dal^ 
los ;  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  that  officer  will  lake,. upon  yonr  8ug;^2neaf  joD, 
all  auch  measures  ns  the  public  interest  may  seem  to  demand.  Should  yoii> 
find  it  ii^dispensable  that  some  vessel  should  be  under  your  immediate  direo- 
tioDi  would  it  not  bo  better  to  employ  one  of  the  steamboats  already  engaged^ 
or  to  procure  another  for  that  purpose? 

I  agree  with  you  as  to  the  propriety  of  checking  the  intercourse  between 
the  Spanish  fishermen  and  the  Indians,  and  I  trust  that  yourself  and  ConK 
modorc  Dallas  will  both  take  all  the  measures  in  your  power  to  effect  that 
object. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fa. 


War  Department,  September  17,  ISSK?-^^ 
Sir  :    I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  leUer  of  the  6th  instant, 
enclosing  the  report  of  Major  Pierce,  of  the  action  at  Micanopy,  and  com- 
mnnicating  the  intelligence  of  Captain  Shannon's  death. 

The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  of  Captain  Shannon  has  been  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Pichell,  who  will  be  ordered  to  report  to 
you  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  t^ecretury  of  V  m  . 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fa. 


War  Department,  October?,  1836. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  18th 
iiltirno,  in  which  you  encloso  copies  of  letters  from  yourself  to  Commodore 
Dallas  and  General  Jesup,  and  have  submitted  ihem  to  the  Pn?sid«nt;  who 
lias  instructed  me  to  say  that,  as  far  as  he  understands  the  localities,  the 
])lan  of  operations  you  liave  determined  on,  as  developed  in  the  letter  to 
Cieneral  Jesup,  seems  to  him  judicious. 

In  re2:ard  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  to  General  Jesup  in  which  yott 
<ensnre  the  department  for  not  actino^  "  with  the  promptness  and  energy 
^which  the  importance  of  the  case  required,"  in  respect  to  a  sujjijestion  of 
"yours,  tiiat  Commodore  Dallas  should  be  instructed  to  g^uard  the  coast  of 
jFlorida,  so  as  to  prevent  all  intercourse  between  the  Indians  and  iradcrsi,  I 
liave  to  observe  that  it  is  deemed  highly  indecorous,  improper,  and  unjust. 
'You  cannot  but  be  aware  that  this  department  has  no  control  over  naval 
operations ;  and  all  it  can  do,  in  a  case  like  that  in  question,  is  to  brino;  the 
suhject  before  the  proper  hroncli  of  the  Kxecutivo,  and  su<rffest  the  propri- 
ety of  the  appropriate  measures  bein^  taken.  There  has  been  no  instance 
"Where  this  has  not  been  done  by  this  department,  with  all  the  promptness 
^LBd  energy  which  the  case  has  demanded ;  and  your  assumption  to  the  coq- 
Mxuy  is  entirely  groundless.    Nor  is  it  believed  that  the  Navy  Department- 
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has  fiiiled  in  any  instance  to  act  with  as  much  promptitade  and  vigof  as  the 
circumstances  required,  and  a  true  regard  to  the  pubh'c  interest  cominitted 
to  its  charge  would  permit.  Full  and  positive  instructions  have  heeu  re- 
peatedly given  to  Commodore  Dallas,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  co- 
operate Willi  you,  with  all  the  measures  in  his  power,  in  putting  an  end  lo 
the  Seminole  hostilities. 

Equally  groundless  and  inappropriate  is  your  censure  of  the  departmeot 
respecting  the  "  crazy  steamboats."  Forming  an  opinion  from  your  owa 
•communications,  it  was  merely  suggested  that  the  employment  of  one  of 
the  Government  steamboats  might  be  useful  for  the  purpose  in  view.  Thii 
department  certainly  had  no  expectation  that  you  would,  in  acting  on  the 
suggestion,  select  a  "  crazy"  one ;  the  more  especially,  as  you  had  already 
been  invested  with  full  power  to  buy  or  charier,  according  to  circumstanoeB, 
whatever  vessels  might  be  necessary  for  your  marine  operations. 

This  letter  has  been  seen  and  approved  by  the  President. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee,  Fa. 


War  Department,  October  10,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  Major  Pierce  to  you ;  one  of 
which  relates  to  the  want  of  officers  in  Florida.     Measures  will  be  immo- 
diately  taken  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  in  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Exc<*llency  R.  K.  Call, 

Oovernor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fa. 


War  Department,  October  16,  1836. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  ullira^ 
transmitting  a  copy  of  Colonel  Warren's  report  of  the  action  l)etween  the 
troop§  under  his  command  and  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  18ih  September. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fa. 


War  Department,  November  4, 1836. 
Sir  :  On  the  29th  ultimo  a  rumor  reached  this  city,  through  the  Charles 
ton  papers,  that  you  had  marched,  with  the  troops  under  your  immaditto 
conunand,  to  the  YI'\\hWcooc\\vb^  ^xv^  \}ci«t^  ^>a^^'i«tQd  the  enemy  in  < 


11.  [278] 

arable  force ;  and  that,  instead  of  crossing  the  river  and  attacking  him,  yon 
hi|d  fallen  back  upon  Fort  Drane  to  obtain  provisions.     From  the  tenor  of 

Jour  Inst  despatch,  under  date  of  October  lOih,  in  which  yon  stated  that 
iajor  Pierce  had  united  with  you  the  day  before,  making  your  force  thir- 
teen  iiundred  and  iiity  strong,  and  bringing  seven  days'  rations  for  the 
-whole  army ;  that,  with  these  supplier,  you  intended  marching  to  the 
Wiihlacoochie,  in  the  hope  of  encountering  the  enemy  in  his  stronghold; 
and  that  the  depots  at  Volusia,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie, 
would  afford' the  means  of  replenishing  your  supplies,  it  was  confidently 
hoped  that  this  rumor  would  prove  erroneous.  It  was,  however,  substan- 
tially confirmed  by  various  communications  received  during  the  early  part 
of  the  present  week,  wliich  also  gave  us  the  additional  intelligence  that  Col. 
Lane,  with  the  regulars  and  friendly  Indians  under  his  command,  after 
marching  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  Withlacoochie,  had  also  retired  to  Fort 
Drane ;  that  the  Tennessee  brigade,  having  sustained  a  serious  loss  in 
horses,  and  being  destitute  of  forage,  had  been  moved  to  Black  creek  ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  these  untoward  events,  and  for  the  ix^ant  of  horses, 
transportation,  and  supplies,  your  operations  are  likely  to  be  suspendedJbr 
several  weeks.  The  mails  since,  thouoh  they  have  not  brought  us  any 
•communications  from  yourself,  have  furnished  ample  details  as  to  all  these 
events ;  whidi  have  been  still  further  elucidated  by  the  verbal  statements  of 
Lieutenant  Mitchell,  lately  of  your  staff,  who,  it  appears,  had  been  de- 
spatched to  this  place  and  Philadelphia  on  business  connected  with  the  re- 
plenishing of  your  supplies.  That  officer  also  reports  that,  at  the  time  of 
[lis  departure,  you  were  suffering  severely  from  sickness  and  fatigue. 

In  the  mean  time  the  preparation  of  such  orders  from  this  department, 
.as  the  exigency  of  the  case  requires,  has  been  deferred  in  the  hope  of  re- 
ceiving your  oflScial  report;  but  the  mail  of  the  last  night  having  failed  to 
bring  it,  it  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the  public  interest  to  take,  without 
further  delay,  such  measures  as  appear  to  be  required  by  the  facts  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  department. 

Although  no  definitive  judgment  has  been  formed  as  to  the  occurrences 
above  referred  to,  1  am  yet  instructed  by  the  President  to  express  to  you 
his  disappointment  and  surprise  that  you  should  have  commenced  the  exe- 
cution of  a  campaign  of  so  much  importance,  and  so  long  meditated,  with- 
out first  taking  effectual  measures  to  secure  all  needful  supplies  from  the 
various  depots,  which,  for  several  months,  have  been  subject  to  your  or- 
ders ;  and.  above  all,  that,  after  approaching  with  so  large  a  force  within 
so  short  a  distance  of  the  enemy,  and  finding  him  apparently  disposed  to 
give  battle,  you  should  have  retired  without  a  more  serious  attempt  to  cross 
the  river  and  to  drive  him  from  his  position.  This  disappointment  and 
regret  are  greatly  increased  by  the  considerations  that  these  retrograde 
movements  will  probably  have  the  effect  to  expose  the  frontiers  to  new  in- 
vasions by  marauding  parties,  and  to  encourage  the  Indians  in  their  resist'^ 
ance,  thereby  increasing,  beyond  what  might  otherwise  have  been  needed, 
-the  severity  of  the  measures  which  will  now  be  required  to  subdue  them. 
It  is  due  to  these  considerations,  and  also  to  the  army  and  to  yourself,  that 
the  circumstances  connected  with  your  late  movements  should  be  distinctly 
explained ;  and  in  case  you  shall  not  have  transmiued  a  full  report  on  the 
subject  iHjfore  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  you  will  do  so  without 
delay.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  hoped  that  the  army  will  soon  be  prepared 
4o  resume  offensive  operations  ;  but  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  state 
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of  your  health  will  not  allow  you  to  finish  the  campaign  with  the  prompti- 
tude and  energy  which  the  crisis  demands,  the  President  deems  it  expedi- 
ent to  relieve  you  from  the  command.  By  his  direction  1  have,  therefore, 
this  day  instructed  Major  General  Jesup,  if  he  shall  not  already  htut 
united  with  you,  to  do  so  at  once,  or  to  communicate  with  you  on  the  sub- 
ject without  delay,  and  thereupon  to  assume  the  command  of  the  army 
serving  in  Florida,  which  you  will  accordingly  be  pleased  to  transfer  to 
him.  A  copy  ot  the  despatch  to  him  is  herewuh  transmitted  to  you,  aiid 
the  original  is  borne  by  the  same  messenger  who  will  deliver  you  this 
communication. 

Should  General  Jesup  not  be  at  your  headquarters  on  the  arrival  of  the 
messenger,  you  will  take  the  earliest  measures  to  despatch  him  to  the  place 
where  you  shall  have  the  best  reasons  to  suppose  that  officer  will  be  found 
with  the  utmost  expedition  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  you  will  make  all  such 
dispositions  as  may  be  in  your  power  for  promoting  the  plan  of  the  cam- 

Enign  prescribed  in  the  instructions  to  General  Jesup  ;  and  after  he  shall 
ave  relieved  you,  you  will  also  be  pleased  to  cooperate,  so  far  as  the 
state  of  your  health  and  your  other  engagements  may  allow,  in  the  execn* 
tion  of  his  duties. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Copy  of  despatch  of  the    War  Department  to  General  Jesup,  referred 
to  in  letter  dated  ith  November,  1836. , 

War  Department,  November  4,  1836. 

Sir:  Before  this  communication  reaches  you,  you  will  have  become 
fully  acquainted  with  the  retrograde  movements  of  Governor  Call,  and  the 
other  events  connected  therewith,  which  have  recently  occurred  in  Florida. 
These  circumstances  liave  for  a  time  suspended  offensive  operations;  and 
from  the  feeble  state  of  Governor  Call's  health,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  he  will 
not  be  able  to  prosecute  the  campaign,  when  resumed,  with  that  promptitude 
and  enerory  which  the  crisis  demands.  The  President  has  'therefore  deter- 
mined to  commit  to  you  the  command  of  the  army  serving  in  Florida,  and 
the  general  direction  of  the  war  against  the  Seminoles. 

You  will,  accordin5:]y,  on  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  should  you 
then  be  at  Governor  Call's  headquarters,  and,  if  not,  so  soon  as  you  can  reach 
there,  or  can  communicate  with  him,  assume  the  command  of  all  the  forces 
in  the  Territory. 

The  hostile  Indians  having  been  discovered  in  considerable  force  on  the 
banks  of  the  Withlncoochie,  and  it  having  been  also  ascertained  that  their 
principal  camps  and  settlements  are  situated  on  the  south  side  of  that  river, 
you  will  immediately  make  all  suitable  arrangements  for  a  vigorous  attack 
on  their  strongholds,  and  for  penetrating  and  occupying  the  whole  couctry 
between  the  Wiihlacoochie  and  Tampa  Bay.  With  a  view  to  this  end, 
you  will  first  establish  posts  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Withiaooochie,  at 
Fort  King^and  at  Yolusia;  and  you  will  take  the  proper  measures  for  8ecn^ 
iBgj  through  them,  xV\q  scifev?}  ol  v\v&ito\i\S&t.    Yq\i  will^  also,  thioQgfa  the 
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same  posts,  and  by  such  means  of  traosportation  as  may  be  most  certain 
Aud  econoQiical,  make  permanent  arrangements  for  procuring  permanent 
and  regular  supplies.  So  soon  as  those  dispositions  shall  be  completed,  yo« 
will  concentrate  all  your  disposable  forces,  and  proceed  without  delay  to 
cross  the  Withlacoochie,  and  to  possess  yourself  of  the  positions  now  occti- 
pied  by  the  Indians;  attacking  and  routing  them  in  their  strongholds,  and 
scouring  the  whole  country  between  the  Withlacoochie  and  Tampa  Bay. 

Should  you  succeed  in  bringing  the  Indians  to  a  general  engagement,  and 
in  defeating  them  therein,  the  ready  submission  of  the  tribe  niuy  probably 
be  expected.  If,  however,  they  should  abandon  their  present  position  oa 
the  Withlacoochie  before  you  reach  it,  or  you  should  drive  ihem  from  ic 
without  entirely  subduing  them,  you  will  then  take  such  advanced  posi- 
tions to  the  south  of  Volusia,  ^and  to  the  east  and  south  of  Tampa  Bay,  as 
the  nature  of  the  country  may  admit,  and  push  from  them  such  further 
operations  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  subjuga- 
tion of  the  enemy. 

The  above  direction  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  strongholds,  and  to 
possess  yourself  of  the  country  between  the  Withlacoochie  and  Tampa 
Bay,  you  will  regard  as  a  positive  order,  to  be  executed  at  the  earliest  proe- 
ticable  moment.  In  other  respects,  you  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion^ 
and  will  adopt  such  measures  as  you  may  deem  best  calculated  to  protect 
the  frontier,  and  to  effect  ttte  subjugation  and  reinoval  of  the  Indians. 

Great  confidence  being  reposed  in  your  prudence,  energy,  and  skill,  it  is 
deemed  unnecessary  to  urge  you  to  promptitude  or  activity,  or  to  impress 
on  you  tlie  importance  of  early  and  frequent  communications. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Secretary  of  WiMr  ad  interim. 

Major  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

United  States  Army^  Florida, 

(Note  appended  to  the  foregoing  letttr.] 

Note. — A  postscript  was  added  to  the  original  letter  of  General  Jesup, 
acknowledg^ing  letters  received  from  him  afler  the  preparation  of  the  above^ 
and  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  acting  duartermaster  General ; 
but  as  it  is  believed  that  this  postscript  was  not  included  iu  the  copy  sent 
to  Governor  Call,  it  is  not  now  sent. 


War  Department,  December  30, 1836. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  to  lay  before  the 
President,  your  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  with  the  accompanying 
copy  of  a  report,  addressed  by  you  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  19tn  of 
October,  the  original  of  which  has  never  reached  the  department;  and,  a^ 
it  has  not  been  alluded  to  in  any  communication  heretoiore  received  froin 
you,  it  was  not  until  this  day  that  the  department  had  any  intimation  that 
such  a  report  was  made. 

The  several  topics  embraced  in  your  last  communication  will  receive  an 
early  and  deliberate  consideration. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hasten  to  correct  certain  erroneous  impressions  which 
you  appear  to  have  imbibed  to  the  prejudice  of  an  officer  referred  to  in  017 
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letter  of  the  4th  ultimo.  Speaking  of  that  communicatioD,  yon  observe  "it 
informed  me  of  a  rumor  which  had  reached  Washington  very  unfaToraUe 
to  my  conduct  and  military  character.  It  reminds  me  of  the  means,  and  sup- 
posed means,  I  possessed  of  achievinja:  a  victory  over  the  enemy ;  of  theun. 
willingness  of  the  department  to  credit  the  rumor ;  but  that  it  had  been  sttb- 
stantially  coftfirmed  by  various  communications  received,  further  *  elucida- 
ted' by  the  verbal  statement  of  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  late  of  my  staff,"  &c.  In  a 
subsequent  part  of  your  letter  you  again  allude  to  this  officer,  and  make  the 
following  observations  and  statements:  "As  to  the  rumor,  it  is  intangible, 
and  I  shall  say  nothing  about  it.  Nor  are  the  communications  which  yon 
mention  as  having  been  received  entitled,  in  my  estimation,  to  higher  credit, 
as  they  must  have  been  destitute  of  truth ;  for  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  who 
seems  to  have  *  elucidated'  the  whole  matter,  and  whom  you  seem  to  ha?e 
considered  as  a  member  of  my  staff,  sent  on  to  Washington  and  Philadelphia 
by  me  on  business  connected  with  the  replenishing  of  my  supplies,  I  most 
say,  if  he  made  such  representations,  he  was  truly  unfortunate  in  comma- 
nicating  facts.  For  the  want  of  an  ordnance  officer,  so  often  complained  of 
to  the  department  by  the  officers  in  command  in  Florida,  I  appointed  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  take  charge  of  the  ammunition ;  in  the  same  order,  my  staff  was 
announced  to  the  army.  He  marched  with  us  from  Suwanee  Old  Town, 
and  lived  in  the  family  of  General  Armstrong,  until  a  few  days  before  oor 
return  from  the  Withlacoochie  to  Fort  Drane,  when  he  came  into  the  mm 
with  myself  and  staff.  On  our  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  he  applied  for  per- 
mission  to  go  to  Black  creek,  which  was  readily  granted. 

<<He  suggested  that  he  might  be  of  service  in  procuring-and  forwarding 
the  clothing  and  blankets  which  I  intended  to  order  the  quartermaster  at 
Black  creek  to  purchase  for  the  friendly  Indians,  as  it  had  been  represeated 
by  their  commander  that  they  were  in  great  want  of  those  articles.  At 
Black  creek  I  understood  he  applied  to  one  of  my  aids,  then  at  this  place, 
for  an  order  to  proceed  to  Charleston  and  Philadelphia  to  make  those  pur- 
chases. This  was  done  without  my  knowledge,  and  certainly  very  con- 
trary to  my  intention,  as  I  did  not  wish  him  to  go  further  than  Black  creek. 
He  has  forwarded  no  clothing  for  the  Indians,  nor  has  he  made  any  report 
of  his  proceedings.  I  have  to  request  that  this  officer  may  be  ordered,  with- 
out delay,  to  jom  his  company  at  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  Withlacoochie.  Af 
to  his  having  been  sent  by  me  to  replenish  my  supplies,  the  statement  is  er- 
roneous. 

"  The  Indians  were  almost  naked,  and  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  them 
clothed  on  the  requisition  of  their  commander." 

That  part  of  my  letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  referred  to  in  the  passages 
above  quoted,  is  in  the  following  words : 

"On  the  29th  ultimo,  a  rumor  reached  this  city,  through  the  Charlestoa 
papers,  that  you  had  marched  with  the  troops  under  your  immediate  com- 
mand to  the  Withlacoochie,  and  there  discovered  the  enemy  in  considerabb 
force ;  and  that,  instead  of  crossing  the  river  and  attacking  him,  yoa  had 
fisiljen  back  upon  Fort  Drane  to  obtain  provisions. 

"From  the  tenor  of  your  last  desi)atch,  under  date  of  October  lOth,  ill 
which  you  stated  that  Major  Pierce  had  united  with  you  the  day  beto^ 
making  your  force  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  strong,  and  bringing  scwtt 
days'  rations  for  the  whole  army ;  that  with  these  supplies  yoa  intended 
inarching  to  the  Withlacoochie,  in  the  hope  of  encountering  the  ^emvia 
liis  strongholds  -,  and  that  the  depots  at  Yolusia  and  at  the  mooth  of'^ibe 
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Withlacoochie  would  afford  the  means  of  replenishing  your  supplies,  it  was 
confidently  hoped  that  this  rumor  would  prove  erroneous.  It  was,  however, 
substantially  confirmed  by  various  communications  received  during  the 
early  part  of  the  present  week,  which  also  gave  us  the  additional  intelli- 
gence that  Colonel  Lane,  with  the  regulars  and  friendly  Indians  under  his 
command,  after  marching  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  Withlacoochie,  had  also 
retired  to  Fort  Drane ;  that  the  Tennessee  brigade,  having  sustained  a  serious 
loss  in  horses,  and  being  destitute  of  forage,  had  been  moved  to  Black  creek ; 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  these  untoward  events,  and  for  the  want  of 
horses,  transportation,  and  supplies,  your  operations  are  likely  to  be  sus- 
pended for  several  weeks. 

<<The  mails  since,  though  they  have  not  brought  us  any  communications 
from  yourself,  have  furnished  ample  details  as  to  all  these  events;  which 
have  been  still  further  elucidated  by  the  verbal  statements  of  Lieutenant 
Mitchell,  late  of  your  staff,  who,  it  appears,  had  been  despatchkl  to  this 
place  and  to  Philadelpliia  on  business  connected  with  the  replenishing  of 
your  supplies.  That  officer  also  reports  that,  at  the  time  of  his  departure, 
you  were  suflfering  severely  from  sickness  and  fatigue. 

<<In  the  mean  time,  the  preparation  of  such  orders  from  this  department, 
as  the  exigency  of  the  case  requires,  has  been  deferred  in  the  hope  of  re- 
ceiving your  ofiScial  report ;  but  the  mail  of  the  last  night  having  failed  to 
bring  it,  it  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the  public  interest  to  take,  without 
further  delay,  such  measures  as  appear  to  be  required  by  the  facts  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  department." 

On  a  more  careful  perusal  of  this  extract,  you  will  perceive  that  my  letter 
;  did  not  inform  /ou  that  any  rumor  ''unfavorable  to  your  conduct  or  mili- 
•  tary  character"  had  been  elucidated  by  the  verbal  statements  of  Lieutenant 
^  Mitchell.    The  observation  is,  that  certain  events,  in  respect  to  which  am- 
.  plo  details  had  been  furnished  by  the  mails  received  at  Washington  prior  to 
the  4th  of  November,  had  been  further  elucidated  by  the  verbal  statements 
of  that  officer.    There  is  nothing  in  this  expression  which  can  warrant  you 
in  inferring,  as  you  seem  to  have  done,  that  the  verbal  statements  of  Lieu- 
tenant Mitchell  were  derogatory  to  your  character,  or  that  he  had  given 
conntenance  to  any  rumor  of  that  nature. 

But  it  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell  that  this  correction  shoulcf  not  be 
confined  to  a  mere  exposition  of  the  erroneous  character  of  the  inferences 
you  have  drawn  from  the  language  of  the  department.  As  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  him,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  he  made  no  statements  in  respect 
to  any  such  rumors.  Having  called  on  me,  in  my  official  capacity  as  acting 
head  of  the  War  Department,  on  thcbusiness  with  which  he  was  charged,!  pro- 
posed to  him  such  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  events  which  had  then  recently 
occurred  in  Florida,  and  to  the  actual  position  of  affiiirs  when  he  left  the 
army,  as  were  calculated  to  obtain  any  information  which  he  misht  be  able 
-to  communicate.  His  replies  were  characterized  not  only  by  perfect  respect 
towards  yourself,  but  apparently  bv  great  candor.  He  placed  in  my  posses- 
sion a  newspaper  article,  originally  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Florida 
Herald,  and  published  in  an  extra  number  of  that  paper  of  the  2 1st  of  Octo- 
bar,  and  referred  to  it  as  a  full  and  accurate  account,  so  far  as  it  extended, 
from  the  pen  of  one  of  your  own  aids.  His  verbal  statements  corresponded 
with  that  article,  but  brought  down  the  account  to  a  few  days  later ;  and 
.gave  the  additional  intelligence,  mentioned  in  my  letter,  as  to  the  state  of 
ydur  health  at  the  time  of  his  departure. 
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You  will  also  perceii'e,  on  a  more  careful  examination  of  the  extract,  that 
it  does  not  represent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  as  one  of  your  staff  at  the  time  ol 
his  comnumicaiion  to  the  department,  nor  does  it  allege  that  he  had  been 
sent  on  by  you  on  business  connected  witii  your  supplies;  the  suggestion  is, 
that  he  was  lately  of  your  staff,  and  tiiat  he  had  l>eGn  despatched  to  this 
place  and  to  Philadelphia,  &c.,  without  saying  by  whom.  The  passaoc 
above  quoted  from  your  last  communication  substantially  confirms  tliis  su9- 
giistion  ;  to  which  it  should  be  added,  that  he  was  also  charged  with  a  re- 
quisition  from  General  Armstrong;  for  clothit.ir  for  the  Tcnne^^see  brigade. 

A  copy  of  that  part  of  this  letter  which  relates  to  Lieutf:nant  Mitchell  will 
be  transmitted  to  that  officer  :  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  you  will  take  piei- 
sure  in  extending  to  him  the  like  justice  which  you  invoke  for  yoursell 

B.  V.  BUTLER, 
^Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


War  Depautmknt,  Jafmary  14, 1837. 

SiK :  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt,  on  thut  day,  of  your  communication  of  the  2d  of  same  mom, 
and  to  reply  to  so  much  of  it  as  related  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell.  Pursuant 
to  the  assurance  tluni  given,  I  now  proceed  to  notice,  so  far  as  deemed  jo9 
to  you,  or  necessary  in  other  respects,  the  several  topics  embraced  in  your 
letter. 

You  have  been  pleased  to  characterize  the  communication  addressed  to 
you  on  the  4lh  of  November  last  as  a  documt-nt  in  the  highest  deme 
extraordinary  and  unjust ;  and  the  excited  feeling  likely  to  he  produced  bj 
such  an  impression  is  displayed  in  every  part  of  yorir  reply.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  feeling,  you  indulge  in  many  remarks  not  at  all  neoeswf 
to  the  explanation  of  your  cotiduct,  or  the  defence  of  your  character.  Yoo 
charge  the  President  and  the  department  with  the  injustice,  not  only  of 
condemning  you  unheard,  but  of  inflicting  on  you,  without  proof,  and oi 
mere  rumor,  the  severest  penalty  which  the  case  admitted.  You  impate 
to  us  the  mockery,  after  thus  visiting  you  with  all  the  consequences  of 
actual  guilt,  of  calling  for  an  explanation  of  your  conduct ;  and  yon  moie 
than  once  intimate  doubts  as  to  the  willingness  of  cither  to  repair,  em 
after  the  clearest  demonstrations,  the  wrongs  we  may  have  coouuiltel 
For  reasons  which,  in  your  cooler  moments,  will  readily  occur  to  yoo,DO 
reply  will  be  made  to  these  parts  of  your  communication. 

It  is  believed  that  all  your  exceptions  to  the  language  and  direclioDSof 
my  letter  are  founded  on  an  erroneous  view  of  its  true  scope.  The  object 
of  that  paper  was  two  fold :  first,  to  require  an  explanation  of  the  canB 
which  led  to  the  failure  of  the  movement  made  by  the  troops  under  yvNff 
command  in  the  month  of  October  last;  and,  secondly^  to  transfer  the  cm 
mand  of  the  forces  serving  in  Florida,  and  the  general  direction  of  the  TO 
aj^inst  the  Seminoles,  to  General  Jesup.  For  each  of  these  metsoni^ 
distinct  and,  as  it  was  thought,  ample  grounds  were  stated  by  the  dep^ 
ment.  In  your  reply,  you  have  not  discriminated  between  theoa  two|lll^ 
poses :  you  treat  the  whole  as  a  censure,  or  rather  as  a  punishmttil,  ftr 
presumed  misconduct  \  and,  to  sustain  this  vieW|  you  entirely  overlook dn 


IT  [278] 

~    particular  reasons  on  which  the  various  parts  of  the  communication  pro- 
ceeded. 
^^        In  giving  you  the  views  of  the  President  and  of  the  department  on  the 
■•    mutehat  points  discussed  in  your  reply,  the  original  order  and  design  of 
?    my  letter  will  be  carefully  adhered  to. 

^        The  propriety  ot  the  call  for  explanation  must  be  determined  by  the 
-^   circumstances  known  to  the  department  at  the  time  when  it  was  made. 
^   These  were  briefly  enumerated  in  my  letter,  as  derived,  not  from  rumor, 
*   nor  from  unfriendly  communications,  but  from  various  authentic  sourceSi 
■'  to  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  report  from  you,  we  were  obliged  to  have 
''-'  recourse.    Of  these  statements,  that  which  was  most  relied  upon,  so  far  as 
^1  it  proceeded,  was  the  account  addressed  by  one  of  your  own  aids  to  the 
^  editor  of  the  Florida  Herald,  and  originally  published  in  that  paper.    But, 
*'  as  no  report  had  been  received  from  yourself,  it  was  thought  to  be  due  to 
your  station  arid  personal  character,  that  the  general  grounds  on  which  the 
action  of  the  department  was  founded,  and  the  reasons  which  led  to  it,  in 
the  absence  of  such  a  reporr,  should  be  distinctly  suggested  in  the  instruc- 
tions.    The  rumor  from  the  Charleston  newspapers,  being  the  first  intima- 
tioQ  which  reached  us  of  the  failure  ol  your  movement  on  the  Wiihla- 
1'  coochie,  was  referred  to  as  introductory  of  the  subject ;  but  the  measures 
•J  directiHl  by  the  President  were  expressly  placed  on  the  various  confirma- 
j  lory  accounts  subsequently  received. 

It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  your  objections  to  tlie  nature  of  this  evi- 
>  dencc,  that  it  was  the  best  within  the  reach  of  the  department ;  and  that 
J    it  came  from  so  many  sources,  and  was  so  corroborated  by  undoubted 
facts,  as  to  be  worthy  of  full  credit.     A  further,  and,  if  it  were  needed,  a 
:    slill  more  decisive  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that,  of  the  various 
;    circumstances  stated  in  my  letter,  there  is  not  one  which  is  not  substan- 
tially admitted  in  your  communication  of  the  2d  ultimo,  or  in  the  enclosed 
copy  of  your  still  missing  despatch  of  the  19th  of  October. 

The  case  presented  two  prominent  particulars,  each  of  which  excited 
disapixiintnient,  surprise,  and  regret.     The  first  was,  that,  with  such  ample 
rucans  and  such  abundant  time  for  adequate  preparatPon,  you  should  have 
commenced  your  forward  movement  to  the  enemy's  strong  holds,  without 
taking efiectual  measures  to  secure  the  needful  supplies ;  and  the  second,  that 
a  more  serious  attempt  had  not  been  made,  after  coming  up  with  the  enemy, 
to  cross  the  river,  and  to  drive  him  from  his  position.  That  these  points  were 
well  calculated  to  produce  such  emotions  in  the  mind  of  the  President,  no  one 
better  knows  than  yourself.     Your  correspondence  with  the  department 
U|>  to  and  including  your  last  despatch  (that  of  October  lOth)  had  author- 
ised other  and  very  dilierent  expectations.    That  the  public  would  enter- 
tain the  like  feelings,  and  would  not  be  satisfied  without  full  explanation 
on  both  subjects,  was  equally  plain.    For  these  and  other  reasons,  briefly 
slated  in  my  letter,  you  were  required  to  transmit  a  detailed  report  of  aU 
the  circumstances  connected  with  your  movements.    That  this  call  was 
well  warranted  by  the  existing  posture  of  afiiEiirs  is  a  point  too  obvious 
to  need  remark :  you  have  yourself  conceded  it,  by  crivmg  a  minute  and 
elaborate  explanation.    Its  sufiiciency  is  therefore  the'  only  matter  which,, 
under  this  head,  is  yet  to  be  considered. 

The  various  facts  detailed  in  your  report,  in  respect  to  the  measures 
'  taken  by  you  to  secure  the  necessary  supplies   while  operating  on  the 
Withlacoochie,  have  been  maturely  weighed  by  the  President  and  the 
2 
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departroeut.  We  concur  with  you  in  thinking  that  you  had  good  reiisnn 
to  expect,  when  you  marched  from  Fort  Drane  on  the  9th  of  October,  iha: 
the  depot  previously  orderiid  to  be  established  by  General  Read  at  Graham"? 
Camp  would  be  completed  by  at  least  the  16th  of  October;  and  we  are 
also  satisfied  that  the  causes  which  prevented  the  establishment  of  tbt 
particular  depot  at  that  time  are  by  tio  means  to  be  imputed  to  any  act  or 
omission  of  yours.  I'his  remark,  however,  must  not  be  uiiderbtood  v 
sanctioning  your  complaints  against  the  naval  officers  employed  in  navi- 
gating the  steamboats,  the  justice  of  which,  on  the  facts  now  in  possession 
of  the  department,  is  not  perceived. 

In  thus  explicitly  exonerating  you  from  any  responsibility  for  the  failoK 
oi  General  Read's  efforts  to  establish  the  depots  in  question,  the  fullest 
measure  of  justice  to  which  you  are  entitled  is  believed  to   have  beec 
awarded  you.    But  it  is  due  to  candor,  and  is  called  for  by  tlie  peculi&r 
language  of  your  letter,  to  say  that  it  yet  remains  to  be  regretted  that  you 
should  have  marched  from  Fort  Drane  with  so  scanty  a  supply  of  provii- 
ions  before  you  had  ascertained  that  the  projected  depot — a  depot  so  iudis- 
uensablo  to  the  success  of  your  movement — had  been  actually  estnblisbtd. 
The  direction  to  General  Read  involved  several  distinct  measurci^,  aiidits 
accomplishment  was  very  liable  to  be  defeated  by  accidents  beyond  h» 
control.     There  seems,  therefore,  to  have  been  a  want  of  due  Lautioum 
moving  to  a  position  where  you  would  be  thrown  on  him  lor  the  sub- 
sistence of  your  force,  without  first  knowing  that  iiis  supplies  would  cer- 
tainly be  accessible.     On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  doubted  that  ihe  error  of 
judgment  above  imputed  to  you  had  its  origin  in  tiie  ardent  desire  of  your- 
self and  of  the  troops  under  your  command  to  meet  the  enemy,  aad  to 
hasten  the  conclusion  of  the  war.     Under  these  patriotic  impulses,  it  \s 
perhaps  not  strange  that  you  should  have  counted  with  too  luucii  cooQ- 
dence  on  the  efforts  of  General  Read,  and  should  have  overlooked  the 
contingencies  by  which  they  were  liable  to  be  defeated.     All  this  is  cheer- 
fully allowed  by  the  President,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  it    More 
than  this,  with  the  views  now  entertained  by  tho  department,  it  seems  to 
us  impossible,  consistently  with  justice,  to  concede.    And  with  respect  to 
your  general  operations,  it  is  still  a  subject  of  disappointment  and  regret 
considering  the  time  and  means  allowed  you,  that  more  eiTectual  measuiei 
were  not  taken  for  securing  such  supplies  as  might  have  enabled  you,ofl 
commencing  offensive  operations,  to  maintain  the  positions  to  which  yoi 
might  advance,  and  to  prosecute  the  campaign  with  steadiness  and  vigor. 
The  delay  which  this  would  have  required  might  belter  have  been  in- 
curred than  to  risk  the  far  greater  delay  and  the  other  injurious  cooae- 
quences  of  a  retrograde. 

The  circumstances  set  forth  in  your  communication  for  the  purponof 
explaining  your  retirement  from  the  river,  without  a  more  serious  nntm/i 
to  cross  it,  have  also  been  dehberately  considered.  The  conclusions  of  the 
President  and  of  the  department  on  this  part  of  the  case,  if  not  so  favoratk 
as  you  desire,  are  yet  sufficiently  so  to  exempt  yourself  and  the  array  uoder 
your  command  from  the  imputations  which  you  suppose  to  be  implied  ii 
the  call  for  explanation.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my  duly  to  remind  yoi 
that  the  passage  of  the  Withlacoochie  was  effected  on  the  16th  of  Odoiff 
(only  a  day  or  two  after  yon  abandoned  the  attempt)  by  Colooel  Lone,  wiib 
the  regulars  and  Indians  under  his  command,  at  a  place  about  three  oulti 
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•om  your  encampment.  It  was  also  accomplished  on  the  13lh  of  Novem- 
er  by  your  own  army. 

These  facts  prove  that  the  difficulties  of  the  passage,  though  doubtless,  at 
tl  times,  very  great,  were  not  insuperable.  Cogent  and,  perhaps,  sufficient 
masons  for  the  abandonment  of  the  enterprise  on  your  first  movement  are, 
owever,  to  be  found  in  your  total  want  of  provisions  (except  such  as  your 
len  would  not  use)  and  other  supplies,  and  in  the  great  loss  of  horses 
'hich  your  troops  had  sustained ;  but  this  only  increases  our  regret  at  the 
riginal  cause  of  these  untoward  circumstances.  Had  you  been  as  weU 
ipplied  on  the  X'Mh  of  October  as  you  were  on  the  I8ih  of  November, 
either  the  river  nor  the  arms  of  the  enemy  would  have  prevented  the  ac- 
omplishment  of  your  great  purpose — the  encountering  of  the  Indians  in 
16  cove  of  the  Withiacoochie.  Before  I  leave  this  point,"it  is  proper  1  should 
beerve,  that,  in  speaking  of  your  movements  as  "  retrograded^  reference  was 
od,  Dot  to  your  march  along  the  river  in  quest  of  the  expected  depot,  but 
\  the  retirement  of  the  army  to  Fort  Drane  and  Black  creek — ^ihe  former 
lirty  miles,  and  the  latter  near  one  hundred,  from  the  Withiacoochie.  It 
in  this  sense,  also,  that  the  expression  is  used  in  the  despatch  to  General 
sup ;  and  you  will  allow  me  to  express  my  surprise  at  the  erroneous  con- 
ruction  you  have  given  it,  and,  still  more,  at  the  strictures  upon  it  in  which 
in  have  thought  proper  to  indulge. 

The  transler  of  the  command  to  General  Jesup,  when  properly  under- 
xxi,  will  bo  seen  to  have  been  not  only  right,  but  unavoidable.  Through- 
it  your  letter,  you  have  treated  this  step  as  a  removal  for  misconduct. 
his  feature  of  your  letter,  and  the  animadversions  and  complaints  con- 
cted  with  it,  are  the  more  extraordinary,  since,  in  the  communication  to 
urself,  and  in  that  of  the  same  date  to  General  Jesup  (a  copy  of  which 
IS  enclosed  to  you),  the  transfer  of  the  command  to  the  latter  was  expressly 
Tibnted  to  the  apprehension  that  you  might  not  be  able,  in  your  then  lee- 
s  state  of  health,  to  finish  the  campaign  with  the  promptitude  and  energy 
manded  by  the  crisis.  In  no  part  of  your  conmiunication  have  you  once 
uded  to  this  fact,  or  to  the  weighty  considerations  connected  with  it,  as 
e  assigned  and  sufficient  reason  for  changing  the  command,  although  .it 
ipears,  from  your  own  statements,  that  the  account  of  your  sickness  given 
the  department  was  strictly  true ;  nor  do  you  seem  to  have  recollected 
aft  it  was  originally  designed,  and  so  made  known  to  you  at  an  early  day, 
at  the  command  should  be  taken  by  General  Jesup  on  his  arrival  in 
iorida.  It  is  true,  the  department  afterward  acceded  to  the  very  liberal 
ggestion  of  that  officer,  that,  as  you  had  prepared  the  plan  of  the  campaign, 
111  should  be  allowed  to  conduct  it;  and,  had  the  condition  of  things 
mained  unaltered,  this  arrangement,  probably,  would  not  have  been  inter- 
red with.  But  their  condition  had  been  entirely  changed  by  the  retire- 
ent  of  the  army  from  the  Withiacoochie  \  the  suspension  of  offensive  oper- 
ions;  the  want  of  an  official  report  from  you  ;  the  short  period  remaining 
r  the  service  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers ;  the  necessity  produced  by  that 
iuse,  and  by  other  considerations,  for  the  utmost  promptitude ;  and,  above 
1,  by  your  own  severe  sickness.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  know- 
iff,  as  we  did,  that  General  Jesup  had  arrived  in  Florida,  with  what  pro- 
nety  could  the  campaign  have  been  left,  at  a  juncture  so  critical,  to  the 
Kitingenciea  of  your  recovery?  How  could  it  be  foreseen  that  you  would 
irvive  1  or,  if  you  survived,  that  you  would  be  able  in  due  season,  or  at 
ly  timei  to  take  the  field  ?    On  a  more  dispassionate  view  of  this  part  of  the 
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case,  you  cannot  help  perceiving  that,  in  the  langnage  you  hare  used  io 
respect  to  it,  you  have  done  the  President  great  injustice  ;  and  I  trust  yoi 
will  be  convinced  that  the  measure  in  question,  at  the  time  and  under  tbe 
circumstances  referred  to,  was  not  merely  an  act  of  prudence,  but  of  impe- 
rious duty. 

In  answer  to  your  request  for  a  court  of  inquiry,  it  is,  perhaps,  suffideni 
to  remark  that,  as  you  are  not  now  in  the  military  service  of  tbe  Unitd 
States,  it  is  believed  there  is  no  authority  to  organize  such  a  court ;  and, 
even  if  the  power  were  clear,  the  President  is  of  opinion  that  there  exists  oo 
adequate  cause  for  its  exercise.  The  call  upon  you  for  explanation  bm 
been  fully  complied  with.  No  difference  exists  as  to  any  material  fact ;  and 
though  he  is  obliged,  upon  your  own  statement,  to  impute  to  yoa  tbe  erron 
of  judgment  abovementioned,  yet  he  does  not  deem  them  of  such  a  chaiac^ 
ter  as  to  demand  any  further  investigation.  Should  you,  on  the  receipted 
this  leUer,  still  desire  a  court  of  inquiry,  you  will  please  repeat  your  requot, 
and  it  shall  receive  a  fuller  consideration. 

Before  closing  this  letter,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  effidot 
measures  taken  to  redeem  the  time  lost  by  the  failure  of  vour  first  mote* 
ment,  and  the  energy,  fortitude,  and  courage,  displayed  by  all  the  forces  oo 
der  your  command  on  resuming  the  campaign,  and  especially  in  the  seierd 
engagements  in  the  cove  of  the  Withlacoochie  and  the  Wahoo  swamp,  v 
stated  in  your  report  of  the  27ih  of  November,  have  received,  as  they  deserre, 
the  high  approbation  of  the  President.    It  is  also  due  to  you  to  add  thii 
General  Jesup,  in  despatches  received  from  him,  has  borne  testimony,  in  \\f 
strongest  manner,  to  the  merits  of  your  general  plan  of  operations,  aod  h 
the  efficiency  of  the  measures  in  progress  when  he  assunoed  (he  commaod 
The  first  of*^  these  despatches  which  came  to  hand  was  published  by  the 
department,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  yourself,  in  the  Globe  newspaper  of  tbe 
27th  ultimo. 

Since  commencing  this  communication,  a  resolution  has  been  receiid 
from  the  Senate,  calling  for  your  explanatory  letter.  Its  transmissioo  ii 
that  body  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  compliance  with  the  request  cat 
tained  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 
Secretary  of  War^  ad  tn/erm 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Oovemor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee^  Fa. 

P.  S. — The  President's  directions  for  the  preparation  of  this  letter  wm 
^ven  some  time  since,  and  it  was  commenced  ou  the  day  of  its  dale ;  tai^ 
&om  the  pressure  bf  matters  in  the  department  requiring  immediate  action 
and  of  my  other  official  duties,  its  completion  has  necessarily  bem  ddiyii 

January  20, 1837. 


War  Department,  Februarf  20^  1837. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  oltiiBD^I 

liave  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  your  official  despatch  of  the  ZTth  of  Ifr 

vember  was  received  on  the  lOth  of  December  last,  aod  immediofe^dB- 

livered  to  the  M)\xV».tv\.  G^ea^iiX^m^  ^Sx»(:.\i<^\sA  to  cause  it  to  be  pabbaM 
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entire  iH  the  Globe  newspaper ;  which  was  accordingly  done.  These  di- 
rections were  given  from  a  desire  to  brin^  before  the  public,  at  the  earliest 
moment,  the  interesting  inteUigence  contained  in  your  communication,  and 
also  as  an  act  of  justice  to  yourself,  and  to  the  brave  men  under  your  com- 
mand. 

The  withdrawing  of  the  communication  from  my  immediate  possession, 
for  the  purpose  above  stated,  combined  with  various  other  circumstances, 
preFented  the  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt.  The  publication  in  the  news- 
paper must,  however,  have  given  you  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  soon  after 
the  writing  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo ;  and  in  my  letter  of  the  14th 
nltimo,  I  had  occasion  to  express  the  high  sense  of  the  services  detailed  in 
the  despatch  itself. 

The  complaint  against  Lieutenant  L'Engle,  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  20th  of  December,  was  referred  by  me  to  the  acting  duartermaster 
General,  and  has  been  fully  investigated  by  him.  Enclo^  you  have  his 
report;  from  which  yon  will  perceive  that  you  have  labored  under  errone- 
0O8  impressions  as  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  L'Engle.  I  have  not 
thought  it  needful  to  send  you  the  numerous  documents  transmitted  to  me 
bf  the  acting  Quartermaster  General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Secretary  of  War^  ad  interim. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee,  Florida, 


War  Department,  March  13,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
SOth  of  February.  As  I  shall  leave  the  department  this  day,  and  as  every 
vnoment  of  uiy  time  since  the  receipt  of  this  last  communication  has  beea 
employed  in  despatching  the  great  amount  of  business  which  had  accumu- 
lated during  the  latter  part  of  the  session  of  Congress,  I  find  it  impossible 
'Ko  reply,  in  detail,  to  the  various  suggestions,  arguments,  and  complaints, 
presented  by  you.  Nor  do  1  deem  it  at  all  necessary  that  I  should  do  so, 
cfts  I  am  content  to  submit  the  course  of  the  department  towards  yourself,  so 
'fhr  at  least  as  I  am  concerned  in  it,  to  the  enlightened  judgment  of  the  pub- 
lic, on  the  correspondence  which  has  already  been  had  between  us. 

1  think  it  proper,  however,  to  mention  two  particulars  before  I  leave  the 
^nbjecC  1st.  My  letter  of  the  1 4th  of  February  was  prepared  after  the  ful- 
ftotC  consideration  on  the  part  of  President  Jackson,  and  submitted  to  him 
fi>r  his  approbation  before  it  was  finished  or  sent  to  you.  Some  of  the 
(Joints  to  which  you  take  the  strongest  exception  were  inserted  at  his  ex- 
I^ress  suggestion,  and  the  whole  letter  received  his  full  sanction. 

2d.  The  statement  that  Colonel  Lane  had  crossed  the  Withlacoochie  only 
^^bout  three  miles  from  your  encampment,  was  taken  by  me  from  the  printed 
^^count  prepared  by  one  of  your  aids,  and  was  supposed  by  me,  as  well  as 
^y  the  President,  to  be  perfectly  correct,  until  a  few  days  since,  when  Gen- 
^snd  Armstrong,  of  Tenucssee,  informed  me,  as  you  have  stated  in  your  let- 
ter, that  it  was  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  distant;  the  mistake,  in 
«tii  probability,  was  made  by  the  printer,  who.  doubtless,  mistook  thirty  for 
diree.    On  my  showing  the  printed  account  to  General  Armstrongs  he  waa 
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entirely  satisfied.  1  proposed  to  him  that  he  should  write  me  a  letter  stating 
the  fact,  to  the  end  that  I  might  correct  the  error  in  a  letter  to  you  ;  and'l 
understood  him  to  assent  to  this  suggestion.  His  occupations  while  here, 
and  his  early  departure,  probably  prevented  him  from  addressing  to  me  the 
proposed  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Secretary  of  War,  ad  interim. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


War  Department,  May  17,  1837. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the 
issue  of  rations  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Florida,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions  this  day  forwarded  to  Major  General 
Jesup  on  that  subject.  The  instructions  have  been  directed  to  General 
Jesup,  at  Tampa  Bay  ;  but  to  provide  against  the  contingency  of  their  mi$- 
carriage,  or  his  absence  from  that  post,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting 

Jou  a  duplicate  of  them,  which  I  will  thank  you  to  direct  and  enclose  to 
im. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call. 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee.  Florida. 


War  Department,  May  26,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  March 
last,  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  Colonel  Wood,  for  the  services  of  ibe 
steamer  Minerva,  while  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  report  ot  the  acting  Quartermaster 
General  on  this  subject.  For  the  reasons  stated  in  this  report,  the  depert- 
ment  cannot  consent  to  an  adjustment  of  Colonel  Wood's  claim  till  the 
steamer  Lieutenant  Izard  shall  have  been  surrendered  unconditioDallTto 
the  United  States.  Then,  also,  will  that  gentleman's  claim  for  salvage  k 
taken  into  consideration,  and  not  sooner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  Yfer. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


War  Department,  August  4, 1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  taw 
to  General  Jesup,  in  reference  to  the  system  of  relief  to  the  suffering  » 
habitants  of  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 
Secretary  ^  War. 
His  Excelleucy  "R.  YL.  Gx\a., 

Gfovcmor  of  Florida^  Talla>va»%^» 
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War  Department,  September  6, 1837. 
r:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
nltimo,  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  a  brigade  of  mounted  volun- 
fronrthe  State  of  Kentucky,  during  the  next  campaign  against  the 
inoles. 

fie  force  already  engaged  will  preclude  the  necessity  of  employing  so 
I  a  force  of  mounted  men ;  and  I  regret,  therefore,  that  this  circum- 
:e  deprives  the  department  of  the  power  to  avail  itself  of  the  patriotic 
isition  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky^  and  of  your  own  valuable  services. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretajp  of  War, 
is  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


War  Department,  October  13,  1837. 

R :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultinio,  in 
Mice  to  the  non-payment  of  certain  troops,  mentioned  by  you,  in 
lie  and  West  Florida ;  and  I  transmit  you  a  report  of  the  Paymaster 
sf  al  upon  the  subject 

hen  tiio  muster-rolls  of  the  troops  shall  been  transmitted  to  this  depart- 
:,  the  proper  order  respecting  their  payment  will  be  promptly  given. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
s  Excellency  R,  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


War  Department.  October  31,  1837. 
r:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
instant,  in  reference  to  the  suffering  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ities  of  Washington  and  Walton,  West  Florida,  and  advising  that  you 
ordered  provisions  to  be  issued  for  their  temporary  relief.  These  issues 
be  allowed ;  and  the  superintendent  of  the  system  of  relief  in  Florida, 
has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  your  letter,  has  been  directed  to 
sr  with  General  Jesup,  and,  if  that  officer  thinks  it  proper,  to  despatch 
gent  to  the  district  of  country  in  question,  to  attend  to  the  issue  of  ra- 
\  to  the  inhabitants,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  recently  pre- 
yed. 
3ry  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
is  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


War  Department,  November  16,  1837. 
[r:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27tli  ultimo,  and  its  enclosures, 
in  reply,  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  paymaster  hAS  ift^^titt:^ 
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been  sent  to  Florida,  with  instructions  to  pay  all  troops  legraHy  entitled  to 
compensation  from  the  United  States.     1  trust  your  excellency  wiU  expm 
ence  no  further  difficulty  from  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 
Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Ploriday  Tallahassee j  Florida. 


War  Department,  December  30.  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tbe 
11th  instant,  in  respect  to  paying  certain  Florida  troops,  and,  in  reply,  to 
transmit  you  a  report  of  the  Paymaster  General,  with  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
Confess  to  which  it  alludes. 

The  appropriation  law,  which  provides  the  only  funds  out  of  which  a 
payment  of  this  kind  could  be  maae,  restricts  the  application  of  the  money 
to  such  troops  only  as  have  been  called  out  either  by  the  General  coramand- 
ing  in  Florida,  or  under  the  express  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  whereas,  it  would  appear,  from  the  information  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  department,  that  the  troops,  whose  payment  you  seek  to  effed, 
were  called  out  by  you  subsequent  to  the  period  when  yon  ceased  to  com- 
mand the  army  in  Florida.  Full  explanations  of  the  necessity  and  maDoer 
of  calling  these  troops  into  the  service,  are  therefore  necessary,  and  these 
will  be  immediately  asked  of  General  Jesup. 

'Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 
Secretary  of  War. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


MVar  Department,  January  10,  i83& 
Sir  :  In  order  that  you  may  make  it  known  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Walton,  and  advise  them  to  return  to  tbe  cnl- 
tivation  of  their  farms,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that 
subsistence  will  not  be  furnished  to  them  beyond  the  15th  of  next  mooth. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J-R.  POINSETT, 
Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  TaUahasseCf  Florida. 


War  Department,  April25,  183& 

Sir  :  Within  the  last  two  or  three  months,  the  department  has  sereni  . 
times  received  intelligence  of  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians  is 
Middle  Florida,  and  has  called  the  attention  of  General  Jesup  to  fheR^  tud 
given  parlicu\ai  du^vioua  for  the  defence  of  that  portion  of  the  Teiriiorf. 


25  [  278  ] 

Recent  information,  of  .further  depredations,  renders  it  necessary  that  some 
further  steps  should  be  taken  ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
commanding  officer  in  Florida  has  this  day  been  written  to,  and  directed  to 
send  an  officer  of  rank  and  intelligence  to  that  section,  with  such  part  of 
the  regular  force  as  can  be  spared,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  repetition 
of  these  depredations  ;  and,  if  possible,  to  capture  or  destroy  the  lawless  ma- 
rauders who  commit  them.  The  regular  force  that  this  officer  may  be 
able  to  take  with  him,  may  not  be  sufficient  for  the  accompHshment  of  the 
objects  in  view,  and  it  may  therefore  be  necessary  for  him  to  apply  to  your 
excellency  for  a  portion  of  the  militia  to  aid  him.  In  this  event,  I  am  in- 
structed  by  the  President  to  request  that  you  will  place  at  his  disposal  such 
an  amount  of  force,  of  this  description,  as  he  may  require,  to  serve  three 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War* 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Florida. 


War  Department,  May  30,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
I2th  instant,  expressing  your  readiness  to  comply  with  the  requisition  made 
upon  you,  by  direction  of  the  President,  for  such  militia  force  as  the  officer 
charged  with  the  defence  of  Middle  Florida  may  find  it  necessary  to  call 
for ;  advisory  of  the  flight  of  the  Creek  Indians  assembled  for  emigration  to 
the  west,  of  the  consequent  alarm  of  the  citizens,  and  of  the  measures  you 
have  taken  for  their  protection,  consisting  of  the  employment  of  a  portion 
of  the  militia,  and  of  the  Appalachicola  Indians.  These  measures,  you  ex- 
press a  wish,  may  be  approved  by  the  department,  under  the  impression,  it 
is  presumed,  that  such  approval  will  legally  entitle  the  troops  so  employed 
to  compensation  from  the  United  States. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  employment  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  pro- 
hibit the  payment  of  any  by  the  Government  except  those  regularly  mus- 
tered into,  or  out  of,  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  directions  from 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  a  general  officer  of  the  regular  army, 
so  tnat  the  formal  approval  by  the  department  of  the  measures  alluded  to 
would  not  effect  the  object  for  which,  it  is  inferred,  you  deem  it. 

The  only  way,  therefore,  in  which  the  department  could  legally  bind 
itself  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  question,  would  be,  to  have  mustered 
into  the  service  those  still  employed,  and  to  have  mustered  out  those  who 
have  been  dismissed,  if  they  would  assemble  for  that  purpose  ;  and  General 
Taylor,  who  has  full  power,  under  his  instructions,  to  employ  such  an 
amount  of  force,  and  to  make  all  other  arrangements  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  Florida,  will  be  written  to,  and  authorized  to  adopt  the  above  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Florida. 
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War  Department,  June  2, 1838. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and 
its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  the  appearance  of  Indians  in  West  Florida, 
of  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  of  depredations  from  them,  and  of  their  desire 
to  be  protected  by  a  military  force. 

From  your  letter  it  appears  that  your  excellency  is  still  under  a  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  power  of  the  department  to  make  provision  for  the  sub- 
sistence and  payment  of  militia  called  out  by  you  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 
This  is  not  a  matter  in  which  the  department  can  exercise  its  discretion,  ii 
being  limited  to  making  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  those  troops  only 
which  are  regularly  mustered  into  the  service,  and  for  the  payment  of  those 
so  mustered  into,  or  out  cf,  the  service,  under  directions  from  the  President, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  or  a  general  officer  of  the  United  States  army.  It  is 
still  further  restricted  by  the  want  of  means  to  provide  for  but  a  very  limited 
force,  as  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  appropriations  can  be  obtained 
of  Congress  for  even  the  smallest  possible  amount  of  force  necessary  for  the 
execution  of  its  duty  of  protecting  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  and  elsewhere. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  vesting  the  calling  out  of  troops,  and  taking  other 
measures,  involving  expense  for  the  defence  of  Florida  only  in  the  general 
in  command  there. 

Ample  authority  has  been  given  to  General  Taylor  to  take  every  measure 
in  his  power  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory,  as  you 
have  already  been  advised,  and  it  would  save  lime  and  risk  if,  in  all  ex- 
igencies of  the  kind  presented  in  your  letter,  you  would  apply  to  him  for 
the  necessary  force,  when  he  could  either  regularly  raise  additional  force, 
so  that  it  could  be  maintained  and  paid  without  difficulty  by  the  United 
States,  or  move  to  the  point,  when  it  is  required,  a  portion  of  that  already 
in  service,  and  thus  save  the  heavy  expense  of  employing  new  troops. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  yesterday,  General  Taylor  was 
advised  of  the  grounds  for  apprehending  disturbances  in  West  Florida;  and 
he  will,  without  doubt,  take  such  measures  in  reference  thereto  as  the  cir- 
cumstances may  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

iSecretary  of  War, 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Oovemor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee.  Florida, 


War  Departmrnt,  Jtme  9, 1S39. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tlie 
22d  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  yourself  aiid 
Colonel  Jackson  Morton,  respecting  the  nonpayment  of  certain  troops  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida  that  were  in  service  during  the  years  1836  and  1837. 

It  was  sometime  since  decided  that  these  troops  shoald  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  and  Captain  Vinton  was  to  have  mustered  ihem  in  order  to 
bring  their  claim  to  compensation  within  the  legal  powers  of  the  depanmeni 
The  department  regrets  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  execute  this  duty,  and 
feels  called  upon  to  take  the  most  prompt  measures  in  its  power  to  hatre  ii 
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performed,  and  Major  Dearborn  will  be  immediately  directed  either  to  at- 
tend to  it  forthwith  himself,  or  to  designate  some  other  officer  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee^  Florida. 


Adjutant  General's  Offick, 

Washington,  May  27, 1836. 

Sir:   I  respectfully  herewith  transmit  *•  general  order"  No.  34,  dated 
26th  May,  1836. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General 
His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  30,  1836. 

Sir  :  Herewith,  I  respectfully  transmit  a  copy  of  "  general  order  "  No.  43, 
issued  from  this  office. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General 
His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida, 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  6,  1836. 

Sir  :  1  respectfully  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  return  of  the  regu- 
lar troops  serving  in  Florida  on  the  31st  of  May,  which,  as  far  as  possible, 
is  made  up  from  the  several  post  returns  received  at  this  office  of  that  date, 
and  where  no  such  return  has  been  received,  the  data  are  derived  from  the 
muster-rolls  of  April,  as  explained  by  the  note  on  the  face  of  the  return. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  JONES,  Adjutant  General 
His  Excellency,  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee,  Florida. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  25,  1836. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  pleasure  herewith  to  enclose  copies  of  some  of  my  an- 
swers to  sundry  communications  on  the  subject  of  absent  officers,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  that  it  has  not  been  overlooked  at  this  office.    I  have  f re- 
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auently  taken  special  care  to  well  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  great 
eficiency  of  officers  for  duty  in  the  field,  but  he  decides  that  objects  of 
internal  improvement,  surveys,  railroads,  &c.,  equally  demand  his  atlen- 
lion  ;  and  he  will  not  consent  that  the  absent  officers  so  employed  shall  be 
withdrawn  and  ordered  to  join  their  companies  ;  nor  do  I  see  that  the  evil 
is  likely  to  be  soon  remedied,  severely  as  it  is  felt,  and  as  often  as  it  is  com- 
plained of,  by  the  few  officers  who  are  serving  with  the  troops,  and  com- 
manding in  the  field. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Call, 

Commanding  U.  S.  troops  in  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  26,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  herewith,  respectfully,  transmit  copies  of  "  order  No.  49,"  aod 
extract  of  No.  50,  which  refers  to  two  officers  of  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand ;  *and  shall  hereafter  forward  such  as  I  may  suppose  would  be  ac- 
ceptable, or  would  have  any  bearing  on  the  operations  in  Florida.  Will  yon 
be  pleased  to  transmit,  for  the  files  of  this  office,  copies  of  the  orders  yon 
may  issue  from  time  to  time. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  Mjutant  General 
Governor  Call, 

Commanding  in  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  November  10,  1836. 

Sir  :  The  following  named  officers  of  the  army,  serving  in  Florida,  have 
been  summoned  by  Captain  Cooper,  the  special  judge  advocate  of  the  coun 
of  inquiry  now  in  session  at  Fredericktown,  as  witnesses  in  the  case  or- 
dered to  be  investigated  by  that  tribunal,  pursuant  to  "general  order"  Na 
66,  dated  October  §d.  The  summonses  were  transmitted  to  the  several 
officers  named,  through  this  office,  at  the  request  of  the  judge  advocate: 

Captain  Drane.  2d  artillery;  Lieutenant  McCrabb,  4th  infantry:  Lieu- 
tenant Betts,  1st  artillery. 

At  the  verbal  request  of  Captain  Cooper,  summonses  for  Major  LomaXt 
3d  artilleryi  and  Lieutenant  G.  Morris,  4th  infantry,  were  also  forwarded 
through  this  office.  In  addition  to  the  abovenamed  officers,  the  following, 
not  at  the  time  serving  with,  but  belonging  to,  the  Florida  troops,  have  been 
required  to  attend ;  viz  : 

Brigadier  General  Eustis,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bankhead,  Colonel  Lind- 
say, Lieutenant  J.  E.  Johnston,  Captain  Canfield,  Captain  Waite,  (assistant 
quartermaster)  and  Captain  Morrison. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  Adjuiata  Generd. 

Governor  Call,  Florida. 
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Tallahassee,  August  8,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  order  No.  49,  and  an  extract  of  order  No. 
66.     In  conformity  with  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  the 
general  orders  heretofore  issued  by  me  relative  to  the  Florida  army. 
Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Commanding'  the  Army  in  FloridcL 
General  R.  Jones, 

■'  Adjutant  Oeneral,  U.  S.  Army. 


Tallahassee,  July  23,  1836. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
treme unhealthiness  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Drane,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  surgeon  and  officers  of  that  post,  I  have  ordered  its  abandonment  so 
iooa  as  a  suitable  situation  can  be  selected  in  its  immediate  neighborhood. 
For  the  last  two  months,  the  sick  report  has  varied  from  one-half  to  one- 
ibird  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  sit- 
aation  of  Fort  Drane  to  recommend  it  as  a  military  post,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  health  of  the  garrison  will  be  restored  by  a  removal  to  some 
place  in  its  immediate  vicinity  where  the  troops  will  be  equally  as  service- 
able in  defending  the  frontier. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  and  Commanding  in  Chief. 
General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General^  U.  S,  Army,  Washington. 


Tallahassee,  July  23, 1836. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  letters 
of  the  30th  of  June  and  6th  of  the  present  month,  with  their  enclosures. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  and  Commanding  in  Chief. 
General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 


Headquarters,  Florida  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Fort  Defiance^  December  22,  1835. 
Sir  :  Having  heard  of  the  distress  and  alarms  on  the  frontier,  occasioned 
by  Indian  depredations,  1  raised  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
/volunteer  mounted-riflemen  from  my  brigade,  and,  under  the  orders  of  the 
aeting  governor,  proceeded  to  this  border,  where  I  found  about  the  sanae 
number  of  men  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Warren,  of  the  East  Flori- 
da militia.    I  have  assumed  the  command  of  the  whole,  making  my  force 
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about  five  hundred  men.     They  were  raised,  however,  for  only  four  weeks, 
and  many  of  them  are  badly  armed  and  equipped.     The  services  of  these 
troops  have  been  tendered  to  General  Clinch,  and  accepted,  for  the  prospect 
of  defending  the  frontier.    I  can,  sir,  securely,  give  you  an  adequate  de- 
scription of  the  frontier  inhabitants:   The  whole  country  between  iheSa- 
wanee  and  the  St.  John's  river,  for  the  distance  of  fifty  miles  above  the  In- 
dian boundary,  is  abandoned ;  the  frontier  inhabitants  shut  up  in  a  few 
miserable  stockade  forts,  and  the  Indians  traversing  the  country  at  wiil, 
burning  and  destroying  wherever  they  appear.     Before  nay  arrival,  a  num- 
ber of  skirmishes  had  taken  place,  in  which  the  Indians  were  invariably 
successful.     A  few  days  since,  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Warren's  com- 
mand, while  on  their  march  in  the  margin  of  the  Alachua  savannah,  was 
attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians ;  his  baggage  ^uard  was  defeated,  and  his 
bagffage  captured.     Two  days  after,  I  marched  on  the  same  ground,  recov- 
ered one  wagon,  a  carryall,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  baggage.     I  had  in- 
tended to  camp  that  night  at  a  house  within  one  mile  of  (  ort  Defiance, 
formerly  called  Micanopy,  where  there  was  a  supply  of  corn  and  fodder. 
When  my  spies  and  advanced  guard  approached,  they  observed  a  house  on 
fire ;  they  pressed  forward,  and  found  the  trail  of  a  small  party  of  Indians 
leading  into  a  thick  hammock;  they  gave  pursuit,  and  drove  ihemiotoa 
pond  in  which  there  was  a  thick  undergrowth  and  a  number  of  trees,  in 
which  the  Indians  were  concealed.     The  volunteers,  led  by  Colonel  Reid, 
the  brigade  inspector,  gallantly  entered  the  water  and  fought  most  bravely, 
at  half  pistol  shot,  as  long  as  an  Indian  or  the  flash  of  his  gun  could  be 
seen.     When  the  fight  was  over,  we  found  but  four  of  the  enemy  killed- 
my  loss  was  (our  wounded ;  among  these  were  Captain  Lancaster,  of  llic 
first  regiment,  and  George  Johnson,  of  the  second  regiment  of  volunteers, 
while  fighting  bravely  in  the  front  of  the  action.     They  are  all  doing  well 
except  one  of  the  privates,  whose  wound,  I  fear,  is  mortal. 

I  have  this  moment  received  an  express  informing  me  that  the  Indians 
have  crossed  the  Su wanee  river,  and  are  now  burning  and  destroyiosrat 
the  Old  Town.  Many  of  my  men  are  drawn  from  that  quarter,  and  ashon 
distance  beyond  it.  They  feel  much  alarm  for  the  safety  of  their  families, 
and  I  much  fear  many  of  them  will  leave  me  to  night.  I  assure  you,  sir, 
the  country  requires  immediate  protection,  and  it  cannot  be  given  (oo 
promptly. 

Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  K.  CALL, 
General,  Commanding  Florida  Statimu 

The  President  of  the  United  Slaves, 


Tallahassee,  January  9,  1S3& 
Mt  Dear  General  :  In  my  last  1  informed  you  of  the  situati<Ni  of  tb 
frontier  of  East  Florida.  I  succeeded,  with  the  volunteers  under  mj  eo» 
mand,  in  driving  the  enemy  within  his  boundary  alon^  the  whole  bntb* 
tween  the  Suwanee  and  St.  John's.  Having  accomplished  tbia  iwfttn^ 
object,  we  united  with  General  Clinch,  who  conunanded  the  expeditioD  at* 
the  enemy's  country,  the  result  of  which,  I  presume,  hiui  bem 
ted  to  you  through  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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The  term  for  which  the  volunteers  engaged  having  expired,  I  have  re- 
turned to  this  place  to  obtain  from  the  Government  the  necessary  force  to 
prosecute  the  war.  As  yet  nothing  has  been  done.  When  I  left  Gen.  Clinch, 
ou  the  3d  instant,  he  could  not  have  brought  into  the  field  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  effective  men.  Four  additional  companies  were  said  to  be 
at  Tampa  Bay,  or  on  their  march  from  that  place  to  Fort  King,  but  no  cer- 
tain intelligence  had  been  received  from  them.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
mounted  volunteers  marched  from  this  place  a  few  days  since.  I  ordered 
the  commanding  officer  to  report  himsell  to  General  Clinch,  by  whom  they 
will  be  euiployed  as  a  protection  to  the  frontier,  until  we  are  prepared  for  a 
campaigu.  To  put  a  prompt  and  successful  termination  to  this  war,  we 
require  an  army  of  2,500  or  3,000  men ;  about  one-third  of  this  force  can 
1)6  raised  in  the  Territory,  the  balance  must  consist  of  regulars  and  militia 
from  the  neighboring  States.  I  shall  return  to  the  frontier,  in  some  capacity 
or  other,  so  soon  as  I  can  raise  a  force  of  any  description.  I  should  be 
highly  gratified  to  command  the  army,  and  believe  I  could  soon  bring  the 
war  to  a  close.  1  fear,  however,  this  I  cannot  do  without  injustice  to  Gen- 
eral Clinch  ;  he  is  a  brave  and  good  man,  but  I  fear  he  is  too  slow  in  his 
movements  to  conduct  a  war  against  the  Indians. 

I  had  manydifficnltios  to  contend  with  in  mylateexpedition,  and,  among 
others,  meeting  a  desertion  among  my  troops ;  but  the  examples  I  have 
made  o(  the  offenders  will  have  a  salutary  efiect  hereafter. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  is  variously  estimated,  by  those  best  informed,  at 
from  1,200  to  2,000  warriors,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  Creek  Indians  have  united  with  them.  They  are  well  armed; 
they  are  urging  a  M'ar  of  extermination,  and  will  fight  desperately.  The 
enclosed  letter  from  Captain  Fitzpatrick,  the  president  of  the  legislative 
council,  will  inform  you  of  the  manner  in  which  arms  have  been  furnished 
to  the  Indians.  It  contains  other  valuable  information,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

General  Jackson. 


Copy  of  the  document  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  R.  K.  Call,  of  the  9th  Jan* 
vary,  1^36,  addressed  to  General  Jackson. 

Tallahassee,  January  8,  1836. 

Sir:  Previous  to  my  leaving  Key  West,  information  was  received  from  Tam- 
pn  Bsiy,  that  a  Spanish  vessel  had  landed  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  neigh- 
borhood  of  a  Spanish  fishery,  at  Charlotte's  harbor,  to  supply  the  Indians  on 
the  coast.  The  surgeon  of  the  post  at  Key  West,  Dr.  Nourse,  accompanied 
Slojor  Dade's  company  to  Tampa,  and  returned  in  the  transport  "  Moito^" 
Mid  communicated  the  information  to  several  persons,  and  said  he  got  it 
bom  Captain  William  G.  Sanders  and  others  at  Tampa,  and  that  there  was 
ptQOt  of  the  fact,  as  he  understood  from  them.  I  well  recollect  that,  previous 
(•  my  leaving  Key  West,  I  one  morning  observed  a  Sptinish  vessel  coming 
la  at  the  Northwest  passage  from  the  direction  of  Tampa  and  Charlotte's 
iiaibor,  which  vessel  brought  no  cargo,  nor  do  i  know  whether  or  not  she 
tsarried  away  aay  to  Cuba.  The  coUector  at  Key  West,  near  two  months 
^re¥iout  to  this  time,  had  suspended  from  duty  the  iDsyec^tot  oi  ca^\»i&a  ^ 
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Charlotte's  harbor,  for  refusing  spirituous  liquors  to  be  landed  on  the  island 
where  he  lived,  and  upon  wiiich  also  a  Spanish  subject,  naoied  Caldci, 
lives,  and  who  is  carrying  on  a  fishery,  and  has  a  vessel  trading  thereunder 
Spanish  colors,  manned  m  part  by  Seminole  Indians.  There  is  but  one 
citizen  of  the  United  States  attached  to  the  concern,  who  is  the  person  that 
brought  the  charges  against  the  inspector,  and  who  has  been  ^oing  back- 
ward and  forward  in  the  Spanish  schooner  since  that  time.  With  this  ex- 
ception, the  fishery  is  carried  on  by  Spaniards  and  Indians,  and  is  owned  bj 
a  man  named  Badia,  who  lives  in  Havana.  I  know  that  the  Spaniards 
interested  in  the  fisheries  have  been  much  dissatisfied  on  account  of  the  pro. 
posed  removal  of  the  Indians,  and  that  they  have  heretofore  derived  much 
benefit  from  the  services  of  the  Indians  at  the  fisheries,  and  on  board  their 
vessels,  and  that  this  man  Caldez  is  more  dreaded  by.  and  has  more  inflo- 
ence  over,  the  Indians  than  he  ought  to  have.  Tliere  being  uo  inspector 
at  this  point,  and  the  collector  having  sent  the  revenue-cutter  to  New  Or- 
leans, arms  and  ammunition,  or  any  thing  else,  in  any  quantity,  could  have 
been  landed  there  at  any  time  with  impunity.  As  the  southern  section  of 
Florida  is  very  little  known,  except  to  the  Indians,  I  take  tho  liberty  to  ofe 
you  such  information  as  a  residence  of  more  than  twelve  years  in  that  sec- 
tion of  country  has  enabled  me  to  obtain. 

From  Cape  Roman,  on  the  west  coast,  to  Cape  Sable,  and  from  thence  10 
Cape  Florida,  are  innumerable  islands,  formed  by  rivers  and  creeks  ninnin; 
from  the  Everglade  (so  called),  and  having  for  their  source  the  great  Lide 
Macaco,  where  the  Indians  go  in  their  light  canoes,  and  where  thej  bsve 
some  towns  and  cornfields.    This  part  of  the  country  is  little  known  totic 
white  man,  but  the  Indians  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  it,  and  if  thtjut 
drawn  from  their  present  position,  they  will  certainly  go  there.    I  hare 
good  authority,  upon  which  I  can  rely,  that  many  canoes,  with  women  and 
children,  and  some  men,  have  been  sent  there  some  time  ago,  and  if  the 
warriors  are  driven  there,  thoy  can  sustain  themselves  against  (our-tioxs 
their  number.     They  can  live  on  the  coonty  root,  which  abounds  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Florida  and  New  river,  and  the  great  abundance  of  ti 
and  turtle  which  abound  in  the  rivers  and  on  the  seacoast,  and  which  thf 
take  in  any  quantity  at  pleasure.     From  Cape  Sable  to  Cape  Florida,  inak 
of  Key  West  and  the  other  keys,  there  is  but  one  white  man  living  who 
has  ever  penetrated  it  and  passed  through,  and  it  is  there  the  Indians  hive 
their  hunting-grounds,  and  from  whence  they  can  retire  into  the  islaodiii 
the  everglades,  and  can  go  to  the  east  as  far,  and  even  beyond.  New  riWi 
and  to  Charlotte's  harbor  on  the  west.  Steamboats  of  light  draught  of  waiet 
having  small  boats  of  the  least  possible  draught,  are  the  only  means  by  wUok 
you  can  follow  the  Indians  in  their  canoes.    One  should  go  to  Capo  FU- 
da  and  proceed  east  to  Indian  river,  where  she  can  enter  and  go  op  to  Ai 
Lagoon,  and  the  St.  Sebastian  and  St.  Lucia  rivers.     Another  AM 
go  down  through  KeyBiscayne  bay  (where  the  light-hoose  is)  and  M 
Barnes's  sound,  and  pisuss  through  in  boats  to  Cape  Sable ;  and  anif 
should  go  throuj?h  from  Indian  Key  to  Cape  Sable,  and  proceed  akiDffi> 
coast  to  Cape  Koman  and  Charlotte's  harbor.     These  vesseb  and  h* 
should,  by  all  means,  get  pilots  at  Indian  Key.  and  the  ndghborhood^vb 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  navigation,  as  any  person  unaoquainied  willii' 
the  greatest  difficulty  to  get  along.    I  am  thus  f^ticular,  because  I  knf 
much  inconvenience  and  difficulty  will  occur  in  the  fitting  oot  an  o^ 
dition  to  go  on  aco^\i«(()  \\V\.\!&  known^  and  I  am  certain  that  if  tbe  b- 
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u  dians  once  get  down  there,  they  can  sustain  themselves  for  years  against 

s  a  superior  force,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  starve  them  out. 
r         I  very  much  hope  that  the  Government  will  see  the  necessity  of  destroy- 

>  ing  those  Spanish  fisheries,  and  of  prohibiting  their  vessels  from  carrying 

r  on  any  trade  on  the  coast.     I  tender  you  my  services  in  any  way  I  can  be 

-r  useful  in  any  expedition  which  may  be  sent  to  any  part  of  the  Territory. 

'  Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

1:  C.  FITZPATRICK. 

;        General  R.  K.  Call. 


Tallahassee,  April  20,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  from  General  Scott  a  copy  of  his  official  re- 
port of  the  12th  and  13th  instant,  made  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  (Jui- 
ced States  army. 

From  this  document,  it  is  evident  that  the  present  campaign  will  close 
without  terminating  the  war  with  the  Indians  in  Florida. 

The  General  expresses  the  opinion  that  '*the  war  on  our  part  is  in  fact 
8canu3ly  be^un." 

The  militia  from  the  several  States  will  in  a  few  weeks  be  disbanded, 
and  the  regular  troops  disposed  of  in  the  different  forts.  So  soon  as  this 
shall  occur,  the  frontier  of  this  territory,  for  a  distance  of  200  mijes,  will  be 
exposed  to  pillage  and  massacre  by  the  enemy,  who,  so  far  from  being  sub- 
dued by  our  numerous  forces,  have  been  rendered  more  bold  and  daring  by 
the  success  with  which  they  have  resisted  our  power. 

The  General  speaks  as  though  a  part  of  our  troops  may  be  sent  to  Baton 
Rouge,  at  the  close  of  the  present  campaign. 

I  hope,  sir,  this  measure  may  not  be  adopted,  as  I  am  well  convinced  that 
the  whole  regular  force  now  in  Florida  will  be  insufficient  to  defend  our 
frontier  during  the  summer. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  apprize  the  department  that  the  several  posts  at 
which  General  Scott  proposes  to  leave  garrisons  will  not  cover  the  frontier 
settlements,  and  that  a  large  and  valuable  district  of  country  will  be  left  en- 
tirely defenceless. 

Fort  Drane  is  the  most  western  point  at  which  he  proposes  to  place  a 

Errison  ;  from  thence  to  St.  Mark's  is  near  200  miles  ;  and  the  whole  sea- 
ard  from  Tampa  Bay  to  St.  Mark's,  extending  back  in  the  interior  to  the 
distance  of  from  50  to  100  miles,  is  an  entire  wilderness  without  inhabitants. 
Through  this  route  the  enemy  may  penetrate  within  twenty  miles  of  this 
jriace.  without  being  discovered,  or  may  plunder  and  destroy  the  settlements 
•loDg  the  whole  border,  from  Fort  Drane  to  this  place. 

Ac  the  commencement  of  the  war,  on  my  own  responsibility  I  established 
tvo  small  posts  on  the  Suwanee  river ;  these  have  been  kept  up  and  are  still 

Errisoned  by  the  militia  of  the  territory.  The  security  of  the  frontier  of 
iddle  Florida  requires  that  they  should  be  maintained  so  long  as  the  In- 
dian war  continues.  If  r^ular  troops  cannot  be  furnished  for  this  purpose, 
it  most  be  done  by  the  militia.  So  confident  I  am,  sir,  the  frontier  will 
be  harassed  by  the  enemy  during  the  whole  of  the  summer,  that  I  feel  it  my 
dut^  to  apprize  you  of  the  danger,  and  to  ask  for  the  necessary  means  of 
SlTing  it  protection. 
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I  propose  to  organize  volunteer  companies  along  the  whole  line  of  fron- 
tier, to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  nt  a  moment's  warning  to  any  point 
which  may  be  assailed.  But  we  ure  without  arms,  nmmnnilion,  and  the 
means  of  supplying  provisions.  The  greater  part  of  the  arms  received  by 
my  predecessor  from  the  arsenal  at  Augusta,  were  delivered  to  the  Georgia 
troops,  and  will  not  be  returned  to  this  place. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  I  may,  should  it  be  necessary,  be  aa- 
thorized  to  obtain  from  the  arsenal  in  Alabama  or  Louisiana  a  snfficieoi 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  funds  to 
supply  provisions  and  transportation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

^Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee^  AprU  22, 1836. 
Sir  :  The  several  expeditions  fitted  out  in  Florida  to  operate  ai^fainst  the 
hostile  Indians  have  caused  the  accumulation  of  a  considerable  debt  agaiasi 
the  Government,  both  in  the  Pay  and  Quartermaster's  Departments.  ibtTt 
to  request  that  the  necessary  funds  may  be  provided  for  their  payment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  Wan 


Tallahassee,  April  28,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  re- 
ceived from  the  colonel  commanding  the  militia  of  Alachua  county ;  from 
which  it  will  appear  that,  while  our  troops  are  marching  and  counter- 
marching in  the  enemy's  country,  we  are  invaded  by  the  same  enemy. 

Only  a  few  days  since,  a  body  of  400  well  equipped  and  well-mounted 
men  from  Georgia,  furnished  on  the  requisition  of  General  Scott,  after 
marching  to  the  depot  on  Black  Creek,  in  Florida,  without  being  sent 
on  any  service  whatever,  (as  1  am  informed,)  were  disbanded  and  ordered 
home. 

The  Florida  volunteers,  a  well-organized  and  efficient  battalion  of  309 
men,  were  disbanded  one  month  before  their  term  of  service  expired ;  and 
the  day  after  their  arrival  here,  I  received  an  express  informing  me  ttit 
the  Indians  had  reappeared  in  considerable  numbers,  and  weie  oommittiD| 
depredations  on  our  frontier  settlements.  It  is  evident  that  the  enemy,  Hh 
stead  of  retreating  to  the  south  before  the  several  divisions  of  Gcoenl 


Scou's  army,  merely  evaded  them,  and  remained  in  their  rear,  ready  Id  allMk 
the  frontier  so  soon  as  it  should  be  left  nnprotected.  Many  of  tkir 
warriors  are  already  well  nxHinted ;  and  from  their  saccen  in  capdrnm 
horses,  as  well  from  the  army  as  from  our  citixens,  they  will  be  enabMift 
a  short  time  to  mount  a  formidable  band. 

I  have  had  no  conmiunication  from  General  Scott  aiaee  he  mucM 
irom  Tampa  Ba7\  but  there  is  no  hope  of  bis  bringing  the  Urar  to  a  don 
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'Willi  the  forces  now  in  the  field.  I  understand  he  does  not  intend  making 
another  campaign  until  the  fall.  In  the  mean  time,  our  frontier  will  te 
continually  exposed  to  the  tomahawk  and  scalping^knife,  and  the  safety  of 
our  people  requires  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  measures  for  their  protec- 
tion. Mounted  men  alone  will  be  effective  in  the  performance  of  this  duty; 
and  our  citizens  and  their  horses  have  both  been  so  much  harassed  with 
the  war^  that  it  will  be  a  very  difficult  matter  indeed  to  procure  any  con- 
siderable number  ot  cither  during  the  summer.  The  line  of  frontier  to  be 
■  defended  will  be  near  three  hundred  miles  in  extent,  and  will  require  at 
least  500  horsemen  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check.  I  have  ordered  out  one 
hundred  from  the  counties  of  Alachua  and  Duval ;  other  companies  shall 
be  ori^anized  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment^  warning.  The  people  of  Alachua,  you  will  perceive  from  the 
enclosed  letter,  have  been  compelled  to  seek  protection  in  the  forts.  They 
will  not  be  able  to  return  to  their  homes  during  the  summer,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  compelled  to  supply  them  with  subsistence.  In  this  state 
of  things,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  women  and  children  sbould 
be  removed  to  some  place  «f  safety,  where  they  can  be  more  conveniently 
subsisted  than  at  the  little  forts  on  the  frontier.  When  this  is  done,  the 
men  will  more  willingly  engage  in  the  service. 

In  my  last,  I  mentioned  that  there  were  lai^  claims  against  the  Pay  and 
Quartermaster's  Departments,  which  remain  unsatisfied.  None  of  our  troops 
fiave  been  paid  for  their  services;  and  many  of  our  citizens  have  furnished 
supplies,  for  which  they  have  received  no  compensation. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  necessary  funds  for  that  purpose  laay  be  for- 
warded without  delay, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K,  CALL. 

Ifen,  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  9/  War. 


Documenl  mferred  to  in   Governor  tJaWs  letter  of  April  2S,  1836,  ad- 
dressed to  the  honorable  Lewis  Cass. 

Newnansville,  E.  p.,  April  25,  1836. 

Dear  Sir:  Intelligence  has  reached  me  from  below,  that  General  Scott 
has  retired  with  his  army  to  Volusia.  The  volunteers  are  discharged,  and 
our  frontier  will  be  left  in  a  more  dangerous  condition  than  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war. 

The  Indians  have,  within  a  few  days  past,  spread  themselves  over  the 
eountry,  committing  depredations  upon  the  properly  of  our  citiasens.  They 
have  shot  a  man  at  Micanopy;  have  carried  off  17  or  18  horses  from  Fort 
Drane,under  the  eyes  of  the  garrison;  have  taken  four  of  Colonel  Humphrey's 
and  two  ol  General  Clinch's  negroes.  Fresh  Indian  signs  are  seen  daily  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Spring  Grove,  Micanopy,  and  other  parts  of  the  fron- 
tier, which  indicate  a  large  body  of  Indians  dispersed  in  various  quarters. 

The  regular  troops  who  will  remain  in  the  country  are  considered  in- 
adequate for  its  protection.  The  inhabitants  below  have  fled  to  the  forts 
again,  and  some  are  removing  to  places  more  remote  from  danger.  In 
fiust|  onlass  you  authorisce  the  raising  of  a  company  of  men  to  protect  our 
frontier,  Che  country  will|  in  all  probability,  be  abandoned ;  for  our  citizens 
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feel  very  little  security  in  committiDg  their  families  and  property  to  (be 
protection  of  the  regular  troops. 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  feel  it  njy  duty  to  request  that  you  authorize 
the  raising  of  one  hundred  men  from  East  Florida,  for  the  protection  of 
our  frontier. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

F.  R.  SANCHEZ, 
Col,  Comig.  6fh  Regiment  P.  M. 
Governor  R.  K.  Calu 


TiLLAHJsffEE,  April  30, 1838. 

Sir  :  Major  Watson,  the  volunteer  aid  decamp  of  General  Seott,  arrived 
here  last  night,  and  reports  that  he  left  the  General  at  the  batde-|i:ronnd  of 
Major  Dade ;  that  he  was  ordered  by  the  General  lo  proceed  to  Fort  King 
and  Fort  Drane,  and  disband  such  of  the  Georgia  militia  as  he  miffht  find 
at  those  places.  He  says  that  Colonel  Lindsey  had  been  ordered  oack  to 
Tampa  Bay  with  the  Alabama  troops,  where  they  would  embark  irome- 
diately  for  Mobile  ;  and  that  General  Scott  was  to  proceed  directly  lo  Volu- 
aia,  from  whence  the  South  Carolina  troops  would  be  ordered  home.  Gen- 
eral Scott,  he  reports,  would  proceed  to  St.  Aujgustine,  where  be  would 
await  the  further  orders  of  the  department.  Major  Watson  fully  confinw 
the  intelligence  I  communicated  to  yon  in  my  last,  relative  to  the  exposed 
and  distressed  condition  of  the  frontier  settlements )  and  yon  may  rely  with 
confidence  on  the  most  disastrous  results,  unless  prompt  and  efficient  mci»' 
ures  of  defence  are  adopted. 

T  am  well  convinced  that  it  will  require  almost  as  many  men  to  protect 
our  frontier  as  it  would  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  conntry^  If  the 
means  are  afforded  me  by  the  Government,  I  will  undertake  to  carry  on  a 
summer  campaign  against  the  Indians.  The  women  and  negroes  are  tvh 
gaged  in  making  corn  while  their  warriors  are  desolating  onr  frontier.  If 
we  can  succeed  in  capturing  them,  the  war  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  close. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  Lewis  Casst, 

Secretary  of  War. 


TALLAfiAsse£,  May  4, 1836. 
Sir  :  The  opinion  I  have  so  frequently  expressed,  ia  mj  seveiml  conr 
munications,  relative  to  the  danger  to  which  onr  frontier  setllenMOls  ue 
exposed,  is  now  fully  confirmed.  Two  expressea have  arrived  to  day,  briag- 
ing  intelligence  that  an  attack  was  made  by  the  Indians  last  night  on  tte 
plantation  of  Judge  Randall,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  this  place.  A 
negro  man  was  killed  and  ^alped,  and  two  horses  and  a  BM»ie  tkken  aid 
carried  off.  I  have  ordered  a  party  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  Uit  aa  yet  b» 
intelligence  has  been  received  nrom  it.  I  shall  immediately  •rsaniae  a  Cmcs 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier ;  but  I  have  again  to  request,  sir,  that  I  vatf 
be  furnished  with  men,  arms,  and  supplies  to  carry  the  war  iasM  the  eat- 
my's  country.  I  assure  you,  sir,  there  is  no  hope  of  a  sospenakNi  ei  ibi 
war  during  the  summer;  it  will  be  waged  by  the  ansmy  witb  lA  iia  htf' 
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roTs,  and,  if  it  be  not  carried  into  the  enemy's  country,  ours  will  be  desolat- 
«d  with  fire  and  sword. 

There  are  no  settlements  for  the  distance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
from  the  seaboard  alon;?  the  whole  coast  from  St.  Mark's  to  the  Bay  of 
Tampa.  The  intermediate  space  is  a  continued  wilderness,  and  the  In- 
dians can  approach  within  five  miles  of  this  place  without  being  discovered. 
If  there  is  not  a  formidable  force  in  the  field,  I  have  no  doubt  but  Talla- 
hassee tmd  St.  Mark's  will  be  attacked  during  the  summer. 

The  greater  part  of  the  regular  force  under  General  Scott,  I  understand, 
tias  been  sent  to  Tatnpa  Bay,  where  it  can  be  of  no  service  whatever  in 
<lefen.lin2f  the  frontier.  Ail  the  settlements  in  that  neighborhood  having 
been  entirely  destroyed,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  keepmg  at  Tampa  Bay 
more  men  than  wiH  be  necessary  to  defend  that  post.  The  residue  should 
be  stationed  on  the  Suwanee  river  and  at  FortDrane,  and  some  command- 
in?  position  between  those  places,  until  another  campaign  is  commenced. 
Tfie  two  cutters,  the  Dallas  and  the  Dexter,  which  were  placed  subject  to 
the  orders  of  General  Scott,  and  intended,  as  I  have  been  informed,  to  cut 
•off  the  communication  between  the  Spanish  traders  from  the  island  of  Cuba 
and  the  Indians,  have  been  ordered  to  their  stations  on  the  coast  of  Alabama 
and  Louisiana,  leaving  the  peninsula  of  Florida  entirely  exposed  to  the 
vinitatiocis  of  any  vessels  which  may  be  inclined  to  carry  articles  to  the 
Indians  and  take  off  negroes  to  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  keeping  continually  on  the  coast 
armed  vessels  of  some  description,  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
Indians  and  these  who  may  be  disposed  to  relieve  their  necessities  by  carry- 
ing on  a  traffic  with  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  May  6,  J836. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you,  herewith,  copies  of  several  letters  relative  to  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country,  from  which  you  will  perceive  the  many  embarrassments 
to  which  we  are  exposed.  I  wrote  you  by  the  last  mail,  informing  you 
of  the  attack  made  by  the  Indians  on  the  plantation  of  Judge  Randall 
This  morning  the  Indians  were  seen  in  the  same  neighborhood.  They 
fired  on  two  men,  and  wounded  one  of  them  very  severely.  The  party 
1  sent  in  pursuit  were  misdirected  on  their  route,  and  did  not  fall  in  with 
them.  1  have  ordered  an  additional  force  into  the  field,  and  hope  soon  to 
relieve  the  settlement  from  the  intrusion. 

I  assure  you,  sir,  the  country  is  in  the  most  distressed  condition  and, 
'Unless  we  are  promptly  aided  by  the  Government,  a  large  portion  of  it  will 
tie  laid  waste  I  wrote  to  you  some  three  weeks  since  for  authority  to 
draw  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  arsenals  of  Louisiana  and  Alabama. 
I  have  now  determined  to  send  a  vessel  to  Tampa  Hay  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  temporary  supply.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  also  of  requesting 
the  commanding  officer  at  that  place  to  send  such  portion  of  his  command 
as  can  be  spared  from  the  defence  of  that  post.  I  have  ordered  160  horse- 
men inlo  service,  for  the  defence  of  Middle  Florida ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
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ment  does  not  aid  us  in  carrying  on  the  war  durinjET  tbe  scrmmer,  the 
greater  part  of  oiir  population  must  be  under  arras,  or  the  country  will  be 
abandoned.  Under  the  present  syfteno,  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
will  be  snugly  disposed  of  in  the  fortifications,  while  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory will  be  struggling  with  the  enemy  in  the  field.  This,  I  am  sure, 
cannot  be  the  intention  of  the  Government,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  informed 
of  the  adoption  of  measures  which  will  bring  this  savage  war  to  a  close. 
Unless  something  decisive  is  done  before  the  commencenaent  of  our  sickly 
season,  a  large  portion  of  the  country  will  be  overran  by  the  enemy. 

A  part  of  the  documents  enclosed  relate  to  a  subject  on  which  I  feel  the 
deepest  concern.  A  blockhouse  was  built  on  the  Withlacoochie  river,  and 
foity  men  of  the  Territory  left  there  as  a  garrison.  I'he  measure  was  a 
jnost  injudicious  one ;  and  if  the  men  have  not  already  perished,  their 
situation  is  perilous  in  the  extreme. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  letter  of  Generrl  Clinch,  and  the  proceediacs 
of  the  council  of  war  held  at  Fort  Drane,  that  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to 
send  a  force  to  their  relief,  although  the  distance  was  not  more  than  thirty* 
five  or  forty  miles.  Having  been  disappointed  in  procuring  the  boat  which  I 
relied  on  to  be  sent  on  this  service,  in  the  event  of  my  r€K]uest  not  beineeoio- 
plied  with,  as  a  last  resort  I  have  sent  to  the  Appalachicola  for  a  steamboM 
to  go  on  this  expedition.  If  I  succeed  in  getting:  one,  I  witl  force  tbe  enter- 
prise up  the  river,  and  relieve  the  garrison  of  the  blockhouse,  if  it  has  not 
already  been  destroyed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Copies  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  R,  K^  Call,,  of  May  6, 
1836,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Leiois  Cass. 

HcAuauARTERs,  1 2th  Re6.  Flor.  Militiat 
Charles  Ferry,  AprU  16,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  take  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  announcing  to  your  excellency 
the  safe  return  of  my  men  and  boat  from  the  shores  of  the  Withlacoochie. 
1  was  ordered  by  General  Scott,  on  the  25th  of  March,  to  transport,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  from  750  to  1,000  bushels  of  corn  to  his  army. 

Agreeably  to  his  order,  I  prepared  two  boats,  witti  sufficient  bulwarks  to 
withstand  any  thing  like  small  arms,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  3tHh,  set 
sail  for  the  motuh  of  the  river.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  embarrasi- 
ments  on  the  mud  flats  of  the  Yncassa,  our  voyage  was  aitos^her  a 
pleasant  and  an  expeditious  one.  On  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  river,  my 
adjutant  and  myself  took  our  seats  on  deck,  where  we  could  make  otisem- 
tions.  We  saw  some  fresh  Indian  tracks  on  the  sand-banks.  On  arriviiy 
at  Captain  Graham's  old  blockhouse,  then  about  half-hour  by  sun,  I  ordered 
anchors  to  be  cast,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  had  erected  a  sobstao* 
tial  blockhouse— such  a  one  as  wonld  have  secured  us  agaiost  Oceola  and 
his  tribe.  My  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  were  to  fire  a 
volley  of  muskets  on  entering  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  every  suceessive 
morning  at  nm^  Q?e\oc;^)\ktA\l  I  ^o^s  tes^nded  to  by  the  right  wing  of  tte 
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t    aimy,  and,  in  case  of  no  response  by  the  3d  or  4th  of  April,  I  would  re- 
7     Curn  to  my  station. 

Ii        Accordingly  I  waited  until  the  4lh,  and,  having  heard  nothing  from  the 

w    army,  set  sail  from  my  station,  leaving  Captain  Halioman  and  company, 

Ii    at  their  earnest  request,  in  charge  of  blockhouse  and  provisions,  knowing, 

Hi    as  well  as  I  could  know  any  thing  in  future,  that  the  provisions  would  be 

V    wanted,  and  wanted  there.     From  the  innumerable  fastnesses  on  that  river, 

yi    the  Indians  will  resort  to  it  from  time  to  time  during  the  war.    An  Indian 

K    dog  was  shot  by  one  of  the  sentinels  the  day  l)efore  I  left.     The  establish- 

!'     meet  of  a  post  there  will  be  of  great  service  in  protecting  the  property  of 

the  frontier,  and  preventing  the  Indians  from  driving  stock,  and  cutting 

off  every  thing  like  communication  by  boats  between  the  Onthicoochy  and 

Yacassa  neighborhood. 

The  Indians,  I  am  informed,  are  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  Yacassa 
neighborhood,  and  butchering  beef,  drying  it,  and  carrying  it  up  the  With- 
lacoochie  in  their  canoes.  My  health  for  the  last  month  has  been  gradually 
declining.  I  am  now  but  a  walking  skeleton,  with  a  chronic  cough,  and 
chill  and  fever.  My  prayer  to  your  excellency  is,  to  permit  me  to  resign 
my  command.  Mine  is  really  a  case  of  life  and  death.  If  I  remain  in 
service,  I  shall  certainly  lose  my  life.  By  retiring  to  some  healthier  climate, 
with  good  nursing,  I  mny  regain  my  health.  If  you  think  with  me  that 
the  war  will  not  terminate  before  next  spring,  and  prefer  giving  me  a  fur- 
loi]£rh  until  the  1st  of  next  October,  it  would  suit  me  much  better,  for  I 
wish  to  see  tlie  close  of  it.  I  have  shown  every  disposition  to  stand  by  my 
bleeding  country  while  I  had  strength  to  sustain  me  ;  but  my  powers  are 
now  gone.  It  is  four  months  and  a  half  since  1  have  been  in  active  ser- 
vice all  the  time,  except  a  few  weeks  in  Tallahassee.  Permit  me,  in  retir- 
ing  from  olfice,  to  recon)mend  my  adjutant,  J.  McOants,  as  my  successor. 
He  is  a  good  tactician,  and,  I  think,  a  brave  man,  and  possesses  every  other 
qualification  necessary  to  the  making  an  accomplished  officer. 
I  am,  respectfully, 


His  Excellency  R.  IC  (Uall. 


JNO.  McLEMORE, 
Major  I2th  RegL  Florida  Militia, 


Tallahassee,  April  2(),  1836. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  since  I  received  a  communication  from  Major  McliC- 
more,  stationed  on  the  Snwanee  frontier,  infonping  me  that,  under  orders 
from  General  Scott,  he  had  ascended  the  Withlacoochie,  and  erected  a 
blockhouse  on  the  south  bank,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  above  its  mouth, 
and  that  he  had  left  a  gairison  of  forty  men  in  the  blockhouse  and  a  large 
quantity  of  corn  and  pickled  beef.  Tliis  morning  at  daylight  Major  Read, 
of  the  Florida  battalion,  arrived  at  this  place  from  the  mouth  of  the  Withla- 
coocliie,  bringing  the  intellis:ence  that  he  discovered,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  one-half  of  a  large  flat-lioat,  which  had  been  cut  in  two  apparently 
with  a  dull  axe  and  by  an  unpractised  hand.  His  description  corresponds 
with  that  given  of  the  boat  left  at  the  blockhouse  by  Major  McLemore,  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  blockhouse  has  been  taken  and  the 
garrison  massacred  by  the  Indians.  Major  Read  reports  that  he  saw  a 
Dumber  of  fires  extending  along  the  coast  as  far  west  as  the  Yacassa  bay, 
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and  he  has  no  doubt  of  there  being  a  large  body  of  Indians  in  that  qnarter. 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  this  intelligence  to  you,  and  to 
suggest  the  propriety  .of  sendint^  a  force  to  the  blockhouse  to  ascer- 
tain the  fate  of  the  garrison,  and  if  they  are  still  safe  to  bring  them  off,  oa- 
less  it  should  be  deemed  more  exj^edient  by  the  commanding  officer  to  con- 
tinue the  force  at  that  place.  The  detachment  sent  on  this  service  should  be 
strong  enough  to  meet  a  considerable  force,  as  I  have  do  doubt  of  thers 
being  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  in  that  neighborhood.  The  Uockhoose 
cannot  be  more  than  thirty-five  or  forty  miles  from  Fort  Drane.  But  shookl 
it  be  impracticable  for  you  to  send  a  sufficient  force  by  land  to  asoertaia 
their  fate,  I  have  ordered  a  fortified  boat  to  be  in  readiness  at  Suwanee  OM* 
town,  to  proceed,  with  a  part  of  the  men  at  that  place,  to  the  relief  of  the 
garrison,  and  to  transport  it  back  to  the  Old-town,  unless  the  coruroandio^ 
general  shall  otherwise  direct.  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  send  ao 
express  to  Major  McCants,  commandins:  at  the  Old  town,  and  inform  bia 
whether  troops  have  been  sent  by  land  to  the  relief  of  the  blockhouse,  or 
whether  the  boat  which  will  be  in  readiness  shall  be  sent  on  that  service. 
Mojor  Read  was  not  apprized  that  there  was  a  blockhouse  and  garrison  oa 
the  Withlacoochie  until  his  arrival  at  St.  Mark's  and  the  disbanding  of  bii 
command. 

The  report  of  his  examination  at  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie  will  be 
made  to  you  in  a  few  days. 

It  is  reported,  on  good  authority,  that  the  Creek  Indians  have  manifested 
a  restless  disposition,  and  some  apprehension  is  expressed  of  approachiog 
hostilities  with  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 

General  Scott, 

Or  the  cofnmandivg  officer  at  Fort  Drane. 


HEADaUARTERS,  RIGHT  WING,  FLORIDA  ARMY, 

Fort  Drane,  April  29,  1836. 
At  a  council  convened  this  evening  to  consider  a  proposition  submitted 
by  the  brigadier  general  commanding,  were  present — 

Brigadier  General  Clinch, 
Lieut.  Col.  Bimkhead,  4tt^artillery,   Major  Cooper,  Georgia  voluBteeis, 
Captain  Thruston,  '     Captain  Lendram,  'SA  artillery, 

Captain  Lee,  3d  artillery,  Captain  Wharton,  ist  dragoons, 

Captain  Tcmpkins,  1st  artillery,       Captain  Seymour,  Georgia  vols. 
Capt.  Foster,  Georgia  volunteers,      Captain  Brown,  Georgia  voluoteeiL 

The  question  proposed  was  on  information  furnished  by  a  letter  fron 
Governor  Call,  that  a  detachment  of  Florida  militia  had  ascended  tiie  With- 
lacoochie river  nme  miles  above  its  mouth  on  the  2d  of  April,  aider  Bfajtf 
McLenK>re,  and,  after  constructing  a  blockhouse,  had  left  there  forty  ineo^ 
with  several  hundred  bushels  of  corn  and  a  large  supply  of  salted  bnf; 
that  Major  Read,  on  his  arrival  at  Tallahassee  on  the  26th  of  April  from 
Tampa  Bay,  had  reported  that,  in  passing  the  mouth  of  the  Withlaceodiie^ 
he  had  discovered  u.  botil  cut  \ci  two^  which  he  had  reason  to  believe,  boa 
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the  description  of  the  boat  left  with  the  detachment,  to  be  the  same.  Gov- 
ernor Call  su^sts,  in  his  letter  to  the  commanding  general,  the  propriety 
of  sending  a  force  from  this  place  to  the  blockhouse,  to  learn  the  fate  of  the 

Srrison ;  stating,  also,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  that  he  had  directed  a 
^ce  to  go  from  Suwanee  Old-town  in  a  fortified  boat  (the  force  to  be  sup- 
plied by  a  part  of  Major  McCants's  command  there)  to  the  relief  of  the  de- 
tachment. 

The  question  submitted  was  on  this  information ;  and  it  was  decided 
inanimously  that  a  force  adequate  to  the  purpose  could  not  be  marched 
[rom  this  post.  Not  more  than  three  hundred  men  could  be  raised  at  alt 
mpable  of  inarching ;  that  the  physical  ability  of  these  is  questionable,  the 
Hrhole  being  just  returned  from  a  most  fatiguing  and  harassing  campaign,  in 
%  state  too  enfeebled  by  exposure,  hard  marching,  and  sickness,  to  undertake  a 
new  expedition  of  one  hundred  miles;  that,  admitting  them  to  be  capable 
io  other  respects,  they  are  not  in  sufficient  number  to  enter  the  heart  of  the 
memy's  country.  There  being  no  other  troops  now  operating  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, they  must  expect  to  encounter  the  whole  strength  of  the  enemy, 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  competent  to  resist  successfully  the  at- 
tempt of  a  much  larger  force  to  cross  the  Withlacoochie.  The  blockhouse 
is  on  the  opposite  side.  The  effort  to  be  made  from  the  force  here  would 
leave  this  frontier  entirely  exposed. 

C.  M.  THRUSTON, 
Captain^  acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADaUARTERS,  RiGHT  WiNG,  FLORIDA  ArMT. 

Sir:  I  have  only  a  moment  to  inform  you  that  the  force  at  this  post 
»  deemed  insuflicient,  in  its  present  state,  to  give  the  proper  succor  to  the 
detachment  left  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Withlacoochie,  which  I  deeply 
rejerret.  Your  letter  on  that  subject  has  been  forwarded  to  Major  Greneral 
Scott,  now  at  Picolata,  and  a  copy  to  Major  McCants,  commanding  on  the 
Suwanee.  I  have  urged  Major  General  Scott  to  call  into  the  service  of 
^be  United  States,  for  the  term  of  six  months,  if  practicable,  at  least  200 
""lounted  men  of  the  country.  The  regular  force  in  the  country  is  not 
Efficient  to  give  the  necessary  protection  to  the  inhabitants ;  and,  unless 
^me  effort  is  made,  this  section  of  Florida  will  be  laid  waste. 

In  much  haste,  I  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

D.  L.  CLINCH, 
Brig.  General  U.  S,  Army. 

His  Excellency  Governor  R.  K.  Call. 


Syner's,  May  2,  1836. 
Sir  :  We  did  not  proceed  more  than  five  miles  on  our  scout  this  mom- 
^^  before  we  came  upon  fresh  signs  of  Indians ;  after  going  a  little  farther, 
^e  found  the  camp  which  they  had  just  left ;  there  appeared  to  be  about 
^0  or  40  Indians.  Hoping,  however,  that  I  might  be  able  to  fight  my  eight 
^D  against  the  number,  I  pushed  forward  for  seven  or  eight  miles  farther, 
•^hen  we  came  in  view  of  the  Indian  cow  pen,  containing  250  or  300  head 
f  cattle.    1  prepared  my  men  for  attack,  and  advanced  m\hm^!QOvs\SfiS^ 
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yards,  when  the  Indians  showed  front  to  the  number  of  30  or  40.  Havint 
eirery  reason  to  suppose  an  ambuscade  between  us,  I  then  called  a  counci 
of  war,  which  resulted  in  an  abandonment  of  all  hope  of  being  able  to 
effect  any  thing  by  an  attack  They  had  about  15  or  20  horsemen,  whd 
drove  about  the  cattle,  and  hurried  them  off  with  great  speed.  Deeply 
mortifying  as  it  was,  I  had  to  withdraw  my  little  company,  whom  I  could 
not  ficrht  against  si)c  or  seven  times  their  force,  having,  at  the  same  time, 
the  advantage  of  an  ambuscade.  If  I  had  had  a  competent  force,  I  coold 
not  only  have  deprived  them  of  their  caule,  but  could  no  doubt  have  gifca 
you  a  good  account  of  the  enemy.  I  had  not  only  an  inferior  force,  bat 
my  men  were  badly  armed,  having  no  pistols  or  sabres.  My  dear  sir,  if 
you  will  only  give  me  men,  I  can  keep  the  Indians  in  check  on  this  froo- 
tier ;  but,  at  present,  what  can  I  do?  I  cannot  express  the  deep  mortifici- 
tion  I  feel  at  not  being  able  to  fight  those  fellows  today  ;  but  I  could  do 
nothing  but  sacrifice  my  men.  I  found,  also,  at  Gombulin's,  and  ocher 
places  down  there,  a  large  quantity  of  corn  and  potatoes,  which  1  am  wholly 
unable  to  remove.  Syner's  property  is  valuable  to  the  couutry,  and  is  nov 
entirely  exposed.  The  Indians  will  continue  to  gather  cattle  from  thif 
neighborhood,  without  my  being  able  to  prevent  it.  Send  me  but  50  men— 
I  can  mount  10  or  15  more ;  and  this  force,  though  small,  will  certaioir 
do  something.  Bell's  boat  has  not  yet  arrived;  as  soon  as  it  does,  I  wiU 
embark  in  the  expedition  to  relieve  Captain  Halloman. 

This  station  is  an  important  one,  and  I  would  pledge  myself  to  keep  the 
frontier  defended,  with  proper  and  adequate  means.  Surely  there  is  patriot- 
ism enough  in  Middle  Florida  to  assist  in  flogging  these  scoundrels.  I 
was  accompanied  by  Captain  Townsend  and  Sergeant  major  Sears,  wb 
composed  two  of  the  eight. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

J.  McCANTS,  Major, 
Commanding  at  Suwanee  Oldtomn. 

Governor  R.  K.  Call. 


Tallahassee,  May  8,  1S36. 

Sir:  I  am  yet  without  an  answer  to  any  of  the  several  letters  I  hifi 
written  relative  to  the  situation  of  this  country,  and  our  condition  becooiei 
more  and  more  embarrassing  every  doy.  Last  night  a  sentinel  was  fired 
on  at  St.  Mark's  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  this  morning  a  number  d 
tracks  were  seen  at  the  place.  I  have  sent  a  detachment  of  horse  in  par- 
suit,  and  hope  they  may  be  overtaken.  Outrages  are  now  almost  daily  coo* 
mitted  along  our  whole  line  of  frontier.  I  am  not  advised  of  any  measures 
having  bfeen  taken  by  the  oflicers  of  the  United  States  army  for  our  defeoa 
and  our  sparse  population  must  be  brought  into  the  field,  or  the  counirf 
abandoned.  1  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  learn  what  measures  will  h 
adopted  by  the  Government,  and  hope  soon  to  hear  from  you  on  thai  ^ 
ject.  The  country  is  already  greatly  harassed ;  and,  if  we  are  not  aidedtf 
the  Government,  the  consequences  may  be  fatal. 

Very  respectfully,  ymirs, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 
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Tallahassee,  May  10, 1836. 
liR  :  I  enclose  you,  herewith,  copies  of  two  letters  received  by  express 
Q  East  Florida,  from  which  yon  will  perceive  that  the  people  on  thai 
itier  are  not  only  in  the  highest  state  of  excitement  and  alarm,  bnt  in 
most  imminent  peril.  In  a  sparse  population  like  ours,  scattered  over  a 
:  extent  of  country,  with  a  fierce  and  savage  enemy  on  our  borders,  the 
ins  of  self  defence  cannot  be  expected ;  and  you  must  be  aware,  from  the 
lit,  that  the  measures  heretofore  adopted  are  entirely  insufficient. 

obtain  no  information  from  the  oflicers  of  the  Government  charged 
1  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  The  only  letter  I  have  received  from  any 
hem,  since  I  came  into  office,  was  one  written  in  reply  to  one  from 

a  copy  of  which  1  enclosed  you  a  few  days  since.  Our  citizens  are 
ightered  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  posts ;  and  the  only  intelli- 
«e  I  receive  of  their  sufferings  is  from  the  survivors,  who  escape  to  the 
^rior.  I  should  feel  no  disposition  to  inquire  into  the  mode  of  defence, 
t  proved  successful ;  but  while  the  country  is  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
I  IS  threatened  with  desolation,  I  must  be  permitted  to  speak  plainly,  sir, 
I  ask  what  measures  are  proposed  for  our  defence.  If  I  had  the  means, 
lould  not  ask  assistance,  but  would  carry  the  war  at  once  into  the  enemy's 
intry.  Our  people  have  been  greatly  harassed  by  the  war,  and  the  re- 
rces  of  many  are  entirely  exhausted.  Their  personal  services,  their 
visions,  and  their  horses,  were  freely  given  lor  the  public  use ;  but  they 
^e  as  yet  received  no  remuneration  whatever.  The  predatory  bands  of 
enemy  are  still  prowling  in  our  neighborhood.  Several  detachments  of 
se  are  still  in  pursuit;  but,  from  the  dense  hammocks  in  which  they 
'cte  themselves,  every  pursuit  hns  been  unsuccessful.     The  night  before 

a  house  was  burnt  by  the  Indians  within  twenty  miles  of  this  place, 

within  two  or  three  miles  of  where  there  were  different  detachments 
pursuit  of  them.  I  shall  still  persevere,  however,  and  hope  yet  to  over- 
d  and  destroy  them.  This,  however,  if  successful,  will  produce  only 
porary  relief;  for  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  overrunning  our 
niry,  if  they  press  forward  immediately.  The  enemy  can  bring  1,000 
riors  on  our  frontier  whenever  they  think  proper ;  and  the  only  success* 
mode  of  defence  is  to  invade  their  country,  and  keep  them  engaged  at 
ie. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servantf 

R.  K.  CALL. 
ton.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


TALLAHAdSEB,  May  12,  1836. 

XR :  The  copies  of  letters  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last  were  accident- 

ornitted  ;  they  are  herewith  enclosed, 
^i)  yesterday  a  lad  was  shot  and  scalped  by  the  Indians  while  plough- 
in  the  field  within  twenty  miles  of  this  place.  I  have  yet  received  no 
^ers  to  the  many  letters  I  have  addressed  you  relative  to  the  situation 
^is  country.  I  hope,  sir,  measures  will  be  promptly  taken  to  pay  up  the 
tmnds  against  the  Government,  and  to  provide  for  our  defence. 
mm.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Lon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


two  hundred  or  two  huudred  and  fifty  men  from  Middle 
provision  enousfh  in  the  countrj'  for  their  support,  and,  u 
ance  is  grantee]^  the  country  must  be  abandoned  entirel 
gulars  that  are  at  Camp  Kinff  and  Fort  Drane  afford  littl 
to  the  country.  The  people  have  abandoned  the  country 
be  provision  enough,  unless  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
Yours,  in  haste, 

COLTO 
U.  Col.  6M  I 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Newnansvillb,  Fort  Gillilane 
Dear  Sir:  Since  writing  to  you  the  other  day,  aeve: 
come  into  this  place,  and  state  that  every  family  is  leavin] 
ment.  I  will  try  to  get  as  many  to  stop  at  this  place  as  poi 
hear  from  you  ;  the  people  are  more  alarmed  than  1  ever 
If  I  can  rally  one  hundred  men  at  this  place,  I  will  leave 
women  and  children,  and  proceed  to  the  frontier  with  the 
deavor  to  maintain  my  ground  until  aid  can  reach  us.  The 
a  stand  at  this  place,  provided  speedy  relief  can  be  had ;  i 
break  from  the  country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTO] 
Li.  Col.  6/A  n 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


45  [  87S  1 

rhh  them,  and  I  presume  he  has  gone  to  Washington  to  have  them 
rted  by  Governor  Eaton,  given  after  >ie  was  out  of  office.    If  siich 
t>een  presented,  you  may  rest  assured  they  are  fraudulent,  and  thai 
.ud  can  be  detected  if  proper  inquiry  is  made. 
f  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  k:  call, 

I.  Lbwis  CaS9| 

Secretary  of  War. 


TALLAHAsni:,  May  12,  1836. 

DAAR  GfiNERAL !  I  have  Written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  almost  every 
iDce  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  relative  to  Uie  exposed  and 
laed  condition  of  our  frontier.  To  that  correspondence  I  beg  leave  to 
our  attention,  as  I  have  yet  received  no  answer  whatever  from  ihe 
>epartment.  The  last  campaign  was  a  total  failure,  and  resulted  only 
lausting  our  resources,  and  giving  additional  confidence  to  the  enemy* 
from  conquering  any  part  of  their  country,  our  settlements  have  re- 
before  the  invasion  of  the  savages,  who  are  now  undisputed  masters 
the  country  east  of  the  Suwanee,  beyond  the  reach  of  gunshot  from 
rts.  The  inhabitants  of  that  country  are  confined  to  the  little  stock- 
irhich  they  have  erected  in  the  different  neighborhoods,  and  are  fre- 
ly  destroyed  when  they  venture  out  in  pursuit  of  subsistence  for  their 
3S.  Having  desolated  that  part  of  the  country,  the  enemv  is  turning 
tention  to  this.  Marauding  bands  are  now  on  our  boraers,  divided 
nail  parties,  which  continue  to  harass  and  destroy  the  frontier  settle^ 
In  addition  to  the  outrages  which  t  have  already  reported  to  the 
ary  of  War,  yesterday  they  killed  and  scalped  a  lad  white  jdoughing 
field,  within  twenty  miles  of  this  place.  A  detachment  of  horse  ar- 
on  the  spot  very  soon  after,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  with  what  suc- 
le  pursuit  has  been  attended  ;  but,  hitherto,  they  have  evaded  every 
t|  owing  to  the  dense  hammocks  in  which  they  conceal  themselves* 
re  aware,  sir,  that  the  country  on  our  seaboard  is  low  and  swampy, 
)Cted  with  lagoons  and  marshes,  and  that  there  are  no  inhabitants 
than  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  from  the  coast ;  thus  presenting  an 
ivenue  for  the  approach  of  the  enemy  as  far  west  as  St.  Mark's,  and 
1  a  few  miles  of  this  place.  The  sparse  population  of  this  country, 
sted  and  harassed  as  it  already  is  by  the  war,  I  assure  you,  sir,  is 
y  incapable  of  self-defence,  unless  they  abandon  all  they  have,  and 
strate  at  such  points  as  may  be  defended.  The  nearest  post  to  this 
is  Fort  Drane,  a  distance  of  150  [miles],  and  the  garrison  is  unable  to 
the  enemy' from  the  immediate  [vicinity].  I  can  hear  of  no  measme 
;ed  for  our  defence  ;  and  1  assure  you.  sir,  if  something  is  not  promptly 
that  this  country  will  be  desolated  during  the  summer. 
Q  organizing  a  force,  such  as  we  are  able  to  raise ;  but  it  will  be  quite 
cient  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  any  length  of  tima  If  I  can,  by 
leans,  assemble  2,600  men,  I  will  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  a  short 
The  proper  way  of  defending  our  country  is  to  carry  the  war  into 
f  the  enemy. 
n,  dear  General,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

a.  K.  CALL. 
Mral  Jackmit. 


the  present  session. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 


a 


Copy  of  the  document  referred  to  in  the  [fitter  of  H.  K.  Call^ 
1836,  addressed  to  the  Hon,  Lewis  Cass. 

Nbwnansvills,  Ma 

Sir  :  Since  forwarding  the  express,  by  Mr.  Ellis,  I  avail  i 
opportunity  by  Major  Holmes,  of  Geutburg,  of  informing  you 
situation  in  which  we  are  placed.  I  have  had,  this  day,  an  a 
women  and  children  (only)  taken,  and  the  report  is  four  hum 
whom  have  fled  to  this  post  within  the  last  two  days  for  safi 
only  knows  how  many  more  of  those  unfortunate  people  ma 
all  below  this  have  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours  brokei 
their  homes  and  their  all  at  the  mercy  of  their  savage  enemy, 
have  concentrated  here  are  determined  to  make  a  stand,  and, 
to  the  last,  defend  their  post,  as  there  are  many  women  and 
are  destitute  of  the  means  of  gjetting  away  from  here,  and  uec 
polled  to  stay.  Notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  provisions  ii 
the  country,  and  the  destitute  means  which  the  United  States 
us  as  regards  hauling,  I  have  this  day  ordered  out  what'  few 
the  range  of  my  power,  to  bring  in  what  provisions  are  left  u 
of  the  country.  I  have,  also,  for  the  protection  and  safety  ol 
ants  thus  fled  to  me  for  protection,  ordered  an  extension  of  th 
the  erection  of  two  blockhouses,  as  also  a  storehouse,  within 
all  of  which  I  deem  necessary  for  their  safety.  Rations  have 
to  be  furnished  them,  which  will  continue  till  further  ndv 
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possible  we  can  be  fnrniehed  with  ammunition,  1  have  not  the  least  doubt  of 
being  able  to  defend  this  part  of  Alachua.  I  will,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
send  out  a  mounted  force  ot  forty  or  fifty  men  to  scour  the  frontier,  and,  on 
their  return,  drive  all  cattle  which  they  may  fall  in  with  to  this  place ; 
which  cattle  I  shall  have  driven  to  the  north  of  Santa  Fe,  which  may  be  of 
usehere  after  to  any  troops  who  may  be  sent  to  our  relief,  and  at  the  same 
time  prevent  the  Indians  getting  them.  As  I  have  before  stated,  there  is 
still  a  quantity  of  corn  south  of  this;  if  not  protected,  it  must  be  destroyed 
by  the  Indians. 

Hoping  the  return  express  may  bear  some  news  of  assistance,  I  remain^ 
in  haste,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  RAWLS, 
lAiuienant  Colonel^  com.  6ch  rtg.  F.  M. 

P.  S. — CoIoneF  Sanchez  is  at  present  absent. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassre,  May  16, 1836. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Walker, 
commanding  the  blockhouse  on  the  Withlacoochie,  an  account  of  which  I 

Save  you  in  a  former  letter.  Three  men  made  their  escape  from  the  block- 
0U8C  in  a  canoe,  and  arrived  at  St.  Mark's  last  night.  They  confirm  the 
■tatement  made  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Walker,  and  represent  the  gar- 
riaon  at  the  blockhouse  as  being  in  a  most  deplorable  situation.  The  steam- 
boat, which  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  having  been  sent  for,  arrived  at 
8t  Mark's  yesterday.  It  has  been  ordered  here,  to  be  fortified  by  construct- 
ing bulwarks :  and,  so  soon  as  she  is  ready,  will  endeavor  to  force  a  passage 
up  the  river  and  relieve  the  garrison.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  men  who 
have  escaped  that  we  should  have  to  fight  our  way  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  to  the  blockhouse.  The  boat  will  bo  well  prepared,  and  I  hope  will 
be  able  to  destroy  many  of  the  enemy  on  the  expedition.  The  blockhouse 
is  within  a  very  few  miles  of  the  principal  settlements  of  the  Indians ;  it  is  a 
Tcry  im|X)rtant  position,  and,  had  I  the  means  of  holding  it,  I  would  not 
abandon  it.  If  the  steamboat  succeeds  in  ascending  the  river,  (as  I  have  no 
doubt  she  will,)  we  shall  then  see  the  certainty  and  ease  with  wnich  supplies 
■niffht  have  b^en  introduced  into  the  enemy's  country,  if  the  proper  steps 
bao  been  taken :  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  has  always  been  on  the  With. 
Ipcoochie,  and  might  have  been  found  there.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,  that 
another  mail  has  arrived,  and  I  have  yet  had  no  answer  to  one  of  the  many 
letters  i  have  written  you  relative  to  the  situation  of  this  country.  Perhaps, 
Vi  when  too  late,  you  may  find  that  the  information  I  have  at  different 
times  communicated  was  worthy  of  your  attention.  War  with  the  Creeks 
k  now  reduced  to  a  certainty.  Florida  will  then  be  between  two  fires ;  and 
Vhat  may  be  the  situation  of  this  country  two  months  hence,  no  human 
finiesigbt  can  predict. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei^vant, 

B»lJu  CALLr 
Hon.  Lswia  CasBi 
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Copy  of  the  document  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  R.  K.  Call^  dated  Me^ 
16,  1836)  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass. 

Camp  McLemore,  May  16,  1836. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  remained  here  the  whole  time  since  you  leftos, 
and  were  attacked  on  the  12ih  of  April,  at  dawn  of  day,  by  a  large  body  of 
Indians ;  since  which  time,  we  have  been  surrounded  with  them  alaxMt 
continnall]^,  and  have  had  upwards  of  twenty  fights  with  them,  and  ban 
had  only  two  of  our  men  killed  (Eli  Sealy  on  the  13th  of  April,  and  cor 
captain,  E.  Halloman,  on  the  3d  of  May)  and  five  others  slightly  wounded. 
The  loss  of  the  Indians  is,  1  think;,  fifteen  or  twenty  killed.  On  the  15th  of 
April  we  had  an  engagement  with  400  or  600  Indians,  which  lasted  two 
hours  and  forty-five  minutes ;  during  which  time  they  got  possession  of  oar 
flat,  which  drifted  down  the  river,  and  was  destroy^  by  them.  So  we 
have  had  no  means  of  getting  away  from  here  without  relief  from  some 
source,  as  we  have  not  a  man  who  knows  the  geography  of  the  country. 

We  are  entirely  out  of  every  necessary  of  life,  except  corn  and  water, 
and  know  not  where  to  look  for  relief,  as  the  time  which  you  appointed  has 
elapsed  by  ten  or  twelve  days.  And  we  have  not  heard  or  seen  any  tbiog 
of  the  army,  or  any  other  person,  except  ^Powell's)  yelling  devils ;  and  their 
yells  would  have  been  silenced  long  ago,  if  we  had  had  men  enough :  foryoo 
may  rest  assured,  dear  sir,  that  there  are  some  fighting  fowls  here.  Poor 
fellows!  it  is  a  pity  that  they  should  ever  starve,  for  they  have  foun^bt  well 

The  sending  of  this  express  is  full  of  danger,  and  has  been  delayed  oo 
that  account,  hoping  that  the  boat  mi^ht  come  to  our  relief,  till  we  faiie 
^ven  it  over.  I  am  under  the  belief  that  General  Scott  wrote  to  you  ibit 
he  would  come  and  get  the  corn  which  was  brought  here  for  the  armf, 
and  relieve  us  himself,  and  that  is,  perhaps,  the  cause  of  the  long  deiaf  of 
the  boat ;  but,  sir,  we  are  here,  suffering ;  and  hope  you  will  come  or  send 
persons  to  our  assistance  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

L.  a  WALKER, 
Lieutenant  in  cofnmand  of  company  A* 

Major  McLkmors. 


Tallahasbbe,  May  24, 183& 
Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  tod 
must  apologize  for  the  warmth  with  which  I  have  expressed  myself  in  at 
correspondence  with  you,  in  relation  to  our  frontier  settlements.  My  §{»* 
ogy  will  be  found  in  the  embarrassed  and  distressed  situation  iu  wbidil 
found  the  Territory,  and  my  great  anxiety  to  relieve  her  siifllerings. 

Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,! 
have  communicated  to  General  Scott  my  views  in  relation  to  the  dcftaco 
of  our  frontier.  My  letter  was  borne  to  him  by  an  intelligent  gentleiDiB. 
who  will  demonstrate  my  plan  on  the  map  of  Florida.  I  enclose  71^ 
herewith,  a  copy  of  it,  to  which  I  b^  leave  to  call  your  attention.  lo  Ae 
present  position  of  the  troops,  they  give  no  protection  witaterer  to  theiet* 
tlements ;  nor  would  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  produce  the  deani 
effect,  located  and  employed  in  the  same  manner. 

At  Foil  DtsnQ  and  Micauopy  there  are  several  hundred  txoopt,  ThV 
«ie8ituato&w\\kuuQcL<^\)outkd^      Ksx^^K^wdmsiibadoiitiisiiiipof 
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>ri(]a,  and  the  Btiemy  is  in  undisputed  possession  of  all  around  them,  and 
far  south  as  Dill's  fxist  office,  which,  you  will  perceive  from  the  map,  is 
ir  fifty  miles.  Whether  they  are  ever  employed  on  scouts  to  drive  buck 
marauding  hands  of  the  enemy,  I  cannot  say;  but  certain  it  is,  our 
aeiis  are  slaughtered  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  and  the  whole  couiUry 
lesolated  as  far  north  as  the  points  I  have  mentioned.  Only  a  few  days 
ce.  a  white  man  and  my  faithful  guide,  old  Nero,  were  shot  down  by 
t  Indians,  while  hunting  cattle  near  one  of  these  posts.  Enclosed  is  a 
>y  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Mills,  giving  an  account  of  their  fate. 
ki  Tampa  Bay  there  cannot  be  less  than  three  or  four  hundred  men, 
lere  there  is  nothing  to  protect  but  the  post.  And  a  short  time  since,  a 
izen,  who  had  taken  refuge  there,  was  shot  by  the  Indians  while  hunting 
lie  but  a  short  distance  from  the  post. 

I  enclose  you,  also,  a  letter  from  Mojor  McCants,  of  the  Florida  militia, 
nmanding  at  Suwnnee  Old-town,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that 
t  post  is  surrounded  by  the  enemy.  Immediately  on  receiving  the  intel- 
snce,  I  ordered  a  detachment  of  horse  to  his  relief^  and  I  hope  they  may 
ive  in  time  to  c«]t  off  the  retreat  of  the  Indians. 

[  am  well  satisfied,  sir,  from  the  situation  of  our  country,  and  the  nature 
tiie  enemy,  that  the  \  Ian  I  have  proposed  to  General  Scott  is  the  only 
)  by  which  our  frontier  can  be  successfully  defended. 
3y  coucentrating  the  forces  at  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie,  (or  Ama- 
'a,  as  it  is  called,)  and,  immediately  after  landing,  if  we  make  a  rapid 
rch  into  tlie  countfy,  we  n»ay  surprise  the  enemy  and  capture  their 
^es  and  children,  which  will  be  the  most  effectual  means  of  putting  an 
1  to  the  war.  At  any  rate,  we  shall  be  able  to  rout  them  from  all  their 
ghboring  settlements  *  destroy  their  corn ;  capture  their  cattle;  and  give 
m  such  employment  at  home  as  will  leave  them  no  tinne  to  invade  our 
btier.  If  General  Scott  should  l>e  ordered  to  take  command  of  tfie  army, 
lich  must  necessarily  be  emjiloyed  against  the  Creeks,  I  should  be  grati- 
1  by  being  directed  to  lead  the  expedition  against  the  Seminoles.  Sup- 
?s  of  every  kind,  for  such  an  expedition,  are  in  abundance  at  Fort 
x>ke,  and  may  easily  be  transported  to  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie. 
Appreheiiding  that  the  Creek  Indians  may  attempt  to  retreat  to  the  pe- 
isula  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  the  Florida  tribe,  I  have  sent  Gen. 
ircy  t(»  confer  with  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  A.  M.  McWalker,  the 
treiary  of  the  Territory,  to  confer  with  the  Governor  of  Alabama,  on 
(  subject ;  and  have  requested  that  a  formidable  force  may  be  placed  by 
;h  of  those  States  on  the  southern  and  eastern  frontier  of  the  Creek  na- 
il, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their  escape.  Should  this  measure  be- 
imptly  adapted,  we  have  nothing  to  fear;  but  should  it  be  long  delayed^ 
arge  portion  of  the  Territory  may  be  desolated  ;  for  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
(  intention  of  the  Creeks  to  locate  ihemselves  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida, 
[f  Georgia  and  Alal>ama  will  take  care  of  the  Creeks,  and  my  plan  for 
I  defence  of  Florida  is  adopted,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  result. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ft.  K.  CAlAu, 
Elon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Stcreiarp  of  War, 

P.  S.— I  beg  luave  to  refer  you  to  Bernard's  map,  as  furnishing  the  best 
icription  of  the  Withlacoochie  or  Amazura  river. 

4 
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Copies  of  the  documents  reftrred  to  in  Governor  CalVs  letter  of  24/A  Mat 
1836,  addressed  to  the  honorable  Lewis  Cass. 

Tallahassee,  May  22,  183t>. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  1  am 
requested  to  commuTncate  my  views  to  you,  on  the  suhject  of  defence  for 
the  frontier  of  Florida.  The  present  line  to  be  defended  is  extensive,  the 
population  sparse,  and  the  country  so  co  jipletely  intersected  with  swamps 
and  hammocks,  that  I  shonid  despair  of  ^ving  perfect  protection  by  anj 
number  of  fortifications  within  the  present  means  of  Government  to  erect 
during  the  summer.  The  line  of  defence  may,  however,  be  greatly  rcdiicrf 
in  length  by  advancing  our  posts  nearer  the  enemy,  and  our  security  pro> 
motcd  by  carrying  the  war  into  their  country.  I  would  therefore  r»pect- 
fully  suggest  that  the  present  forts  should  be  garrisoned  only  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  to  hold  them  as  rallying  points  and  as  places  of  deposiie; 
that  all  the  available  regular  force,  with  such  assistance  as  we  may  be  able 
to  procure  from  the  seamen  and  marines  of  the  United  States,  and  the  mili- 
tia of  the  Territory,  be  assembled  to  make  an  expedition  to  the  Withb- 
coochie.  It  is  now  fully  ascertained  that,  through  the  channel  of  this  rirer, 
supplies  in  any  quantity  may  be  introduced  and  transported  within  ashon 
distance  of  the  Indian  settlements.  There  is  safe  anchorage  off  the  nioath 
of  the  river,  from  whence  the  supplies  may  he  conveyed  up  in  fonifiol 
lighters  to  the  place  where  the  depot  should  be  established.  The  troop 
from  Key  West,  Tampa  Bay,  and  New  Orleans,  with  the  seamen  asd 
marines,  and  the  militia  from  this  part  of  the  country,  can  be  transported  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  disposable  force  from  Fort  Drane  can  march 
across  the  country  to  Suwanee  Old-town,  from  whence  they  can  be  cod- 
-veyed  in  a  steamboat  to  unite  with  the  other  forces.  So  soon  as  a  junctioo 
of  the  different  troops  shall  have  taken  place,  I  would  propose  that  a  rapid 
and  spirited  march  be  made  on  the  Indians  where  they  are  settled  on  the 
river  and  its  vicinity ;  and,  after  routing  them  and  destroying  the  com 
which  they  are  cultivating,  the  troops  might  fail  back  to  a  healthy  positioD 
on  the  river,  within  the  influence  of  the  sea  breeze,  where  a  strong  fortiM 
camp  might  be  constructed,  from  whence  the  enemy  may  be  harassed  bf 
frequent  excursions  into  their  settlements.  By  the  aid  of  small  fortified 
boats,  supplies  might  be  introduced  through  the  channel  of  all  the  streaitf 
emptying  into  the  Gulf  between  the  Hillsborough  and  Wiihlacoochie  riTen 
From  this  fortified  camp,  I  would  keep  up  a  continual  communicatioD  vitii 
Fort  Drane  by  a  dejachment  of  horse.  The  distance  would  not  exceed  S 
or  40  miles,  through  an  open  country ;  and  a  strong  patrol  thus  empkyjid 
would  effectually  protect  the  whole  frontier  of  Middle  and  East  Florida ai 
far  as  Fort  Drane,  from  whence  another  patrol  of  horee  nnight  be  extcnM 
to  the  St.  John's.  Thus  we  should  not  only  cover  all  the  frontier  se* 
ments  by  a  short  line  of  defence,  but,  by  giving  the  enemy  employmeDt  in 
his  own  country,  we  should  throw  hira  on  the  defensive,  and  leave  Ua 
neither  time  nor  opportunity  to  invade  ours.  One  thousand  men,  tlm 
posted  and  thus  employed,  would  give  more  protection  to  our  settleDBUs 
than  ten  times  the  number  stationed  jslIous  the  line  from  the  Atlantic  «>Sl 
Mark's,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  all  of  which,  you  perceive,  presents  afrootict 
perfectly  accessible  to  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  The  Indians  are  bov 
crossing  the  Suwanee  in  great  numbers,  and,  unless  timely  assistanee  ii 
afforded,  lh\s  ^ouraV^vtv^  ^xA  vi^v^io\.\a  district  of  coontry  will  be  isH 
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t^nsle  during  the  summer.  We  mast  struggle  with  the  enemy  somewhere ; 
and  it  were  better  that  this  struggle  should  be  maintained  in  theirs  than  in 
our  own  conntry,  when  the  slaughter  of  women  and  children  must  be  the 
inevitable  result  of  the  conflict.  After  hearing  that  it  was  your  intention 
to  send  a  part  of  the  force  from  Tampa  Bay  to  take  post  on  the  Suwanee, 
mod  the  enemy  having  appeared  and  committed  outrages  within  25  miles  of 
this  place,  1  chartered  a  vessel,  and  sent  her  with  a-  reqiiest  to  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Tampa  Bay  that  a  portion  of  his  force  might  be  immediately 
sent  to  St  Mark's.  The  vessel  returned  loaded  with  arms  and  provisions. 
The  achooner  Motto,  the  public  transport,  came  with  a  cargo  of  the  same 
kind,  but  no  men  were  sent.  I  immediately  chartered  another  vessel,  and 
sent  her  back  with  a  renewal  of  my  request  to  the  commanding  officer, 
which  I  hope  will  prove  more  successful.  A  part  of  the  4th  regiment, 
under  command  of  Major  Foster,  I  learn  has  been  sent  to  New  Orleans.  I 
w«Nild  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  ordering  this  force  to  return  to 
St  Mark's,  with  such  additional  regular  troops  as  may  be  drawn  from  the 
garrison  at  Louisiana.  Our  situation,  sir,  1  assure  you,  is  one  of  great  peril. 
On  the  north,  we  have  the  formidable  power  of  the  Creeks ;  on  the  south, 
Che  fieice  and  warlike  Semiuoles.  The  former  will  soon  be  driven  before 
the  forces  of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  will  no  doubt  attempt  to  form  a 
junction  with  the^^jeminoles.  Should  this  be  done,  Middle  Florida  will 
present  one  dreadful  scene  of  carnage  and  desolation.  The  settlements  be- 
tween the  Creeks  and  the  Florida  line  are  already  giving  way,  and  the  in- 
habitants retiring  into  stockades.  The  powerful  States  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama should  be  required,  without  delay,  to  throw  a  strong  force  on  their 
■outhern  frontiers  of  the  Creek  country.  If  this  be  not  promptly  done,  sir, 
the  consequences  may  be  fatal  to  all  Middle  and  West  Florida.  1  shall  ad- 
diees  the  Governors  of  these  States  on  the  subject  by  the  mail  of  to-night, 
and  hope  tfaey  will  adopt  my  suggestions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant| 

R,  K.  CALL. 

Major  Oeaeral  Scott. 


Old-town,  Matf  19, 1836. 

Sir  :  Your  express  arrived  in  time  to  save  this  station.  The  men  here 
Bintinied  twice  to  leave  me ;  they  have  quieted  down  for  a  short  time,  but 
I  dd  not  know  at  what  time  they  will  desert  me  in  a  body.  Relief  must 
Bome  in  a  few  days  to  save  this  station.  I  need  a  reinforcement  at  this 
place ;  the  Indians  are  around  us  in  bullying  style,  and  our  force  barely 
•afficient  to  keep  the  posts.  A  few  days  since,  tliey  killed  a  man  of  this 
station,  who  had  most  imprudently,  and  contrary  to  all  instructions,  come 
Gram  the  other  post  to  this,  without  arms  or  guards.  The  information  in 
respect  to  the  frontier  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  is  what  makes  the  men 
here  so  disinclined -from  the  performance  of  their  duty  ;  and  I  think  it  im- 
poesible  to  retain  them  longer  than  next  week.  A  temporary  relief  of  20 
or  30  men  may  save  this  station,  if  sent  in  time.  I  am  also  informed,  by 
lieutenant  in  charge  of  Charles  Ferry,  that  the  men  there  are  deter- 
led  to  leave  that  post  on  Tuesday  next,  regardless  of  consequences,  on 
\  ground  that  their  time  is  expired  then.  The  term  of  service  of  the 
n  herewiU  ud  about  the  same  timeiand  I  have  reason  to  believe 
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that  they  will  de^evi  Loth  stations  at  once.  The  men  here  are  in  ill  health: 
and,  in  this  way,  I  am  often  unable  to  keep  up  a  sufficient  inmibcr  of  sen 
linels  for  the  safety  ot  the  place.  Lynier'a  plantation,  where  1  had  com- 
roenced  a  station,  has  he^n  burnt  down,  destroying  a  large  qaantity  of  pro- 
visions of  every  kinri.  I  await  the  arrival  of  next  Ti*esday  with  inany 
appreheuMons  ;  I  must,  therefore,  appeal  to  you  ii>  the  most  earnest  Rkin- 
ner  lor  the  safety  of  this7)lace.  A  large  number  of  Indians  are  now  aroin^i 
us,  usn)<:  every  effort  to  cut  off  my  men  ;  some  were  in  Miller's  field  this 
morning,  and  I  expect,  with  my  present  number,  to  have  many  of  myojen 
cut  off  passing  and  repassing  between  the  forts.  I  am  sensible  of  (be  im- 
portanc*^  o[  iliis  station,  and,  therefore,  tremble  for  its  fate.  1  woold  can- 
cenirate  the  men  here  at  Dabney,  but  most  of  our  provisions  are  at  Mil- 
ler's, and  we  have  no  means  of  removing  th^m.  Another  reascm  is,  thai  if 
Miller  sets  off,  the  men  will  not  remain  ;  of  this,  1  had  a  trial  yesterdif, 
in  attemptttig  to  remove  those  forces  here.  The  bearer  of  this  expiea^ 
Sergeant  Taylor,  will  explain  fully  our  condition. 
Yours,  &c., 

J.  McCANTS, 
Major  J  cwnmandinff  ai  Sumnm. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call* 


Jacksonville,  May  14, 1836. 

SiK  :  Your  ordfers  to  Col.  Warren,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  were  received  bjr 
me,  and  opened  in  his  absence  ;  Col.  Warren  having  gone  to  St.  Augustiie, 
as  1  am  informed,  by  request  of  Gen.  Scott. 

I  inmiediately  forwarded  the  orders  to  him,  and  proceeded  to  take  rons- 
ures  for  assembling  the  quota  required  from  our  regiment.  I  am  confideoi 
that  the  Colonel  will  make  every  exertion  to  justify  the  eonfictence  repoied 
in  him  by  you,  and  will  immediately  proceed  out. 

By  a  hirer  received  from  Col.  Rawls,  I  am  infornaed  thai  Capt  Wm, 
Gibbons,  and  Nero,  our  old  guide,  were  shot  near  Cuernsfort  last  Thurs- 
day. I  have  written,  in  answer  to  his  application  for  aid,  that  we  will  (k 
all  we  ran,  and  hope  to  be  at  Newnansville  on  Thursday  next. 

I  have  called  on  the  quartermaster  of  the  United  States  stationed  here, 
and  he  refuses  to  issue  on  my  requisition,  based  opon  your  order.  1  am 
anxiou^ly  waiting  Col.  Warren's  arrival,  to  hear  how  he  will  act  in  thii 
matter  We  can  procure  any  quantity  here,  of  the  merchants^  if  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  will  only  pay  or  acknowledge  onr  accounts ;  hot  we  have  fam 
disbanded  since  the  1st  of  March,  and  not  one  cent  paid  lo  anybody  yet 

1  i»m,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  roost  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  MILLS, 
lAeut.  Col.  Ath  Htgimeni  Florida  JUmtiB. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Sir  :  I  enclose  yoa,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  receifad  front  Omt' 
lal  £u8l\S){iom^Y^d\  \V  «g^^taUia.t  Fort  Kiogi  the  ktl  peal  wbichiv 
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hdd  tn  the  Indian  country,  has  been  abandoned,  and  that  a  part  of  its  crar- 
rJson  has  been  ordered  to  Newnnnsville,  and  the  other  to  Santa  Fe  bridge, 
not  far  distant  from  the  former  place.  Thus  our  troops  are  following  up 
Che  retreat  of  the  people  of  the  frontier,  leaving  the  Indians  in  quiet  pos- 
t>ession  of  all  the  country  they  have  conquered.  A  part  of  the  4!h  in- 
fantry, under  command  of  Major  F^oster,  has  left  Florida  for  New  Orleans 
or  Baton  Rouge  ;  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  these  should  be  ordered 
lo  return  to  Florida,  with  all  others  that  may  be  spared  from  the  garrisons 
of  liouisiana. 

If  there  are  troops  that  can  he  withdrawn  from  the  northern  stations, 
they  should  also  be  ordered  to  Florida. 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and,  with  regfard  to  that 
p&rtof  it  which  authorizes  me  to  raise  a  thousand  volunteers,  in  case  the 
measure  should  pass  Congress,  I  have  only  to  observe  that  such  a  force  can« 
not  be  raised  in  Florida  for  any  purpose ;  and,  if  we  do  not  receive  assist- 
ance from  abroad,  the  country  cannot  be  defended. 

What  you  have  remarked  on  the  subject  of  pursuing  the  marauding 
parties  of  the  enemy,  is  certainly  correct ;  but  where,  I  would  ask,  are  the 
horsemen  you  propose  to  be  ready  at  every  point  along  the  line  of  frontier, 
for  three  hundred  miles,  to  mount  and  pursue  the  Indians  whenever  they 
appear?  If  I  had  the  horsemen,  this  is  what  I  should  do ;  but  I  know  not 
where  to  get  them.  The  regular  troops,  you  observe,  '•ought  not  to  be  re- 
quired to  do  more  than  hold  their  positions,  overawe  the  enemy,"  &c.  As 
to  overawing  the  enemy,  they  yet  have  that  to  learn,  as  the  Indians  hold 
the  eountry  all  around  them ;  and  they  might  as  well  hold  their  positions  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world  as  this,  for  the  protection  they  give  to  our  set- 
tlements. 

i  am  disposed  to  make  every  effort  in  my  power  to  save  the  country  ;  but 
if  i  have  neither  the  means  nor  the  power  of  doing  so,  the  responsibility  of 
fiiihire  will  not  rest  upoi  me. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  VL  CALL. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headciuartrrs,  Armt  op  Florida, 

67.  AHgustine,  May  21,  1836. 

Sir  :  Major  General  Scott  hns  evidently  left  here,  under  instructions 
from  the  War  Department  to  proceed  to  the  Creek  Nation,  and  has  directed 
tde  to  assume  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

He  has  instructed  me  to  communicate  freely  with  the  Governor  of  Flor- 
ida ;  and  it  is  therefonj  that  I  address  you  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance 
of  his  furlhcT  instrnctions,  I  have  directed  the  garrison  and  stores  to  l)e 
Withdrawn  from  Fort  Kins:,  and  one  of  the  companies  now  at  that  station 
to  be  posted  at  Newnansville,  where  a  large  number  ol  inhabitants  require 
l^rolection;  the  other  company  will  be  posted  at  SaiUa  Fe  bridge,  to  cover 
the  communication  with  Garey's  Ferry  from  Fort  Drane. 

It  is  greariy  to  be  desired  that  tfiree  or  four  companies  of  the  Territorial 
tliiliiia  should  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  I 
not  misinformed,  General  Scott  communicated  to  you  his  views  of  that 
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subject.    Permit  me  here  to  suggest  that  the  personal  influence  of  yofor  ex- 
cellency might  be  well  employ^  in  inducing  the  President  to  send  three  or 
four  companies  of  artillery  from  the  eastern  seaboard. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

ABRAHAM  EUSTIS, 
Brigadier  Genercd  United  Slates  army. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  Meip  30, 1836. 

Mt  dear  General:  I  have  just  bad  the  satisfaction  to  receiTeyoar 
letter  of  the  ISth  instant.  I  accept,  with  great  pleasure,  of  the  trust  yoo 
have  conferred  on  me ;  and  I  promise  you  that  I  will  soou  put  an  end  lo 
the  war  in  Florida,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

I  am  disappointed,  however,  in  not  receiving  an  order  from  the  Seeretiry 
of  War,  placing  me  in  command  of  the  forces  in  Florida.     I  have  a  letter, 
dated  on  the  19th,  from  him,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  expected  passagt 
of  the  law  for  raising  volunteers,  and  observes:  "I  trust  you  are  makiog 
all  the  arrangements  necessary  for  the  employment  of  the  requisite  foret 
as  soon  as  the  measure  is  sanctioned  by  Congress."  This  is  all  he  says  oo 
that  subject,  but  I  hope,  by  the  mail  which  will  arrive  the  day  after  Uh 
morrow,  I  shall  receive  the  necessary  orders  to  enable  me  to  assume  com- 
mand, and  commence  my  preparations  for  a  campaign.    The  character,  a» 
well  as  the  position,  of  the  enemy,  has  been  entirely  misconceived  by  oir 
generals  ;  and  the  state  of  their  movements  forbids  the  possibility  of  their  ic- 
complishing  any  thing  of  importance.     Your  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
mode  of  operating  in  this  conntry  is  entirely  correct.     No  army  can  make 
a  successful  campaign  aUended  by  a  large  train  of  baggage-wagons.    Br 
rapid  and  forced  marches,  the  enemy  may  be  surprised,  and  the  womeD 
and  children  captured.     I  feel  very  confident  that  I  shall  be  enabled  to  ac- 
complish this,  to  some  extent,  at  least,  in  a  very  short  tinne  after  1  enter  the 
conntry.    In  nothing  did  our  generals  commit  a  greater  blunder  during  the 
last  campaign  than  in  the  points  at  which  they  established  their  depots,  and 
the  routes  on  which  the  supplies  were  conducted.     The  Withlacoochie  is 
the  stronghold  of  the  enemy:  their  wives  and  children,  their  cattle  and  their 
homes,  are  there.     Through  the  channel  of  this  river,  supplies  of  every 
description  can  be  introduced  within  twenty  miles  of  the  principal  settle- 
ments.   I  shall  make  a  feint  with  my  horsemen  alone,  in  order  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  Indians  in  this  quarter,  while  i  ascend  the  river  al  nisbt 
in  fortified  boats,  which  can  be  protected  with  our  supplies  by  n,  very  fev 
men  while  I  land  with  the  main  body  and  march  immediately  upoB  them: 
and  I  have  no  doubt  1  can  be  in  their  camps  and  fields  bislikle  tbey  aie 
aware  of  my  approach.     Powell's  camp,  I  learn,  is  one  of  the  first  1  shall 
discover  on  this  route.    He  is  the  war  spirit  of  the  tribe,  and,  if  I  can  gin 
him  a  good  whipping,  it  will  bring  tho  nation  to  its  senses.    So  sooo  tf  I 
am  placed  in  command,  you  may  rely,  sir,  on  my  adopting  the  most  prooft 
and  energetic  measures  for  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country.   Jf 
the  order  should  not  have  been  given  by  the  Secretary  ol  War  before  yon 
receive  this,  I  hope  it  will  be  forwarded  immediately  after.    It  is  neoemry, 
also,  that  I  shovM  \>e  V\kTivvsVv(s(i  wvtU  funds  to  provide  tho  necaasaiy  ubd^ 
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portation.  Provision  and  forage  in  ^reat  abundance  is  to  be  bad  at  Tampa 
Bay;  but  we  shall  want  vessels  to  carry  it  to  the  month  of  the  Withla- 
coochie,  and  fortified  boats  to  carry  it  up  that  river  and  the  other  streams 
between  that  and  the  Hillsborough :  on  all  of  which  there  are  Indian,  vil- 
lages.  ThQ  strength  of  the  niUion  will  be  found  between  the  Withlacoochie 
and  Che  Hillsborough.  I  will,  in  a  few  days,  send  you  a  complete  map  of 
the  seat  of  war,  much  of  it  drawn  from  actual  survey. 

I  am,  dear  General,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

The  President  of  the  United  Stales. 


Tallahassee,  June  1,  1836. 
Mt  dear  General:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  2lst  ultimo,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  I  am  now 
charged  with  the  direction  of  the  war  in  Florida.  I  have  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  same  date,  in  which  lie  expressly  recognises  Gren- 
^ral  Scott  as  being  in  command  of  the  army,  and  charged  with  the  offen- 
sira  and  defensive  measures  of  the  war.  1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
copy  of  his  letter  of  tlie  2ist  of  May,  which  is  no  doubt  preserved  in  the 
War  Office. 

Nothing  have  I  so  much  desired  as  to  have  the  direction  of  the  Florida 
war.  But  it  was  the  pleasure  of  Governor  Eaton  and  General  Scott  that 
I  abould  have  no  command  in  it  whatever.  The  sooner  I  am  placed  in 
comomnd,  the  sooner  I  shall  be  prepared  for  the  field  ;  and  I  feel  every 
confidence  in  routine  Powell  and  his  whole  tribe  in  a  very  iew  weeks  after 
1  commence  operations.  I  have  again  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  give 
the  necessary  instructions  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  me  in  command 
of  the  troops  now  in  Florida ;  and  I  have  to  reqtiest  that  those  which  have 
gone  to  Louisiana  may  be  ordered  immediately  to  return,  with  such  others 
as  may  be  spared  from  the  garrisons  of  that  State.  I  am  not  advised  of 
the  number  of  troops  stationed  in  Florida;  but  their  positions  have  been 
TOOsl  injudiciously  selected,  and  they  have  ^iven  no  protection  whatever  to 
the  frontier.  1  have,  on  my  own  responsibility,  raised  troops  in  the  Terri- 
tory, which  are  now  employed  in  driving  the  Indians  from  the  settlements ; 
and  I  will  in  a  short  time  drive  them  even  from  the  neighborhood  of  the 
forts  garrisoned  by  the  regulars,  where  they  have  been  permitted  to  remain 
with  impunity.  I  agree  with  you,  sir,  in  the  opinion  that  no  war  was  ever 
so  disgracefully  conducted  ;  and  I  promise  you,  when  I  am  put  in  posses- 
mon  ol  the  means,  I  will  put  an  end  to  it  spoedily,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 
lo  conducting  the  campaign,  I  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  pursued  by 
you  with  so  much  success,  and  with  which  I  am  perfectly  familiar.  You 
may  remenjber  the  anxiety  I  expressed  to  you  on  this  subject  in  my  letters 
written  at  an  early  period  of  the  war,  in  which  I  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
in  the  field.  From  what  I  saw  of  the  regulars,  while  on  the  frontier,  I  was 
satisfied  that  they  have  much  to  learn  before  they  would  be  efficient  in  an 
Indian  war. 

I  am  highly  gratified  to  find  you  have  sent  General  Jesup  to  command 
against  the  Creeks ;  he  is  a  soldier  of  the  first  merit,  and  is  worth  a  bat- 
talion of  your  other  generals. 
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Yon  have  heard  much,  but  yon  have  not  yet  become  possessed  of  all  tlie 
bad  manaofement  in  Florida.  Largfe  supplies  of  forage  and  provisions  are 
yet  arriving  at  Tampa  Bay,  under  the  requisition  of  General  Scolt ;  a  great 
deal  of  whicVi  will  be  entirely  lost  before  it  can  be  consumed.  Much  of  the 
corn  is  already  spoiled,  and  the  hay,  I  am  told,  is  lying  in  heaps  expos^  to 
the  weather.  As  far  as  these  sitpplies  will  be  required,  they  may  easily  be 
conveyed  lo  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie ;  but  I  presume  there  is  a  much 
larger  quaniiiy  than  will  be  required. 

I  am,  dear  General,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

General  Jackson. 


Tallahassee.  Jttne  19,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  letter? 
of  the  21st,  23d,  '^5th,  and  26th  ultimo^  They  should  have  been  promptly 
answered,  but  they  found  me  laborincf  under  a  severe  indisposition,  from 
which  I  am  just  recovering.  As  far  as  pNraciicable,  the  several  subjects  ta 
which  they  relate  have  been  attended  to.  I  have  appointed  the  4th  of  Julf 
next  as  the  day  on  which  an  effort  will  be  made,  throughout  the  Territory, 
to  raise  volunteers  under  the  act  of  Congress.  1  have  little  hope  of  lieinj 
enabled  to  raise  any  considerable  number  of  men  for  the  period  of  twel?c 
months,  although  a  respectable  force  may  be  assembled  for  six  or  four 
months'  service.  I  shall,  however,  make  the  attempt  to  raise  tliem  for 
twelve  months  ;  and  if  this  catmot  be  done,  I  shall  compel  them  lo  serYC, 
for  a  stated  period,  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory. 

I  am  still  very  feeble,  and  unable  to  write  more  fully  at  present. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Bon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassbk,  June  2),  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledgre  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  Sth 
instant.  I  have  also  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Clinch,  in  which 
he  positively  declines  entering  on  duty  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
1  have,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  assumed  command  of  all  the 
troops  in  Florida.  I  have  required  returris  to  be  made  of  the  strength  of 
the  different  posts,  and  of  the  supplies  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  pro- 
visions, and  transportation,  on  hand.  As  soon  as  my  health  will  permit  me 
to  travel,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  east,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  offensive  and  defensive  operations  against  the  enemy.  I  doubt 
not  I  shall,  in  a  very  short  time,  be  able  to  fi-ee  our  settlements  froin  the 
harassing  visits  of  the  Indians,  and  shall,  as  soon  after  a3  practicable,  en- 
deavor to  carry  the  war  into  their  country. 

The  measures  adopted  by  General  Jesup,  and  the  Governors  of  Georgia 
and  Alabama,  leave  us  without  apprehension  of  danger  from  the  Creeks; 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  direct  my  whole  force  against  the  Seminoles. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  Le^wisCks^^  SecTCiaTOj  oj  Wat. 
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Tallahassee,  Jpme  27,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Major  Heileman,  in  which  he  details  the  result  of  a 
ikirmish  he  has  had  with  a  party  of  the  enemy  at  Micanopy. 

I  hope  my  henlth  will  enable  me  to  repair  to  the  east  in  a  few  days,  when 
I  shall  endeavor  to  assemble  a  sufficient  force  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the 
jountry. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Copy  of  the  document  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  R,  K.  Call  of  June  27, 
1 836,  addressed  to  the  honorable  Lewis  Cass. 

Fort  Drane,  June  14,  1836. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
letter  of  the  9th  instant :  the  subject  of  it  will  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  I 
can  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  although  the  present  reduced  state 
of  the  companies  under  my  command  puts  it  almost  out  of  my  power  to 
make  detachments  from  the  established  posts.  1  heard  yesterday  that  Gen* 
eral  Eustis  had  ordered  two  companies  of  mounted  men  to  this  post ;  they 
will  probably  arrive  in  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  when  1  shall  be  able  to 
send  to  Suwaiiee  Old-town,  and  make  some  other  detachments  in  this  vi« 
cinity.  I  arrived  here  on  the  Uth  instant ;  my  men  much  worn  down  by 
the  excessive  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  want  of  rain.  A  party  of  the 
enemy  offered  me  battle  in  front  of  Micanopy,  which  was  not  declined  ;  and 
I  am  happy  to  add,  that  a  handful  of  men,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Captain  Lee,  of  the  3d  artillery.  Lieutenant  Wheelock,  of  the  dragoons, 
Lieutenant  'i  alcott,  of  the  3d,  and  Lieutenant  Humphreys,  oi  the  2dartil« 
lery,  drove  them  in  all  directions.  Captain  Lee,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severely 
wounded,  by  which  I  lose  the  services  of  a  most  valuable  officer.  A  few  of 
the  dragoons  and  artillery  were  wounded ;  but  one  of  whom,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  has  yet  died.  The  enemy  destroyed  General  Clinch's  sugar  establish- 
ment, near  this  place,  a  few  days  before  my  arrival ;  and  I  learn  small  parties 
of  them  are  destroying  all  the  houses  about  the  country. 

I  think  it  highly  important  that  an  active  force  should  now  be  in  opera- 
tion, particularly  as  we  must  expect  more  sickness  as  the  season  advances. 
If  my  iiealth  permits,  I  shall  go  with  the  detachment  to  Suwanee,  and  will 
communicaie  further  with  you  from  that  point. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  HEILEMAN, 

Major  commanding. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  July  I,  1836. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
I8th  ultimo,  and  am  highly  gratified  to  learn  that  the  volunteers  from  West 
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Tennessee  are  ordered  directly  to  this  place.  I  shall  be  prepared,  so  soon  as 
they  arrive,  to  march  into  the  enemy's  country.  At  this  season  of  the  year 
their  women  and  children  are  to  be  found  a(  their  cornfields,  and,  by  a 
prompt  and  rapid  march,  1  have  no  doubt  many  of  them  may  be  surprised 
and  captured,  which  will  cause  the  warriors  to  give  us  battle. 

Ido  not  understand  whether  the  Tennesseans  will  bring  arms  with  them, 
or  not ;  and,  to  avoid  disappointment  and  prevent  delays,  I  shall  have  a  sup- 
ply brought  here  from  Baton  Bou^,  to  be  used  if  necessary.  There  is  a 
large  number  in  store  at  St.  Augustme,  but  it  would  be  much  more  ditficolt 
to  get  them  from  that  place  than  from  Baton  Rouge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K..  CALL. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  July  3,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  and  its  enclosures.  In  a  former  letter,  1  advised  you  of  having 
assumed  command  of  the  forces  of  Florida.  I  have  yet  made  no  aheratioD 
in  the  position  of  the  regular  troops  ;  but  I  have  disposed  of  the  monnted 
volunteers  in  such  manner  as  I  thought  best  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  at  present  every  thin?  is  quiet. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  1  have  just  received  intelligence,  by  express, 
of  the  Heath  of  Major  Heileman,  late  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Drane. 
He  died  of  fever  on  the  27th  ultimo.  The  aggregate  strength  of  the  par- 
rison  is  289,  and,  at  the  last  date,  there  were  99  on  the  sick  report  En- 
closed is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  surgeon  of  the  post,  recommending  its 
abandonment.  I  shall  order  an  examination  to  be  made,  and  hope  to  find 
a  more  healthy  situation  in  the  neighborhood,  to  which  the  troops  and 
public  stores  may  be  removed.  Your  letter  of  the  20ih  ultimo  was  re- 
ceived just  in  time  to  countermand  the  order  I  had  given  for  arms  to  equip 
the  Tennessee  volunteers,  which  I  discover  would  be  unnecessary,  as  ther 
have  been  armed  at  the  State  arsenal.  I  have  sent  Captain  Shannon  to 
New  Orleans  to  procure  every  thing  necessary  for  the  approaching  cam- 
paign ;  and  I  have  sent  an  express  to  General  Scott,  requestinis:  the  Ten- 
nessee troops  may  be  ordered  here  without  delay.  I  hope  I  shall  be  in  the 
field  early  in  August.  I  shall  establish  a  depot  on  the  Suwanee  and  one  on 
the  Withlacoochie.  I  shall  attend  especially  to  your  suggestions  with 
re^rd  to  the  health  of  the  troops ;  and,  after  routing  the  enemy  on  the 
Withlacoochie,  destroying  their  crops,  and  capturing  their  cattle  and  familie?, 
if  possible,  should  1  find  the  troops  unhealthy,  or  too  much  harassed  with 
fatigue  and  the  heat  of  the  weather,  I  will  retire  to  a  healthy  situation  oo 
the  sea-board  convenient  to  our  supplies. 

Major  Kirby,  the  paymaster,  has  been  here  for  some  time,  and  will  som 
have  completed  the  payment  of  the  troops  who  served  in  the  last  campaigo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Chpy  of  the  dommenl  referred  to  in  R,  K.  CaWs  letter  of  July  3,  1836, 
addressed  to  the  Hon,  Lewis  Cass. 

Fort  Drane,  June  27,  1S36. 

Sir  :  By  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  uicdical  department, 
it  is  made  incumbent  on  the  surgeon  of  the  post  to  make  known  to  the 
commanding  officer  whatever,  in  his  opinion,  may  conduce  to  the  heahh 
and  comfort  of  the  sick. 

In  obedience  thereto,  i  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  yonr  coDsideratton, 
that  since  the  commencement  of  the  summer  the  number  on  the  sick 
report  has  varied  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and,  sinca 
the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season,  is  increasing ;  and  shonld  not  this  post 
be  abandoned  for  one  more  healthy,  I  conceive  that  more  than  two«thirds 
of  the  command  will  be  rendered  unfit  for  duly.  This  place  is  known  to 
every  inhabitant  within  twenty  miles  to  be  one  of  the  most  sickly  spots  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  and,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  fully  con- 
cur in  the  belief. 

There  are  at  present  eight  officers  stationed  at  the  post,  and  only  three 
fit  for  duty— one  having  died  a  few  hours  ago  (Major  Heileman,  the  com- 
manding officer.) 

Should  tlie  removal  of  the  troops  to  some  more  healthful  situation  be 
delayed  any  longer,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  will  be  the  result.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  recommend  an  immediate  abandonment  of  the  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  WEIGHTMAN, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

Captain  J.  Dimmick, 

Commanding. 

P.  S. — Dr.  Leavenworth  concurs  in  the  above  statement. 


Tallahassk£,  July  5,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25th  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  and  extracts  of  letters  from  General  Scoit, 
containing  suggestions  relative  to  the  preparations  that  will  be  necessary 
for  conducting  the  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians  during  the 
next  autumn. 

I  am  disposed  to  pay  every  respect  to  the  opinions  of  this  experienced 
general ;  but  if  the  Tennessee  volunteers  should  arrive  within  the  time  con- 
templated, I  shall,  under  the  permission  of  the  department,  march  imme- 
diately into  the  enemy's  country.  My  plan  of  operations  is  to  transport 
the  infantry,  in  steamboats,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie,  where  they 
will  embark  with  their  baggage  and  stores  in  fortified  boats,  and  ascend  to 
the  rapids,  where  they  will  land  and  unite  with  the  horsemen,  witliin  ten 
or  fifteen  miles  of  tlie  Indian  settlements. 

This  approach  will  be  entirely  unexpected.  The  boats  may  ascend  at 
Bight,  to  avoid  discovery  ;  and  by  a  rapid  march  we  may  surprise  and  cap- 
ture a  part  of  the  enemy.  From  all  1  can  learn  on  this  subject,  I  feel  great 
confidence  that  the  barges  may  be  forced  over  the  rapids ;  after  which,  they 
tuay  ascend  nearly  to  the  point  where  General  Scott  proposes  to  establish 
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his  second  depot  on  the  river.  For  the  purpose  of  mana^ngr  these  barges, 
which  will  be  well  fortified,  I  have  to  request  that  250  or  300  seamen  and 
marines,  with  competent  officers,  may  be  furnished  from  the  squadron  on 
this  stiition. 

This  force,  while  conducting  our  supplies  up  the  river,  will  not  ooly 
afford  us,  at  all  times,  the  means  of  crossing  from  one  side  to  the  other,  bat 
will  be  suffic-.ient  to  defeat  any  small  parties  of  Indians  that  may  be  found 
on  the  islands,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

By  executing  this  plan  of  operations,  I  believe  in  fifteen  day?  the  strong- 
hold on  the  Withlacoochie  may  be  broken  up,  and  the  enemy  entirely  root- 
ed. This  will  relieve  our  frontier  from  their  troublesome  visits.  After 
which,  should  we  find  the  warmth  of  the  season  too  oppressive,  we  maf 
retire  to  a  healthy  position  on  the  sea-board,  within  the  enemy's  couotrr, 
and  rest  as  long  as  may  be  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  L.  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahasseb,  July  5,  1836. 

Sir  :  In  assuming  command  of  the  troops  stationed  in  Florida,  I  T^ 
quired,  in  general  orders,  returns  of  the  strength  of  the  difTerent  garrisoos 
to  be  imm^iately  made. 

Those  returns  have  been  yet  but  partially  received,  but  they  show  t 
great  want  of  officers  at  almost  every  post.  Fort  Drane  is  garrisoned  by 
six  companies,  and  a  detachment  amounting  in  the  aggreorate  to  289,  and 
there  an*  but  one  captain  and  four  lieutenants  present ;  while  there  are  four 
captains  and  sixteen  lieutenants  absent.  Of  the  seven  officers  present,  four 
are  on  the  sick  report. 

I  have  respectfully  to  request,  sir,  that  the  officers  belonpng  to  the  Flofi- 
da  army,  so  far  as  their  services  may  be  dispensed  with  elsewhere,  may  be 
ordered  immediately  to  join  their  respective  commands. 

So  far  as  I  am  informed,  there  is  at  this  time  no  officer  of  the  regular 
forces  in  Florida,  of  a  laigher  rank  than  a  brevet  major. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  L.  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  July  7, 1836. 
Sir  :  Within  the  last  few  days  several  scooting  parties  of  Indians  ban 
appeared  on  the  west  side  of  the  Su wanee  river,  and  at  three  diflR^rent  tioM 
persons  have  been  fired  on  when  travelling  the  road  where  the  coaotryii 
thinly  populated.  One  man  has  been  killed,  and  one  wounded.  A  ptftf 
of  horsemen  were  near  one  of  the  scenes  of  violence,  and  gave  imroedim 
pursuit ;  but  a  heavy  shower  of  rain  which  fell  soon  after  so  oom|)ieleif 
obliterated  their  tracks  that  it  became  impossible  to  follow  theoL    I  hM 


61  [278] 

Bent  several  detachments  6[  horsemen  in  pursuit,  and  I  hope  they  may  yet 
overtake  and  destroy  the  Indians. 

I  have  just  received  inteihgence,  by  express,  of  a  successful  scout  made 
by  Colonel  John  Warren,  of  the  East  Florida  volunteers,  on  the  morning^ 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  mounted  men  ;  he  struck 
the  trail  of  a  party  of  Indians  about  sunrise,  which  he  pursued  until  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  he  overtook  them  at  a  place  where  they  hod  halted. 
A  charge  was  made  upon  them ;  seven  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the 
eighth  escaped  into  an  adjoinin)^  hammock;  but,  from  the  quantity  of  blood 
found  on  his  trail,  it  is  believed  he  was  mortally  wounded.  Not  one  of  our 
men  received  the  slightest  injury. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectluliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

R-  K.  CALL. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  Jtili/  15,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  enclo5e,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  a  copy  of  a 
^neral  order  issued  by  Major  General  Scott,  on  the  2d  instant,  from  which 
U  appears  that  the  Tennessee  volunteers  ordered  to  Florida,  though  raised 
imder  an  act  of  Confess  requiring  them  to  serve  during  the  period  of  six 
or  twelve  months,  are  ordered  by  the  late  commanding  general  to  be 
mustered  into  service  for  three  months  only,  unless  sooner  d'ascharfi^ed* 
This  measure  1  have  deemed  so  entirely  contrary  to  the  policy  and  intei>« 
tion  of  the  Government,  that  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  bring  it 
to  your  notice,  in  order  that,  if  it  be  not  approved,  the  most  prompt 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  evils  which  may  be  anticipated 
firom  such  a  cause.  If  the  term  of  service  of  these  troops  shall  be  limited 
to  three  mouths,  one  third  of  the  time  almost  will  expire  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  and  the  residue  may  not  be  sufficient  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  July  21,  1836. 

Sir  :  t  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  official  report 
of  Captain  Lee,  relative  to  the  engagement  with  the  Indians  near  Mica* 
nopy,  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last.  Captain  Lee  explains  sufiicienily  the 
leasoQ  why  this  report  is  now  made,  and  why  it  was  not  made  at  an  earlier 
period.  The  gallant  Major  Heileman  was  breveted  for  his  conduct  on  that 
occasion,  but  unfortunately  did  not  live  to  receive  the  intelligence  of  this 
acknowledgment  of  his  worth.  It  appears  to  me,  both  from  the  report  of 
Major  Heileman  and  Captain  Iiee,  that  the  latter  officer  and  the  two  survi- 
ving lieutenants,  who  acted  under  his  orders,  are  equally  entitled  to  this 
distinction ;  I  would  therefore  respectfully  sugi^est  the  propriety,  as  well 
m  the  justice,  of  conferring  brevets  on  Captain  Lee,  Lieutenant  Humphreye, 
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and  Lieutenant  Tulcott,  for  the  grallantry  and  bravery  with  which  the: 
fought  on  that  occasion.  This  just  reward  for  their  services  would  havei 
happy  elSect  on  the  future  operations  of  the  array. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  K.  CALL, 
Governor  and  Comfnander-in-chiMf, 
The  Hon.  Sbcabtart  of  War. 


Fort  Defiance, 
Mican^py,  E.  F.,  July  12,  1836l 

Sir:  On  the  day  following  the  engagfement  near  this  place  withth 
Indians,  on  the  9th  of  June  last,  Major  Heiieman  made  a  hasty  and  imperfKC 
report  of  the  event  to  Brig.  Gen.  Eustis,  who  at  that  time  comaiauded  ths 
troops  in  Florida,  in  which  he  merely  gave  a  general  outline  of  the  occur- 
rences of  the  morning,  stating  to  me  at  the  time,  that,  as  soon  as  the  stile  ot 
my  wounds  would  allow  me  to  give  him  a  special  account  of  my  knowled^ 
of  the  affair,  he  should  make  a  detailed  report  of  it,  based  upon  the  repre^ 
sentations  of  Lieutenants  Wheelock  and  Humphreys  and  myself.  Witiiii 
three  or  four  days  afterwards  Major  Heiieman  was  attacked  with  a  senre 
illness,  that  terminated  in  his  death ;  which  sadden  and  lamented  eveoK  hi 
deprived  the  army  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  officers,  at  a  time,  too,  wbea 
our  country  could  ill  afford  to  lose  the  services  of  such  an  accomplidNd 
and  ffallant  officer. 

The  death  of  Major  Heiieman  devolves  upon  ncio  the  dnty  of  giviogyoo 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  occurrences  of  the  engagement.  In  perfonnitf 
Ibis  duty,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  plain  relation  of  facts,  leaving  it  li 
3rou  to  draw  such  conclusions  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  sseom 
warrant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  June  last,  about  ten  o'clock,  the  eMOifi  ii 
krro  force,  having  shown  himself  about  three*qnarters  of  a  mile  fron  mi 
picketting.  in  an  easterly  direction,  the  troops  were  immediately  pinM 
under  arms,  and  orders  given  by  Major  Heiieman  to  Lieutenant  WbeelcNk; 
in  command  of  about  26  dragoons,  and  myself,  in  commaDd  of  19  men  of 
company  1, 3d  artillery,  and  a  brave  volunteer  teamster,  named  More  Bbck; 
to  make  a  sortie  and  attack  him.  Being  the  senior  c^cer,  I  was  dnreoBd 
to  take  command,  and,  having  received  Major  Heiieman'^  final  ordeis,  I  ia- 
structed  Lieutenant  Wheelock  in  what  manner  to  approach  and  assail  tbe 
enemy.  I  then  proceeded  with  my  immediate  command,  by  a  rooie  eoi- 
cealed  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  marchmg  about  bill 
a  mile  obliquely  to  the  right,  to  the  point  of  a  small  hammock,  near  the 
TuseawiUa  lake,  unexpectedly  found  that  the  opposite  extremity  of  te 
hammock^  about  300  yards  from  my  position,  was  occupied  by  a  large  boJf 
of  Indians.  Just  at  this  time  Lieutenant  Hamphre]^,  who  had  beaaoidr 
ed  out  by  Major  Heiieman  subsequently  to  my  leaving  the  piekelii  i 
with  a  detachment  of  25  men,  compMsd  of  detachmenta  from  eon 
D'Bod  C  of  the  ad  regiment  of  artillery.  I  ■  directed  him  to  laake  a 
to  the  left,  around  the  hammock ;  which  order  hepiomptly  ohemdi  i 
not  proceeded  more  than  S50  yards  before  he  nmnd  huanlf  in 
with  the  enemy's  left  The  dragoons,  led  on  by  dieir  intnpid  y 
eommander,  Lieutenant  Wheelock,  whose  untimely  death  we  hi 
been  called  upon  to  nlonin,  were  now  wannly  engaged  with  i 
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right,  charging  on  horseback,  and  delivering  their  fire  without  dismounting, 
the  Indians  retreating  before  them.  Having  delivered  their  first  fire,  they 
reloaded  on  tlieir  ground,  charged  and  fired  again,  and  so  on,  until  the  ene- 
my were  forced  into  the  Tuscawitta  hammock,  their  stronghold.  Mean- 
time Lieutenant  Humphreys  gallantly  charged  the  left,  the  enemy  keeping 
up  a  retreating  fire.  Lieutenant  Humphreys  made  several  efforts  to  bring 
tfaem  to  close  quarters,  but  in  vain  ;  they  having  the  advantage  in  celerity 
of  movements.  As  the  enemy  approached  the  hammock  in  retreating,  the 
length  of  his  front  was  ncicessarily  diminished,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
dififerent  detachments  of  our  troops  were  brought  nearer  together.  Lieu- 
tenant Humphreys  at  this  time  observed  one  or  two  attempts  to  outflank  our 
left,  which  he  as  often  defeated  by  a  prompt  and  judicious  movement  in 
that  direction. 

Having  given  Lieutenant  Humphrej^s  his  orders,  I  proceeded  to  enter  the 
hammock,  moving  in  au  oblique  direction  towards  the  rear  of  the  enemy. 
The  trees  being  sparse,  and  the  underwood  not  sufficiently  thick,  in  many 
plaures,  to  conceal  my  men,  I  was  obliged  to  move  with  great  caution  and 
celerity.  I  soon  found  myself  in  the  enemy's  rear,  at  the  distance  of  about 
160  yards.  I  continued  to  move  on  until  I  reached  the  extreme  verge  of 
the  hammock,  being  at  that  time  about  20  paces  in  front  of  my  company. 
in  DOW  became  necessar\'  to  examine  more  particularly  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  in  order  to  attack  him  to  the  best  advantage.  1  therefore  crept  for- 
ward about  10  or  12  paces,  upon  a  small  knoU^  and  found  myself  in  full  view 
of  about  50  Indians,  as  many  more  being  concealed  behind  the  brow  of  a 
■mall  hill,  the  nearest  about  20,  and  the  farthest  about  40  yards  off.  Their 
backs  were  towards  me,  and  they  were  eagerly  and  intently  observing  the 
movements  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Wheeiock  and  Hum- 
phreys.  The  dragoons,  under  Lieutenant  Wheeiock,  having  a  few  moments 
previously  become  warmly  engaged,  1  remained  seveml  seconds  in  this 
position,  my  men  still  advancing;  during  which  time  I  observed  two  Indians, 
whom  1  supposed  to  be  chiefs,  from  their  earnest  conversation  and  gestures, 
■^  which  induced  me  to  believe  that  they  intended  to  make  a  movement  to  the 
^  Tear  of  Lieutenants  Humphreys  and  Wheeiock,  from  whom  they  were  as 
"^  yet  entirely  concealed.  My  men  had  now  arrived  at  the  verge  of  the  ham- 
-'  mock,  and  I  only  required  five  paces  more  to  enable  me  to  pour  a  volley 
^  amongst  them,  before  their  knowing  of  my  presence,  when  wc  were  unfor- 
' '  tonately  discovered.  Being  in  advance  of  my  men,  and  on  elevated  ground, 
J  and  my  dress  being  somewhat  conspicuons,  I  soon  became  a  general  mark. 
'  Instantly  [  gave  the  command  to  charge,  raised  my  rifle,  and  flashed  it  at 
one  of  the  supposed  chiefs.  The  scene  of  panic  and  confusion  which  en- 
'  sued  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  baffles  all  description.  Some  fired  at  me 
J  without  taking  aim,  some  fled  without  firing  at  all,  and  some  took  to  trees. 
^  My  company  was  now  clear  of  the  bushes  and  charging  handsomely,  throw- 
r  ing  in  shots  whenever  a  good  opportunity  ofhied ;  myself  leading  about  12 
V  paces  in  advance.  I  had  proceeded  only  a  few  steps,  when  I  felt  a  terrible 
i  ooncussion  against  my  shoulder,  a  great  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  was 
3^  aeixed  with  bleeding  at  the  mouth.  I  found  that  I  was  badly  wounded, 
!?  but,  having  strengtn  to  keep  my  feet,  determined  to  lead  the  charge  as  long 
^  as  I  could  stand.  I  turned  to  my  men,  observed  to  them  that  I  was  wound- 
^  ed,  and  ordered  them  to  push  ahead.  I  had  scarcely  resumed  my  post, 
^  and  advanced  three  or  four  paces,  when  I  was  brought  to  the  ground,  by  a 
^  severe  wound  through  the  thigh,  given  by  an  Inaian  who  was  about  20 
^    yards  distant,  behind' a  tree.    Sergeant  Hall,  my  oiderly  seifieaot,  came  and 


^ 
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asked  whether  he  should  have  me  carried  from  the  field.  I  told  him  tin; 
to  charge  with  every  mnn.  It  was  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  order.  Titt 
men  sprung  forward  at  the  word.  As  the  rear  of  the  company  was  alx)ut 
passing  me,  one  of  my  sergeants  and  several  of  my  men  caoie  and  luvi-i 
me  to  be  removed  to  a  safer  place.  1  ordered  them  to  leave  me  where  1 
was,  and  charge.  One  of  them  asked  me  to  lend  hini  my  rifle,  and  in  a 
moment  more  I  found  myself  alone.  Having  remained  in  this  situuiion 
upwards  of  an  hour,  and  the  battle  being  over,  my  orderly  sergeant,  wiih 
several  men,  returned,  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  entirely  driven 
off  and  silenced.  The  remainder  of  the  company,  under  Sergeant  Beniien. 
moved  to  the  left  and  joined  Lieutenant  Humphreys.  Lieuteoant  Wheelocic 
and  his  command  were  the  first  to  get  into  the  action ;  my  company  was  tlie 
next,  and  Lieutenant  Humphreys  and  his  command  were  engaged  imme- 
diately afterwards.  Not  more  than  five  or  six  minutes  elapsed  after  the 
first  fire  upon  the  dragoons,  before  all  three  of  our  detachments  encountered 
the  enemy-  As  soon  as  the  action  became  general.  Major  Heilemau  left  the 
pickets  with  a  six-pounder  field-piece,  and  advanced  rapidly  towards  the 
scene  of  action  ;  but  when  he  had  nearly  arrived  within  reach  of  the  enemv, 
some  person  reported  to  him  that  a  body  of  Indians  were  moving  towards 
the  rear  of  the  pickets.  Apprehending  an  attack  in  that  direction,  and  there 
being  but  a  few  teamsters  and  citizens,  besides  the  sick,  left  within  the 
work,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Talcott,  Megor  Heileman  deemed 
it  necessary  immediately  to  return  to  the  pickets  with  the  gun  ;  but,  findin; 
on  his  arrival  that  the  alarm  was  false,  he  directed  Lieutenant  Talcou  to 
proceed  at  full  speed  with  the  field  piece,  to  where  the  troops  were  still  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy.  This  order  was  promptly  obeyed  by  LientenauC 
Talcott,  who  arrived  on  the  field  just  in  time  to  render  good  service  in 
finally  silencing  the  fire  of  the  retreating  enemy,  who,  after  a  few  well- 
directed  shots  trom  the  artillery,  sought  shelter  in  an  extensive  and  deuse 
hammock,  about  two  miles  from  the  pickets,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
from  where  the  battle  first  began. 

The  engagement  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  The  Indian  force 
is  supposed  lo  have  been  at  least  250.  Ours,  you  will  observe,  amounted 
to  but  70  nieti,  exclusive  of  those  with  the  field-piece,  which  arrived  upon 
the  field  just  at  the  close  of  the  action. 

Three  of  our  men  were  severely  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died, 
and  another  has  lost  an  arm.  Three  others  are  slightly  wounded.  Of  the 
officers,  I  was  the  only  one  injured,  having  received  two  severe  wounds— 
one  in  my  left  shoulder,  and  one  through  iny  left  thigh.  The  enemy,  it  ii 
believed,  suffered  severely,  but  to  what  extent  cannot  be  ascerlaiiied,  tt 
those  disabled  by  our  fire  were  borne  off  by  their  retreating  comrades. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  expressing  in  this  public 
manner,  at  the  unanimous  request  of  the  officers  present,  the  high  seme 
entertained  by  us  of  the  unremitted  exertions  of  Mr.  George  Q.'nter,a 
citieen  of  this  place,  in  rendering  every  assistance  in  his  power,  both  to  tlH 
wounded  and  the  well  among  our  troo|)s,  not  only  on  the  day  ot  our  eiigii|»' 
menl  with  the  enemy,  but  at  all  times.  I  cannot  too  highly  appiaiM  hii 
generous  and  disinterested  conduct. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EL  o.  LEEy 
Brevei  Captain  3d  ANiUerf. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Gall, 

CommondcrAiircki^  Arany  oj  FlorUa^ 
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Tallahassee,  July  25,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  one  to  General  Jesup  of  the  same  date. 
The  friendly  Indians  you  mention,  would  be  of  great  service  to  me  ;  and  I 
have  written  to  Qeneral  Jesup,  requesting  liim  to  send  them  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

Very  respecthilly^  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CAi.L. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  July  31,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  Co  send  yoa,  herewith,  the  copies  of  three  letters ; 
the  one  from  Lieutenant  Maitland  giving  the  particulars  of  an  attack  on 
<he  escort  while  removing  the  quartermaster  and  other  stores  from  Fort 
Drane.  A  copy  of  the  order  for  its  abandonment  is  also  enclosed,  which, 
with  the  copy  of  Captain  iVIerchant's  letter,  will  show  you  the  necessity  of 
fbis  movement.  There  was  no  reason  why  this  particular  post  should  be 
maintained)  more  than  wouki  apply  to  any  in  its  vicinity,  or  in  the  enemy's 
emintry.  There  was  little  else  than  the  public  stores  to  be  protected,  the 
€ii6my  beinff  in  full  possession  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  new  post, 
after  the  sick  have  recovered,  can  be  maintained  by  a  smaller  force  tbioi 
oecupies  both  at  present.  I  have  ordered  a  sufficient  reinforcement  to  pro- 
tect the  movement.  Captain  Gardner's  letter  will  show  you  the  necessity 
of  keeping  open  the  communication  between  Miconopy  and  Carey's  Ferry, 
and  the  difficulties  attending  it,  with  his  limited  force.  A  report  from  Col. 
OranO)  the  officer  in  command  at  St.  Augustine,  shows  the  mounted  com- 

Eanies  at  Su  Augustine  are  unfit  for  service,  on  account  of  sickness.  I 
ave  ordered  him^  in  case  of  its  continuance,  to  dismount  them,  and  turn 
over  tile  horses  to  the  quartermaster,  to  be  put  in  order  for  the  summer 
campaign.  I  have  ordered  a  levy  of  one-fourth  of  the  number  able  to 
bear  arms  in  the  Territory;  this,  in  addition  to  the  regular  force  and  voitin- 
teers  now  on  duty,  will  not  prove  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  so  rfefence- 
less  and  extensive  a  frontier.  Depredations  are  committed  by  small  parties 
of  the  enemy  almost  weekly,  and  within  26  or  30  miles  of  this  place.  The 
force  equal  to  prevent  them,  in  the  present  worn  out  state  and  scanty  num- 
bers of  the  militia,  would,  I  am  fully  perscraded,  be  equal  to  attacking  them 
and  beating  them  in  their  own  fastnesses.  1  have  written  to  Brigadier 
General  Armstrong,  now  commanding  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  encamped 
near  Montgomery,  making  known  my  intention  of  marching,  if  his  com- 
mand or  a  similar  force  should  join  me.  I  have  reason  to  believe  the 
Tennessee  volunteers  will  come;  they  are  only  detained  by  a  dread  of 
fbe  climate,  which  I  think  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  would  remove. 
It  appears,  by  reports  received  here,  that  the  disaffected  Creeks  are  crossing 
i»  \nfge  numbers ;  one  force,  said  to  be  500  strong,  has  been  attacked  twice 
bjr  the  volunteers  of  Georgia,  and  repulsed  each  time.  They  are  now  pot- 
med  by  General  Sandford,  whose  force  I  shaill  augment  150  men,  should 
be  bring  them  to  a  halt  en  the  routs;  this  being  my  greatest  disposabie 
force.  The  present  position  of  the  force  in  Alabama  and  Georgia  is  &vor« 
aUe  to  the  escape  of  the  Ct^eks,  and  we  may  expect  the  number  to  increase. 
5 


[  278  ]  66 

Some  small  parties  have  preceded  this  one ;  ihey  have  been  successfoy.; 
met,  and  but  few  escaped. 

I  had  the  honor,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  request  that  250  or  300  sailoR 
and  marines  should  be  sent  to  assist  in  getting  the  barges  up  tlie  Withla 
coochic  river.  If  the  order  be  not  already  issued,  I  would  be  extremely 
glad  that  it  be  done,  and  that  one  or  two  of  the  United  States  revenue  cu^ 
ters  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  St.  Mark's. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL,  Governor  of  Florida. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


Copies  of  the  documetits  referred  to  in  Governor  CalTs  letter  of  the  3\st 
Jult/j  1830,  addressed  to  (he  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Defiance, 
Alicanopy,  East  Floridoj  July  19,  1836, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  to  evacuate  tlie  post  at  Fort 
Drane,  if  the  commanding  officer,  in  exercising  a  sound  discretion,  should 
deem  it  necessary,  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  cooamandiug  offictr. 
Captain  Merchant,  of  the  2d  regiment  artillery,  in  consequence  of  the  largv 
and  increasing  sick  report,  determined  to  remove  the  troops  to  tiiis  plac«. 
The  movement  conmienced  this  day  at  8  o'clock,  consisting  of  22  wagons 
loaded  with  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores,  with  an  escort  ot  a  de- 
tachment of  26  dragoons  of  the  2d  regiment,  under  the  command  ot  Cap- 
tain Ashby,  and  36  men,  detailed  from  the  different  artillery  companies  &t 
the  post;  also,a  5^-inch  howitzer,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Whitefey, 
2d  artillery,  making  a  force  of  62  men.  On  our  arrival  at  Wi  li-ka  pond, 
within  one  mile  of  this  place,  the  discharge  of  several  rifles  apprized  us  ot 
4he  presence  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Ashby  immediately  went  with  his 
^dragoons  in  the  direction  from  which  the  £re  was  delivered,  and  scoured 
•the  neighboring  hammocks,  without  finding  the  enemy.  It  is  proper  (» 
.state,  here,  that  in  the  first  fire,  private  Holmes,  of  the  dragoons,  was  severdf 
wounded  in  the  abdomen,  (since  dead.)  Proceeding  on  our  route,  opposae 
a  long  hammock,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Micanopy,  we  were  attacked 
by  a  large  body  of  Indians,  estimated,  from  what  we  saw  of  them,  and 
from  their  firing,  to  be  260  strong.  The  firing  commenced  near  the  frout. 
and  on  the  right  of  the  train,  and  was  continued  through  its  whole  leujitk 
a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  men  returned  the  fire  with  spirit  and  prompineff. 
During  the  engagement,  Captain  Ashby,  (who,  I  regret  to  say,  was,  sooi 
after  the  commencement  of  it,  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to  leave  ibi 
field  until  loss  of  blood  compelled  him,)  finding  the  enemy  in  ip-eat  streogA, 
and  pressing  on  us,  despatched  a  dragoon  to  this  place  for  a  reinforoemBflt 
On  his  way,  he  met  two  detachments,  under  Lieutenants  Temple  9d 
Talcott,  31  strong,  on  their  march  to  assist  us.    They  arrived  at  an  ai- 

Eortant  moment,  and  did  us  good  service.  Lieutenant  Teiiq>le  reached  a^ 
aving  scoured,  on  his  approach,  a  point  of  hammock  from  which  tft 
enemy  had  very  much  annoyed  us.  As  soon  as  Lieutenant  Temple  and lii 
command  had  taken  their  position  in  line.  Captain  Ashby  ordered  a  dbup 
in  the  hammock ;  which  was  instantly  executed|  and  the  Indians  diiitt 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  fire.  During  this  time,  Lieutenant  Talcott «» 
actively  employed  in  removing  the  wagons  in  their  direction  to  this  phce. 
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Of  the  good  conduct  and  courage  of  the  troops,  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  every  man  did  his  duty.  My  gallant  commander,  Captain  Ashby, 
distinguished  himself  by  his  couragiB  and  activity,  and  did  not  leave  the 
field,  after  having  received  a  severe  wound,  until  feebleness  from  loss  of 
blood  made  it  absolutely  necessary. 

First  Lieutenant  Temple,  3d  artillery,  rendered  the  most  essential  ser- 
vice, by  his  timely  arrival  from  Fort  Defiance,  and  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  he  charged  the  hammock.  Lieutenant  Whiteley,  who  had  charge  of 
ihe  howitzer,  served  it  in  the  most  efficient  manner ;  and,  from  his  prominent 
position,  was  a  mark  for  the  enemy,  which  drew  a  sharp  fire  on  him,  and 
disabled  several  of  his  men.  I  regret  to  say  Assistant  Surgeon  Weighttnan 
received  a  severe  wound  in  his  left  thigh.  Sergeants  Smith,  Johnson,  of 
(D  company)  2d  dragoons  ;  Smith,  (F,)  1st  artillery  ;  Hall,  (I,)  3d  artillery; 
Peterson,  (I,)  3d  artillery ;  Brydon,  (H,)  3d  artillery;  all  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  courage  and  good  conduct  in  discharging  the  several  duties 
that  devolved  on  them. 

Report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Wilika^  East  Florida^ 

l^th  of  Juiy,  1836. 

Mortally  wounded,    6    2  since  dead. 

Severely,     .    .    -    6  ^ 

Slightly  .    ,    .    .  Jl  0^'^'-^ 

Total  -   -  .  n  %&;  iv 

Prom  our  well-directed  fire,  we  no  doubt  killed  and  wounded  many  of 
the  enemy,  but,  as  is  usual,  they  carried  them  off  to  the  dense  hammock  to 
which  they  retreated.  We  had  three  horses  killed  on  the  field  and  several 
severely  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  MAITLA^D, 
15/  Lieutenant  commanding* 
General  R.  K.  Call, 

Cofnmanding  U.  S,  troops  in  Florida. 


Port  Drake,  Florida,  July  19,  1836. 

Sir:  On  yesterday  I  reported  to  you  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the 
post  would  be  abandoned,  and  the  troops  be  stationed  at  Micanopy.  The 
movemeot  was  commenced  this  morning ;  the  whole  baggage-train,  loaded 
with  a  part  of  the  stores,  escorted  by  a  detachment  of  eighty  men,  (about 
thirty  of  whom  were  mounted,)  with  a  5^-iDch  howitzer  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Ashby.  I  have  been  informed  by  the  express  from  Mi- 
cauopy  that  an  attack  was  made  on  them  about  half  a  mile  on  this  side  of 
Ibat  post,  by  about  from  180  to  200  Indians ;  that  several  men  (eight  or  nine) 
and  two  officers  (Cuptaiu  Ashby  of  the  dragoons,  and  Doctor  Weightman) 
were  severely  wounded.  This  occurrence  shows  that  the  troops  cannot  be 
removed, or  the  post  supplied  with  stores,  unless  we  have  assistance  fromsome 
quarter.  It  is  necessary  that  the  troops  be  removed  as  soon  as  practicable ; 
1  must,  therefore,  request  that  you  cause  such  assistance  to  be  ^iven  as 
may  enable  us  to  remove  our  sick  (and  the  number  is  not  small,  being  four 
officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  men)  to  a  healitv^  ^\\.\iTi\i^\x^^sA 


General  R.  K.  Call, 

Commanding  troops  in  Florida, 


General  Order.  /  Heaix 

No.  2.  '  \  Tallahasse 

The  commander-in-chief,  with  deep  regret,  annouuces 
tioned  in  Florida  the  death  of  Major  J.  F.  HeilemaOr 
officer  at  Fort  Drane.  The  loss  of  this  valuable  officer  in 
perienced  by  the  whole  army.  In  consequence  of  the  iinl 
Drane,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  surgeon  and  othei 
immediately  abandoned,  the  senior  officer  now  stationed 
will  repair  immediately  to  that  post  and  assume  the  eomn 
ill  health  of  the  garrison  continue  in  its  present  distressing 
cause  a  reconnoissance  to  be  made  ot  the  neighboring  eouu 
selecting  a  more  favorable  position,  to  which  the  garrison 
may  be  removed.  From  the  difficulty  of  removing  the 
public  property  at  that  place,  it  is  important  that  the  neare 
ing  good  health  should  be  selected.  The  garrison,  enl 
may  not  be  able,  in  its  present  condition,  to  erect  another  fo 
great  hazard,  both  from  fatigue  and  exposure  as  well  as  fi 
the  enemy.  Should  the  commanding  officer  entertain  thi 
cause  a  sufficient  reinforcement  to  be  drawn  from  St.  Aug 
posts  from  which  troops  may  be  spared,  to  enable  him  to 
in  his  position  with  safety  to  the  garrison  and  pubHc  sto 
formance  of  this  duty,  the  commanding  officer  will  exerci 
tion,  bearing  in  mind,  at  the  same  time,  that  his  remova 
in  the  presence  of  an  active  and  watchful  enemy,  ever  re 
self  of  any  want  of  vigilance  on  our  part. 

The  new  position  which  noav  be  assumed  will  be  onl 
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appcars'thnt  there  ate  but  one  captain  and  six  lieutenants  present,  while  there 
are  four  captains  and  sixteen  lieutenants  absent :  four  of  the  ofiScers  present 
ore  on  the  sick  report,  leaving  but  three  to  perform  the  arduous  and  respon- 
sible duties  of  the  post.  If  any  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  post  and 
in  the  Territory,  and  the  services  in  which  they  are  erigaged  can  be  dis- 
pensed  with,  they  will  be  ordered  to  join  their  respective  commands  without 
delay.  If  they  are  abroad,  the  commanding  officer  is  requested  to  state 
whether  they  are  on  furlough  or  special  duty,  that  the  proper  measures 
may  be  taken  to  secure  their  attendance.  If  the  services  of  Lieutenant 
Clark,  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Drane,  can  be  dispensed  with, 
the  commanding  officer  will  order  him  to  Black  creek,  to  take  charge  of  the 
public  property  at  that  place. 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Command er-in-chief  of  the  troops  in  Florida, 


Garry's  Perry,  Florida,  July  22,  1836. 

Sir:  Early  on  yesterday  morning  1  despatched  an  express  on  the  way 
to  St.  Augustine  with  a  communication  to  Major  Kirby,  from  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Micanopy,  calling  on  him  for  two  companies  of  mounted  men 
to  assist  in  repressing  the  large  Indian  force  with  whom  the  action  of  the 
19th  occurred,  and  to  keep  open  the  communication  with  Fort  Drane  ;  I  sup- 
pose these  two  companies  are  on  their  march  thither. 

By  a  note  from  Captain  Merchant,  at  Fort  Drane,  just  received,  as  well  as 
by  another  from  Micanopy,  received  yesterday,  I  am  admonished  of  the  proba- 
bility of  an  attack  on  this  place:  in  confirmation  of  which,  a  force  of  sometfirty 
Indians  was,  I  am  informed,  discovered  to  day  within  some  eight  miles  of  this 
place,  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  Our  force  is  only  about  eighty  men,  of 
whom  • — teen  are  now  absent  on  a  scouting  party.  No  tidings  yet  of  Captain 
Childs's  company,  and,  considering  the  prevalence  of  southerly  winds  at  this 
season,  and  the  g^reat  distance  of  the  station  from  which  he  is  ordered,  it  is, 
I  think,  doubtful  whether  he  arrives  during  this  month. 

In  the  present  reduced  state  of  the  garrisons  in  this  quarter,  invested,  as 
they  all  are  in  some  sort,  by  large  Indian  forces,  it  is  getting  to  be  doubtful 
whether  the  necessary  communication  can  be  maintained ;  and,  assuredly, 
a  less  force  than  two  hundred  men  (one  third  mounted)  would  not,  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  a  sufficient  escort  to  the  large  convoys  from  this 
principal  depot. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GARDNER, 
Brevet  Major^  C09nmandiug', 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Cormnanding  in-chief^  Headquarters^  Tallahassee. 


Tallahassee,  Ausrust  12,  1830. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Capl.  Armstrong,  commanding  the  transport  schooner 
**  Motto,"  together  with  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  Commodore  Dal- 

♦  Indistinct. 
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las  and  Captain  Mix,  of  the  United  States  navy.  From  the  letter  of  Capi 
Armstrong,  we  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  intercourse  is  maintained 
between  the  hostile  Indians  of  Florida  and  the  Spanish  fishermen  and 
traders  on  the  coast,  and  that  many  of  the  negroes  taken  from  our  planters  by 
the  Indians  have  already  been  carried  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  This  is  as  eni 
which  I  anticipated,  and  on  tlie  26th  ol  May  1  addressed  a  letter  to  Coidido- 
dore  Dallas  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent)  requesting  that  cruij^ers  might 
be  employed  on  the  coast,  to  cutoff  all  communication  between  thelndiaDS 
and  Spanish  fishermen.  The  Commodore,  by  a  forced  construction  of  m/ 
request,  seems  to  have  regarded  it  as  an  order,  and  returned  no  no- 
swer  until  after  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  25th  June,  when  he  replied 
to  both  letters,  expressing  his  objections  (most  unnecessarily)  to  giving  him 
orders,  as  this  is  an  authority  which  I  never  thought  of  assuming;  aad 
the  enclosed  copies  of  my  letters,  I  think,  will  show  how  unfounded  his  ap- 
prehensions were  on  that  subject.  In  his  reply,  the  Commodore  appears  to  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  sufliciency  of  his  own  arrangements  to  efiecl  the 
•  object  1  had  in  view  ;  but  if  the  statement  of  Capt.  Armstrong  may  be  reUed 
on,  it  will  appear  his  plans,  so  far  as  they  have  been  executed,  were  eniirply 
unsuccessful.  I  have  again  to  request  that  two  of  the  revenue-  cutters  may  be 
placed  subject  to  my  orders.  I  find  it  indispensably  necessary  to  have  ves- 
sels at  my  command,  to  communicate  with  the  different  posts  on  the  sei- 
board ;  and  liitherto  I  have  been  unable  to  procure  them.  You  will  per- 
ceive, iroiij  my  letter  to  Commodore  Dallas,  that  I  requested  a  survey  lobe 
made  of  the  coast  and  inlets  between  the  Withlacoochie  and  Tampa  Bay; 
and,  from  his  letter  in  reply,  you  wj^ll  discover  that  he  enclosed  me  a  Mfer 
to  Captain  Mix,  of  the  "  Concord,''  ificn  at  the  latter  place,  to  be  sent  to  him 
as  I  might  find  an  opportunity.  I  addressed  Captain  Mix  on  the  subject,  is 
you  will  perceive  from  a  copy  of  my  letter  herewith  enclosed  ;  but  before  I 
could  succeed  in  sending  my  letter,  or  that  of  Commodore  Dallas,  the 
^'  Concord,"  I  understood,  had  sailed  from  Tampa  to  Pensacola;  and  lam 
not  advised  that  any  survey  has  yet  been  made.  The  importance  of  the 
survey  will  be  obvious  when  you  are  informed  that  there  are  several  inlets 
on  ihat  part  of  the  const,  which  are  said  to  extend  far  into  the  interior,  aixi 
which,  it  is  believed,  will,  when  properly  examined,  afford  great  facilities  in 
supplying  the  army  with  provisions,  when  acting  in  that  quarter.  I  hope 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  placing  at  least  two  of  the  cutters  at  my  disposal: 
the  "  Dexter"  is  now  at  Indian  Key,  and  should  be  ordered  to  remain  iu  the 
neighborhood  for  the  defence  of  that  place.  Captain  Armstrong  informed 
me,  verbally,  that  there  are  no  cruisers  between  New  river  and  Indian  Key, 
a  part  of  the  coast  where  it  is  most  probable  the  Indians  would  have  iuter- 
course  with  the  Spanish  traders.  If  an  intercourse  is  permitted  belwero 
them,  all  the  negroes  captured  or  seduced  from  our  plantations  will  find  i 
market  on  the  coast,  and  the  Indians  will  be  supplied,  in  return,  with  what- 
ever they  may  require.  From  the  letter  of  Captain  Armstrong,  it  appeal 
that  he  has  reported  the  result  of  his  cruise  to  Captain  Mix,  and  it  is  pro^ 
able  that  Commodore  Dallas  has  already  ordered  vessels  to  Cape  Sable  nrf 
New  river;  but  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  report  the  circumstaoco 
for  your  information. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

fL  K.  CALL 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Docnmmts  referred  tf^  in  Governor  CnlVs  letter  of  August  12,  1836,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Tallahassee,  May  26,  1836. 
Sir:  It  is  believed  that  the  Spanish  fishermen  on  the  coast  of  Florida 
are  favorable  to  the  Indians ;  and  it  is  apprehended  that  they  may,  unless 
prevented,  supply  them  with  ammunition,  and  transport  the  stores  captured 
from  our  planters  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  To  prevent  such  a  traffic,  I  have 
to  request  that  the  small  cruisers  under  your  command,  and  the  revenue- 
cutters,  may  be  constantly  employed  on  the  coast,  with  orders  to  cut  off  all 
eommnnications  between  the  Indians  and  foreis:ners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Commodore  Alexander  J.  Dallas, 

United  States  Navy, 


Tallahassee,  June  25,  1836.    * 

Sir  :  On  the  26th  of  May  I  made  a  request  of  you,  in  my  official  capacity, 
which  appears  to  have  received  no  attention  whatever.  Were  I  disposed 
k)  r^rard  etiquette  more  than  duty,  I  should  not  trouble  you  again  ;  but 
this  I  am  not  permitted  to  do,  under  my  instructions  from  the  War  De- 
partment, even  if  it  were  my  disposition.  1  have,  therefore,  to  reqiiest  that 
a  competent  officer  and  crew  may  be  ordered  from  the  squadron  under  your 
command,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  cofttt^etween  Tampa  Bay  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Withlacoochie  river.  This  survey  will  be  highly  important  in  the  con- 
templated expedition  against  the  Indians,  many  of  whom,  it  is  believed  are, 
on  the  rivers  and  inlets  on  that  part  of  the  coast,  of  which  we  have  so  little 
knowledge.  The  object  of  the  survey  is  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
ascending  those  inlets  and  rivers  with  boats  to  carry  supplies  to  the  army 
intended  to  operate  in  that  quarter.  The  vessel  employed  in  this  service 
should  be  one  of  light  draught,  and  well  supplied  with  boats  capable  of 
being  well  fortified.  If  a  suitable  one  can  be  chartered,  the  quartermaster 
will  be  instructed  to  pay  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Commodore  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Commnnding  West  India  Squadron. 


United  States  Frigate  Constellation, 

Pensacola  Bay,  July  2,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  has  been  duly  received,  as  was 
yours  of  the  26th  of  May.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  cavil,  or  in  any  manner 
to  place  obstacles  in  the  way  to  a  full  and  perfect  cooperation  of  the  naval 
force  under  my  command  with  any  force  that  may  be  engaged  with  the 
Seminole  Indians  or  others.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  moment  I  first  un- 
derstood the  critical  position  of  Florida,  I  was  the  first  to  tender  all  the  ser- 
vice within  the  power  of  my  command,  by  sending  men  and  officers  to 
Tampa  Bay;  and  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  May, 
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had  distributed  along  the  seaboard  of  Florida,  and  nortliem  coast  of  Cuk 
the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron,  with  directions  to  examine  and  pre^ 
vent  any  supplies  from  reaching  the  Indians,  or  any  properly  captured  by 
them  taken  from  the  Terrilory.     All  vessels  now  on  the  coast  have  simiia; 
instructions  up  to  the  present  moment.     I  flatter  myself  nothing  has  been 
neglected  or  left  undone  that  could  in  any  way  give  efiect  to  tlie  military 
force  in  Florida.     Tiiis  explanation  of  what  has  been  done  is  given,  not 
that  I  feel  in  the  least  called  upon  to  make  it,  but  out  of  courtesy  to  yoor 
station  as  Governor  of  Florida,  and  the  high  consideration  I  entertain  of 
you  as  a  gentleman.     Enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you  of  ibe 
13th  ultimo,  forwarded  to  you  by  mail,  and  which  covered  one  for  Geucnl 
Chnch. 

The  United  States  steamers  American  and  Major  Dade,  officered  and  man- 
ned and  fitted  out  from  tiie  squadron,  have  proceeded  to  the  Chaftahoochet 

The  ofllcers  commanding  these  are  directed  to  communicate  with  you. 
General  Jesup,  and  General  Clinch.  Another  boat  will  shortly  follow  the 
same  direction,  agreeably  to  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department.  Should 
the  necessity  of  the  continuance  on  that  river  be  obviated  by  a  termination 
of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks,  they  will  be  employed  on  any  part  of 
the  coast  of  Florida  where  their  services  may  be  most  available.  Enclosed 
are  copies  from  letters  of  Master  Commandant  Webb  and  Lieut.  Doagfatf, 
showing  that  a  partial  examination  of  the  mouth  of  the  Amaxura  has  beea 
made;  and  that  a  cutter  was  employed  cruising  in  February  and  March  Itfl 
l)etween  the  Anclote  Keys  and  Charlotte  harbor  for  the  purpose  of  iota- 
cepting  supplies  to  the  Indians,  &c.,  6cc. 

All  the  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron  are  now  at  sen,  except  tlus 
frigate. 

So  soon  as  a  suitable  one  can  be  procured,  your  wish  in  regard  U)  the 
survey  of  the  coast  from  Tampa  to  the  Amaxura,  or  Withlacoochie,  will 
meet  all  attention.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  direct  the  commander  of  the 
Concord,  now  at  Tampa,  to  send  an  expedition  with  a  proper  officer  in  boats 
on  that  service,  and  to  report  the  result  to  me,  and  will  forward  a  copy  of 
that  report  to  you.  I  enclose  you  a  letter  to  that  effect  to  Captain  Mix,  to 
be  forwarded,  as  no  opportunity  may  occur  from  this  place  for  a  long  time. 

I  must,  in  conclusion,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
communicate,  in  any  way  most  agreeable  to  yourself,  for  the  full  advance- 
ment of  the  objects  of  the  present  campaign,  and  in  every  manner  tender 
you  the  hearty  co  operation  of  the  forces  at  my  disposal ;  but  in  your  com- 
munications I  beg  that  your  suggestions  may  have  less  the  character  of  an 
order  than  those  heretofore  received.     Any  suggestion  of  yours,  however, 
will  meet  with  prompt  attention  from  me,  provided  a  compliance  with  them 
does  not  interfere  with  duties  more  important.     I  am  directed  to  communi- 
cate with  Major  General  Jesup,  the  Governor  of  Florida,  and  General  Cliach, 
which  has  been  done ;  and  from  each  and  every  one  1  shall  be  most  happy 
to  hear  and  receive  any  suggestion  that  may  tend  to  advance  the  views d 
either ;  but  not  having  been  placed  under  the  command  of  either,  and  haviof 
other  duties  equally  important  to  attend  to,  with  the  force  under  my  diiee- 
tion,  I  hope  that  the  etiquette  in  which  1  have  been  found  wanting  (POt 
intentionally)  may  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  any  communication  that  it  wf 
btxjome  necessary  to  make  to  me  as  commanding  officer  of  the  squadroi 
acting  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico.    The  orders  I  have  receired 
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s  shall  be  liberallV;  as  well  as  literally,  executed  ;  but  I  cannot  receive  orders 

I  from  aoy  one  but  the  head  of  the  department,  from  which  all  my  instructions 

r  are  derived,  and  under  whose  directions  I  am,  and  shall  continue  to  p.ct. 

^         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  consideration  and  respect,  your 

s  obedient  servant, 

:i  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

I         To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida, 

t  Tallahassee. 

J         A  true  copy : 

z]  CHARLES  MAPES, 

;g  P,  M.  United  States  Army. 


Tallahassee,  July  6,  18.36* 


^        Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Commo** 
^   dore  I>aUas  to  your  address,  which  I  have  just  received.    I  am  advised  that 
i(i    it  relates  to  the  survey  of  the  coast  between  Hillsborough  Bay  and  the 
^,   mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie.    This  survey  has  been  ordered  at  my  request, 
^^  and  is  intended  to  ascertain  the  security  or  insecurity  of  the  anchorage  at 
\^  the  mouths  of  the  bays  and  inlets  on  that  part  of  the  coast,  and  the  practi- 
^  eability  of  ascending  those  bays  and  inlets  with  barges,  for  the  purpose  of 
-jj  supplying  the  army  while  operating  in  that  part  of  the  country.    We  are 
^  already  informed  that  boats  drawing  three  feet  of  water  can  cross  the  bar 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Withlacoochie,  but  we  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
ji   with  the  anchorage  oflf  the  mouth  of  this  river.    It  is  expected  that  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  mouth  of  this  river  will  be  ready  to  move  in  steamboats  from 
,.    St.  Mark's  by  the  1st  of  August,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  information 
^     sought  for  may  be  obtained  by  that  time.     I  shall  endeavor  to  send  a  pilot 
^     with  this  communication,  who  will  attend  the  boats  you  may  order  to  make 
I     the  survey,  and  will  remain  to  bring  such  intelligence  as  you  may  please 
to  communicate  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Commander  M.  P.  Mix, 

TJ.  S,  ship  Concord^  Tampa  Bay. 


Tallahassee,  Florida,  Augtist\2^  1836. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  to  give  you,  in  writing,  the  cir- 
cumstances, related  to  you  verbally  this  morning,  which  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge during  a  cruise  in  the  United  States  transport  schooner  Motto  from 
Tampa  Bay  to  Florida  Key  and  Cape  Florida,  under  an  order  from  Captain 
Mix,  of  the  United  States  ship  Concord,  I  report  as  follows :  I  left  Tampa  Bay 
on  the  7th  July,  having,  in  addition  te  my  crew,  eighteen  men  under  Lieu- 
tenant Leib  and  Midshipman  Stanley.  Having  made  a  full  report  to  Captain 
Mix,  I  will  only  mention  a  few  particulars — that  is,  the  probability  of  the  In- 
dians receiving  supplies  from  the  Spaniards.  On  arriving  at  Knight's  Key, 
I  was  told  by  Captain  Ashby,  who  resides  there,  that  on  the  13th  a  large 
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Spanish  sloop  had  passed  through  Cape  Vacis  channel  direct  from  Cape  Sa- 
ble ;  and  as  it  is  out  of  the  route  of  vessels  except  for  that  purpose,  she  must 
have  been  to  the  cape  for  that  purpose.  On  arriving  at  Indian  Key,  1  was 
informed  by  Mr.  How,  the  inspector  of  the  customs,  that  a  large  armed 
schooner  had  arrived  at  the  Key  for  provisions ;  she  was  full  of  men  ;  that, 
on  going  off  to  board  her,  they  refused  to  let  him  come  alongside.  The  pilot 
of  one  of  the  wrecking- vessels,  who  piloted  her  from  Cape  Florida,  reported 
her  full  of  negroes,  apparently  not  ironed ;  and,  from  the  different  account 
of  the  captain,  who  stated  that  she  was  a  Spanish  Guineaman  chased  by  an 
English  cruiser,  and  had  run  off  to  the  Florida  coast,  (but,  from  her  having 
new  sails  and  copper,  she  could  not  have  been  from  the  coast  of  Africa,) 
they  must  have  been  Indian  negroes  taken  from  New  river,  as  she  had 
been  seen  off  New  river  for  several  days ;  but,  as  there  was  no  cutter  in 
the  vicinity,  they  were  unable  to  detain  her  or  board  her.  She  left  Indian 
Key  and  proceeded  to  sea.  We  left  Indian  Key  on  the  arrival  of  the  reve- 
nae-cutter  Dexter  for  the  wreck  of  the  Gil  Bias ;  destroyed  her ;  and,  on 
our  return  to  Cape  Florida,  found  the  light-house  on  fire,  burnt  by  the  In- 
dians; landed  and  rescued  Mr.  Thompson,  the  keeper,  from  the  top  ofit; 
returned  to  Key  West  and  Tampa  Bay ;  from  thence  to  St.  Mark's ;  and  b? 
your  order,  reported  to  the  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  United  Stat^ 
army. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  M.  ARMSTRONG, 

Master  of  U.  S.  transport  sc/iooner  Alollo, 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

CHARLES  MAPES, 
Pat/master  United  States  army. 


Tallahassee,  August  18,  1836. 
Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  mentioned  that  I  had  received  no 
report  of  the  survey  I  had  requested  Commodore  Dallas  to  have  made  of 
the  coast  between  Tampa  Bay  and  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie  river. 
It  is  proper  I  should  inform  you  that,  since  that  time,  I  have  received  a  let. 
ter  from  the  Commodore,  accompanied  with  a  chart  of  the  coast,  and  a  re- 
port of  the  officer  by  whom  it  was  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  September  5,  1836. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Hajor 
Pierce,  of  the  artillery,  giving  the  result  of  a  very  irallant  attack  madebf 
him  on  a  party  of  Indians  under  the  command  of  Powell.  The  condoet 
of  Major  Pierce,  and  that  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  le- 
fleets  on  them  the  highest  credit,  and  merits  the  respectful  consideration  of 
the  Government. 
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I  regret  exceedingly  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  the  death  of 
Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  of  the  duarterraaster's  Department :  he  died  at 
this  place  yesterday,  of  bilious  fever,  after  an  illness  of  about  ten  days. 
The  whole  army,  as  well  as  myself,  will  sustain  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of 
this  invaluable  officer. 

1  have  to  request,  sir,  that  another  officer  of  the  (luartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, provided  with  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  approaching  cam- 
paign, may  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  without  delay.  This  measure  be- 
comes the  more  necessary  as  the  Tennessee  volunteers  are  on  their  march, 
and  will  be  here  in  ten  days.  After  resting  themselves  and  horses  a  short 
time,  they  will  proceed  by  a  rapid  march  to  the  enemy's  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


1^  [Referred  to  in  the  precediDg  letter.  J 

"  MicANOPY,  August  21,  1836. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and, 
,  learning  that  there  were  Indians  lurking  about  Fort  Drane,  ten  miles  from 
]  this  post,  I  determined  to  make  an  expedition  against  them.  For  this  pur- 
pose, I  marched  at  two  o'clock  this  morning,  with  110  men  and  a  piece  of 
ordnance — fifty  men  commanded  by  Captain  Childs,  of  the  3d  artillery,  and 
Lieutenant  Spalding,  of  the  2d  dragoons  ;  fifty  men  by  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Ir- 
win and  Lieutenant  Herbert,  of  the  1st  artillery.  I  arrived  at  Fort  Dranc 
about  sunrise;  attacked  the  Indians,  who  proved  to  be  numerous,  (say  300 
Mickasukie  Indians,)  commanded  by  Powell.  Lieutenants  Irwin  and  Her- 
bert on  the  right ;  Captain  Childs  and  Lieutenant  Spalding  on  the  left;  the 
artillery  in  the  centre,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Pichell— all  attacked  them 
with  great  vigor  and  spirit ;  drove  them  three-quarters  of  a  mile  into  an 
extensive  hammock.  In  a  hurried  passage  over  the  field,  counted  ten  dead. 
This  engagement  was  well  conducted  by  the  Indians,  who  fought  with  de- 
termined bravery  for  more  than  an  hour.  The  recesses  to  which  they  re- 
tired could  not  be  penetrated  by  our  exhausted  and  inferior  force.  I  there- 
fore marched  the  detachment  back  to  Micanopy,  leaving  no  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  field.    Our  loss  was  one  killed  and  sixteen  wounded,  viz : 

Lieutenant  Betts  (my  adjutant)  wounded  slightly  in  the  ihigh^ 

Sergeants  Durtin,  (C.)  4th  artillery ;  Ayres,  (A,)  3d  artillery,  wounded  ; 

Corporals  McKnight,  (C,)  4lh  artillery  ;  North,  (I,)  3d  artillery ;  Dennis, 
(A,)  3d  artillery,  wounded ; 

Artificers  Shiffington,  (C,)  4th  artillery;  Sinclair,  (E,)  1st  artillery, 
wounded ; 

Musician  Alexander  Hin,  (G,)  1st  artillery,  wounded ; 

Privates  Shiehr,  (E,)  1st  artillery ;  Tual,  (A,)  3d  artillery  ;  Coppington, 
(C)  4lh  artillery  ;  Storey,  (A,)  3d  artillery;  Rifloiss,  (A,)  3d  artillery;  Ben- 
nett, (D,)  1st  artillery,  wounded— none  thought  dangerous; 

Wagon-master  Jackson,  severely  wounded. 

Killed  :  Sikes,  private,  (C,)  1st  artillery. 
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The  officers  of  my  command  were,  Captain  Childs,  3d  artillery  ;  lieu- 
tenant  Pichell,  4th  artillery ;  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Irwin,  1st  artillery ;  Lieuten- 
ant Spalding,  2d  dragoons ;  Lieutenant  Herbert,  1st  artillery;  Lieutenaot 
William  H.  Betts,  (adjutant,)  1st  artillery  ;  Surgeons  Tripler  and  Berry. 

The  officers  and  men  all  justified  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

I  deem  it  due  to  Captain  Childs  to  state  that  he  contemplated  the  same 
movement  previous  to  my  arrival,  and  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  train 
to  accomplish  his  purpose. 

Jackson,  a  wagon-master,  well  acquainted  with  the  localities  of  Fort 
Drane,  who  volunteered  his  services  as  a  guide  on  the  march,  and  acted  as 
a  soldier  in  the  engagenient,  was  brave  and  useful.  He  received  two  serere 
wounds,  lost  a  valuable  horse,  and  deserves  a  liberal  reward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  K.  PIERCE, 
Major  Jiriillefy, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Crane, 

St.  Augustine, 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

CHARLES  MAPES,  U.  S.  A., 
Aid'de  camp  to  Commander-in  chief. 


Tallahassee,  September  7,  1S36. 

Sir:  I  regret  very  much  to  inform  you  of  the  abandonment  of  Hicano- 
py,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crane.  I  deem  the  measure  as  injudicious  as  it  was 
utmecessary.  Micanopy  is  about  seventy-five  miles  in  advance  of  Carey's 
Ferry,  on  Black  creek,  and  within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the  principal  In- 
dian settlements.  It  answered  the  double  purpose  of  holding  the  enemy  la 
check,  and  as  a  depot  for  the  stores  required  for  the  army,  when  operating 
in  that  quarter.  For  some  time  past.  Colonel  Crane,  in  his  correspondence, 
has  frequently  alluded  to  the  abandonment  of  Micanopy  as  a  measure  that 
mi^ht  become  necessary,  and,  in  reply,  I  have  as  often  shown  my  disappro- 
bation of  the  measure.  Not  presuming  after  this  that  he  would  attempt  aR 
abandonment,  and  hearing  oi  the  approach  of  the  Tennesseans.  I  sent  an 
order  to  him,  by  express,  directinfir  him  to  place  as  large  a  quantity  of  sap- 
plies  as  possible  at  that  place  £3r  the  use  of  the  army ;  but  the  day  after  tbe 
departure  of  the  express,  I  received  intelligence  that  the  post  had  been 
abandoned.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  Indians  have  already  advanced  as 
high  up  the  country  as  Newnansville,  and  driven  off  all  the  stock  of  tbe 
inhabitants ;  and  but  for  the  timely  relief  which  we  may  expect  from  the 
Tennesseans,  the  whole  country  would  be  overrun. 

The  abandonment  of  Micanopy  will  greatly  retard  the  operations  of  tbe 
army.  Instead  of  having  a  supply  of  provisions  and  ammunition  withii 
forty  miles  of  the  enemy,  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  from  which  tbe 
army  might  have  marched  immediately  upon  the  enemy,  it  will  now  ban 
to  draw  its  resources  from  posts  one  hundred  miles  in  tbe  interior,  throogii 
a  country  completely  desolated  by  the  enemy.  Had  Colonel  Craoe  been  ii 
ofiicer  of  militia.  I  should  not  have  hesitated  a  moment  in  patting  bim  ul 
arrest.  But  as  my  command  of  the  regular  troops  is  temporary,  I  have 
called  on  him  to  report  the  reasons  by  which  he  was  induced  to  adopt  tbis 
extraordinary  measure,  and,  when  received,  I  shall  forward  it  with  my  cor- 
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rfsspondence  on  the  subject  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  and  Comfnander-in-chief. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cabs, 

Secretary  of  War* 

Tallahassee,  September  18, 1836. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  copies  of  my  last  letters  to 
General  Jesup  and  ComiiKxlore  Dallas,  which  will  explain  lo  you  tuUy  ray 
plans  for  conducting  the  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  Since  the  date 
of  those  letters,  I  have  bad  a  personal  interview  with  General  Jesup,  in 
which,  with  great  magnanimity,  he  declines  the  command  of  the  array  in 
Florida,  and  proposes  to  serve  under  my  authority  as  a  volunteer.  It  is 
gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  the  country  will  have  the  benefit  of  his  tal- 
ents and  experience,  even  though  he  declines  the  nominal  command  of  the 
army.  He  will  be  in  Florida  by  the  2dth  instant,  with  the  forces  under  hia 
command.  I  shall  march  to-morrow  at  the  head  of  the  Tennessee  and  a 
soiali  number  o(  the  Florida  volunteers,  and  hope  lo  meet  the  enemy  be- 
fore the  1st  of  October. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Ik.  CALL, 
Commanding  the  Army  in  Florida. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Copies  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  Governor  (JaWs  letter  of  the  ISth 
of  September^  1836,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  l^ijois  Cas^* 

Tallahabseb,  September  8,  1836* 

General  :  1  have  received  your  letters  of  the  2lst  and  31st  nltimo.  I 
urn  highly  gratified  to  learn  that  you  will  dispose  so  promptly  of  the  Creek 
nation,  and  that,  after  performing  this  important  duty,  you  will  proceed 
lo  Florida  with  the  regular  forces.  I  regret  rery  much,  however,  to  find 
jou  have  declined  the  command  of  the  army.  I  assure  yon,  sir,  nothing 
would  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  yield  to  you,  as  there  is  no  nrnn 
in  onr  country  for  whose  capacity  in  the  field  I  have  so  much  respect  as 
yours.  I  hope,  however,  I  shall  certainly  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
with  the  troops,  far,  whether  you  are  nominally  in  command  or  n^,  your 
experience  and  your  talents  will  give  direction,  and,  I  doubt  not,  success 
to  our  operations  against  the  enemy. 

I  shah  look  with  great  anxiety  for  the  arrival  of  the  Tennesseans  and 
Che  friendly  Creeks,  whose  immediate  assistance  has  become  the  more  neees* 
eary  in  consequence  of  the  abandonment  of  Micanopy,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Crane,  without  my  knowledge  or  approbation.  1  d^m  the  measure  as  un- 
iMoessary  as  it  was  injudicious,  and  it  will  be  attended  with  the  worst  con- 
•equences  to  the  frontier,  unless  I  can  give  it  timely  relief.  This  is  not  the 
only  evil  which  will  result.  Micanopy  was  the  advanced  post ;.  it  is  sHua-* 
led  within  35  or  40  miles  of  the  principal  Indian  settlements,  and  I  bad 
ordered  Colonel  Crane  to  employ  the  whole  wagon  train  in  placing  suppKes 
there  for  the  army,  while  acting  in  that  quarter.    But  the  day  after  the 
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express  set  out  with  this  order,  1  received  official  information  of  the  aliar- 
donment.  This  will  embarrass  our  movements  in  some  degree,  but  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able  to  remedy  the  evil. 

The  depots  which  I  propose  establishing  for  the  use  of  the  army  will  t< 
at  the  Suwanee  Old-town,  on  the  river  of  that  name,  and  designated  oq 
the  map  of  Florida  as  the  Old  Battle  Ground  ;  another  on  the  Withlacoo- 
chie,  at  the  shoals,  about  20  miles  from  its  mouth ;  one  at  Volusia,  on  the 
St.  John's ;  and  one  at  Tampa  Bay.  All  of  these  are  accessible  by  steam- 
boats, and  from  them  I  propose  to  establish  others  in  the  interior,  at  such 
points  as  necessity  or  convenience  may  dictate,  in  the  progress  of  the  cooh 
paign. 

1  have  ordered  from  Charleston  75,000  Fations,  and  30  days'  allowance 
of  forage  for  2,0U0  horses.    These  supplies  will  be  carried  to  Jacksonville, 
on  the  St.  John's  river,  where  they  will  await  my  orders  to  be  carried  in 
steamboats  to  Volusia.    Much  of  the  provisions  I  have  had  brought  to  St. 
Mark's,  to  he  shipped  to  Suwanee  Old-town,  and  the  Withlacoochie,  has 
proved  to  be  damaged,  and  has  been  condemned.     I  shall,  however,  liave 
100,000  rations  of  bread  at  the  Old-town  in  a  few  days,  20,000  rations  of 
pork  and  bacon,  and  300  head  of  beef  cattle.    I  have  ordered  50,000  sooall 
rations,  and  50,000  rations  of  pork  and  bacon,  from  New  Orleans,  which 
will  arrive  during  the  present  month.    The  distance  from  the  Suwanee 
Old-town,  by  land,  to  the  depot  which  will  be  established  on  the  Withla- 
coochie, is  about  40  miles,  and  by  water  about  TO  miles.     I  have  not  yn 
been  enabled  to  raise  a  sufficient  force  to  advance  and  establish  a  depot  at 
the  Withlacoochie ;  but,  from  either  St  Mark's  or  Suwanee  Old-town,  sap- 
plies  can  be  carried  with  great  facility  whenever  we  have  a  force  Yeady  ro 
receive  and  protect  them  at  that  place.    I  have  as  yet  ordered  no  supplies  ti 
Tampa  Bay,  because  the  plan  which  I  have  intended  to  pursue  would  doc 
require  them  to  be  there  for  some  time,  and  they  can  be  received  from  New 
Orleans  in  a  few  weeks,  when  wanted.     The  depots  at  Volusia  and  on  the 
Withlacoochie  will  not  be  more  than  50  or  t>0  miles  from  each  other.  The 
course  of  the  Withlacoochie,  and  the  principal  Indian  settlements,  are  be- 
tween them.    In  this  part  of  the  country,  the  army  will  meet  with  the 
greatest  resistance,  and  be  longest  employed.    But  we  shall  be  at  no  time, 
perhaps,  more  than  25  or  30  miles  from  one  or  the  other  of  our  principil 
depots,  and  we  can  establish  others  whenever  required.     With  regard  to 
transportation,  I  had  intended  to  use  nothing  but  pack-horses,  when  is 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.    There  is  a  train  of  about  40  wagons  attached  to 
the  regular  force  at  Garey's  Ferry,  which  I  have  thought  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  transport  supplies  to  the  posts  which  we  may  establish  in  the  intt 
rior.    1  have  not  yet  been  enabled  to  purchase  the  number  of  pack-hom 
which  will  be  required  ;  but  I  hope,  with  those  which  I  learn  you  will  mi 
with  the  Tennesseans,  we  shall  have  enough.    There  are  about  120  good 
horses  and  mules  at  Tampa  Bay,  but  they  will  be  of  no  service  until  the 
army  penetrates  to  that  neighborhood.     With  regard  to  the  mode  of  oper* 
ations,  1  propose,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Tennesseans  and  the  friendly  Inditn^ 
to  march  immediately  to  the  Suwanee  Old-town,  then  to  cross  the  rifer, 
and,  by  a  forced  march,  endeavor  to  surprise  the  enemy  in  the  prind|il 
settlements,  which  are  not  more  than  50  miles  distant  from  that  place.  The 
approach  from  this  point  will  be  entirely  unexpected  ;  and,  aided  by  ffooi 
^ides,  which  I  shall  have  in  readiness,  there  is  every  prospect  in  sooMd- 
mg  in  capturing  the  women  and  children,  and  bringing  the  wanion  to  fait- 
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While  I  am  conducting  tliis  enterprise  with  the  horsemen  and  friendly 
ians,  the  infantry,  should  they  be  ui  sufficient  force,  will  proceed  in 
kmboats  to  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie,  which  they  will  ascend  in 
ges  and  such  of  the  steamboats  as  can  navigate  the  stream,  and  cstab- 

a  depot  at  the  foot  of  the  shoals.  Three  large  barges  fall  that  could 
procured)  will  be  in  readiness  for  this  service.  They  will  carry  a  large 
intity  of  supplies  and  several  hundred  men  at  each  trip,  and,  as  the  dis* 
ce  by  the  river  will  not  exceed  20  miles,  the  depot  can  soon  be  estab- 
ed.  The  mounted  lorce  and  friendly  Indians,  after  routing  the  enemy 
heir  settlements,  can  either  retire  on  Volusia,  the  Suwanee  Old-town, 
he  depot  on  the  Withlacoochie,  for  supplies.  After  this,  I  propose  to 
^oeatrate  the  foot  and  horsemen,  to  place  an  equal  number  on  each  side 
he  Withlacoochie,  and  to  examine  every  hiding-place  on  both  banks,  until 
enemy  is  completely  subdued  or  routed  in  that  quarter.  Havine  ac- 
aplished  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  south,  as 
I  known  that  a  number  of  Indians  (supposed  to  be  two  or  three  hundred) 
located  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tampa  Bay ;  and  there  are  others  south 
:hat,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charlotte's  harbor.  The  distance  from  the 
icipal  Indian  settlements  on  the  Withlacoochie,  to  Tampa  Bay,  is  near 
>  miles ;  the  intermediate  country,  for  the  most  part,  is  an  open  pine 
ren,  in  which  there  are  no  settlements,  and  where  it  is  not  probable  the 
ians  will  be  found  in  force.  The  army  should  not  be  exhausted  by 
oarch  across  that  district,  until  the  enemy  has  been  perfectly  routed 
.  subdued  along  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  I  doubt  not, 
leral,  that  the  conquest  of  the  enemy  will  be  greatly  facilitated  by  divid- 
the  army — one  division  of  which  to  act  on  the  Withlacoochie,  and  the 
21  in  the  country  near  Tampa  Bay  and  Charlotte's  harbor.  I  would, 
refore,  respectftiUy  suggest  that  you  should  proceed  to  Tampa  Bay  with 
regular  forces  under  your  command,  and  the  Washington  and  Alabama 
mteers,  with  a  part  of  the  friendly  Indians.  If  the  Alabama  volunteers 
mounted,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  go  by  land ;  but  they  could 
I  few  days,  with  a  part  of  the  friendly  Indians,  form  a  junction  with 
.  Should  you  approve  of  this  plan,  General,  your  forces  might  embark 
tlobile,  St.  Joseph's,  or  St.  Mark's.  The  steamboat  "  Watchman,"  now 
Ding  from  Pensacola  to  New  Orleans,  can  be  purchased  for  $40,000,  or 
rtered  for  $460  per  day.  She  is  a  fine  sea-boat,  and  well  calculated  for 
service..  The  boats  sent  me  from  your  army  are  very  inferior,  and 
sidered  dangerous  even  on  a  straight  coasting  voyage.  The  "  Watch- 
i"  would  be  serviceable  in  carrying  troops  and  supplies  from  Tampa 
'  to  Charlotte's,  or  any  other  point  on  the  coast  where  they  might  be 
jircd.  If  vou  think  favorably  of  this  plan.  General,  you  will  please 
3r  Major  Clark  to  ship  to  Tampa  Bay  such  a  supply  of  provisions  and 
,ge  as  you  may  require.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  a  lar^e  quantity 
irovisions  will  be  necessary,  as  the  Indians  will  have  to  be  sliipped  from 
;  place.  At  Tampa  Bay  you  will  be  able  to  procure  guides  from  the 
odly  Indians  permitted  by  General  Scott  to  remain  there,  under  the  claim 
jeing  American  seamen.    How  far  they  are  entitled  to  this  character, 

will  be  the  better  judge  when  you  have  seen  them.  I  have  no  doubt 
f  have  constant  intercourse  with  the  hostile  party,  with  whom  they  ap- 
r  to  preserve  a  neutrality.  Through  them  you  might  communicate  with 
aham  and  Jumper,  and  they  may  lead  to  their  capture  or  surrender.  I 
e  yet  formed  no  spy  companies,  nor  have  I  any  suitable  materials  for 
t  service. 
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The  country  south  of  Charlotte's  harbor  is  so  completely  intersected  vs\t 
bayous  and  lagoons  that  it  can  only  be  penetrated  in  boats ;  and  as  Comiuv 
dore  Dallas  has  orders  to  co-operate  with  me  in  conducting  the  war,  I  shall 
request  him  to  employ  a  body  of  seamen  and  marines  in  that  service.  Bf 
this  means,  I  hope  to  cut  off  such  portions  of  the  enemy  as  may  find  theii 
way  to  the  everglades.  One  of  the  first  measures  I  adopted,  on  entenof 
upon  the  duties \)f  my  present  station,  was  to  request  Commodore  DaJlnto 
guard  the  coast  with  cruisers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  all  intercoane 
between  the  Indians  and  foreign  traders.  I  hare  reason  to  fear,  however, 
that  mv  request  has  been  very  imperfectly  complied  with.  I  have  since  ad- 
dressea  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject,  who,  instead  of  actinor  with 
the  promptness  and  energy  which  the  importance  of  the  case  required,  re- 
fers me  biatck  again  to  Commodore  Dallas,  and  suggests  that  1  may  employ 
one  of  che  crazy  steamboats  of  the  Government  on  this  service,  while  th« 
whole  West  India  squadron  is  lying  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Pensacola. 
I  am,  dear  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  and  Catiifnander-in-cki^f, 

Megor  General  Thos.  S.  Jesup,' 

CommandUifii'  army  of  the  South. 


Tallahasssei  September  14,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  am  advised  by  the  War  Department  that  you  have  been  ordeied 
by  the  proper  authority  to  co-operate  with  nie  in  conducting  the  war  agaioit 
Che  Seminole  Indians.  The  brigade  of  Tennessee  volunteers,  and  the  troop 
from  Middle  and  West  Florida,  will  march  from  this  place  on  the  19th,  and 
the  campaign  will  open  on  the  25th  instant,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  em- 
my's  country.  It  is  expected  that  another  division  of  the  army  will  be  in 
operation  in  that  part  of  the  nation  embracing  the  bay  of  Tampa  and  Char- 
lotte's harbor,  in  a  few  weeks.  As  far  as  the  army  can  march  to  the  soothi 
the  country  will  be  traversed ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  enemy  will  be  routed  of 
destroyed.  But  there  is  a  district,  commencing  a  short  distance  soodiof 
Cape  Carnaveral  on  the  eastern,  and  Charlotte^s  harbor  on  the  weslen 
margin  of  the  peninsula,  which  can  only  be  penetrated  in  boats.  Tbc 
water  on  the  everglades,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  informatioo. 
varies  from  two  to  six  feet  in  depth.  Within  this  region  it  is  represeoiri 
there  are  many  islands,  to  which  the  Indians  resort  in  canoes,  and  on  soav 
of  which  they  have  permanent  settlements.  It  is  reported  to  me  that  then 
are  two  or  three  hundred  of  them  assembled  on  New  riveri  and  on  tbi 
\.ejs  along  the  coast.  The  number  may  be  exaggerated;  but  the  bumiBf 
of  the  light'^house  at  Cape  Florida,  and  other  recent  discoveries,  render  I 
certain  that  the  enemy  is  to  be  found  in  that  quarter  in  sonoe  force.  1 
would  respeistfully  suggest  that  the  most  effective  co-operation  you  can|ifi 
to  the  land  forces  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  will  be,  by  sending  an  es* 
pedition  in  boats  to  act  in  that  part  of  the  peninsula.  The  very  limited  ia* 
formation  1  possess  on  the  subject  does  not  enable  me  lo  anggest  the  kiad 
of  boats  which  may  be  required  for  this  service.  II  is  most  probable^  horn- 
ever,  that  those  of  the  lightest  draught  would  be  beat  adapted,  though  maaf 


81  [  278  ] 

if  the  bayous  and  inlets  are  said  to  be  deep  enough  to  recei\re  boats  of  the 
argest  size.  1  have  no  information  which  will  enable  me  to  suggest  the 
lumber  of  men  and  boats  which  should  be  employed  in  this  service.  On 
bis  subject,  as  well  as  the  lime  when  the  expedition  might  proceed  with 
afety,  your  own  intelligence  and  limt  of  the  naval  officers  will  best  deter- 
nine.  The  region  to  be  explored  being  almost  entirely  unknown,  many 
mforeseen  obstacles  may  be  anticipated  in  the  progress  of  the  expedition. 
Lt  K«y  West  and  Indian  Key  the  best  guides  can  te  obtained  to  lead  to  the 
resent  location  of  the  Indians. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Floridii, 
Commodore  Alexander  J.  Dallas, 

Commanding  the  West  India  9quadron^  P^nsacola. 


Headquarters,  San  Pedro, 

September  22,  1836, 

My  dear  General:  I  arrived  here  this  morning  with  the  Tennessee 
rigade.  I  expect  to  arrive  at  the  old  battle  ground  on  the  Suwauee  [on 
le  24th.] 

I  shall  be  joined  there  by  a  small  number  of  Florida  volunteers,  and  shall 
larch  immediately  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  hope  to  surprise  them ;  but 
am  apprehensive  that  they  have  heard  of  the  approach  of  the  Tennesse- 
DS  through  the  Creeks  that  have  passed  down  to  unite  with  them.  This 
piDion  is  supported  by  the  fact,  that,  withi(i  the  last  ten  days,  the  Indians 
ave  disappeared  along  the  whole  line  of  frontier.  I  hope,  however,  we 
hall  find  them  before  the  5ih  day  of  October,  and  have  no  doubt  we 
ball  give  a  good  account  of  them.  There  is  but  little  sickness  among  the 
[^ennesseans ;  they  are  in  fine  spirits,  and  will  do  honor  to  the  State. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Pierce  of  the  artillery,  which, 
regret  to  say,  presents  a  most  unfavorable  account  of  the  situation  of  the 
^nlar  troops.  The  absence  of  officers  from  their  posts  is  a  serious  evil, 
nd  one  of  which  I  complained  to  the  Secretary  of  War  immediately  after 
ssuming  command  of  the  army  in  Florida.  Soon  after,  I  received  a  letter 
rom  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  United  States  army,  in  which  he  says. 
le  complaint  is  universal,  and  that  he  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power 
>  pfXKluce  a  remedy  of  the  evil ;  but  that  the  Secretary  of  War  considera^ 
^e  superintending  of  railroads  and  other  public  works,  iu  which  many  of 
be  officers  are  engaged,  as  paramount  duties,  and  that  those  officers  can- 
ot  be  ordered  to  join  their  respective  corps.  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  if 
fflcers  are  not  compelled  to  join  their  commands  in  Florida,  the  regular 
3rce  will  be  of  little  service  to  me.  Major  Pierce  reports  to  me  that  there 
I  no  ordnance  officer  either  at  Charleston  or  Savannah,  and  we  have  none 
ri  the  Territory.  The  ordnance  stores  sent  me  from  the  different  arsenals 
eflect  no  credit  on  that  department.  Many  of  the  musket  cartridges  are 
nade  with  cannon  powder  and  a  single  ball,  and  it  frequently  occurs  that. 
bey  are  damaged,  and  entirely  unfit  for  service. 
I  am,  dear  General,  very  sincerely  yours, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

General  Jackson, 

President  of  the  United  Slates. 
6 
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las  and  Captain  Mix,  of  the  United  States  navy.  From  the  letter  of  Capi. 
Armstrongf,  we  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  intercourse  is  maintained 
between  the  hostile  Indians  of  Florida  and  the  Spanish  fishermen  and 
traders  on  the  coast,  and  that  many  of  the  negroes  taken  from  our  planters  by 
the  Indians  have  already  been  carried  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  This  is  an  eni 
which  1  anticipated,  and  on  the  26ih  ol  May  1  addressed  a  letter  to  Commo- 
dore Dallas  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent)  requesting  that  cruisers  might 
be  employed  on  the  coast,  to  cutoff  all  communication  between  the  Indians 
and  Spanish  fishermen.  The  Commodore,  by  a  forced  construction  of  m; 
request,  seems  to  have  regarded  it  as  an  order,  and  returned  no  ao- 
Rwer  until  after  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  25lh  June,  when  he  replied 
to  both  letters,  expressing  his  objections  (most  unnecessarily)  to  giving  him 
orders,  as  this  is  an  authority  which  1  never  thought  of  assuming;  and 
the  enclosed  copies  of  my  letters,  I  think,  will  show  how  unfounded  his  ap- 
prehensions were  on  that  subject.  In  his  reply,  the  Commodore  appears  to  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  sufiiciency  of  his  own  arrangements  to  effect  the 
object  I  had  in  view  ;  but  if  the  statement  of  Capt.  Armstrong  may  be  relied 
on,  it  will  appear  his  plans,  so  far  as  they  have  been  executed,  were  eiuirely 
unsuccessful.  I  have  again  to  request  that  two  of  the  revenue- cutters  may  he 
placed  subject  to  niy  orders.  I  find  it  indispensably  necessary  to  have  ves- 
sels at  my  command,  to  communicate  with  the  different  posts  on  the  se^ 
board ;  and  liitherto  I  have  been  unable  to  procure  them.  You  will  per- 
ceive, irohi  my  letter  to  Commodore  Dallas,  that  I  requested  a  survey  lobe 
made  of  the  coast  and  inlets  between  the  Withlacoochie  and  Tampa  Bt? ; 
and,  from  his  letter  in  reply,  you  wm  discover  that  he  enclosed  mea  ktia 
to  Captain  Mix,  of  the  <^  Concord,^^  tfien  at  the  latter  place,  to  be  sent  to  bin 
as  I  might  find  an  opportunity.  I  addressed  Captain  Mix  on  the  subject, « 
you  will  perceive  from  a  copy  of  my  letter  herewith  enclosed  ;  but  before  I 
could  succeed  in  sending  my  letter,  or  that  of  Commodore  Dallas,  tbe 
"  Concord,"  I  understood,  had  sailed  from  Tampa  to  Pensacola;  and  I 
not  advised  that  any  survey  has  yet  been  made.  The  importance  of  the 
survey  will  be  obvious  when  you  are  informed  that  there  are  several  iuici  1 1 
on  that  part  of  the  coast,  which  are  said  to  extend  far  into  the  interior,  airf  I i! 
which,  it  is  believed,  will,  when  properly  examined,  afford  great  facilities  ii  1^ 
supplying  the  army  with  provisions,  when  acting  in  that  quarter.  I  bop  |i 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  placing  at  least  two  of  the  cutters  at  my  disposii: 
the  "  Dexter"  is  now  at  Indian  Key,  and  should  be  ordered  to  remain  io  die 
neighborhood  for  the  defence  of  that  place.  Captain  Armstrong  infonni 
me,  verbally,  that  there  are  no  cruisers  between  New  river  and  Indian  Ket 
a  part  of  the  coast  where  it  is  most  probable  the  Indians  would  have  iutff* 
course  with  the  Spanish  traders.  If  an  intercourse  is  permitted  betvet 
them,  all  the  negroes  captured  or  seduced  from  our  plantations  willfindi 
market  on  the  coast,  and  the  Indians  will  be  supplied,  in  return,  with  whi^ 
ever  they  may  require.  From  the  leiter  of  Captain  Armstrong,  it  app* 
that  he  has  reported  the  result  of  his  cruise  to  Captain  Mix,  and  it  ispf^ 
.able  that  Commodore  Dallas  has  already  ordered  vessels  to  Cape  Sabktfi 
New  river ;  but  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  report  the  circumstiitf 
for  your  information. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iL  K.  CAU^ 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  Wau 
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k        Docnmenl  referred  to  in  General  CalPs  letter  of  22d  September,  1836. 

^  Hbadciuartbrs,  Fort  HEiLEMAif, 

Garey's  Perry,  September  13, 1836. 
«j        Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  comma- 
ii   nications  of  the  6th  instant.     I  am  gratified  at  the  expression  of  your  appro- 
<r:i   bation  of  my  conduct,  and  that  of  the  officers  under  my  command,  in  the 
s    iMtttlo  of  Port  Drane.     I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  detailed  report  to  Colonel 

Cirane. 
^  I  had  already  anticipated  your  wishes  in  supplying  Newnansville.  I 
repaired  to  the  place,  in  person,  on  the  5th  instant,  and  supplied  Colonel 
Warren  with  every  thing  he  required — a  reinforcement  of  regular  troops, 
ten  thousand  muskets,  cartridges,  one  howitzer,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rounds  of  fixed  ammunition,  and  seven  four-horse  wagons,  horses,  and  har- 
ness, and  two  months'  provisions  for  his  whole  command  and  the  distressed 
inhabitants.  I  send,  tomorrow,  a  train  of  five  wagons,  with  fifteen  hundred 
rations  and  other  property,  to  Newnansville,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  al 
Fort  Mills,  ten  miles  above  Newnansville. 

I  fear  that  no  provisions  corresponding  with  your  intended  movement 
have  been  made  here.  I  have  ordered  my  quartermaster  at  this  place  to 
send  immediately  to  Charleston  or  Savannah,  or  both  places,  and  procure 
one  hundred  horses  and  saddles,  fifty  new  wagons,  (most  of  those  here  being 
out  of  repair,)  and  7,500  bushels  oi  corn  and  oats ;  and  my  commissary  of 
subsistence  to  procure,  without  delay,  additional  provisions  for  two  thousand 
troops  for  two  months.  1  hope,  by  the  time  these  supplies  shall  have  ar- 
rived, that  I  may  he^r  from  you  again,  giving  me  the  data  from  which  I 
can  make  the  necessary  requisitions,  and  procure  such  supplies  as  you  require 
here.  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  keep  our  boats,  the  '<  John  Stoney"  and  the 
^  Essayons,"  actively  employed  in  procuring  such  supplies  of  provisions  as  I 
think  are  necessary  to  prepare  the  troops  for  the  field,  and  to  supply  the 
inhabitants,  who  amount  to  six  or  eight  hundred.  I  have  endeavored  to 
make  them  as  comfortable  as  possible,  by  ordering  the  issue  of  salt  beef,  rice, 
Ac,  and  the  assistant  surgeon  to  attend  upon  their  familes  every  morning. 
I  enclose  a  memorandum,  by  which  you  will  be  able,  at  a  glance,  to  see 
every  thing,  personal  and  material,  of  which  you  can  avail  yourself  at  this 
place. 

I  do  not  know  what  force  Colonel  Crane  will  send  from  St.  Augustine. 
So  soon  as  the  troops  from  that  place  arrive,  I  will  send  you  a  report  of  my 
exact  strength. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  K.  PIERCE,  Myor  commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  also  ordered  one  hundred  pack-saddles. 

B.  K.  P. 
General  R.  K.  Caix,  Commanding  in  chief. 

A  true  copy : 

THOMAS  RANDALL, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  anny  in  Florida. 
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Headquarters,  Charles  Ferry, 
tSuwanee  River,  September  23,  IS36. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  official  report 
of  Colonel  John  Warren,  comnDanding  the  East  Florida  troops,  of  a  Tery 
spirited  and  gallant  attack  made  by  him  on  a  large  party  of  Uie  eneroy  oo 
the  18th  instant. 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Warren,  and  the  officers  and  nEien  under  hn 
command,  entitles  therp  to  the  attention  and  highest  confidence  of  the  Go?* 
ernmeni. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Commanding  Army  in  FU0nda. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War^ 


Report  of  Colonel  Warren,  referred  to  in  Governor  CaWs  letter  of  Stp- 

ttmber  23, 1836. 

UEADaUARTERS,  2d  MILITARY  DiSTICT,  E.  FlORIDA, 

Fort  GUleland,  September  18,  1836. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  morning,  the  17th  instant,  a  party  of  from  one  to  two 
hundred  Indisins  came  within  a  mile  of  this  post,  on  the  Picokata  road,  and 
captured  a  cart  belonging  to  John  Standly.  Three  white  men  and  two  m- 
groes  were  fired  on  by  a  part  of  this  body — fortunately  without  effect  Tbt 
cart  was  set  on  fire.  I  immediately  sallied  out  with  thirty  men  to  recon- 
noitre, while  the  troops  were  preparing  to  make  a  general  sortie ;  a  werf 
heavy  rain  which  came  up  at  this  time  answered  the  double  purpose  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  fire  and  rendering  our  arms  useless.  The  cart  with  a  loid 
of  corn  was  saved  and  brought  in.  I  pursued  on  the  trail  some  distanee^ 
and  found  that  they  had  gone  towards  Colonel  Sanchez's  plantation  ;  it  be- 
ing now  nearly  dark,  and  the  rain  still  continuing,  it  was  concluded  to  re- 
turn and  make  an  attack  on  them  in  the  morning. 

At  one  o'clock  this  morning,  four  men  of  tried  valor  were  sent  oat  \o 
reconnoitre  around  the  San  Velasco  hammock  and  the  plantation  of  Colo- 
nel Sanchez ;  they  returned  at  four  o'clock,  having  made  no  discovery. 
Being  satisfied  that  they  were  there,  I  resolved  to  go  out ;  accordingly,  al 
six  o'clock  I  marched  out  with  one  hundred  mounted  men,  being  de- 
tachments from  Captains  Walker,  Ward,  and  Garrison's  companies,  with 
twenty-five  gentlemen  under  Captain  Beekman,  (having  formerly  beTonged 
to  his  company,  and  volunteered  their  services  for  this  special  service,)  (ip 
tain  D.  D.  Tompkins,  of  company  B,  1st  regiment  United  States  artillery, 
with  a  twenty-four-pound  howitzer  and  twenty  five  of  his  men.  This  com- 
mand was  arranj^ed  in  three  lines,  as  follows :  Captain  Walker,  with  hb 
company,  and  Lieutenant  Bruten,  in  command  of  the  detachment  from 
Captain  Garrison's  company,  formed  the  right  wing  under  my  persoDil 
command ;  Captain  Tompkins,  with  his  command,  formed  the  centre ;  ami 
the  volanteers  under  Captain  Beekman,  with  Captain  Ward's  comfmnji 
formed  the  lefl  wing  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills.  On  arrivin?  witbu 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  hammock,  the  spies  reported  Indians  in 
firont ;  they  immediately  opened  a  sharp  ire  od  the  ri^^t  wing  and  ceatre. 
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^    The  Indians  on  the  left,  in  considerable  force,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  that 
flank,  hut  were  charg^ed   with  spirit  and  success  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
l^    Mills's  command,  and  driven  into  a  thick-wooded  oak  scrub;   then,  dis- 
^'    mounting  and  charging  on  them,  drove  them  through  this  into  the  border 
7'*    of  the  hammock,  where  the  artillery  played  on  them  with  considerable  ef- 
fect.    After  this,  they  retired  to  the  right,  and  attempted  to  turn  that  wing; 
ifi    but  were  charged  with  success  by  Captain  Walker  and  Lieutenant  Bruten's 
b    <command,  and  again  driven  within  range  of  the  artillery,  which  opened  on 
them  with  great  effect.     They  made  several  desperate  attempts  to  maintain 
/     their  position,  and  charged  twice  on  the  artillery,  but  were  driven  off  at  all 
i.     points,  and  pursued  for  a  mile  and  a  half  into  a  dense  hammock,  where 
they  could  not  be  pursued  to  advantage.     The  command  advanced  and 
look  a  position,  and  remained  on  it  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  then  returned 
in  the  same  order  of  the  advance,  without  seeing  or  hearing  anything 
more  of  them.     The  action  lasted  one  hour  and  a  half:  one  hour  of  which 
the  firing  was  heavy  on  the  whole  line.     From  the  ground  which  they  oc- 
cupied, their  force  is  estimated  at  least  at  three  hundred  men.    Several  In- 
dians were  distinctly  seen  to  fall  before  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  particularly 
on  the  left ;  several  persons  report  that  they  saw  a  mounted  Indian  (a  chief, 
from  his  appearing  to  be  giving  orders)  fall  before  the  fire  of  the  artillery. 
'^-    Adjutant  Gillelund  reports  that  he  saw  a  large  fellow  mounted  in  front  of 
♦he  right,  and,  from  a  recollection  of  his  person,  thinks  it  was  Jumper;  he 
ordered  a  platoon  fired  at  him,  and  several  persons  assert  that  he  fell. 
1     From  the  many  traces  of  blood  discovered  in  passing  over  the  ground  after 
_    the  enemy  were  routed,  a  great  number  must  have  been  killed  and  wound- 
5    «cL     We  iilso  discm'ered  where  they  had  killed  five  beeves  and  seven 
ho^,  some  of  which  were  left  by  them,  in  their  hurry,  in  the  situation  in 
'^    which  they  were  shot  down.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills  sustained,  in  this 

-  action,  the  reputation  he  had  previously  acquired  for  bravery,  coolness,  and 
•  jndjrnient:  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  excellency's  notice  for 
'j^     his  good  conduct  in  this  action,  as  well  as  the  important  services  rendered 

by  him  since  stationed  at  this  post.    Captains  Beekman,  Walker,  and  Ward, 
.    and  Lieutenants  Bruten  and  Hindly,  behaved  with  great  bravery.     Lieu- 
tenant Bruten  had  his  horse  killed  under  him.    Adjutant  Gitleland  particu- 
.-    larly  distinguished  himself  by  his  bravery  and  exertions  on  the  right  wing. 

-  Piivate  Weyman,  B  company,  1st  artillery,  stationed  at  the  howitzer,  was 
severely  wounded  at  the  first  fire,  but  refused  to  retire  from  his  post  until 
four  rounds  were  fired,  when  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  loss  of  blood. 
!q  fact,  the  whole  command  behaved  well. 

Below  is  a  report  of  wounded.  I  regret  to  state  that  private  Jerry  Bur- 
nett is  pronounced  mortally  wounded  ;  the  others  appear  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
to  recover.  1  should  do  injustice  were  I  to  close  this  report  without  men- 
tioning, in  terms  of  approbation,  the  prompt  attention  of  Doctors  Pclot  and 
7'uriwot  to  the  wounded  men  :  thev  promptly  attended,  during  the  action, 
<o  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  WARREN, 
Colofiel,  cotnmandiuff  2d  M,  D.,  E.  F. 
His  Gx<;eUency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor^  oommand'uig  in  chief. 


£  278  ]  86 

Return  of  wounded  in  the  action  of  San  Velaseo,  on  the  IBth  Septem- 
ber, 1836. 

B  company,  1st  artillery — Private  Weyman. 

Florida  militia— Sergeant  Rowell,  privates  Pawals,  Jerry  Burnett  (twice,) 
Jas.  Greger,  Samuel  Russell,  Jesse  Long. 
One  horse  killed,  and  five  wounded. 

L.  GILLELAND,  Adjutmit. 


Headciuauters,  Fort  Drane,  Oeteber  10, 1838. 

Sir  :  My  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo  [from  Tallahassee]  informed  you  of 
my  march  from  that  place. 

On  the  1st  inst.,  when  within  twelve  miles  of  this  place,  we  surpiised  a 
small  party  of  Indians,  four  of  whom  we  killed,  but  the  others  escaped  oo 
horseback  ;  and  although  we  made  a  forced  march,  with  the  hope  of  «ar- 
prising  the  camp  at  this  place,  the  alarm  was  communicated,  and  on  ov 
arrival  we  found  that  the  Indians  (supposed  to  be  three  hundred  in  number) 
had  fled  with  great  precipitation,  leaving  a  large  number  of  cattle  in  peii8,aDd 
abandoning  all  their  cooking  utensils,  and  other  articles.  But  for  this  cir- 
cumstance, we  should  have  surprised,  and  perhaps  destroyed,  Powdi  airi 
his  band. 

The  country  has  now  been  completely  scouted,  and  reliered  from  tin 
enemy,  as  far  south  as  the  Withlacoochie. 

Major  Pierce,  to  whose  active  exertions  I  am  greatly  indebted,  nnitdl 
with  me  last  night  with  a  force  of  200  regulars,  and  bringing  seven  diji' 
rations  for  the  whole  army ;  witji  this,  we  shall  march  to-day  for  the  With- 
lacoochie. Our  force  will  be  about  1,350.  We  hope  soon  to  meet  theeoe* 
my.  So  far,  our  advanced  parties  have  killed  eleven  Indians,  without  Ion 
on  our  part. 

With  our  present  supply  of  provisions,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  eneoanler 
the  enemy  in  his  stronghold  on  the  Withlacoochie;  after  which, our  depots 
on  the  Volusia,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  same  river,  will  afford  us  the  meaoi 
of  replenishing  our  supplies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  sejrvant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Commanding  army  of  fUridM. 

The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  Fort  DranKi  October  19, 1836. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  10th  inst.,  to  inform  you  of  my  eoBleii- 
plated  march  to  the  Withlacoochie. 

On  the  evening  before  my  arrival,  Colonel  Randall,  the  adjutant  and  iiH 
spector  general,  was  ordered,  with  Major  Upshan,  of  the  Tennessee  brinde^ 
to  advance  with  the  spies  under  command  of  Captains  Lauderdale  and  Wii* 
son,  and  the  front  guard  under  command  of  Colonel  Trousdale,  and  wtkA 
an  encampment  about  four  n)iles  from  the  river.  In  the  performaocvflf 
this  duty,  they  surprised  a  parly  of  the  enemy,  killed  ten  warriors,  and  op- 
tured  eleven  women  and  children.    But  five  of  the  warriora  escaped,  lud 
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J  of  thorn  were  traced  for  some  distance  by  the  blood.  We  learned 
the  prisoners  that  the  stronghold  of  the  enemy  was  immediately  on 
^posite  side  of  the  river,  and  not  more  than  four  miles  distant ;  and 
ne  of  the  principal  negro-towns  was  about  three  miles  distant,  situated 
en  the  Withlacoochie  and  a  stream  flowing  into  it  from  a  large  lake, 
lext  morning  I  attempted  to  cross  the  river,  but  found  it  swollen  by 
!avy  rains,  and  out  of  its  banks.  The  enemy  was  in  possession  of  the 
ite  side,  and  gave  us  a  volley  as  soon  as  we  appeared,  but  without 
Two  hundred  gfood  horsemen,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gor- 
vere  ordered  to  dismount  and  take  the  bank  of  the  river ;  this  was 
with  great  gallantry  by  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged,  and  a  par- 
-e  ensued,  which  continued  for  some  time,  when,  ascertaining  the  im- 
cabiluy  of  swimming  our  horses,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  where 
ver  was  near  two  hundred  yards  wide,  I  caused  the  detachment  to 
In  this  fire  Major  Gordon  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  breast,  and 
f  the  privates  were  wounded,  but  not  dangerously.  The  loss  of  the 
J  was  not  ascertained,  but  supposed  to  be  much  greater  than  ours. 
le  same  day,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gill,  of  the  Tennessee  brigade,  was 
tched  to  attack  the  negro-town,  above  described.  He  was  met  at  the 
1,  which  constitutes  the  principal  barrier  of  defence,  by  a  body  of  ne- 
and  Indians,  who  disputed  his  passage  with  great  obstinacy  for  one 
and  a  half|  when  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  position,  as  it  is  be- 
,  with  considerable  loss ;  several  were  seen  to  fall,  and  one  in  partieu- 
ho  was  seen  to  fall  from  a  tree.  Our  loss  was  three  killed — our 
il  Indian  guide  Billy,  and  privates  McKinley  and  Daniel  H.  West,  of 
ennessee  brigade,  and  eight  wounded ;  but,  I  am  happy  to  say,  none 
m  dangerously. 

e  stock  of  our  provisions  being  nearly  exhausted,  we  were  compelled, 
!xt  day,  to  march  to  our  supplies,  having  every  confidence  that  the 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie  had  l^en  established,  from  which 
Bre  not  more  than  thirty  miles  distant.     We  marched  to  that  place  for 

but  we  were  unable  to  penetrate  the  country  to  the  mouth  of  the 
i  and  on  our  arrival  at  the  lowest  practicable  point,  not  hearing  any 

of  the  party  ordered  to  establish  the  depot,  I  was  compelled,  most 
antly.  to  fall  back  on  this  ))lace.  But  for  this  disappointment,  I  am 
lent  the  war  might  have  been  closed  in  ten  days.  As  I  had  expected, 
el  Lane's  regiment  was  operating  near  me  on  the  river,  and  has  this 
ing  united  with  me.  On  his  arrival  at  Tampa  Bay,  he  had  a  skir- 
with  the  enemy  within  a  few  miles  of  the  fort,  in  which  he  defeated 
rove  them  at  all  points.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  not  ascertained  ; 
f  Colonel  Lane  was  two  regular  soldiers  wounded.     On  his  march 

Withlacoochie,  he  again  encountered  the  enemy  in  the  lakes  and 
ps  of  the  river.  In  liis  approach,  the  men  were  sometimes  up  to  the 
lers  in  water,  and  were  compelled  to  carry  the  ammunition  on  their 
lets. 

th  nil  these  disadvantages  he  continued  to  advance,  and  routed  the 
|r  from  his  strong  position.  On  this  occasion  he  had  one  of  his  war- 
wormded ;  what  effect  was  produced  on  the  enemy  was  not  ascer- 
I,  as  they  fled  as  soon  as  the  barrier  was  passed.  I  have  ordered  the 
ted  men  to  fall  back  on  Black  creek,  to  forage  the  horses,  which  have 
without  grain  for  more  than  twenty  days.  I  shall  remain  here  with 
el  Lane's  command  ;  and  while  our  horses  are  recruiting,  will  have  a 
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large  quantity  of  provisions  despatched  bere,  and  from  this  shaH  advance  i 
post  within  cannon-shot  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Withlacoochie.  This  is  i 
place  of  great  strength,  from  the  natural  barrier  it  presents  to  every  hy 
proach,  and  where,  1  learn  from  the  prisoners,  the  women  and  duldrcn  were 
concealed  during  the  last  winter  and  spring.  I  have  despatched  an  officer 
to  ascertain  the  situation  of  the  depot  at  the  mouth  of  the  Witblacooeljie,to 
enable  me  to  open  a  communication  by  land  or  water.  I  hope  in  ten  days 
to  be  able  to  take  the  field  again,  and  that  the  war  will  be  closed  in  a  short 
time. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  K.  CALL, 
Generalj  commanding  the  army  of  Florida. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  Wary  Washington. 


HEADaUARTERS,  FoRT  DrANE^ 

October  22,  1836i 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  official  repwt 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Creek  volunteers,  giving  an  accooot 
of  the  march  of  that  regiment  from  Tampa  Bay  to  this  place,  where  they 
united  with  me  on  the  19th  instant. 

With  the  most  painful  regret,  I  have  to  inform  yoH  that,  wkhin  a  very 
few  hours  after  the  arrival  of  this  regiment,  its  gallant  comnKinder,  Colond 
Lane,  in  a  paroxysm  of  insanity  produced  by  a  fever  of  the  braki,  ooct- 
sioned  by  excessive  fatigue  and  anxiety  on  the  march,  committed  suicide 
by  introducing  the  point  of  his  sword  above  the  right  eye,  and  forcing  it 
almost  through  his  head. 

By  this  melancholy  occurrence,  the  army  has  been  deprived  of  one  of  its 
most  valuable  and  efficient  officers,  and  the  country  has  sustained  a  severe 
loss.  1  am  happy,  however,  to  add,  that,  though  he  was  highly  esteemed 
by  the  troops  under  his  command,  they  have  become  reconciled  to  his  loss^ 
and  evince  every  disposition  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor  and  zeal,  onder 
any  other  officer  who  may  be  designated  to  command  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
General^  commanding  the  army  of  Florida. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Document  re/erred  to  in  Governor  CalPs  letter  of  October  22,  1836^  id- 
dressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Drane,  October  22, 1836. 
Governor  :  The  melancholy  event  which  occurred  here  on  the  194 
causes  the  duty  to  devolve  on  me  of  reporting  to  you  the  movemeiits  of  Ae 
Creek  regiment  of  volunteers,  since  its  departure  from  Tampa  Bay.  Wt 
lefl  our  camp  near  Fort  Brooke,  and  crossed  the  Hillsbofough  riverGBlhi- 
day  the  10th  instant,  and  encamped  about  one  mile  from  the  ibrL   (k 
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Tuesday  we  marched  18,  on  Wednesday  19,  and  on  Thursday  20  miles, 
without  any  Ihinjr  of  interest  having  occurred.  On  Friday,  the  14lh,  we 
started  at  seven  o'clock,  and,  having  marched  three  or  four  miles,  one  of 
our  scouts  reported  a  hostile  Indian  on  our  riffht  flank  ;  immediate  pursuit 
ensued  ;  but,  being  mounted,  he  evaded  us.  On  arriving  at  the  place  where 
he  disappeared,  we  discovered,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  extensive  lakes, 
on  which  were  many  and  heavily  timbered  islands,  connected  together  in 
some  instances  by  extensive  marshes  containing  a  heavy  growth  of  grass. 
Our  Indians  having  reported  a  fresh  trail,  and  that  a  villa&;e  was  seen  in 
the  vicinity,  Colonel  Lane  called  a  halt,  and  made  preparations  for  a  scout. 
We  accordingly  left  our  horses  and  bag^ag^e,  and  struck  oflT  in  a  northeast 
direction  ;  we  soon  found  a  small  deserted  village.  Proceeding  onward  to- 
wards the  south,  we  passed  over  some  fine  hammocks,  and  came  to  a  ford 
of  some  two  hundred  yards  :  our  troops  crossed  it,  partly  by  swimming  and 

Sirtly  by  wading,  carrying  their  ammunition  on  the  points  of  their  bayonets, 
aving  reached  the  op]K)site  side,  we  found  extensive  cornfields,  and  a  few 
cattle  and  ponies  ;  here  was  also  a  small  village.  Pursuing  the  trail,  we 
came  to  an  extensive  marsh,  a  mile  at  least  in  length  ;  our  Indians  leading 
the  way,  we  plunged  in.  The  mud  and  water  being  from  four  to  six  feet 
deep,  our  horses  soon  became  exhausted,  and  all  very  soon  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. We  then  pursued  our  course  on  foot,  the  water  at  times  up  to  our 
necks,  and  bottom  so  soft  as  to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  our  heads 
above  water ;  we  at  length  safely  attained  the  shore,  having  passed  a  ford 
such  as  has  seldom  or  never  been  attempted  by  white  troops.  We  found  our- 
selves on  a  beautiful  fertile  island,  of  several  miles  in  extent,  with  a  trail 
running  south,  which  we  pursued  about  a  mile,  and  arrived  at  an  extensive 
village,  which  had  evidently  been  but  recently  abandoned :  here  we  found 
corn,  caUle,  hogs,  many  domestic  utensils,  and  several  scalps  of  white  men. 
Pursuing  our  course  more  westerly  for  half  a  mile,  we  came  to  another 
large  village,  where  we  found  the  same  :  I  presume  the  two  villages  must 
have  contained  about  150  lodges.  From  there  we  followed  the  trail  about 
half  a  mile  to  a  small  declivity,  at  the  bottom  of  which  was  a  small  pond, 
and  on  the  side  of  which  was  a  low  scrub  which  extended  to  the  left  about 
half  a  mile,  and  on  the  right  of  which  was  a  thick  hammock  :  our  van  was 
here  saluted  by  the  enemy,  which  was  promptly  returned.  We  immediately 
pushed  on,  and  a  smart  skirmish  of  a  half  hour's  duration  ensued,  when 
the  enemy  gave  way  and  retired  into  the  hammock,  the  scrub  being  so  very 
thick  as  to  be  impenetrable.  We  pursued  for  a  mile  or  more,  both  parties 
keeping  up  a  running  fight,  when  we  came  to  an  extensive  open  field. 
We  pursued  to  the  opposite  side  of  this,  when  the  enemy  scattered  in  ano- 
ther thick  hammock,  and  we  gave  up  the  pursuit ;  having,  in  the  whole 
skirmish.  Iiad  but  one  man  wounded.  It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  say  that 
every  man  did  his  duty ;  and,  if  I  have  any  blame  to  find  with  the  officers 
of  the  regiment,  it  is  for  their  too  great  eagerness  to  push  forward  and  get 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  ascertained,  nor  the  number  engaged, 
in  consequence  of  the  well  known  fact,  that  they  immediately  carry  their 
killed  and  wounded  off  the  field,  and  that  the  scrub  in  which  the  principal 
skirmish  took  place  was  so  very  thick  that  but  few  could  be  seen  at  a  time. 
I  should  say,  however,  that  there  were  30  or  40  of  them,  and  several  were 
doubtless  killed  and  wounded,  from  the  heavy  fire  poured  into  the  scrub. 
On  our  return,  our  Indians  killed  some  100  cattle,  and  probably  as  many 
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hogs,  and  drove  to  camp  about  200  more  of  the  former.  We  retaroed  bi 
another  trail  in  a  northwest  direction,  and,  having  swam  about  100  yards  iii 
the  main  land,  reached  camp  about  sunset.  Our  Indians  durinp  the  night 
brought  in  more  cattle,  so  that  we  had  in  all  about  400  head.  We  marched 
the  next  day  about  12  miles,  having  passed  on  our  ri^ht  a  continued  sue- 
cession  of  extensive  lakes  and  swamps.  On  Sunday,  tiie  16tb,  we  reached 
the  Withlacoochie,  about  10  o'clock,  and  made  immediate  preparations  for 
crossing,  which  we  performed  by  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  by  means  of  a 
small  canoe  and  some  very  small  rafts  made  by  the  Indians.  We  encamp, 
ed  for  the  night  just  without  the  walls  of  Fort  Izard  ;  the  next  morning,  pur. 
suing  our  march,  we  struck  a  large  trail  leading  to  the  southwest — this  we 
followed  for  seven  miles,  and  encamped.  During  the  evening  your  detach* 
ment  arrived.  The  next  morning  took  up  our  line  of  march  for  this  piace, 
and  marched  22  miles  and  encamped,  and  arrived  here  the  next  momiogit 
half  past  9  o'clock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWNE, 
Lieut,  CoL  commanding  Creek  volunteers. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Commander-in-chief. 


HfiADauARTERs,  FoRT  Drane,  OctobcT  29,  1836. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  two  general  orders,  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  Creek  volunteers,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  your  approval. 

Those  announced  in  the  order  of  the  28th  instant  had  previously,  wiih 
one  exception,  received  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Lane  and  General  Jesup, 
and  were  only  confirmed  by  me,  but  with  entire  approbation. 

Those  announced  in  the  order  of  the  29th  are  officers  of  well  known  toJ 
approved  merit.  I  feel  the  utmost  confidence  that  they  will  all  do  justices 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  respectfully  recommend  them  all  to  your 
favorable  consideration  and  approval. 

I  shall  soon  have  the  honor  to  write  to  you  more  fully  of  my  movemeo^ 
which  shall  be  rapid  and  consecutive,  from  this  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Commanding  army  of  FloridtL 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  Washington. 


HEADavARTERs,  FoRT  Drane,  Novemhet  10, 1836. 

Sir:  The  army  will  move  this  day  in  force,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  m 
the  Withlacoochie.  From  the  best  information  received,  I  have  rea^oB  l» 
believe  that  he  will  await  our  approach,  and  once  again  dispute  the  paasagi 
of  the  river. 

With  the  supplies  now  collected,  and  with  the  force  under  mycommioi 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  speedy  overthrow  and  dispersion  ;  and,  aide' 
as  I  shall  be  by  a  large  Indian  force  of  Creek  volunteers,  his  escape  vitbotf 
great  loss  is  almost  impossible.  It  is  only  to  be  feared  that  he  may  hm 
taken  alarm  at  our  preparations,  and,  by  dispersing,  reader  his  defeat  a  task 
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of  greater  lime  and  labor.  I  incline,  however,  to  the  belief  that  his  former 
success  on  the  Withlacoochie,  and  the  natural  strength  of  the  position,  will 
induce  him  to  risk  another  combat  on  that  ground. 

General  Read  has  already  penetrated  in  a  steamboat  12  miles  above  Fort 
Clinch,  (formerly  Camp  Graham,  at  a  point  about  20  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river,J  and  is  now  fitting  out  a  similar  expedition,  in  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  reaching  a  point  opposite  to  the  Cove,  and  where  the  army  will 
be  operating. 

From  General  Jesup  I  have  no  later  advices  than  to  the  23d  ultimo,  when 
he  was  preparing  to  transport  the  marines  and  Alabama  volunteers  to 
Tampa  Bay,  from  which  he  would  immediately  march  to  co  operate  with 
me  on  the  Withlacoochie. 

To  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  army,  to  keep  open  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Withlacoochie  and  the  8t.  John's,  and  to  enable  the  dispersed 
inhabitants  of  Alachua  to  return  to  collect  their  cattle  and  property,  I  have 
reestablished  this  post,  where  will  be  kept  a  small  deposite  of  military 
supplies. 

The  delay  in  the  operations  of  the  army  has  been  thus  far  unavoidable, 
from  the  unexpected  delay  in  the  establishment  of  the  depot  of  the  Withla- 
coochie. We  shall  now  advance  with  adequate  supplies  for  our  present 
expedition,  and  with  the  means  of  replenishing  them  from  several  points. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
General,  commanding  in  chief  in  Florida. 

The  Hon.  the  Secretary  op  War. 


Tallahassee,  November  18,  1836. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  satislaction  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  of  November.  Anticipating  your  authority  to  draw  arms  from  the 
public  arsenals,  I  sent  to  Mount  Vernon,  Alabama,  and  have  now  on  their 
way  to  this  place  1,000  muskets  and  two  six-pounders,  with  a  sufficient 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition.  I  have  also  received  700  stand  of  arms 
from  Tampa  Bay.  This  will  enable  me  to  arm  such  troops  as  may  come 
to  our  relief,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Territory  ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
to  defend  ourselves.  The  distance  between  us  and  the  Creeks  is  but  incon- 
siderable, and  we  are  separated  by  a  very  sparse  population.  1  am  appre- 
hensive that,  when  pressed  by  the  troops  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  they  will 
retreat  to  the  peninsula  of  Florida ;  in  which  event,  they  will  desolate  a  part 
of  this  country.  I  am,  however,  adopting  the  most  active  measures  of  de- 
fence, and  hope  to  be  ready  to  receive  them.  The  bands  of  the  enemy 
which  infestea  this  part  of  the  country  have  been  driven  back,  and  they 
have  left  it  at  present  undisturbed.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  pay  us  a 
visit  again  in  a  short  lime,  but  I  shall  then  be  prepared  for  them.  The 
steamtoat  I  mentioned  in  my  last  will  sail  on  to  morrow  to  relieve  the  gar- 
rison at  Black  creek  and  the  Withlacoochie.  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I 
shall  immediately  open  a  correspondence  with  General  Scott  on  the  subject 
of  our  defence.  My  knowledge  of  the  country  will  perhaps  enable  me  to 
be  of  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALU 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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HEADauARTERs,  VoLusiA,  Novcmber  27, 1836. 

Sir:  Tlie  army  under  my  command  arrived  at  this  place  on  yesterday, 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  ef  its  operation  against  the  ene- 
my  since  the  lOlh  instant,  the  day  on  which  I  informed  you  1  should  mardi 
in  pursuit. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  arrived  at  the  Withlacoochie,  and  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  cross  the  river  and  pass  into  the  Cove,  the  forma 
stronghold  of  the  enemy.  This  was  effected  with  great  difficulty,  although 
no  enemy  appeared  to  oppose  our  passage,  and  the  water  bad  fallea  mon 
than  four  feet  since  our  former  visit :  four  men  were  drowned  in  crossing. 
We  found  the  river  220  yards  wide,  in  some  places  swimming,  and  ini^ 
others  deep  fording  Irom  bank  to  bank.  The  regular  troops,  with  the 
friendly  Indians  and  a  detachment  of  Florida  volunteers,  after  crossing 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Cove,  and  found  it  entirely  abandon- 
ed by  the  enemy. 

I  crossed  myself  wilh  this  division  of  the  army,  and  encamped  in  the  Core 
that  night.  In  the  mean  time,  General  Armstrong  had  been  ordered,  with 
the  Tennessee  brigade,  to  march  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  force 
a  passage  across  the  stream  where  our  troops  had  met  with  such  obstinale 
resistance  on  the  13th  of  October.  On  approaching  the  stream  he  found 
no  enemy  to  resist  his  passage,  but  it  was  in  part  still  swimming  and  diffi- 
cult to  cross.  The  passage  was  effected,  and  the  2d  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  l^rousdale,  advanced  to  attack  the  Indian  and  n^o 
settlements  in  that  vicinity.  They  found  all  the  towns  abandoned,  and  dis- 
covered large  trails  of  the  enemy  leading  to  the  east  and  northeast  i 
negro,  captured  in  one  of  the  houses,  reported  that  they  had  fled  to  the 
Wahoo  swamp.  The  Tennesseans  burnt  three  large  towns,  which  were 
built  of  hewn  logs,  and  appeared  to  have  been  constructed  during  the  list 
spring  and  summer.  They  discovered  very  little  appearance  of  cultivation, 
and,  from  the  report  of  the  captured  negro,  the  enemy  have  nothing  to  sub- 
sist on  except  beef. 

The  brigade  returned  that  night  to  the  camp  on  the  river,  where  all  the 
baggage  of  the  army  had  been  left  under  a  strong  guard.  Finding  that  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  his  stronghold,  (which  appeared  better  defended  bf 
nature  than  any  place  I  have  ever  seen,)  and  discovering  that  all  the  trait 
from  the  Cove  across  the  river  lead  to  the  north  side,  I  determined  to  rectm 
the  river  myself,  and  with  the  Tennessee  brigade,  a  small  detachment  of 
regular  troops,  and  Florida  militia,  to  pursue  to  whatever  point  he  might 
have  retreated  ;  while  Colonel  Pierce,  with  the  troops  which  had  crowd 
into  the  Cove,  was  ordered  to  march  up  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  aol 
to  form  a  junction  with  me  near  Dade's  battle-ground. 

The  two  divisions  of  the  army  marched  on  the  16th  instant  on  the  nmla 
assigned  them.  On  the  17th,  about  noon,  a  large  encampment  of  the  ena* 
my  was  discovered  on  our  right  flank,  and  not  more  than  four  hundwi 
yards  from  our  line  of  march.  The  1st  regiment  of  Tennessee  voliiDteen^ 
under  Colonel  Bradford,  being  on  that  flank,  General  Armstrong  was  o- 
dered  to  advance  with  it  and  attack  the  enemy.  The  Indians  had  litai 
the  alarm,  and  retreated  into  the  edge  of  a  densQ  swamp,  where  they  hi 
deposited  such  of  their  baggage  as  they  had  time  to  remove,  and  where  tto 
awaited  our  approach.  The  Tennesseans,  under  their  gallant  leader,  ai 
vanced  with  great  intrepidity  within  gunshot  of  the  position  held  by  the 
enemy,  when  they  dismounted  under  his  fire,  and,  by  one  of  the  lllostspiri^ 
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38  that  ever  was  made,  in  a  few  minutes  possessed  themselves  of 
nock  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  ^fround.  Our  troops  pursued, 
»  waist-deep  in  mud  and  water.  The  pursuit  was  continued  as 
n  enemy  could  be  discovered. 

py  companies,  under  the  command  of  Major  Lauderdale,  accom^ 
y  Major  Barrow,  aid  de-camp  of  Qeneral  Armstrong,  had  been 
in  the  morning  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  Indians,  supposed  to  be 
encampment  of  the  preceding  night.  They  returned  just  before 
of  the  action,  and,  with  the  companies  of  Captains  Finley  and 
of  the  2d  regiment,  were  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the  left,  to 
ie  retreat  of  the  enemy  should  he  attempt  to  pass  in  that  quarter ; 
enemy  fled  precipitately  from  the  field,  being  completely  routed, 
he  swamp  which  he  had  selected  for  the  battle-ground,  leaving  all 
ige  and  horses. 

)8S  of  the  enemy  was  twenty  found  dead  on  the  field,  and  no  doubt 
lined  that  many  others  were  killed,  who  were  not  discovered  in  the 
amination  made  in  passing  over  the  field*  In  wounded  the  enemy 
re  suffered  severely,  as  twenty-one  distinct  trails  of  blood  were  dis- 
through  the  hammock  into  which  they  retreated.  Our  loss  was 
d,  (private  Wm.  A.  Beard,  of  Captyn  McMahon's  company,)  and 
s,  of  the  same  company,  wounded. 

iptain  Crouch's  company,  there  were  wounded,  Wm.  Morton  mor- 
lerwood  Green  and  Wm.  Newcomb  severely,  but  not  dangerously, 
ptain  Tipps's  company,  Henderson  Hunt,  wounded, 
iptain  Fletcher's  company,  Ensign  R.  A.  McLane  and  Granger 
slightly. 

ptam  Baber's  company,  R.  B.  Kin^. 
ptain  Gibson's  company,  Bishop  HubolcL    Total  killed  and  wound- 

iot  speak  too  highly  ef  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  all  the  offi- 
men  engaged  in  this  affair.  Gen«  Axmstrong  and  all  the  members 
laff,  and  General  Read,  of  Florida,  who  acted  as  volunteer  aid-de- 

the  occasion,  were  distinguished  for  their  courage  and  activity  in 
Colonel  Bradford,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cahal,  and  Adjutant  Brad- 

gallantly  led  the  charge  into  the  hammock,  and  were  as  gallantly 

by  the  brave  men  they  commanded.  Major  Goff  was  also  distin- 
for  his  activity  and  bravery. 

regard  to  the  company  officers,  where  all  behaved  with  so  much 
d  zeal,  and  each  was  emulous  to  surpass  the  other  in  feats  of  bra- 
is  a  difficult  matter  to  discriminate  between  them.  It  will  be  sut 
herefore,  to  mention  the  names  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
these  were  Captains  McMahon,  Crouch,  Tipps,  Frieison,  Fletcher, 

and  Jones,  and  Lieutenants  Lipscomb  and  Levy,  commanding 
es  in  the  absence  (through  sickness)  of  their  captains,  and  Lieuten- 
land,  commanding  Captain  Gibson's  company,  who  was  then  absent 

not  pay  a  higher  or  more  just  compliment  to  the  troops  engaged  in 
ion,  than  to  say  that  every  officer  and  soldier  fully  sustain^  the 
aracter  of  Tennessee  for  enterprise  and  valor.  After  the  close  of 
>o,  which  lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  the  army  marched  about  four 
I  the  direction  of  Dade's  battle-ground,  where  we  halted  for  the 
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night,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  move  forward  and  attack 
the  enemy,  if  to  be  found,  in  the  Wahoo  swamp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  baggage-train  was  placed  in  a  compia 
form,  under  the  protection  of  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  detachment  rf 
regular  troops,  commanded  by  Captain  Tompkins,  and  a  strong  guard  rf 
Tennesseans  and  Florida  militia.  At  an  early  hour  I  marched  at  the  beid 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty  Tennessee  troops,  and  about  1 1  o'clock,  after  cro» 
ing  two  brooks,  skirted  with  dense  hammocks,  which  formed  a  part  of  tbe 
Wahoo  swamp,  we  entered  a  piece  of  open  ground,  which  brought  ns  it 
view  of  a  town  which  had  been  just  abandons  and  set  fire  to  by  the  eoeair. 
They  were  so  closely  pursued,  that  several  of  them  were  seen  as  they  eats- 
ed  the  hammock,  where,  they  gave  us  to  understand,  they  were  prepind 
to  receive  us. 

The  line  of  battle  was  immediately  formed :  the  troops  on  foot  prepuvi 
to  enter  the  hammock,  while  a  detachment  of  horse  on  each  flank  reununed 
in  the  open  grouad  to  act  as  occasion  might  require.  While  the  men  onlered 
to  advance  were  yet  in  the  open  ground,  and  had  approached  within  fu- 
shot  of  the  hammock,  the  enemy  opened  a  deadly  fire  upon  them.  A  dm^ 
was  ordered,  and  was  most  gallantly  made ;  our  troops  entered  the  tmuuDodi, 
and  in  a  few  moments  the  whQie  line  became  engaged.  It  was  soon  & 
covered  that  the  enemy  outflanked  us  on  the  right  and  left,  and  at  onetioB 
they  showed  themselves  in  force  in  our  rear.  Their  force  couM  not  Hkh 
been  less  than  from  600  to  700. 

A  part  of  the  horsemen  were  ordered  to  dismount  and  charge  on  it 
right  and  left  flanks,  while  others  were  sent  to  disperse  tbe  Indians  in  tfci 
open  ground,  who  were  firing  in  the  rear  at  long  gunshot  distance.  Then 
orders  were  promptly  obeyed  :  Captain  Fletcher,  at  the  head  of  ei^fatai 
mounted  men,  charged  and  most  gallandy  dispersed  about  fifty  wamonii 
open  ground.  Colonel  Bradford  led  the  charge  on  the  ri^ht,  and  Lieolei' 
ant  Colonel  Cahal  on  the  left ;  Colonel  Trousdale  and  Lieutenant  CoIomI 
Guild  led  the  centre ;  and  a  more  gallant  and  intrepid  charge  was  neiff 
made  on  any  occasion.  In  thirty  minutes  the  enemy  was  driven  at  al 
points,  and  fled  precipitately  from  the  field.  Our  troops  continued  the  »- 
suit  as  long  as  the  enemy  could  be  seen ;  alter  which,  they  returned  ii 
good  order  to  the  open  ground^  bringing  their  dead  and  woonded  wik 
tbenoL 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  on  this  occasion,  must  have  been  very  coonler- 
able.  In  passing  over  the  field,  twenty >five  were  found  dead,  and  it  ii  be- 
lieved many  others  were  carried  ofl*  during  the  fight  Tbair  wouadbdcM' 
not  be  estimated. 

Our  loss  was  three  killed,  viz :  Lieutenant  Pinkney  Green ;  BaawNk 
Riggs,  of  Captain  Bledsoe's  company ;  and  Andrew  L^icb,  of  OapCain  Ikl* 
tl»  company. 

The  wounded  were,  R.  K.  Anderson  and  George  W.  MitcheH,  of  Oqiii 
Hamilton's  company ;  Lewis  Waggoner,  of  Captain  Ooueh^  eoin|Mf; 
James  Gay  and  John  Mitchell,  of  Captain  Tipps's  company;  Wilnvb 
File,  of  Captain  Saber's  companyj  Lieutenant  R.  A.  Alexander,  of  Chyyi 
Lauderdale's  company ;  John  Warner  and  George  Tacker,  cf  OifMi 
Campbell^  company;  William  Robinson,  of  Captain  FinleT^  ooopifi 
Thomas  Cooper,  of  Captain  Battle's  company;  aad  Worthy  Wstail* 
Gaptain  Henry's  company. 

Total,  killed  and  wounded,  15. 
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Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  troops  on  this  occasion.  They 
intended  with  a  superior  force ;  and  not  an  instance  occurred,  through  the 
lay,  in  which  any  officer  failed  to  do  his  duty.  General  Armstrong  and 
iirery  member  of  his  staff  were  active  and  energetic,  and  displayed  great 
bravery  during  the  action.  Captain  Johnson,  of  the  Indian  regiment,  and 
iergeant  Harris,  of  the  Florida  militia,  (both  there  without  command,) 
rere  distinguished  for  their  bravery,  and  acted  as  volunteers  with  the  spy 
iompanies.  The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  of  the  Tennessee  brigade 
ognged  in  the  action.  (I^e  list  appended.)  So  soon  as  the  necessary  ar- 
angements  could  be  made  for  carrying  our  killed  and  wounded,  we  com- 
aenced  our  return  march  to  camp,  which  we  reached  about  nine  o'clock  at 
lifffat. 

The  next  day  (the  ]9th^  bein^  the  day  appointed  for  Colonel  Pierce  to 
iDite  with  me,  I  marched  down  the  road  to  Dade's  battle-ground,  still  near 
he  enemy,  where  I  hoped  to  meet  with  his  division  that  night,  and  to  enter 
he  swamp  the  next  day  in  full  force. 

He  did  not  reach  that  point  until  the  following  day  at  12,  m.  The 
vamp  was  about  five  miles  distant,  and  it  was  then  too  late  to  march  and 
Dter  it  with  the  hope  of  doing  any  thing  that  day.  The  army  had  alrea- 
\y  been  on  half  rations  for  several  days,  but  1  resolved  to  spend  one  day 
Qore  in  searching  the  swamp  for  the  enemy ;  accordingly,  on  the  morning 
if  the  20th  instant,  after  leaving  our  bagea^e  under  a  strong  detachment, 
omaianded  by  the  gallant  Colonel  Bradford,  the  army  moved  forward  again 
»  the  swamp.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  was  on  the  edge  of 
Ky  awaiting  our  approach. 

The  line  of  battle  was  immediately  formed :  the  Tennessee  troops  on  the 
Mit ;  the  rc^lars  and  two  companies  of  Florida  militia,  under  the  command 
»r Oolonel  Pierce,  formed  the  centre ;  and  the  regiment  of  friendly  Indians 
cmned  the  left.    The  horsemen  constituted  the  reserve. 

So  soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  the  Indians  raised  a  yell,  and  opened  a  fire 
iloog  the  whole  of  the  centre  and  right.  A  charge  was  ordered,  and  our 
nx>ps  entered  the  hamnoock  without  discharging  a  gun,  although  they  re- 
vived a  heavy  volley  from  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  on  the  open  ground, 
f^or  a  few  moments,  the  fire  continued  heavy  along  the  whole  line,  when 
be  enemy  gave  way  in  every  direction ;  they  were  pursued  until  the  troops 
oel  sight  of  them. 

Some  time  was  lost  in  finding  the  direction  in  which  the  main  body  of 
he  enemy  had  retreated.  It  was  at  length  discovered  that  they  had  passed 
o  the  left.  The  regular  troops,  with  the  mounted  Florida  volunteers,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Warren,  and  the  friendly  Indians,  were  ordered  immc- 
UateJy  in  pursuit,  while  the  Tennessee  brigade  moved  on  to  support  them. 
The  regular  troops,  under  Colonel  Pierce,  m  their  advance,  encountered  a 
wtonBSj  where  the  officers  w^e  compelled  to  abandon  their  horses,  and  the 
nen  were,  at  times,  above  their  waists  in  mud  and  water ;  and  were  at  least 
HI  hour  advancing  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  The  2d  regiment  of  Ten- 
tf&mte  volunteers,  under  Colonel  Trousdale,  encountered  the  same  diffi- 
mtty,  and  experienced  the  same  delay. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  with  his  usual  enterprise, 
tutd  discoverkl  a  trail  to  the  left,  avoiding  the  morass  and  passing  over  dry 
)mdj  through  a  dense  hammock.  At  the  head  of  about  one  hundr^  and  fifty 
fnendly  Indians,  he  pressed  forward  with  great  intrepidity,  and  soon  found 
hioaself  engaged  with  a  large  body  of  Indians,  strongly  posted  in  a  cypraa^p 
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swamp,  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  deep  and  bnggy  stream.  A  serere  conflict 
here  occurred  ;  and  while  the  brave  Major  Moniac,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  regiment,  was  advancing  to  head  a  charge  across  the  stream,  he  fell 
and  sunk  into  the  water.  Our  Indians  continued  to  fight  against  the  fear- 
ful odds  with  which  they  were  engaged,  until  they  were  reinforced  by  a 
part  of  Captain  Evans's  and  Lieutenant  Myrick's  companies  of  Florida  mili- 
tia, and  the  Florida  mounted  men,  under  command  of  Colonel  Warren. 
These  troops  advanced  at  once  to  the  attack  with  the  van  of  the  arlille^, 
and  poured  a  heavy  fire  on  the  enemy.  Soon  after,  the  remainder  of  tbe 
regular  troops,  under  Colonel  Pierce  and  Major  Gardner,  and  the  2d  regi- 
ment of  Tennessee  volunteers,  under  command  of  Colonel  Trousdale,  haV- 
ing  passed  the  morass,  arrived,  and  joined  in  the  action.  The  firing  coo* 
tinned  heavy  for  some  time,  until  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  posi- 
tion and  silenced,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  giins  which  were  occa- 
sionally fired.  Having  no  guide  who  could  give  any  account  of  the  stream, 
the  practicability  of  crossing  it,  even  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  being  feC 
unascertained,  (while  the  evening  was  far  advanced,)  it  was  deenned  proper 
by  the  officers  in  command  at  the  stream  to  return,  after  carrying  off  tbeir 
dead  and  wounded.  They  were  then  ordered  by  me  to  the  open  grooodiD 
the  rear,  when  the  killed  and  wounded  were  collected.  The  army  then  re- 
turned to  their  camp,  which  they  did  not  reach  until  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night.  The  state  of  our  supplies  not  permitting  us  to  remain  longer  than 
that  day,  we  spent  the  last  hour  we  could  spare  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  on  this  occasion  cannot  be  correctly  estimated. 
Ten  were  found  dead  on  the  field  where  the  fight  commenced ;  aud  no 
doubt  is  entertained  of  their  having  sustained  a  severe  loss  at  the  creek, 
both  from  the  immense  volleys  poured  in  upon  them  from  our  front  vd 
flank,  and  from  their  having  abandoned  a  position  so  admirably  calculated 
for  defence.  It  is  supposed  they  could  not  have  lost  less  than  fifty  killed 
during  the  day. 

Our  loss  in  killed  was  the  brave  Major  Moniac,  a  friendly  chief,  and  two 
Creek  Indians  :  total  3,  of  the  Creek  regiment.  Of  the  regular  troops,  ooe 
lieutenant,  one  corporal,  and  two  privates:  total  r^ulars,  6. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  our  wounded: 

Captain  Ross,  of  the  marine  corps,  who  commanded  a  company  in  the 
Creek  regiment,  had  his  thigh  broken  while  bravely  leading  his  commaod 
into  action ;  Captain  Maitland,  of  the  artillery,  also  received  a  severe  woood 
while  leading  his  men  to  the  charge ;  two  sergeants,  two  corporals,  and  tie 
privates  of  the  regular  troops  were  also  wounded. 

Of  the  Tennessee  brigade,  private  Benjamin  Cooper,  of  Wilson^  oo» 
pany,  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  last  affair.  Joseph  B.  Duucan,  of  Bob* 
erts's  company,  Alexander  Lyons,  of  Baber's  company,  and  Robert  Haya^ef 
Campbell's  company,  were  also  wounded.  Total  regulars  and  TeoiieMi 
volunteers  wounded,  16. 

The  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  during  the  day  wai 
marked  by  the  most  deliberate  courage;  and  that  success  was  not  entiidf 
complete  in  every  particular,  was  owmg  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and 
to  the  delay  which'was  causMsd  in  passing  the  morass.  Where  all  behaied 
so  well,  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate.  I  cannot,  however,  forbno'  to  nMB* 
tion  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  Brown,  Major  Morrias,*  Gapliai 

•  Note  appended  in  pencil-marks.^ We  are  happf  to  perceive  that  this 
the  killed,  as  stated  in  our  Satarday*^  paper. 
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Boss,  Maitland,  Piercy,  and  Searle,  and  LienteHant  I^e,  of  the  artillery,  who 
sustained  the  first  unequal  combat  with  the  enemy  at  the  disputed  passage. 

These  were  followed  and  bravely  sustained  by  Colonel  Warren,  Captain 
£vans,  and  Lieutenant  Myrick,  of  the  Florida  militia,  and  by  Major  Gard- 
ner, Captains  Tompkins  and  Porter,  of  the  artillery,  and  the  ofiicers  and 
men  under  their  command.  Indeed,  no  liiirher  praise  can  be  paid  to  Colo- 
nel Pierce,  and  the  regular  troops  under  his  command,  both  officers  and  men, 
than  to  say  that  all  behaved  with  their  characteristic  valor;  and  those  who 
were  the  foremost  in  the  action  were  precisely  those  whom  circumstances 
and  the  nature  of  the  o^round  favored  in  their  advance. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  officers  engagcil  in  the  above  afTairs: 

The  Tennesseans  were  led  into  action  by  Colonel  Trousdale,  liieuten- 
ant  Colonel  Cahal,  (commandinsf  the  1st  regiment  in  the  absence  of  Colonel 
Bradford,  left  in  command  of  the  camp.)  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Guild. 
These  were  all  distinguished  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  during 
the  day.  Besides  his  active  participation  in  the  affair  of  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  hammock,  Colonel  Trousdale,  with  his  regiment,  joined  in  the  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy  at  the  disputed  passage  of  the  stream  with  his  usual 
spirit  and  valor.  For  the  names  of  the  company-officers  engHged  in  the  af- 
fiiir  of  the  2lst,  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  list. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  as  well  as  to  the  niemhersof  my 
staff,  were  1  to  overlook  them  on  this  occasion.  It  affi>rds  me  pleasure  to 
say  that  in  every  battle  they  displayed  the  most  deliberate  courage,  and  in 
every  march  they  were  prompt  and  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  Colonel  Randall,  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general  of  the  army, 
had  many  arduous  and  important  duties  to  perform,  in  which  he  always 
displayed  great  energy  and  decision,  and,  by  his  activity  and  intelligence, 
afforded  nie  great  service  in  the  field.  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  as  well  as  Colo- 
nels Braden,  Downing,  and  Putnam,  my  aids  de-camp,  and  General  Read, 
of  Florida,  (who  acted  as  my  volunteer  aiddecamp  on  several  important 
oocasions,)  are  entitled  to  my  warmest  thanks,  not  only  for  their  gallant 
conduct  in  the  field,  but  for  their  zeal  and  activity  on  all  occasions. 

The  army  having  been  on  half  rations  for  several  days — a  privation  to 
which  they  submitted  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  from  their  anxiety  to 
cootend  with  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible,  there  not  having  been  left,  for 
aeveral  days,  a  grain  of  corn  even  for  the  wagon  and  artillery  horses ;  while 
the  grass  of  the  country  at  this  season  afforded  no  adequate  support  to  them— 
on  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  felt  myself  compelled  reluctantly  to  marcli  to 
a  depot  for  supplies ;  and  accordingly  took  up  my  line  of  march  for  this 

Elace,  which  we  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day.  From  the  num- 
cr  of  trails  seen  leading  from  the  Wahoo  swamp  on  the  morning  of  tho 
jSM,  there  is  some  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  alxandoned  that  po- 
aition  on  the  night  of  the  2lst,  scatterinir  into  small  parties  to  avoid  pursuit. 
Had  the  nature  of  our  supplies  enabled  us  to  maintain  our  position  a  (^ew 
days  longer,  the  enemy  would  have  been  driven  from  all  his  liidinij-places. 
•  With  the  least  possible  delay,  the  troops  inider  my  comnjand  will  be  pre- 
pared lor  another  expedition,  and  will  take  up  the  line  of  march  in  purouit 
of  the  enemy. 

J  enclose  you,  herewith,  a  sketch  of  the  country  tho  scene  of  our  late 

operations,  the  dotted  lines  on  which  will  designate  the  routes  pursued  by 

the  army.    Much  of  the  interior  of  this  country  yet  remains  unexplored,  of 

-which  no  white  man  has  the  least  knowledge,    We  have  penetrated  the 

7 
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Cove  and  Wahoo  swamp  at  all  known  accessible  points,  and  have  faciliirJd 
tp  other  expeditions  the  work  of  dislodging  the  enemy  from  this  hitherto  in- 
accessible iastness.  No  description  can  do  justice  to  the  difficulty  of  peiK- 
trating  this  region  from  any  point.  The  map  has  been  prepared  by  that  in- 
telligent otficcr  and  excellent  draughtsman,  Captain  Searle,  of  the  Creek 
regiment. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  in  relation  to  the  movement  of  the  division  under 
Colonel  Pierce,  detached  from  the  Cove,  that  he  completely  fulfilled  iheob. 
jects  of  the  expedition.  After  crossing  to  the  south,  out  of  the  Cove,  by* 
route  hitherto  unknown,  in  which  the  greatest  diificulties  were  surmounicd, 
and  after  exploring  the  country  in  his  route,  he  met  with  no  more  import- 
ant incident  than  routing  and  dispersing  a  small  party  of  hostile  ludiani 
who  escaped  into  the  swamp.  He  discovered  no  recent  trails  leading  from 
the  Cove  to  the  south,  nor  any  other  practicable  access  to  it  on  that  sid» 
than  the  very  difficult  one  over  which  he  penetrated. 

In  noticing  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  I  ought 
not  to  omit  mentioning  some  of  the  friendly  Indians,  who  have  given  siaal 
instances  of  bravery  in  battle :  amongst  them,  Paddy  Carr,  Tustunnueff 
Ladffo,  and  John  Hopony  stand  conspicuous. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
General  command'uig^  ift 

To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington. 

[Lists  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter.] 

List  of  captains  and  officers  of  the  Tennessee  brigade  commanding  in  tk 
battle  eftht  I8th  of  November. 

1st  regiment — Wilson's  spy  company. — Captains  Fletcher,  Jones,  Crouchj 
Roberts,  Lipscombe,  Lewis  Levy,  Morriss,  and  Douthal. 

2d  regiment. — Captains  Cants,  Lauderdale,  of  spy  company,  Campbell, 
Finley,  Battle,  McCoin,  Bledsoe,  Grundy,  Chandler,'  Henry,  of  Robensoo, 
Lewis,  of  Nesbit,  and  I)avis. 

List  of  captains  and  officers  of  the  Tennessee  brigade  commanding  iittk 
battle  of  the  2]st  of  November. 

^st  regiment. — Captains  Fletcher,  Frierson,  Tipps,  Croucb,  Mc]laiM% 
Gibson,  Lipscombe,  and  Lieutenant  McLaurin. 

2d  regiment. — Captains  Lauderdale,  of  spy  company,  Campbell,  Fiokfr 
Bledsoe,  McCoin,  Battle,  Chandler,  Grundy,  Henry,  of  Turner,  AdjauM 
Nede,  commanding  Henry's  company,  of  Robertson,  and  Lieutenant  Hoi' 
son,  commanding  Nesbit's  company. 


Headquarters,  Volusia, 

December  2, 1838. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  delivered  to  me  by  Lieoteoait 
Johnston,  a  few  miles  from  this  place,  on  my  approach  ;  and  I  repHfi- 
cqpaingly  that  my  iU-health,  and  the  many  important  official  datiet  vfaick 
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[laye  claimed  my  attentioD,  should  have  compelled  me  to  delay  my  answer 
until  the  present  time. 

I  shall  surrender,  most  cheerfully,  to  General  Josup  the  command  of  the 
irmy,  in  which  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  supersede  me,  and  have 
{iven  Lieutenant  Johnston  every  facility  in  ray  ix)\ver  to  find  the  camp  of 
:hat  officer.  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  regarded  your  letter  as  the 
Host  extraordinary  document  1  ever  read. 

It  informed  me  of  a  rumor  which  had  reached  Washington  very  nn« 
Sivorable  to  my  conduct  and  military  character.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
means,  and  snpposed  means,  I  possessed  of  achieving  a  victory  over  the 
memy;  of  the  unwiUingness  of  the  department  to  credit  the  rumor,  but 
ibat  it  had  been  siibstaniialli/  coiffirmed  by  various  commmiicaUons  re« 
ceived,  <tc.,  and  further  ^^  ducidatcd^^  by  the  verbal  statement  of  Lieuten- 
ant "  Mitckelly^^  late  of  my  staff,  <fcc. 

You  proceed  to  state  that  "  no  definitive  judgment  has  been  formed  as 
to  the  circumstances  above  referred  to ;"  and  that,  although.  "  no  definitive 
judgment  has  been  formed  as  to  the  occurrences  above  referred  iOj^  you 
are  yet  instructed  by  the  President  to  pronounce  on  me  what  every  one 
must  conceive  to  be  the  deepest  censure,  and  to  supersede  me  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  army.  Thus  inflicting  the  severest  penalty  and  the  highest 
Jlsgrace,  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  visit  upon  me,  were  my  guilt 
established  by  the  most  incontrovertible  testimony.  All  this  is  done  with- 
wu  waiting  to  receive  my  official  report,  which  I  am  called  on  to  make 
ivithout  delay. 

Now,  sir,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  show,  by  a  plain  statement  of 
facts,  which  can  be  supported  by  the  oaths  of  hundreds  of  honorable  men, 
that  injustice  has  been  done  me,'  can  the  injury  be  repaired  ?  May  1  hope 
for  that  magnanimity  which  will  acknowledge  error,  and  redress  wrong? 

My  official  report  of  the  incidents  of  the  march  to  and  from  the  Withla- 
coochie  was  made  to  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  and  forwarded  from  Fort 
Drane  on  the  I9th  of  October  last.  It  was  made  while  suffering  under 
the  most  severe  indisposition,  and  does  not  do  justice  to  many  of  the 
officers  under  my  command,  or  to  myself.  But  I  did  not  feel  culpable  for 
my  thing  that  occurred,  and  therefore  made  no  defence  of  my  conduct. 
Lest  it  should  not  have  been  received  by  the  department,  a  copy  is  herewith 
enclosed.  Allow  me  to  o&r  a  remark  on  the  evidence  on  which  I  have 
been  condemned.  As  to  the  "  rumor,"  it  is  intangible,  and  I  shall  say 
nothing  about  it;  nor  are  the  communications,  which  you  mention  as 
having  been  received,  entitled,  in  my  estimation,  to  higher  credit,  as  they 
tnusi  have  been  destitute  of  truth.  For  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  who  seems  to 
have  "elucidated'' the  whole  matter,  and  whom  you  seem  to  have  con- 
sidered as  a  member  of  my  staff,  sent  on  to  Washington  and  Philadelphia 
by  me,  on  business  connected  with  the  replenishing  of  my  supplies,  I  must 
Bay,  if  he  made  such  representations,  he  was  truly  unfortunate  in  com- 
municating fads.  For  the  want  of  an  ordnance  officer,  so  often  complained 
of  to  the  department  by  the  officers  in  command  in  Florida,  1  appointed  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  take  charge  of  the  ammunition,  in  the  same  order  in  which  my 
staff  was  announced  to  the  arujy.  He  marched  with  us  from  Suwanee 
Old  town,  and  lived  in  the  family  of  General  Armstrong,  nniil  a  fevv  days 
before  our  return  from  the  Wilhlacoochie  to  Fort  Drane,  when  he  came 
into  the  mess  with  myself  and  staff.  On  our  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  he 
applied  for  permission  to  go  to  Black  creek,  which  was  readily  granted* 
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He  suggested  that  he  might  be  of  service  in  procuring  and  f  irwarding 
the  clothing  and  blankets,  which  I  intended  to  order  the  quartermaster  at 
Black  creek  to  purchase  for  the  friendly  Indians,  as  it  had  been  represented 
by  their  commander  that  they  were  in  great  want  of  those  articles. 

At  Black  creek  I  understood  he  applied  to  one  of  ray  aids  then  at  that 
place,  for  an  order  to  proceed  to  Charleston  and  Philadelphia  to  make  those 
purchases.  This  was  done  without  my  knowledge,  and  certainly  very 
contrary  to  my  intention,  as  I  did  not  wish  him  to  go  farther  than  Black 
creek.  He  has  forwarded  no  clothing  for  the  Indians,  nor  has  he  made 
any  report  of  his  proceeding's.  I  have  to  request  that  this  officer  may  be 
ordered,  without  delay,  to  join  his  company  at  F^ort  Clinch,  on  the  Withla- 
coochie.  As  to  his  having  been  sent  by  me  to  replenish  my  supplies,  the 
statement  is  erroneous.  The  Indians  were  almost  naked,  and  I  felt  it  iny 
duty  to  have  them  clothed,  on  the  requisition  of  their  commander. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  answer  the  complaints  or  accusations  which  ycu 
were  instructed  by  the  President  to  prefer  against  me,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  made.  And,  first,  as  it  regards  his  <^  disappointment  and  suqi^rise' 
that  1  should  have  commenced  the  execution  of  a  campaign  of  so  much 
importance,  and  so  long  meditated,  without  first  taking  eflfectual  measures 
to  secure  the  necessary  supplies.  When  I  formed  my  plan  of  campaigr, 
whici)  was  submitted  to  the  department,  Micanopy,  but  ten  miles  distant 
from  Fort  Drane,  was  held  as  a  military  post,  and  was  relied  on  as  one  of 
the  depots  from  whence  supplies  could  be  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  armjr 
while  engaged  in  that  quarter.  Tampa  Bay  was  another  depot  already 
established ;  and  I  proposed  another  near  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie, 
and  one  at  this  place.  So  soon  as  I  was  advised  of  the  time  when  the 
Tennesseans  would  leave  their  cantonment  in  Alabama  for  Florida,  I  seat 
an  express  to  Colonel  Crane,  commanding  the  forces  in  East  Florida,  to 
employ  the  whole  transport  train  at  Black  creek  in  carrying  supplies  to 
Micanopy.  In  a  few  days  after  this,  1  learned,  with  surprise  and  embarrass- 
ment, that  Micanopy  had  been  abandoned  by  that  officer.  This  gave  the 
enemy  undisputed  possession  of  the  country  for  forty  miles  farther  north. 
They  were  bravely  met  and  tough t  on  several  occasions  by  Colonels  War- 
ren  and  Mills,  of  Florida,  and  Captain  Tompkins  of  the  United  States 
artillery.  But  they  were  too  numerous  for  our  forces,  and  I  had  not  the 
means  of  driving  them  back,  and  advancing  other  posts,  until  I  entered  the 
country  with  the  Tennessee  brigade.  In  pursuance  of  my  plan  of  cam- 
paign,  abundant  supplies  of  every  kind  were  deposited  at  Black  creeky  and 
steamboats  were  in  readiness,  with  which  provisions  and  forage  could  be 
conveyed  to  this  place  in  twelve  hours.  Thus,  on  the  eastern  margin  of 
the  peninsula,  I  was  as  fully  prepared  as  the  nature  of  the  country  woall 
admit  of,  and  as  any  general  could  have  been  at  the  opening  of  a  campaign. 
t^  On  the  western  side  of  the  ])eninsula  I  had  only  sufficient  force  to  estab- 
lish a  depot  at  the  Suwanee  Old-town,  where  supplies  were  placed  for  the 
use  of  the  army  when  advancing  into  the  enemy's  country.  At  St  Hark^ 
ample  stores  of  every  kind  were  deposited  ready  to  be  conveyed  to  the  With- 
lacoochie  whenever  the  army  should  advance  to  war  and  protect  them. 

Before  this,  it  was  impossible,  with  the  means  which  I  possessed,  to  estab- 
lish that  depot. 

I  On  the  19th  day  of  September  I  marched  with  the  Tennessee  brigade 
from  I'allahassee  for  Suwanee  Old-town,  where  we  arrived  on  the  84th. 
Before  Heft  Tallahassee,  in  addition  to  the  supplies  at  the  Old-t0WD|alaip 
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;  bri£,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  had  sailed  from  St.  Mark's  to  the  mouth 
;  of  me  Snwanee.  Other  vessels  were  known  to  be  on  their  way  from  New 
:  Orleans  with  additional  supplies,  and  the  quartermaster  was  ordered  to 
!  charter  a  still  further  number  to  carry  the  public  stores  from  St.  Mark's  to 
the  same  destination.  The  steamboat  Minerva,  calculated,  from  her  draught 
^  of  water,  to  enter  and  ascend  the  Wilhlacoochie,  was  chartered  on  the  17th 
'  of  September  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  forage  and  ammunition  from  one  of  Gen- 
;  eral  Jesup's  depots  on  the  Chattahoochie,  and  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Su- 
i"  wanee,  where  she  was  by  appointment  to  be  on  the  24th  of  September.  The 
I  steamboats  sent  me  by  the  Government,  under  the  command  of  naval  offi- 
[\  cers,  were  already  in  the  Suwanec  river,  where  I  found  them  on  my  arrival. 
"_  One  of  those  boats,  the  Izard,  was  ordered  by  Commodore  Dallas  to  return 
1^  to  Pensacola ;  the  other  two  required  repairs,  and  their  crews  were  pros- 
'■^  trate  by  disease.  I  ordered  the  Izard  to  remain,  and  permitted  the  other  two 
'^  (neither  of  which  could  enter  the  Withlacoochic)  to  proceed  to  Pensacola  for 
•-  supplies  and  fresh  crews,  expectmg  them  to  return  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but 

-  Ihey  have  never  yet  returned  to  their  station,  nor  am  I  informed  in  what  man- 
^  ner  they  have  been  employed  by  Commodore  Dallas.    On  the  29th  day  of 

-  Septemoer  General  Read,  of  Florida,  then  at  Suwanee  Old-town,  was  select. 
"t-  ed  for  his  well-established  intrepidity  ofcharacter,  his  untiring  perseverance, 
-'  and  his  knowledge  of  the  Withlacoochic,  to  take  command  of  a  dotachment 
3-  of  Florida  militia  and  a  small  detachment  of  regular  troops  daily  expected 
■:^  from  Key  West  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee,  and  with  the  steam« 
='■  boat  Iz^ird  and  two  large  barges,  (which,  of  themselves,  were  capable  of  carry- 

-  ing  600  barrels  of  freight.)  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee,  where, 
^']  it  was  supposed,  he  would  find  the  steamboat  Minerva  and  several  othA 
t  vessels  with  supplies,  and  proceed  at  once  with  them  all  to  the  mouth  of  the 
c'  Withlacoochie,  (only  thirty-fivft  miles  distant,)  and  to  ascend  the  river  with 
•i;:  the  steamboats  and  barges,  and  establish  a  depot  at  Graham's  camp,  about 
!:  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  above  the  mouth. 

%t      Thns  prepared,  on  the  same  day,  the  29th  of  September,  the  army  march- 
■i;:  cd,  without  a  wagon-train,  carrying  ten  days'  supply  of  provisions  on  their 
.[r  riding  and  pack-horses,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Fort  Drane,  which  had  been 
js  for  some  time  abandoned  by  our  troops.     The  night  before,  an  express  was 
fi:  sent  to  Major  Pierce,  at  Black  creek,  advising  him  of  my  intended  move- 
-ri  ments,  and  directing  him  to  advance  without  delay  with  his  forces  and  all 
"i;  the  transport  wagons  with  supplies  for  the  army,  relying  on  the  large  crops 
r  of  corn  known  to  have  been  made  at  General  Clinch's  and  Mchitosh's 
<  plantations  for  forage  for  our  horses.     On  the  1st  day  of  October  the  army 
r  arrived  at  Fort  Drane,  and  but  for  the  escape  of  an  Indian  from  a  party  we 
surprised  and  destroyed,  about  ten  miles  off,  who  gave  intelligence  of  our 
approach,  the  whole  Mickasuky  tribe  would  have  been  surprised,  and  per- 
haps destroyed.     We  were  grreatly  disappointed  in  finding  no  corn  at  either 
the  plantation  of  General  Clinch  or  of  Mcintosh  :  though  large  crops  were 
xnade,  it  had  all  been  destroyed  by  the  Indians  and  cattle,  which  had  free 
access  to  the  fields. 

We,  however,  found  an  abundance  of  sugar-cane,  on  which  our  horses 
were  fed,  and  on  which  they  were  greatly  improved.  The  express  sent  to 
:]Major  Pierce  did  not  from  some  cause  arrive  at  Black  creek  by  three  days 
as  early  as  it  should  have  done;  but,  expecting  my  orders  to  advance,  his 
-w-agons  were  all  loaded  and  in  readiness;  and  in  two  hours  after  the  arrival 
of  the  express,  though  it  was  late  at  night,  his  whole  train  was  in  motio\^^., 
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and  he  joined  rae  on  the  eveninjr  of  the  8tfi  of  Oclober.  I  reported  to  the 
department  that  he  hroiight  me  seven  days'  rations  for  the  whole  array.  This 
was  according  to  the  reports  made  to  me  at  the  time ;  but  the  estimate  did 
not  hold  out,  and  many  of  the  companies  received  hul  five  days'  rations. 
With  this  supply  I  resolved  to  follow  the  trail  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
find  his  stronghold,  in  preference  to  taking  the  roads  made  by  our  armies 
in  former  marches,  and,  as  a  further  security  against  the  necessity  of  being 
compelled  to  fall  back  for  supplies  in  any  contingency,  I  had  ordered  two 
steamboats  and  several  schooners  to  be  laden  with  storage  and  provisions, 
and  to  sail  immediately  up  the  St.  John's  river,  and  come  to  anchor  in 
Lake  George,  there  to  await  a  signal  from  me  to  advance  to  Volusia,  only 
six  miles  distant.  These  orders  were  promptly  executed  :  the  vessels  as- 
cended and  took  their  stations,  where  they  remained  until  they  were  order- 
ed by  an  express  boat  to  return  to  Black  creek.  ^I'he  army  marched  on  the 
evening  of  the  9ih  from  Fort  Drane  ;  the  trail  of  the  enemy  led  us  to  his 
stronghold  in  the  Cove  of  the  Wiihlacoochie.  We  arrived  at  this  point  on 
the  morning  of  the  ISih  ;  that  day  was  j^pent  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
river  without  success.  The  next  morning,  the  14th,  the  army  having  Irss 
than  two  days'  rations  to  subsist  on,  it  became  necessary  to  march  to  one  of 
the  depots  for  relief.  I  found  the  Cove  of  the  Withlacoochie  so  much  lover 
down  the  river  than  I  expected,  and  consequently  so  much  farther  from 
Volusia,  that  I  deemed  it  impossible  lor  the  army,  without  great  distress,  to 
reach  the  latter  place,  as  it  would  require  a  march  of  six  or  seven  days.  I 
called  a  council  of  war  to  advise  with  the  officers,  and,  after  hearing  my 
views,  they  were  adopted  ;  and  it  was  almost  unanimously  determined  thai 
vJe  should  march  to  the  depot  ordered  to  be  established  on  the  Withlacoo- 
chie.   We  accordingly  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  that  place. 

Major  GofF,  of  the  Tennessee  brigade,  was  sent  with  two  hundred  men 
in  advance,  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  the  depot ;  if  he  should  not  find  it, 
to  fire  signal  guns  with  his  whole  command  until  he  received  a  response 
from  General  Kead.  He  advanced  to  Graham's  camp,  the  place  directed 
for  the  depot ;  he  remained  there  during  the  night  of  the  15th  ;  the  signal 
gnus  were  fired  on  the  evening  preceding  and  on  that  morning,  without  r^ 
ceiving  a  reply. 

Despairing  of  finding  the  depot,  or  of  hearing  from  General  Read,  the 
country  being  impassable  by  land  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  having 
no  boat  to  descend  by  water,  he  determined  to  return,  and  sent  an  express 
to  meet  and  inform  me  of  the  result  of  his  examination.  On  the  16th,  the 
express  met  me  about  noon,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  point  designated 
for  the  depot.  The  army  was  immediately  halted.  General  Read  had  not 
been  heard  from  since  the  29th  of  September ;  the  provisions  of  the  army 
were  almost  entirely  exhausted ;  relief  must  be  had  as  soon  as  practicable, 
or  extreme  suflfering:  was  the  inevitable  consequence. 

The  army  could  not  roach  Graham's  camp,  on  the  Withlacoochie,  that 
ni^ht.  If  we  advanced  farther,  and  spent  two  more  days  without  findio; 
relief;  the  consequences  must  have  been  fatal.  In  this  trying  situation 
something  must  be  done,  and  done  quickly.  Afterafew  moments'  consult- 
ation with  General  Armstrong  and  Major  Pierce,  I  n^ved  to  march  to 
Fort  Drane,  where  it  was  certain  we  could  get  beef  for  the  nnny  and  sogar- 
cane  for  the  horses.  In  this  we  were  not  disappointed.  Wc  reached  Fort 
Drane  the  night  of  the  17th  ;  an  express  was  sent  to  Black  creek  to  forward 
supplies,  which  met  the  army  and  relieved  its  tiecesaities.    ItmsCibstl 
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•have  abundantly  shown  that,  from  the  state  of  preparation  as  eorly  as  the 
29th  of  September,  I  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  depot  ordered  to 
be  established  at  Graham's  camp,  on  the  Withlacoochie,  would  be  completed 
by  the  IGtli  of  October  ot  least. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  causes  which  are  known  positively  to  have  led 
to  this  disappointment,  and  to  my  distressing  embarrassments.  Before  the 
5th  day  of  October,  General  Read  was  at  the  month  of  the  Withlacoochie 
with  an  abundant  supply  of  every  thing  for  the  use  of  the  ormy.  He  ordered 
the  officer  commanding  the  steamboat  Izard  to  carefully  examine  the  en- 
trance into  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  then  to  enter,  and  ascend  to  the  point 
-designated  for  the  depot.  In  this  attempt,  tlie  steamboat,  unfortunately, 
through  mistake  or  accident,  was  thrown  across  the  channel,  which  being 
narrow,  she  grounded  at  the  bow  and  stern  at  full  tide ;  and,  when  the  water 
ielly  she  broke  in  two,  from  the  weight  of  her  engine,  and  sunk.  The  des- 
tination of  the  steamboat  Minerva  having  lieen  changed  by  General  Jesup, 
(certainly  with  no  expectation  that  it  would  embarrass  my  movements  in 
the  smallest  degree,)  who  ordered  her,  as  I  have  been  officially  informed  by 
her  enterprising  captain,  to  take  at  least  one  trip  to  the  mouth  of  the  Apala- 
chicola,  with  the  Creek  warriors,  before  she  took  in  a  cargo  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochie  for  the  Withlacoochie,  she  was  also  ordered  by  Colonel  Lang  to 
make  a  second  trip,  in  which  she  was  greatly  delayed  by  a  fall  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochie  ;  and,  instead  of  arriving  on  the  24th  September,  according  to  ap- 
pointment, she  did  not  make  her^appearance  until  the  22d  day  of  October. 
In  the  mean  time,  General  Read,  with  his  usual  energy  and  untiring  perse- 
verance, proceeded  to  fortify  a  large  barge,  which  he  loaded  with  supplies, 
and  was  in  the  act  of  passing  the  bar  to  ascend  and  establish  the  depot  at 
all  hazards,  when  the  Minerva  appeared  in  view. 

On  that  very  day,  General  Kead.  aided  by  that  invaluable  officer.  Colonel 
Wood,  a  member  of  my  staff,  who  had  taken  the  temporary  command  of 
the  Minerva  for  this  expedition,  succeeded  in  ascending  the  river  and  estab- 
lishing the  depot,  where  there  has  been  an  nbundantsupply  of  public  stores 
ever  since. 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the  accusation  just,  and  can  it  be  supported 
in  truth,  that  I  did  commence  "the  execution  of  this  important  campaign 
without  having  first  taken  effectual  measures  to  secure  all  needful  supplies  T 
I  answer  that  it  is  not ;  and  the  charge  cannot  be  supported,  as  it  is  proven 
by  the  fact  that  the  Minerva,  on  the  first  day  of  her  arrival,  succeeded  in 
establishing  the  depot.  That  the  steamboat  Izard  should  have  been  lost, 
niay  be  attributed  alone  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Government  in  selecting 
naval  officers  to  navigate  steamboats  in  narrow  channels  and  rivers,  who 
have  been  instructed  only  in  navigating  ships  on  the  ocean. 

Had  the  Izard  been  navigated  by  one  skilful  from  long  practice  in  the 
manaorement  of  steamboats,  it  is  the  opinion  of  General  Read  that  there 
i^ould  have  been  no  difficulty  in  ascending  the  stream. 

It  may  be  asked  why  I  did  not  make  known  all  these  facts  in  my  official 
re|K)rl  of  the  19th  of  October?  1  answer,  that  many  of  them  had  not  then 
transpired ;  others  were  then  unknown  to  me.  But,  had  they  all  been  com- 
municated on  that  day,  they  could  not  have  saved  nie,  as  the  President  was 
pleased  to  censure  and  supersede  me  in  command  of  the  army,  on  rumor, 
without  waitmg  for  my  official  report.  Having  answered,  as  I  conceive 
fully,  the  first  ground  of  complaint  alleged  against  me,  I  proceed  to  the  sec- 
-ond  charge  :  "  that,  after  approaching  so  near  the  enemy  with  so  V«^j^  ^ 
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force,  and  finding  him  disposed,  apparently,  to  give  me  battle,  I  should  have 
retired  without  a  more  serious  attempt  to  cross  the  river  and  drive  him  from 
his  position."  In  answer  to  this  charge,  I  say,  and  will  maintain  with 
facts,  that  the  passage  of  the  river,  with  the  means  I  possessed,  and  withia 
the  time  in  which  our  supplies  required  it  to  be  done,  was  a  rational  impos- 
sibility, and  conid  not  have  been  accomplished  by  General  Jackson  himselt 
.  Tliis  fact  was  fully  ascertained  at  the  time,  and  has  been  further  coo- 
firmed,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  army,  on  our  last  visit  to  the  Cove. 

I  may  not  speak  of  myself,  or  of  my  own  desire  to  cross  and  give  battle  to 
the  enemy.  But  I  can  assure  the  President  that  the  brave  Tennesseaat, 
headed  by  their  gallant  leader,  were  impatient  at  every  moment's  delay  ia 
pursuing  the  enemy,  and  that  they  have  never  stopped  at  any  barrier,  how- 
ever formidable,  which  could  be  overcome  by  hardy  enterprise.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  river  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  General  Armstrong  aad 
myself  entered  the  swamp  with  the  spies  and  advanced  guard.  We  had  been 
induced  to  believe  the  stream  was  fordable,  and  that  a  passage  could  be 
forced  in  the  presence  and  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Under  tins  belief 
we  resolved  to  make  the  attempt.  The  spies,  through  mistake,  had  pre* 
ceded  the  guides,  one  of  whom  was  a  prisoner  captured  the  evening  before. 
A  halt  was  ordered,  to  give  the  guides  time  to  advance  to  the  front  and  take 
the  trail  to  the  ford.  I  halted  myself  in  view  of  the  river,  which  was  so 
wide,  from  its  overflowing  the  banks,  that  1  took  it  to  be  one  of  those  lakei 
so  frequently  found  in  the  swamps  of  this  country.  General  Armstrong 
advanced  with  the  guides  to  the  head  of  the  spies,  and  approached  the  sap* 
posed  ft)rd. 

The  guides  entered  the  river;  Major  Lauderdale,  a  gallant  and  veteran 
soldier,  was  close  behind  them.  General  Armstrong,  than  whom  a  braver 
man  never  lived,  was  the  first  person  in  advance,  and  at  the  water^s  edge, 
(the  two  front  liorses  were  already  swimming,)  when  the  Indians  poured  ia 
a  heavy  volley  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Our  advance  retired,  for- 
tunately without  any  loss  or  injury.  The  fire  was  returned  with  great 
spirit  by  the  spies.  General  Armstrong  rejoined  me,  and  reported  the  river 
to  be  at  least  2U0  yards  wide,  swimming  from  bank  to  bank,  with  drift-wood 
passing  rapidly  down  the  current.  I  immediately  ordered  ail  the  horsemen 
to  retire  from  the  swamp,  satisfied  with  the  impracticability  of  swimming  the 
stream  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  After  reaching  the  open  ground  in 
the  rear.  Major  Gordon  most  gallantly  ofiered  to  lead  his  battalion  pa  fool, 
to  give  a  fiirtlier  examination  to  the  river,  and  to  engage  the  enemy. 

He  was  authorized  to  do  so ;  and  he  and  his  command  advanced  with 
great  intrepidity  to  the  bank  of  the  stream,  when  they  received  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  which  was  instantly  returned,  and  continued  until  they  were 
ordered  to  retire,  having  silenced  the  yelh  and  nearly  the  firing  of  the  ene- 
my. As  stated  in  my  official  report,  the  gallant  Major  Gordon,  and  three  of 
his  brave  followers,  were  wounded  in  this  aflTair.  The  report  of  Major  Gor- 
don and  his  officers  confirmed  the  opinion  I  had  at  first  formed,  that  the 
passage  of  the  river  on  horseback  was  impossible.  The  next  mode  of  past- 
ing was  by  the  construction  of  rafts  ;  this  wjis  proposed.  I  have  previoasif 
said  that  I  marched  from  Suwanee  Old  town  with  no  other  transporlatioa 
than  pack-horses:  hence  we  brought  with  us  no  other  tools  than  a  few  axei» 
I  called  on  Major  Pierce,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  no  others  tbaa 
those  reqtijred  by  the  pioneers.  We  had  not  expected  to  meet  with  suchi 
barrier,  and  were,  therefore,  unprepared  to  overcome  it.    To  conatnicc  ntt^ 
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;ufficient  number  of  men  to  meet  a  formidable  body  of  Indians, 
re  been  the  work  of  some  time,  with  the  best  preparation.  With 
d  not  have  been  accomplished  before  the  last  ounce  of  provisions 
3p  would  have  been  consumed ;  besides  there  were  no  suitable  ma- 
«  found  in  the  neighborhood  for  the  construction  of  rafts.  The 
,  it  is  welt  known,  will  sink  almost  as  soon  as  lead  ;  and  the  hard, 
)d  of  the  swamp,  except  when  it  is  found  dead  and  dry,  is  but  little 
able.  I  have  had  more  than  one  occasion  in  the  south  to  make  the 
t,  and  know  that  it  will  not  succeed.  But  admitting,  for  the  sake 
jnt,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  rafts  of  the  best  materials  could 
constructed  in  one  hour  to  cross  the  whole  army  at  a  single  trip ; 
passage  have  been  effected,  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  without 
^hter  ?  A  raft  could  not  have  been  carried  over  in  less  than  ten 
ninutes,  during  which  time  the  men  would  have  been  exposed  to 

aim  of  a  concealed  enemy.  It  may  be  said  that  the  ratls  mieht 
built,  and  the  men  crossed  over,  at  some  other  point  than  that 
)y  the  enemy ;  but  the  falling  of  the  trees,  and  sound  of  the  axes 
(\g  materials  to  construct  the  raft,  would  soon  attract  the  atten- 
igilant  enemy,  and  he  would  be  prepared  to  meet  you  wherever 

attempt  to  cross,  unless  you  went  to  some  distant  place.  I  as- 
sir,  that  the  passage  of  this  river  at  any  point  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
ilmost  impossible  without  boats.  I  am  aware  that  the  President 
m  that,  if  we  had  passed  into  the  Cove,  we  should  have  found  an 
J  of  corn  ;  but  in  this  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  I  examined  the 
5rson,  and  am  well  convinced  that  there  could  not  have  been  five 
corn  raised  in  it,  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of  corn  having 
jht  to  it  from  any  other  place ;  which  corroborates  tlie  statements 
)risoners,  that  they  made  no  corn,  and  were  living  alone  on  beef, 
article  v^s  generally  unfit  for  use,  and  we  destroyed  hundreds  of 
ih  our  hungry  troops  would  not  use. 

►sequent  difficulties  in  crossing  the  river,  after  the  water  had  fallen 
)roves  it  to  have  been  impossible  at  the  time  the  first  attempt  was 
ve  still  found  it  swimming  in  some  places,  and  in  all  others  deep 
)resenting  a  width  of  220  yards,  bordered  on  both  sides  with  deep 
amps. 

yet  to  speak  of  the  stream  flowing  from  the  lake  into  the  river, 
detachment  of  Tennessee  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
^.1  Gill,  attempted  to  cross  without  success  on  the  I3th  day  of  Oc* 
!iis  formed  another  barrier,  and,  with  the  lake  on  the  north  and 
icoochie  on  the  south,  constituted  a  defence  equalled  only  by  the 
'.  On  our  last  visit  to  the  Withlacoochie,  supposing  the  passage 
■ove  would  be  obsiinatoly  defended  by  the  enemy,  the  Tennessee 
ith  its  usual  gallantry,  claimed  the  honor  of  forcing  the  passage, 
awarded  to  them  ;  but  while  they  were  preparing  to  advance,  a 
n  the  friendly  Indians,  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  banks,  informed  me 
)f  their  number  had  already  crossed,  and  could  find  no  recent  sign 
ny.  On  receiving:  this  intelligence.  General  Armstrong,  Colonel 
,  and  the  other  officers  present,  with  the  same  spirit  of  chivalry 
uced  them  to  make  the  request,  (knowing  it  was  my  wish,  in  the 
ice,  that  the  regular  troops  and  Creek  warriors  should  be  sent  into 
declined  the  permission  granted  them,  and  asked  permission  to 
V  enterprise  at  the  stream  flowing  from  the  lake  and  the  towti%\«»- 


£  278  ]  106 

yond  it,  wliere  Lieulenant  Colonel  Gill  and  his  brave  followers  had  fc^ughi 
so  gallantly  on  the  13th  of  October.  Accordingly,  then,  the  Tennessee  bn- 
gade  was  ordered  to  that  point;  they  approached  in  the  confident  expecij. 
tion  of  finding  the  enemy  there  strongly  posted  and  in  great  force.  Tim 
were  disappointed  ;  they  fonnd  no  impediment  to  their  inarch,  but  the  strean 
itself,  and  the  swamps  and  marshes  with  which  it  was  bordered  on  bod 
sides.  The  water  had  greatly  subsided ;  but  the  stream  was  wide  ami 
deep,  in  some  places  still  swimming,  the  banks  boggy,  and  covered  withi 
dense  undergrowth. 

Tiie  report  of  General  Armstrong  and  all  the  officers  of  liis  brigade 
proves  the  impossibility  of  crossing  when  the  attempt  was  first  made,  ot 
the  13th  of  October,  and  .sustains  the  high  character  of  Colonel  Gill  foriu 
bearing  and  good  conduct  on  that  day.  I  have  already,  in  my  official  re- 
port of  the  27th  ultimo,  mentioned  the  destruction  of  the  towns  beyond  this 
stream  by  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Trousdale,  accoa* 
panied  by  Major  Barry,  the  aid  of  General  Armstrong,  who  gallantly  volan- 
teered  his  services  on  this  occasion.  1  trust,  sir,  that  the  difficulties  whidi 
presented  themselves  in  the  passage  of  the  river,  the  want  of  means  to  over- 
come them,  and  the  necessity  which  required  that  the  army  should  mareh 
immediately  to  a  depot  for  supplies,  show  sufficient  and  abundant  reaaons 
why  I  did  not  cross  the  river  and  drive  the  enemy  from  his  positio^i.  Wba 
I  marched  from  the  camp  opposite  the  Cove,  my  route  was  down  the  banks 
of  the  Withlacoocliie,  merely  avoiding  its  swamps,  which  were  impamablt 
I  had,  as  1  iiave  shown,  a  right  confidently  to  believe  I  should  find  suppfa 
in  a  march  of  thirty-five  or  forty  miles.  1  expected  to  cross  one-half  of  tbear- 
my  in  boats  at  that  point,  and,  in  a  few  days,  march  up  on  both  sides  and  attack 
the  enemy.  The  idea  of  a  "  retrograded^  movement  had  never  been  coi- 
ceived  by  me,  or  any  officer  of  my  command.  I  thought  it  best  to  maidi 
this  short  distance  on  the  line  of  the  enemy's  barrier,  to  a  point  where  tk 
pressing  necessities  of  the  army  could  be  supplied,  when  a  portion  of  it 
might  be  crossed  over  the  river,  with  its  baggage,  without  difficulty;  aad 
from  whence  the  whole  force  could  arrive  at  the  Cove  in  five  days,  and 
attack  and  rout  the  emcny.  I  deemed  this  more  judicious  than  to  ezhavt 
the  last  remnant  of  our  supplies  in  a  fruitless  efibrt  to  cross  the  river,  whidi 
in  our  situation,  was  lielieved  to  be  impossible. 

Yet  this  charge  of  making  retrograde  movements  has  been  made  by  tin 
Department  of  War,  sustained  by  the  high  authority  of  the  Presideotof 
the  United  States,  and  constitutes  the  first  sentence  in  the  order  to  GeiMiil 
Jesup  by  which  1  am  superseded.  All  this  is  done  on  '<  rumor,"  and  bete 
a  "definitive-' judgment  has  been  formed  of  my  conduct.  I  believe  the  eijt 
nation  I  have  given,  and  the  proofs  I  am  prepared  to  oflTer,  will  DOtowr 
acquit,  but  justify  me  in  the  opinions  of  all  unprejudiced  men.  Batdi 
judge  who  condemns  the  prisoner  on  <<  rumor"  unproved,  and  causes  ba 
to  l^  executed  before  a  "  definitive"  judgment  is  formed  of  his  guilt,  willii- 
dom  admit,  on  any  testimony,  however  conclusive,  that  this  unhappy  ■>  1^ 
died  innocent.  I 

That  I  did  not  meet  with  supplies  on  the  Withlacoochie,  accordiifl'  K 
my  expectations,  1  have  and  still  consider  one  of  the  greatest  misfeitt»  \^ 
which  could  have  befallen  me,  and  has  been  a  source  of  the  deepest  ffoitt'  | 
fication. 

Dut  it  was  from  no  fault  of  mine,  for  I  had  prepared  ail  the  oaoeaT 
means  to  insure  success;  and,  but  for  the  circumstanciss  which  I  bin     | 
xnentioned,  w\\\cYv  eovxXdi  ylov  \»  wv\k.v{Etfid  by  any  oney  the  depot  wooH 
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I  been  establishftd  before  the  5th  of  October.  When,  however,  I  failed  in 
lese  well  grounded  expectations,  what  was  next  to  be  done?  Shonld 
irmy  perish  in  the  wilderness,  or  should  it  march  in  pursuit  of  food? 
'ferred  the  latter,  and  it  was  done. 

he  several  complaints  which  you  hnve  mentioned  against  mc,  when 

II  collectively,  amount  to  the  charge  of  having  made  a  retrograde  move- 
t  before  the  enemy.  This  charge  will  be  repelled  by  the  united  voice 
iC  whole  army  which  1  have  the  honor  to  command,  and  I  am  prepared 
,'et  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will  satisfy  my  friends  and  country  of  the 
^tice  which  has  been  done  me. 

he  apprehensions  of  the  President  for  the  safety  of  the  frontier,  sup- 
d  to  have  been  exposed  by  what  you  have  been  pleased  to  denominate 
"retrograde  movements,"  were  entirely  unnecessary,  and  must  have 
m  from  his  want  of  information  of  my  position  at  t'ort  Drane,  and  of 
act  that  the  last  scout  of  the  enemy  had  been  destroyed  or  driven  across 
Withlacoochie. 

nee  writing  the  above,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yon  that  Major 
eral  Jesup  has  arrived  at  my  camp,  and  that  on  this  day  (4th  December) 
ill  surrender  to  him  the  command  of  the  army  in  Florida.  Feeling  a 
'  interest  in  the  prompt  and  successful  termination  of  this  troublesome 
I  am  highly  gratified  at  being  relieved  in  command  by  an  officer  of 
I  distinguished  merit.  But  I  owe  it  to  him,  as  nay  successor,  to  say  that 
lay,  and  most  probably  will,  meet  with  embarrassments  and  delays  in 
execution  of  his  high  trust,  which  hnve  not  and  cannot  be  anticipated 
he  Government.  He  will  find,  as  others  have  done,  that  the  iransporta- 
of  supplies  into  the  interior,  even  now,  when  all  the  depots  are  estab- 
fd  and  well  furnished,  will  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  embar- 
ment ;  and  that  to  keep  an  army  constantly  acting  against  the  enemy, 
her  force  of  equal  size  should  be  employed  in  constructing  and  ^ar- 
ling  posts,  and  in  protecting  the  transport  train  in  its  passage.  Believ- 
sir,  that  1  have  sustained  the  deepest  injury,  and  that  I  have  been 
ed  with  the  greatest  injustice  by  the  orders  of  the  President,  communi- 
d  in  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  1  must  avail  myself  of  .the  common 
ilege  of  demanding  an  investigation  of  my  conduct.  I  have,  therefore, 
ectfnlly  to  suggest  that  a  court  of  inquiry  may  \ye  ordered  to  assemble, 
iquire  into  and  report  on  all  the  official  improprieties  with  which  I  am 
•ged.  In  making  this  request,  I  have  no  right,  perhaps,  to  offer  a  sug- 
ion  with  regard  to  the  lime  or  place  when  and  where  the  court  should 
mble.  But  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  myself  to  inform  the  department,  that,  by 
[atigue  and  exposure  I  have  encountered  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
paign,  during  a  continued  stage  of  enfeebled  health,  I  have  coritracted 
jease  of  the  lungs,  which  would  cause  a  visit  to  the  north  during  the 
ter  months  to  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences.  It  would, 
efore,  he  to  me  a  matter  of  vital  importance  that  some  other  time  or 
e  should  he  selected. 

>  soon  as  I  shall  have  passed  this  ordeal,  I  shall,  with  great  pleasure, 
er  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  my  resignation  as  Governor  of 
Territory  of  Florida. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Omeral^  commanding,   . 
oa.  B.  F.  Butler,  '  ■ 

Acting  Secrtlary  of  War,  Washington. 
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Hradquarters,  Volusia, 

December  6,  IS36. 

Sir  :  I  regret  exceedingly  that  T  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  addrem- 
ing  the  department  again  on  a  subject  which  may  not  be  agreeable;  and,ii 
doing  so,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  offering  the  least  disrespect  to 
yon,  as  nothing  could  be  more  foreign  from  my  intentions.  But  when  then 
IS  awarded  censure  against  me,  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Govern, 
ment,  1  hold  that  I  have  a  right  (which  cannot  with  propriety  be  denied  me) 
of  pl.\cing  on  the  same  record  my  explanation  or  justiiicatiou. 

I  therefore  deem  it  a  duly  which  I  owe  myself  to  address  you,  in  reply  to 
a  letter  I  hnve  received,  dated  October  7,  and  signed  C.  A.  Harris,  acting 
Secretary  of  War.  That  this  letter  was  dictated,  if  not  written,  by  the  Ian 
Secretary,  no  one  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  will  doubt  for  asin^jk 
moment ;  and  it  is  most  manifest  that  he  retired  from  office  on  the  6th,  roakiif 
a  clerk  of  his  oflice  a  catspaw  to  sign  the  letter  on  the  7th  of  October.  Hot 
far  such  a  course  is  justifiable,  I  am  content  that  others  should  express  at 
opinion  ;  I  intend  only  a  vindication  of  my  own  conduct,  and  shall  memioa 
that  of  others  only  when  it  becomes  necessary. 

The  letter  of  the  7ih  of  October  is  in  reply  to  a  remark  contained  in  • 
letter  of  mine  to  General  Jesup.  He  had  inquired  whether  the  necessujr 
measures  had  been  adopted,  to  prevent  the  intercourse  between  the  lodiiH 
of  Florida  and  Spanish  fishermen  and  traders.  I  expressed  ray  apprebes- 
sions  that  they  had  not— I  had  good  reasons  for  this  belief — although  Ihd 
called  the  attention  of  the  department  to  this  subject  soon  after  I  cameio* 
office. 

H^Some  time  in  August  I  received  a  report  from  an  officer,  commandiogoni 
of  the  transport  vessels  in  the  service,  informing  me  that  a  large  Spooii 
sloop  had  been  seen,  sailing  direct  from  the  coast  of  Florida,  steering  io  tt$ 
direction  of  the  island  of  Cuba  ;  that  it  was  believed  she  had  been  irafEck* 
ing  with  the  Indians  ;  and  that  there  had  been  no  revenue-cutter  on  tint 
part  of  the  coast  for  a  length  of  time. 

I  enclosed  to  the  late  Secretary  a  copy  of  this  report,  accompanied  wid 
a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  Commodore  Dallas  on  the  subject  tl 
guarding  the  const.  I  referred  him  to  the  letters  of  the  Commodore,  as  eii- 
dence  of  his  unwillingness  to  adopt  my  suggestions,  or  to  correspond  will 
me  on  the  subject,  arising,  perhaps,  from  an  apprehension  on  his  part  ital 
I  wished  to  assume  command  over  him,  when  my  letters,  as  I  cooceiM 
furnished  not  the  least  ground  for  such  a  belief.  1  mentioned  all  this  tothi 
late  Secretary,  and  said  to  him  that,  if  he  would  place  two  of  the  rereooi- 
culters  at  my  command,  I  would  be  answerable  for  all  intercourse  wbidi 
might  take  place  between  the  Indians  of  Florida  and  Spanish  traders. 

It  was  in  relerence  to  these  facts  I  said,  in  my  letter  to  General  kOk       ^ 
when  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Secretary,  instead  "  of  acting  wm    ^^  ^ 
the  promptness  and  energy  which  the  importance  of  the  case  reqoirrf,'lj    '^^ 
referred  me  back  to  Commodore  Dallas,  (whom  he  again  informed  raeM 
been  ordered  to  cooperate  with  me,)  and  suggested  that  I  might 08e,k 
guarding  the  coast,  one  of  the  steamboats  furnished  me  by  the  GovemoM 
which  I  termed  "  crazy  steamboats'*  in  my  letter  to  General  Jesap. 

Now,  sir,  with  more  cunning  and  address  than  fairness  or  propridy|ii 
whole  ground  is  changed. 

After  saying  my  remarks  are  "  deemed  indecorous^  improper j  ojirfiwfrt 
the  letter  of  the  7th  of  October  proceeds  to  say,  what  everj  body  iaw«^ 
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the  War  Department  has  no  control  over  naval  operations ;  and  all  it 
do  is  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  proper  branch  of  the  Executive, 
suggest  the  ^'propriety  of  the  appropriate  measures;"  that  this  had 
lys  been  done  "  with  the  promptness  and  energy  which  the  case  has  de- 
ded,  and  that  your  (my)  assumption  to  the  contrary  is  entirely  ground- 
very  man  of  common  understanding  will  see  that  this  is  an  evasive 
ble,  not  very  creditable  to  the  inventor.  I  had  shown  the  necessity  of 
•ding  the  coast ;  I  had  asked  for  the  direction  of  two  of  the  revenue- 
srs  for  that  purpose  :  in  reply,  the  late  Secretary  informed  me  that  the 
srs  were  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Dallas  ;  that  it  was  a  del- 
t  matter  lo  ask  the  Navy  Department  to  have  those  I  asked  for  placed 
3T  ray  command  ;  and  advised  me  to  write  to  Commodore  Dallas  on  the 
ect,  when  the  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  that  officer  was  then 
re  his  eyes,  and,  if  he  read  it,  must  have  shown  him  that  such  an  ap- 
ition  was  not  tlie  appropriate  remedy. 

ow,  sir,  did  he  apply  to  the  Navy  Department  to  have  the  cutters  placed 
tr  my  direction,  or  to  have  them  otherwise  so  employed  as  to  guard  the 
I  effectually  ?  If  he  did  not,  then  my  statement,  that  he  did  not  act 
the  promptness  and  energy  which  the  occasion  required,  was  strictly 
;  and  1  might  with  propriety,  in  answer  to  the  allegation  of  having 
3  a  "  groujidless"  statement,  retort  by  the  application  of  a  much  stronger 

lie  did  make  the  application  to  the  Navy  Department,  (which  it  is  said 
c  letter  of  the  7th  of  October  he  never  failed  to  do,)  still  my  statement 
riot  "groundless ;"  because  when  he  informed  me  that  it  was  u  delicate 
ar  to  make  such  a  request,  and  advised  ^ne  to  write  again  to  Commodore 
SIS,  I  certainly  had  a  right  to  believe  he  would  not  make  the  application 
e  Navy  Department,  or  give  himself  any  further  trouble  on  thtj  iiubject. 
t  charge,  therefore,  is  fully  answered.  But,  sir,  one  word  with  regard 
«  revenue  cutters,  which  I  was  informed  were  placed  under  the  com- 
3  of  Commodore  Dallas  to  guard  the  coast  of  Florida.  Where  have 
been  employed?  How  does  it  happen  that  one  of  them,  the  Dallas, 
^rding  to  the  public  prints,)  has  been  lost  on  the  bar  of  Tampico  ?  Why 
^6  from  her  station  ?  And  why  was  she  on  the  Spanish  mam  ? 
2^ain  :  I  am  charged  in  the  same  letter,  and  in  the  same  caniimis  man- 
■\vith  making  another  statement,  "  equally  groundless,^^  "  respecting  the 
r  steamboats."  I  said,  in  my  letter  to  General  Jesup,  that  the  late  Sec- 
y  had  suggested  the  employment,  as  a  guard  for  the  coast,  of  one  of 

•  razy  steamboats  furnished  me  by  the  Government.  The  term  "  crazy" 
introduced  by  myself;  it  was  not  used  as  a  quotation  from  the  Sec- 
y's letter,  as  every  man  of  common  sense  would  readily  perceive  at  a 
cie.  I  represented  them  on  the  report  of  the  officers  who  command*xi 
fc,  and  who  represented  them  as  bemg  dangerous  in  running  fiom  one 
^0  another,  along  the  coast,  even  in  the  most  favorable  wcuiher.  He^ 
BsTer,  says  that  he  "  did  not  expect  me  to  send  a  crazy  one.''    When  all 

•  crazy,  how  could  I  do  otherwise,  if  I  sent  cither  of  them  ? 

is  said  that  the  suggestion  was  made  from  opinions  formed  on  my  com- 
ications.  I  will  not,  in  the  courteous  language  of  the  departujont,  say 
statement  is  entirely  ^^  groundless  f^  but  no  communications  of  mine 

justify  the  assertion.  To  avoid  the  dilemma,  it  is  said  I  might  have 
"^ered  or  purchased  a  steamboat  for  the  service.   In  answer  to  tins,  1  say 

tio  steamboat  whatever  would  answer  the  purpose.    But,  while  the 
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whole  West  India  squadron  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Pensacola,is  it  poi. 
sible  that  it  could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Government  that  I  should 
either  purchase  or  charter  a  steamboat  to  guard  the  coast — a  service  h 
which  it  was  entirely  inadequate  ;  and  that  this  intention  should  have  been 
expressed  in  the  suggestion  that  I  might  use  one  of  the  steamboats  alreauf 
hirnishedby  the  Government? 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
General,  commanding  the  army  of  Florida. 
Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War,  Washington, 


Jacksonville,  December  16,  1836. 

Sir  :  In  my  last, from  Vohisia,  1  informed  you  that  1  should,  on  that  daf, 
(the  5th  instant,)  deliver  the  command  of  the  army  to  General  Jesup,in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  did  iiot 
assume  the  command  until  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  although  I  lenderedit 
to  him  in  fifteen  minutes  after  his  arrival  at  my  camp,  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  instant,  and  was  at  all  times  ready  to  deliver  it  to  him,  until  tht 
transfer  of  authority  actually  took  place.  1  mention  these  facts,  as  1  liD 
not  consent  to  be  charged  with  one  moment  of  the  time  after  the  arrival  rf 
General  Jesup  at  Volusia;  though  I  intend  no  reflection  whatever  upon  bii^ 
as  he  deserves  none.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  re-establisbea  the  pot 
at  Volusia,  and  made  it  a  permanent  depot,  which  I  should  not  otherwis 
have  done,  as  I  found  it,  on  examination,  not  only  out  of  position,  but  ex- 
ceedingly  difficult  of  access  both  by  land  and  water. 

Permit  me  to  ask,  sir,  if  there  was  not  a  topographical  report  made  d 
this  place,  and  the  approaches  to  it,  by  the  engineers  who  accompaniel 
General  Eustis  ?  and,  if  there  was,  why  the  department  did  not  famish  ne 
with  a  copy  of  that  report,  when  I  informed  the  Government,  as  earijtf 
July  last,  of  my  intention  to  establish  a  depot  at  Volusia  ? 

I  aR),  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida, 

The  Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Topographical  Bureau, 

Washington^  January  12, 1837. 
%  Sir  :  In  reply  to  that  part  of  the  letter  of  General  Call,  in  which  hr 
speaks  of  a  topographical  report  of  a  part  of  Florida,  (referring  particnhrir 
to  the  approaches  to,  and  military  character  of,  the  position  of  Volosia,)! 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  no  re|)ort  of  that  character,  of  that  or  any  odtf 
part  of  Florida,  has  ever  been  received  at  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant| 

Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


Ill  IV^l 

Jacksonville,  December  20,  1S36. 

Before  I  close  my  correspondence  with  the  department  on  military 
3, 1  feel  it  my  duty  to  lodge  a  complaint  against  Lieutenant  L'Engle, 
irtermaster  at  Charleston,  for  conduct  which,  in  my  opinion,  deserves- 
5t  exemplary  punishment.  So  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  time 
he  Tennessee  brigade  would  march  from  Alabama  to  Florida,  I 

0  Lieutenant  L'Engle  to  ship  to  this  place,  without  delay,  75,000 
and  a  large  quantity  of  forage,  to  be  transported  in  vessels  calcu- 

>  ascend  the  river  lo  Volusia.  1  informed  him,  at  the  same  time,  that 
ly  would  depend  on  those  supplies,  and  that  they  would  be  required 
ry  short  time.  My  letter  was  mailed  at  Tallahassee  on  the  3d  day 
tember.  The  mail  passes  in  five  days  from  the  latter  place  to 
»ton,  and  my  letter  should  have  been  received  on  the  8th  of  Septem- 
did  not  leave  Tallahassee  until  the  19th  of  September,  and  yet  I 
d  no  answer  from  him ;  nor  have  I  since  done  so.     I  instructed 

1  Crane  to  write  him  on  the  subject ;  but  never  have  been  enabled 
in  any  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  my  letter;  nor  were  any 
supplies,  so  far  ns  1  can  learn,  forwarded  agreeably  to  my  order.  I 
root,  however,  that  my  letter  was  received  by  Lieutenant  L'Engle, 
ong  other  things,  I  ordered  him  to  furnish  lour  barges  of  a  certain 
tiou  to  ascend  the  St.  John's  to  its  highest  point  of  navigation,  iu 
e  Indians  sliould  retreat  to  the  south.  The  quartermaster  at  Savan- 
r  some  means  (and  I  know  of  none  other  than  my  letter  to  Mr. 
e)  became  acquainted  with  my  wishes,  and  had  barges  built.  They 
een  sent  to  Volusia,  where  they  have  performed  much  valuable  ser- 
Mr.  L'Engle,  I  understand,  is  one  of  Itiose  officers  (and,  I  presume, 
3  apprized  there  were  many)  who  were  unwilling  to  acknowledge  my 
ity  to  command  them,  and  were  determined  to  throw  every  embar* 
nt  in  my  way. 

for  the  faithful  and  prompt  attention  of  other  officers  of  the  Quarter. 
's  Department,  the  army  under  my  command  would  have  suffered 
From  the  delinquency  of  Mr.  L'Engle.  I  hope,  sir,  that  such  con- 
( this  will  not  be  permitted  to  pass  unpunished.  Had  he  been  within 
lits  of  my  command,  I  should  have  taken  the  most  prompt  measures 
I  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida, 
.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Jacksonville,  December  20,  1836. 
:  In  the  last  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
c  following  remark :  "  The  result  of  the  first  movements  made  by  the 
under  the  direction  of  Governor  Call,  in  October  last,  as  detailed  in 
ziympanying  paptrs,  excited  much  surprise  and  disappointment." 
having  been  informed  by  you  of  the  authors,  or  the  nature  of  the 
nunicalions"  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  reproach,  dated  on  the  4ih  of 
iber,  or,  through  any  source,  of  the  character  of  the  "/>a/jer^'  which 
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excited  so  much  the  "  surprise  and  disappointment"  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  I  may  be  furnished  with& 
copy  of  those  **  papers,"  which  appear  to  have  been  sufficiently  important  to 
lay  before  Congress,  and  this,  too,  before  I  have  been  informed  of  iheir  con- 
tents, or  had  an  opportunity  of  replying:  to  them  ;  thus  forestalling  public 
opinion,  and  impressing  it  with  a  belief  of  my  having  committed  great 
official  improprieties,  even  before  (according  to  your  own  statements,  made 
evidently  under  the  sanction  of  the  highest  authority)  the  President  aod 
yourself  had  formed  a  "  definitive  judgment  of  my  conduct.^ 

The  President  further  remarks,  that  a-^Mull  explanation  liad  been  re- 
quired of  the  causes  which  had  led  to  this  fiiilure."  Now,  sir,  in  common 
justice,  1  have  a  rio:lit  to  expect  that  my  letter,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the 
4th  November,  which  contains  the  cxplanj lions  required,  will  also  be  laid 
before  Congress. 

Very  res[>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Acting  t^tcretanj  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  January  5,  1837. 

Sir  :  On  the  27th  of  November  and  2d  of  December  last,  I  had  tbe 
honor  to  address  you.  'i'ho  first  letter  contained  my  official  report  of  tbe 
baules  of  the  ITtli,  ISth,  and  2lst  of  November;  and  the  second  was  my 
reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  Novcml)er,  superseding^  me  in  the  commaod 
of  the  army,  and,  among  other  thint^s,  callin(r  on  me  for  a  full  report  of  tbe 
causes  which  induced  me  to  retire  to  Fort  Drane  and  Black  creek,  for  sop- 
plies,  in  October  last.  No  acknowledgment  of  tiie  receipt  of  my  letters  htr 
iu<r  come  to  hand,  1  have  respcctfully'to  inquire  whether  they  have,oriioL 
been  received  at  your  department ;  on  beino;  advised  by  you  that  they  hare 
not  been  received, duplicates  shall  be  immediately  forwarded. 

it  is  natural  that  1  should  feel  some  curiosity  to  know  whether  the  ^ourt 
of  inquiry,  which  I  have  requested,  will  be  g^ranted  me,  or  not ;  and  1  hope 
no  unnecessary  delay  will  take  place  in  giving  me  this  information. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Acting  /Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  February  20,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  lettof 
of  the  30th  EK?cember  and  the  14ih  January. 

My  answer  to  the  first  has  been  delayed  under  the  expectation  tbat«ack 
succeeding  mail  would  bring  me  the  second,  so  long  promised  and  so  aasi* 
otisly  expected. 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  December  contains  little  else  than  copious  ex- 
tracts from  that  of  the  4th  of  November,  and  of  mine  in  fBply,  writm  m 
Che  2d  of  December  ;  the  object  of  which  is  to  show  that  I  had  dooeifl|)«* 
4ice  10  lieu\enatvllll\Xd[ve.\\^\ii^\\\vQvvQd  aud  referred  to  as  authdiity  in  yoor 
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'  of  the  4th  November,  superseding  me  in  command  of  the  army.  I 
lot  so  tenacious  of  my  claims  to  iniallibility  as  not  to  acknowledge 
rror  when  made  sensible  that  one  has  been  committed. 
Det  with  this  officer  on  his  return  from  Washington,  and  called  on  him 
promptly  to  know  what  matters  he  had  "elucidated"  to  my  prejudice 
s  "  verbal  statements"'  ijiade  to  the  President  and  yourself.  He  satis- 
ne  so  conclusively,  by  the  frankness  of  his  manner,  and  direct  answer 
y  inquiries,  that  1  hud  done  him  injustice  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  Decem- 
thnt  i  voluntarily,  and  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  gave  him  a  letter 
owledging  the  nijury,  and  expressing  my  regret  that^  it  should  have 

done. 

your  letter  of  the  30lh  December,  you  observe  that  that  part  of  it 
th  relates  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell  will  be  sent  to  him,  and  that  it  is  not 
Med  that  I  will  take  pleasure  in  extending  to  him  "  the  like  justice" 
5h  I  invoke  ior  myself.  In  this,  sir,  you  have  not  mistaken  my  disposi- 
I  ask  no  other  justice,  on  any  occasion,  tlian  that  which  I  readily 
rd  to  others.  And  I  regret  exceedingly  to  find  that  I  am  mistaken  in 
hope  I  had  entertained  that  the  "  like  justice"  would  bo  done  to  me, 
ch  I  so  cordially  and  cheerfully  administered  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell. 
J  injustice,  however,  1  have  done  to  that  officer,  was  produced  entirely 
lie  remarks  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  4lh  of  November.  You  ob- 
e,  that  on  a  more  careful  pernsal  of  that  letter  I  will  find  that  you  did 
inform  me  that  ]ii«Miieni»ijt  Mitchell  had  "elucidated"  any  rumor  un- 
rableto  my  conduct  or  miliiaiy  character;  that  the  observation  i«,  that 
lin  events,  in  respect  to  which  ample  details  had  been  furnished  by  the 
5  received  at  Washington  prior  to  the  4lh  of  November,  had  been 
ler  elucidated  by  the  verbal  statements  of  that  officer.  Now,  sir,  you 
:  permit  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  find  this  to  be  either  the  language  or 
neaning  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  November.  In  that  letter,  after 
ioning  the  rumor  which  had  reached  Washington  of  my  march  to  the 
ilacoochie,  and  back  to  Fort  Drane,  and  referring  to  the  statements 
tined  in  my  letter  of  the  iOth  of  October,  the  observation  is,  "  It  was 
dently  hoped  that  this  rumor  would  prove  erroneous.    It  was,  how- 

siibstaniially  confirmed  by  various  communications  received  during 
«rly  part  of  the  present  week,  which  also  gave  ns  the  additional  intelli- 
e  that  Colonel  liane,  with  the  regulars  and  friendly  Indians  under  his 
Hand,  after  marching  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  Withlacoochie,  had  also 
ned  to  Fort  Drane;  that  the  Tennessee  brigade,  having  sustained  a 
tis  loss  in  horses,  and  being  destitute  of  forage,  had  been  moved  to 
k  creek ;  and  tliat,  in  consequence  of  these  untoward  events,  and  for 
vant  of  horses,  transportation,  and  supplies,  your  operations  are  likely 
i  suspended  for  several  weeks.  The  mails  since,  though  they  have  not 
G[ht  us  any  communication  from  yourself,  have  furnished  ample  details 
i  these  events,  which  have  been  still  further  elucidated  by  the  verbal 
tnents  of  Lieutenant  Mitchell,"  dec.  This  is  your  language,  sir;  you 
k  not  of  certain  events,  but  ofall  these  evetits ;  you  give  a  connected 
itive  of  events,  and  observe  that  they  have  all  been  elucidated  by  Lieu- 
lU  Mitchell.     To  what  events  do  you  alluds?     Was  not  my  retiring  to 

Drane  one  of  them?     Did  you  not  learn  this  event  from  rumor,  as 

as  from  the  communications  received,  (kc.  ?    And  when  you  say,  "  all 

9  events  have  been  further  elucidated  by  the  verbal  statements  of  f  ^ieu* 

Qt  Mitchell,"  am  I  to  understand  that  you  mean  "  certain  events"  less 
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than  «  all  ?'  and  that  you  are  now  at  liberty  to  conclude  any  one 
to  sustain  the  propriety  of  your  conduct,  and  to  prove  that  1  air 
What  may  have  been  your  intention,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say 
terms  in  which  you  have  expressed  yourself,  to  my  mind  convey 
ihat  Lieutenant' Mitchell  *•  elucidated"  nW  the  unfavorable  circw 
which  you  mention,  to  my  prejudice.  I  have  conceived  it  due  to 
say  thus  much  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  December.  I 
take  notice  of  some  of  the  statements  contained  in  that  of  the  14 
This  letter,  sir,  is  not  only  diplomatic,  but  it  is  tri>ly  chnracteris 
high  professional  repuiaiion  you  enjoy.  It  is  much  more  compai 
the  character  of  the  dexterous  special  pleader,  who  seeks,  by  pr 
skill,  to  evade  a  truth  he  is  not  prepared  to  meet,  than  it  is  with  tt 
War  Minister  of  a  great  and  enlightened  nation.  You  have  pre 
elaborate  argument  to  justify  the  course  you  have  pursued  toward 
and  while  you  palliate,  you  have  repeated  the  charges  conraine 
me  iu  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  November.  After  speaking  of  th 
my  letter,  and  the  feelings  which  I  have  manifested,  you  say  th 
more  than  once  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  willingness  of  either  y 
the  President  to  repair,  even  after  the  clearest  demonstration,  t 
you  may  have  committed.  I  most  deeply  regret,  sir,  to  find  from 
letter  that  my  apprehensions  on  that  subject  were  not  entirely  ur 
for  while  you  are  compellexJ,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  anc 
disclosed  in  the  course  of  my  explanation,  to  give  me  a  pn 
&int  acquittal  of  the  charges  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  4i 
vember,  you  endeavor  to  sustain  your  own  propriety  by  a  r« 
most  of  those  charges,  though,  in  doing  so,  I  tear,  sir,  you  h 
less  accurate  than  usual  in  some  of  the  statements  you  have 
justification  of  yourself  and  to  my  prejudice.  This,  1  am  willi 
lieve,  has  arisen  from  inadvertency,  and  not  from  design  ;  for  if 
perceived  them  yourself,  you  could  scarcely  imagine  that  I  w* 
mit  them  to  pass  unnoticed.  After  stating  the  object  of  your  iel 
4th  of  November,  you  observe  that  the  "propriety  of  the  call  for 
tion  must  be  determined  by  the  circumstances  known  to  the  dc 
at  the  time :  these  were  briefly  communicated  in  my  letter,"  dkc. 
proceed  to  speak  of  the  evidence  in  support  of  these  circumstana 
my  objection  to  that  evidence;  and  add,  <'a  still  further,  aud,  i 
needed,  a  more  decisive  answer,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  lliat,  o 
jious  communications  stated  in  my  letter,  there  is  not  one  which  is 
stantially  admitted  in  yonr  communication  of  the  2d  ultimo,  or  i\ 
closed  copy  of  your  still  missing  despatch  of  the  I9ih  of  October' 
were  the  prominent  circumstances  in  yonr  letter  of  the  4th  of  Nove 
of  which  you  now  say  are  substantially  admitted  by  me?  The  1 
that  I  had  commenced  the  campaign  without  first  having  taken 
measures  to  secure  the  needful  supplies,  &c. ;  the  second  was,  ih; 
retired  from  the  Withlacoochie  without  making  a  more  serious  ati 
cross  the  river  and  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  ;  and  the  third 
by  retiring,  1  had  exposed  tlu*  frontier  to  the  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
are  the  only  "circnmsiniice:s''  1  discussed  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of 
ber;  and  I  am  sure,  on  more  •'dolihcruic''  cxanjination  of  myJeftcr, 
you  held  it  so  long  nu.inswered,  you  will  not  say  that  i  substaiili.' 
milted  either  of  them,  directly  or  indirectly;  on  the  contrary,  yen  n 
the  candor  wVvicU  ^ov\  i^iofess.  say  that  they  are  all  expressly  andiaa 
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ied.  But,  sir,  I  choose  that  my  letter  shall  speak  for  itselC  To 
circumstance,"  I  made  the  followiuj?  remark :  <<  Is  the  accusation 
n  it  be  sustained  in  truth,  that  I  did  commence  the  execution  of 
rtant  campaign  without  first  taking  effectual  measures  to  secure 
I  supplies  ?"  1  answer,  that  it  is  not ;  and  that  the  charge  cannot  be 
In  answer  to  the  second  charge,  1  said  that  I  would  "  maintain, 
,  that  the  passage  of  the  river,  with  the  means  I  possessed,  and 
)  time  in  which  our  supplies  required  it  t»  be  done,  was  a  natural 
ity."    The  peculiar  phraseology  in  which  this  «  circumstance"  is 

does  not  allow  of  either  an  admission  or  a  denial.  But,  under* 
t  to  mean  that  I  did  not  make  a  sufficient  attempt  to  cross  the 
ve  denied  the  practicability,  and  endeavored  to  prove  it  by  a  nar- 
facts,  which,  I  still  believe,  will  be  sufficient  with  all  those  who 
issed  in  favor  of  a  contrary  belief  by  the  interest  they  may  feel  ia 

the  correctness  of  their  own  proceeding.  In  answer  to  the  third 
ance,"  that  I  had,  by  retiring,  exposed  the  frontier  to  invasioa 
enemy,  I  observed,  "  the  apprehensions  of  the  President  for  the 
he  frontier,  supposed  to  have  been  exposed  by  what  you  have 
;ed  to  denominate  my  « retrograde  movements,'  was  entirely  unne* 
id  must  have  arisen  from  his  want  of  information  of  the  position 
^^rt  Drane,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  last  scout  of  the  enemy  had 
n  destroyed  or  driven  across  the  Withlacoochie."  These  are  mv 
)  the  prominent  circumstances  detailed  in  your  letter  of  the  4th 
ber,  which  constitute  the  whole  ground  of  complaint  agriir.stme. 
%  you  will  not  persist  in  the  assertion  that  they  are  admissions  or 
)f  the  "circumstances"  to  which  they  relate,  although  you  have 
Kir  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  that,  of  the  various  circumstances 
^our  letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  there  is  not  one  whicfi  has 
substantially  admitted.  The  only  "circumstances"  detailed  ia 
r  of  the  4th  of  November,  which  are  admitted,  either  in  my 
>ort  of  the  19lh  of  October,  or  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  Decern* 
y  ill  health,  and  the  want  of  supplies  for  the  army.  But,  sir,  does 
)f  supplies  prove  that  the  necessary  means  had  not  been  taken  to 
rn  ?  If  so,  it  is  only  necessary  to  show  that  an  army  has  been  ia 
onvict  the  general  in  command  of  an  error  fatal  to  his  reputation, 
with  what  success  he  might  afterwards  prosecute  the  campaign.  I 
'n,  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  December,  that  the  wants  of  the  army 
lad  the  honor  to  command  were  owing  to  my  disappointment  ia 
g  supplies  at  Graham's  camp,  where  I  had  ordered  them  to  be 
id  1  have  shown  that  I  had  taken  efficient  and  competent  mca- 
\ve  them  conveyed  to  that  point.  The  last  fact  I  consider  is  fully 
n  the  followins:  language  in  which  you  have  expressed  yourself: 
ious  facts  detailed  in  your  report,  in  respect  to  the  measures  taken 
secure  the  necessary  supplies,  whilst  operating  on  the  Withlacoo- 

been  maturely  weighed  by  the  President  and  the  department ; 
*  with  you  in  thinking  that  you  had  good  reason  to  expect,  when 
icd  from  Fort  Drane,  on  the  9th  of  October,  that  the  depot  pre- 
:d?red  to  be  established  by  General  Read  at  Graham's  camp 
completed  by  at  least  the  10th  of  October ;  and  we  are,  also,  satis- 
he  causes  which  prevented  the  csiiiblishmcnt  of  that  particular 
fuit  time,  arc  by  no  means  to  be  imputed  to  any  act  or  omission 
Now,  sir,  when  it  is  fully  shown  that  the  want  of  supplies  foe 


[278] 


116 


.t|ie  army  tinder  my  command  arose  enl 
this  depot  at  the  time  it  was  required  to 
inat  I  would  have  been  completely  acqu: 
nienced  liie  campaiuii  without  having  fi 
cure  the  needful  supplies,  and  that  no  ( 
me  for  havin;r  marched  to  that  poiiU  for 
no,  sir;  tiiis  could  not  be  done  :  by  acqii 
'viciion  of  ihe  iujiislico  of  which  I  co 
This  must  be  averted,  even  at  the  ex  pen 
inconsiblency  ;  and,  on  this  fubject,  yoi 
candor,  and  it  is  cullf  d  for  by  the  ytciiin 
that  it  yet  remains  to  be  regretted  that  y< 
Drane  wiih  so  s^canty  a  supply  ol  prov 
that  the  projected  depot — a  de]:>ot  so  in 
movemfuis— had  been  actually  establish^ 
tions  to  General  Rend,  as  involving  i^ove 
fail,  from  accidents  beyotid  his  control,  an 
to  have  been  a  want  of  duo  caution  in 
would  be  thrown  on  him  for  the  suhsis 
knowing  that  liis  supplies  would  certaij 
that  I  had  *-good  reason  to  expect"  that 
lished  at  least  by  the  IGth  of  October; 
betrayed  a  want  of  due  cauiion,  and  an 
me"  for  liavinsr  marched  to  that  depot  fo 
posed  to  be  governed  by  reason  ;  and  wl 
reason  to  believe  or  to  do  any  thing,  i 
there  was  error  of  judgment  in  believinj 
by  '*  good  reason.'* 

I  cannot  fori  ear,  sir,  to  offer  a  remark 
don  llie  expression)  with  which  you  hav< 
in  your  Irtier  of  the  30th  ultimo.  Iti  sp 
plaint  alleged  agninst  me  for  retiring  / 
"The  coiiclu>ions  of  the  President  and  1 
case,  if  not  so  favorable  as  you  desire,  are 
self  and  I  he  army  under  your  command 
suppose  to  be  implied  in  the  call  for  exj 
thai  letter,  you  labored  most  nnnecessaril 
tion  was  projwr ;  and  one  of  (he  proofs  o 
having  cnmjlied  with  the  call.  This  i 
from  such  a  fact :  hut  why  prove  that  wl 
priety  of  that  call  was  not  the  matter  in 
or  injustice  of  the  censure  so  foicibly  imj 
dent's  disnppointment  and  surprise  at  m; 
with  so  strong  a  force,  without  a  more 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position. 
this  point ;  and  yet  you  speak  of  the  •*  ii 
Le  implied  in  the  call  for  explanation/' 
prove  a  proposition  which  is  not  denied, 
cnsatjon,  even  by  the  fictitious  and  unre 
Ihat  purpose.  After  tfie  very  faint  and  u 
last  quotation  from  your  letter,  you  prot 
is  jny  duty  lo  remind  you  that  the  passagi 
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le  16tb  of  October  (only  a  day  or  two  after  you  abandoned  the  attempt) 
olonel  Lane,  with  the  regulnrs  and  Indians  under  his  command,' at  k 
about  three  miles  from  your  encampment.  It  was  also  accomphshed 
16  13th  of  November,  by  your  own  army.  These  facts  prove  that  the 
uhies  of  the  passage,  though  at  all  times,  doubtless,  very  great,  were 
isuperable."  Now,  sir,  let  us  examine  these  facts:  and,  in  doing  so, 
it  me  to  soy  that  the  first,  on  which  you  reply  with  such  implicit  con- 
ce,  is  entirely  destitute  of  truth  ;  and  if  it  ever  hnd  even  an  ideal  exist- 
it  must  have  been  in  the  imagination  of  some  witlingf  witness  for  my 
iction  of  impropriety.  Colonel  Lane  crossed  the  Wiihlacoochie  at  the 
s,  twenty -five  or  thirty  miles  below  my  camp — at  one  of  the  most  favor- 
crossing- places  known  on  the  river,  and  not  very  far  Irom  Graham's 
),  where  I  marched  in  the  hope  of  finding  supplies.  His  passage  was 
ippost^  by  the  enemy;  and  although  his  force  was  peculiarly  calcu- 
to  accomplish  this  object,  (being  all  Indians,  accustomed  to  swim  at 
ncs,  with  the  exception  of  100  men,)  it  required  a  whole  day  to  effect 
rossing:  and  hnd  his  passage  been  disputed  by  the  enemy,  notwith- 
ing  his  advantages,  it  would  not  have  been  accomplished.  The  want 
ith  in  tlie  first  fact  on  which  you  rely  must  render  it  unavailable  for 
urpose  for  which  it  was  intended  ;  the  second,  that  of  the  army  under 
ommand  having;?  crossed  the  river  on  the  13th  of  November,  does  not 
5,  by  any  means,  that  the  passage  at  the  same  place  on  the  I3lh  of 
)er  was  practicable.  You  will  permit  me  to  remind  you,  as  yon  seem 
ve  overlooked,  for<jotlen,  or  disregarded  the  difference  of  circumstances 
h  attended  the  pasya^fc  at  the  different  times  above  mentioned,  that  they 
particularly  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  December,  and  cannot  fail 
ake  an  impression  on  tlie  mind  of  any  one  who  will  attend  to  them. 
he  13th  of  October  I  found  the  river  swollen  fron)  rains;  it  covered  a 
of  the  swamp  on  either  side,  and  was  swimming*  from  bank  to  bank, 
nd  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  the  opposite  side,  and  offerintr  a  de« 
ined  resistance  to  our  passage.  On  the  13th  of  November  the  river  had 
I  four  feet  ix^rpendicular,  and  was  swimming  only  a  part  of  the  distance 
;  the  enemy  had  abandoned  the  Cove,  and  no  longer  remained  to  dispute 
massage:  sull  it  was  effected  with  great  difficulty,  and  four  men  were 
ned  in  its  accomplishment.  The  difficulty  of  swimming  men  and 
s  over  a  rapid  stream  220  yards  wide,  under  a  deadly  fire,  is  too  ap- 
t  to  require  a  comment ;  and,  if  it  were  not  entirely  impossible,  it  must 
been  attended  with  a  sacrifice  of  life  which  few  circumstances  could 
^i  and  would  have  rendered  even  victory  itself  a  disaster:  numbers 
have  perished  in  the  attempt.  Wounded  men  and  wounded  horses, 
iciing  the  passajje,  would  soon  have  increased  the  difficulty  of  cross- 
and,  if  any  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  reach  the  opposite  bank,  few 
I  have  been  able  to  preserve  their  ammunition,  and  tney  would  have 
easy  victims  to  the  folly  and  madness  of  the  general  by  whose  orders 
>Vere  forced  into  such  extremities.  Von  may,  by  intuition,  possess 
knowledge  of  the  profession  of  arms  which  others  have  acquired  by 
of  hardy  service  in  the  field :  but,  admitting  this  extraordinary  fact, 
lot  very  probable  that  you,  at  the  distance  of'one  thousand  miles,  were 
'  enabled  to  judge  of  the  practicability  of  crossing  the  river  than  my- 
nd  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  my  commancL  In  every  instance 
)ich  you  admit  the  existence  of  any  circumstance  which  may  have  a 
^cy  to  render  my  conduct  even  excusable,  you  never  fail  to  add  soiiie« 
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thing  to  neutralize  the  efiect,  and  render  such  admissions  unacceptable; 
und,  in  this  spirit, you  observe  that  "cogent  and,  |)erhaps,  sufficient  reasons 
lor  the  abandonment  of  the  enterprise' on  your  first  movement  are,  however, 
to  be  found  in  your  total  want  of  provisions  (except  such  as  your  mea 
would  not  use)  and  other  supplies,  and  in  the  great  loss  of  horses  your  troops 
had  sustained  ;  but  this  only  increases  our  regret  at  the  original  cause  (tf 
these  untoward  'circumstances.'"  By  the  provisions  which  my  "men 
would  not  use,"  I  presume  you  mean  the  cattle  which  I  informed  you  I  had 
destroyed  because  ihey  were  unfit  for  \ise.  By  what  authority  do  you  call 
these  caltle  provisions,  when  I  have  informed  you  that  tliey  were  so  misera- 
bly poor  that  my  hungry  soldiers  would  not  feed  upon  them  ?  Your  givioc 
the  inappropriate  name  of  *'  provisions"  lo  the  loathsome  flesh  of  these  anf- 
inals  could  not  make  it  more  acceptable.  But  it  may  induce  n  belief  that 
I  had  a  supply  of  provisions,  which  might  have  been,  but  which'my  men 
woul4  not  use.  With  regard  to  the  lostliorses,  1  beg  leave  again  to  correct 
an  error  into  which  you  have  fallen.  My  army  had  lost  no  horses  at  that 
time,  except  such  as  had  strayed  from  my  encampment  at  night,  and  which 
could  not  be  found.  Throughout  your  whole  correspondence,  you  seem 
to  consider  my  march  to  Fort  Drane.  and  the  first  expedition  to  the  With- 
lacoochie,  as  an  entire  failure,  unattended  with  any  circumstances  to  jusdiy 
these  movements.  Perhaps,  sir,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  results, a 
more  favorable  conclusion  may  be  drawn.  From  the  1st  of  October,  ihc 
day  on  wliich  I  arrived  at  Fort  Drane,  and  from  which  the  commencemeot 
of  my  operations  should  be  dated,  until  the  19th,  the  day  of  my  return 
from  the  Withlacoochie,  thirty-three  warriors  were  killed  in  our  scouts  and 
skirmishes,  and  twelve  prisoners  were  taken — a  much  more  importaot 
result  than*  has  usually  attended  campaigns  against  tfie  Seminole  nation. 
Another  attending  circumstance  was  the  discovery  of  the  Cove,  lh«  strong- 
hold of  the  enemy.  This  place  had  never  before  been  known  to  any  while 
man.  The  several  expeditions  made  during  tiie  last  winter  passed  to  the 
the  east  and  west  of  that  place,  whhout  finding  the  retreat  of  the  Indians; 
and  it  was  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  find  out  their  hiding-places.  I 
marched  on  the  trail  from  Fort  Drane  without  knowing  where  it  led,  and, 
when  my  provisions  were  exhausted,  I  was  compelled  to  seek  further 
supplies. 

In  your  letter  of  the  14lh  you  have  spoken  frequently  of  the  loss  of 
time  which  was  occasioned  by  this  expedition.  Perhaps,  on  examination, 
you  may  be  satisfied  that  the  time  lost  by  my  movements  (if  there  was  any) 
could  not  have  exceeded  six  or  seven  days  at  most.  Until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  depot  at  Graham's  camp— a  fact  of  which  I  was  not  advised 
until  the  4th  or  5th  of  November,  (and  you  have  condenmed  me  for 
moving  upon  it  before  I  knew  it  was  certainly  established) — I  had  to  drav 
my  supplies  from  Black  creek,  a  distance  of  about  sixiv-five  miles.  It 
was  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  October  before  I  could  have  little  njore  tlian 
five  days'  rations  brought  to  Fort  Drane,  without  a  sinijle  grain  of  cora  fcr 
the  horses.  I  marched  to  the  Withlacoocliie  on  the  evenin*^  of  the  9lh,  aixi 
returned  to  Fort  Drane  on  the  evening:  of  the  17th  of  October.  An  ex- 
press was  sent  to  Black  creek,  with  orders  to  forward  provisions  to  Fort 
Drane  with  all  possible  despatch.  The  wagon-train  was  immediately  pot 
Jn motion,  and,  although  it  was  constantly  employed  from  the  19lh  of  06 
toper,  it  was  lheM\  ol  Clovember  before  there  was  a  sn£Scient  5oppif  of 
provisions  to  euuVAe  tne  \o  moN^  c^w  >>[v^  ^^^\A  ^i;:^\vIqu  to  the  Cove,  noi* 
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withstanding  the  whole  Tennessee  brigrnde,  men.  and  horses,  were  fed  at 
Biack  creek  during  this  time ;  it  required  thence  twenty-one  days  to  bring 
to  F^ort  Drane  the  provisions  consumed  in  that  time,  and  those  which  ena* 
!>lcd  me  to  march  on  the  second  expedition.  Now,  sir,  if  it  required  twenty- 
>ne  days  after  my  return,  is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  it  would  have  re- 
}uired  the  same  length  of  time  to  have  hrou^ht  out  the  same  quantity  of 
provisions  before  I  moved  ?  If  this  is  admitted,  then  it  is  evident  that  I 
est  only  the  seven  days  employed  in  going  to  the  Wiihlacoochie,  and  in  re- 
:urning  to  Port  Drane.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  admit  that  the  time  was  lost  in 
0vhich  I  killed  twenty-three  and  captured  twelve  of  the  enemy;  and  in 
Birhich  I  opened  a  road  to,  and  discovered,  the  stronghold  of  the  enemy, 
before  unknown  to  any  white  man.  The  information  of  the  country,  de* 
rived  from  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  from  the  prisoners,  enabled  me 
to  make  the  second  expedition  in  a  manner  which  has  not  been  censured. 
One  of  the  prisoners  acted  as  a  guide,  and  withont  whom  we  should  never 
bftve  become  acquainted  with  the  labyrinths  of  the  Cove.  This  expedi- 
tion of  seven  days  was  hi«fhly  important  in  another  respect.  It  drove  the 
whole  Indian  force  beyond  the  Withlacoochie^  and  relieved  the  frontier 
[fom  further  depredation.  Until  this  was  done,  the  Tennessee  troops 
x>nld  not,  without  manifest  impropriety,  have  been  marched  to  Black  creek ; 
ind  had  they  remained  *at  iVort  Drane,  they  and  their  horses  would  have 
M)nsi]med  forage  and  provisions  as  fast  as  it  could  have  been  brought  to 
them.  Hence,  it  is  obvious,  sir,  that  the  short  time  in  which  operations 
were  suspended  was  not  occasioned  by  a  premature  movement  from  P^ort 
Drane,  but  from  my  disappointment  in  not  finding  supplies  at  Graham's 
Camp  on  the  16ih  of  October,  where  you  admit  that  I  had  "good  reason  to 
ftxpt'ct  them,*'  thoutrl)  you  condemn,  as  an  error  of  judgment,  my  having 
RCtcd  under  the  influence  of  ihat  *'jfood  reason."  After  discussing  the 
special  charges  exhibited  agfninst  me,  you  make  the  following  remark  :  *^  And 
with  respect  to  your  general  operations,  it  is  still  a  subject  of  disappoint- 
ment and  regret,  considering  the  time  and  means  allowed  you,  that  more 
effectual  measures  were  not  taken  for  securing  such  supplies  as  might  have 
enabled  you,  on  commencing  offensive  operations,  to  maintain  the  positions 
to  which  you  might  advance,  and  to  prosecute  the  campaign  with  steadi- 
ness and  vi'^or."  "  As  no  specific  act  of  impropriety  is  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceduig  quotation,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  it  is  to  be  re^ardtd  as  a 
genrral  courf,  covering  the  facts  alleged  vi  the  special  assignnienis,  and  in- 
tended as  an  amendment  of  your  dedoration^  or  whether  it  is  \o  be  con- 
sideied  as  presenting  new  matter  to  he  replied  to.  If  the  former,  I  am  wilU 
insr  to  rely  on  the  answers  I  have  already  given  :  if  the  latter,  I  must  say, 
that,  if  it  IS  intended  as  a  nllerrliou  on  my  not  having  advanced  depots  with 
the  army  into  the  country  held  by  ihc  enemy,  before  marchini:  to  attack 
him,  i  cannot  see  the  justice  or  propriety  of  such  censure.  If  suf»plies  are 
to  precede  the  army,  or  to  k?  moved  with  it  in  such  abundance  as  to  ena- 
ble the  general  to  '•  maintain"  the  positions  to  which  he  misfht  advance, 
and  to  prosecute  the  campaii^n  with  steadiness  and  vigor,"  without 
falling  back  on  any  depot  for  support,  my  word  on  it,  sir,  \our  army 
will  never  overtake  the  enemy.  If  this  is  the  rule  you  have  prescribed  for 
the  government  of  your  generals  in  the  field,  he  not  su^pri^ed,  sir,  if  the 
Boniinole  war,  contemptible  as  it  has  been  re({arJed,  should  continue  yet  for 
many  years.  No  general  has  ever  been  successful  who  has  marched  on 
inch  a  plan.   An  army  encumbered  with  a  heavy  train  of  au^^Uc^  ^\^^\i^\«^ 
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march  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  overtake  a  fugilivc  enemy ;  and  the 
only  snccesiiful  mode  is  to  move  with  despatch,  and  surprise  your  enemy. 
It  was  upon  this  plan  that  the  brilliant  and  successful  campaigns  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  were  made;  and  the  history  of  his  hidian  wars  will  prove  thm 
after  every  battle  he  was  compelled  to  make  a  •*  relrosrrade  movement''  (if 
you  will  please  to  call  it  so)  to  obtain  supplies  for  his  hungry  army.  In 
another  part  of  your  letter,  you  a«?sigu  my  ill  health  as  the  cause  of  my  being 
supersedi?d  in  command  of  the  army,  and  appear  to  consider  my  aoimad- 
versions  and  complaints  on  that  subject  tiie  more  extraordinary,  since,  in 
the  coriimunication  to  me,  and  in  that  to  General  Jesnp  of  the  snme  date, 
(a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  to  me,)  the  transfer  of  the  corumaud  to  the 
latter  was  expressly  attributed  to  the  apprehension  that  I  mij^ht  not  bo  able, 
in  my  then  leeble  stiite  of  health,  to  finish  the  campaign  with  the  prompti- 
tudo  and  energy  demanded  by  the  crisis.  My  health,  sir,  was  truly  very 
bad,  and  my  sufferings  were  severe;  but  1  made  i\o  report  of  it  to  the  depsirt- 
ment,  as  1  entered  on  the  campaign  witli  the  determinaiiou  of  closini:  (he 
war  or  perishing  in  the  attempt,  and.  had  1  been  pe/mifled  to  remain  in  the 
field,  I  should  most  certainly  have  done  one  or  tiie  other  ;  and  that  I  was 
still  able  to  prosecute  the  campai;^n  with  some  success,  I  hope  is  snificienily 
proven  by  the  results.  But,  sir,  had  my  ill-health  Iven  the  only  cause  us- 
signed  for  removing  me  irom  the  command.  I  shoul9  have  yielded  it  to 
General  Jesup  with  the  lUiuost  pk\isure,  and  not  a  murmur  would  hafe 
been  heard  from  me  on  the  subject;  and  it  is  well  known  to  the  department 
that  I  tendered  him  the  command  on  his  arrival  id  Florida.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied, however,  that  there  were  other  causes  sl.ited  in  your  lener  of  ihe 
4tli  of  November,  which  were  hi^rhly  derotrniory  to  my  reputation  ;  and  I 
regret  exceedingly  to  find,  sir,  in  your  leUer  of  the  14th  ultimo,  after  ex- 
pressly all«*jring  that  "  the  transfer  of  tin;  cninmand  of  the  army  to  General 
Jesup  should  be  ailrihuted  to  the  apprehensions  thnt  I  might  not  lie  able,  in 
my  then  feeble  stntc  of  health,  to  finish  the  campai$;n,"  itc  ,  you  siiould  have 
found  it  necessary  to  assign  other  causes  le^s  lavorabie,  for  the  adoption  of 
that  measure.  After  speaking  of  the  right  of  General  Je^up  to  the  command, 
(a  right  1  never  questioned,)  you  observe,  *'  It  is  true  the  department  alter- 
wards  acceded  to  the  very  liberal  suL'ircslions  of  that  otficer,  that,  as  you 
had  p  ('pared  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  you  ^hould  be  allowv?d  to  conduct 
it;  and  had  the  condition  of  thin^rs  remained  unaltered,  the  arrangements 
probably  would  not  have  been  interfered  with  ;  but  their  condition  had  been 
entirely  changed  by  the  retirement  ot  the  army  from  the  Withlacoochie— the 
suspension  of  offensive  operations— the  want  of  an  official  report  from  yow^ 
the  short  |K'riod  remaining  for  the  employment  of  the  Tennessee  volnn- 
teers— the  necessity  produced  by  that  cause,  and  otl«r  constdoralions,  for 
the  utmost  promptitude— and,  above  all,  by  your  own  severe  sickness."  These 
are  the  causes  which  led  to  my  being  supersedt*d  in  the  command  of  tlie 
army.  And  pray,  sir,  let  me  ask.  how  d(»es  this  statement  correspond  with 
Ihe  one  made  in  the  precedin<r  part  of  your  letter,  in  which  my  ill-health  is 
assigned  as  the  only  cause  of  "the  transfer?  There  is  another  part  of  your 
letter  in  which  I  am  so  entirely  misrepresented,  that  1  cannot  pennit  it  to 
pass  without  correction.  In  your  admission  that  the  failure  to  establish  ihe 
depot  on  the  Withlacoochie  at  the  time  I  required  it,  was  not  to  be  attribiiled 
to  any  faidt  of  mine,  you  my:  "This  remark,  however,  must  not  be  nnder* 
stood  OS  siuiciioning  your  complaints  against  the  naval  officers  employed  in 
navigating  ihe  steamboats."    The  following,  I  presume,  is  that  part  of  my 
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(o  which  yiHi  allude ;  and,  if  my  understanding  is  correct,  it  is  a^faiost 
ran^ments  of  the  War  Department,  and  not  against  the  naval  officers  ; 
so  mtended,  and  I  tliink  it  will  ^^enerally  be  so  understood.  <•  That 
saniboat  Izard  should  have  been  lost,  may  be  attributed  alone  to  the 
cements  of  the  Government  in  selecting  naval  olTicers  to  navigate 
[x)&jL8  in  narrow  channels  and  rivers,  who  have  been  instructed  only 
ri)juting  ships  on  the  ocean.  Had  the  Izard  been  navit^ated  by  one 
.  from  long  practice  in  the  management  of  steamboats,  it  is  the  opiniou 
ncral  Read  that  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  ascending  the 
'  It  is  certainly  no  complaint  against  the  naval  officers  who  com- 
m1  the  stea^nboats  to  say  that  they  were  less  skilful  in  manag:ing  them 
he  common  masters  of  boats,  who  have  mado  it  their  profession  for 
and  acquired  skill  by  long  practice.  The  commander  of  the  Izard 
sen  on  board  of  the  boat  but  a  few  days  when  the  accident  occurred 
iich  the  boat  was  lost.  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  very 
but  for  Lieutenants  Johnson  and  Harrison,  who  commanded  the  Dade 
merican,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowled^j^e  their  worth  as 
men  and  officers,  and  they  are  entitled  to  my  warmest  thanks  for  their 
nd  promptitude  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assiened  them.  If 
five  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the  language  in  which  T expressed  my« 
beg  you  to  be  assured,  sir,  that  my  complaint  wns  against  the  War 
tment,  and  not  the  naval  officers  who  comniatided  tiic  steamboats. 
»re  is  another  ground  on  which  your  censure  has  \nicn  so  repeatedly  ex- 
d,  that  I  cannot  permit  it  to  pass  unnoticed,  even  in  this  long  commu- 
m.  You  charge  me  with  having  entered  on  the  campaign  without 
reparation,  and  have  spoken  of  the  length  of  time  and  ample  means 
td  me  for  that  purpose.  Let  us  first  examine  the  "  means"  which  you 
sre  afforded  me,  and  then  I  will  offer  a  passins:  reniark  on  the  time  aU 
me  for  preparation.  What  were  those  ample  means  of  which  you 
ipoken  with  so  much  confidence?  It  is  true  I  was  authorized  to  draw 
(  different  depots,  and  to  require  of  ihe  duartermaster's  Department 
urticles  as  the  service  might  demand;  and  I  have  shown  that  I  prompt- 
cured  the^e  articles,  and  that  I  had  advanced  abundant  stores  as  near 
untry  hold  by  the  enemy  as  they  could  be  conducted  in  safety,  until 
a  sufficient  force  to  move  forward  and  establish  other  posts.  What 
;ould  I  have  done  ?  Surely  I  need  not  inform  the  chief  of  the  War 
tment  that  depots  of  snpplies  could  not  be  established  in  the  enemy's 
•y,  until  1  had  an  army  to  precede  them,  and  open  the  way  for  their 
ian.  At  what  time  did  I  receive  a  sufficient  force  for  this  object?  The 
3ssce  brigade  was  arriving  at  this  place  in  detachments,  from  the  10th 
he  15th  of  September  ;  on  the  19th  they  marched,  and  on  the  1st  of 
3r  they  routed  the  Indians  at  P^ort  Dranc,  and  thence  commenced 
ions  against  the  enemy.  The  vast  time,  then,  of  which  you  have 
eatedly  spoken,  is  comprehended  between  the  15th  of  September  and 
October.  In  this  titne  I  marched  two  hundred  miles,  under  the  almost 
il  sun  of  Florida,  at  the  most  unhealthy  season  of  the  year,  and  placed 
8  store  of  supplies  in  motion  for  the  contemplated  depot  on  the  With- 
hie,  where  I  iiad  "good  reason"  to  believe  I  would  find  them,  at  least 
I6th  of  OctoUr.  In  order  to  show  that  no  time  previous  to  the  ar- 
>f  the  Tennessee  brigade  was,  or  could  have  been,  available  for  the 
le  of  establishing  depots  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  it  is  only  neces* 
>  take  a  view  of  Florida  at  the  time  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my 


I  278  ]  122 

present  station.  Your  troops  had  srone  into  sumnier  quarters ;  and,  from 
the  smallness  of  their  number,  could  scarcely  defend  tlicnoselTes  from  the 
enemy,  even  in  the  posts  which  they  occupied.  The  volnnleers  and  militii 
from  the  Territory  and  neighboring:  States  had  been  disbanded  before  ihar 
term  of  service  had  expired,  and  our  frontier  inhabitants  left  to  the  mercy 
of  the  savages.  When  I  assumed  command  of  the  army,  under  the  ordcn 
of  the  President,  I  found  the  Indians  conquerors,  and  in  undisputed  posso- 
«ion  of  the  country  for  more  than  fifty  miles  above  the  boundary.  Thai 
district,  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  abounded  with  stock  and 
^ain  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  was  now  desolated  ;  and  the  maraud- 
ing bands  of  the  enemy  covered  the  whole  line  of  frontier  for  more  than 
two  hundred  miles.  I  struggled  for  four  months,  with  the  feeble  means  1 
possessed,  to  defend  this  line,  exposed  as  it  was,  and  open  to  the  attacks  <tf 
the  enemy.  At  length  the  Tennessee  troops  arrived ;  and,  impelled  by  doty, 
as  well  as  the  feelings  of  humanity,  1  pressed  forward  without  delay  tosan 
the  frontier  from  further  slaughter.  1  relieved  it  from  invasion.  The  war 
parties  of  the  enemy  were  either  destroyed,  or  driven  beyond  the  Withla- 
coochic.  1  rebuilt  Fort  Drane ;  established  an  important  depot  on  the  With- 
Jacoochie  ;  killed  ihirty-three,  and  captured  twelve  of  the  enemy;  explored 
the  country,  and  discovered  the  Cove,  the  stronghold  of  the  enemy;  and 
made  all  the  necessary  preparations  for  a  vigorous  campaign.  All  this  wai 
done  in  thiriyfour  days,  notwithstanding  your  repeated  complaints  of  the 
length  of  time  I  lost,  by  my  disappointment  in  not  finding  supplies  at  the 
Withlacoochie  on  my  first  visit.  On  the  thirty-fourth  day  after  1  com- 
menced operations,  you  issued  your  orders,  in  triplicate,  superseding  roc  in 
command  of  the  army;  and,  although  they  were  sent  forth  by  swift  carriers, 
before  they  could  overtake  me  the  army  under  my  command  had  made  a 
long  and  harassing  march,  had  fought  throe  decisive  battles,  and  won  three 
important  victories.  For  these  services,  sir,  I  seek  no  commendation,  but 
tliey  certainly  do  not  merit  the  censure  of  the  department. 

You  say  1  have  done  great  injustice  to  the  President.  This.  sir.  I  should 
deeply  deplore;  for  I  would  not  be  unjust,  even  in  redressing  my  wtods*. 
I  entertain  for  the  President  the  most  sincere  regard  and  respect,  and  I  re- 
jarret  most  deeply  that  the  remarks  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  4lhoi* 
November  should  have  been  such  as  to  call  forth  terms  of  severity  froa 
me;  I  wrote  under  feelings  of  deep  excitement,  nud  such  as  roost  ineo 
would  have  experienced  in  my  situation.  In  your  letter  of  the  14ih  insL 
although  I  conceive  you  have  by  no  means  done  me  justice,  yet  you  haie 
so  far  reduced  the  charges  against  me  as  to  leave  nothing  worthv  of  an  in- 
vestigation before  a  court  of  inquiry.  I  am,  therefore,  contented  to  leave  tUe 
subject  to  be  decided  by  public  opinion,  satistied  it  will  do  me  justice  when 
the  facts  arc  fully  disclosed.  As  you  have  caused  your  letter  of  the  I4lh 
ult.  to  he  made  public,  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  to  a  friend  in  the  Senate, 
with  a  request  that  it  may  also  be  published  among  the  public  docutneni. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T,       «  ^  «  <*•  K.  CALL 

Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
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■  Tallahassee,  March  26, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  claims  of  E.  J.  Wood,  for 
^   the  charter  and  expenses  of  the  steamboat  iMinerva  while  in  the  service 
^   of  the  United  States.     This  boat  was  chartered  by  my  order  in  September 
^  last,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  enterprise,  experience,  and  efficiency  of 
Colonel  Wood,  who  vohjnteered  to  command  her  in  person,  and  from  the 
**  peculiar  adaptation  of  the  boat  to  the  navigation  of  the  Withlacoochie 
*^  liver.     Every  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  commander  and  charter  was 
^J   fully  and  amply  compHed  with ;  and  1  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  this 
r  boat  rendeied  more  important  services  to  the  Government,  during  her 
'*'  charter,  than  all  the  others  on  this  station  at  that  time.     It  was  by  the- 
*'   enterprise  and  perseverance  ot  Colonel  Wood  that  the  depot  on  the  With- 
'^   lacoochie  was  finally  established  ;  and  the  delay  which  attended  the  accotn- 
^   plishment  of  this  important  object,  in  the  first  instance,  was  occasioned 
*^  entirely  by  the  orders  of  General  Jesup  and  Colonel  Lane,  by  whom  llie 
^    boat  was  required  to  make  two  trips  from  Apalachicola  to  Fort  Mitchell, 
*^  in  transporting  the  friendly  Indians,  before  she  was  permitted  to  proceed 
^-   to  the  Withlacoochie.     The  effect  was  not  anticipated  by  General  Jesup  ; 
'^  but,  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Wood  at  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie, 
3-  no  successful  attempt  was  made  to  ascend  the  river  and  establish  the  depot. 
•S'-  Few  persons  possess  more  enterprise  or  public  spirit  than  Colonel  Wood* 
IC'  Though  possessed  of  limited  resources,  he  expended  in  the  public  service 
c?  near  §12,000.     His  duties  were  most  faithfully  performed,  and  it  is  a  mat- 
r»   ter  of  regret  and  surprise  that  the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Govermuent 
c*  hiis  not  been  complied  with.     His  accouiits  were  preicnted  for  payment,  in 
I''   January  last,  to  Lieutenant  Vinton,  the  quartermaster  at  this  place ;  who 
t'   declined  paying  them,  as  1  understood  at  the  time,  from  the  want  of  lunds 
;:    for  that  purpose.     They  were  afterwards  forwarded,  by  the  cashier  of  the 
t    Union  Bank  of  Florida,  to  Major  Crobs  at  Washington,  by  whom  they 
were,  as  1  am  advised,  referred  to  the  decision  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War* 
1  have  to  request,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  this  meritorious  gentleman,  that 
his  accounts  may  receive  your  early  and  favorable  consideration.     It  has 
been  sugtrested  that  Colonel  Wood's  accounts  have  been  suspended  in 
consequence  of  iiis  having  taken  possession  of  the  steamboat  Minerva  be- 
longing to  the  Governuient.     I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  this  can  im- 
pair in  any  degree  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  comply  with  its 
cojitract.     But  if  this  circumstance  has  produced  such  an  effect,  or  made 
an  impression  unfavorable  to  Colonel  Wood.  I  beg  leave  to  make  ii  state- 
ment of  fads,  as  I  understand  them  to  have  existed,  which  cannot  fail  to 
place  his  contract  in  the  most  favorable  point  of  view.     Colonel  Wood  was 
a  member  of  Governor  Eaton's  staff,  and  since  has  been  one  of  mine.     As 
assistant  quarieruiaster,  he  has  perlbrmed  much  valuable  service,  and  in- 
curred considerable   expense,    without   making   any  charge   against    the 
Government  for  either.     His  boat  was  chartered  on  the  Apalachicola  to 
go  to  the  Withlacoochie,  and  ho  would  liave  been  entitled  to  the  prr  diem 
ttllowed  under  his  charter,  until  his  return  to  the  place  at  which  he  was 
chartered.     Instead  of  this,  he  was  discharged  at  the  Withlacoochie,  and 
iDnde  no  charge  in  his  account  for  the  time  expended  in  returning  fn>in. 
that  place.     Accordin":  to  the  terms  of  his  charter,  he  was  to  have  the 
same  per  diem  allowed  as  that  which  was  given  tor  other  boats  chartered 
at  that  time.     The  certificate  of  Lieutenant  Vinton,  accompanying  his- 
accounts,  shows  that  two  of  the  boats  chartered  by  him  received  ^300  a 
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day,  and  one  of  them  $400 ;  yet  Colonel  Wood  has  charsred  only  $300 

£9r  day,  altliongh  his  boat  performed  more  service  than  all  the  rest  After 
e  had  been  discharged  at  the  Withlacoochie,  the  United  States  steamfoKit 
Lieutenant  Izard  having  been  wrecked,  dismantled,  and  entirely  almndoned 
by  the  Government,  with  great  expense,  labor,  and  difliculiy  he  succeeded 
in  raising  and  repairing  her,  in  such  manner  as  enabled  fiira  to  carry  her 
with  some  hazard  to  Apalacliicola,  where  she  has  been  thoroughly  re- 
})aired,  and  now,  as  I  am  informed,  is  in  good  order.  That  the  Izard  had 
been  dismantled,  and  entirely  abandoned  by  the  Government,  I  refer  yoo 
to  the  report  of  ber  commander,  Lieutenant  Simms  of  the  navy,  to  Com- 
modore Dallas,  which  was  published,  and  a  copy  of  which  may,  I  presume, 
be  found  in  the  Navy  Department.  So  little  idea  was  entertained  of 
her  ever  being  appropriated  to  any  useful  purpose,  that  I  understand  the 
commanding  officer  at  the  Withlacoochie  permitted  other  vessels  to  take 
from  the  wreck  whatever  they  could  find  above  water  which  was  valuable; 
and  no  doubt,  but  for  the  extraordinary  enterprise  of  Colonel  Wood,  the 
Izard  would  have  remained  a  wreck  at  the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochie. 
As  a  thin^  deserted,- there  is  no  doubt,  according  to  the  laws  and  u.sages 
of  all  civilized  nations,  Colonel  Wood,  or  any  other  person,  had  a  right  to 
take  possession  of  and  appropriate  it  to  his  use.  But  he  was  not  willing 
to  do  this  privately:  he  reported  the  circumstances  to  Commodore  Dallas, 
and  offered  to  refer  to  arbitration  his  right  to  the  pro[>erty,  or  the  questioa 
of  what  compensation  he  should  receive  for  his  labor  and  expenses  in 
recovering,  repairing,  and  restoring  the  lost  properly  of  the  Government 
All  these  facts,  I  believe,  can  be  fully  substantiated,  nnd  are  highly  credit- 
able to  Colonel  Wood.  He  has  a  right  to  rely  on  the  good  foilh  of  the 
Government  in  complying  with  its  contract,  and  I  hope  his  accounts  may 
be  adjusted  and  paid  without  delay. 

With  regard  to  the  steamboat  Izard,  I  am  authorized  by  C'Olonel  Wood 
to  say  that  he  is  still  willing  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  be  arbitrated  by 
persons  who  shall  be  appointed  by  Commodore  Dallas,  on  the  p;irt  of  the 
Govertnnent,  and  by  himself,  and  that  he  will  abide  by  their  decision  ;  or, 
if  the  Government  will  pay  the  per  diem  allowed  under  his  charter, 
from  the  time  of  his  disctiarge  at  the  Withlacoochie  until  his  arrival  at 
Apalacliicola,  with  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services,  either  as  aa 
agetit  while  superintending  the  repair  of  the  boat,  or  as  assistant  quarter- 
master in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  refund  the  expenses  which 
he  has  actually  paid  on  the  boat,  that  he  will  deliver  her  in  ]^ood  order  to 
any  p«^rson  who  may  be  appoinied  by  the  Government  to  receive  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 
Hon.  Secretary  op  War. 


Tallahassee,  April  29, 1837. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  Government  for  issuing  rations  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Floridai  ooder 
the  resolution  of  Congress  adopted  ibr  that  purpose.  By  the  6th  article  of 
those  resolutions  it  is  provided  that  rations  may  he  issued  to  the  siifieriof 
lohabitants  for  one  month  after  their  return  to  their  homes  ;  but  that,  in  M 
iOBtaiicei  should  uu^  ouft  Y)«  «.w\!i<^\e^  ^qivvVv  t^iioua  for  a  longer  period  thtt 
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one  month  after  the  termination  of  Indian  hostilities.  The  greater  number 
of  inhabitants  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  have  taken  shelter 
at  or  near  the  different  military  posts,  where  they  have  been  fed  by  the 
bounty  of  the  Government ;  and  such  has  been  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  danger  arisin*^  from  marauding  bands  of  the  enemy  which 
still  infest  the  country,  that  very  few  of  them  have  been  able  to  return 
home  and  plant  crops  diirinq^  the  present  season.  In  consequence  of  this, 
they  will  be  as  destitute  of  the  means  of  support  at  the  close  of  the  year  as 
they  were  when  they  first  received  the  generous  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  the  existing  rcijulations  are  carried  into  effect,  after  being 
under  arms  during  the  whole  war,  and  making  every  sacrifice  to  sustain 
the  country,  they  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  it,  within  one  month  after 
the  termination  of  Indian  hostilities,  for  the  want  of  provisions.  Many  of 
them  have  lost  all  they  possessed;  and  unless  they  are  fed  by  the  Govern- 
ment until  they  have  raised  crops  to  subsist  on,  they  must,  from  necessity, 
retire  to  the  neighboring  States,  where  provisions  may  be  purchased  by 
their  labor.  Such  a  measure  would  add  greatly  to  the  calamities  they  have 
already  experienced  by  the  war,  and  would  retard  the  improvement  and 
settlement  of  the  Territory;  but  as  the  resolution  of  Congress,  providing 
for  their  support,  leaves  it  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  to  furnish  the 
unfortunate  sufferers  with  supplies  so  long  as  he  may  deem  it  necrssary,  I 
have  respectfully  t^  request,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  thai 
supplies  may  be  fnrnislicd  to  those  embraced  by  the  resolution  until  they^ 
shall  have  been  able  to  raise  a  crop  to  subsist  on.  The  adoption  of  this 
measure  will  save  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  children  from  extreme 
suffering  and  distress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poin.sf:tt, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  August  3,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  last  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  was  made  and 
published  to  the  world  while  I  was  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  war  against 
the  Seminole  Indians.  It  therefore  did  not  come  under  my  observation 
until  alter  I  had  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  army  in  Florida; 
and,  subsequently,  my  extreme  ill  health,  for  several  months,  prevented  me 
from  paying*  that  attention  to  it  which  it  required  at  my  hands.  *  I  no\ir 
avail  myself  of  the  right  of  addressing  you  on  the  subject ;  and,  after  com- 
municating some  intelligence,  which  you  seem  not  to  have  received,  and 
after  correcting  some  errors  into  which  you  have  fallen,  I  will  ask  you,  from 
the  hi^h  place  which  you  fill  as  an  organ  of  the  Government,  and  as  an 
act  of  common  jusi ice  lo  me  and  to  the  volunteers  of  Florida,  to  repair  the 
injury  and  injustice  wiiich  you  have  done  to  them  and  to  me,  in  the  same 
public  and  imposing  manner  in  which  the  wrong  has  been  committed. 

In  speaking  of  the  battle  of  the  Wilhlacoochie,  on  the  31st  December, 
1835,  you  make  the  following  remarks :  «» On  the  29lh  December,  General 
Clinch,  with  six  companies  of  regular  troops,  amountins:  to  about  two  hun- 
dred men,  proceeded  from  Fort  King  towards  the  Withlacoochie,  to  atltx.O«. 
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€he  Seminoles,  who  were  in  force  on  the  left  bank  of  that  river.  In  thii 
•expedition  he  was  joined  by  Gctvernor  Call,  with  between  four  bandied 
and  five  hundred  volunteers  of  Florida. 

"On  the  31st  December,  General  Clinch,  with  the  regular  troops  wr.dH 
his  command,  crossed  the  VVilhlacoochie.  He  was  here  attacked  by  a  larje 
body  of  Indians,  and,  alter  a  spirited  engagement,  the  Indians  were  finally 
defeated,  and  fled  into  the  hammocks.  In  this  affair,  it  will  appear  that  the 
regular  troops  bore  the  brunt  of  the  action  ;  out  of  the  two  hundred  tn»op8 
who  crossed  the  river  with  General  Clinch,  fifty  seven  were  killed  or 
wounded,  including  four  officers.  Of  the  four  hundred  or  five  liundred 
volunteers  who  had  joined  General  Clinch  with  a  view  of  aiding  in  sub- 
duing tlie  Indians,  only  twenty-seven  men  and  three  officers  took  part  m 
the  action.  Why  so  many  remained  out  of  the  action  is  not  explained. 
Had  the  same  zeal  and  bravery  been  displayed  by  the  whole  force  as  was 
evinced  by  the  regular  troops,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  war  would 
have  been  terminated  with  the  battle  of  the  Withlacoochie.'' 

Before  I  proceed  to  correct  the  errors  in  the  foregoing  statement,  it  i$ 
proper  that  1  should  give  you  the  necessary  information  with  regard  to 
the  organization  of  the  volunteers,  the  circumstances  under  which  ihcy 
entered  the  service,  and  some  of  the  incidents  preceding  and  attending  the 
battle. 

Tlie  war  with  the  Seminoles  broke  upon  the  country  with  the  sudden- 
ness of  light.  The  army  and  the  people  were  equally  surprised  and  equally 
unprepared  for  the  conflict.  The  regular  troops  were  encamped  at  Tampa 
Bay,  and  at  the  agency  in  the  heart  of  the  Seminole  nation,  unprotected  br 
fortifications  of  any  kind  ;  and  if  the  Indians,  instead  of  being  diverted  by 
the  rich  booty  which  the  sparse  settlement  of  the  frontier  presented,  had 
made  the  first  onset  upon  the  regular  troops,  few  would  have  survived  to 
tell  the  melancholy  fate  of  their  companions.  But,  fortunately  for  them, 
the  savages  were  even  more  fond  of  plunder  than  of  blood.  Their  first 
demonstrations  were  against  the  settlements  in  Alachua  county,  and  its 
unarmed  and  defenceless  inhabitants  sustained  the  first  attack.  On  the 
€th  of  December  I  received,  by  express,  a  petition  from  the  people  of  Ala- 
chua, informing  me  of  their  impending  danger,  and  asking  for  succor. 
Without  a  request  from  General  Clinch,  and  without  authority  from  aor 
one,  orders  were  immediately  despatched  to  the  four  nearest  regiments  of 
my  brigade,  dispersed  over  a  district  of  country  more  than  one  hundred  and 
•  fifty  miles  in  extent.  They  assembled  with  unparalleled  promptness.  I  in- 
vited them  to  the  field,  not  to  make  a  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indiaos, 
but  to  rescue  the  defenceless  frontier  from  the  grasp  of  a  savage  enemy.  Tem- 
porary, but  prompt  and  immediate  relief,  until  other  forces  could  be  order- 
ed by  the  Government,  was  all  I  sought  to  afford  ;  and  I  assured  them  that 
they  sliould  not  be  detained  from  their  homes  more  than  three  or  four 
weeks.  Under  this  pledge,  men  from  all  the  various  pursuits  of  life  sud- 
denly suspended  their  business,  and  joined  the  standard  of  the  volunteers. 
Near  two  hundred  and  fifty  were  immediately  raised.  They  were  general- 
ly without  arms  ;  the  Government  had  none  with  which  to  supply  iliem; 
and,  on  my  own  responsibility,  I  ordered  such  to  be  purclnised  as  the  roer- 
chant?  could  supply,  which  consisted  principally  of  small  shot-guns,  en- 
tirely unfit  for  the  field.  Supplies  of  every  kind  wore  required;  yet,  not- 
withstanding  the  great  extent  of  country  from  which  the  men  bad  to  b 
.    drawn,  and  the  dilficully  of  transforming'citizens  from  Ihc  pursuits  of  ciri 
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life  to  soldiers  in  the  field,  hy  the  thirteenth  day  after  I  received  intelligence 
of  Indian  depredations,  the  troops  of  Middle  Florida,  under  my  command| 
had  been  assembled  and  organized,  had  performed  a  march  of  two  hundred 
miles,  and  had  attacked  and  destroyed  a  party  of  the  enemy  discovered  in 
plundering  and  burning- a  house  within  half  a  mile  of  Micanopy.  A  de- 
tachment of  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Captain  McLe- 
more,  had  that  morning  l>een  despatched,  at  the  request  of  General  Clinch, 
to  protect  his  provision  train,  then  on  the  march  to  Fort  Drane,  and  ex* 
posed  to  (he  most  imminent  peril.  They  performed  the  duty ;  protected  the 
supplies  for  the  regular  troops,  who  were  almost  destitute ;  and  arrived  at 
the  burning  house  on  the  road  just  after  the  Indians  had  been  routed. 

Notwithstanding  the  promptitude  with  which  the  troops  were  raised,  and 
the  rapidity  of  their  march,  on  my  arrival  I  found  the  whole  country  over- 
run and  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Every  house  had  been  abandoned  ; 
the  Indians  were  masters  of  the  country  ;  the  regular  troops  were  in  want 
of  almost  every  thing ;  they  had  not  fired  a  gun  at  the  enemy,  and,  from  the 
smallness  of  their  numbers,  were  scarcely  able  to  hold  the  small  space  of 
ground  within  gun-shot  of  the  pickets  hastily  constructed  for  their  own 
preservation. 

The  volunteers  of  East  Florida,  under  their  brave  commander,  Colonel 
Warren,  had  been  raised  on  the  appeal  of  General  Clinch.  Many  of  them 
were  those  who  had  been  driven  from  their  homes,  and  had  engaged  for  no 
definite  time.  I  overtook  and  assumed  the  command  of  them  on  the  I9th 
December.  The  whole  force  was  employed,  with  great  activity,  in  scout- 
ing the  country  and  driving  out  the  enemy,  as  long  as  the  trace  of  one 
could  be  found.  After  this  duty  was  performed,  there  remained  yet  five  or 
six  days  unexpired  of  the  time  for  which  the  volunteers  from  East  Florida 
had  engaged.  I  was  anxious  to  employ  every  moment  to  the  best  advan- 
tage ;  and.  as  the  guides  spoke  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  finding  In- 
dians at  the  towns  on  the  Withlacoochie,  not  more  than  thirty-five  miles 
from  Fort  Drane,  and  represented  the  river  as  being  shallow  and  fordable 
at  that  point,  I  proposed  to  General  Clinch  that  a  rapid  and  forced  march 
should  be  made,  to  surprise  and  aUack  the  enemy  at  the  point  designated. 
The  suggestion  was  adopted.  On  the  27th  and  28th  December  the  volun- 
teers were  recalled  from  the  scouts,  and  part  of  the  regular  troops  were  with- 
drawn from  F^ort  King  for  the  expedition.  On  the  morning  of  the  2yth 
the  whole  army  marched  for  the  Withlacoochie  under  the  command  of 
General  Clinch.  The  volunteers  from  Middle  Florida,  having  but  three 
days  more  to  serve,  left  their  wagon-train  and  all  their  baggage,  carrying 
with  them  four  days'  rations,  already  prepared  for  use.  They  were  equip- 
ped to  move  with  that  rapidity  so  essential  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise ; 
but  the  regulars  were  encumbered  with  a  heavy  baggage  train,  badly  ap- 
pointed and  badly  conducted ;  and  such  was  the  sloth  of  the  march,  that 
we  did  not  arrive  at  the  Withlacoochie  until  the  morning  of  the  third  day, 
although,  upon  the  plan  originally  proposed,  it  might  have  been  accom- 
plished in  twenty-four  hours.  On  our  arrival,  the  army  was  suddenly 
brought  to  a  halt,  and  we  were  <rreatly  surprised  at  finding  a  deep  and 
rapid  river,  presenting  a  most  formidable  impediment  to  our  farther  advance 
into  the  country,  instend  of  the  fordable  streaiij  over  which  we  might 
pass  with  scarce  any  dtlay,  which  the  information  of  the  guides  led  us  to 
expect.  On  tlie  opposite  side  an  Indian  canoe  was  discovered,  and  was 
brought  across  by  two  men  who  swam  over  for  it.    The  regulars  immedi- 
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ately  commenced  crossing,  and,  although  they  only  amonnted  to  ahoiil  tT> 
hundred  and  sixty,  it  was  near  noon  l>erore  ihey  had  effected  tlie  passazt. 
In  the  mean  lime  the  volunteers  had  b*3en  enijaoed  in  driving  over  iKe:: 
horses :  and  a  raft  of  careen  poles  had  been  constructed,  on  which  somef< 
the  saddles  were  carried  over;  bnl  it  was  so  heavy,  and  sunk  so  dr.-ep  il 
the  wat«ir,  that  il  was  of  but  very  Iitlle  service. 

So  sooii  as  the  regulars  were  over,  the  vclnnteers  commenced  crossincn 
the  canoe,  which,  under  the  best  manaijemenl,  would  carry  ouiy  fromtireio 
seven  persons,  two  of  whom  were  i^fcnerally  fouml  necessary  to  carry  lift 
boat  back  again  ;  and  it  required  baihuj^  every  trip  to  prevent  it  lillin?  ^iiii 
waler.  It  »s  to  be  remembered  that  the  volunteers  had  to  take  their  sad- 
dles and  saiidlehags  with  them  in  ihe  canoe,  and  therefore  could  not  crc-s 
with  the  same  rapidity  as  the  regulars,  who  marched  in  with  their  knap- 
sacks on  tlieir  backs. 

Superintending:  the  crossing  of  the  vohmteers  in  T>erson,  I  perceived  thar. 
from  t!ie  slow  progress  they  made,  and  from  the  time  previously  retjuirtd 
by  the  rcfinlars,  unless  some  other  means  of  accomplishing  the  passage conld 
be  deviNcd,  it  would  consume  the  whole  day.  On  account  of  my  pledget) 
them  that  they  should  be  permitted  to  return  the  next  day,  when  their  lena 
of  service  wnuld  be  completed,  I  was  very  solicitous  to  obviate  ihis  delay. 
I  accordingly  called  the  attention  of  General  ("linch,  already  on  thesoaih. 
sids  of  the  river,  to  tT-colleclion  of  dry  logs,  on  the  point  of  an  island,  siinate 
a  short  distance  below  the  crossing  place,  and  accessible  from  that  banket' 
the  riv«*r  by  means  of  a  ledge  of  roeks,  and  su<r^csted  that,  if  they  conid  be 
got  into  the  water,  they  would  afford  the  means  of  Sfwedily  constmctinga 
bridge  from  tht?  north  bank  to  the  island.  The  suggestion  was  adopted  ;und 
General  ('linch  and  his  stalK  accompatiied  by  several  of  the  vohmlcerotfi- 
cers,  repaired  to  the  island  ;  and  while  they  were  engjiged  in  getting  the 
logs  afloat,  and  1  with  a  party  of  men  engaged  in  drawinir  (hem  across  k 
the  aid  of  ropes,  I  heard  rapidly  reiterated  exclamations  from  the  men  is 
my  rear — "the  Indians  are  coming."  Hearing  no  alarm  from  the  opposite 
side,  and  supposing  the  Indians  were  on  the  north  bank,  I  connnenced  lorm- 
ing  the  line  facing  to  the  rear,  in  order  to  receive  them.  In  a  few  moments, 
however,  the  Indians  made  (heir  appearance  on  ilie  opposite  side,  just  abore 
the  cn)ssing  place.  The  position  of  the  line  was  changed  at  that  point 
and  the  Indians  o|-K)ned  their  fire  upon  us  across  the  river  ;  the  fire  Viis  im- 
mediately returned,  and  they  tl'd.  All  this  occtirrod  teforc  a  gun  wtisfired 
at  the  reirulars.  They  had  advanced  Iwyond  the  river  swamp  nbonl  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  atid  taken  a  posuion  in  a  small  piece  of  open  ground,  nr- 
rounded  by  scrub  atid  hammtick.  which  concealed  the  enemy  and  gave  ihem 
a  decided  advantage  in  the  contest. 

When  the  action  commenced,  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  of  the  volnfl* 
tecrs  had  crossed  the  river,  of  whom  a  larir*;  numbt^r  were  officers.  Some 
of  them  had  swaiu  over,  and,  being  unable  to  carry  their  guns  with  iliea. 
were  in  a  defenceless  situation  until  supplied  from  the  opposite  side.  They 
marched  boldly  in  to  the  light,  and  behaved  with  as  much  intrepiditjtf 
any  men  oti  that  field.  They  formed  a  line  extending  from  the  liver  liaok 
nearly  to  the  left  fl.uik  of  the  regulars  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  their  poiitioo» 
and  the  gallantry  with  which  they  fought,  that  the  regulars  were  uotsor 
rounded  and  cut  off  by  the  enemy.  During  the  fiuhtj'the  volimteencoa- 
tinued  to  cross  as  fast  as  possible  and  join  in  the  action.  Sflaiiy  aUempK^ 
to  swim  the  nvet,\>v\\.  \w  ^NeY^i  vwsi^siuce^  I  believe^  it  was  fouud  iiupambk 
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to  cross  in  timt  manner,  without  getting  their  arms  wet  and  (heir  ammunition 
destroyed.    At  one  lime  I  ordered  the  whole  force  to  mount  and  charge  the 
river;  but  it  was  found  impracticable,  from  the  cause  just  nientioued,  and 
the  order  wos  countermanded.     Some  swam  nearly   over,  carrying  their 
guns  al>ove  the  water,  bur,  from  exhaustion,  were  compelled  to  drop  ihem. 
After  the  lapse  of  more  than  eighteen  monilis,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
^give  an  official  report  of  the  battle,  or  to  cast  rellections  uf>on  any  one,  but 
to  call  your  attention  to  certain  errors  conjimticd  \n  your  last  annual  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  ask  that  justice  may  be  don«j  to  the  volun- 
teers of  Florida,  so  luikindly  and  so  unjustly  misrepresented.     You  have 
said,  "of  the  four  or  five  hundred  vohmleers  who  joined  General  Clinch, 
with  the  view  of  aiding  in  subduing  the  Indians,  only  twenty-seven  men 
.  and  three  officers  took  part  in  the  action;^' and  you  have  &iid,  "  why  so 
xnany  remained  out  of  the  action,  is  not  explained/'     Jf  the  statement  I  have 
.already  given  does  not  afford  a  sufficient  explanation,  permit  me  to  say,  sir 
•expressly  and  emphatically,  that  the  volunteers  wiio  were  not  engaged  re- 
mained out  of  the  action  because  they  foinid  it  utterly  impossible  to  get  into 
it.     A  deep  and  rapid  river  separated  them  alike  from  the  regulars  and  from 
-the  enemy.     The  river  had  to  be  crossed  before  they  could  participate  in 
the  fight;  and  the  only  means  provided  for  crossin^j  were  a  small  raft, 
found  to  be  of  little  service,  and  an  Indian  canoe.     The  regular  troops, 
.^bout  two  hundred  and  sixty  in  number,  were  four  or  five  hours  in  cross- 
•  ing.     The  volunteers,  with  the  exception  of  some  officers  who  crossed  with 
the  regulars,  had  obtained  possession  of  the  canoe  not  more  than  thirty  min- 
.utcs  h«fore  the  fighl  commenced  ;  and  yet  ^*  why  so  many  of  them  remain- 
ed out  of  the  action  is  unexplained." 

With  an  appearance  of  great  accuracy  you  state  that  "  only  twenty  seven 
xneu  and  three  officers  of  the  Florida  volunteer.s  took  part  in  the  action." 
.In  justice  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  my  iMDmmand,  I  am  bound 
.to  correct  this  statement,  which  I  am  enabled  to  do  from  my  own  personal 
observation.  I  crossed  the  river  during  the  fight  myself,  and  arrived  on 
^e  field  just  after  the  Indians  retreated.  It  was  soon  decided  that  the  po- 
sition occupied  by  the  regulars,  in  double  file,  in  open  ground,  within  point- 
l>lank  shot  of  a  dense  hammock,  with  the  right  iiank  subject  to  be  turned 
by  the  enemy,  could  not  be  maintained.  1  he  troops  were  accordingly 
withdrawn  into  the  river  swamp,  and  formed  in  a  curved  line,  with  a  de- 
4achnient  of  volunteers  on  the  right  and  lef>,  resting  on  the  river  above  and 
l)elow  the  crossing-place,  securing  our  flanks,  and  presenting:  a  front  which 
xould  not  be  broken.  The  Indians  soon  reappeared,  and  raised  the  whoop 
along  the  whole  Ime,  as  if  resolved  to  renew  the  attack  ;  but  they  found  uf 
j>repared  at  all  points  for  the  assault.  To  retire  across  the  river  in  the 
pn^nce  of  the  enemy  was  considered  a  difiiculi  and  hazardous  undertaking. 
General  Clinch  and  myself  difiered  with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  it 
ahould  be  conducted.  He  proposed  to  move  from  the  right  flank,  which 
;  Tested  on  the  river  very  near  the  point  at  whicli  we  must  cross;  while  1 
jnecommended  a  movement  from  the  left  flank,  wheeling  by  files  to  the  loft, 
and  passing  down  the  rear  of  the  line  to  tiie  cro<sing-placc,  thus  covering  the 
jnen  as  they  retired  by  those  who  remained  stationary.  The  Genend  then 
asked  who  should  conduct  the  men  across — he  or  myself.  He  was  greatly 
exhausted  from  the  fatifi:ue  of  the  fight.  I  tendered  my  services,  and  they 
were  accepted ;  and  he  Immediately  after  crossed  the  river,  leaving  the  fate 
^f  the  army  in  my  hands.    More  than  two  hours  were  spent  in  constructing 
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the  bridge  and  recrossing  the  horses  to  the  north  bank.  During  the  whofe 
time,  the  Indians,  by  their  whoops,  gave  repented  indications,  not  only  of 
their  presence,  but  of  their  intention  to  renew  the  attack.  At  length,  having 
the  opposite  bank  completely  manned  to  cover  the  retiring  line,  and  the 
necessary  preparations  being  finished,  just  before  sunset  tfie  line  commenced 
retiring.  Major  Bailey,  at  the  head  of  about  forty  volunteers^  with  a  firm- 
ness and  deliberation  which  would  have  done  honor  to  the  hardiest  veterans, 
led  the  way,  followed  by  the  regular  battalion  ;  and  the  rear  was  brought  np 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills  with  a  command  of  forty  one  volunteers.  The 
success  of  the  movement  depended  on  the  coolness  and  firmness  with  which 
it  was  executed,  and  a  better  specimen  of  deliberate  courage  was  never  ex- 
hibited on  any  occasion.  Colonel  Mills  was  the  last  to  cross,  and  before 
he  left  the  bank  the  Indians  rushed  down  on  the  opposite  side.  Yoo  will 
thus  perceive,  sir,  the  injustice  done  the  volunteers  by  saying  that  "only 
twenty-seven  of  the  men  took  part  in  the  battle.'* 

But  the  injustice  done  the  oflScers  is  still  more  apparent.  You  haw 
stated  (on  what  authotity  I  know  not)  that  but  three  of  them  participated 
in  the  engagement.  Justice  demands  not  only  that  this  charge  should  be 
repelled,  but  that  the  names  of  those  brave  and  patriotic  officers  who  foneht 
so  gallantly  on  that  occasion  should  be  recorded.  Three  of  them,  Colooel 
"Warren,  Colonel  Read,  and  Major  Cooper,  were  wounded — the  first  and  the 
last  dangrerously.  Colonel  Parkhill,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills,  Major  Bailey, 
Major  Welford,  Major  Gamble,  Captain  Fisher,  Captain  Parish,  Captain 
Boss,  Lieutenant  Hunter,  Lieutenant  Stewart,  Lieutenant  Wilder,  Lieutenam 
Dell,  LietUenant  Floyd,  Lieutenant  Chaires,  and  others  whose  names  are 
not  now  recollected,  crossed  the  river  before  or  during  the  action,  and  were 
among  the  foremost  arid  bravest  in  the  conflict. 

I  have  yet  to  mention  another  important  service  performed  by  the  voIiid- 
teers  on  that  occasion,  which  saved  the  regulars  from  havoc  and  slaughter. 
It  was  by  them,  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Wyntt,  of  Middle 
Florida,  that  the  bridge  of  logs  was  constructed,  which  enabled  the  troops 
to  retire  with  safety  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Had  tliere  been  w 
other  means  of  recrossing  provided  but  the  canoe,  no  one  will  pretend  to 
say  that  the  movement  could  havo  been  performed  without  great  loss. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  disparage  the  merit  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
r^ular  army.  They  fought  bravely,  and  sustained  themselves  nobly.  But  I 
will  not  permit  unjust  reflections  to  be  cast  upon  the  volunteers  o(  Florida. 
I  trust,  sir,  the  day  may  never  come  when,  to  sustain  the  fame  of  year 
army,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  detract  from  the  services  and  merits  of  the 
patriotic  but  undisciplined  citizens,  who  may  volunteer  their  aid  to  the 
country  in  the  hour  of  peril  and  necessity. 

You  have  further  observed,  sir.  "  had  the  same  zeal  and  bravery  beea 
displayed  by  the  whole  force  as  was  evinced  by  the  regular  troops,  there  ii 
but  liule  doubt  that  the  war  would  have  been  terminated  with  the  battkoT 
the  Wilhlacoochie."    I  have  endeavored  to  show,  sir,  that  there  was  no  de- 
ficiency of  either  zeal  or  bravery  among  the  volunteer  officers  or  roenei 
<hat  occasion.    I  have  shown,  and  am  able  to  prove  to  the  world,  that  the 
l^reater  number  of  them  "  remained  out  of  the  action"  because  they  cooU 
not  cross  the  river  to  participate  in  it.     I  have  shown  that  they  did  ail  tbH 
could  be  done  by  troops  in  their  situation.    After  so  many  unsuccessfnl  a^ 
tempts  to  subdue  the  Indians— after  the  failure  of  three  of  your  most  distn- 
£uished  major  generals  to  accomplish  that  object— after  the  onited  hot  lu- 
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raeotssfol  efforts  of  yoiir  army,  and  the  best  troops  of  the  patriotic  States^ 
which  have  engaged  in  the  war  dnring  a  period  of  more  than  eighteen 
months — it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  you  do  not  owe  it  to  yourself,  to  the 
army,  and  to  the  volunteers  of  Florida,  to  retract  the  assertion  that  less  than 
lour  hundred  undisciplined  volunteers  from  Florida  could,  in  one  day,  have 
accomplished  that  which  hus  baffled  the  whole  power  of  the  Government 
for  almost  two  years,  und  disappointed  the  ex{)ectations  of  the  best  generals 
in  our  service.  There  was  one  event  known  to  you  at  the  time  you  made 
your  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  should  have  saved  you  from 
the  commissiot)  of  this  error,  and  s«ived  the  volunteers  from  the  unjust  re- 
proach which  has  been  cast  upon  them.  You  were  fully  apprized  that  the 
▼eteran  and  gallant  General  Gaines,  with  an  army  of  about  twelve  hundred 
regulars  and  volunteers,  of  undoubted  zeal  and  bravery,  soon  after  met  the 
same  enemy  on  almost  the  same  ground  ;  that  they  surrounded  him  in  a 
fortified  encampment,  and  fought  with  unabated  fury;  and  were  met  with 
distinguished  courage  and  fortitude  for  five  days  and  nights  ;  and  that 
Geueral  Gaines  was  finally  relieved  by  General  Clinch,  who  marched  to 
his  assistance  with  five  hundred  men,  many  of  whom  were  the  same  Flor- 
ida volunteers  whom  you  have  treated  with  so  much  injustice  in  your  of- 
ficial report.  With  a  knowledge  of  these  facts,  your  remarks  must  be  con- 
sidered gratuitous  and  most  extraordinary  by  every  impartiol  observer. 

1  have  endeavored  to  lay  before  you,  sir,  a  statement  of  the  circumstances 
tinder  which  the  expedition  was  undertaken,  and  of  such  incidents  con- 
nected with  the  battle  of  the  Withlacoochie  as  will  enable  you  to  repair  the 
injnry  you  have  done  to  the  brave  and  patriotic  volunteers  of  Florida.  I 
frost,  sir,  that  redress  will  be  as  ample  as  the  injury  has  been  unmerited. 
Trmfa,  justice,  and  the  magnanimity  of  the  commander  iuchief  of  the  army,, 
all  conspire  to  demand  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  K.  CALLi^ 

Major  General  Macomb, 

O^mmandeT'iiKhief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 


Tallahassee,  August  23,  lb*37. 
Sir  :  A  nnmber  of  gentlemen  in  Kentucky  are  desirous  of  raising  a  bri- 
gade of  mennted  volunteers,  for  six  months,  to  serve  in  the  next  campaign 
a^inst  the  Seminole  Indians;  and  application  has  been  made  to  me  to  re- 
ceive them  and  to  cemmand  them  in  person.  If  not  inconsistent  with  the 
irJews  of  the  department,  I  should  be  gratified  to  receive  authority  for  that 

Krpose.    This  corps  would  be  composed  of  the  pride  and  chivalry  of  the^ 
it«,  and  I  doubt  not  would  render  most  important  services. 
Should  the  Government  approve  of  the  measure,  I  have  to  request  that! 
may  he  immediately  advised  of  its  determination ;  and,  in  order  to  save 
lime,  I  have  to  request  further,  that  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  advice  to  me  may 
te  forwarded  to  Colonel' James  P.  Walker,  Russellville,  Kentucky. 
I  hare  the  hotior  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Hon.  J.  R.  PoiNscTT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Tallahas 

Sia :  Having  corresponded  with  the  Pnymi 

months,  without  producing  the  desired  effect, 

sity  of  addressing  you  on  the  suhject  of  the  un 

Pay  Department  in  Middle  and  West  Florida. 

There  are  many  companies,  both  militia  an 
the  service  more  than  twelve  months  since,  j 
peated  and  ururcnt  solicitations  to  the  Paymaste 
paid.  In  addition  to  these,  a  considerable  fore 
ferent  times  since  the  1st  of  February  last,  ii 
Creeks,  and  in  defending  the  frontier  from  the 
all  of  whom  are  yet  unpaid.  This  is  a  grievanc 
ed  much  complaint ;  and  I  have  therefore  can] 
quest  that  a  paymaster  may  be  ordered  witlu 
place  and  pay  olT  all  the  claims  against  that  de 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoi 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Stcretary  of  War, 


Tallai 

Sir  :  Although  1  have  not  had  the  honor  o\ 
letter  of  August  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  order 
visions  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Florida  i 
yet  1  presume  some  modification  of  that  ordei 
structions  of  the  Department  of  War. 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  Major  Jones,  th 
the  Suwanee  frontier,  from  which  the  followin§ 

<•  I  presume  your  excellency  has  been  furnil 
retary  of  War's  instructions,  extending  the  issi 
inhabitants  after  the  1st  of  October  in  many  ca 
bers  of  families  under  fourteen  years,  of  tho 
persons,  &c." 

So  far  as  it  relates  to  East  Florida,  it  was  not 
been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  those  instructiot 
donbt,  with  great  promptness,  cause  them  to  be 
inhabitants  of  that  section  of  country.  But  in 
remote  to  receive  the  necessary  attention  from  < 
counties  (those  of  Washington  and  Walton)  y 
former  letters  on  the  subject,  were  invaded  in  1 
Creek  Indians,  and  the  inhabitants  have  been 
and  have  suffered  as  much  in  the  loss  of  life  i 
-eastern  frontier.  The  population  is  sparse,  an 
having  no  other  means  or  living  but  those  affc 
and  the  product  of  their  small  plantations.  T 
•capable  of  bearing  arms  have  been  engaged  i 
fations  against  the  Indians  since  their  first  ap| 
are  still  so  engaged ;  for,  although  a  number  oi 
ind  many  wamon  Yui^^  \)ft«:iv  \&\\V^  vci  vbft 
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taken  plaoei  bands  of  the  enemy  still  continue  to  infest  the  country, 
»ep  the  inhabitants  in  a  state  of  danger  and  alarm.  The  people  have 
unable  to  cultivate  their  lands ;  hence  they  have  made  no  crops,  and 
BStitute  of  bread,  and  their  cattle  have  been  greatly  destroyed  by  the 
ns.  Those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  for  the  Inst  nine 
fis  have  not  received  a  cent  of  pay,  and,  from  the  extreme  necessity  pro- 
I  by  the  order  suspending  the  issue  of  supplies  after  the  1st  Octooer, 
ire  compelled  to  sell  their  claims  against  the  Government  for  the  pay 
ig  due  them,  at  any  discount  which  the  extortionate  may  demand,  in 

to  buy  bread  for  their  families.  Even  this  resource  is  rendered  less 
ible  from  the  circumstance  that  there  are  no  provisions  to  sell  in  that 
f  the  country,  and  they  are  compelled  to  procure  them  from  a  distance. 
state  of  things,  sir,  cannot  long  be  endured ;  and  if  they  are  not  sup- 
1  by  the  Government  to  some  extent,  until  they  can  make  a  crop,  they 
abandon  the  country  to  the  enemy.  Humanity  requires  that  they 
i  be  informed  of  their  fate  as  early  as  possible,  to  avoid  a  protraction 
sir  sufferinj^s  by  remaining  in  their  present  situation  without  the*  hope 
ief.  I  have  to  request,  sir,  that  I  may  be  immediately  advised  of  ihe 
nination  of  the  Government  on  this  important  subject.  Presuming, 
the  letter  of  Major  Jones,  above  referred  to,  that  some  relief  has  been 
?d  by  the  department,  I  have,  on  my  own  responsibility,  ordered  the 
»rmaster  general  of  the  Florida  militia,  as  a  temporary  relief  to  the 
?rs,  to  issue  provisions  to  such  persons  as  are  designated  in  the  extract 
ihe  letter  of  Major  Jones.  [  hope  this  measure  may  meet  witli  your  ap- 
lion  ;  but,  if  not,  1  shall  meet  the  responsibility  I  have  incurred  wilh- 
gret,  as  it  was  assumed  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
1.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  October  27,  1837. 
L :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
instant,  with  its  accompanying  documents. 

gret  very  much  indeed,  sir,  to  be  imder  the  necessity  of  giving  you 
r  trouble  with  regard  lo  the  non-payment  of  the  Florida  troops ;  but 
duty  1  owe  to  them  and  to  myself,  to  place  the  subject  before  you  in 
Dper  light,  entertaining  no  doubt  you  will  cause  justice  to  be  done- 
?ver  you  are  correctly  informed. 

e  information  given  you  by  the  Paymaster  General,  so  far  from  giving 
telligence  you  require,  ir,  calculated  to  produce  the  most  erroneous 
ision.  Why  he  did  not  furnish  you  with  copies  of  that  part  of  my 
pondence  with  him  which  was  necessary  to  enable  you  to  under- 
the  subject  correctly,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  ;  but  as  he  has  failed 
so,  I  beg  leave  respecifully  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  copies  of  my 
to  him,  dated  the  26th  July  and  2l8t  of  August,  to  which  1  invite 
larticular  attention.  It  was  not  until  I  had  failed  to  receive  an  answer 
last,  that  I  troubled  you  with  the  subject  in  my  letter  of  the  26th 
}.  These  copies  will  furnish  you,  at  least  in  part,  with  the  information 
Mig;ht  to  obtain  from  the  Paymaster  General.    They  will  inlorm  yoa« 
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that  the.  troops  in  question  were  ordered  into  service  by  me  for  thedefenct 
of  the  frontier;  they  will  show  the  necessity  which  existed  for  tlie order: 
they  will  explain  ihe  reason  why  the  troops  were  Hot  regularly  mustered; 
and  they  exhibit  in  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  paymaster  Forsyth,  who  is 
perhaps  most  to  be  censured  for  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  ilie 
payihent  of  the  Florida  troops.     With  regard  to  the  necessity  of  sending 
the  muster  roils  to  Washington  before  the  troops  are  paid,  as  I  couceire 
there  is  no  doubtful  point  involved  in  the  case,  I  had  considered  this  for- 
mality waived  by  the  letter  of  the  Paymaster  General,  dated  the  Sth  of  July, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  "If  there  are  no  doubtful  points  to 
be  settled  by  the  accounting  officers,  as  you  seem  to  think,  the  payment  caa 
be  made  on  the  rolls  retained;  but  if  tiiere  are,  it  will  certainly  save  lime  to 
have  the  rolls  placed  in  their  hands  as  soon  as  practicable.''     I  am  advised 
of  no  doubtful  point  in  the  case.    1  will,  however,  for  your  informntioo, 
state  the  facts ;  and  if  there  should  be,  I  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  confonn 
to  the  rules  of  the  department.    All  the  troops  in  question  were  ordered 
iato  service,  by  me  as  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  they  have  served 
either  in  the  campaign  against  the  Indians,  or  in  defending  the  frontier 
against  invasion.     Under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  those  of  ibe 
united  States,  I  am  fully  authorized  to  give  such  orders.     The  frontier  ot 
Middle -Florida  has  been  harassed  and  annoyed  by  the  Seminole  Indiaus 
during  tlie  whole  war,  and  two  counties  of  West  Florida  have  been  invnded 
by  the  fugitive  Creeks  since  February  last.     For  neither  of  rhose  districts 
has  General  Jesup  been  able  to  give  the  necessary  protection,  and  1  have 
been  compelled  to  defend  them  with  troops  levied  for  that  purpose.    Koc 
having  had  any  regular  officer  under  my  command,  I  have  been  unable  to 
have  the  companies  regularly  mustered.     1  have  frequently  applied  to 
General  Jesup  for  an  officer  to  perform  this  duty,  and  he  has  as  often 
promised  to  send  one,  but,  owing  to  the  want  of  officers,  he  has  been  unable 
to  do  so.     I  hope,  however,  by  the  time  the  paymaster  arrives,  this  duty 
will  have  been  performed.     Hitherto  I  know  it  has  not  been  necessary  to 
send  the  muster  rolls  to  the  Paymaster  General  before  the  troops  were  p.id. 
I  speak  with  confidence  on  the  subject,  because  I  know  it  has  not  been  the 
practice.     The  troops  that  entered  the  service  last  winter,  both  in  Kast  and 
Middle  Florida,  were  ordered  out  by  me.     In  the  east  ihey  have  l>een 
promptly  paid  ;  while  in  the  middle  district,  with  the  exception  of  Myricks 
and  Kvans's  companies,  none  have  been  paid  for  mor^  than  twelve  mouths. 
Many  who  are  poor  have  suffered  by  the  delay,  and  not  a  few  have  sold 
their  claims,  from  necessity,  for  whatever  they  could  get.     Every  thing  in 
my  power  has  been  done  to  procure  the  payment  of  these  troops,  but  withoat 
effect.     1  have  now  placed  you  in  possession  of  all  the  facts,  and  I  respect- 
fully ask  of  you  the  application  of  the  proper  remedy  to  correct  the  evil 
complained  of. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  December  11, 1837. 
Sir  :  Paymastet  Ma^es^  of  the  United  States  army,  bos  arrived  at  dw 
place  Un  the  puT\)oa«  ot  V^T^^^  ^'^  vrow^^V^RaiMSA^jBd  West  Floriia 
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He  has  furnished  me  with  an  extract  from  the  instructions  of  the  Paymaster 
General,  from  which  he  informs  mc  he  feels  much  embarrassment  in  pro- 
ceeding with  (he  duties  required  of  him.  The  following  is  the  extract  re- 
ferred to :  "  Care  should  be  taken  that  none  but  volunteers  nnd  militia 
called  out  by  proper  authority  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  duly  mustered  in/and  out  of  service,  be  paid  by  you."  The  Paymaster 
Oeneral  was  fully  informed  by  me  that  all  the  troops  of  Middle  and  West 
Florida,  entitled  to  pay,  were  ordered  into  service  by  me,  as  the  Executive 
of  the  Territory.  If  there  is  to  be  a  distinction  taken  between  my  authority 
in  ordering  out  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  the  ^<  proper 
authority  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  and  none  are  to  be 
paid  but  such  as  have  been  ordered  into  service  by  the  latter  authority, 
then  the  Paymaster  General  has  sent  his  subordinate  ofQcer  on  nn  idle  mis* 
sion.  There  appears,  also,  to  be  some  difficulty  about  the  muster  of  the 
inen  in  and  out  of  service.  The  Paymaster  General  has  been  informed 
that,  with  few  exceptions,  these  troops  entered  the  service  without  being 
mustered  in,  and  were  discharged  without  being  mustered  out,  because 
there  was  no  regular  officer  under  my  command  to  perform  that  duty.  It 
is  now  proposed  to  remedy  this  irregularity,  as  has  been  often  done  in  this 
Territory  and  elsewhere,  by  a  muster  of  the  men,  although  some  of  them 
have  been  discharged  more  than  twelve  months.  When  this  is  ^ne,  the 
paymaster  may  not  consider  them  as  having  been  '^  duly  mustered,"  but  it  is 
the  only  muster  which  can  ever  take  place  ;  and  if  it  should  be  deemed  insuf- 
ficient, I  wish  to  be  informed,  in  order  that  an  early  application  may  be 
made  to  Congress  for  redress.  But  I  hope,  sir,  this  may  not  be  necessary  ; 
and  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  belief  that  you  will  order  to  be  done 
that  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  you  may  believe  to  be  just  and 
proper.  I  have  to  request,  sir,  that  such  an  order  may  be  given,  that  the 
paymaster  and  the  mustering  officer,  (Lieutenant  Vinton, of  the  United  States 
army,)  may  be  enabled,  without  delay,  to  perform  the  duty  assigned  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectlullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Hon.  J.  R.  PoiNSKTT, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  January  17,  1838. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  accompanied  with  a  report  of  the  Paymaster  General  on  the  subject 
of  the  pay  due  from  the  United  Slates  to  the  miliiia  and  volunteers  of  Mid- 
dle and  West  Florida.  I  regret  exceedingly  to  find,  sir,  that  further  and 
unexpected  delay  has  been  pr(duced  in  the  payment  of  these  troops.  My 
letters  to  the  Paymaster  General,  of  the  25th  of  July  and  2lst  of  August, 
must  have  in  lor  mod  him  that  the  troops  in  question  were  ordered  into 
service  by  me ;  and  the  same  information  was  expressly  and  distinctly  com* 
municatcil  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  27ih  of  October.  In  reply  to  that  let- 
ter,  on  the  16th  day  of  November,  you  informed  me  that  a  paymaster  had 
l)c«n  ordered  to  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  paying  all  troops  legally  entitled 
to  compensation  from  the  United  States,  and  observed,  "  I  trust  your  excel- 
lency will  experience  no  further  difficulty  upon  the  subject."  On  receiving 
that  letter,  I  had  a  right  to  suppose  that  no  further  embarrassment  would 
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be  presented.  I  was,  therefore,  jrreatly  surprised,  on  the  arriral  of  the  pty- 
master,  to  find  him  fettered  by  the  instructions  of  the  Paymaster  General  la 
such  a  manner  ns  to  prevent  him  from  performinfif  the  very  duties  yoa  had 
advis^  me  he  had  been  sent  to  Florida  to  discharge. 

On  the  11th  of  December  I  addressed  you  on  the  subject  of  these  instruc- 
tions, and  am  now  informed  by  your  answer,  dated  on  the  30th  ultimo,  that, 
from  the  information  now  in  the  possession  of  the  department,  it  appears 
that  the  troops,  whose  payment  I  seek  to  effect,  were  called  out  by  me  sub- 
sequently to  the  period  when  I  ceased  to  command  the  army  in  Florida: 
"full  explanation  of  the  necessity  and  manner  of  catling  these  troops  into 
the  service  is,  therefore,  necessary;  and  this  will  be  immediately  asked  of 
General  Jesup."  This  opinion,  so  entirely  at  variance  with  that  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  16ih  of  November,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  apay- 
master  had  been  ordered  to  Florida  with  instructions  to  pay  all  troops 
legally  entitled,  &c.,  and  that  you  trusted  I  would  "have  no  further  diffi- 
culty on  the  subject,"  appears  to  have  bvew  formed  on  the  report  of  the  Pay- 
master General,  containing  an  extract  from  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th  of ' 
October,  which  you  had  previously  answered  in  the  most  satisfactory  man- 
ner. It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  sir,  that  the  information  contained  in  that 
letter,  when  read  by  you,  and  when  extracted  by  the  Paymaster  General, 
should  have  produced  such  opposite  and  contradictory  results.  The 
language ''in  which  I  addressed  myself  was  too  plain  and  comprehen- 
sive to  admit  of  doubt.  It  stated,  in  express  terms,  that  those  troops  had 
been  ordered  into  service  by  me ;  and  when  you  read  my  letter,  you  must 
have  understood  my  meaiiinor  as  perfectly  as  you  did  when  you  read  the 
extract  from  it  furnished  by  tfie  Paymaster  General.  And  yet,  after  receiv- 
ing the  extract,  you  say,  "  Irnm  information  now  in  possession  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  appears,"  &c.;  as  though  tke  inlbrination  had  not  been  in  your  pos^ 
session  before  that  lime.  This  furnishes  additional  proof  of  the  little  atten- 
tion which  has  been  paid  to  the  repeated  solicitations  I  have  presented  to 
you  and  the  Paymaster  General  for  the  payment  of  these  troops  in  my  cor- 
respondence,  commencing  on  the  9ih  day  of  May  last,  and  continued  until 
the  present  time. 

Permit  me  to  offer  a  remark  on  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  yoa 
say  that  you  will  ask  of  General  .lesnp  full  explanation  of  the  necessity  which 
existed  for  my  ordering  these  troops  into  service.  I  entertain  for  General 
Jesnp  the  highest  respect,  and  tlie  best  relations  have  subsisted  between  us 
during  the  whole  period  of  his  command  in  Florida ;  but,  sir,  so  long  as  I 
am  charged  with  the  executive  authority  of  Florida — so  long  as  the  laws 
of  this  Territory  require  me,  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  to  order 
out  the  militia — so  long  ns  the  army  fails  to  give  the  necessary  protection, 
and  our  citizens  are  murdered  In  their  own  dwellings  by  the  savages,  which 
has  frequently  been  the  case  under  your  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment— I  shall  not  hesitate  to  perform  my  duty,  by  ordering  the  militia  into 
service.  And  I  shall  never,  in  such  cases,  wait  to  consult  the  commander 
of  your  army,  at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  miles  from  the  scene 
where  the  troops  are  required,  before  I  order  them  into  service  to  save  the 
frontier  from  destruction. 

My  letters  to  you,  to  General  Josup,  and  to  the  Paymaster  General,  have 
shown  the  existence  of  the  necessity  under  which  these  troops  were  oideved 
into  service.  In  my  letter  to  the  Paymaster  General,  dated  25fh  of  July  last, 
when  urging  the  payment  of  these  troops,  I  observed,  «<  that  Bliddle  Floridi, 
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er  of  more  than  two  hundred  miles,  has  defended  herself  du* 

lie  war,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  last  summer,. 

I  has  scarcely  been  a  regular  soldier  encamped  within  her  Hm- 

'.21st  of  August  I  addressed  him  a^ain  on  the  same  subject,  and 

have  been  compelled  to  defend  Middle  Florida  against  the  rav- 

Seminoles,  and  West  Florida  against  the  fugitive' Creeks,  with-  ^  ; 

F  the  Government ;  not  having  even  so  much  as  a  regular  oflBcer 

e  men  into  service."    Copies  of  each  of  these  letters .  were  for- 

9U  in  October  lost.     On  the  23d  of  August  I  addressed  you  m 

J  terms :  "  You  are  aware  that  the  fugitive  Creek  Indians,  for 

inonths,  have  greatly  harassed  and  destroyed  a  number  of  the 

n  West  Florida.    Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  drivcQ  :.  i[ 

)mes,  with  the  entire  loss  of  their  means  of  subsistence ;  and,  to  jt  if 

distress,  I  have  ordered  supplies  to  be  furnished  them,  under  .  [ 

1  of  Congress  and  the  regulations  of  the  War  Department.    It  .  [  j 

y  for  me  to  assume  this  responsibility,  owing  to  the  distance  of 

m  the  operations  of  General  Jesup  in  East  Florida,  and  his  con- 

ility  to  attend  to  it.     The  local  militia  have  been  constantly  un- 

d  a  number  of  skirmishes  have  taken  place  with  the  Indians,.  |  ; 

3  latter  have  always  been  routed;  but,  as  the  country  affords*  i 

tiding  places  in  every  neighborhood,  it  is  not  yet  relieved  from  =! 

some  visiters,  and  the  people  are  unable  to  return  in  safety  to-  J 

Almost  evcrv  male  of  that  population  capable  of  bearinisr  arms  t 

vice  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  searching  for  and  driv-  :; 

ndians." 

th  of  October,  not  having  received  an  answer  to  the  letter  of 
regoing:  is  an  extract,  1  wrote  you  again  on  tiie  same  subject^  •*' 

:ed :  "  In  West  Florida,  at  a  point  too  remote  to  receive  the  ne-  '{ 

tion  from  General  Jesup,  there  are  two  counties  (those  of  Wash-  ;' 

V^nlton)  which  1  advised  you,  in  my  former  leUers  on  the  subject,  !    J 

d  in  February  lust  by  the  fu<iitive  Creek  Indians,  and  the  in-  j  ^■ 

ve  been  exposed  to  as  much  danger,  and  have  suffered  as  much  i 

life  and  property,  as  those  on  the  eastern  frontier.     The  popu-  I  ^ 

se,  and  generally  in  indigent  circumstances;  having  no  other  11: 

n^  but  those  afforded  by  their  stock  of  cattle  and  the  product  '    J 

I  plantations.     The  greater  number  of  those  capable  of  bearing  ■  ■ 

leen  engfaged  in  offensive  or  defensive  operations  against  the  ■  k 

J  their  first  appearance  in  the  country,  and  are  still  so  engaged  ;  '  [! 

a  number  of  prisoners  have  been  taken,  and  many  warriors  if 

:illed  in  the  numerous  skirmishes  which   have  taken  place^  •• 

enemy  still  continue  to  infest  the  country,  and  keep  the  inhab- 
ite  of  danger  and  alarm.     The  people  have  been  unable  to  cul-  V- 

lands ;  hence  they  have  made  no  crops,  and  are  destitute  of 
icir  cattle  have  been  greatly  destroyed  by  the  Indians.     Those  '  ' 

en  engaged  in  the  service  for  the  last  nine  months  have  not  re-  '■\ 

;  of  pay ;  and,  from  the  extreme  necessity  produced  by  the  order  , ' 

he  issue  of  supplies  alter  the  1st  of  October,  they  are  compelled  • 

laims  against  the  Government  for  the  pay  so  long  due  them,  at  ■  j 

which  the  extortionate  may  demand,  in  order  to  buy  bread  for  ; 

I."  The  information  thus  communicated  to  you  ought,  I  should  -j 

:d,  to  have  satisfied  you  of  the  necessity  which  required  me  to 
into  service.    If  it  was  not  sufficiently  explicit,  official  courtesy 
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4it  least  required  that  furtlier  explanation  should  have  been  asked  of  me,  in. 
stead,  of  applying  to  General  Jesup,  who  has  at  all  times  been  loo  far  re- 
moved from  the  frontier  of  Middle  and  West  Florida  to  give  the  inforraa. 
tion  required,  even  if  it  were  proper  to  consult  him  with  regard  to  llie  man- 
ner in  which  my  duties  have  been  performed.  I  have  felt  no  disposiiion  to 
interfere  with  the  military  arrangements  of  the  Government;  and  iftheD^ 
ccssary  protection  were  afforded  to  the  frontier,  I  should  not  order  nocn  into 
service. 

If  I  have  violated  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — if  I  have  ordered  troops  improperly  and  unne- 
cessarily into  service — I  am  responsible  to  him,  on  my  commission.  Bull 
cannot  believe  that  he,  or  that  Congress,  will  deny  to  tlie  men  who  have 
served  under  my  orders,  in  defending  the  frontier  from  massacre,  the  com- 
pensation to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  After  I  was  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  army,  I  ordered  a  strong  force  into  service  in  East  aod 
Middle  Florida  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  That  the  measure  was 
necessary  and  proper,  was  fully  proven  by  the  fact,  that,  subsequent  to  the 
date  of  the  order,  a  number  of  persons,  and,  in  some  instances,  whole  fami- 
lies, were  murdered  by  the  savages.  In  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  October  I 
informed  yon  that  the  troops  of  East  Florida  ordered  into  service  at  that 
time  were  promptly  paid,  without  the  formality  of  sending  tlie  muster-rolU 
to  the  Paymaster  General  before  payment,  while  those  in  Middle  Florida 
^re  still  unpaid.  That  letter  was  referred  by  you  to  the  Paymaster  General; 
and  in  his  report  on  it,  dated  the  28th  of  December,  1837,  he  says :  "  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  any  troops  serving  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances 
that  have  been  paid,  except  those  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  the 
act  of  May  28th,  183G."  It  was  certainly  not  very  courteous,  when  I  had 
stated  the  fact,  for  the  Paymaster  General,  after  quoting  my  langiia^  ia 
his  report,  to  say  he  had  no  knowledgfe  of  such  trcase ;  for,  if  he  did  not 
know  it  before,  my  letter  must  have  informed  him  ;  and  if  he  was  not  satis- 
fied with  its  accuracy,  he  had  the  means  of  applying  an  unerring  test— the 
muster-rolls  on  which  the  East  Florida  troops  were  paid.  One  moment's 
reflection,  sir,  would  have  convinced  both  you  and  the  Paymaster  General 
that  the  troops  ordered  into  service  by  me  during  the  last  winter  could  not 
have  been  paid  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May.  1S36, 
for  the  very  reason  stated  by  the  Paymaster  General  when  speaking  of  the 
payment  of  the4roops  in  Middle  and  West  Florida,  because  the  provisions 
of  that  act  were  retrospective.  But,  sir,  they  were  paid  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  the  19th  of  March,  1836.  which  are  just  as  appHcable  to 
the  troops  of  Middle  and  West  Florida  as  to  those  of  the  East.  That  act  is 
both  prospective  and  retrospective.  It  embraces  in  its  prospective  operation 
all  volunteer  or  miliiia  corps  which  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  since  its  passage,  no  matter  by  whom  ordered  into  service ;  and  is 
confined  in  its  retrospective  operation  (provided  for  in  the  sixth  section)  to 
those  troops  only  which  were  ordered  into  service  by  the  commandiii^ 
general  or  governors  of  States  and  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  under  au- 
thority of  the  War  Department.  I  do  not,  therefore,  perceive  the  propriety 
of  the  remark  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  instant,  in  which  yoa 
say:  «*  The  appropriation  law,  which  provides  the  only  funds  out  of  which 
a  payment  of  this  kind  could  be  made,  restricts  the  application  of  the  monff 
to  such  troops  only  as  have  been  called  out  by  the  commanding  general  is 
Florida^  ox  und^i  vVv^  «.x^\eai&  «M\Vi<c^\\V]  ^^  >Sckt^  President  of  the  Coiled 
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Slates."  And  if  your  construction  of  the  law  be  correct,  why  call  on  Gen- 
-eral  Jesup,  or  any  other  person,  for  a  full  explanation  of  tite  necessity  and 
manner  of  calling  these  troops  into  service?  for,  no  matter  however  dire 
may  have  been  the  necessity,  or  however  punciilious  Uie  formality  with 
which  they  were  raised,  not  having  had  that  <'  express  anikorlty  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,''  the  troops  ordered  into  service  by  me,  sub- 
sequent to  my  being  relieved  in  command  of  the  army,  could  not  be  paid 
without  further  legislation  on  the  subject.  But,  with  due  respect  for  your 
-opinion,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  find  no  such  restriction  in  the  law ;  nor  do 
I  believe  that  Congress,  with  a  true  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  this  Ter- 
ritory for  the  last  two  years,  would  have  incorporated  such  a  provision  ia 
its  enactments.  The  Executive  of  the  Territory,  as  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  militia,  has,  and  from  necessity  must  have,  authority  to  call 
•troops  into  service,  at  his  discretion,  to  defend  the  frontier  settlements  when- 
ever they  are  iu  danger.  This  is  an  authority  which  has  always  been  ex« 
ercised,  and  has  never  been  denied  to  any  Territorial  Governor  of  the 
United  States.     And  I  believe  the  present  is  the  first  and  only  instance  in 

^  which  an  objection  has  been  made  to  paying  troops  thus  ordered  into  ser- 
<vice.    Should  I  now  ^'fail,  after  this  full  explanation,"  as  I  have  hitherto 

/done  in  my  applications  to  you  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  question,  I 
shall  lose  no  time  in  addressincr  myself  to  another  and  a  higher  tribunal ; 

'  and  I  shall  not  cease  in  my  efforts  until  I  have  procured  for  the  volunteers 

'"  and  militia  of  P'lorida  the  compensation  to  which  tliey  are  justly  entitled 

'  for  tlieir  valuable  services. 

'  1  have  at  this  time  near  two  hundred  mea  in  service,  employed  in  pro- 
tecting the  frontier  against  the  Seminoles,  in  pursuing  the  Greek  Indians, 

'  and  in  guarding  the  prisoners  they  have  captured — about  ninety  in  number ; 

'-and  I  have  this'  morning  been  informed  by  express,  that,  during  the  last 
night,  the  Indians,  within  twenty  miles  of  this  place,  attacked  three  dilFercnl; 
families,  each  of  which  lost  some  of  its  members,  with  the  destruction  of 

■  their  houses  and  other  property.     Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 

^-•on  this  subject  about  daylight  this  morning. 

Troops  are  already  on  their  march  in  pursuit  of  the  savages.     They 

'  Jiave  been  promptly  and  hastily  assembled;  I  have  not  waited  to  have  them 

r  «  regularly  mustered  into  service  /"  I  have  not  wailed  to  consult  General 

■:  Jesnp,  at  the  distance  of  three  hundred  miles  ;  but,  acting  on  my  own  ro- 

r-  sponsibility,  1  have  ordered  out  additional  troops  to  protect  the  helpless 
nuroDien  and  children  from  the  midnight  ravages  of  a  savage  enenty.    Al- 

-  though  you  may  hereafter  call  on  General  Jesup  for  a  "/i///  explanation 
•o/"  the  necessity  and  mannef^  of  calling  these  troops  into  service,  I  can* 
Hot,  at  the  present  crisis,  pause  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  observe  that 
formality.  When  helpless  females  and  lisping  infants  are  perishing  in  the 
flames  of  their  own  dwellings,  duly  requires  of  me  prompt  and  decisive 

^notion  ;  and  God  and  my  country  will,  I  trust,  sustain  me  in  the  course  I 

liave  pursued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Hon.  J-  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Tallahassee,  Map  12,  183a 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  year  letter  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  measures  recently  adopted  by 
the  War  Department  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Middle  Florida.  It 
will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  President 
to  furnish  such  militia  force  as  may  be  required  by  the  oflScer  placed  in 
command  of  the  frontier,  for  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants.  This  I 
have  ever  done,  on  the  requisition  of  General  Jesnp ;  and  1  should  do 
injustice  to  that  valuable  officer  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  the  zealous 
efforts  he  has  at  all  times  made  (with  the  means  he  possessed)  to  defend  oar 
citizens  from  the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  At  my  request,  he  recently  ordered 
to  St.  Mark's  six  companies  of  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry,  which  are 
now  on  duty  in  Middle  Florida.  This  force  is  principally  employed 
against  the  Creek  Indians,  who,  after  having  surrendered  and  agreed  apoa 
a  day  for  their  embarcation  for  the  west,  suddenly  abandoned  their  camp 
at  night,  and  fled  precipitately,  leaving  most  of  their  bag^ag^e  behinil  them. 
They  were  nominally  in  charge  of  a  guard  of  ten  men,  which  was  all  the 
force  I  had  to  control  them.  About  thirty  of  the  women  and  children  still 
remain  in  camp,  and  appear  to  be  perfectly  satisfied.  They  inform  roe 
that  the  others  were  induced  to  fly,  from  an  apprehension  created  by  some 
designing  white  men  that  it  was  my  intention  to  destroy  the  men  and 
confine  the  women  in  chains.  The  chief,  at  his  departure,  avowed  bit 
determination  to  make  his  way  to  the  Seminoles ;  and  they  retreated  in 
that  direction.  But  the  necessary  preparations  have  been  made  to  intercept 
them,  and  I  entertain  hopes  that  they  may  be  captured  or  destroyed. 
Their  flight  created  great  apprehension  among  the  neighboring  inhabitants^ 
and  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  out  a  portion  of  the  militia  far 
their  protection.  They  were  all  discharged,  however,  in  a  few  days,  with 
tlie  exception  of  two  detachments,  which  are  still  in  service.  One  of  them 
is  employed  in  guarding  the  pass  in  the  Ocklockney  river,  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  Creeks  to  the  east ;  and  the  other  in  guarding  the  prisoners, 
and  in  preventing  an  intercourse  between  the  Creeks  and  the  Apalachicola 
Indians,  some  of  whom  fled  with  the  Creeks.  They  are  without  an  agent, 
and,  finding  them  greatly  excited,  I  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  receive  a 
few  of  the  warriors  into  service,  with  a  small  detachment  of  while  meO| 
whom  I  placed  there  to  give  confidence  to  the  timid  and  restrain  the 
vicious.  I  adopted  this  course  after  a  personal  examination  of  the  situation 
of  these  Indians,  and  from  a  conviction  of  its  necessity;  there  being  no  ofScer 
or  troops  of  the  Government  near  enough,  to  produce  any  effect  in  that 
quarter.     I  hope  the  measure  will  be  approved  by  the  department 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Captain  S.  Cooper, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


TALLAHASSKBy  Aftfjf  20, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  herewith,  copies  of  letters  which 
I  have  just  received  from  many  highly  respectable  citizens  of  West  Florida, 
informing  me  of  the  re-appearance  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter.  WbdlMT 
they  are  a  part  of  those  who  lately  escaped  from  the  Apalaebicda  i 
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whether  it  is  a  different  parrjr,  which  has  more  recentl7  arrived  from  Ala- 
bama, I  am  unable  to  decide.  But  I  am  disposed  to  beheve  they  are  of  the 
latter,  as  the  former  were  traced,  in  the  opposite  direction,  as  far  east  as  the 
Ocklockney  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  it  is  believed  thoy  still  are. 
You  will  perceive,  from  the  enclosed  documents,  that  the  appr'arance  of  nii 
enemy  in  that  sparsely-populated  district  has  given  rise  to  much  excitement 
among  the  people,  and  that  they,  as  it  is  natural  they  should  do,  have  called 
on  the  Executive  for  protection.  The  laws  of  the  Territory,  in  such  cases, 
have  made  it  my  duly  to  order  out  the  niiliiia  for  their  defence.  This  duty 
I  have  hitherto  performed  whenever  the  occasion  has  required  it :  and, 
notwithslanding  the  embarrassment  which  has  resulted  to  me  and  the  troops 
I  have  employed,  by  the  delay  of  the  Government  in  payinir  them  for  ser- 
vices rendered  under  my  orders,  I  should  not  now  hesitate  in  pursuing  the 
45ame  course,  if  I  had  the  means  of  supplying  them  with  forago  and  provis- 
ions. But  this  I  find  impossible.  That  section  of  country  which  is  threat- 
ened with  danger  was,  during  the  last  summer,  overrun  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians. The  inhabitants  were  unable  to  cultivate  their  plantations,  and  the 
country  is;  in  consequence,  destitute  of  supplies.  1  should  call  on  the  as- 
sistant quartermaster  of  the  United  States  army  at  this  place  to  furnish  the 
necessary  articles,  as  he  has  done  heretofore  on  all  similar  occasions  for  the 
last  eighteen  months;  but  he  has  recently  informed  me  he  declines  furnish- 
ing any  thing  on  my  requisition  for  the  Territorial  troops  not  regularly 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  occasion  alluded  to, 
I  tendered  the  command  of  the  troops  I  had  raised  to  Major  Dearborn,  the 
senior  officer  of  the  United  States  army  in  Middle  Florida.  He  declined 
accepting  of  them,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  1  then 
requested  him  to  order  the  assistant  quartermaster  to  furnish  thetn  with  the 
necessary  supplies.  This  he  also  declined  doing,  for  the  same  reason ;  and 
I  have  been  compelled  to  purchase  supplies  for  these  troops  on  my  own 
•credit  and  that  of  the  Territory,  while  there  is  a  United  States  quartermas- 
ter and  a  public  depot  of  stores  within  twenty  miles  of  the  place  where  they 
are  r^uired.  1  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  payment  or  non  payment  for  these 
•mpplies  by  the  Government  may  hereafter  be  made  a  grand  question  ;  but, 
80  long  as  my  private  fortune  will  enable  me  to  save  a  single  family  frorix 
destruction,  it  shall  be  freely  expended.  This,  however,  is  too  limited  to 
be  of  much  avail ;  and,  in  the  case  in  which  I  am  now  called  on  for  pro- 
lection,  when  the  whole  resources  of  the  country  have  been  exhausted,  I 
regret  that  I  can  do  no  more  than  report  the  circumstances  to  the  proper 
•department  of  the  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Captain  Samuel  Cooper, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


4}opi€a  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  Governor  Cull  of  the 
20/A  May,  1838,  addressed  to  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  A  statement  was  made  to  us,  the  settlers  of  Holmes  Valley  and  the 
adjoining  settlements  at  the  Choctawhatchee  river,  by  one  of  our  neigh- 
|>orS|  named  S.  A.  Posey,  that  when  he  was  working  in  the  field  at  Colonel 
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Bryan's  ferry,  on  the  Choclawhatchee,  on  the  14tl)  of  May,  as  he  happened 
to  go  down  to  the  ferry  flat  to  drink,  he  saw,  when  he  rose  from  the 
water,  on  the  opposite  side,  a  canoe  coming  out  of  a  cut-otT  that  leads  froo 
the  Choctaw hatchee  river  into  a  stagnant  water  called  tiie  Dead  rifer. 
Said  canoe  was  otccupied  by  three  Indians,  two  of  whom  were  just  drop- 
ping down  on  their  knees  to  take  aim  at  him.  Seeing  this,  he  jumped  out 
of  the  flat  and  into  a  ditch  ;  in  the  same  moment,  two  of  the  savages  fired 
at  him,  and,  perhaps,  but  the  tottering  of  the  canoe  saved  his  hfe.  Both 
pissed  him,  but  one  of  them  shot  a  rifle-ball  through  his  hat,  and  through  a 
silk  handkerchief,  which  happened  to  be  in  it.  His  position  in  the  ditch, 
and  the  advancing  of  the  canoe,  gave  him  now  a  fair  chance  to  use  his 
rifle.  He  fired,  and  saw  one  of  the  savages  drop  down  in  the  canoe ;  and, 
as  he  did  not  see  him  rise  any  more,  he  thinks  him  to  be  killed.  The 
third  Indian  tried  to  shoot  him,  but  his  gun  continued  snapping.  Mean- 
while he  had  loaded  his  gun  again,  and  shot  at  the  second  Indian ;  but  he 
is  not  sure  whether  he  hit  him  or  not.  During  this  lime  the  savages  wen 
going  back  to  the  cut*ofi'as  fast  as  they  could ;  but  before  they  were  out  ot 
sight,  he  sent  another  rifle  ball  after  them,  and  he  tliinks  that  he  hit  the 
hindermost  of  them  in  his  shoulders.  He  states  further,  that  alter  they  had 
fired  at  him,  they  shouted  immediately  in  tltat  horrible  manner  which  h 
so  well  known  as  a  sign  of  their  hostility  ;  and,  after  that,  all  the  halloing 
he  heard  was  at  the  time  the  first  gun  fired  again,  which  was  answered  b; 
two  volleys  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

As  we  know  the  said  Posey  to  be  an  industrious  man,  whose  fortune 
depends  on  the  crop  he  is  trying  to  make  in  said  field  for  the  support  oi 
his  family;  and  after  scrupulously  examining  all  the  circumsunces ;  ani 
finally,  after  the  certifying  of  this  statement  by  his  oath,  we  cannot  b^i 
believe  it  to  be  true.  Moreover,  six  Indians  have  been  seen  a  week  ago 
below  tlie  Cow-ford,  and,  for  the  last  two  or  tliree  weeks,  the  gun-firing  ol 
the  Indians  is  heard  almost  every  day  by  many  of  our  neighbors.  Aflar 
all  this,  we  cannot  but  believe — nay,  but  to  be  finally  convinced — that  the 
Indians  are  close  to  our  setdements,  and  that  they  have  commenced  opa 
hostility  without  any  provocation  from  our  side.  Thus  we  see  oarhM 
and  property  again  at  jeopardy,  and  are  urged  by  necessity  to  claim  ml 
ask  tor  that  protection  which  the  General  Government  promises  to  all  ii 
citizens,  and  which  you,  General,  in  the  special  government  of  this  Terri- 
tory, have  so  readily  and  willingly  bestowed  whenever  it  was  caHolior* 
You  well  know,  sir,  that  neither  cowardice  nor  pusillanimity  cao  fas  lb 
motive  of  our  request,  as  we  always  were  ready  to  follow  your  call,  as  «i 
in  the  campaign  against  the  Seminole  nation  as  in  that  of  our  own  frootien 
against  the  hostile  Creeks  last  year.  But  we  are  in  imminent  danger  of 
losing  our  crops  again  ;  for  if  we  have  to  go  a-scoiUing  every  day,  wfaidi 
is  necessary  to  protect  the  lives  of  our  wives  and  children,  who  wilt  work 
in  the  field  and  make  the  crops  ?  if  we  are  compelled  to  leave  the  setll^ 
ments,  who  will  give  us  support  for  this  and  the  next  year?  for  you  knov 
yourself,  sir,  that  none  of  us  made  a  sufficient  crop  last  year,  except  a  fcf 
individuals  who  had  hands  to  work  for  them.  With  great  anxietf,  hit 
assurance  of  your  known  magnanimity,  we  look  for  immediate  bolp. 

Signed  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1838,  by  the  settlers  of  Holmes  Valkf 
and  adjoining  settlements. 
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Names  of  the  seiiUrs. 

J.  B.  Lasscller  W.  Tabor 

Matthew  Spikes  John  Regiter 

Brenley  Lassetter  Silvester  fi.  Cotes 

John  Miller  Lewis  H.  Miller 

Henry  F.  Boit  A.  W.  Miller 

Jesse  0.  Smith  John  W.  V.  Long 

John  W.  Crook  H.  A.  Bright 

James  Wise  James  Bright 

Washington  Wood  Levi  F.  Miller 

W.  H.  Carpenter  Daniel  Williams. 

General  Call, 

Qovernor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Territory  op  Florida,  ? 
Washington  county^       )  ^*' 

,         Personally  came  before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
.     gaid  county,  S.  A.  Posey,  who  made  oath  that  the  contents  of  the  precediiur 

Crt  of  the  within  article  is  just  and  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  ana 
lief. 
,  LEVI  F.  MILLER,  J.  P. 

his      • 
^  S.  H.  POSEY,       X 

^  mark. 

t  

\t 

!*  Yallambrosa,  May  14,  1838. 

'  DfiAR  Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  information  that  an  attack  war 

^  .made  this  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  by  the  Indians,  on  a  man  by  the 

*  name  of  Poaey,  at  Bryan's  ferry,  on  the  Choctawhatchee  river,  about  five 
^  miloi  from  this  place.    This  man  had  gone  to  the  river  to  get  water ;  he 

*  diaeoTered  three  Indians  in  a  canoe ;  he  ran,  on  dibcovering  them ;  they 
fifed  two  guns  at  him ;  ono  ball  passed  through  his  hat,  just  missing[  h» 
bead ;  he  ^ot  into  a  gulley  in  the  bank,  and  returned  their  fire,  and  thmte 
he  either  killed  or  wounded  two  of  them ;  he  then  made  his  escape  to  give 
Ihe  alorm.    I  expect  that  the  Indians  have  all  returned  to  this  place,    t 

^    have  also  beard  that  six  Indians  were  seen  last  week  at  the  mouth  of  the 


river.    I  was  lately  informed  that  the  Seminole  war  was  brought  nearly 
fo  a  close.    If  so,  would  not  the  Secretary  of  War  be  induced  to  send  a 
regiment  to  West  Florida  for  our  protection  ?  If  something  is  not  shortly 
done,  we  shall  all  be  obliged  to  abandon  this  section  of  Florida. 
With  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BRIGHT. 
Hie  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  Esq. 

N.  B. — My  informant,  Jesse  B.  Lassetter,  has  no  doubt  of  the  correctnese 
of  the  above  report,  as  he  heard  the  guns,  and  saw  the  man  in  half  an  hour 
after  il  happened.  J.  B. 
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Washington,  Ocloberi^li 

Sir:  I  was  pleased  to  learn,  from  the  conversation  I  had  the  ho 
holdino^  with  you  this  morning,  that  you  had  already  anticipated  the 
silion  f  then  offered  for  re-esUihlishing  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  whc 
been  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Indians.  There  is  every  di^tp 
on  the  part  of  that  portion  of  our  people  to  rctnrn  to  the  cultivation 
fields,  from  which  they  have  been  so  long  banished,  and  to  contribute 
tlun^  in  their  power  in  aid  both  of  the  offensive  and  defensive  measi 
the  Government  against  the  conunon  enemy.  During  the  preseul 
many  of  them,  at  the  hazard  of  tiieir  lives,  and  all  they  had  leftirt 
ravages  of  the  enenfiy,  returned  to  their  former  places  of  rcsidenc 
planted  their  croj)s ;  but,  after  they  were  more  than  lialf  made,  the] 
compelled  to  retire  before  the  enemy,  and  abandon  the  fruits  of  their 
This,  however,  would  not  have  occurred  under  a  proper  military  or^ 
tion,  which  would  have  given  muluiil  aid  and  protection  to  each  i 
The  quantity  of  land  prepared  for  cultivation  ou  tlie  frontier,  partic 
in  the  counties  of  Columliia  and  Alachua,  includinsr  the  plantations 
iarge  proprietors,  which  have  been  abandoned,  (nnd  will  not.  probal 
Te-occupied  and  cultivated  by  slaves  during  the  continuance  of  the  Vk 
sufficient  to  nfford  employment  and  support  for  a  number  of  men,  nc 
adequate  (or  their  own  defence,  but  to  ihe  protection  of  the  froniiei 
occupying  this  section  of  the  country,  the  IndKins  would  be  driven 
niffro  narrow  limits,  and  would  be  greatly  discouraged  by  seein;j  that 
they  have  conquered  restored  to  the  possession  of  the  white  man.  Ai 
advantage  which  would  result  to  the  Government  from  pursuing  thi: 
sure,  would  Ije  the  quantity  of  strain  which  would  be  rsiiscd  in  ihisco 
conveni»jnt  to  the  se:it  of  war,  In  the  event  of  another  campaign,  ar 
subsistence  which  would  be  thus  furnished  for  an  increased  emigniti( 
rins:  another  year.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  plan  into  exec 
I  propose  that  General  Hernandez,  or  such  other  officer  of  the  Florid: 
fia  as  may  be  designated  for  that  service,  be  authorized,  under  the 
and  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  to  receive  into  the  service 
United  States,  for  twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  such  able  I 
men  (not  to  exceed  a  brigade)  in  East  Florida,  as  may  enrol  theoi 
incltiding  the  present  frontier  settlers,  and  such  as  have  been  drivei 
their  homes,  or  others  who  are  willine:  to  locate  themselves  on  the  i 
defence.  Thus  the  owners  of  plantations,  if  they  think  proper  to  n 
py  them,  shall  be  reinstated  in  possession  ;  and  those  who  have  uoiM 
ue  located  on  any  waste  or  unappropriated  land  which  may  be  prepsi 
cultivation.  That  the  whole  force,  thus  organized,  shall  be  muslefe 
the  service  o(  the  United  States ;  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay,Fi 
and  forage,  usually  allowed  to  officers  and  men  in  the.servioe  of  the 
ernment ;  and  shall  constitute  a  defence  for  the  frontier  from  the  Atlai 
the  Suwanee  river,  and  as  far  south  as  the  Withlacoochie  and  Nev 
on  the  seaboard.  That  all  the  said  force  which  can  nt  auy  time  be  i 
from  military  operations,  within  the  limits  here  prescribed,  shall  b 
constantly  engaged  in  cultivating  corn,  and  other  articles  of  suUii 
That,  wiiile  engaged  in  this  service,  they  shall  be  divided  iolocoaif 
or  such  detachments  as  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  secority  sgHi 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  shall  rendezvous  and  encamp  at  soch  ; 
along  the  line  of  frontier  as  may  be  designated  by  the  eommandii^ 
et%\)  ox  \bA  VocLVCttdiAJiA  coauuanding  officer,  whenever  it  miy  be  deesr 
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safe  for  thom  to  remain  at  their  homes.  That  the  labor  of  cnhivation,  and 
the  duties  of  the  field,  shall  be  distributed  as  nearly  as  possible  equally 
among  the  diiftiront  individuals,  and  each  shall  hav^e,  as  fur  as  possible,  the 
benefit  ol  his  own  labor ;  but  that  tliey  shall,  at  all  times,  whether  engaged  in 
military  service  or  in  cultivation,  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  superior  in 
office,  and  be  s^overned  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  Such  a  force  as 
this,  organized  on  the  plan  proposed,  would  soon  restore  the  population 
which  has  been  driven  from  the  country,  and  would  form  a  powerful  aux- 
iliary to  the  army  employed  in  prosecuting  the  war. 

For  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Middle  Florida,  extending  from  the 
Suwanee  river  to  the  Ocklockney,  1  propose  the  organization  of  a  ba'talioa 
on  the  same  principle,  to  consist  of  four  hundred  mountpd  men,  under  the 
command  of  a  field  ollicer ;  this  force  would  be  sufficient,  and  should  be  re- 
quired, to  drive  out  and  to  keep  the  Indians  entirely  beyond  the  Suwanee. 
This  section  of  country  being  loo  remote  from  the  scene  of  active  operations 
to  enable  the  commanding  general  to  give  it  the  attention  and  protection 
which  it  has  and  must  require  so  long  as  hostilities  continue,  1  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  continuing  an  oflicer  of  rank  of  the 
United  Stales  army  in  command  of  that  frontier,  with  authority  to  receive 
into  service,  from  time  to  lime,  such  force  as  he  may  deem  necessary  (or 
defensive  operations.  If  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green,  of  the  6th  itifantry, 
jcould  l)e  continued  on  that  duty,  consistently  with  the  interest  of  the  ser- 
vice, he  would  not  only  be  very  efficient,  but  would  giye  general  satisfac- 
tion and  confidence. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett. 


Tallahassee,  January  19,  1839. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2l8t  ultimo,  and,  agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  authorized  Captain 
Peyton,  of  the  (Quartermaster's  Department,  to  take  possession  of  the  public 
bnildings  at  St.  Mark's. 

Very' respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K,  CALL. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  March  26,  1939. 

f       Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 

^  1st  instatit,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  to  General  Taylor,  requesting  him  to 

^\  anthorize  me  "to  call  into  service  a  militia  force,  of  not  exceeding  ihrep 

■  >■  hnndn  d  men,  in  cases  of  emergency."     You  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that 

r:!*  1  shall  carefully  avoid  the  least  abuse  of  the  authority  you  have  conferrcfl 

:::3^  on  me,  and  that  I  shall  in  no  case  call  troops  into  service  when  it  shall  not, 

^'  in  my  opinion,  be  necessary  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  outrages  and 

4  murders  which  hai'e  so  frequently  been  committed  on  the  dafenceless  in- 

sT  habitants  of  the  frontier.    The  recent  occurrences  in  thi3  ncighborhooc' 
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must  convince  you  of  the  necessity  of  my  being  invested  with  the  power 
you  have  conferred  on  me. 

I  enclose  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  General 
Taylor  and  the  officers  of  the  local  militia,  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of 
the  frontier,  accompanied  by  a  special  message  to  the  I-i^islative  (*ouncil, 
communicated  five  days  before  the  commencement  of  the  late  depredations 
in  the  vicinity. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  invite  your  particular  attention  to  thoe 
documents;  they  will  give  you  a  faithful  account  of  the  situation  of  thii 
Territory.  I  am  well  satisfied,  sir,  of  your  disposition  to  do  every  thing  in 
your  power  for  the  defence  of  the  people  of  Florida,  and  I  deem  it  necessary 
that  you  should  be  correctly  informed  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IL  K.  CALL 

Hon.  J.  R.  POINSBTT, 

Secretary  of  War. 


EXECUTIVB    OfFICR, 

Tallahassee,  February  1,  1S39. 

Sir:  T  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  so  far  as  it  has  not  already  been  published,  and  a  copy  of  nqr 
correspondence  with  General  Taylor,  in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  passed  on  the  21st  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  K.  CALL, 

Governor  of  Florida, 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


Department  op  War,  April25,  IS3S, 

Sir  :  Within  the  last  two  or  three  months  the  department  has  setenl 
times  received  intelligence  of  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians  k 
Middle  Florida,  and  has  called  the  attention  of  General  Jesup  to  them,  aol 

given  particular  directions  for  the  defence  of  that  portion  of  the  Territory, 
ecent  information  of  further  depredations  renders  it  necessary  that  son 
further  steps  should  be  taken ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
commanding  officer  in  Florida  has  this  day  been  written  to,  and  directed  lo 
send  an  officer  of  rank  and  intelligence  to  that  section,  with  such  part  of 
the  regular  force  as  can  be  spared,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  repetitioo 
of  those  depredations,  and,  if  possible,  to  capture  or  destroy  the  lawless  mi- 
rauders  who  commit  them.  The  regular  force  that  this  officer  may  be  able 
to  take  with  him  may  not  be  sufficient  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objeeti 
in  view,  and  it  may  therefore  be  necessary  for  him  to  apply  to  your  excel- 
lency for  a  portion  of  the  militia  to  aid  him.  In  this  event,  I  am  instructed 
by  the  President  to  request  that  you  will  place  at  his  disposal  such  m 
amount  of  force  of  this  description  as  he  may  require,  to  serve  three  moolki 
unless  sooner  discharged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER,  Acting  Skicreiary  of  Wm. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Chvernar  of  Florida. 
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Tallahassee.  May  12,  1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26th  ult.,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  measures  recently  adopted  by  the 
War  Department  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Middle  F^lorida.  It  will 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  President  to 
famish  such  militia  force  as  may  be  required  by  the  officer  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  frontier  for  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants.  This  I  have  ever 
done  on  the  requisition  of  General  Jesup,  and  I  should  do  injustice  to  that 
valuable  officer  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  the  zealous  efforts  he  has  at  all 
tinoes  made,  with  the  means  he  possess^,  to  defend  our  citizens  from  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy.  At  my  request,  he  recently  ordered  to  St.  Mark's  six 
companies  of  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry,  which  are  now  on  duty  in  Mid- 
dle Florida.  This  force  is  now  principally  employed  against  the  Creek  In- 
dians,  who,  afler  having  surrendered  and  agreed  on  a  day  for  their  embar- 
cation  for  the  west^  suddenly  abandoned  their  camp  at  night,  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately, leaving  most  of  their  baggage  behind  them.  They  were  nomi- 
nally in  charge  of  a  guard  often  men,  which  was  all  the  force  I  had  to  con- 
trol them.  About  thirty  of  the  women  and  children  still  remain  in  camp, 
and  appear  to  be  perfectly  satisfied.  They  inform  me  that  the  others  were 
induced  to  fly,  from  an  apprehension  created  by  some  designing  white  men 
that  it  was  my  intention  to  destroy  the  men  and  confine  the  women  in 
chains.  The  chief,  at  his  departure,  avowed  his  determination  to  make  his 
way  to  the  Seminoles,  and  they  retreated  in  that  direction.  But  the  neces- 
sary preparations  have  been  made  to  intercept  them,  and  I  entertain  hopes 
that  they  may  be  captured  or  destroyed.  Their  flight  created  great  appre- 
hension among  the  neighboring  inhabitants;  and  1  was  under  the  necessity 
of  ordering  out  a  portion  of  the  militia  for  their  protection.  They  were  all 
discharged,  however,  in  a  few  days,  with  the  exception  of  two  detachments, 
which  are  still  in  service.  One  of  them  is  employed  in  guarding  a  pass  on 
the  Ocklockney  river,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Creeks  to  the  east ;  and 
the  other  in  guarding  the  prisoners,  and  in  preventing  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Creeks  and  the  Apalachicola  Indians,  some  of  whom  fled  with  the 
Creeks.  They  are  without  an  agent,  and,  finding  them  greatly  excited,  I 
deemed  it  most  prudent  to  receive  a  few  of  their  warriors  into  service,  with 
a  small  detachment  of  white  men,  whom  I  placed  there  to  give  confidence 
to  the  timid  and  restrain  the  vicious.  I  adopted  this  course  afler  a  personal 
examination  of  the  situation  of  these  Indians,  and  from  a  conviction  of  its 
necessity;  there  beinor  no  officer  or  troops  of  the  Government  near  enough 
to  produce  any  effect  m  that  quarter.  I  hope  the  measure  will  be  approved 
by  the  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Captain  S.  Cooper, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  War,  May  20,  1838. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rexjeipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  expressing  your  readiness  to  comply  with  the  requisitiou 
made  upon  you,  by  direction  of  the  President,  for  such  militia  force  ag  tte 
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officer  charged  with  the  defence  of  Middle  Florida  may  find  it  necf^-saiy  > 
call  for  ;  advising  of  the  flight  of  the  Creek  Indians  assenihled  lor  tiuijii  • 
tion  10  the  west;  of  the  consequent  alarm  of  the  citizens,  and  ot  the  luejij 
ures  yon  have  tnken  for  their  protection,  consisting  of  the  employujent  ot  a 
portion  of  the  mihiia  and  of  the  Apalachicola  Indians.    These  meusnres  ycu 
express  a  wish  may  be  approved  by  the  department,  under  the  impressii>n. 
it  is  presumed,  that  such  approval  will  legally  entitle  the  troops  so  erapioyd 
to  compensation  from  the  United  Slates. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  employment  of  militia  and  volunteers  prohibit 
the  payment  of  any  by  the  Government,  except  those  regularly  mustered 
into,  or  out  of,  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  directioiui  fiora  the 
President,  the  Secretaryof  War,  or  a  general  officer  of  the  regular  army;  so 
that  the  formal  approval  by  the  department  of  the  measures  ailnded  to  would 
not  effect  the  object  for  which  it  is  inferred  you  desire  it.  The  only  way, 
therefore,  in  which  the  department  could  legally  bind  itself  for  the  paynk-bt 
of  the  troops  in  question  would  be,  to  have  mustered  into  the  service  tho^e 
still  employed,  and  to  have  mustered  out  tliose  who  have  been  dismissed  if 
they  would  assemble  for  that  purpose ;  and  General  Taylor,  who  has  full 
power,  under  his  instructions,  to  employ  such  an  amount  of  force,  aitdta 
make  all  other  arrangements  necessary  for  the  defence  of  FKirida,  will  be 
written  to,  and  authorized  to  adopt  the  above  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  A/ay  20,  183S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  herewith,  copies  of  letters  which  I 
have  just  received  from  many  highly  respectable  citizens  of  West  Florida, 
inibrming  me  of  the  reappearance  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter.  Wbetl^ 
they  are  a  part  of  those  who  lately  escaped  from  Apalachicola  river,  or 
whether  it  is  a  different  party  which  has  more  recently  arrived  from  Ala- 
bama, I  am  imable  to  decide.  But  I  am  disposed  to  believe  they  are  of  the 
latter,  as  the  former  were  trailed,  in  the  opposite  direction,  as  far  east  >i 
the  Ocklockney  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of  wiiich,  it  is  believed,  the; 
still  are. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  enclosed  documents,  that  the  appearance  ot 
an  enemy  in  that  sparsely  populated  district  has  ^iven  rise  to  much  eiciia- 
ment  among  theTpeople,  and  that  they,  as  it  is  natural  they  should  do,  haw 
called  upon  the  Executive  for  protection.     The  laws  of  the  Territory,  ic 
such  cases,  have  made  it  my  duty  to  order  out  the  militia  for  their  deteiice. 
This  duty  I  have  hitherto  performed  whenever  the  occasion  has  required  it 
And,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassment  which  has  resulted  to  me  and  the 
troops  I  have  erDployed,  by  the  delay  of  the  Government  in   paying  ll)« 
for  services  rendertd  under  my  orders,  I  should  not  now  hesitate  in  piirsfl- 
ing  the  same  course,  if  I  had  tfie  means  of  supplying  them  with  forage  and 
provision  ;  but  this  I  find  impossible.     That  section  of  country  wliirhu 
threatened  with  danger  was,  during  the  last  summer,  overruo  by  the  CnA 
Indians,    'ihe  inhabitants  were  unable  to  cultivate  their  iilantatioBS,  tf^ 
the  country  is  in  c  josequence  destitute  of  supplies.    I  ahoaUl  eall  co  the  as- 
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sistant  qiinrtermaster  of  the  United  StJites  army  at  (his  place  to  furnish  the 
necessary  articles,  as  he  has  done  lieretotore  on  all  similar  occasions  tor  the 
Inst  eijrhieen  nnonths,  but  he  fias  recently  informed  me  that  he  declines  fur- 
nishintjf  any  thini:  on  my  requisition  for  the  Tifrritorial  troops  not  re^ilarly 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  I  tendered  the  command  of  the  troops  I  had  raised  to  Major  Dearborn, 
the  seniorotficer  of  the  United  States  army  in  Middle  Florida.  He  declined 
acceptinor  ot  ihem,  on  the  p^roiind  that  he  had  no  authority  so  to  do.  1  then 
requested  him  to  ojder  the  assistant  quartermaster  to  furnish  them  with  the 
necessary  supplies.  Tliis  he  also  declines  doimr,  for  the  same  reason  ;  and  I 
have  been  compelled  to  purchase  supplies  for  these  troops  on  my  own  credit 
and  that  of  the  Territory,  while  there  is  a  United  States  quartermaster  and 
a  piiblic  depot  of  stores  within  twenty  miles  of  the  place  where  they  are  re- 
quired. I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  payment  or  non-payment  for  these  sup- 
plies, by  the  Government,  may  liereafter  he  made  a  grave  question  ;  but,  so 
long  as  my  private  fortune  will  enable  me  to  save  a  single  family  from  de- 
struction, it  shall  he  freely  expiMided.  This,  however,  is  too  limited  to  be 
of  much  avail ;  and  in  the  case  in  which  I  am  now  called  on  for  protection, 
when  the  whole  resources  of  the  coimtry  have  been  exhausted,  I  regret 
that  1  Ci\n  do  no  more  than  report  the  circumstances  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  the  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resp<*ct fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Captain  Samuel  Cooper, 

Acting  iSficretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  June  2,  1S38. 

Sir  :  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20lh  ultimo,  and 
its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  the  appearance  of  Indians  in  West  Florida ; 
of  the  fears  of  the  inhahnanis  of  depredations  from  them ;  and  of  their  desire 
io  l»e  protected  by  a  military  force. 

From  your  letter,  it  appears  that  your  excellency  is  still  imder  a  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  power  of  the  department  to  make  provision  for  the 
subsistence  and  payment  of  militia  called  out  by  you  for  the  defence  of 
Florida.  This  is  not  a  matter  in  which  the  department  can  exercise  its 
discretion,  it  beiu^;  limited  to  makin<c  provision  (or  the  maintenance  of  those 
troops  only  which  are  regularly  mustered  into  the  service,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  those  so  mustered  into  or  out  of  the  service,  under  directions  from 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  a  general  officer  of  the  Ignited  States 
army.  It  is  still  further  restricted  by  the  means  to  provide  for  but  a  very 
liriiited  force,  as  it  is  with  the  greaiast  difficulty  that  appropriaiiims  can  be 
oblahicd  of  Congrress  for  even  the  smallest  possible  amount  of  force  neces- 
sary for  the  execution  of  its  duly  of  protecting  the  inhabitants  ot  Florida 
and  elsewhere.  Hence  the  necessity  of  vesting  the  calling  out  of  troops, 
and  takinxr  other  measures  involving  expense  for  the  defence  of  Florida, 
only  in  the  jreneral  in  command  there.  Am[)le  authority  has  lH»en  given 
to  General  'I'aylor  to  take  every  measure  in  his  f)ower  to  ationl  protection 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  'I'erritory,  as  you  liav(5  already  been  advised;  and 
it  would  save  time  jmd  risk  if,  in  all  exigencies  of  the  kind  presented  in 
your  letter,  you  would  apply  to  hiiu  for  the  necessary  force,  when  he  could 
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either  r^ularly  raise  additional  force,  so  that  it  could  be  maintained  nod 
paid  without  diiticulty  by  the  United  States,  or  move  to  the  point  where  u 
is  required  a  portion  of  (hat  already  in  service ;  and  thus  save  the  hearv 
expense  of  employing  new  troops. 

Immediaiely  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  yesterday.  General  Taylor  wai 
advised  of  the  grounds  for  apprehending  disturbances  in  West  Florida;  ani 
he  will,  without  doubt,  take  such  measures  in  reference  thereto  as  the  cir- 
cumstances may  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  oj  Florida. 


HEADaUARTERS,  ArMT  OF  PlORIDA, 

Camp  Walker,  (35  tnUes  S,  E.  of  Tampa,)  May  18, 1S3S. 

Sir:  The  command  of  the  regular  troops  and  the  militia  properly  Inn^ 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  Florida,  bavin;?  this  moroeit 
been  turned  over  to  me  by  Major  General  Jesup,  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions from  general  headquarters  of  the  army,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  management  of  the  war  against  the  Seminoles  and  other  Indiaoi 
in  this  Territory  having  devolved  on  me,  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duly  to  com- 
.municate  with  you  in  relation  to  the  same,  and  hope  to  receive  your  co-oper- 
atidnj  and  all  the  information  you  may  be  able  to  give,  me,  which  mayio 
any  way  tend  to  its  successful  and  speedy  termination. 

I  should  very  much  like,  were  it  in  my  power  to  do  so,  to  have  a  personal 
interview  with  yon,  as  many  subjects  might  be  discussed  and  decided  on, 
in  regard  to  carrying  on  said  war,  which  cannot  be  so  well  done  by  letter; 
and  would  visit  Tallahassee  for  that  purpose,  did  my  engagemeats  aod 
health,  which  is  not  very  good  at  this  moment,  permit. 

My  first  object  during  the  sickly  season  will  be  to  afford  protection  to 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  exposed  frontier  inhabitants  of  the  coiintnr, 
and  preserve,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  the  health  of  the  troops  for  active 
operations,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  justify  the  measure  ;  and  I  flatter  my- 
self that  I  shall,  for  the  most  part,  be  able  to  effect  the  first  with  the  regalir 
troops  placed  under  my  orders,  (which  amoinit  to  twenty  six  companies  of 
infantry,  and  four  of  dragoons.)  as  soon  as  they  can  be  placed  in  the  several 
po.sitions  they  should  occupy,  and  tliat  portion  of  the  6th  infantry,  receatlr 
ordered  to  St.  Mark's  to  aid  in  emigrating  some  refiig^ee  Creeks  who  are 
somewhere  in  Middle  Florida,  get  through  with  that  dnty,  which,  I  trust, 
has  or  will  be  very  soon  successfully  accomplished. 

It  appears  to  me  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  hostiles  should  all  be  driien 
to  the  east  and  south  of  St.  Augustine  and  the  road  leadin|2[  from  Taropi 
Bay  to  Fort  King  and  Garey's  Ferry,  and  kept  there  until  they  could  hi 
forced  to  emigrate.  Could  the  first  be  done  (which  there  is  no  doobt  ol)  it 
would  at  once  relieve  the  settlements  of  every  portion  of  Florida  worai 
protecting,  and,  cutting  off  all  intercourse  with  them  by  land  and  wikr, 
would,  in  a  very  short  time,  compel  them  to  leave  the  eonntryy  which  eaa- 
not  be  accomplished  by  coercion,  for  some  time  at  least,  and  then  ataa 
enornious  expense  of  life  (owing  to  the  climate)  as  well  as  of  treasnie;  but 
on  this  subject  I  shall  be  ever  ready  to  change  my  view8|  the  mooieBll 


151  [  278  ] 

am  convinced  that  they  are  erroneous  or  founded  in  error.  I  am  now  here 
engaged  in  collecting  a  portion  of  the  Seminoles  for  emigration,  where  I 
expect  to  be  detained  some  eight  or  ten  days,  when  I  shall  proceed  to  Tampa, 
and  from  then<  e  to  visit  the  several  posts  to  the  north  and  east  of  that 

Elace,  within  the  limits  oi  my  command.  There  are  now  in  my  camp  three 
imdred  and  thirty  Seminoles,  men,  women,  and  children,  and  thirty-five 
negroes ;  among  the  former  are  many  of  their  principal  men.  Should  I 
sncceed  in  getting  them  to  leave  the  country  without  having  to  resort  to 
force,  I  feel  confident  the  greater  portion  of  tliat  tribe  now  out  will  very 
soon  follow  them,  and .  hope  the  most  of  the  Mickusukies,  Tallahassees, 
&c.,  will  ere  long  follow  their  example. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brig.  General  U,  S.  Army^  commanding. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida, 


Tallahassee,  June  26,  193S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
IStli  ultimo.  1  congratulate  you  on  your  succession  to  the  command  of 
the  army  in  Florida,  and  I  assure  you  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to 
co-operate  wuh  you  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  Seminoles, 
and  to  render  you  any  service  in  my  power  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and 
successful  termination.  I  should  be  happy  to  have  a  personal  interview 
with  you,  and  will  endeavor  to  visit  your  headquarters  before  the  opening 
of  the  next  campaign.  Your  plans  for  the  summer  are  such,  generally,  at 
prudence  and  judgment  would  dictate.  The  preservation  of  the  health  of 
the  troops  is  required  by  humanity,  as  well  as  policy,  in  order  to  render 
them  efficient  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  the  fall.  But  I  entertain 
a  belief  that  the  enemy  may  be  greatly  harassed  during  the  summer,  with- 
otiC  much  expense  or  inconvenience  to  the  troops.  It  has  been  reported  to 
me  (but  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  intelligence)  that  the  In* 
dians  are  cultivating  corn  at  the  old  town  on  the  Withlacoochie.  A  de* 
tachment  oi  500  mounted  men,  by  a  prompt  and  energetic  movement, 
could,  in  a  very  few  days,  overrun  all  that  section  of  country,  surprise  tho 
Indians  in  exposed  situations,  and  in  small  parties,  before  they  could  escape 
or  imbody  in  the  swamps  ;  many  of  them  might  be  killed  or  captured,  and 
their  crops,  if  they  have  any,  destroyed.  Such  result  would  produce  on 
them  a  much  more  decided  and  favorable  impression  than  those  arising 
from  the  most  successful  defensive  measures,  and  would  be  in  accordance 
with  that  part  of  your  plan  in  which  you  propose  to  drive  the  enemy  south 
of  St.  Augustine,  and  east  of  the  road  from  Fort  King  to  Tampa  Bay. 
The  people  of  Alachua  and  Columbia  are  very  anxious  for  this  expedition, 
and  I  have  been  ofiered  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  from  these  coun- 
ties  for  the  service.  Should  you  think  favorably  of  it,  you  will  please  ad- 
dress  Colonel  Robert  Brown  and  Lieut.  Colonel  Simon  Beckham,  on  the 
subject,  at  Kewnansviile.  To  save  time  on  this,  as  well  as  on  all  other  oc- 
casions, when  you  may  require  the  aid  of  a  militia  or  volunteer  force,  the 
officers  of  fciast  Florida  will  be  ordered  to  comply  with  your  requisition. on 
Ahem,  without  the  formality  of  applying  to  me,  which,  from  the  distance 
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that  intervenes,  must  l)e  always  attended  with  delay.  The  troops  of  ihai 
section  are  acnuainted  with  the  enemy  and  the  country  ;  they  are  inured  to 
the  climate,  and  willing  to  operate  dnrim;  the  snmnricrr,  and,  1  h<*heve.  may 
render  a  very  important  service.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  the  Indiaiw 
are  generally  tol;o  found  in  the  open  country  ;  they  do  not  expect  an  at- 
tack,  and  may,  therefore,  he  surprised  by  rapid  inovenieiits  and  cut  off. 
By  harassing  and  constantly  annoyingf  them,  they  will  sooner  lieoome  iitpd 
of  the  war,  and  be  contented  to  emio^ratc.  The  horses,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  may  he  subsisted  on  grass  during  an  eypediiion  of  10  or  15  days. 
Five  or  six  hundred  mounted  men  will  be  stronsr  enough  to  go  anywhere, 
and  may  harass  the  enemy  during  the  whole  summer,  and  leave  the  npi- 
lar  force  fresh  for  a  systematic  campaign  in  the  fall.  I  have  thought  p:oper 
to  offrr  these  su^opestions  for  your  considtMation,  pnd  hope  you  will  call  m 
me  for  any  assistance  I  may  be  enabled  to  furnish  you. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

R.   K.  GALL 
General  Z.  Taylor, 

Commanding  army  in  Florida. 


HEADaUARTERS,  ArMY  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

Svwauee  river,  near  the  mouth  of  the  ^nratineetirher^ 

Camp  Gilmer,  Ware  county,  Georgia,  July  14,  lS3i 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  .of  the 
26th  ultimo,  and  thank  you  for  your  congratulations  on  niy  succession  to  the 
command  in  Florida,  whicl),  1  am  fn^e  to  say,  was  neither  asked  for  nor 
desired,  as  there  is  but  liule  to  be  acquired  in  the  way  of  reputation,  whether 
successlul  or  otherwise.  1  have,  however,  entered  on  the  duties  appertain- 
ing to  the  satne  with  zeal,  if  not  with  ability;  and  shall  leave  nothiii?  un- 
done, so  far  as  devotion  and  exertion  go,  to  bring  tlie  war  to  a  speedy  ter- 
mination ;  and.  at  the  same  time,  will  relinquish,  with  more  pleasure,  the 
cotnmand  to  any  one  the  Government  may  ihitik  proper  to  supersede  noe 
than  1  felt  on  assuming  it.  I  also  thank  you  for  the  prompt  manner  yon 
have  ordered  the  militia  of  East  Florida  to  aid  me,  should  I  require  their 
services,  without  a  formal  calling  on  the  Executive,  as  well  as  your  wilhn?- 
ness  to  co-operate  with  me  in  any  other  way  which  may  have  the  eifeclof 
terminating  the  war  in  question.  On  the  subject  of  a  movement  by  the 
militia  of  Alachua  and  Columbia  counties  against  the  Indians,  supposed  to 
be  planting  on  tho  Withlacoochie,  alluded  to  by  you,  I  have  to  state  that 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Harney  was  ordered,  previous  to  the  rectnpt  of  your 
communication,  to  examine  (with  the  dragoons)  that  section  of  country.  It 
is,  therefore,  unnecessary  for  them  to  mako  such  an  expedition.  I  deem  it 
bad  policy  to  order  the  militia  out,  without  the  chances  are  greatly  in  favor 
of  their  effecting  sotnething  against  the  enemy  ;  as  every  failure  serves  not 
only  to  discourage  them,  but  to  embolden  the  latter,  as  well  as  to  bring  into 
disrepute  with  the  country  that  description  of  force;  and  as  there  is  nocer* 
tainty  of  the  hostiles  even  being  in  that  quarter,  1  consider  the  nscertain* 
ing  that  fact  had  better  be  left  to  the  regular  troops.  Notwithstanding  no 
one  entertains  a  higher  opinion  than  I'do  of  the  zeal,  devotion,  and  conr- 
age  of  the  militia  of  Florida,  yet  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  caliugintotlie 
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service  any  poriion  of  those  of  East  Florida,  farther  than  as  guides  and 
spies  ;  for,  were  they  to  perform  the  duties  which  ought  to  be  required  of 
them,  they  must  be  removed  from  their  families,  leaving  them  at  the  mercy 
of  Ifie  hosliles,  besides  interfering  with  ilie  cultivation  of  their  plantations, 
whicli  should  be  encouraged  by  the  Governnjent,  even  should  it  be  neces- 
sary to  do  so  by  granting  a  moderate  bounty  on  every  bushel  of  corn  they 
•     raised,  besides  affording  them  every  possible  protection,  which,  if  it  cannot 

-  be  done  by  the  regular  troops,  should  b<i  done  by  the  militia  taken  from  the 
most  populous  parts  of  the  Territory,  where  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended, 

7    or  from  the  adjoining  States.     But  employing  the  militia  of  East  Florida  to 
¥^    carry  on  the  war,  which  must  be  done  to  the  total  neglect  of  agriculture, 
-«    will  produce  consequences  liitle  sfjort  of  its  being  overrun  by  the  enemy. 
-.        As  the  immense  extent  of  country  over  which  the  few  inhabitants  are 
scattered,  and  the  distances  many  of  them  are  from  water  communication, 

-  where  depots  may  be  made,  the  makinjj  up  of  the  enemy  into  small  parlies, 
;  and  locating  themselves  in  swamps  ( nd  hammocksr,  where  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  reach  them,  and  the  difficulty  of  transportinsr  provisions  alone  to  sus- 
tain the  troops  employed  for  their  protection,  would  almost  justify  the  aban- 
donment of  the  country,  the  speediest  and  most  effectual  way  of  termi- 
nating tliis  war  would  be,  in  my  humble  opinion,  by  encouraging  the 
settlement  ef  the  country  by  every  means 

In  consequence  of  a  number  of  Indians  having  taken  refuge  in  the  Okc* 
^  fenokee  swamp,  I  have  located  one  company  of  dragoons  and  one  of  infantry 
^,  at  this  point,  and  shall  establish  one  conipany  of  infantry  midway  betweea 
^^  this  and  Trader's  hill,  and  one  of  dragoons  on  the  opposite  side  of  this,  in 

the  neighborhood  of  Waresboro'. 
^       This  force,  I  flatter  myself,  in  addition  to  a  company  of  militia  just  orcran- 
*^;  ized  along  the  line  between  Georgia  and  Florida,  near  the  "  Okefenokee,'^ 
,  I  (to  act  as  guides  and  spies.)  will  afford  ample  protection  to  the  exposed  in- 
habitants around  and  near  the  same.     Should  this  not  be  the  case,  such  ad- 
ditional companies  of  militia  as  may  be  necessary  will  be  called  into  service 
from  the  State  of  Georgia.     The  rejjular  iroops  have  not,  nor  will  they  be, 
Jccpt  in  action  during  the  summer,  but  will  be  kept  constantly  employed  it^ 
harassing  and  cutting  up  the  enemy  wherever  he  can  be  reached.     Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Harney  has  just  returned  from  an  expedition  up  the  St. 
John's,  (some  80  or  100  miles  from  Black  creek  :)  he  "reports"  (after  the 
most   minute  examination  of  the  country  in  that  quarter)  that  he  did  not 
cli^cover  the  sign  of  a  single  Indian,  and  is  induced  to  believe  that  they  have 
abandoned  that  portion  of  the  Territory.     Whenever'the  season  arrives  for 
currying  on  systematic  operations  against  the  enemy,  I  expect  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  calling  for  a  small  militia  force  to  aid  me  in  my  operations; 
in  which  event,  I  shall  require  them  mostly  to  serve  on  foot,  as  it  may  be 
Tiecessjiry  to  use  the  axe  full  as  much  as  the  rifle  or  musket,  as  it  may  be 
fonnd  necessary  to  open  many  roads  for  military  purposes  along  the  sea- 
<roast,  from  St.  Mark's  to  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee,  and  between  the  lat- 
ter river,  the  Ochlawaha,  and  the  Withlacoochie,  should  the  enemy  attempt 
Xo  occupy  those  sections  of  country.    I  can  assure  you  that  it  will  afford  me 
^rreat  pleasure  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you  at  any  time  or  place, 
Xiit  nnre  particularly  so  at  my  headquarters,  should  it  meet  your  conveni- 
ence ;  as  I  should  like  to  avail  myself  of  your  better  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try occupied  by  the  hostiles,  as  well  as  the  best  mode  of  carrying  on  ihe  war* 
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ajEfainst  them,  so  as  to  bring  it  to  a  speed7  close,  which  could  be  so  mod 
better  done  by  a  personal  interview  than  by  letter. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  8.  army^  commanding. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  op  Florida. 

P.  S. — I  leave  this  place  shortly  for  Tampa  Bay. 


HcADaUARTBRS,   AkMY   OP    THE    SoUTH, 

Fori  Vyhite,  July  IS,  IS3S. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  Department  of  War, 
under  date  of  30th  May,  1838,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  vour  excellen- 
cy, on  the  subject  of  the  employment  of  militia  by  the  Unitea  States,  refer 
ring  the  matter  to  me,  with  power  to  employ  such  an  amount  ot  force,  aod 
to  make  nil  other  arrangements  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Florida.  Ai 
regards  the  mustering  in  and  out  of  service  detachments  of  volunteers  called 
out  by  your  excellency,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  compensation,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  Major  Dearborn,  commanding  in  Middle  Floridi, 
has  been  charged  by  me  with  this  duty,  and  will  muster  in  and  out  such 
troops  as  he  may  require :  and,  in  reference  to  the  past,  he  will  muster 
out  (they  agreeing  to  assemble  for  that  purpose)  all  such  as  in  his  opin- 
iou  were  necessary,  who  have  rendered  services  which  should  entitle  them 
to  compensation. 

No  one  can  feel  more  than  I  do  for  the  sufferings  and  privations  to  which 
the  people  of  Florida  have  been  subjected  in  the  course  of  this  most  unlor- 
tunate  war,  or  more  deeply  sympathize  with  them  for  the  loss,  od  many 
occasions,  of  relatives  and  friends.  This  state  of  things,  and  similar  occur- 
rences, may  continue  for  some  time,  particularly  in  East  Florida,  owio^to 
the  sparse  population,  and  the  consequent  advantages  which  the  enemy, 
who  are  broken  into  small  parties,  have  of  harassing  them  ;  the  iDoaiiin- 
ble  swamps  and  hammocks  in  the  rear  offering  to  the  Indian  a  secure  re 
treat,  almost  impenetrable  to  the  white  man.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  mustering  into  the  service  a  regimeotor 
regiments  of  the  militia  for  the  protection  of  their  own  homes,  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  establish  a  garrison  at  every  man*s  door. 

Believing:,  as  I  do,  ttiat  there  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  enough  r^ular  troop 
in  the  Territory  to  give  to  the  inhabitants  such  security  as  they  ought  tt 
expect  from  the  General  Government,  (to  afford  which  nothing  sliall  b 
omitted  on  my  part,  or  that  of  the  troops  I  command,)  1  am  now  about  lo 
return  to  Tanipa  Bay  to  attend  to  my  auties  in  that  quarter.  There  1  sbal 
be  happy  to  hear  from  your  excellency,  and  to  communicate  as  well  u  co- 
operate with  you  in  any  measures  for  the  safety  of  the  citizens  of  the  Tcr 
ntory. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency^s  most  obedn 
ent  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOB, 
Brevet  Brig.  Oen.  V.  JS.  A.  eommmdi»g^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  op  Floriua. 
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Headquarters,  Army  op  tub  South, 

Fort  Brooke,  August  8,  1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green  has 
just  been  authorized  to  call  upon  your  excellency  for  such  force  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Middle  Florida,  to 
serve  on  foot  or  on  horseback,, as  in  his  opinion  may  be  most  advisable   By 
instrr.ctions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  received  last  mail,  such  force  must  be 
mustered  as  draughted  militia.    I  had  hoped  that  that  part  of  the  6th  infan- 
try under  command  of  Captain  Hutter,  together  with  the  volunteer  force  re- 
cently taken  into  service  west  of  the  Suwanee,  would  have  been  sufficient 
.     to  have  afforded  ample  protection  to  our  citizens  in  that  section  of  country, 
as  it  hns  been  from  the  time  Major  Dearborn  was  placed  in  command, 
'     to  the  late  tragical  occurrence.    1  flatter  myself,  however,  that,  with  such 
0    militia  force  as  Colonel  Green  may  require,  and  which,  I  make  no  doubt, 
n    your  excellency  will  pronaptly  furnish,  he  will  succeed  in  capturing  and 
»*■    destroying  portions,  if  not'thc  whole,  of  the  enemy. 
t        I  will  endeavor  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you,  if  possible,  in  the 
i    course  often  or  fifteen  days,  to  consult  upon  the  best  means  for  the  present 
n   and  future  protection  of  the  country,  and  the  best  method  calculated  for  dri- 
a   ving  the  Indians  therefrom. 
.1;  VVith  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
i!  Brevet  Brig.  Gen,  U.  S,  A,  commanding. 

t\       To  His  Excellency  Governor  Call. 


■^ 


Tallahassee,  Angiist  17,  1838. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  with  which  I  am 

highly  gratified.     The  safety  of  this  frontier  requires  that  the  commanding 

officer  should  be  invested  with  the  authority  which  you  have  conferred  on 
^  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green,  and  I  shall  be  Teady  at  all  times  to  comply  with 
■^  his  requisition.  In  anticipation  of  your  approval  of  the  measure,  before  the 
^  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  after  the  recent  murders  on  the  frontier,  1  or^an* 
^  ized  a  force  for  its  protection,  which  I  hope  will  be  adequate  to  the  service 
■^  required.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Colonel  Green,  these  troops  have  been 
3^  promptly  supplied,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  exposed  settlers  have  been 

quieted  by  their  presence.  Hud  he  arrived  sooner,  one  family  at  least  would 
^.  have  been  saved  from  butchery.  On  the  first  appearance  of  danger,  1  or- 
D»  dered  a  detachment  of  volunteers,  raised  for  the  occasion,  to  take  a  position 
3^  at  the  lowest  settlement  on  the  Ockiockney  river,  as  a  guard  for  that  fron- 
^^  tier.  They  repaired  promptly  to  the  station  assigned  them,  but,  owing  to 
1^  the  refusal  of  the  quartermaster  to  furnish  them  with  supplies,  and  the  sub- 
^  sequent  refusal  of  Major  Dearborn  to  receive  them  into  service,  they  were 
^  compelled  to  retire.     In  consequence  of  which,  the  Indians  afterwards  at« 

tackod  and  murdered  the  family  at  the  very  house  where  these  troops  were 
^  stationed.     I  feel  every  confidence  in  Ihe  belief  that,  under  the  authority 

now  conferred  on  Colonel  Green,  with  his  zeal  for  the  service,  few  instan- 
J^  CCS  of  the  kind  will  again  occur.  Active  and  energetic  operations  are  now 
"j^  in  progress  by  the  regular  troops  and  volunteers  under  the  command  of 

Colonel  Green,  against  the  fugitive  Creek  Indians ;  and  I  hope,  in  a  short 
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time,  they  will  be  destroyed  or  driven  from  their  present  position.    A  fr? 
days  since,  some  30  or  40  of  tlicm  robhod  two  houses  on  the  App;ilarliico;i 
river.   A  small  party  of  mounted  men,  inferior  in  number,  ^ave  active  pu:- 
suit,  and  succeeded  in  recapturing:  nearly  all   tfic  property  they  had  {.hin- 
dered; but  their  force  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  tliem  to  pursue  the  enemy 
to  any  ^reat  distance,  and  they  were  compelled  to  return.     Not  only  ilie 
safety  of  the  frontier  settlements,  but  the  evil  example  whicli  they  pre^ul 
to  the  Apalachicola  bands,  requires  that  the  Creeks  should  l>e  dusiroyedor 
expelled  from  their  neighborhood  wiihoutdelay.     I  have  just  reluriiod  from 
a  visit  to  these  bands  ;  I  find  them  generally,  at  present,  well  disposed,  and 
they  profess  a  willin^iiess  to  emigrate  on  the  20th  October,  the  time  stipulated 
in  the  treaty.     But  if  the  Greeks  can  hold  out  against  us,  and  are  permuted, 
with  impunity,  to  plunder  and  destroy  almost  in  their  presence,  we  have 
reasons  to  apprehend  that  the  Apalachicola  Indians  will,  when  u^nlto 
remove,  reinforce  them' with  one  hundred  warriors  no  less  desperate  than 
themselves.     I  think  it,  therefore,  highly  iraportaint  that  the  most  viporoos 
pursuit  of  the  Creeks  be  continued  until  they  are  captured  or  destroyed.   I 
would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  stationing  a  respectable  force  on  the 
Apalachicola  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Indian  towns,  a  short  tiuK 
before  the  day  appointed  for  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  to  be  employed 
against  them  if  necessary.     This  force  might  be  furnished  by  ihe  regular 
troops  or  voluntet rs.     I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  you  propose  visiting  this 
place  ;  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you.  and  will  postpone  my  intended  trip  to 
Washington  until  after  your  arrival,  although  I  had  intended  to  set  out  on 
Thursday  next.     The  frontier,  with  the  defence  of  which  Colonel  Green 
is  charged,  extends  from  the  Apalachicola  to  the  Suwanee,  a  distance  of 
more  than  150  miles.     To  give  it  protection,  the  troops  under  his  command 
mubt  necessarily  be  extended  along  the  wfiole  line  in  such  numbers  as  will 
enable  them  to  drive  off  the  small  bands  into  which  the  Indians  are  divided, 
and  cover  the  most  exposed  settlements.    In  doing  this,  there  will  seldom  fc* 
more  than  one  company  at  any  station,  and  generally  a  much  smaller  force. 
Tallahassee  being  a  central  position,  and  one  from  whence  orders  may  he 
most  conveniently  sent,  and  reports  received,  I  have  recommended  Colonel 
Green  to  make  his  headquarters  at  this  place,  which  will,  uo  doubt,  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R-  K.  CALL 
Gen.  Z.  Taylor, 

Commanding  army  of  Florida. 


IlEADauAaTERs,  Armt  of  the  South, 

Tallahassee^  Florida^  August  20, 1&3S. 
Governor  :  At  the  moment  I  was  leaving  St.  Mark's  for  this  place,  yes- 
terday, your  letter  of  the  I7th  instant,  iir  relation  to  murders  recently  co» 
mitted  on  our  citizens  by  the  Ttidians,  was  handed  me;  in  reply  to  wliick 
I  have  to  state  that  the  measures  adopted  by  you  I  was  gratified  to  lean 
had  restored  confidence,  and  quieted  the  apprehensions  of  the  fmntiet 
settlers  on  the  Ocklockney  and  in  that  direction,  and,  I  flatter  myself,  wiii 
prevent  similar  occurrences. 
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It  had  been  hoped  b/  myself,  as  well  as  by  my  predecessor,  that  the  six 
companies  of  infantry  ordered  to  this  part  of  Florida,  and  measurably  placed 
under  your  direction,  would  have  ^iven  the  necessary  protection  to  the  per* 
Eons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  quarter :  hence  instructions 
were  ^iveu  to  Major  Dearborn,  commanding  west  of  the  Suwanee,  not  to 
receive  any  addilionoi  militia  force  to  those  already  in  service,  unless,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so  for  the  immediate  safety  of 
that  portion  of  country  under  his  orders ;  which  instruction  1  felt  bound  to 
give  him,  from  instructions  received  from  general  headquarters.  There- 
fore, no  blame  can  be  rightly  attached  to  that  valuable  officer.  But  matters 
have  unfortunately  changed  since  that  period  ;  and  I  trust  that  every  means 
in  our  power,  both  regular  and  militia,  will  be  used  against  the  enemy, 
until  he  is  captured,  destroyed,  or  driven  from  the  country.  They  are  now 
broken  up  into  small  parties,  and  scattei^ed  frou)  the  Apalachicola  to  Florida 
points,  and  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Okefenokee,  in  Georgia,  secreting 
themselves  in  (to  the  white  nmn)  almost  impenetruble  swamps  and  ham* 
mocks,  irom  which  they  rally  and  destroy  every  defenceless  family  and  uu* 
Buspectmg  traveller  that  falls  in  their  way;  immediately  after  which  they 
fly  into  their  fastnesses  and  hiding-places  for  security,  where  we  have  been 
seldom  able  to  follow  and  overtake  them.  This  description  of  warfare,  the 
most  troublesome,  vexatious,  and  distressing,  (being  waged  on  hel(>le89 
women  and  children,)  is  now  carried  on,  not  only  around  the  greatei'  |)or- 
tion,  and  through  the  centre,  of  the  settled  parts  of  the  country,  but  extends 
along  the  borders,  and  into  the  State  of  Georgia.  Had  these  Indian  towns, 
villages,  or  habitations,  which  they  would  defend,  or  oould  tliey  be  brought 
to  battle,  at  every  disadvantage,  in  their  swamps  and  hammocks,  the  war 
would  soon  be  brought  to  a  close,  no  matter  at  what  sacrifice  of  life  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  serving  in  Florida,  as 
well  as  on  tl^ie  part  of  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  ;  which 
sacrifice,  1  feel  confident,  would  be  cheerfully  made.  But,  unfortunately, 
tile  policy  of  these  people  is  now  to  keep  out  of  our  way,  which  the  nature 
of  the  country  enables  them  to  do,  leaving  it  to  the  climate  to  fight  their 
battles,  which  has  proved  more  fatal  to  the  white  man  than  the  rifle  and 
scalping  knife,  and,  consequently,  is  more  to  be  dreaded  ;  and  if  nature  hai 
so  organized  them  as  to  make  them  fleeter  of  foot  than  the  white  man,  and 
give  them  a  country  where  they  leave  no  traces  when  they  fly--*  if  we  eaa- 
uot  overtake  them,  it  is  our  misforttuie,  and  not  our  fault. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  i  have  sugj^ested  to  the  department  the  pro- 
priety of  employing  the  blood  hound  of  Cuba,  with  several  tSpaniaida 
accustomed  to  manage  them,  to  aid  us  in  ferreting  out  the  enemy,  to  be 
used  alone  as  trackers  to  enable  us  to  come  up  witli  them ;  and  1  wouJd  be 
^lad  to  have  your  opinion  in  regard  to  this  measure,  and,  if  approved,  your 
influence  in  carrying  the  same  into  efTect,  in  the  first  instance,  bfirdy  as  an 
eicperimenC.  I  would  also  be  glad  if  you  would  commuttio»te  your  views 
as  to  the  nutnber  of  Indians  west  of  the  Suwanee,  otiier  tlwn  those  in  t)ie 
Okefenokee,  including  the  runaway  Cn^ks,  1'allatmssees,  and  the  Apalachi* 
colas  ;  designating  tlie  number  oi  warriors  in  each  hand,  the  position  they 
occupy,  and  the  number  of  troops  necessaiy  to  drive  them  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  settleooenDs ;  and  the  several  points  to  concentrate  the  forces 
for  the  object  in  question,  as  well  as  any  other  riews  you  may  think  proper 
to  communicate  in  relation  to  the  same* 
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Colonel  Green  will  make  his  headquarters  (as  you  suggest)  in  (his  place, 
and  will  consult  with  you  from  time  to  time,  and  adopt  such  measures  u 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  persons 
and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Middle  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brevet  Brig,  Gen,^  U.  S.  A.^  cammandtJig. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call. 


Tallahassee,  August  21, 1838. 

Sir  :  The  deep  interest  I  feel  in  the  termination  of  the  war  .with  the 
Seminole  Indians,  and  the  length  of  time  through  which  it  has  been 
protracted,  induce  me  to  address  you  on  the  subject,  and  to  offer  such  sojir. 
gestions  for  its  future  prosecution  as  have  been  presented  to  my  view  frms 
an  aUentive  observation  of  its  whole  progress.  It  is  now  near  three  yeus 
since  the  commencement  of  this  harassmg  and  disastrous  conflict ;  tnd 
although  many  battles  have  been  fought,  and  many  of  the  enemy  have  been 
killed  or  captured,  a  force  still  remains  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
country,  no  less  than  from  the  character  of  the  enemy,  forbids  the  hope  that 
it  will  terminate,  under  the  present  system,  without  a  long  and  continned 
struggle,  a  vast  increase  in  the  loss  of  life,  and  expenditure  of  the  pubtie 
treasure.  In  the  progress  of  this  war,  our  best  generals  and  the  best  a|h 
pointed  armies  have  been  employed  with  little  success,  although  all  hai 
been  done  which  skill, energy,  and  untiring  perseverance  could  accoropliaiL 
The  object  which  we  sought  has  not  been  obtained.  So  far  from  removing 
the  Indians  from  the  land  of  their  nativity,  our  frontier  settlements  batf 
receded  before  the  fire  and  sword  of  the  enemy ;  and  his  dominion  hsi 
been  extended  over  a  large  scope  of  country,  from  which  thtf  white  mu 
has  been  expelled.  The  destruction  of  the  houses  and  other  property  of 
our  citizens  has  caused  them  to  retire  farther  into  the  interior  of  the  settle- 
ments,  to  seek  for  shelter  and  for  subsistence.  They  cannot,  like  the  cav- 
age,  feed  on  roots  and  game,  with  no  other  covering  than  the  heavens  to 
sh^ter  them.  Such,  too,  is  the  situation  of  our  soldiers ;  without  the  food 
to  which  they  have  been  accustomed,  they  are  unable  to  perform  service. 
Their  supplies  are  procured  from  a  distance,  and  are  carried  into  the  ioto' 
riorwith  great  difficulty  and  expense.  The  most  secure  hiding-places  of 
the  enemy  caimot  be  penetrated,  except  on  foot :  hence,  the  provision  ef 
the  soldier  must  be  carried  in  his  knapsack ;  and  when  his  supply  is  ei- 
hausted,  he  is  compelled  to  retire  from  the  want  of  food,  leaving  the  eoemf 
in  undisturbed  possession  of  his  native  fortress.  It  is  not  from  number 
superior  bravery,  or  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  that  the  Seminole  has  thus  Umf 
been  enabled  to  resist  our  power ;  but  from  the  nature  of  the  country  wUek 
he  inhabits,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  supplies  for  our  army,  tfatt  eflbetef 
the  climate  on  his  pursuers,  and  his  art  and  success  in  evading  panait 
Experience  has  taught  him  that  he  has  only  to  avoid  battle,  and  the  nei 
numerous  and  best  appointed  army,  conducted  with  all  the  ddll  andeiMi|f 
necesMry  for  success,  will  be  exhausted  and  subdued  by  the  fiuignes  aii 
privations  of  the  march.  Secure  in  his  ability  to  evade  parsait,  the  psaagi 
of  an  army  through  his  country  excites  but  little  apprehensicm :  be  knoii 
that,  from  the  want  of  supplies,  it  must  soon  retirci  leaving  him  agiis 


159  [278] 

undisturbed  master  of  the  field.    He  has  already  experienced  every  calamity 
but  the  loss  of  life ;  his  nation  has  been  broken  and  dispersed  into  small 
fugitive  bands;  his  villages  and  houses  have  been  burnt/ his  fields  laid 
M^aste,  his  cattle  destroyed.     But  the  ravages  of  the  war  have  left  him  an 
unsubdued  wanderer,  armed  for  destruction  :  every  swamp  and  every  ham- 
mock  gives  him  shelter  and  gives  him  food.     The  wild  potato,  the  wild 
arrow  root,  the  cabbage  tree,  the  palmetto,  and  the  brier-root,  everywhere 
abound :  from  most  ot  these  flour  is  extracted,  by  a  simple  process,  which 
furnishes  a  wholesome  and  nutritious  food.     The  woods  furnish  him  with 
game,  and  the  waters  v^ith  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  fish :  hence,  want  and 
famine,  the  attendant  consequences  of  invasion  in  every  other  country  and 
with  every  other  peopio,  have  no  terror  for  him.     The  spontaneous  prcKlucts 
of  nature  supply  him  with  abundant  and  congenial  means  of  subsistence  ; 
the  swamps  and  hammocks  are  his  barriers  of  defence ;  and,  while  he  flies 
before  iiivasion,  his  subtle  stealth  and  cunning  enable  him  to  surprise  the 
unwary  traveller,  and  to  visit  the  frontier  settler  with  destruction :  when 
least  expected,  then  is  he  most  to  be  feared.    And  now,  after  a  sanguinary 
;  conflict  of  near  three  years-rafter  our  army  has  swept  over  every  portion  of 
\  the  enemy's  country,  and  every  hut  and  village  has  been  destroy^— there  is 
^  not  a  family  along  our  whole  line  of  settlements,  for  more  than  two  hun« 
.  dred  miles  in  extent,  that  is  not  nightly  exposed  to  destruction ;  and  scarcely 
a  week  passes  by  without  adding  to  the  long  and  melancholy  list  of  those 
^  who  have  perished  by  the  hand  of  the  savage.    My  observations  on  the  result 
of  the  measures  heretofore  pursued  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  have 
brought  me  forcibly  to  the  conclusion  that  it  cannot  be  accomplished  with- 
out  a  change  of  policy,  so  long  as  they  are  determined  to  resist    It  is  not 
by  the  march  and  countermarch  of  armies  through  the  enemy's  country 
that  he  is  to  be  expelled  ;  for  he  has  only  to  conceal  himself  for  a  few  days, 
and  the  army,  exhausted  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  retires  before  him  with- 
out the  fire  of  a  gun.    The  forest  must  be  subdued  before  the  enemy  can  be 
finally  conquered;  every  inch  of  ground  taken  from  him  must  be  firmly  held 
by  permanent  settlers,  who  will  cultivate  the  soil  and  make  the  wilderness 
their  home.  Under  this  system,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  savage 
iRTOuld  gradually  retire  before  the  approach  of  the  civilized  man ;  that  he  would 
be  compelled  to  abandon  every  portion  of  the  country  which  is  susceptible 
mt  cultivation ;  and  if  he  should  still  seek  shelter  in  the  barren  waste  and 
inhospitable  everglades,  the  production  of  the  soil  of  the  interior  would  fur- 
nish an  abundant  supply  (or  the  army  at  convenient  points  while  operating 
against  him. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  plan  into  execution,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  the  expediency  of  locating  military  colonies,  under  the  superintend- 
ence and  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  on  all  the  public  lands  of 
the  peninsula,  where  the  body  is  sufiiciently  lar^  to  support  a  population 
capable  of  defending  itself  against  the  inroads  ot  the  enemy.  Each  colony 
or  settlement,  in  the  first  instance,  should  be  located  in  a  healthy  position, 
and  in  villages.  The  houses  to  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
and  receive  mutual  defence  and  protection  to  each  other ;  the  men  should 
be  required  to  perform  military  duty  within  certain  limits ;  and  for  the  first 
year,  or  so  long  as  their  safety  may  demand  it,  they  should  be  required  to 
cultivate  in  common,  and  a  portion  of  them  to  be  constantly  prepared  for 
.defence.  During  the  first  year,  the  colonists  who  should  join  the  colonf 
and  enrol  themselves  with  the  commanding  officer  on  or  before  a  day  cep 
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tain,  and  continue  to  perform  his  duty  faithfully,  should  be  entitle 
ceive  pay  and  rations  as  the  soldiers  of  the  army.  Tliey  should  be 
in  every  resfxict  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  liable  to  be 
a  court-niariial  for  insubordination  or  other  offences;  and  after  iw 
habitation  and  cultivation,  and  on  the  final  emiorration  of  the  Ind 
the  certificate  of  the  commanding  general,  or  other  officer  placed  ov 
that  they  have  faithfully  performed  all  the  duties  required  of  them 
they  s^hall  he  entitled  to  a  grant  in  fee-simple  of  one  quarter  section  c 
land,  to  include  as  near  as  |X)ssible  the  improvements  made  by  the 
the  right  of  each  individual  to  [>e  decided  by  lot.  A  further  em 
ment  to  emigration  and  settlement  might  be  given  by  a  prospect 
emption  law,  conferring  a  rii^ht  to  purchase,  at  the  Government  pi 
quarter-section  of  the  public  land,  on  all  able-bodied  white  males  wh 
actually  seule  on  or  before  a  given  day,  and  continue  to  inhabit  ai 
vate  the  said  tract  of  land  until  the  final  emigration  of  the  Semii 
dians.  Each  settler  under  this  law^  should  be  exempt  from  any  oti 
the  ordinary  duties  of  a  citizen,  but  he  should  be  required  to  prot 
certificate  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  district  to  prove  the  t 
continuance  of  his  settlement  and  improvement  Under  thisencoun 
to  emigration,  1  feel  the  utmost  confidence  that,  in  less  than  two  yea 
would  not  l)e  a  resting-place  for  the  Indians  north  of  the  everglades;  n 
when  confined  to  that  unwholesome  and  comfortless  region,  if  they 
exhausted  by  disease  or  famine,  they  will  be  contented  to  emigrate 
country  which  can  offer  them  no  enjoyment.  I  entertain  no  doubt 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  would  be  attended  with  entire  succe 
it  would  save  thousands  of  valuable  lives,  and  millions  of  public  t 
While  the  colonies  art)  forming,  and  until  they  are  enabled  to  dcfen 
selves,  I  would  employ  a  sufficient  military  force,  to  escort  the  set 
safety  to  their  new  homes,  to  guard  the  settlements,  aud  drive  tiie 
into  the  everglades  ;  and,  instead  of  exhausting  the  treasure  of  thai 
ment,  and  de^troyinff  tfie  army  by  fruitless  and  unavailing  marches 
vain  effort  to  overtake  and  destroy  them  when  pursuit  is  hopeless,  i 
endeavor  to  keep  them  in  that  inhospitable  region  as  long  as  the; 
prefer  it  to  the  country  assigned  them  in  the  west.  By  occnpymg 
positions  in  tiie  adjacent  country,  with  military  posts,  and  cutting  off  i 
municalions  with  traders  who  have  and  may  continue  to  supply  theii 
they  would  be  conipelled  from  necessity  to  emigrate.  From  no  dal< 
possession  am  I  able  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  '. 
yet  remaining  in  the  country  ;  but  1  have  believed  that  their  force, 
as  their  character,  hds  been,  and  still  is,  calculated  too  low.  I  hare 
you  hastily  my  views  of  the  best  mode  of  expelling  them  ;  but  I  s 
happy  to  afford  you  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  prosecute  an 
which  may  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  country  from  their  preseuce. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SLK.CI 

General  Z.  Taylor, 

Commanding  ilie  army  of  Florida. 


WashingtoNi  OcUhtr  i^  1 

Sir:  1  was  pleased  to  hear,  from  the  conversation  I  had  the 

of  holding  with  you  this  morning,  chat  you  had  already  anticipac 
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proposition  which  I  hnd  offisred  for  re  establishing  the  inhabitants  of  Florida 
who  have  been  driven  from  iheir  homes  by  the  Indians. 

There  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  that  portion  of  the  people  to 
return  to  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  from  which  they  have  been  so  long 
banished,  and  to  contribute  every  thing  in  their  power,  in  aid  both  of  the 
offensive  and  defensive  measures  of  the  Government,  against  the  common 
enemy.  During  the  present  year,  many  of  them,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  and  of  all  they  had  left  Irom  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  returtied  to 
their  former  places  of  residence,  and  planted  their  crops ;  but,  after  they 
were  more  than  half  made,  th  y  were  compelled  to  retire  before  the  enemy, 
and  abandon  the  iruits  of  their  labor.  This,  however,  would  not  have  oc- 
curred undf^r  a  proper  military  organization,  which  would  have  given  mu- 
tual aid  and  protection  to  each  otiier. 

The  quantity  of  land  prepared  for  cnUivalion  on  the  frontier,  particularly 
in  the  counties  of  Columbia  and  Alarhna,  inchiding  the  plantations  of  the 
large  proprietors  which  have  been  abandoned,  (and  will  not,  probably,  be 
occupied  and  cultivated  by  slaves  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,)  is 
sufficient  to  afford  employnieirt  and  support  for  a  number  of  men,  not  only 
adequate  to  their  own  defence,  but  for  the  protection  of  the  froi>tier.  IJy 
occupying  this  section  o(  country,  the  Indians  would  be  driven  within  more- 
narrow  limits,  and  would  be  greatly  discourse  by  seeing  that  which  they 
had  conqiered  restored  to  the  possession  of  tlie  white  man.  Another  ad- 
vantage which  would  result  to  the  Government  from  pursuing  this  measure 
would  be  the  quantity  of  grain  which  would  be  raised  in  the  country  con- 
venient to  the  seat  of^  war,  m  the  event  of  another  camfmign,  and  the  sub- 
sistence which  would  be  thus  furnished  for  an  increased  emigration  during 
another  year. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  plan  into  execution,  I  propose  thai  Gen- 
eral Hernandez,  or  such  other  officer  of  the  Florida  militia  as  may  be  des- 
ignated for  that  service,  be  authorizf*d,  under  tlie  orders  and  direction  of  the 
commanding  general,  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  such  able-bodied  men  (not  to  eir- 
ceed  a  brigade)  in  Eiast  Florida  as  may  enrol  themselves,  including:  tftie? 
present  frontier  settlers,  and  such  as  have  been  driven  from  their  homes,  or- 
others  who  are  willnig  to  locate  themselves  on  the  line  of  defence,  that' 
the  owners  of  plantations,  if  they  think  proper  to  reoccupy  them,  shaU  be 
reinstated  in  possession  ;  and  those  who  have  none  shall  be  locaUd  on  any- 
waste  or  unappropriated  land  which  may  be  prepared  for  cultivation  :  that 
the  whole  force,  thus  organized,  shall  be  regularly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  ;  sNili  be  entitled  to  receive  the  pay,  rations,  and  for-, 
age,  usually  allowed  to  oflS<;er8  and  men  in  the  service  of  tlie  Government, 
and  shall  constitute  a  defence  for  the  frontier  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Su- 
wanee  river,  and  as  far  so^ith  as  the  Wifhla^^oochie  and  New  Smyrna  on* 
the  seaboard  :  that  all  the  said  force,  which  can  at  any  time  be  spared  from, 
military  operatieiis  within  the  limits  here  prescribed,  sh^U  be  kept  constuntly 
engaged  in  this  service ;  they  shaH  be  divided  info  companies,  or  such  de* 
tachments  as  wiH  be  sufficient  to  give  them  security  against  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy,  and  shall  rendezvous  and  encamp  at  such  places  along  the  line:^ 
of  frontier  as  may  be  designated  by  the  commanding  general^  or  the  imme^ 
diate  commanding  officer,  whenever  it  ma^  be  deemra  unsafe  f^r  them  W 
reside  at  their  homes:  that  the'  Iab(»r  of  cultitation  and  the  dt«ieg  of  the« 
field  shall  be  distributed  as  nearly  aa  possible  among  the  diiferent  ind^*^ 
11 
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viduals,  and  each  shall  have,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  benefit  of  his  own 
labor;  but  that  they  shall  at  all  times,  whether  engaged  in  military  service 
or  in  cultivation,  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  their  superiors  in  office,  and  be 
governed  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  Such  a  force  as  this,  organized 
on  the  plan  proposed,  would  soon  restore  the  population  which  has  been 
driven  from  the  country,  and  would  form  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  army 
employed  in  prosecuting  the  war. 

For  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Middle  Florida,  extending  from  the 
Suwanee  to  the  Ocklockney,  1  propose  the  organization  of  a  battalion,  ou 
the  same  principle,  to  consist  of  four  hundred  mounted  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  field  officer.  This  force  would  be  sufficient,  nnd  should  be  re- 
quired,  to  drive  out  and  keep  the  Indians  entirely  l)eyorid  the  Suwanee. 
This  section  of  country  being  too  remote  from  the  scene  of  active  operations 
to  enable  the  commanding  general  to  give  it  the  attention  and  protectioa 
which  it  has  and  must  require  so  long  as  hostilities  continue,  1  would  re. 
spectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  continuing  an  officer  of  rank  of  the  United 
States  army  in  command  of  that  frontier,  with  authority  to  receive  intoser- 
vice,  from  time  to  time,  such  force  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  defensive 
operations.  If  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green,  of  the  6th  infantry,  could  be  con. 
tinned  on  that  frontier  consistently  with  the  interest  of  the  service,  he  would 
not  cnly  be  very  efficient,  but  would  give  general  satisfaction  and  confidence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tallahassee,  December  9,  1833. 

Mt  dear  General:  I  returned  to  this  place  on  the  7th  instant,  and 
bad  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  with  its  enclosure. 
I  have  examined  your  plan  of  operations  with  great  interest,  and  consider 
it  decidedly  the  best  which  can  be  adopted,  under  the  circunistances,  lor 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  It  is  certainly  desirable,  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  curtail  all  unnecessary  expenses  ;  but  so  far  as  the  safety  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  is  concerned — so  iar  as  it  is  required  to  Siive  the  lives  of  helpless 
women  and  children — I  know  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  expenditure 
of  money  cannot  be  regarded.  You  have,  indeed,  a  most  arduous  task  to 
perform  in  prosecuting  the  war,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  the  necessary 
protection  to  our  extensive  and  exposed  frontier ;  and,  with  all  your  enei^ies 
and  untiring  perseverance,  I  fear  you  will  encounter  much  difficulty  in  ac* 
complishing  this  desirable  object.  I  found,  on  my  arrival  here,  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Robert  Brown,  of  Columbia  county,  dated  on  the  MAx\\  ultimo,  giv- 
ing me  an  account  of  a  most  barbarous  murder  committed  by  the  Indians 
on  the  family  of  Mr.  Tiffins,  consisting  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  two  child- 
ren. This  distressing  butchery  occurred  near  the  Ocean  pond,  in  Eiast 
Florida;  and,  having  occasioned  great  alarm  to  the  inhabitants,  Colonel 
Brown  informs  me  that  he  had,  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  ordered  out  a 
company  of  mihtia  for  the  protection  of  the  settlements.  I  have  directed 
this  force  to  be  kept  constantly  employed  in  service,  until  you  shall  be  able 
to  provide  a  more  permanent  and  efficient  protection.  This  attack  having 
l)een  made  within  the  county  of  Alachua,  the  organization  aud  reception  of 
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the  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  country  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
would  be,  I  think,  embraced  in  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  dale  of  the  8th  of  October,  of  which  you  have  furnished  me  an  ex- 
tract. Should  you  be  of  this  opinion,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  the  contemplated  organization  completed  without  delay. 
Colonel  Brown  informs  me  that  the  corn  crops  in  that  section  are  very  good, 
and  that  abundant  supplies  may  be  had  in  that  neighborhood.  He  is  a  very 
intelligent  gentleman  and  a  good  officer:  any  duty  you  may  assign  him 
will  be  faithfully  executed.  If  you  could  spare  an  otficer  to  go  over  and 
organize  the  force  on  the  frontier  immediately,  I  think  it  most  important. 
You  will  find  Colonel  Brown  prepared  to  comply  with  any  requisition  you 
may  make  on  him. 

I  should  be  very  happy  to  pay  you  a  visit,  and,  if  practicable,  will  do  so 
when  I  know  when  and  where  to  find  you. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

R.  K.  CALL- 

General  Taylor. 


Headquarters,  Armt  op  the  South, 
Port  Prank  Brooke,  Deadman's  Bay,  PL,  Dec.  18, 1838. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  reached  this  place  on  yesterday,  and  a  few  hours  afler 
my  arrival  the  steamboat  brought  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant.  I  need  not 
assure  you  I  was  highly  gratified  to  hear  of  your  return  to  Tallahassee,  and, 
I  flatter  myself,  in  improved  health. 

So  far  as  I  deem  it  may  be  done  for  the  security  of  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  good  people  of  Florida,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  call  out  the  militia. 
So  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  murders  referred  to  in  East  Florida,  I  authorized 
Colonel  Twiggs  (who  recommended  the  measure)  to  call  two  companies  of 
railitia  into  service,  for  the  protection  of  their  own  firesides.  To  my  sur- 
prise, after  the  authority  thus  given,  1  learn  that  he  finds  itdifiicult  to  raise 
tliem.  This  is  somewhat  singular,  as  I  have  been  constantly  pressed  to 
organize  that  description  of  force. 

He  also  informs  me  that  Captain  Mickle's  company,  raised  in  the  vicinity 
of  St.  Augustine,  refuse  to  enter  the  service.  This  has  caused  me  to  con- 
tract, in  a  measure,  my  original  plan  of  operations,  and  to  order  a  re^lar 
force  to  be  stationed  between  Black  creek  and  the  Georgia  Hue,  which,  1  am 
satisfied,  will  give  adequate  security  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
citizens  in  that  quarter  against  any  small  marauding  parties  of  Indians, 
should  they  be  disposed  to  attempt  further  murders  or  depredations.  The 
largest  number  of  Indians  reported  in  that  quarter  is  twelve  ;  but  generally 
they  have  been  stated  at  six  Indians  and  a  negro.  Should  Colonel  Twig^ 
obtain  the  services  of  the  two  companies  of  militia,  added  to  the  three  com- 
panies of  regular  dragoons  ordered  there,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  ferret  out 
these  Indians. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  the  Secretary's  letter  authorizes  me  to  call  the 
Alachua  militia  into  service,  unless  under  certain  restrictions,  to  wit :  com- 
bining agricuhure  with  military  duty.  I  must  be  first  assured  that  both 
will  be  fiiithfuUy  done  before  I  can  think  of  acting  in  the  cose.  Certainly 
no  section  of  country  has  ever  been  so  well  guarded  as  the  county  of  Ala- 
chua, surrounded  as  it  is  by  military  posts,  and  troops  scouring  in  all  direc- 
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tions;  and  so  soon  as  I  have  two  posts  between  Forts  Fanning  and  Micanopr, 
(which,  in  a  few  days  will  be  done,)  the  whole  of  thai  country  hereiotore 
settled  by  the  whites  may  be  rcoccupied  without  the  least  apprebension  of 
danger. 

i  am  saiisSod  there  have  not  been  more  than  half  a  dozen  Indians  in  that 
section  of  country  for  several  months  past;  nor  do  I  apprehend  they  will 
again  return  to  depredate  upon  the  persotis  or  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

1  left  Tnnipa  Bay  on  the  28th  ultimo,  and  passed  along  the  Annuliii)|ra 
swamp  to  Fort  Clinch,  and  thence  to  Fort  Fanning,  and  had  the  country 
closely  examined  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  found  no  Indians  between 
the  WithlncoocJiie  and  Siiwanee,  nor  any  recent  evidence  of  their  pret- 
ence. A  camp  of  twenty  six  was  found  in  the  Annultitiga,  which  appenred 
to  contain  the  greater  portion,  if  not  all,  remaining  in  that  country.  It  is 
somewhat  singular,  notwithstanding  that  the  troops  have  been  posited  in 
every  part  of  the  country  where  the  hostiles  were  expected  to  be,  and  where, 
doubtless,  a  few  may  have  been  skulking,  expresses  have  been  sent,  and 
hunters  permitted  to  go  singly,  and  in  small  parties,  for  several  naonihspBit, 
up  the  St.  John's  to  tort  Mellon,  and  between  that  and  the  Atlantic,  to  New 
Smyrna,  on  hoih  sides  the  Ocklawaha,  above  Fort  King,  to  Annnltiiiga, 
Wacassn,  and  in  this  quarter,  without  coming  into  collision  with  a  single 
Indian,  1  am  constantly  informed  of  nuyders  and  depredations  committed 
on  our  citizens  and  property  in  the  vicinity,  where  they  are  ten  times  less 
numerous  than  the  whites.  I  shall,  however,  do  all  in  my  power  to  aecuie 
the  inhabitants,  even  if  I  am  compelled  to  abandon,  in  a  great  measure,  my 
original  phin  of  campaign. 

We  have  done  nothing  near  what  should  have  been  accomplished  at  this 
seuSDU,  owinsf  to  the  late  arrival  of  the  troops  who  compose  my  command, 
many  liaving  arrived  in  the  country  only  two  or  ihree  weeks  since,  and  are 
not  yet  in  position,  but  will  be  in  a  few  da3r8 ;  and  no  time  will  be  lost  ia 
pushing  niy  operations  in  every  quarter  where  the  enemy  may  be  found, 
pariicniarly  near  the  exposed  and  frontier  settlements.  I  brought  with  me  to 
this  place  two  companies  of  the  2d  infantry  and  one  company  of  dragoons^ 
183  men  in  nil — who  will  operate,  in  conjunction  with  the  6th  iDfantry, 
uniil  the  hammocks  and  swamps  between  St.  Mark's  and  the  Suwanee  are 
penetrated  in  every  direction.  A  command  will  leave  here  to  scour  between 
this  and  8t.  Aiark's  to-morrow  or  next  day,  and  I  hope  will  succeed  in  cap- 
turing, destroying,  or  driving  from  that  quarter  any  Indians  who  may  be 
there.  I  shall  remaiA  here  a  few  days,  and  will  then  proceed  to  examine 
the  country,  and  give  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  ;  and  it  will  give 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  you,  ahhough  1  cannot  say  how  loug  1  will 
reaiiiin  at  any  piinicular  place,  although  I  may  remain  in  Middle  Florida 
some  twelve  or  fifieon  days. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and  e8tae^^• 
Your  friend,  &c., 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.  cantttMindimg. 

His  Ej^cellency  IL  K.  Call, 

Uovemor  of  Florida, 
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Tallahassee,  December  29,  1838. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ISih  instant,  and 
regret  very  mnch  to  learn  that  there  has  been  any  delay  or  unw^illingness 
on  the  part  of  the  militia  of  East  Florida  in  furnishing  the  two  companies 
required  by  Colonel  Twiggs.  I  presume,  however,  that  his  requisition 
could  not  have  been  made  on  the  officer  commanding  the  militia  of  Co- 
lumbia county,  where  the  murder  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  9th 
instant  was  committed,  and  where,  [  am  assured,  that  almost  every  man 
capable  of  bearing-  arms  is  ready  to  enter  the  service  whenever  required. 
Ill  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant  I  informed  you  that,  in  anticipation  of  your 
approval,  I  had,  on  being  informed  of  the  late  murder  in  that  county,  or- 
dered Colonel  Brown,  of  Columbia  county,  to  raise  a  company  from  his 
regiment  for  the  defence  of  the  exposed  settlements.  You  do  not  inform 
me  expressly  whether  or  not  you  accept  of  the  services  of  that  company  ; 
but,  frorn  the  general  tenor  of  your  answer,  I  presume  you  do  not.  Having 
neither  the  means  nor  the  disposition  to  keep  in  the  field  any  troops  which 
may  be  unnecessary  for  defensive  measures,  I  shall  order  this  company,  as 
well  as  another  subsequently  called  out  in  that  county,  to  be  disbanded. 
Having  called  these  men  into  service  in  consequence  of  the  murder  of  four 
persons,  (committed  by  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood,)  under  the  au- 
thority  of  the  law  which  requires  me  to  order  oUt  the  militia  in  cases  of 
invasion,  I  have  to  request  you  will  cause  them  to  be  mustered  and  paid 
for  the  short  time  they  will  have  been  in  service.  Had  1  the  means  of  pay- 
ing and  snhsiscing  the  militia,  1  wonid  at  once  organize  the  whole  frontier 
force  for  defence ;  for  it  matters  not  how  numerous,  efficient,  and  gallant 
may  be  the  force  in  the  field,  the  fact  that  murders  are  still  committed  on 
the  inhabitants  is  the  best  proof  that'  they  are  not  sufficiently  protected  ; 
and  the  militia,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  under  a  military  organiza- 
tion, would  certainly  be  much  better  prepared  to  defend  themselves  and 
their  families  than  they  are  without  them.  You  are,  however,  belter  ena- 
bled than  myself  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure, 
and  I  have  every  confidence  in  your  doing  all  in  your  power  for  the  defence 
of  the  settlements. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Gen.  Z.  Taylor, 

Commanding'  army  of  Florida. 


Headquarters,  Army  op  the  South, 

DeadmufCs  Bay^  January  3,  1 839. 
My  drarSir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  on  my  arrival  at  this  place  from  the  Econfeeny  river.  In  relation 
to  the  militia  who  have  been  called  into  service  in  Columbia  county,  the 
subject  of  musteHng  them,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  compensation,  will  be 
referred  to  Colonel  Twiggfs,  commander  in  that  quarter.  To  prevent  diffi- 
culties as  regards  payments  for  the  time  to  come,  1  hope  the  calling  out  of 
the  militia  will  be  left  to  the  proper  authority,  unless  in  great  emergencies. 
Whenever,  in  your  opinion,  such  calls  are  necessary,  I  have  to  ask  you 
will  communicate  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  I  will  most  cheerfully  men*  ' 
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your  views  whenever  I  deem  it  advisable  tc  do  so.  1  informed  yon.  in  mr 
letter  of  the  I8ih,  that  1  had  put  the  troops  in  motion  (o  scour  the  country 
in  every  direction  from  this  point  between  the  Suwaiiee  and  the  Ocila 
rivers.  Captain  Fowler's  company  of  dragoons  have  examint  d  the  coun- 
try around  the  head  of  the  Esteenhatchee,  as  also  between  this  point  aui 
the  Suwanee,  along  the  gulf,  penetrating  most  of  the  haromocks  in  both 
directions,  without  meeting  any  hostiles.  It  is,  however,  evident,  from  the 
signs  h^  met  with,  that  more  Indians  have  passed  the  summer  on  the  Es- 
teenhatchee and  the  adjacent  hammocks,  which  they  have  recently  aban- 
doned, than  in  any  part  of  Florida  this  side  of  the  Kissiniee.  Major 
Noel  left  on  the  20th  ultimo,  with  80  men,  by  land  and  water,  to  scour  the 
hammocks  between  this  and  the  FinhoUoway,  and  to  establish  a  sinal! 
depot  on  the  latier,  where  I  joined  him  on  the  27lh.  Major  Noel  was  toU 
by  an  Indian  scout  that  a  large  number  of  Indians  were  in  a  hammock 
near  him,  and  advised  him  not  to  attack  them  until  reinforced ;  which  in- 
formation 1  received  while  on  my  way  to  his  c^rop,  where  1  arrived  next 
evening,  December  27ih  ;  and  Captain  Kingsbury's  company  of  2d  iofantrj 
having  arrived  on  the  29th,  140  men  under  his  command  entered  the  hun- 
mock  referred  to,  where  they  found  a  large  camp  of  Indians,  (supposed 
about  150  men,  women,  &c.,)  who,  after  a  charge  by  our  troops,  fired  one 
or  two  rifles  without  doine  any  injury,  and  fled  in  every  direction,  leavinj 
all  their  equipage,  consisting  of  axes,  kettles,  skins,  clothing,  ice,  as  well 
as  most  of  their  provisions  on  the  spot,  some  of  which  were  teinfr  cooked 
at  the  time.  The  command  pursued  them  until  the  trail  was  entirely  lost, 
when  they  returned  to  camp,  where  preparations  were  again  made  to  pur 
sue  them  until  they  are  driven  from  the  country.  I  regret  I  could  not  re- 
main longer  in  that  quarter ;  but  ha\nng  received  letters  from  Colonel  Fan- 
ning, operating  between  the  Ockhiwaha  and  St.  John's,  that  two  lar^ 
bodies  of  Indians  were  assembled  in  that  quarter,  and  urging  me  to  visit 
Fort  King  without  delay,  where  he  considered  my  presence  absolo'ely  i»e- 
cessary,  I  am  thus  far  on  my  way,  although  I  fear  he  has  been  niisiu- 
formed  on  the  subject,  as  I  do  not  believe  any  considerable  body  of  Indians 
can  concentrate,  or  have  concentrated,  north  of  the  Kissiniee ;  but  should 
his  information  be  correct,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  dispersing  them,  or  brio^. 
ing  them  to  battle,  if  they  give  me  nn  opportunity  to  do  so.  The  force  left 
between  the  Suwanee  and  Tallahassee,  and  the  arrangements  made,  1  foe! 
satisfied  will  afford  ample  protection  to  the  exposed  inhabitants  of  Leon, 
Madison,  and  Jefferson  counties,  and  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  succeed  in 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  same. 

I  hope  Congress  will  give  land  to  persons  who  will  settle  and  defend  it 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  which  will  enable  us  to  carry  out  the  plans  pro 
posed  by  you.  Should  Congress  do  so,  I  shall  communicate  with  you 
freely,  and  shall  expect  your  aid  to  enable  me  to  carry  the  plan  into 
operation. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  your  friend,  truly, 

Z.  TAYLOR, 
Brev.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  &  A.  commanding. 

His  Excellency  R,  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 

P.  S. — ^If  the  Indians  in  the  hammock  were  as  namerous  as  stated,  thef 
must  be  tlie  Indians  who  passed  the  summer  on  Elstecuiiatchee^  or  tto 
who  ran  (toxn  Xv«^^Ocikie\^\A&x^vim\!^ 
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The  message  of  his  excellency  the  GovernoVy  sent  to  the  Senate  on  yester- 

dat/y  as  follows: 

ExKcuTiVK  Office, 
Tallahassee,  February  7,  1839. 

To  the  Stnate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council: 

Gkntlemen:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, I  herewith  transnnit  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  wiih  Colonel  Robert 
Brown,  of  Columbia,  and  Major  Garrason,  of  Alachua  county,  relative  to 
the  necessity  of  employing  a  militia  force  for  the  defence  of  those  counties 
during  the  past  year,  and  which  yet  remain  unpaid.  This  correspondence 
contains  all  the  orders  issued  by  mo  on  that  subject,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying report  o(  the  strength  of  Colonel  Brown's  regiment,  will  furnish 
all  the  mformation  I  possess  relative  to  the  number  of  officers  and  men  em- 
ployed,  and  the  length  of  time  which  they  were  engaged  in  defensive  opera- 
lions  under  my  orders.  The  Council  will  perceive,  without  more  specific 
intelligence  on  this  subject,  the  Executive  can  form  no  correct  estimate  of 
the  sum  which  would  {ye  required  to  pay  these  troops  and  defray  iheir  ex- 
penses while  in  service.  All  he  can  do  is  to  refer  the  Council  to  the  dates 
of  the  respective  orders  calling  out  and  dishandingr  the  militia,  and  the  num- 
ber of  men  those  orders  authorized  to  be  raised.  With  regard  to  the  reason 
why  they  have  not  been  mustered  and  paid  by  the  United  States,  1  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  my  correspondence  with  General  Taylor,  which  has 
been  furnished  imder  a  resolution,  and  is  now  before  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. It  will  be  seen,  from  the  letters  of  the  commanding  general,  that  he 
deemed  the  regular  force  under  his  authority  sufficient  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and,  therefore,  declined  receiving  or  recognising  the  militia 
employed  as  in  the  service,  of  the  United  States.  How  far  the  command- 
\i\vr  general  was  right  in  this  conclusion,  the  (Council  may  learn  from  tho 
number  of  murders  which  occurred,  and  the  insecurity  and  alarm  which 
prevailed  along  the  whole  line  of  frontier  during  the  last  summer.  But, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  he  is  the  orgtm  of  the  Government ;  and,  without 
his  sanction  and  nppro^iil,  the  troops  called  into  service  by  the  Executive, 
even  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent  necessity  and  dire  emergency,  will  not  be 
paid  by  the  Uniied  States.  In  vain  do  the  laws  of  the  Territory  empower 
the  Governor,  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  to  call  out  the  militia ; 
in  vain  has  the  Executive  exerted  every  faculty,  and  even  jeopardized  his 
own  private  fortune,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  Without  the  means  of 
providing  subsistence,  forage,  and  transportation — without  the  means  of  pay- 
ing the  troops,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
— the  Executive  is  powerless  in  defending  the  frontier  settlements  from  the 
massacres  and  plunderings  of  the  enemy.  This  truth  is  forcibly  and  pain- 
fully  illustrated  by  the  hapless  fate  of  Lasly  and  his  daughter,  disclosed  in 
my  correspondence  with  General  Taylor  and  the  ^Secretary  of  War.  That 
ill-fated  family  resided  on  the  Ocklockney  river,  far  in  advance  of  other 
settlements.  When  the  fugitive  Creeks  fled  from  their  encampment  on  the 
Apal.nchicola,  foreseeing  the  danger  with  which  they  threatened  the  fron- 
tier, without  waiting  to  consult  the  commanding  general,  who  was  mors 
than  two  hundred  miles  distant,  a  requisition  was  made  on  the  patriotic 
county  of  Gadsden,  which,  with  her  usual  promptitude  and  zeal,  on  the 
shortest  notice,  sent  to  the  post  of  danger  the  number  of  men  required! 
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These  troops  were  ordered,  and  accordingly  took  post  at  the  house  of  ihe 
unforinnate  l.^asly.  A  requisition  was  made  on  the  United  States  quarter 
njasier  at  Tallahassee  for  the  necessary  articles  of  forage  and  subsistence, 
A  very  small  supply  was  at  first  furnished,  but,  from  the  whim  or  caprice  of 
this  officer,  a  peremptory  refusal  was  given  to  an  application  for  further 
supplies,  though  the  pubhc  storehouses  at  St.  Mark's  (not  more  than  twen- 
ty-five miles  distant)  were  filled  to  overflowing  with  every  article  required. 
In  consequence  of  this  denial  of  the  aid  we  had  a  right  to  expect,  thetroof« 
were  compelled  to  retire  for  the  want  of  subsistence,  leaving  this  fainilv 
exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  savages.  The  Indians,  availinsr  themselves  of 
this  occasion  to  satiate  their  thirst  for  blood,  advanced  and  attacked  the 
houses,  which  were  bravely  defended ;  but  the  aged  Liisly  and  his  helpjcs 
dauj^hter  became  the  victims  oi  barbarous  cruelty,  and  his  house  and  do- 
mestic animals  formed  one  general  funeral-pile,  lighted  by  the  torch  of  the 
savages.  Such  was  the  melancholy  fate  of  this  family,  when  they  might 
have  been  saved  by  furnishing  the  Territorial  troops  with  a  few  pounds  of 
the  public  pork  and  bread  which  remained  in  store  until  damaged  by  tune 
and  exposure,  and  were  afterwards  sold  at  auction  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  mention  this  as  one  of  the  many  instances  which  have  occurred 
during  the  present  war  with  the  Seminoles,  in  which  the  lives  of  our  cin* 
zens  tiave  been  sacrificed,  when  they  could  have  been  protected  if  I  had 
possessed  the  means  of  supplying  such  troops  as  I  might  have  raised,  aod 
which  I  believed  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  I  cannot  expres 
to  you,  gentlemen,  the  painful  regret  and  deep  humility  I  have  experieaccd 
on  many  occasions  from  a  knowledge  that  the  frontier  settlements  were  ex. 
posed  to  imminent  peril  when  I  had  no  power  (and  stilt  have  none)  to 
extend  to  them  necessary  protection.  The  people  of  the  Territory,  wlien 
exposed  to  danger,  naturally  apply  to  the  Executive  for  relief;  audi  am 
compelled  to  hear  their  complaints  and  bear  their  reproaches,  for  what  seeim 
to  them  a  neglect  of  duty  and  disregard  lor  their  sufi^erings,  when  I  am  ud- 
able  to  give  them  any  thing  but  my  sympathy.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  conferred  ou  me  no  power  to  raise  men  for  the  defence 
ol  the  frontier ;  and,  though  it  cannot  control  the  authority  I  possess  for  this 
purpose  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  yet  it  holds  the  purse  striugs,  and 
Its  agents  l)ave,  and  still  may  withhold  pay  and  sul>sistence  from  tliosi 
whom  1  have  and  may  again  find  it  necessary  to  call  mto  service. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  commanding  general,  a  correspondeDce  has 
been  maintained  between  us,  and  I  have  ^n  politely  furnished  withio- 
ibrmation  with  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  army.     But  he,  I  under 
stand,  is  under  no  obligation  to  confer  with  me  on  any  subject;  nor  has  be 
delegated  to  me  any  portion  of  the  unlimited  power  with  which  he  is  invested 
to  raise  men,  and  cause  them  to  be  paid  and  subsisted.     Id  bis  last  letter, 
dated  the  3d  of  January,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  invite  yonr  particular  at- 
tention, he  expresses  a  confident  belief  that  the  most  ample  protection  vili 
be  given  to  this  frontier  by  the  regular  troops  stationed  west  oi  the  Suwi- 
nee.    I  have  great  respect  for  the  judgment  and  capacity  of  the  command- 
ing general,  and  hope  that  his  opinion  on  this  subject  may  be  well  founded; 
but  should  it  prove  otherwise,  the  delay  which  would  attend  the  calluigont 
of  any  portiou  of  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  under  the  rvk 
proposed,  would  prove  fatal  to  those  dependent  on  this  force  for  protcctioB. 
Be  advises,  in  cases  of  great  emergency,  when  I  may  deem  it  Deeesaury 
to  call  out  the  militia,  that  I  shall  address  him  on  the  subject,  aiid,8iioQli 
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he  approve  of  it,  he  will  give  the  measure  his  sanction.     To  illustrate  the 
objections  to,  and  the  impropriety  of,  such  a  measure  of  defence,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  imagine  the  recurrence  of  one  of  the  numerous  instances  of  in- 
vasion and  assault  which  have  occurred  on  the  frontier.     A  hand  of  the 
enemy  appears  in  the  sparser  settlements.     They  commence  their  system  of 
indiscriminate  slaughter  and  pillage.     The  employment  of  a  militia  force 
becomes  indispensably  necessary ;  but  1  have  neither  provision  nor  transpor- 
tation, without  wiiich  this  force  caimot  move.     The  commanding  general 
is  at  'Tampa  Bay,  more  than  two  hundred  miles  distant.     I  must  communis 
!  cate  with  him,  and  procure  his  authority,  before  the  troops  of  the  Territory 
I  can  obtain  supplies  from  the  ample  stores  of  the  Government.     In  the  mean 
time  the  work  of  death  is  progressing,  and  a  whole  neighborhood  may  be 
,  desolated  by  the  enemy.     Under  this  system, a  few  penurious  ponce  may  be 
unworthily  saved  to  the  treasury  of  the  nation  ;  but  it  is  an  economy  which 
;  must  be  practised  at  the  expense  of  the  blood  and  property  of  our  people — 
,  at  the  expense  of  the  pride  and  lost  reputation  of  the  country. 
I      How  far  this  policy  is  consistent  with  the  principles  of  justice  and  hu- 
,  manity — how  far  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  alle- 
,  giance  and  protection-- how  far  it  is  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  our  Gov- 
^  ernment — I  leave  for  the  determination  of  others  less  interested  than  myself 
^  in  the  security  and  welfare  of  our  fellow  citizens.     I  seek  not  to  divide  with 
^  the  commanding  general  the  empire  of  defensive  or  offensive  operations. 
^  But  my  pride  as  an  officer,  and  my  feelings  as  a  man,  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
remaining  a  passive  spectator  of  the  scene  of  bloodshed  which  may  occur  on 
this  frontier,  without  the  means  of  affording  relief,  until  the  comnmnding 
general  may  think  proper,  after  an  application  shall  have  been  made  to  him, 
to  open  the  public  storehouses  for  the  support  of  tlie  militia  while  in  service. 
I  repeat  again,  that  my  most  fervent  hope  is  that  the  commanding  general 
may  be  right  in  his  conclusions,  and  that  the  regular  troops  may  give  entire 
BcH^urity  to  the  frontier.     He  is  best  calculated,  from  his  position,  to  form  a 
correct  judgment ;  and  his  opinion  is  entitled  to  high  consideration. 

But  after  the  numerous  murders  which  occurred  during  the  last  summer- 
after  the  distress  and  sufferings  which  was  occasioned  by  the  enemy,  under 
the  same  assurance  of  protection — we  have  no  right  to  slumber  in  this  sup- 
posed security.  The  coiYimanding  general,  I  am  sure^  as  far  as  practicable, 
\iriil  redeem  his  pledge,  and  I  can  vouch  for  his  zeal  and  energy ;  but  the 
enemy  may  again  evade  his  pursuit,  and  fall  upon  the  frontier  settlements 
when  least  expected,  l^et  us,  therefore,  as  far  as  the  limited  resources  of 
Ihe  '^Perritory  will  permit  us  to  act,  prepare  for  the  defence  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  regardless  of  the  treasure  which  may  be  expended.  Beyond  this, 
«re  cannot  go.  But  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  give 
Eill  necessary  protection  to  our  people  ;  and  it  is  bound,  by  the  same  moral 
obligation,  to  pay  the  troops  of  Columbia  and  Alachua  counties,  who  served 
under  my  orders  during  the  last  summer.  I  recommend,  again,  that  a  me- 
morial be  presented  to  Congress,  setting  forth  all  the  facts  of  theca.^,  and  enu- 
roeratingihe  different  murders  which  were  committed  by  the  Indians.  They 
nfford  conclusive  proof  that  the  army  did  not  give  the  necessary  protection 
to  the  country.  They  jtistify  the  employment  of  the  militia,  and  proclaim 
the  justice  of  their  demands  for  compensation.  It  is  but  necessary  to  speak 
in  plain  and  comprehensive  language  -  to  represent  our  claims  in  a  proper 
light — and  Congress,  with  its  usual  justice  and  liberality,  will  respond  with- 
iHit  hesitation  to  your  prayer  for  relief.    This  measure  was  recommended 
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in  my  annual  message,  at  the  commencement  of  your  present  session :  and 
after  the  most  mature  deliberation  on  the  subject,  I  can  discover  no  beuei 
prospect  of  relief.  Should  the  commanding  general  execute  the  plan  pro 
posed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  by  or^ranizins 
the  settlers  capable  of  bearinir  arms,  and  receiving  them  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  I  have  every  confidence  in  its  eflSciency  and  the  secuntv 
it  would  afford  ;  but,  without  it,  I  apprehend  n  renewal  of  all  the  horrors 
and  sufferings  which  were  experienced  on  the  frontier  during  the  last  sam 
mer.  The  Executive  will  ever  be  ready  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  and  in  the  exercise  of  every  authority  he  may  possess  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  ;  but  I  desire  it  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  is  pov- 
eriess  under  the  present  system  of  defence,  and  that  the  blood  of  the  slausii- 
tered  women  and  children  ofuhe  frontier  must  fall  on  other  skirts  than  hii 

Your  fellow-citizen, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 


Columbia  County,  Florida,  March  19,  1838, 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  another  horrible  In- 
dian massacre  in  this  county.  On  the  night  of  the  16th,  a  parly  of  Indians 
most  inhumanly  butchered  a  Mr.  George  Gillitto,  his  wife,  and  two  chil- 
dren, and  a  lad,  the  son  of  one  of  his  neighbors,  who  was  there  that  fatal 
night:  in  all,  five.  As  soon  as  information  of  the  deed  reached  us,  we  re- 
paired forthwith  to  the  place  of  slaughter,  and  I,  with  a  small  party  of  citi- 
zens, took  the  trail  and  followed  it  until  we  becamo  satisfied  that  they  had 
full  time  to  reach  a  dismal  swamp  near  the  lines;  we  then  abandoned  the 
pursuit  as  hopeless  for  so  few  men,  and  returned  to  raise  more  men  for  the 
purpose  of  scouring  the  swamp.  We  have  the  promise  of  the  men,  aud 
will  camp  within  40  miles  of  them  to  morrow  night ;  and  on  the  followiDg 
nis:ht  I  hope  to  be  with  them.  If  no  disaster  befall  us,  I  will  guaranty  i 
faithful  account  of  them,  &c.  We  ought  to  have  some  standing  protecfion 
here.  This  way  of  depending  on  the  citizens  to  give  protection  is  quite  a 
poor  protection,  as  it  costs  so  much  trouble  and  time  to  collect  them:  and 
then  such  a  variety  of  excuses,  (fee.  Several  men  have  raised  conipaDiea, 
but  they  are  unwilling  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  frontier  to  be  station- 
ed. I  therefore  hope  that  the  colonel  elect  will  be  fully  advised  on  this 
subject. 

Captain  Cason,  who  will  hand  you  this  letter,  offers  his  services  with  a 
company  ;  and,  so  far  us  I  am  acquainted  with  Captain  Cason  as  an  officer, 
he  has  acted  well,  and  is  reputed  to  be  quite  a  thoroughgoing  officer,  k 
haste, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BROWN. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  March  26, 163& 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I9th  iDstant,coaimuQicr 
ing  the  unpleasant  intelligence  of  the  murder  of  another  family  by  tbeb* 
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dians  in  your  county.  I  shall  immediately  send  an  express  to  General  Jes- 
up,  and  request  him  to  detach  a  force  ior  the  defence  of  your  section  of 
country  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  yon  will  order  Captain  Cason's  company 
into  service,  and  such  other  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  inhabitants  of  your  county,  unless  General  Jesup  should  be 
able  to  send  other  troops.  Those  which  you  may  raise  will  be  continued 
in  service,  either  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  Terri- 
tory. I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  they  will  be  received  into  the  ser- 
▼ice  of  the  United  States  ;  in  which  event,  they  \frill  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  United  States  officer  charged  with  the  command  of  that  district.  I 
shall  send,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  supply  of  corn  to  Fort 
1/Vhite,  for  the  use  of  the  destitute  families  of  your  county  and  those  of 
Alachua. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Colonel  R.  Brown. 


Newnansville,  April  8,  1838. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  here  on  my  way  to  see  General  Eustis,  who  is  charged 
with  the  protection  of  this  frontier,  and  am  sorry  to  inforni  you  of  the 
dreadful  excitement  that  prevails  here.  There  appears  to  be  considerable 
of  Indian  si^ns  in  the  uei^rhborhood,  and  the  families  have  all  nearly  got 
safely  into  this  place.  They  are  in  a  great  state  of  confusion.  General 
Enstis  has  refused  to  receive  them  into  the  Government  service,  they  say  ; 
and  to  enrol  without  the  hope  of  pay  or  rations,  in  their  present  condition, 
seems  impossible.  In  order  to  hold  them  together,  I  have  assured  th(>m  of 
your  power  and  ability  to  give  them  protection,  and  have  advised  Major 
Garrason  to  order  out  his  whole  available  force.  Prom  letters  which  I  have 
read  him  from  the  General,  I  think  my  mission  will  be  unsuccessful ;  and 
unless  we  do  something  for  ourselves,  we  shall  see  worse  days  than  ever. 
We  have  no  regular  force  on  the  lines  to  be  depended  on,  and  but  two 
companies  of  volunteers  ordered  :  one  for  this  frontier,  and  the  other  on 
Duval,  were  all  the  regular  force,  of  Qonsequence,  on  the  lines  established, 
and  where  General  Eustis  remains  in  person.  And  we,  outside  of  all,  are 
left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  merciless  savages ;  while  the  commanding 
i^neral  says  he  can  see  no  call  for  volunteers. 

I  have  become  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  may  unbar  our  own  arms 
ind  hang  on  them  for  protection.  It  may  cost  us  something,  but  much  may 
be  done.  I  therefore  hope  you  will  order  me  into  the  service  with  a  regi- 
ment of  rangers,  which  I  am  certain  can  be  raised  immediately.  Speedy 
ftctio  1  is  necessary,  or  all  is  lost.  A  country  over  which  our  treasure  has 
been  exhausted,  and  on  which  lie  the  last  remains  of  our  families,  must  at 
la>t.  after  so  many  difficulties,  be  abandoned;  and  for  what?  Because  it 
happened  to  be  our  unfortunate  lot  to  be  a  Territory,  These  difficulties 
rather  animate  than  depress  me  ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  ready  to  step  forward 
iiid  ask  the  Government  to  relieve  us  from  the  army,  and  let  us  combat  the 
Indians  alone. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  considerations  of  respect,  your  excellen- 
cy's most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  BROWN, 
Colonel  iWiRegimaU  R  M. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call,  Governor. 
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P.  S. — Information  has  just  reached  me  of  more  murders  in  Colnmb 
couniy.     Two  persons  have  become  victims. 

Yours.  <fcc.,  R.  R 


Tallahassek,  April  13, 183S. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8ih  instant,  and  am  Iroly  cc 
corned  at  the  distressed  situation  of  your  section  of  country.  I  hope  yc 
interview  with  General  Eustis  has  been  productive  of  more  beneficial 
suits  than  you  anticipated,  and  that  he  has  consented  to  receive  into  i 
service  of  the  United  States  a  sufficient  volunteer  tbrce  for  the  protectton 
the  frontier.  If,  however,  he  still  refuses  to  do  so  on  the  receipt  of  d 
and  you  find  the  settlements  in  danger,  you  will  immedtdtely  or^ninn 
a  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants.  K 
will  issign  to  each  company  a  suitable  position,  so  as  to  cover  the  wh 
line  of  your  frontier,  and  keep  the  troops  constantly  and  actively  emplo; 
in  driving  back  the  enemy  and  in  defending  the  settlements.  In  the  ei 
else  of  the  authority  with  which  you  are  hereby  invested,  you  will  uft 
sound  discretion,  and  call  ont  no  larger  force  than  in  your  judgmeni  « 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  defensive  operations.  Should  the  troops  tli 
organized  and  ordered  out  not  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  Unii 
States,  they  will  be  recognised  in  the  service  of  the  Territory;  and  1  w 
endeavor  to  have  them  paid  so  soon  as  funds  can  be  procured  for  that  pi 
pose  by  the  authority  of  the  Legislative  Council.  With  reijrard  to  foraj 
and  subsistence,-  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  provide  either.  There  is  doi 
to  be  purchased  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  exchange  on  New  Orleai 
cannot  be  obtained  here  at  any  premium.  I  hope,  however,  this  stale 
things  will  not  long  continue,  and  that  1  shall  in  a  short  time  be  able  i 
proctire  a  sufficient  amount  to  enable  me  to  send  the  com  I  promised  I 
Fort  White,  for  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Ck)lumhia  and  Alachua.  Wba 
ever  I  can  do  to  sustain  the  brave  defenders  of  the  frontier,  who  have  i 
long  and  so  gallantly  withstood  the  assaults  of  the  enemy,  you  may  be  « 
sured  shall  be  done.  I  will  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  our  Ddegate  i 
Congress ;  and  1  would  recommend  yoti,  by  all  means,  to  draw  up  a  n 
morial  to  Congress,  setting  forth,  in  its  true  light,  the  situation  of  the  coai 
try,  and  ask  for  relief.  L^t  it  be  signed  by  the  people,  and  sent  witboi 
delay  to  our  Delegate.  I  am  invested  with  no  authority  whaterer  from  Ih 
Government  of  the  United  iStates  to  defend  the  country ;  and  whalaver 
may  do  for  that  purpose,  must  be  on  my  own  responsibility  and  that  of  di 
Territory.  I  have  been  compelled  to  raise  men  for  the  defence  of  MiiM 
and  West  Florida,  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  and  to  provide  the  moiNg 
to  pay  them.  I  have  borrowed  and  caused  to  be  paid  to  these  troops  $d&fM 
not  one  cent  of  which  has  been  refunded  by  the  Government  Theqotf 
termaster,  with  every  disposition  to  accomnuxlate  me,  and  to  relieve  ih 
country,  informs  me  that,  under  recent  orders  he  baa  received,  be  will  U 
longer  be  able  to  furnish  express  men  on  my  requisition.  You  will  Ai 
perceive  that  I  am  deprived  of  all  the  necessary  means  of  being  aervic* 
ble ;  ond  the  responsibility  must  rest  upon  those  in  power,  who  turn  add 
ear  to  the  distress  of  the  people. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.CALL 

Colonel  Robert  Brown, 

Commanding  V2.tk  Regvraodt  R  ML 
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Tallahassee,  June  23, 1838. 
Dbar  Sir  :  1  wrote  you  some  time  since,  informing  yon  that  1  had  ship- 
cfto  Port  White  2,0(H)  bushels  of  corn  for  the  nse  of  the  suffering  inhab- 
nts  of  Alochua  and  Columbia,  and  requesting  you,  as  the  senior  officer 

the  niihtia  in  those  two  counties,  to  cause  it  to  be  equally  distributed 
long  those  whom  yon  might  deem  most  in  want,  and  least  able  to  provide 
smselves  with  subsistence.  I  have  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the 
rn  at  its  place  of  destination,  but  have  heard  nothing  from  yoh  with 
fard  to  its  distribution.  You  will  please  give  the  necessary  orders  on 
»  subject,  and  advise  me  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  dispo^sed  of. 
1  have  received  no  report  from  you  with  regard  to  the  nnni^ier  of  men 

your  regiment,  and  tlie length  of  lime  you  may  havedeemed  it  neces- 
-]f  to  contintie  them  in  service.  But,  to  prevent  misundcrstandinsr  on  the 
hject,  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  1  have  aJdress<d 
Major  Garrason,  and  which  you  will  please  consider  as  an  order  dincted 
you  for  the  same  purpose,  if  the  same  state  of  things  exists  in  your 
inty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 

Col.  ROBT.  BitOWNv 

(JafHinanding  \2ih  regkneni  Florida  Militia. 


SuwANEE,  Florida, /i//y  23,  1838. 
>KAR  Sir:  Your  instructions  of  the  23d  ult.  have  just  conse  to  hmd; 
V  iu  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  I  should  have  miormed  you  of  th«  di^p«>sf- 
I  of  Uie  corn  sent  by  you  to  FV)rt  White,  for  the  sufiert* rs  of  Alaeiiua 
Columbia  counties,  long  belora  this,  biK foe  causes  beyond  my  c<HHroK 
iPour  letter  of  instructions  accompanying  the  corn  never  reached  me 
kl  about  three  weeks  after  its  arrival ;  and  2.  The  pressure  ot  biiMiH^sa  on 
Aands,  with  a  gteat  deal  of  bad  health  in  the  time,  and  no  opp<H'tunJtyi 
^rwarduig  letters  to  you.  The  day  I  received  yoiir  le<tier  «>l  inMriic** 
m^  1  directed  my  assistant  quartermaster  to  repair  to  F*ori  White  and 
i^  equal  dititrilHUioii  of  it  among  the  suiEsrers  of  this  two  couutfee^ 
^  the  foUowitig  regulatioriv  via.:  Aged  and  in&vni  men  and  ihm 
A'ics,  widows  and  orphans,  men  and  their  farailica  who  were'  drrrsn 
-~  their  homes  by  the  IiidtaBS,  men  who  were  m  the  l\sfffitorial  service, 
fcheir  families;  prohii^tmg  all  who  bad  slaves  to  suppovt  them,' or  an 
vtunity  of  gfttittg  eisewbenr. 

cme  assistant  qnarier^uaatoiiibasinot  yet  reported  to  mit  hie  fiiifiknefit  of 
orders,  but  aa  soon  as  he- does  1  wiU  foffwaad :  his  ripon  to  your  exeel- 


regard  to  a  repoit  of  the  troops  in  the  Territorial  service^  I  kept' 
^^i*ig  itiy  thinking  I  would  oonse  oo  aad  seeyoo  first,  but  was  prevented 
^«  fnquent  assaults  o£  the  enemy ;  howiever^  a  cocrect  report,  I  believey 
^^^panies  thia  letteCit  As  r^ardathe  linw^  I  saw  na  law  for  taking  them 
^  Itfi0  teitm  iban  four  nwntha^  aokaa  sooner  diaoharged ;  ibt^ywero* 
■"kci  for  that  tiinB|ibiilso«ecoiDpaQie»fatt< short  o^tit.  i  deem'  it 
^ty  mmeeejsaijr  to  aajr  thai  their  tarviota  ivera  valuable  and  could  net 
spoused  with,  bm  jefar  your  asceUaociT!  to  the  axtent  of  fmitieiy  tha^- 


Columbia  Coun*] 
Suwanee  river,  Novi 

Dear  Sir  :  It  again  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  infc 
shocking  Indian  massacre — I  mean  the  murder  of  Mr 
iamily.  Mr.  Tiffins  was  bringing  his  wife  and  two  chilt 
to  see  her  parents,  and,  when  within  a  few  miles  of  her 
fallen  in  with  by  about  seven  Indians,  between  10  o'cl 
o'clock,  M.  He  was  shot  from  his  horse  ;  the  Indians 
capture  of  his  helpless  family,  and  vented  their  savage 
them  on  their  heads  with  their  tomahawks.  Mrs.  l^iifir 
about  forty  hours,  but  did  not  speak  ;  her  skull  was  masli 
She  died  in  the  arms  of  her  father,  Mr.  David  Mizell. 
not  yet  dead,  although  the  skull  of  each  is  fractured  in  i 
tomahawk.  This  melancholy  occurrence  took  place  i 
Monday,  not  far  from  the  Ocean  pond.  We  are  most 
The  Indians  in  the  north  of  us,  on  the  Okefenokee,  an 
the  nation  ;  our  market-road,  leading  from  this  to  any  n 
us,  passes  through  their  "  gangway.^  Wo  are  here,  exp 
fenokee  down  both  sides  of  their  "  passway''  to  the  nati< 
tion  whatever  from  the  army.  If  nothing  can  be  done  1 
to  protect  the  frontier.  1  fear  nothing  will  be  done  at  all ; 

ground  and  suffered  much,  and  have  not  received  evei 
lose  at  a  distance.  The  corn  crops  were  very  eood  h( 
we  have  quite  plenty  of  provisions  ;  and  I  would  respec 
suggest  to  your  excellency  the  propriety  of  ordering  out 
of  militia — one  to  take  post  at  John's  ford,  on  New  rivei 
the  Ocean  pond ;  all  of  which  can  be  subsisted  and  foraj 
which  will  save  much  expense  of  transportation.  These 
moving,  cannot  fail  to  ^ive  quiet  to  a  large  portion  of  o 
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a  company  of  militia,  who  will  continue  to  do  duty  until  I  hear  from  you  ; 
at  which  time  their  term  expires,  unless  they  should  be  continued  in  service 
by  your  excellency.     In  haste, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  BROWN, 
Colonel  i2th  regiment  Florida  Militia. 
Governor  Call. 


SuwANEE  RIVER,  November  24,  1838. 
K         Dear  Sir  :  1  went  on  to  Tallahassee  to  see  you  last  summer,  but  you 
^  had  left  for  Washington  before  1  reached  ;  since  then,  ]  have  not  been  able 
to  hear  whether  you  had  returned  or  not,  otherwise  1  should  have  come 
again  to  see  you  on  the  subject  of  the  service  performed  by  the  militia  of 
this  regiment  during  the  last  spring  and  summer.      These  men  did  much 
hard  service,  and  certainly  deserve  to  be  paid.    The  whole  country  was 
p^  under  their  protection  until  the  last  of  May  or  first  of  June.   The  dragoons 
^  .arrived  about  that  time,  and  then  a  new  field  of  operations  presented 
_   itself,  which  did  not  relieve    them,  but  rather  increased  their    duty — I 
mean  the  extension  of  their  defence  to  the  Okefeiiokee.     I  therefore  desire 
^   uid  earnestly  hope  that  your  excellency  will  recommend  the  Legislature 
^    :o  adopt  some  measures  for  their  payment  in  your  annual  message,  and  I 
^    lave  no  doubt  that  body  will  be  able  to  make  the  arrangement. 
;        I  shall  be  on  in  a  few  days  after  the  liCgislature  meets,  at  which  time  I 
"  lope  to  see  you.    With  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare, 
"^  I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  sincerely, 

ROBT.  BROWN, 
Colonel  i2th  regiment  Florida  Militia. 
^  Governor  Call. 


Tallahassee,  December  9,  1838. 
•Dear  Sir  :  Owing  to  my  absence  from  home,  I  did  not  receive  your  let* 
■»  ■•  of  the  23d  July  and  24th  of  November  until  last  night.  I  have  heard 
^•tla  great  pain  and  n^gret  of  the  murder  by  the  savages  of  Mr.  TiflSns  and 
^■^lily.  This  horrid  butchery  must  be  aven^;  it  appeals  to  every  heart, 
^^<t  should  raise  every  hand.  I  approve  ot  the*  course  you  have  taken. 
■^-  ^^^  company  you  have  ordered  out,  you  will  continue  in  active  service 
•^^il  General  Taylor  shall  have  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
^■^i-nce  of  the  settlements.  1  shall  write  him  immediately  by  express,  and 
^**l  may  rely  with  confidence  on  his  zeal  and  promptitude  in  giving  every 
^  ^^iQCtion  in  his  power  to  the  frontier.  It  will  be  gratifying  to  you,  and  to 
^  fiUowcitizens  in  East  Florida,  to  learn  that,  while  at  Washington,  I  sue* 
d«d  in  making  every  arrangement  with  the  Secretary  of  War  necessary  to 
^mtire  security  and  defence  of  our  frontier  settlers,  who  have  been  so  long 
Med  to  the  ravages  of  a  savage  war.  I  have  recommended  to  him  the 
tnization  of  all  the  frontier  inhabitants  capable  of  bearing  arms — the 
-oaragement  of  all  who  have  abandoned  to  return  to  their  homes.  They 
Co  receive  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  army ;  to  constitute  their  own  de- 


piii«iiip^  |f%/|iiiiaiiuii  I    wiii«^ii     will     I'lai^c    I'lii     citiiuio    iu    u,    < 

beyond  controversy.     I  will  reconiniend  the  payment  oi 

served  in  the  Irontier  defence  durniu  the  last  sumnoer, 

exertions  to  have  them  paid.    I  frhuU  be  very  happy  to  see 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect.    Your  obedic 

Ck)lonel  Robert  Brown. 


Columbia  County,  Florida,  Dect 

DrarSir:   I  addressed  you  on  tli(>  subject  of  our  si 
dated  24th  of  last  month,  and  in  that  letter  I  reconmiem 
one  or  two  companies  for  the  protection  of  our  frontier 
referred  to,  fifteen  dnys  have  passed  away,  and  onr  affairs  a 
every  day.     1  must  now  urge  the  raising  of  at  least  two  er 
militia  for  this  frontier,  to  be  continued  in  service  until 
£:eneral  of  the  army  shall  send  a  force  sufficient  to  give 
citizens  of  this  county;  and  this  course,  if  not  adopted  ir: 
find  much  more  than  half  our  country  depopulated.     T 
Indians  have  become  so  common,  and  of  such  character,  th 
breaking  up  daily,  and  are  only  waitiDff  your  action.     I  mc 
you  will  take  immediate  action,  without  waiting  any  longi 
army.     We  now  have  the  means  in  the  coimty  of  subsisti 
raised ;  and  it  seeais  to  me  that  it  would  be  mndneBS  to 
while  the  Indians  are  murdering,  plunderiufir.,  and  haraa 
and  that  coniinually.    Our  country  has  beea  in  a  fearful  i 
the  last  three  weeks ;  and  what  is  the  proteerion  afi»rded 
None :  only  the  moving  of  a  company  of  dragoons  from  i 
great  importance  to  110,  U»  anodier  of  as  little;  and  this 
complete  protection. 

I  have  long  seen  that  we  must  defend  onrealves,  or 
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Tallahassee,  December  19, 1S38. 

Dear  Sir  :  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lOlh  inst.  I  enclose  you, 
herewith,  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  yours  of  the  24ih  ult.  I  have  not  yet 
heard  from  General  Taylor,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  effective  men 
of  your  county  and  that  of  Alachua  will  be  immediately  organized  and 
received  into  the  service,  on  the  terms  proposed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  have  been  adopted  by  him  in  his  report,  and  recommended  by 
the  President  to  Congress,  as  will  appear  from  the  message  herewith  en- 
closed. General  Taylor,  ere  this,  must  have  received  my  letter ;  and  I  have 
every  confidence  in  his  prompt  action  for  carrying  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment into  execution.  In  the  mean  time,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  adopt 
such  temporary  measures  as  you  may  find  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
inhabitants  of  your  county,  relying  on  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  for  an  approval.  I  need  not  repeat  to  you  an  expression  of 
the  deep  anxiety  I  feel  for  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  frontier  inhabitants, 
who  have  so  long  maintained  their  positions  against  our  savage  enemy ;  and 
it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  same  senti- 
ments are  equally  cherished  by  the  commanding  general,  the  Secretary  of 
liVar,  and  the  Presfdent  of  the  United  States.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to 
give  security  to  the  settlers,  as  well  as  to  bring  this  disastrous  war  to  a  close. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Col.  Robert  Brown,  12/A  Regiment  F,  M. 


R.  K.  CALL. 


Tallahassee,  Deceniber  31, 1838. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  General  Taylor,  in  reply  to  one 
which  1  addressed  to  him  on  tlie  9th  inst., informing  him  of  the  recent  murder 
committed  by  the  Indians  in  your  county,  and  of  the  authority  1  had  given 
you  to  call  a  company  into  service  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements.  The 
General,  so  far  from  recognising  this  company  in  service,  expresses  the  opin- 
ion that,  with  three  companies  of  dragoons,  and  two  companies  of  militia  he 
had  previously  ordered  Colonel  Twiggs  to  receive  into  service,  his  force  will 
be  ample  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  settlements.  This  being  the  view 
taJcen  by  the  General,  the  troops  I  have  authorized  you  to  call  out  will  not  be 
recognised  by  him,  and  will,  therefore,  not  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 
General  Taylor  has  full  authority  from  the  Secretary  to  conduct  the  war  and 
defend  the  country  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  proper ;  and  the  Gov« 
eroment  will  only  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  recommend.  Having  no 
foods  at  my  command  to  pay  and  subsist  troops  called  out  on  my  own 
anthority,  I  should  hold  out  to  them  fiaJse  hopes  of  compensation  were  I  to 
continue  them  in  service  after  I  had  learnecl,  or  been  given  to  understand, 
that  they  will  not  be  recognised  by  the  officers  of  the  Government.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  feel  it  my  auty  to  disband  all  the  troops  of  the  Ter- 
litory  serving  under  my  authority.  You  will,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of 
this,  dismiss  those  of  your  regiment,  unless  they  should  be  received  and 
recognised  in  service  by  some  officer  of  the  Government  having  competent 
authority.  Had  I  the  means  of  paying  and  subsisting  the  militia,  I  would 
at  once  organize  and  order  into  service  all  the  frontier  inhabitants  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements.  But  I  cannot  think  of 
12 
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practising  so  great  a  deception  as  that  of  continuing  men  in  service  unde: 
the  expectation  of  being  paid,  when  I  have  no  means  of  enabling  me  tc 
realize  their  expectction.  I  have  requested  General  Taylor  to  have  yoor 
men  mustered,  and  paid  for  the  time  they  shall  be  in  service.  This  I  hope 
will  be  done  ;  but  should  I  be  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  I  will  en- 
deavor to  procure  pay  through  the  Legislative  Council,  although  1  re^ 
this  almost  as  an  hopeless  effort,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country.  Yon 
will  please  inform  me  of  the  present  state  of  your  frontier,  and  of  the  force 
you  may  have  employed  in  its  defence,  in  order  that  1  may  be  able  to  lay 
the  subject  properly  before  the  Legislative  Council. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Colonel  Robert  Brown, 

Commanding  \2th  Regiment  F.  M. 


Newnansville,  April  II,  1838. 

Dear  Sir  :  Before  I  finished  my  communication  to  you  on  the  9th,  1  wu 
notified  that  a  body  of  Lidians  were  trailed  to  within  one  mile  of  Newnaos- 
ville.  I  immediately  moved  after  them,  yet  without  success.  I  continued 
my  chase  after  them  yesterday,  the  iOtb,  also,  without  being  able  to  attack 
them.  It  was  a  party  that  had  been  in  Columbia  county,  and  killed  aod 
plundered  a  Mr.  Smith  and  his  son.  On  Monday  another  party  killed  BIr. 
Nathaniel  Jones  and  his  son,  on  New  river,  within  about  thirteen  miles  of  this 
place.  That  party  was  pursued  by  Captain  Mills,  as  he  reported  to  me  yes- 
terday, without  success.  The  inhabitants  of  Alachua  county  are  in  great 
confusion  ;  they,  in  most  cases,  are  moving  back  to  Newnansville,  or  some 
other  post.  When  I  returned  yesterday,  every  part  of  the  town  was  full  of 
wagons  and  carts  loaded  with  their  articles  and  families.  What  heart 
would  notpity  the  cases  of  our  citizens — after  being  deprived  of  the  liberty  of 
making  the  two  last  crops ;  and  now,  the  present  year,  when  they  have  all 
rushed  out,  and  in  a  most  unparalleled  manner  endeavored  to  make  up  all 
lost  time — now,  when  they  have  nearly  completed  their  planting;,  to  be  driven 
away  again,  it  is  too  shocking  for  the  mind  to  bear.  I  think  it  dne  to  the 
credit  of  General  Eustis  to  state  to  you  that  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  8tb  iosL, 
and  he  sent  two  companies  of  regulars  under  the  command  of  Major  Dear- 
born, who  g^ot  here  last  evening.  One  of  the  companies  he  has  kindlv  of> 
fered  to  station  here,  which  offer  was  thankfully  received  by  me  and  Che 
citizens  of  Newnansville;  the  other  company  he  expects  to  station  at  Chaikf 
ferry,  on  the  Suwanee  river. 

By  the  advantage  of  this  company  being  stationed  here,  it  will  give  met 
better  opportunity  in  following  the  Indians,  if  my  movements  are  approfd 
by  your  excellency.  I  respectfully  solicit  your  excellency  to  ^ve  an  onkr 
and  advise  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  as  the  citizens  are  m  great  ooa* 
fusion  on  the  subject.  I  trust  your  excellency  will  pardon  any  thing  thil 
may  be  considered  unmilitary  or  exaggerating  in  this  communication,  ai  1 
write  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  three  days'  hard  service. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  consideration  and  respect,  yours,  respectfiiUy, 

J.  GARRASON, 
Major  Wi  regimaU  P.M 

His  ExQelteQcy  R.  K.  Call, 

Qonermr  of  Florida. 
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»  Newnansville,  April  9, 1838. 

If         Sir  :    The  election  in  this  county  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Wna.  J. 

"     Mills  as  colonel,  and  myself  as  ninjor,  with  but  very  little  difficulty  or  dis- 

'     sentjng  votes.     But  there  was  considerable  of  debate  about  the  lieutenant 

^     colonel's  election  ;  and  Colonel  Mills  being  absent  on  business  at  Washing- 

'     ton,  1  immediately,  on  being  notified  of  the  result  of  the  election,  order^ 

•     that  the  battalion  or  regiment  should  be  organized,  which  the  accompany- 

'     ing  copy  of  elections  will  show  to  your  excellency.    My  motive  for  this 

'     communication  to  you  is  to  request  of  your  excellency  that  an  order  might 

issue  from  you  to  enable  this  battalion  to  go  into  the  service  of  the  country, 

with  a  certainty  of  being  paid  for  their  services,  and  to  ration  them  and 

'their  horses,  &c. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  situation  of  our  country  :  It  was  on  the  31st 
of  March  that  it  was  reported  that  a  considerable  body  of  Indians  were 
seen  in  about  half  a  mile  of  Newnansville ;  I  immediately  started  out  with 
fifteen  men  to  ascertain  the  fact,  but  without  success.  On  the  three  first  days 
of  last  week,  it  was  still  certain  that  there  were  scattering  Indians  in  our 
neighborhood;  on  Thursday  morning  Elias  Knight,  Esq.,  saw  one ;  on 
Saturday  I  received  information  of  a  large  body  being  trailed  into  the  San 
Faiaska  hammock;  they  advanced  up  as  high  as  Colonel  Sanchez's planta- 
tion.  On  yesterday,  1  was  out  after  them  with  part  of  Captains  Walker's, 
Ellis's,  and  Hope's  companies,  but  found  no  Indians,  but  plenty  of  signs  ; 
believed  to  be  about  from  thirty  to  fifty  in  number. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  that  these  are  circumstances  that  are  im- 
mediately under  my  eye,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  with  the  many 
circumstances  that  are  in  all  our  county.  I  have  only  mentioned  the  above  ; 
but  should  your  excellency  wish  a  report  of  the  many  depredations  com- 
mitted by  them  in  our  county,  I  will  with  pleasure  submit  it  to  you. 

I  wish,  likewise,  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  our  county  is  in  a  worse 
condition  than  it  has  ever  been,  with  the  exception  of  sickness,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on 
the  different  captains  for  aid  in  putting  down  these  hostilities  if  possible. 
And  I  must  respectfully  solicit  your  excellency's  advice  on  the  subject,  as 
my  orders  will  not  be  obeyed  long,  without  your  approving  the  same.  I 
wish  further  to  state,  that  there  are  no  Government  troops  near  this  place,  and 
that  our  town  is  entirely  unprotected  by  them.  We  have  neither  arms,  ammu- 
nition, nor  any  thing  else,  except  our  private  arms,  and  they  are  generally  in 
bad  order,  occasioned  by  being  supplied  by  the  Government  when  they  were 
in  service.  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to  your  excellency  the  pro- 
priety of  your  issuing  an  order  to  me  to  make  a  requisition  on  the  quarter- 
master, as  also  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  stores  at  Black  creek, 
for  subsistence,  forage,  arms,  and  ammunition  for  the  6th  regiment  Florida 
militia. 

Sir,  from  the  ^7i/a/tonof  our  county  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
have  the  militia  of  this  county  attached  to  that  of  Columbia — that  is,  the  6th 
regiment  attached  to  the  12th— as  there  are  scattering  Indians  in  both  coun- 
ties. Neither  do  I  think  it  advisable  to  have  the  militia  attached  to  the  re- 
gular service,  for  their  movenoents  are  too  slow  for  the  present  service  under 
consideration.  What  I  would  respectfully  submit  is,  that  it  be  done  under 
the  faith  of  the  Territory.  But  as  you  are  Governor  and  commander-iii- 
chief  of  said  Territory,  your  advice  and  orders  will  be  strictly  adhered  to 
and  obeyed  by  me. 


I  278  ]  180 

I  have  now  only  to  request  that  you  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  issue  yoiir 
orders  to  me,  as  it  is  yours  to  order  and  mine  to  obey. 

With  great. consideration  and  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  yonrs,  respectfully, 

J.  GARRASON, 
Major  6M  regiment  F.  M. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call. 

N.  B.  I  wish  -also  to  state,  that  all  the  sustenance  to  the  suffering  inhabit- 
ants has  been  withdrawn  from  this  place  j  the  officers  have  removed  all  the 
public  stores  from  Newnansvilie. 


Tallahassee,  April  15,  1838. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  lltli  instant,  accom- 
panied with  the  election  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  6lh  regiment  of  Flo- 
rida militia,  and  herewith  enclose  you  their  commissions. 

I  have  read  with  deep  regret  the  distressing  accoant  you  have  given  me 
of  the  situation  of  Columbia  and  Alachua  counties  ;  and,  had  I  the  power, 
I  would  most  cheerfully  adopt  the  several  measures  you  have  su^ested  for 
their  defence.  But  the  Government  have  intrusted  the  defence  of  the  froo- 
tier  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  and  have  not  authorized  me, 
or  given  me  the  means  of  doing  any  thing  for  the  protection  of  the  people. 
The  quartermasters  and  commissaries  stationed  in  Elast  Florida,  not  being 
subject  to  my  order,  would  disregard  any  requisition  made  on  them  by  me 
to  supply  troops  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States }  nor  will  the  Got- 
ernment  pay  the  men  ordered  into  service  by  me,  even  to  save  the  womea 
and  children  of  the  frontier  from  inevitable  destruction,  unless  on  the  re- 
quisition of  the  general  commanding  their  own  troops.  This  fact  has  been 
luUy  proven  in  Middle  and  West  Florida,  where  I  have  borrowed  and  paid 
out  to  the  troops  raised  by  me  for  the  defence  ot  the  frontier  $85,000,  no 
part  of  which  has  yet  been  refunded  by  the  General  Government.  I  would, 
therefore,  recommend  you  to  represent  the  situation  of  the  frontier  people 
to  General  Eustis,  who,  1  understand,  is  in  the  immediate  command,  and 
ask  of  him  the  necessary  supplies  and  defence.  From  what  I  have  beeo  in- 
formed of  his  character  as  an  officer,  I  cannot  believe  that  he  will  withhold 
any  thing  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  protection  and  security  to 
the  settlements.  If,  however,  I  am  mistaken  in  this  belief,  and  he  sbonid 
refuse  to  receive  into  service  a  sufficient  volunteer  force  to  co-operate  with 
the  regular  troops  in  defending  the  country  and  driving  back  the  enemy, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  organize  such  a  force  from  your  battaik>n,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Territory,  as  will  give  security  to  the  fh>Dtier  of 
Alachua.  Should  you  be  compelled  to  resort  to  this  measure,  and  the  troops 
thus  raised  are  not  hereaCier  recognised  by  the  Government,  I  will  endeavor  (o 
have  them  paid  so  soon  as  funds  can  be  procured  for  the  purpose,  by  tfaeau> 
thority  of  the  Legislative  Council.  With  regard  to  forage  and  aubsisteooe, 
1  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  the  means  of  furnishing  either.  I  have  beea 
endeavoring  for  some  time  past  to  procure  suitable  funds  to  send  to  Keir 
OrleaQb  for  a  supply  of  corn  for  the  sufiering  inhabitants  of  Alachua  ioi 
Ck>lumbia ;  but,  hitherto,  have  found  it  impossible.  I  ana  io  hopes  of  pio- 
curing  a  small  amount  in  a  short  time,  and,  as  soon  as  practipaUe,  I  will  sod 
a  cargo  of  corn  to  Fort  White.  This  is  all  that  I  have  any  hope  of  acooaiptisb' 
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ing  with  the  means  I  now  possess,  and  the  authority  with  which  I  am  in- 
vested. I  have  represented  the  situation  of  the  country  to  our  Delegate 
in  Congress,  and  have  called  on  him  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  provide 
the  necessary  protection  and  support  for  the  inhabitants  who  have  suffered 
so  long,  and  have  defended  iheir  homes  so  nobly.  Whatever  I  can  do,  you 
may  rest  assured  shall  be  done  for  your  relief. 
Very  respectfully. 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Major  J.  Garrason. 


Newnansville,  June  12,  1838. 

Sir:  Our  county  at  this  time  is  much  relieved  from  the  Indians,  to 
what  it  was  some  time  past ;  but  we  are  not  without  danger.  Ai;reeably  to 
your  communication,  authorizinsf  me  to  raise  a  sufficient  force  from  my 
battalion  to  defend  the  frontier  of  Alachua,  and  an  order  I  had  i&^ued  pre- 
vious  to  my  receiving  the  same,  I  have  kept  the  whole  of  the  battalion  in 
service;  and  I  still  believe  it  to  be  necessary,  although  the  Indians,  at  pres- 
ent, are  beaten  off  from  us.  But  the  reason  of  their  leaving  our  neighbor- 
hood is,  that  we  gave  them  no  rest,  but  were  continually  after  them,  as  long 
as  they  were  in  our  reach. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  excellency  that,  agreeably  to  your  communi* 
cation  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  immediately  went  to  Port  White  to  receive  the 
corn,  but  found  it  in  a  very  bad  condition.  The  corn,  although  a  very 
iTOod  article,  was  put  up  in  damaged  bag^s,  which  caused  a  considerable 
foss  ;  and  I  was  informed  by  the  owner  of  the  boat  that  there  was  a  failure 
in  the  quantity  of  two  hundred  bushels  when  they  received  it;  and  I  think 
there  will  be  a  loss  of  three  hundred  bushels  on  account  of  the  bags — 
making  a  nett  loss  of  five  hundred  bushels. 

I  have  btfen  necessarily  compelled  to  purchase  a  considerable  quantity 
of  corn  and  forage  for  the  horses,  while  in  service,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  and  as  I  am  nearly  run  out  of  funds  by  losses 
by  the  Indian  depredations,  and  many  other  causes,  I  have  to  request  you 
to  inform  me  on  what  plan  I  can  have  the  money  refunded  to  me  again,  as 
I  am  in  great  need  of  it,  to  carry  on  the  service ;  for  forage  and  provisions 
are  very  scarce  and  hard  to  com  5  at  in  this  county,  and  I  feel  desirous  to 
do  all  1  can  to  blose  the  war.  I  should  write  more  particulars,  but  Adju- 
tant Byrd  will  give  you  this  communication,  and  he  is  prepared  to  give 
you  any  information  you  may  require,  as  he  has  been  with  me  in  most 
cases,  and  can  inform  you  verbally. 

Major  Beckham  informs  me  that  he  will  accompany  Adjutant  Byrd  to 
Tallahassee.  He  was  elected  lieutenant  colonel  on  the  9th  instant.  Major 
Beckham  is  a  gentleman  that  deserves  the  promotion  of  his  fellow  citizens 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Alachua  for  his  past  services.  Nothing  would  have 
prevented  his  having  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  but  the  question  not  being 
decided  concerning  the  tie  at  the  last  election. 

If  your  excellency  would  think  proper  to  commission  him,  it  would  give 
satisfaction  to  most  of  the  citizens  and  voters  of  Alachua  county,  although, 
pcrhnps,  not  strictly  within  the  letter  of  the  law.     As  relates  to  myself,  it  will 
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be  left  entirely  with  you  to  decide,  as  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  whai 
your  excellency's  wisdom  decides  and  directs. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  GARRASON 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  June  23,  183S. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and  re- 
gret very  much  to  hear  of  the  loss  on  the  corn  I  caused  to  be  shipped  for 
the  use  of  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Alachua  and  ( /olumbia.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty  this  quantity  (2,000  bushels)  was  procured,  and  1  shall  be 
nnable  to  send  any  additional  supply. 

With  regard  to  the  sum  you  have  paid  for  com  for  the  use  of  the  borses 
in  service,  1  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  1  possess  do  means  by  which  the 
amount  can  be  refunded  to  you.  In  my  last  letter  to  you  on  that  subject, 
I  think  1  stated,  distinctly,  that  I  should  be  unable  to  furnish  either  lora^ 
or  subsistence  for  the  Territorial  troops,  and  authorized  you  to  raise  ao 
many  men  only  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  seitlemeots. 
Not  having  received  a  report  from  you,  I  was  not  apprized,  until  yesterday, 
that  you  considered  your  whole  battalion,  in  the  service  of  the  Territory. 
The  limited  authority  and  means  which  I  possess,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  will  not  justify  me  in  keeping  so  large  a  force  io 
service  longer  than  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  drive  the  Indians  out 
of  the  settlements.  Had  I  the  means  of  supporting  a  Territorial  annVt  I 
should  not  hesitate  in  employing  one  ;  but,  under  existing  circumstances,  I 
should  do  equal  injustice  to  your  battalion,  and  the  rest  of  the  Territory, 
were  I  to  recognise  them  in  service,  and  depend  on  taxation  to  raise  a  fond 
for  their  payment.  The  United  States  are  bound  to  prott-ct  our  citiaens 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians ;  and  it  was  only  in  those  leases  where 
the  Government  neglected  or  refused  to  give  that  protection  that  I  author- 
ized l^erritorial  troops  to  be  raised.  I  am  now  informed  that  Genenl 
Taylor  and  Colonel  Twiggs  are  fully  authorized  to  receive  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  any  number  of  men  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  settlements.  You  will,  therefore,  tender  your  command  to 
them,  and  consider  it  no  longer  in  the  service  of  the  Territory,  unless,  from 
extreme  necessity,  a  subsequent  order  should  be  given  for  that  purpose,  oo 
the  refusal  of  these  officers  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  1 
regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  this  course.  1  duly  appreciate 
the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  Alachua  ;  but  knowing,  as  I  do, 
the  difficulties,  if  not  the  impossibility,  of  procuring  Territorial  funds  for 
their  payment,  I  cannot  think  of  retaining  them  in  service  one  day  k)U2er 
than  absolute  necessity  may  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Oavemar  of  Florida. 

Major  J.  Garrason. 
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•  Tallahassee,  July  31, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received 

I    from  Col.  Dupont,  commanding  the  militia  of  Gadsden  county,  informing  me 

i  of  the  murder  recently  committed  by  the  Indians  on  a  family  within  twenty 
miles  of  this  place,  and  at  a  point  where,  hitherto,  no  danger  has  been  ap- 
prehended ;  and  also  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Major  Dearborn.  The  Indians 
are  now  masters  of  the  country  situated  between  the  Apalachicola  and  Ock- 
lockney  rivers,  and  between  the  seaboard  and  our  settlements,  presenting  an 
area  of  more  than  fifty  miles  in  extent.     Their  numbers  are  not  fully  ascer- 

r  tained;  but  traces  of  fifty  or  sixty  warriors  have  been  discovered,  and  it  is 
believed  they  have  a  much  greater  force.  There  is  no  barrier  to  prevent 
them  from  communicating  with  the  Apalachicola  bands,  with  whom  it  is 
believed  they  have  constant  intercourse ;  and,  unless  they  are  expelled  from 
their  present  position,  I  have  no  doubt  in  a  very  short  time  every  warrior  of 
the  latter  band  will  be  united  with  them  in  hostility  against  us,  and  the 
<:ounties  of  Leon  and  Gadsden,  which  have  until  now  enjoyed  comparative 
tranquillity,  will  exhibit  a  wide  spread  scene  of  ruin  and  devastation.  To 
obviate  these  disasters,  I  promptly  ordered  into  service  three  companies  of 
moi/nted  men,  the  command  of  which,  you  will  perceive,  was  tendered  to 
Major  Dearborn,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  regular  troops, 
and  of  driving  the  enemy  from  our  settlements.  In  reply  to  my  communi- 
cation on  this  subject,  Major  Dearborn  informs  me  that  he  is  positively 
ordered  not  to  receive  mounted  men  into  service,  and  has  made  a  requisi- 
tion on  me  for  two  companies  of  foot.  I  reo^ret  to  inform  you  that  at  this 
season  of  the  year  footmen  cannot  be  raised  in  this  Territory,  without  re- 
sorting to  draughts,  which  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  execute,  and  which, 
under  our  system,  has  been,  and  will  always  be,attended  with  a  delay  which 
must  be  fatal  to  those  whose  safety  depends  on  raisingr  men  by  this  process. 
Our  citizens  are  ready,  almost  with  one  voice,  to  mount  their  horses  and 
march  against  the  enemy ;  but,  without  forage  and  without  subsistence, 
nothing  can  be  accomplished,  and  the  Executive  of  the  Territory  without 
funds  is  unable  to  supply  them.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  will  stop  to  calculate  the  diffljrence  in  expense  between 
mounted  men  and  footmen,  while  the  lives  of  hapless  women  and  children 
are  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  peril,  and  when  their  safety  requires  the 
most  prompt  and  decisive  action.  Delay  must  be  fatal  to  hundreds  of  per* 
sons,  and  thousands  of  private  property.  My  duty  requires  me  to  defend 
both  ;  I  cannot  hesitate  in  the  course  to  be  pursued.  I  shall  order  a  bat- 
talion of  two  hundred  and  fifty  mounted  men  to  take  the  field,  and  pursue 
the  Indians  until  they  shall  have  been  driven  beyond  the  reach  of  annoy- 
ance. 1  tender  you  the  command  of  these  troops,  and  have  to  request  that 
they  may  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  transportation,  arms,  ammunitioni 
forage,  and  sustenance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  Green,  U.  S.  &ih  Infantry, 


Tallahassee,  July  31,  1838. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  communication  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  hand 
to  roe  this  day,  relative  to  the  employment  of  mounted  men  to  operate  against 
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the  hostile  Indians  that  are  at  present  overrunning  the  country,  mnrderiDg 
the  inhabitants,  and  destroying  their  property,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  lo 
your  excellency,  in  reply,  that  Major  Dearborn  informed  me  a  few  days 
since  that  he  had  been  specially  forbidden  to  receive  mounted  men  to  be 
mustered  into  the  service.  The  instructions  which  Major  Dearborn  has 
received  on  this  subject  must  necessarily  govern  me,  as  his  successor  i& 
command  of  these  troops  for  this  section  of  country.  Bein^  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  of  the  necessity  of  employing  a  mounted  force,  I  will  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding  your  communication,  with  the  other  cor. 
respondence  which  accompanied  it,  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Z. Taylor, 
commanding  the  army  in  Florida;  at  the  same  time,  it  will  afford  me  great 
satisfaction  to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to  meet  your  excellency's  views. 
With  regard  to  the  prosecution  of  energetic  measures  against  these  mar. 
derers,  I  am  sensible  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  and  that,  if  they  are  not  sooq 
checked,  the  border  settlements  will  be  laid  in  ashes  and  the  inhabitanti 
murdered. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

J.  GREEN, 


His  Excellency  R.  R.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Lieut.  CoL  6th  Infantry. 


QuiNCY,  Fl.,  Jtdi/  28, 1S3S. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  communication  in  Tallahasseel 
immediately  proceeded  to  Quincy,  where  I  found  the  two  young  men  who 
had  survived  the  attack  upon  their  father's  family.  From  the  mformation 
derived  from  these  young  men,  I  was  induced  to  hope  that  the  girl,  who  was 
stated  to  have  been  killed,  might  possibly  have  escaped  ;  and  upon  which 
supposition  I  found  that  my  fellowciti2sens  had  organized  a  body  of  tweoty- 
five  men,  to  be  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  I  slioukl  arrive  from  Tallahassee. 
Under  this  conviction,  and  with  a  view,  moreover,  lo  pay  the  last  tribute  of 
respect  to  a  murdered  fellow  citizen,  we  started  from  duiucy  at  6  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  and  reached  the  scene  of  murder  at  8  o'clock  next  morning  On 
approaching  we  beheld  a  scene  which  can  scarcely  be  portrayed  to  the  im« 
agination.  The  whole  premises  had  been  reduced  to  ashes  ;  the  domestic 
animals,  such  as  hogs,  dogs,  (Sec,  which  had  all  been  killed,  were  lying 
around  the  smoking  ruins;  and  every  thing  gave  evidence  of  the  most  wan- 
ton cruelty  and  mischief.  Finding  the  signs  very  recent  and  miuoeroas,  I 
immediately  took  measures  to  prevent  a  surprise,  and  ordered  the  spy  piaid 
to  make  the  necessary  search  for  the  bodies  of  the  murdered  victims.  Major 
William  O.  Kenan,  who  had  command  of  the  guard,  soon  returned  ?nthtbe 
intelligence  that  he  had  discovered  the  bodies  of  both  father  and  daughter, 
both  dreadfully  mangled,  particularly  tlie  old  gentleman,  who  had  his 
throat  cut.  After  having  interred  the  bodies  as  decently  as  our  means 
would  admit,  1  commenced  making  such  observations  as  might  be  necessary 
to  guide  us  in  our  future  operations.     The  following  is  the  result. 

We  discovered  the  heads  of  seven  beeves  which  had  been  killed  by  tht 
enemy,  and,  from  the  closest  calculation  which  we  could  noake  while  on  the 
spot,  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  thirty  or  forty  bushels  of  com 
gathered  from  the  field ;  in  addition  to  this  quantity)  they  took  about  twenty 
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bushels  of  old  corn  from  the  crib,  which  they  carried  a  short  distance  and 
shelled,  leaving  the  cobs.  At  the  river  bank,  which  is  a  short  distance  from 
the  house,  I  discovered  four  distinct  landings  where  they  had  loaded  their 
boats.  The  paths  leading  from  the  field  and  house  to  the  river  were  much 
trodden,  and,  from  every  indication  around  the  premises,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  the  number  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been  less  than  fifty  or 
sixty.  One  of  the  young  men  states  that  he  counted  about  fifty  in  one 
ganfir. 

Under  the  existing  circumstances,  and  holding  the  relation  that  1  do  to 
the  citizens  of  this  county,  I  feel  a  weight  of  responsibility  which  renders 
my  situation  far  from  enviable.  After  the  maturest  deliberation  upon  the 
measures  best  to  be  adopted,  I  have  arrived  at  the  following  conclusion,  to 
wit :  that  our  measures  must  be  of  an  ofiensive,  instead  of  a  defensive  char- 
acter; for,  with  an  extent  of  frontier  exceeding  one  hundred  miles,  I  foel 
the  means  at  my  disposal  wholly  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  defence.  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  require  a  much  larger  force  to  give 
protection  to  the  frontier,  acting  upon  the  defensive,  than  it  would  to  enter 
the  enemy's  country  and  drive  him  from  his  fastnesses.  Under  these  con- 
victions, I  have  delayed  taking  any  steps  for  the  present  1  will  endeavor  to 
see  you  early  in  the  week,  at  which  time  I  will  communicate  more  at  large. 
I  am  induced  to  believe  that,  if  the  regular  troops  now  in  the  country  would 
operate  energetically,  they  might  possibly  capture  this  lawless  band,  as  they 
will  no  doubt  concentrate  in  the  vicinity  of  their  late  booty.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  they  may  have  intended  these  provisions  for  a  trip  to  the 
east,  as  they  gave  every  evidence  of  being  well  supplied  with  boats. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

C.  H.  DUPONT, 
Colonel,  commanding  bth  reg,  F,  M. 

R  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida, 


Tallahassee,  July  28,  1839. 

Sir  :  The  distress  and  sufiering  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Florida,  and 
the  danger  and  destitution  to  which  they  are  continually  exposed,  have  in- 
duced me  to  send  a  deputation  from  among  our  most  intelligent  and  respect- 
able citizens  to  confer  with  and  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the  true 
condition  of  this  Territory,  in  the  hope  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to 
avert  in  future  the  evils  and  perils  to  which  we  have  been  so  long  exposed. 
For  this  purpose,  I  have  named  the  Hon.  Thos.  Randall,  the  Hon.  Charles 
Downinof,  General  Thomas  Brown,  Colonel  Georgfe  S.  Hawkins,  Colonel 
H.  W.  Braden,  Colonel  R.  Fitzpatrick,  and  Mr.  William  Brockenborough. 
Most  of  these  gentlemen  have  served  in  the  different  campaigns  and  expedi- 
tions against  the  Indians,  and  have  acquired  much  experience  in  the  war. 
Their  extensive  interests  are  identified  with  the  fate  of  Florida.  They  are 
acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  couTitry  and  the  character  of  the  ene- 
my, and  will  be  able  to  orive  you  much  valuable  information.  I  hope  your 
excellency  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  presenting  them  to  you 
for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  for  the  suggestions  and  remarks  I  shall  venture 
to  make. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  deep  interest  you  have  felt,  and  still  feel,  no  less 
in  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  harassing  war,  than  for  the  safety  and 
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prosperity  of  this  country ;  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  peopk  oi 
Florida  could  have  induced  me  to  intrude  on  your  attention. 

1  have  been  an  anxious  spectator  of  the  passing  events  of  this  war.  1 
have  witnessed  the  heroic  and  manly  struggle  of  the  frontier  settler  to  it- 
fend  his  family  and  his  home  against  the  assaults  of  the  enemy.  Bat  I 
have  seen  house  after  house,  and  family  after  family,  fall  beneath  the  hands 
of  the  savage.  I  have  seen  settlement  after  settlenoent  recede  before  the 
ravages  of  the  infuriated  Seminole,  leaving  behind  them  a  depopulated 
country  and  a  waste  of  smoking  ruins.  Step  by  step  has  the  enemy  ti- 
vanced  on  his  path  of  blood  and  desolation.  He  has  added  hundreds  of 
square  miles,  which  were  once  inhabited  by  an  industrious  and  prosperom 
people,  to  the  silence  and  gloom  of  the  wilderness.  His  desolating  maich 
has  swept  over  the  country  with  the  fury  of  the  whirlwind,  and  hasbrooghi 
the  frontier  within  a  few  miles  of  the  capital.  Thousands  of  private  pio- 
perty  has  been  destroyed,  and  hundreds  of  our  citizens  have  perished.  Emi- 
gration has  been  suspended,  and  our  planting  interests  measurably  w- 
glected.  Such,  sir,  has  been  the  success  of  the  enemy  ;  and  such  is  the 
melancholy  picture  which  this  country  presents,  after  a  war  of  near  foai 
years'  continuance,  in  which  millions  and  millions  of  public  treasure  hare 
been  liberally  expended  to  support  the  armies  operating  in  Florida.  Aod 
what,  sir,  are' the  trophies  and  the  advantages  we  are  permitted  to  dispbj 
against  this  humiliating  catalogue  of  our  losses  and  our  sufferings?  What 
territory  have  we  won  from  the  enemy?  Not  a  square  foot  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  guns  of  our  camps  and  our  fortresses  ;  and  even  now,  the  sol- 
diers, in  passing  from  post  to  post  on  the  roads  by  which  they  are  con- 
nected, are  sometimes  shot  down  by  the  lurking  and  unseen  savages.  No  cit 
izen  on  our  border,  for  the  space  of  three  hundred  miles,  can  leave  his  hou« 
in  pursuit  of  his  daily  avocations,  without  danger  to  his  own  person,  and 
the  more  painful  apprehension  of  finding  his  family  butchered  on  his  retnm. 
Notwithstanding  the  presence  of  a  large  regular  force  on  this  frontier,  with- 
in  the  last  twelve  months  many  of  the  Indians  have  emigrated  with  their 
families  to  Middle  Florida,  where  they  have  built  houses,  cleared  lands,  aud 
cultivated  crops  during  the  present  season.  Their  successful  advance  has 
been  as  steady  and  as  unfaltering  as  the  march  of  time ;  and,  unless  arrested 
in  their  progress,  the  last  house,  and  the  last  inhabitant  of  Florida,  most 
eventually  share  the  fate  of  those  that  have  already  fallen. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  Florida  has  been  reproached  and  most  unjustly  cen- 
sured for  not  defending  herself  against  the  inroads  of  the  savages.    With 
her  sparse  population,  (near  one-half  of  whom  are  slaves,)  scattered  over  a 
vast  extent  of  territory — with  a  frontier  vulnerable  at  every  point  for  the 
distance  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles — without  the  noeaiis  of  procur- 
ing arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions — but  little  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected  of  her.    She  has,  however,  with  her  feeble  force  and  limited 
resources,  ever  been  ready  to  do  her  duty.    She  has  done  much  to  repd 
invasion  and  protect  those  exposed  to  danger ;  and  that  she  has  done  Bt 
more,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  arms,  ammonitioo,  aid 
other  supplies,  which  have  been  frequently  withheld  from  lis  when  vvt 
required,  by  those  who  alone  had  the  power  to  furnish  them.     As  a  proof  <f 
this,  1  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanyinfeor 
respondence  which  I  have,  at  different  times,  held  with  the  officers  wil» 
army  and  of  the  militia  of  Florida  on  this  and  other  subjects  cooiieeiBtf 
with  the  defence  of  the  frontier.    Allow  me  to  say,  sir,  that  I  can 
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nicate  several  instances,  occurring  under  my  own  personal  observation, 
"  where  whole  families  have  been  butchered  by  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of 
the  refusal  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  furnish  from  the  abundant 
public  stores  the  supplies  required  to  support  the  troops  ordered  out  by  me 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  There  are,  however,  some  honorable  in- 
stances  to  the  contrary ;  and,  among  them,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to 
say  that  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green,  Major  Charles  Mapes,  and  Captain 
Heintzelman,  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  I  have  at  all  times  re- 
i   ceived  every  aid  and  assistance  in  their  power  to  give. 

It  is  not  my  desire  to  cast  reflections  upon  any  one,  and  I  shall  offer  no 
I  remark  on  any  part  of  this  correspondence.  It  is  for  you  to  decide  whether 
I  the  measures  I  have  at  different  times  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
I  tier  have  been  properly  regarded ;  whether  the  protection  I  have  recom- 
[  mended  has  been  given  ;  and  whether  much  of  the  suffering  and  destruction 
^  of  human  life  which  has  ensued  might  not  have  been  avoided  by  the  adop- 
B  tion  of  these  suggestions.  There  is  one  fact  unquestionable :  Since  the  1st 
r  of  February  last  more  blood  has  been  shed,  and  more  property  has  been 
.  destroyed,  in  Middle  Florida,  than  there  has  been  during  the  whole  period 
-  of  the  war  beside.  The  enemy  still  hovers  on  our  borders,  threatening 
f  every  frontier  house  with  destruction,  though  there  are  twelve  companies 
P  of  regular  troops  in  summer  quarters  west  of  the  Suwanee  river  and  east  of 
^  the  Wakulla.  I  have  at  this  time  two  companies  of  the  Florida  troops  in 
\^  the  pay  of,  and  subsisted  by,  the  Territory ;  and  I  shall  employ  as  many  more 
^  as  the  limited  resources  of  Florida  will  support,  until  the  enemy  shall  have 
been  driven  beyond  the  reach  of  annoyance  to  the  settlements.  Of  this,  sir, 
^  you  may  be  well  assured  :  Florida  cannot  long  endure  her  present  condi- 

*  tion  :  the  ravages  of  this  war  upon  her  substance  and  the  lives  of  her  peo- 
ple may  justly  be  compared  to  the  devouring  cancer,  which  first  appears 
on  the  exterior  of  the  human  body ;  it  increases  slowly  and  steadily,  but  its 

""'  consummation  is  the  destruction  of  life.  Not  less  certain  must  be  the  re- 
^  suit  of  this  war,  in  the  slaughter  or  expulsion  of  every  while  inhabitant  of 
f  Florida,  unless  more  energetic  and  persevering  measures  are  adopted  for  its 

*  prosecution. 

^  1  shall  aUempt  no  criticism  upon  the  campaigns  of  the  last  two  winters, 
--'  nor  will  I  discuss  the  policy  or  propriety  of  the  truce  lately  entered  into 

*  with  the  Seminole^.  The  former  failed  to  produce  the  desired  result.  The 
latter  has  been  most  treacherously  and  perfidiously  violated  by  the  enemy ; 

^  and  this  exterminating  war  is  now  renewed,  with  all  its  horrors.     The 

fi' untiring  perseverance  of  General  Jesup  and  General  Taylor,  their  zeal, 

J  energy,  and  skill,  entitled  them  to  greater  success  and  higher  distinction 

ti  than  they  have  acquired  in  this  war.     Nor  do  I  believe  other  generals  will 

i  be  more  successful,  acting  on  the  policy  and  plan  heretofore  pursued  by 

'the  Government.     The  great  error,  in  my  opinion,  which  has  been  com- 

i  mitted,  has  been  in  the  shortness  of  the  period  in  which  our  armies  have 

g  held  the  field.    Against  this  policy  I  entered  my  most  earnest  remonstrance 

f  with  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  when  the  army  retired  in  the  spring  of 

H836,  leaving  the  enemy  to  riot  in  the  blood  and  plunder  of  our  people ; 

g  1  then  urged  the  continued  prosecution  of  the  war,  until  its  final  termina- 

g  tion,  without  regard  to  seasons.     Three  years'  experience  has  confirmed 

i^me  in  the  opinion  I  then  entertained ;  and  had  this  policy  been  pursued, 

^  I  doubt  not  the  war  would  long  since  have  been  brought  to  a  successful 
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and  honorable  conclusion,  and  with  less  than  half  the  loss  of  life  and  ex- 
penditure of  treasure  it  Jias  already  cost  the  Government. 

The  army  has  never  remained  long:  enough  in  the  field  to  produce  any 
decisive  result.  These  short  expeditious  of  a  few  months  or  weeks,  re- 
quiring, on  each  occasion,  a  new  outfit  of  transportation  and  supplies,  hare 
had  a  tendency  to  exhaust  the  resources  of  the  Government,  while,  by  their 
failure  to  subdue  the  enemy,  they  have  added  to  his  confidence,  and  coo 
firmed  his  resistance. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  the  warlike  Seminoles,  in  their  native  hammoch. 
are  not  to  be  subdued  in  a  campaign  of  two  or  three  months ;  nor  will  they 
even  be  dispirited  by  such  operations,  when  they  know  that  the  army  ^11 
retire  into  summer  quarters  with  the  first  appearance  of  spring,  leavinj 
them  undisputed  masters  of  the  field.  So  long  as  they  shall  eujoy  Dine 
months  in  the  year  secure  from  pursuit — so  long  as  they  are  permittd 
to  cultivate  their  fields  in  peace,  and  prosecute  this  predatory  warfare 
on  the  frontier  inhabitants  with  impunity,  they  will  continue  to  resist  onr 
power.  The  enemy  has  shown  himself  too  treacherous  for  negotiation. 
The  last  hope  of  subduing  him  by  kindness,  and  closin^r  the  war  by  con- 
ciliatory measures,  must  have  expired  with  the  late  victims  of  his  treach- 
ery and  cruelty.  "  War  to  the  knife" — uncompromising,  exterminating  war— 
is  his  motto  and  his  determination.  If  it  is  to  be  closed  by  the  auccesd 
our  arms,  rely  on  it.  sir,  it  must  be  prosecuted  without  regard  to  seasom 
The  pursuit  of  the  enemy  must  be  persevering  and  continuous,  without 
halt,  truce,  or  parley,  until  he  shall  be  convinced  both  of  our  power  and 
our  unyielding  determination  to  subdue  him.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
believe,  sir,  that  the  end  of  time  will  find  the  Seminoles  a  conquered  peo- 
pie,  unless  there  should  be  a  change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  var. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  present  army  of  the  United  States, 
composed  for  the  most  part  of  officers  and  men  reared  in  a  more  northern 
latitude,  unaccustomed  to  the  burning  sun  of  the  south,  can  prosecute  the 
war  in  Florida  during  the  summer  months  without  much  hazard  and  loss. 
The  experienced  generals  who  command  the  army  are  much  belter  calca- 
lated  than  myself  to  decide  this  question.  But  for  the  people  of  the  sonth 
and  west,  I  am  prepared  to  speak.  There  are  men  in  Florida.  Georgia: 
and  the  neighboring  States,  who,  if  permitted,  will  take  the  field,  and  hold 
it  through  every  vicissitude  and  change  of  season  ;  men  who  will  not  hall 
for  the  summer's  heat  or  winter's  cold,  until  the  enemy  shall  have  been 
finally  conquered.  It  is  such  a  force  as  this,  sir,  that  I  desire  to  see 
imbodied  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war.  And,  if  authorized  to 
do  so,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  I  can  in  a  few  weeks  have  one 
or  two  brigades  ready  for  service.  With  a  view  of  making  a  fair  ex- 
periment with  this  force,  if  approved,  I  would  sug^st  the  propriety  of 
assigning  a  particular  district  for  it  to  operate  in,  where  it  will  be  subject 
alone  to  the  orders  of  its  own  officers,  who  will  be  responsible  for  anf 
failure  of  enterprise  within  its  limits.  This  district  should  embrace  the 
frontier  of  Middle  and  West  Florida,  and  extend  as  far  south  as  the  WithJ^ 
coochie,  and  a  line  due  east  from  its  source  to  the  Atlantic.  In  presenting 
this  plan  of  operation,  I  am  actuated  by  no  unkind  feelings  towards  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  which  has  at  all  times  b^^n  distinguished  fcr 
its  gallantry,  but  by  an  ardent  desire  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  Tcrritorr 
from  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  a  savage  war,  which  has  been  so  !«? 
maintained  on  its  borders.     If,  in  conjunction  with  this  plan  of  operatiasi 
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encouragement  is  given  to  emigration  by  granting  a  bounty  of  land,  and 
allowing  pay  and  rations  to  those  who  will  settle  the  country  and  enrol 
themselves  for  service,  in  a  few  months  there  would  be  a  sufficient  popula- 
tion of  hardy,  enterprising  men,  located  in  the  peninsula,  to  hold  their 
positions  against  the  whole  force  of  the  Indians.  When  this  perfidious  and  . 
savage  people,  who  disregard  all  pledges,  however  solemnly  made,  and  who 
cannot  be  won  by  kindness  and  conciliation,  however  sincerely  proffered, 
shall  see,  instead  of  the  frontier  settlements  giving  way  before  them,  a  white 
population  making  permanent  settlements  in  the  wilderness,  they  will  no 
longer  hope  for  success  in  their  desperate  resistance,  and  will  be  satisfied 
to  emigrate  from  the  country. 

For  the  defence  of  the  frontier  settlements,  allow  me,  sir,  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  plan  I  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  him  on  that  subject,  dated  the  4th  of  October 
last.  Had  this  plan  been  adopted,  I  entertain  the  belief  that  the  present 
settlements  in  Florida  would  not  only  have  been  entirely  free  from  danger, 
but  that  the  line  of  frontier  would  have  been  advanced  far  beyond  its 
present  boundary;  that  the  numerous  plantations  from  which  the  inhabit- 

-  ants  have  been  driven  during  the  war  would  have  been  reoccupied  and 
cultivated  during  the  present  year ;  thus  driving  the  Indians  within  more 
narrow  limits,  and  producing  a  large  quantity  of  corn  for  the  use  of  the 
army  during  the  next  campaign.    Should  you  approve  of  the  plan  then  sug* 

-  gested,  its  execution  may  yet  contribute  greatly  to  the  security  of  the  present 
'-  frontier  inhabitants.    In  a  conversation  held  with  the  Secretary  of  War  on 

-  the  subject,  he  expressed  himself  favorably  disposed  to  this  plan,  and  he 
^  gave  an  order  for  its  partial  execution  ;  but  the  commanding  general  con- 
r*  sidered  the  order  addressed  to  his  discretion,  and  it  was  never  carried  into 
.  execution. 

If  the  suggestions  I  have  ventured  to  make  should  be  deemed  unworthy 
'  of  consideration,  I  hope  they  may  at  least  induce  your  excellency  to  ex- 
:  umine  into  the  present  situation  of  this  Territory,  and  provide  for  its  in- 
:  habitants  a  better  system  of  defence.    If  the  war  raged  only  at  a  distance, 

-  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  our  people  were  secure  from  danger,  we  might, 
.  like  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  look  with  calmness  on  the  scene  of 
;  conflict,  and  leave  the  arms  of  the  nation  to  vindicate  their  own  reputation. 
;  But  while  our  slumbers  are  nightly  broken  by  the  yell  of  the  savages — 
^  while  our  property  is  arrested  from  our  possession,  and  our  wives  and 
.  children  are  perishing  in  the  flames  of  our  own  dwellings — we  can  no  longer 

be  silent.    We  must  invoke  the  constituted  authorities  for  protection  ;  but, 
above  all,  we  ask  that  we  may  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  protecting 
..  ourselves,  and  defending  those  who  are  dearer  than  our  own  existence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  to,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 
His  Excellency  Martin  Van  Buren, 
\  President  of  the  United  States, 


Tallahassee,  August  5,  1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  correspondence 
with  Colonel  William  Davenport,  of  the  United  States  army,  from  which 


this  letter,  the  Colonel  has,  with  much  ingenuity,  made  c 
cuse  for  his  own  conduct;  while  he  has,  in  my  opinion 
merited  censure  and  unbecoming  remarks  on  the  condue 
this  Territory.  A  brief  narration  of  facts  will  place  bot 
light.  On  the  llth  of  February  the  Indians  renewed  th 
frontier  settlements  of  Middle  Florida,  which  were  cont 
intervals  until  about  the  middle  of  March.  So  soon  ai 
then  at  Tampa  Bay,  heard  of  this  unexpected  outbreak  oi 
he  no  doubt  believed  he  had  provided  an  ample  force  for 
ordered  Colonel  Davenport,  with  four  companies  of  the  1 
fantry,  to  proceed,  by  steamboat,  to  St.  Mark's,  where  a  con: 
were  ordered  to  join  him.  These  troops,  with  those  pn 
in  Middle  and  West  Florida,  gave  Colonel  Davenport,  as 
command  consisting  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  companies  of  re, 
arrived  at  St.  Mark's  on  the  5th  or  6th  of  March,  with  the 
the  1st  infantry.  He  was  directed  by  General  Taylor  to 
but,  to  the  best  of  mv  recollection,  he  was  ordered  to  commei 
north  and  west  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  dislodge  the  fug 
West  Florida,  and  drive  the  whole  Indian  force  to  the  west 
On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  March  he  had  a  personal  in 
and  made  me  acquainted  with  his  instructions.  I  then  urj 
argument  I  was  capable  of  making,  to  proceed,  without  < 
Creek  Indians.  I  informed  him  of  the  danger  they  threats 
ments,  by  permitting  them  to  remain  in  the  situation  th( 
oflfered  him  any  number  of  militia  he  mieht  require  to  co-< 
in  the  expedition.  But  the  Colonel  declined  moving  agi 
on  the  ground  that  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  c 
paign.  It  is  true,  as  stated  by  him,  that  Captain  Hutter  I 
the  Creeks  had  expressed  a  willingness  to  emigrate,  pr< 
permitted  to  go  by  land  ;  but  this  was  some  two  months 
have  been  known  to  General  Taylor  at  the  time  he  gave  I 
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me  for  four  companies  of  volunteers,  to  serve  for  twelve  months — two  of 
horse,  and  two  of  foot.  He  speaks  of  the  delay  in  raising  these  troops,  as 
thonsrh  it  had  caused  a  disappointment  in  his  plan  of  operations.  The  os- 
tensible object  of  requiring  these  troops,  as  set  forth  in  his  letter  of  the  2l8t 
of  May,  was  to  dislodge  the  Indians  from  Patterson's  hammock.  He  says, 
"  that  I  might  do  this  with  (he  greatest  certamty,  I  thought  best  to  employ 
in  this  service  men  better  acquainted  with  these  fastnesses  than  the  regular 
soldiers  pretend  to  be.  With  this  object  in  view,  1  called  on  your  excellency 
for  four  companies  of  Florida  volunteers,  to  serve  for  twelve  months,  agree* 
ably  to  a  law  of  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  1  Ith  of  March,"  &c.  Now, 
sir,  the  place  called  Patterson's  hammock  does  not  exceed  eight  or  ten 
miles  square.  It  is  situated  about  40  miles  from  St.  Mark's,  with  a  good 
public  road  leading  from  that  place  almost  within  sight  of  it.  The  com* 
pany  of  dragoons  ordered  from  the  east  to  join  Colonel  Davenport's  com- 
mand must  nave  marched  within  a  few  miles  of  this  hammock,  and  were 
alone  sufficient  to  have  routed  every  Indian  from  it.  And  there  were 
several  other  companies  of  regular  troops  stationed  not  far  distant  from  that 
hammock,  attended  by  experienced  guides,  and  fully  competent  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty.  Before  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Davenport  or  the  re- 
inforcements brought  with  him,  Major  Noel,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Green,  with  his  command,  penetrated  this  hammock ;  and,  but  for  the  wound 
he  received  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his  own  pistol,  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained but  that  he  would  have  driven  out  every  Indian.  One  of  the  mounted 
companies  required  by  Colonel  Davenport  was  raised,  mustered  into  service 
for  twelve  months,  and  about  the  15th  of  April,  in  conjunction  with  another 
company  of  volunteers,  for  six  months.  A  number  of  our  citizens  and  the 
regular  troops  made  a  drive  for  the  Indians  in  this  celebrated  hammock. 
But  the  expedition  had  been  so  long  delayed,  the  Indians  had  abandoned  it. 
On  the  28th  of  April  1  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Davenport,  informing 
me  that  the  second  company  of  mounted^men  ordered  to  be  raised  for  twelve 
months  had  failed  to  rendezvous  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  He  says, 
^'  "  I  conclude  he  (the  captain)  has  not  been  able  to  raise  a  company ;  and  I  am 
\  the  less  concerned  at  it;  as  I  already  have,  in  my  opinion,  as  many  mounted  men 
^  as  the  service  requires  in  this  quarter."  In  the  same  letter,  he  asks  to  be  in* 
^  formed  whether  he  may  any  longer  expect  the  two  foot  companies,  or  either 
<  of  them,  asked  for  in  his  letter  of  the  ilth  of  March.  To  this  letter  I  gave 
^  an  imnoediate  reply ;  and  informed  him,  with  regret,  that  volunteer  footmen  to 
^  serve  for  twelve  months  coukl  not  be  raised  in  this  Territory  at  that  time ; 
''  but  that  as  many  mounted  volunteers  as  he  might  require  could  be  obtained. 
^  I  informed  him  that  footmen  could  only  be  raised  by  drauj^ht,  and  for 
if  four  months,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  and,  if  required, 
^  a  draught  should  be  ordered  to  raise  them.    No  reply  was  made  to  this  until 

*  the  21st  of  May,  when  the  Colonel  seems  to  have  thought  it  necessary,  in 
^  answer  to  my  letter  calling  on  him  to  make  an  expedition  against  the  Creek 

-  Indians,  (who  had  then  recently  committed  a  number  of  murders,)  to  speak 
"■  of  the  delay  and  disappointment  in  not  getting  these  two  companies  of  foot 

-  for  twelve  months :  He  says,  "  I  did  not  expect  you  to  offer  me  horsemen  ;  I 

•  had  not  asked  for  four  months'  men."  In  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  April, 
he  says:  "I  had  flattered  myself,  with  their  aid,  (the  two  companies  of 
foot  asked  for,  for  twelve  months,)  I  could  operate  against  the  fugitive 
Creeks  to  the  west  of  the  Wakulla,  without  too  much  weakening  my  line 
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of  defence."  Now,  if  the  Colonel  had  really  been  in  Mrant  of  troops,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  he  would  not  have  been  so  very  fastidious  in  his  choia 
as  to  refuse  to  receive  mounted  volunteers  for  twelve  months,  or  draughted 
footmen  for  four  months ;  nor  can  1  see  the  necessity  of  raising  men  for 
twelve  months,  when  nine,  at  least,  out  of  the  twelve,  are  to  be  spent  in 
summer  quarters.  In  addition  to  the  large  regular  force  employed  on  this 
frontier  during  the  present  year,  there  have  been  two  companies  of  mounted 
volunteers,  and  a  company  of  draughted  militia  a  part  of  the  time  ;  and  yet  ii 
is  a  fact  well  known,  that  the  Indians  have  built  houses,  cleared  lands,  tnd 
cultivated  crops  west  of  the  Suwanee,  and  the  frontier  of  Middle  Florida  has 
suffered  more  than  it  ever  did  when  defended  alone  by  four  companies  of 
Florida  militia.  The  Colonel  has  thought  it  necessary  to  speak  of  some 
persons  who  fled  from  this  Territory  to  avoid  a  draught ;  and  this  is  now, 
no  doubt,  a  matter  of  record  in  the  War  Department.  When  explained, 
this  «will  not  be  considered  a  matter  of  reproach  against  the  citizens  of 
Florida,  among  whom  there  is  as  much  character,  respectability,  and  spirit. 
as  will  be  found  in  any  part  of  America.  The  laws  of  this  Territory,  how- 
ever, make  aliens  and  transient  persons,  who  have  been  ten  days  previous- 
ly in  the  Territory,  liable  to  draught;  and  it  is  not  at  all  remarkable  that 
such  persons,  having  but  little  to  detain  them  in  the  country,  and  no  per- 
manent residence,  should  leave  the  Territory,  sooner  than  serve  a  campaign 
of  four  months  against  the  Indians,  or  even  to  remain  in  summer  quarters 
that  length  of  time.  It  is  true  that  some  persons  of  this  description  did 
run  away  at  the  time  mentioned  by  Colonel  Davenport;  but  it  has  rarely 
occurred  that  any  citizen  of  the  Territory,  when  draughted  and  required  to  da 
so,  has  not  served  either  by  himself  or  substitute.  In  speakiog  of  Captain 
Byrd's  company  of  draughted  men,  the  colonel  says,  "  of  the  whole  num- 
ber draughted,  very  few  of  them  are  now  in  the  company.''  This  state- 
ment was  also  true,  and  yet  it  was  calculated  to  make  a  false  impressioo; 
for  the  company  was  at  that  time  fifll,  or  very  nearly  so,  though  the  greater 
part  of  the  men  were  substitutes  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  sir,  in  commenting  on  the  letter  of  Colonel 
Davenport  of  the  21st  of  May,  not  with  a  view  of  doiiig  him  injury,  (for  I 
have  no  such  desire,)  but  to  do  justice  to  the  people  of  Florida,  who,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  unjustly  and  illiberally  assailed.  With  regard  to  the 
refusal  of  Colonel  Davenport  to  furnish  the  supplies  I  have  required  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontier,  I  have  nothing  to  say :  the  facts  are  now  befbit 
you,  and  are  submitted  without  a  remark.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  I 
should  inform  you  that  I  have  now  two  companies  of  niounted  men  in  the 
pay  of,  and  subsisted  by,  the  Territory ;  and  that  I  shall  employ  as  many  mora 
as  the  limited  resources  of  the  Territory  can  support,  until  every  fioDtier 
settler  shall  be  relieved  from  danger. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Copies  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  R.  K.  CalCs  letter  of  August:  5thf 
1839,  addressed  to  the  honorable  J.  R.  Poinsett. 

HEADaUARTERS,  St.  MaRK's.  M.  F., 

March  11,  1839. 
Sir  :  Reo:ardingit  as  a  duly  to  use  all  means  in  ray  power  to  give  protec- 
tion to  all  the  frontier  inhabitants,  and  believing  the  aid  of  part  of  them  ne- 
cessary to  enable  me  to  effect  this  end,  so  much  desired  by  all  of  us,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  of  your  excellency  four  companies  of  militia. 

Upon  the  supposition  Uiat  they  can  best  perform  the  service  which  will 
be  required  of  them  by  being  a  part  mounted  and  a  part  on  foot,  1  liave  to 
request  two  companies  of  each,  to  serve  for  one  year  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. 

It  is  desirable  that  they  be  raised,  any  way  you  may  think  best,  as  early 
as  practicable ;  and  when  organized  agreeably  to  law,  (notice  being  given,) 
an  officer  will  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  rendezvous  to  muster  thena 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

WiM.  DAVENPORT, 

Colonel  commanding,^ 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee^  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  March  11,  1839. 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  that  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  visit  St.  Mark's* 
to-morrow,  as  1  had  intended ;  but,  on  refleclio;i,  I  can  find  nothing  mate- 
rial to  add  to  the  suggestions  I  have  already  made  in  my  verbal  communi- 
cations with  you  relative  to  the  defence  of  this  frontier,  which  is  now  ex* 
posed  to  the  greatest  danger,  and  is  suffering  from  the  repeated  and  contin- 
ued attacks  and  depredations  of  the  enemy.  Allow  me  again  to  repeat  niy 
earnest  request  that  one  company  of  the  troops  under  your  command  m^ 
be  stationed  on  or  near  the  St.  Augustine  road,  midway  between  Charles^ 
ferry  and  Sau  Pedro;  one  company  midway  between  San  Pedro  and  the 
Oscilla  ferry  ;  one  company  near  the  natural  bridge  of  the  St.  Mark's ;  one 
company  at  Richardson's,  near  the  head  of  the  Wakulla;  and  one  at  the 
Six-mile  spring,  on  the  railroad.  These,  witli  the  post  already  established, 
should  be  connected  by  a  chain  of  scouts  to  pass  daily  from  post  to  post, 
and  thus  cover  the  whole  line  of  frontier.  In  advance  of  these  posts,  I  pro-' 
pose  to  place  the  volunteer  companies,  now  raising,  which  will  be  tendered 
to  you  for  service.  They  should  be  required  to  scout  the  whole  qountry 
from  the  settlements  to  the  sea  coast,  which  would:  it  is  believed,  give  entire 
protection  to  Middle  Florida. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

Colonel  WxM.  Davenport,  U.  S,  Army. 


Wacissa,  March  22,  1839. 
Dear  Sir  :  Your  excellency's  letter  of  the  20lh  is  at  hand.    You  will 
please  remember 'that  the  company  of  the  1st  infantry  stationed  near  the 
13 
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natbral  bridge,  on  the  St.  Mark's,  was  put  there  by  yoar  particular  desire. 
However,  if  it  is  of  no  service  there,  I  will  use  it  elsewhere,  where  I  bare 
use  for  it.  My  order  to  him  was  to  locate  at  the  place  mentioned  bjr  Ctp- 
tain  Byrd,  if  he  thought  proper,  after  examining  it.  I  presume  he  concluded 
that  it  was  not  a  point  promising  lieulth.  We  have  been  in  active  pursoit 
of  the  Indians  since  the  conflict  with  Powell,  and  I  do  not  yet  despair  o( 
some  success.  We  shall,  at  least,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  drive  them  totfae 
east  of  the  Suwanee  before  they  can  get  rest 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  DAVENPORT, 

Colonel  commanding. 
Governor  R.  K.  Call,  Tallahassee. 


Tallahassee,  March  23, 1839. 
Dear  Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  ihe  11th  insc, 
I  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  raising,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  foor 
•  companies  of  volunteers  (two  of  foot,  and  the  same  number  of  mounted  oieoi 
agreeably  to  your  requisition.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  ooe 
company  of  mounted  men  will  be  ready  at  San  Pedro  to  be  mustered  icio 
service  on  the  25th  instant,  which  I  have  requested  Captain  Griffin,  adju- 
tant general  of  the  aru)y  of  Florida,  to  inspect  and  muster  into  service.  It 
may  require  some  time  to  organize  the  remaining  three  companies,  as  the 
term  for  which  the  law  requires  them  to  be  raised  is  longer  than  men  ire 
generally  willing  to  engage.  As  soon  as  practicable,  however,  they  shill 
be  raised  and  reported  to  you  for  service.  The  company  of  militia  aoder 
-  die  command  of  Captain  Byrd  will  be  ready  for  muster  and  iDq)ection  oa 
Wednesday  next,  at  the  camp,  on  the  road  between  Ma^olia  and  Camp 
Wacissa.  A  part  of  the  men  have  already  been  in  service  some  time.  I 
desire  that  the  company  may  be  mustered  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  to 
them  the  pay  to  which  they  may  be  entitled.  They  were  raised  when  the 
settlements  were  exposed  to  ^reat  danger — two  or  three  at  a  time,  as  they 
were  assembled,  without  waitmg  for  a  systematic  or^nization.  From  the 
conversation  I  have  had  with  you  on  the  subject,  I  have  considered  boch 
this  and  Captain  Rowle'i)  company  already  under  your  command.  The  Ut- 
ter, like  the  former,  was,  from  necessity,  ordered  into  service  before  it  vas 
completed  ;  and,  as  it  has  been  constantly  on  the  scout  in  service,  I  cumoc 
say  whether  it  yet  contair^s  the  requisite  number.  You  will  pletsd  gire 
such  orders  for  its  muster  and  future  service  as  yon  nuiy  thmk  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.K.CAm 
Onv€nwt  oj  FUriU. 
Colonel  Davenport, 

Vni'ed  &t€Ues  army. 


TiLLABASSBB,  JfivV*  23^  iSSSl 

our  letter  of  2 
if^lne  of  xVie  Wv\\^*\\\  ^WVv^^iu  observe :  •«  You  wUl 


DbarSir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  89d  inHaal^  k  iipfr|| 
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ihe  company  of  the  1st  infantry,  stationed  near  the  nntnral  brid^,  on  the 
St.  Mark's,  was  put  there  by  your  particular  desire.  However,  if  it  is  of  no 
service  there,  I  will  use  it  elsewhere,  where  I  have  use  for  it."  Prom  this 
remark,  it  would  seem  that  you  consider  this  company  actually  at  the  place 
where  I  requested  it  to  be  stationed.  Such  is  not  the  case.  I  understand 
4hat  it  is  some  five  or  six  miles  distant  from  the  place  I  recommended.  When 
I  requested  a  company  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  the  natural  bridge  of  the 
St.  Mark's,  it  was  with  a  view  of  having  it  placed  near  enough  to  be  of  some 
service  in  guarding  that  pass,  and  not  with  u  design  of  having  it  placed  som6 
^ve  or  six  miles  off,  and  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  headquarters  of 
another  company,  where  it  would  and  must  bo  entirely  unnecessary,  Subse- 
.quent  to  my  request,  you  informed  me  that  you  had  ordered  this  company  to 
Kichmond,  on  the  St.  Mark's ;  which  I  considered  a  very  s^ood  position.  On 
learning:  that  the  company  had  taken  post  eight  miles  from  that  place,  along- 
side of  Captain  Byrd's  company  of  Florida  militia,  I  communicated  this 
jntelligence  to  you,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  its  presence  was  unne- 
cessary there,  and  not  unnecessary  at  or  near  the  natural  bridge  of  the  St. 
Mark's,  where  I  had  requested  it  to  be  placed.  I  am  thus  particular  in  re- 
j)lying  to  this  part  of  your  letter,  with  rto  other  object  than  to  acquit  myself 
of  the  supposed  inconsistency  of  recommending  a  station  for  the  troops,  and 
^then  immediately  condemning  it  as  unnecessary.  1  wish  it  also  remembered 
Xhat,  in  recommending  a  station  at  the  natural  bridge  and  at  the  Six-mile 
spring  on  the  railroad,  it  was  only  temporary,  until  yon  should  receive  fur- 
ther information  with  regard  to  the  fugitive  Creek  Indians  in  West  Florida. 
As  you  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  send  these  companies  to  a  distance 
until  you  received  this  intelligence,  I  shall  he  truly  grateful  to  hear  that  the 
party  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  who  remained  so  long  depredating  on  this 
.frontier,  has  succeeded  in  routing  and  driving  them  east  of  the  Suwanee. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 
Colonel  William  Davenport, 

United  iStates  army. 


HEADaUARTERS,  FoRT  WaCISSA,  M.  F. 

March  31,  1839, 

Sir  :  I  did  not  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 

'23d  inst.  until  my  arrival  here  yesterday.    1  regret  there  should  be  any 

••difference  of  opinion  between  us  as  regards  the  station  of  that  company  <* 

.the  1st  infantry  on  the  road  from  St.  Mark's  to  Richmond.    It  was  certainly 

my  wish  to  station  it  agreeably  to  your  desire,  and,  I  may  add,  that  I  [regret  Ij 

have  failed  to  do  so.  You  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  inst.,  which  was 

duly  received,  "  that  one  company  of  the  troops  under  your  command  be 

stationed  at  or  near,  the  natural  bridge  of  the  St,  Marks ;"  and  it  was  in 

accordance  with  this  request  the  company  was  ordered  there.    After  every 

thing  belonsfing  to  the  company  was  in  the  wagon,  and  the  company  para* 

ded  to  march,  1  was  visited  by  Captain  Byrd,  who  informed  me  that  he  was 

stationed  at  the  natural  bridge,  and  could  guard  that  pass,  and  that  h« 

thought  I  had  better  send  the  company  to  Richmond.    This  I  mentioned 

to  Captain  Day,  and  told  him  to  look  at  that  point,  and,  if  it  promised  health. 

^o  occupy  it.    I  have  not  seen  the  Captain  since,  but  presume  that  he  did 
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examine  it,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  conld  not  be  a  healthy  place. 
requested  Captain  Byrd  to  go  with  him,  and  show  him  the  posiiioii  he 
thought  he  should  occupy  with  a  hope  to  be  useful.  Some  tliree  hours  af- 
terwards I  met  with  you,  and  acquainted  you  with  the  opinions  of  Capt:\:n 
Byrd.  You  replied  that  he  knew  the  country  better  than  yon,  and  Kich- 
mond  would  probably  be  the  best  position  of  the  two.  By  this  statement 
you  will  see  that  I  never  ordered  a  company  to  take  post  at  Richmond ;  oiA 
if  you  ever  told  me  that  you  wished  one  there,  I  have  forsjotien  it.  Cnp. 
tain  Day  was  ordered  to  take  post  at  or  near  the  natural  bridge*,  hut  wasio'd 
by  me,  at  the  instant  he  was  about  to  move,  that  he  mi<iht  go  as  high  up.  as 
Bichniond,  should  he  think  that  place  more  favorable  to  health,  after  looking 
at  it.  The  interview  1  had  with  Captain  Byrd,  above  referred  to,  was  the 
first  time  I  heard  he  had  a  company  at  the  natural  bridge.  I  may  lurther 
state  to  your  excellency,  that  your  letter  acquainting  me  of  the  time  nod 
place  Captain  13yrd's  company  would  be  ready  to  be  mustered  into  service, 
did  not  reach  me  until  yesterday.  As  Captain  Griffin,  who  waited  on  you, 
was  sent  here  to  perform  that  duty,  I  thought  you  would  liave  given  him 
the  notice.  Tnis  1  mention  by  way  of  an  apology  for  not  havinsr  an  officer 
in  attendance.  To-day  I  sent  an  express  to  Captain  Byrd.  informing  him  that 
I  will  be  at  his  camp  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Tuesday  next,  and  muster  liis 
company  info  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Wishing  further  inforna- 
tion  from  you,  I  shall  visit  Tallahassee  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  d.%ys,  if 
not  prevented  by  some  unforeseen  occurrence.  The  Indians,  as  I  imnice 
you  have  already  heard,  escaped  us.  After  hunting  about  for  several  day?, 
every  trace  of  them  was  lost,  and  all  our  efforts  availed  nothinir. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  TJ.  S,  .4.,  commandvi^. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee^  Florida, 


HEADaUARTERS,  FORT   WacI.SSA, 

April  2S,  1S30. 

Sir:  Captain  Langford  visited  me  at  Fort  Roger  Jones  some  six  days 
since,  and  gave  me  notice  that  he  would  have  a  company  of  mounted  n:ea 
ready  to  be  nmstered  on  Saturday  next,  (yesterday.)  Having  disappointed 
me  on  a  former  occasion,  I  instructed  him  to  march  it  to  Fort  Wacis&u, 
where  it  would  be  received  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Uuiuxl 
States. 

He  has  not  attended,  agreeably  to  his  appointment,  nor  ha^e  I  heard 
from  him  since.  1  conclude  he  has  not  t)een  able  to  raise  a  company ;  and 
I  am  the  less  concerned  at  it,  as  I  already  have,  in  my  opinion,  as  luany 
mounted  mtni  as  the  state  of  the  service  requires  in  tliis  quarter. 

Owing  to  circumstances  beyond  my  control,  I  do  not  expect  service  Irom 
Captain  Koweire;  company,  and  shall  therefore  discharge  it  at  an  early 
day. 

Will  your  excellency  inform  me  whether  I  am  any  longer  to  cxptct  the 
two  companies  of  foot,  or  either  of  them,  asked  for  in  my  reqinsitioQ  of  ibe 
11th  of  March  Inst  ?  With  their  aid,  I  flatter  myself  that  it  would  be  in  mf 
]Kiwer  to  operate  against  the  fugitive  Creeks  to  the  wiest  <fl  the  Wakulli^ 
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without  disturbing  my  liae  of  defence,  so  soon  as  the  Indians  to  the  east 
of  that  river  are  driven  across  the  Suwanee.  Indeed,  I  have  a  strong  be* 
lief  that  they  have  crossed  it  already^  but  1  have  no  positive  assurance 
of  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  liigh  regard,  your  excellency's  verv  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  U,  iS.  arrny,  commanding. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee^  Middle  Florida. 


Tallahasske,  April  28,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  present  date,  desiring  to  be  in- 
formed whether  there  is  a  prospect  of  raising  the  two  companies  of  footmea 
required  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo.  I  regret  to  say  that  volunteers^ 
to  serve  on  foot  for  twelve  months,  cannot  be  raised  in  this  Territory.  Aa 
many  mounted  companies  as  you  may  require  can  be  obtained ;  but  foot- 
men can  only  be  raised  by  draught ;  and  the  longest  time  for  which  they  are 
liable  to  serve,  under  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  is  four  months.  If  required, 
a  drausfht  will  be  ordered  to  organize  such  a  force  as  you  may  deemneces* 
sary  for  the  service. 

With  regard  to  Captain  RowelPs  company,  I  should  regret  exceedingly 
to  seeit  disbanded,  although  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  badly  organized  and 
badly  located.  The  nien  comprising  this  company  are  generally  good 
materials,  and,  under  proper  discipline,  wontd  make  efficient  soldiers  i 
poor  they  are,  and  have  made  sacrifices  to  enter  the  service,  believing  thejr 
would  be  employed  during  the  period  of  six  months.  It  is  now  too  late  for 
them  to  plant,  and,  if  disbanded,  they  will  not  only  be  without  empioymenU 
but  without  the  means  of  living.  I  think  humanity  requires  that  they  should 
be  retained,  and,  by  changing  their  position,  and  placing  them  in  detach- 
ments along  the  frontier,  they  might  be  made  to  perform  valuable  servioew 
I  have  to  request  that  they  may  not  be  disbanded  until  I  shall  have  had  a 
personal  interview  with  you  on  the  subject. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

R.  K.  call: 

Colonel  Davenport. 


Tallahassee,  May  20,  1839. 
Sir  :  It  is  now  more  than  two  years  since  the  fugitive  Creek  Indians, 
-driven  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  invaded  the  western  part  of  this  Terri- 
tory. With  the  exception  of  the  annoyance  they  received  from  our  local 
miliiia,  called  into  service  on  my  responsibility,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1837,  ihey  have  been  permitted  to  remain  in  the  country  which  they  occu* 
pied  by  force,  alnjost  without  interruption,  and  have  committed  murders 
and  robberies  on  the  inhabitants  with  impunity.  Since  their  first  appear* 
ance  in  the  country,  1  have  repeatedly  and  most  urgently  invoked  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  Government  to  employ  an  adequate  force  for  their 
expulsion ;  but,  as  yet,  nothing  efficient  has  been  done.   You  will  recollect 
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how  earnestly  my  solicitntions  were  addressed  to  yoo  on  this  subject,  ioh 
mediately  after  you  assumed  the  command  of  this  district,  in  March  last 
The  imperative  nature  oi  the  measure  which  1  then  recommended  has  bcea 
fully  demonstrated  by  the  recent  depredations  of  this  lawless  band.  A  fcw 
days  since,  near  the  Apalachicola,  four  families  were  robbed,  [their  dwellings^ 
burnt,  and  fourteen  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  number  were  ilosi 
inhumanly  butchered.  These  horrid  outrages  will  be  continued  so  long 
as  the  Indians  are  permitted  to  occupy  their  present  position.  Defensive 
operations  alone  will  not  give  protection  to  the  inhabitants.  The  enemy 
will  not  only  latten  on  the  spoil  of  our  people,  but  they  will  multiply  and 
increase,  under  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Government.  Nothing  short 
of  their  expulsion  or  destruction  will  give  security  to  the  country.  It  is 
believed  that  the  principal  force  of  the  fugitive  Creeks  is  now  between  the 
Apalachicola  and  Ocklockney  rivers,  and  that  this  has  been  their  place  of 
refuge  durmg  the  last  twelve  months.  The  district  of  country  embraced 
between  these  two  rivers,  and  between  the  line  of  settlements  and  the  sea- 
board, is  not  more  than  forty  miles  square.  1  propose  that  an  active  expe- 
dition be  made  in  that  district,  and  that  constant  pursuit  be  given  to  the 
Indians,  until  they  shall  have  been  driven  beyond  the  reach  of  annoyance. 
If  the  rec[ular  troops  and  the  militia  now  under  your  command  are  not 
sufficient  to  enable  you  to  conduct  this  enterprise,  I  will,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay,  furnish  such  additional  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 
Should  you  be  unwilling  to  accept  of  the  troops  I  now  ofler  you,  and  will 
furnish  me  with  the  necessary  transportation  and  supplies,  I  will  guaranty, 
even  during^  the  summer  months,  with  the  Territorial  troops,  the  expulsioa 
or  destructi6n  of  every  Indian  west  of  the  St.  Mark's  river.  I  regret,  ex- 
tremely, the  necessity  of  drawing  a  military  force  from  our  sparse  popula- 
tion at  a  season  of  the  year  when  labor  is  so  much  required  for  cultivation; 
but  I  cannot  bear  the  heart  rending  cries  of  the  women  and  children  who 
are  slaughtered  on  our  borders,  and  I  would  make  any  sacrifice  of  roeu  or 
money  to  give  them  protection.  Could  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  neces- 
sary resources,  I  should  long  since  have  made  the  expedition  I  now  pro» 
pose ;  but*,  without  the  means  of  procuring  subsistence  or  transportation,  t 
am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  you  to  furnish  the  necessary  supply, 
or  to  conduct  an  expedition  against  the  fugitive  Creeks,  with  the  trooja  un- 
der your  command. 

Very  rcspectfullj^, 

R.  K.  CALL 
Col.  Wm.  Davenport, 

United  States  Army. 


HEADaUARTERS,  FORT  LaWSON,  M.  F., 

May  21,  1839. 
Sir  :  1  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  yesterdayj 
date.  Nothing  could  afford  me  more  pleasure  than  to  relieve  jron  from  the 
presence  of  the  fugitive  Creeks,  and  secure  the  inhabitants  from  their  dqire- 
dations.  The  instructions  which  1  brought  with  me  for  my  ifovernnientia 
the  prosecution  of  my  public  duties  here,  which  yoa  saw,  called  my  atfeo* 
tion  particalarly  to  them,  and  you  have  since  been  constantly  advised  of 
every  measure  taken  in  reference  to  them.    Yon  remember  that  they  had 
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signified  a  disposition  to  emigrate,  provided  they  could  be  permitted  to  go 
by  land ;  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green  was  sent  to  St.  Andrew's  bayi 
to  see  what  it  was  necessary  to  do,  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  close.  From  his 
reports  to  me,  it  seems  they  had  abandoned  that  part  of  the  country,  and  I 
was  not  satisfactorily  informed  where  they  had  gone.  The  troops  I  brought 
with  me,  and,  1  believe  I  may  add,  those  serving  here  before  my  arrival, 
were  posted  according  to  your  wish,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  frontier. 
At  this  time,  as  I  was  led  to  suppose,  the  Indians  were  in  Patterson's  ham^ 
mock,  which  is  surrounded  by  settlers,  and  1  considered  it  my  first  duty  to 
dislodge  them.  That  I  might  do  this  with  the  greater  certainty,  I  thought 
it  best  to  employ  in  this  service  men  belter  acquainted  with  these  fastnesses 
than  the  regular  soldiers  pretended  to  be  ;  with  this  object  in  view,  I  called 
on  your  excellency  for  four  companies  of  Florida  volunteers,  to  serve  for 
twelve  months,  agreeably  to  a  law  of  the  Legislative  Council,  on  the  11th 
of  March,  a  few  days  after  my  arrival  in  Middle  Florida,  which  you  told  me, 
in  a  previous  interview,  could  be  supplied  without  difficulty.  This  requisi- 
tion  has  not  been  filled,  yet  I  have  received  all  the  volunteers  or  militia  you 
have  offered  me,  viz:  one  company  for  twelve  months,  one  for  six  months,and 
one  of  draughted  militia  for  four  months,  many  of  whom  are  from  Georgia, 
There  was  a  great  want  of  promptness  in  supplying  them — much  to  be  re-, 
gretted,  as  the  summer  was  so  near  at  hand.  Finding  my  requisition  not 
fikely  to  be  filled,  or,  if  filled,  it  would  be  so  late  I  could  make  no  use  of 
them,  1  addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the  28th  ult.,  inquiring  whether  there 
was  any  prospect  of  getting  the  two  companies  of  foot  I  had  asked  for  on 
the  llth  of  March  last,  and  saying  to  you  that  I  had  flattered  myself,  with 
their  aid,  I  could  operate  against  the  fugitive  Creeks  to  the  west  of  the  Wa- 
kulla, without  too  much  weakening  my  line  of  defence.  In  your  answer, 
of  the  same  date,  which  you  remind  me  is  still  unanswered,  you  say  that 
"  volunteers  for  twelve  months,  to  serve  on  foot,  cannot  be  raised  in  this 
Territory  at  this  time  ;  as  many  mounted  men  as  you  may  require  can  b^ 
obtained."  I  did  not  expect  you  to  oflfer  me  horsemen ;  and  this,  too,  in  re- 
ply to  my  letter,in  which  I  informed  you  that  1  already  had,  in  my  opinion, as 
many  mounted  men  as  the  service  required  in  this  quarter.  You  say  that  foot- 
men can  only  be  raised  by  draught,  and  for  four  months,  agreeably  to  the  law 
of  the  l^erritory ;  and,  if  required,  a  draught  will  be  ordered  for  such  a  force 
as  may  be  needed.  My  not  promptly  replying  to  this,  you  may  attribute  to 
any  thing  but  the  want  of  courtesy  for  you.  In  resorting  to  a  draught,  to  fill 
Captain  Byrd's  company,  two  months  since,  with  all  the  authority,  activity, 
and  zeal  you  have,  it  was  found  difficult  to  get  the  draughted  men  to  serve; 
rather  than  obey  the  draught,  many  of  them  fled  the  country ;  and,  finally,  of 
the  whole  number  draughted,  very  few  of  them  are  now  in  the  company.  The 
people  thus  showing  so  much  reluctance  to  the  service,  I  thought  it  would 
be  very  disajs^reeable  to  you  to  resort  to  a  draught,  except  upon  the  strongest 
and  most  evident  necessity ;  this  I  did  not  conceive  to  exist.  I  had  not  asked  ' 
for  four  months'  men,  and  the  state  of  affairs  at  that  time  did  not  seem  par- 
ticularly to  require  that  I  should  then  ask  for  them.  These  I  offer  you  as 
my  reasons  for  not  answering  with  promptness  your  note  of  the  28th  ult. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  1 9th  inst.  I  apprized  you  of  what  you  had  no  doubt 
previously  heard — that  General  Macomb  had  directed  the  suspension  of  act- 
ive operations,  the  hostile  Indians  having  signified  a  willingness  to  visit 
him  at  Fort  King  ;  and  I  also  told  you  that  our  activity  would  not  be  rc^ 
laxed  along  the  frontier  line  of  settlers.    Being  in  possession  of  this  infer- 
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mntion,  yon  will  readily  perceive  the  impropriety  of  calling  for  more  troopi 
acceptinjf  them,  or  even  actively  operating  with  those  I  have.  Should  I 
lemain  in  command  in  Middle  Florida,  when  the  proper  time  arrives  I  will 
employ  (if  I  can  get  them)  as  many  of  your  troops  as  the  safety  and  interes 
of  Florida  requires.  Indeed,  at  any  time  I  may  discover  thai  more  of  then 
are  needed  than  have  been  called  for,  I  will  forthwith  apply  to  your  excel. 
lency.  It  is  not  seen  that  any  addition  to  the  present  force  is  needed  nor. 
Should  you  differ  from  me  upon  this  point,  and  call  out  troojK.  I  shall  de. 
dine  receiving,  or  furnishino:  them  with  supplies  of  any  kind.  Your  letter 
of  the  20ih  inst.  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  General,  whose  decision  shall  be 
■forwarded  to  you  when  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  U.  S,  Army^  commanding. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


Tallahassee,  May  25,  1S39. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  (he  2lst  instant,  and  regret  to  find  iti 
labored  efibrt  to  vindicate  the  propriety  of  your  own  conduct  by  casting  unjust 
and  nnmeritcd  reproaches  on  the  people  of  this  Territory.  These  are  topics 
which  I  shall  not  discuss  with  you,  but  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  lay  yoar 
letter  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  such  comments  as.it  may  seem  to 
me  to  merit.  Having  refused  to  order  an  expedition  a^^ainst  the  fugitive 
Creek  Indians  encamped  within  the  limits  of  one  of  the  most  populous 
counties  of  this  Territory,  where  you  have  been  officially  informed  that 
they  recently  destroyed  in  one  night  thirteen  women  and  children,  aod 
where  you  have  been  advised  others  are  exposed  to  the  same  fate,  I  shall, 
under  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  proceed  to  organize  a  force  for  their  ex- 
pulsion. I  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  you  seem  to  entertain,  that  the 
fugitive  Creek  Indians,  lurking  on  the  seaboard  of  Middle  nod  West  Flori- 
da, at  a  distance  of  more  than  two  hundred  miles  from  any  portioo  of  the 
country  claimed  by  the  Semiuoles,  are  intended  by  the  Government  to  h? 
included  in  the  proposed  truce  with  the  Indians  of  Florida  located  on  the 
peninsula.  I  shall,  therefore,  use  my  best  elTorts  to  dislodge  them  from  their 
present  position. 

Presuming  that  you  may  not  be  apprized  of  the  authority  I  possess  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  raise  troops  in  case  of  einergencj%  I  onclosp  \*nu 
herewith  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  mc,  and  to  General  Taylor,  on  tliat  subject. 
Under  this  authority,  I  ask  of  you  the  necessary  supplies  for  three  huod.nsd 
men^to  be  ensragcd  in  active  operations  against  the  Creek  Indians. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CAU. 

Colonel  Davenport,  U.  S.  Army. 


HEAoarARTERs,  Port  Roger  Jones,  M.  P., 

May  30, 1S39. 
Sir:  Your  excellency's  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  in  answer  to  mincrf 
the  21st,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge.    I  will  <<  labor  to  Tiiidiciae  dv 
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own  conduct^  whenever  I  find  it  necessary ;  but  yon  are  entirely  mistaken 
if  you  suppose  1  have  for  a  moment  thouo:ht  that  lime  had  arrived ;  when  it 
•does,  I  have  no  idea  wbntever  tliat  I  shall  have  to  vindicate  myself  to  you. 
If  I  had  made  any  misstatements,  I  would  have  supposed  that  you  would 
have  |x)inted  them  out.     This  you  have  not  undertaken,  but  charge  me 
with  "casting  unjust  and  unmerited  reproaches  on  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory."    You  further  add,  "  these  are  topics  which  1  shall  not  discuss  with 
I     you,  but  shall  at  a  proper  time  lay  your  letter  before  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  such  comments  as  it  may  seem  to  me  to  merit."    If  you  will  not  dis- 
s    cuss  them,  why  do  you  allude  to  them  in  your  letter?    You  can  use  my 
letter  as  you  think  best;  the  truth  therein  recorded  will  always  remain  un- 
changed.   The  letter  will  no  doubt  reach  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  a  matter 
3    of  course;  but  you  have  my  full  consent  to  send  it  when  you  please,  and 
■    append  to  it  any  "comments"  which,  in  your  opinion,  it  may  " merit."    If 
I  have  been  so  indiscreet  as  to  cast  *•  unjust  and  unmerited  reproach  upon 
the  people  of  this  Territory,"  I  do  assure  you  it  was  altogether  uninten- 
tional on  my  part ;  and  I  regret  you  have  contented  yourself  with  roundly 
asserting  it,  instead  of  pointing  out  the  case  you  refer  to.    You  know  very 
well  that  any  thing,  whether  labored  or  not,  you  find  in  my  letter,  is  strictly 
^\  4rue;  and,  indeed,  I  do  not  see  that  you  have  contradicted  or  denied  any  part 
^  -of  it.     Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  really  curious  to  know  what  yoa 
^  intend  to  append  to  my  letter  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
,_^  What  I  have  slated  he  will  admit;  and  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  disprove 
-'  any  part  of  it.    Your  comoients  upon  my  letter  no  doubt  I  shall  see  in  due 
^  time,  and  I  shall  then  reply  to  them  if  they  merit  my  attention. 
- ';       The  measure  I  have  taken  for  the  better  protection  of  the  frontier  inhabit- 
^'  ants  of  Gadsden  county  will  not  be  changed  at  present.     The  whole  afiieur 
^  has  been  stated  to  the  General,  and,  if  he  can  discover  what  more  the  crisis 
^  calls  for,  he  can  dir:ect  accordingly.    I  am  not  behind  your  excellency  in 
^  •  regrets  at  the  recent  murders  of  so  many  women  and  children  on  the  Apa- 
■^'  lachicola.    In  your  letter  of  the  20lh  you  say  fourteen  were  killed ;  in  that 

-  to  which  this  is  an  answer  you  say  thirteen.  The  information  upon  which 
^'  I  place  most  reliance  states  the  whole  number  killed  at  seven.     These  ao- 

i  fortunate  families  lived  at  a  very  exposed  point — perhaps  twenty  or  more 
-■  miles  from  anybody  else ;  and  I  hear  that  some  of  them  were  supposed  to 
.V  be  in  the  practice  of  supplying  the  Indians.     Was  not  Smith  the  man  you 

J  wished  me  to  send  a  command  after,  to  examine  his  house  and  bring  him  to 
i  Tallahassee  for  trial  ?  The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  28th  Feb- 
ruary last,  does  not  apply  to  the  subject  of  discussion,  at  the  present  crisis  at 

rr  Je^st.    Two  hundred  of  the  men  he  then  had  in  view  yon  know  were 

—  called  for  and  could  not  be  obtained.  I  have  duly  considered  my  reply  to 
*:.  your  former  letter,  and  I  need  only  say  here,  that  I  shall  adhere  to  it,  and 
r'  decline  furnishing  any  troops  you  may  think  proper  to  call  out  with  sup- 
r>  plies  of  any  kind.     When  you  send  my  first  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

please  also  send  this. 
.;        The  general  order  of  the  tSlh  instant,  declaring  the  war  at  an  end,  will 
be  handed  you  by  Captain  Heintzelman. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  U.  S.^arwy,  commanding 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Oovernor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  M.  P» 
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Headquarters,  Fort  LawsoNi  M.  F^ 

July  14, 1839. 

Sir :  Your  excellency's  letter  of  this  morniDg  has  been  received;  and  it 
grieves  me  to  fiud  by  it  that  the  Indians  are  a^in  in  the  heart  of  the  seek* 
ment,  and  as  hostile  as  ever.  I  will  do  what  I  can  for  the  protection  ot  ihe 
inhabitants,  and  should  be  most  happy  were  I  able  to  meet  their  wants  and 
wishes.  No  exertion  shall  be  spared  to  accomplish  it.  As  their  best  »• 
curity,  however,  I  would  have  the  people  exposed  always  on  the  watch. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  ot)edient  servant, 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  U.  S.  artny^  commanding. 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee,  M.  F. 


Tallahassee,  July  16,  1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  been  informed  that  within  the  last  few  days  fresh  In- 
dian sign  has  been  discovered  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ocklockney  rirer, 
near  Hawey's  mills.  If  convenient,  1  have  to  request  a  scout  may  be  sea 
to  examine  in  that  part  of  the  country.  A  competent  guide  will  be  icuad 
at  the  mills. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

R.  K.  CALL 
Col.  Wm.  Davenport, 

United  Stales  Army. 


HEADaUARTERS,  WEST  OF  THE  SuWANEE, 

Fort  LawsoHj  Jtdy  17, 1839. 
Sir  :  Your  excellency's  letter  of  yesterday  is  just  received,  and  1  haie 
the  l)onor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  thought  it  probable  the  Indians  hid 
abandoned  the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Wakulla.  It  is  iaiportaut  that  the 
truth  upon  this  point  should  be  known,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  tf. 
This,  however,  is  as  much  as  I  can  do  at  this  time. 

Bradley's  company  being  of  no  use  at  present  on  the  Suwanee,  1  bare 
directed  it  to  be  stationed  on  the  Magnolia  road,  as  decidedly  the  best  posi- 
tion to  protect  the  inhabitants  west  of  the  SL  Mark's  river. 
I  am,  sir,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  U,  iS.  army^  commemiing. 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

TaUahasste,  M.  F. 


Tallahabsbb,  Juiy  17, 1839. 
Sir:  The  destruction  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Chaires  by  the  IndiaDiai 
the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  within  eight  miles  of  this  place,  has  ooofinDfl' 
me  in  the  belief  I  have  ever  entertained,  that  the  truce  with  the ,"— ="^ 
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would  result  in  the  renewal  of  the  war  with  all  its  horrors.  This  fatal  out- 
rage, committed  in  the  heart  of  one  of  the  most  populous  counties  of  the 
Territory,  has  occasioned  much  excitement  amon?  the  planters,  who  enter- 
tain just  apprehension  of  danger  to  their  families  and  their  estates.  Toi* 
restore  tranquillity  and  insure  protection,  I  have  ordered  one  hundred  mount- 
ed men  to  be  raised  in  this  county,  as  a  guard  for  the  frontier.  These 
troops  are  expected  to  assemble  at  this  place  on  Saturday,  the  20th  instant  ;- 
at  which  time  I  have  to  request  that  they  may  be  furnished  from  the  stores- 
of  the  Government  with  the  necessary  articles  of  supphes,  to  enable  them 
to  perform  the  services  so  essential  to  the  security  of  the  county.  Until  a 
more  permanent  force  could  be  organized,  I  ordered  a  small  company  of 
mounted  volunteers  to  take  post  at  or  near  Captain  Byrd's,  on  the  Magnolia 
road,  where  they  are  now  stationed,  and  from  whence  they  furnish  guards 
to  the  houses  most  exposed,  every  ni^ht.  I  have  further  to  request  that  they 
may  be  supplied  with  subsistence  and  forage  for  a  few  days,  when  they  will 
be  relieved  by  the  troops  now  preparing  for  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 

Colonel  William  Davenport,   * 

United  States  Army, 


I  Headquarters,  west  of  the  Suwanek, 

Fort  Lawsou,  July  18,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  excellency's  letter  of  tlie 

17lh  instant,  askingr  for  supplies  for  your  troops,  and  to  inform  you  that 

my  reply  is  the  same  I  have  heretofore  given  you  upon  the  same  subject ; 

and  it  will  remain  unchanged  while  1  command  the  troops  operating  in 

1  Middle  Florida.    Should  this  decision  meet  the  disapprobation  of  the  Gene- 

f,  ral  or  the  Government,  it  is  in  the  power  of  either  to  have  me  superseded 

\^  in  the  command.     My  reason  for  this  determination,  to  wliich  1  shall  ad» 

\  here,  arises  principally  from  the  belief  that  embarrassments  will  ensue^ 

"'  hurtful,  if  not  destructive,  to  the  public  good,  if  ihe  same  staff  should  be 

subject  to  two  different  and  distinct  authorities  at  the  same  time.    Neithec 

'^  of  us  could  form  uny  plan  with  the  necessary  confidence  depending  upoa 

.  their  agency. 

''  The  period  of  the  expiration  of  the  truce  having  arrived,  and  we  having 
^  evidence  that  the  Indians  are  still  in  Middle  Florida,  I  will  receive  into^ 
'  the  service  of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred  men  you  are  now  raisinji; 
f  in  Tallahassee.  Should  you  accede  to  this  proposition,  1  will  appoint  aa 
officer  to  muster  them  into  the  service  at  any  time  your  excellency  ina]^ 
designate. 

Ten  days'  supply  of  provisions  were  sent  to  Byrd's  plantation  for  thirty* 
five  men  a  few  days  since.    Nothing  more  will  be  sent. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DAVENPORT, 
Colonel  U,  S.  Army^  commanding. 
His  EbLcellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee,  Middle  Florida^ 
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Tallahassee,  July  22, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant.  Your  very  positire 
and  peremptory  refusal  to  furnish,  from  the  abundant  stores  of  the  Govern, 
ment,  the  supplies  I  have  requested  for  troops  I  have  ordered  to  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  renders  all  further  discussion  on  the  subjet:: 
unnecessary.  I  cannot,  however,  assent  to  the  propriety  of  the  reason  yon 
have  assigned  for  that  refusal.  I  a^'ked  you  for  supplies  to  enable  ine  to 
defend  the  frontier  settlements  recendy  assailed,  and  still  exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  the  enemy.  I  did  not  request  you  to  place  my  staff  subject  to 
my  orders,  for  1  have  no  desire  to  exercise  the  least  cootrol  over  any  one  d 
its  members  ;  nor  could  your  order,  (if  given,)  directing  them  to  supply  mi 
troops  while  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  by  any  just  ioterencc 
subject  them  to  my  authority. 

1  shall  decline  having  these  troops  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Uni 
ted  States  until  I  nm  well  assured  that  they  will  be  promptly  and  effieieotli 
employed  in  expelling  the  Indians  from  Middle  Florida,  where  they  bau 
been  permitted  to  remain  with  their  families  during  the  present  season, 
building  houses  and  cultivating  crops,  while  they  have  covered  the  frontier 
with  blood  and  carnage. 

I  shall  nevertheless  endeavor  to  comply  with  any  requisition  you  nuf 
make  on  me  for  a  militia  force,  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  Presh 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  Florida. 

Col,  Wm.  Da\T5NP0RT, 

Uhited  States  Army. 


HEADaUARTERS    OF    THE    ArMT, 

Washington^  Aug^ist  21, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your,  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,*  on  the  subject  of  that  part  of  my  annual  report  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  last  year,  which  gives  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the 
army  in  Florida  against  the  Seminoles,  especially  in  reference  to  the  afbir 
of  the*  Withlacoochie ;  in  which  report,  you  think  that  injustice  has  been 
done  to  the  Florida  volunteers  then  under  your  command. 

The  report  to  which  you  allude  was  biased  on  the  official  informatioii 
which  had  been  received  by  me  ;  and  had  I  been  furnished  with  so  detailed 
a  statement  of  the  afiair  of  the  31st  December,  1835,  with  the  ezplanatioDS, 
as  that  which  you  now  present  in  the  communication  above  .referred  to,il 
would  have  afforded  me  tne  greatest  satisfaction  to  have  reiterated  tbepraiK 
you  bestow  on  the  Florida  volunteers  who  followed  yon  on  that  occasion  id 
the  banks  of  the  Withlacoochie.  It  was  far  from  any  intention  ou  my  part 
to  do  injustice  to  the  patriotic  volunteers  who  so  promptly  rallied  under 
your  standard  on  the  signal  of  danger ;  but,  as  bemre  observed.  I  bad  no 
ireans  of  stating  why  they  did  not  cross  the  river  at  the  moment  of  attirt 
on  the  regulars,  who  were  in  position  on  its  opposite  bank.  I  will  cao« 
your  communication  to  be  put  on  file  in  the  Adjutant  General's  oftod^vA 
besides,  with  this  letter,  give  it  publicity  through  the  pnbKc  priots,  that  dv 

•  For  letter  of  Governor  Call  to  Major  General  Macomb,  of  Aagaat  3, 1837,  see  pafs  <** 

1*8> 
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world. may,  by  means  of  your  statement,  be  made  more  fully  acquainted 
with  the  part  the  Florida  volunteers  took  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilhlacoochie. 
With  respectful  considerations,  lam,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALRX.  MACOMB, 
Major  General,  commanding  in  chUf. 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida, 


HEADaUARTERS  OF  THE  ArMY, 

Fort  Heileman,  Garey^s  Ferry,  Fa.,  April  13,  1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that,  by  order  of  the 
War  Department,  I  have  come  to  Florida  with  a  view  to  examin*^  into  the 
state  of  the  milit;iry  concerns  in  the  Territory,  and  to  bring,  if  possible,  the 
war  to  a  close;  and,  especially,  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhahiianls  who 
are  most  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Indians.     It  was,  at  firsr,  my  in- 
tention to  have  crossed  the  country  to  Tallahassee,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sulting with  your  excellency,  and  other  distinguished  and  inielligent  indi- 
viduals in  your  neighborhood,  as  to  the  means  most  proper  to  be  pursued; 
but,  meeting  with  General  Taylor  at  this  place  on  my  arrival,  and  finding 
that  he  was  making  his  arrangements  for  covering  the  exposed  settlements 
between  this  and  Tallahassee,  I  determined  to  visit  the  posts  on  the  St. 
John's,  but,  before  setting  out,  ordered  runners  to  be  sent  to  the  Indians, 
with  an  invitation  to  meet  me  at  Fort  King  on  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
if  they  were  inclined  to  come  in  ;  hoping  that,  by  an  interview  witli  them, 
a  communication  might  be  opened  with  the  principal  chi»ifs,  and  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  brought  about,  on  condition  of  their  retiring  below  Pease 
creek  until  they  could  have  time  to  consider  their  real  situation,  and  see 
the  advantages  which  would  result  to  them  by  conforming  to  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty  of  Payne*s  Landing,  under  a  hberal  construction  of  that 
instrument.     I  am  happy  to  find  so  patriotic  a  spirit  among  the  citizens  of 
this  frontier  as  is  evinced  in  this  quarter.     One  company  of  militia,  to  be 
discharged  on  the  ISth  instant,  having  completed  its  engagenv  nt,  has  al- 
ready intimated  ns  wish  to  continue  in  service,  and  it  will  be  received 
accordingly.    Two  other  companies,  from  the  borders  of  Georgia  and  this 
[  Territory,  have  made  a  tender  of  their  services ;  but,  wishing  to  f^ee  Colonel 
Warren,  who  has  had  much  experience  in  raising  and  commanding  the 
!  militia  which  has  heretofore  turned  out  in  defence  of  this  Territ<  ry,  1  have 
( deferred  doing  any  thing  until  he  calls  at  headquarters,  expecting  to  .see 
I  Jiim  every  moment.     I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  raise  a  corps  of  militia 
I  sufficiently  extensive  to  cover  all  the  exposed  settlements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  Genei^alj  commanding'  in  chief. 
His  Excellency  R  K.  Call, 

Governor  oJ[  Florida, 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  Colonel  VVarrin,  who  has 
lindertaken  to  raise  seven  companies.  There  is  every  prospiict  oi  getting 
t^U  the  militia  required,  in  the  course  of  fifteen  days. 
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Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  thi 
inif  me  of  the  object  of  your  mission  to  Flo 
to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you,  in  oi 
measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  future  defe 
Teturn  to  Tallahassee  in  a  few  days,  and  will 
4ime  and  place  as  you  may  designate, 

Veryj*espectfully,  your  obec 

Major  General  Macomb. 


Headqua 
Fori 

Si  a  :  Having  met  the  Seminole  Indians  ii 
bly  to  invitation,  and  concluded  a  peace  wit 
issue  a  general  order  autiouncing  the  fact, 
lionor  to  transmit,  herewitli,  for  your  satis 
hope  the  arrangement  may  meet  with  your 
the  Indians  arc  at  present  dispersed  in  smal 
>)efore  they  shall  all  be  made  acquainted  v 
into;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that,  ere  long,  al 
:Settl(jmout3  to  the  district  assigned  to  them  b 
I  huve  (he  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Major  Gen 
To  His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


QVARTERMASTE 

Wasi 

Grngral  :  Your  letter  to  the  Secretary 
ultimo,  was  yesterday  referied,  through  the  ^ 
and  I  have  to  day  required  for  you  a  remitti 
to  replace  the  sum  which  you  aavanced  on  i 
in  Florida. 

Your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  to  the  Secrc 
to  me.  l^he  moment  I  can  spare  an  officer 
be  adopted  to  adjust  all  the  claims  against  th 
out  of  the  operations  against  the  Seminole  1 
mit.  Should  Colonel  Gadsden  return  in  tir 
charging  him  with  the  settlement  of  a  por 
dainls,  provided  he  consent  to  act. 

I  am,  General,  most  respectfully,  your  obe 


His  Excellency  Richard  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tatlahasseef  1 
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Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washiuglon  City^  May  17,  1836. 
General:  Your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  has 
)een  referred  to  this  office. 

Captain  Shannon  has  been  directed  to  collect  and  pay,  as  far  as  existing 
aws  will  permit,  all  claims  against  this  department  in  Florida,  arising  out 
)f  the  operations  against  the  Seminole  Indians.     I  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  this  day  sent  to  him ;  and  am.  General, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.JESUP, 

Quartermaster  General. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallaliassee^  Fa. 


[Copy  referred  to  in  ihc  preceding  leltor.] 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  May  17, 1836. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  immediate  measures  to  collect  all  claims  against  the 
lepartmenr,  connected  with  the  recent  operations  in  Florida,  for  services, 
neans  of  transportation,  or  supplies  rendered  or  furnished  by  citizens  of  the 
Territory.  Such  as  can  be  paid  under  existing  laws,  must  be  paid  with  as 
ittle  delay  as  possible.  The  classes  of  claims  which  can  be  legally  paid, 
ore,  those  for  subsistence,  means  of  transportation,  hire  or  charter  of  vessels, 
x>mpensation  to  expresses,  expense  of  carrying  letters,  blankets,  clothing, 
nedicines,  hospital  stores,  tools,  knapsacks,  drums,  arms,  ammunition,  flints, 
ttationery,  fuel,  drayage,  wharfage,  clerk-hire,  compensation  to  conductors 
>f  stores,  storage  ot  public  property,  and  for  all  other  articles,  means,  or 
lervices,  usually  provided  or  paid  for  through  this  department.  In  your 
payments  you  will  require  che  proper  evidence  to  sustain  each  claim,  with- 
Hit  insisting  on  the  strict  observance  of  form ;  and  you  will  furnish  the 
>aymasters  appointed  to  pay  the  troops  with  lists  of  all  articles  for  which 
the  militia  and  volunteers  should  be  held  individually  accountable,  in  order 
that  the  proper  charges  be  made  against  them. 

You  will  confer  with  Governor  Call  on  the  subject  of  your  duties,  who 
vill,  I  am  sure,  afford  you  every  assistance  in  his  power. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  such  clerks  or  other  agents  as  you  may 
End  necemary  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  your  duties. 

Should  any  claims  be  submitted  which  you  may  consider  either  as  not  suf- 
Sciently  vouched,  or  of  doubtful  pronriety,  you  will,  after  collecting  all  the 
mdence  within  your  command  applicable  to  the  respective  cases,  submit 
hem  for  decision  to  this  office. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  J  ESUP, 

Quartermaster  General. 

Captain  Samuel  Shannon, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Pemacolm^  Fa. 


M'MJor  and  Assistant  C 
{Assigned  to  Quar/ermaster  Gt 
llis  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 


[  C(  py  referred  Jo  in  ibe  precediDg  letter.  J 

Quartermaster  General' 
Washington  Ciiy^ 

Sir:  Governor  Call,  of  Florida,  will  probably  call 
have  command  of,  a  considerable  body  of  troops  for  the 
stttlenients  in  Florida,  &c.,  and  for  operations  ngainst  tl 
other  Indians.  Yon  will,  therefore,  immediately  report  t 
and  yon  will  make  the  expenditures  connected  w  iih  the  t 
tions,  atid  do  all  other  duties  that  may  b'i  reqnired  of  yo 
only  procure  such  snpplies,  the  furnishinc^  of  which  prop 
the  qiiartern.^astcr's  department,  bnt  yon  will  furnish  subs 
supplies. 

Yon  are  authorized  to  employ  every  kind  of  assistan( 
necessary  in  the  performance  of  your  duties — such  as  clei 
ductors  of  stores,  storekeepers,  (fcc,  &.c.  Keep  this  offit 
formed  of  your  operations  and  proceedings;  and  let  your 
to  funds,  he  known  in  time  for  remittances. 

There  will,  in  all  probability,  bo  sundry  s:tcamlK>nts  arm* 
ChatJahoo<*liie  and  the  Apalachicola ;  and  you  will,  ther 
with  Mnjor  General  Jesnp.  who  has  been  assigned  to  comr 
operate  atr.iinst  the  Creek  Indians.  The  General  directed 
to  old  Fi>rt  Gaines,  where,  or  near  there,  a  depot  will  be 
suf»plics  haviiitr  been  ordered  from  New  Orleans  to  that  pU 
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Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  June  13,  1836. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  reference  to  fraudulent  claims  on  the  public,  has  been  referred  to  this 
office.  The  information  will  be  attended  to,  should  any  claims  be  presented 
here  for  liquidation.  A  copy  of  the  letter  is  sent  to  Captain  Shannon,  at 
Tallahassee. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  P.  HUNT, 
Major  evd  Assistant  Qnartermtzster, 
(assigned  to  Quartermaster  GeneraVs  duties.) 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Uall, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fa. 


Quartermaster  General'*  Office, 

Washington  Cily,  June  23,  1836. 

Sir:  On  examininsr  the  accounts  of  Colonel  James  Gadsden,  quarter- 
master general  of  Florida,  for  expend iiu res  connected  with  the  operations 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  it  is  perceived  that  he  turned  over  several 
sums  of  money  to  officers  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  which  such  offi- 
cers have,  til  us  far,  rendered  no  accounts  showing  the  manner  in  which  the 
funds  have  been  applied,  viz  : 

Willis  Alston,  assistant  quartermaster,  February  8,  $600;  February  26, 
$1,000:  making  $i,600. 

John  G.  Putnam,  assistant  quartermaster,  February  28,  $1,000. 

Colonel  Gadsden  stales  in  the  memorandum  of  these  advances,  thus: 
"  x\dvances  made  Assistant  (iuartcrmasters  Willis  Alston  and  J.  G.  Putnam, 
by  order  of  Governor  f]aton." 

The  Colonel  also  turned  over  to  K.  J.  Wood,  assistant  quartermaster,  oa 
the  25th  of  February,  §166  5S,  no  accounts  for  which  have  been  rendered. 
Governor  Eaton  ordered,  in  those  words:  "You  will  advance  to  Assistant 
Quartermaster  Wood  the  sum  which  may  bo  necessary  to  liquidate  some 
oiitstatiding  accounts  against  the  Government  at  Apalacliicola."  And,  in 
a  note  on  the  voucher.  Colonel  Gadsden  states:  "The  above  was  the 
oonount  reported  to  me  as  necessary  by  Quartermaster  Wood." 

Colonel  Gadsden  turned  over,  on  the  3d  of  February,  to  George  S.  Haw- 
kins S200;  the  order  for  which,  by  Governor  Eaton,  is  as  follows:  "Colo- 
uel  Hawkins,  one  of  my  staff,  is  ordered  into  Georgia  to  see  General  Scott, 
and  to  receive  any  orders  he  may  desire  to  give,  and  to  explain  what  is  doing 
here.  You  will  advance  to  him,  on  his  receipt,  what  may  be  necessary  to 
defray  his  expenses."  The  receipt  is  for  the  two  hundred  dollars,  for  (he 
accomplishment  of  said  object.  The  manner  in  which  the  money  was  ex- 
pended should  be  shown  by  Colonel  Hawkins. 

The  object  in  sriving  you  this  information  is,  that  the  officers  who  have 
received  the  public  funds  may  be  required  by  you  to  render  their  accounts 
to  this  office  for  examination  and  transmission  to  the  Treasury  for  settle* 
lueot 

jOaptain  Shannon,  assistant  qnartermaster  of  the  army,  is  no  doubt  at  TaU 
iahassec;  and,  if  the  officers  will  consult  him,  he  can  advise  theiu  of  the  mau* 
14 
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ner  in  which  the  accounts  should  be  rendered,  in  order  to  prevent  delay  in 
their  settlement. 

It  is  observed  that,  in  the  account  of  J.  N.  C.  Stockton,  for  charter  of  steamer 
Eclipse,  there  is  an  entry  in  these  words :  "Deduct  twenty  days'  service oi 
above  boat,  for  which  Mr.  Stockton  contends  under  his  construction  of  the 
charter,  and  which  must  he  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War."    As  there 
is  nothing  with  the  Colonel's  accounts  to  show  the  jprouuds  upon  which 
Mr.  Stockton  rests  his  construction,  or  for  the  claim  which  naay  hereafter    , 
be  made  for  the  amount  deducted,  permit  me  to  request,  if  yon  hare  anr    i 
information  on  the  subject,  or  can  obtain  it,  that  you  will  cause  it  to  be    j 
transmitted  to  this  office,  to  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  shoald  acf    j 
claim  be  hereafter  presented  to  hinL 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  F.  HUNT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^ 
(assigned  to  Quartcrtnaster  Generals  duties.) 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Qovernor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Pa.  j 


Quartermaster  Genbral^s  Office, 

Washington  City,  October  6,  IS36. 

Sir  :  The  receipt  to  you  of  H.  D.  Baldwin,  quartermaster  general  of  Flo- 
rida, for  $9,183,  has  this  day  been  transmitted  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  passed  lo  your  credit. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  CROSS, 
Major,  acting  Quartermaster  Creneral 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee^  FVi. 


Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washiftglonf  January  3, 183& 

Sir  :  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1  Ith  ultimo,  io 
relation  to  the  adjustment  of  outstanding  claims  of  the  citizens  of  West 
Florida  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  militia  and  volunteers  employed tlieic 
during  the  last  summer  and  fall,  under  your  direction. 

You  are  doubtless '  aware  that  militia  and  volunteers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  are  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  regular  troops,  and  that  it  is  not  compet&siit  for  the 
Executive  to  make  any  distinction.  It  required  a  special  act  of  CoQeress 
(that  of  the  28th  of  May,  1836)  to  provide  for  the  claims  of  an  eztrwr- 
dinary  character,  which  had  been  contracted  at  the  commencemeot  of  hos- 
tilities in  Florida ;  but  that  act  only  applied  to  cases  which  occantd  aot^ 
rior  to  its  date. 

In  adjusting  the  claims  powing  out  of  your  lata  Qpenitioiii,thedb' 
bursin^  officers  must,  therefore,  be  governed  by  the  existing  lavs  mi 
i^lauoDs,  as  to  the  objects  of  allowance;  bnt  a  nice adheraiee to noi 
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-form  will  not  be  insisted  upon,  where  the  claims  are  substantially  unob* 
jectionable. 

The  expenses  of  the  Florida  war  haye  been  so  enormous  as  to  baffle  all 
our  estimates ;  and,  consequently,  the  various  appropriations  made  for  thdt 
object,  though  deemed  very  liberal  at  the  time,  have  all  been  exhausted.^ 
An  additional  appropriation,  however,  is  now  before  Congress ;  and  so 
soon  as  it  shall  have  been'granted,  Lieutenant  Vinton  will  be  supplied  witti 
funds  to  enable  him  to  pay  such  claims  as  he  may  deem  admissible,  with 
instructions  to  collect  and  forward  all  others  to  this  office,  for  the  action  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that,  although  I  have  frequently  admonished  Lieuten* 

ant  Vinton,  for  his  own  security,  as  well  as  the  public  interest,  to  observe 

much  caution  in  his  payments,  I  am  not  aware  that  his  instructions,  in 

regard  to  claims  contracted  by  quartermasters  of  the  militia,  are  so  general^ 

^s  would  appear  from  the  extract  of  his  letter  to  you. 

1  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T-  CROSS, 
Acting  Quartermaster  General. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

T*aUahassee^  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  May  24, 1836.'  . 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
/paying  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Quartermaster's  Department^ 
for  supplies  furnished  the  Government  in  the  late  expeditions  against  the 
^minoie  Indians. 

Colonel  Gadsden  has  just  tendered  his  resignation  as  qnartermastet  gen* 
eral  of  the  Territory.  He  will  be  succeeded  by  Colonel  Henry  D.  Baldwin, 
who  is  in  every  respect  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  disbursing- 
•officer. 

If  funds  are  forwarded  to  him  for  the  purpose,  you  may  have  every  teli* 
ance  on  his  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty.  I  have  to  request,  sir, 
this  may  be  done  as  early  as  practicable,  unless  you  send  me  an  officer  of. 
your  department  on  this  subject. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  R.  K«  CALiLi 

General  Thomas  S.  Jesup, 

Quartermaster  Getieral  United  States  Army. 


Tallahassee,  July  9, 1836.  ; 

Si R :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  accounts 
of  the  disbursing  officers  appointed  by  my  predecessor  in  this  Territory. 

Willis  Alston  and  John  G.  Putnam  are  both  absent,  and  1  do  not  know 
where  letters  would  find  them.  They  are,  however,  expected  to  return  ia 
the  fall.  Hawkins  resides  at  Marianna,  and  Wood  at  St.  Joseph,  both  ia 
this  Tenitory.  None  of  these  gentlemen  have  been  continued  in  office- 
under  my  administration :  their  appointments  have  been  vacated,  andl  havet 
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no  official  control  over  them.  One  of  them,  Willis  A  Iston,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Governor  Eaton,  sold  a  large  amount  of  public  property,  i^r 
which,  1  believe,  no  account  whatever  has  bcien  rendered-  The  boob  of 
the  auctioneer  will  show  the  sum  he  received.  As  the  suit,  should  one  tie 
necessary,  (which  I  think  not  improbable,)  would  have  to  be  brought  in  iLe 
name  of  the  United  States,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  yourcaiiio;; 
,on  him  direct  for  a  settlement  of  his  accounts.  *  He  was  superseded  imme- 
diately on  my  coming  into  oflice,  and  I  have  hsid  no  transaction  with  him. 
Putnam,  Hawkins,  and  Wood,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  account  satislactorii;; 
for  whatever  they  may  have  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

Major  Thomas  F.  Hunt, 

Acting  QMariermasier  GetteraL 


Tall  All  ASS  KE,  December  11,  1S37. 

Sir:  I  enclose  yon,  herewith,  an  extract  from  a  belter  addressed  to  ni^ 
by  Lieutenant  Vinton,  of  tke  Quartermaster's  Department,  from  which  y  x 
will  perceive  the  difficulties  which  exist  in  settling  many  of  tjje  accoinns 
which  have  accrued  in  P^lorida  in  pnrchasins:  supplies  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  ordered  into  service.  The  situation  of  the  country,  and  the  nature 
of  the  war  whicli  has  been  carried  on  in  it,  have  rendered  it  impossible,  i:i 
'all  cases,  to  purchase  supplies  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the 
army.  Since  February  last,  small  bands  of  the  Creek  Indians  have  been 
lurking  through  the  swamps  of  West  Florida,  cafisins:  danger  and  appre- 
hension to  the  inhabitants  of  tlieir  neighborhood.  To  <;ive  them  protectioa, 
it  has  been  frequently  necessary  to  assemble  troops  in  a  hurried  manoor, 
and  to  subsist  them  on  the  resources  of  the  country,  wherever  supplies  could 
be  found.  In  this  manner,  accounts  have  been  made  out  in  tlie  most  irreiru- 
lar  manner  by  persons  entirely  i«rnorant  of  the  forms  required  by  ll'.e 
Crovernment.  1  cannot  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  tlie  Government  !•> 
reject  these  claims  because  of  the  want  of  formality,  when  evidence  can  be 
produced  to  sustain  their  merit.  It  would  be  equally  unjust  to  say  ihey 
should  not  be  paid,  because  the  accounts  were  not  contracted  by  an  (officer 
of  the  United  States  army.  With  the  exception  of  Lieutenant  Viutim. 
there  has  scarcely  been  an  officer  of  that  service  on  duty  between  the  Sii- 
wanee  and  the  Perdido,  a  distance  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles;  a;: J 
in  almost  every  neighborhood  of  the  intervening  country  it  has  been  inJis 
pensably  necessary,  at  some  period  of  the  war,  to  procure  of  the  inhnbiiaui^ 
either  provision,  forage,  or  transportation.  I  have  to  request,  sir,  rL-t 
such  instructions  may  be  given  to  liioutenant  Vmton,  the  assistant  quarter- 
master at  this  place,  as  will  enable  him  to  pay  off  ail  meritorious  claiiii::  ot 
the  above  description. 
-    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  .  K.  K.  CALL 

Major  T.  Caoss,  Acting^  QuarUrmaster  Gaural. 
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Extract  of  D.  H.  VintovUs  letter ^  rtferred  to  in  the  preceding. 

Assistant  Quartermasteu's  Office, 

Talla/itissee,  December  8,  1837. . 

Sir  :  Scarcely  a  day  passes  that  there  are  not  many  claims  presented  to 
me  for  payment,  which  were  contracted  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  Florida 
militia  in  the.  field,  by  order  of  their  commanding  officers.  These  claims 
consist  principally  of  charges  for  foroge,  subsistence,  and  transportation,  or 
hire  of  wagons. 

By  instructions  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Washington,  I 
am  precluded  from  recognising  any  claim  not  contracted  in  conformity 
with  the  regulations  of  tho  army;  and  although,  in  many  cases,  the  exi- 
gency of  the  service  has  prompted  to  a  course  at  variance  with  these  in- 
structions, I  am  not  permitted  to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  act  of  the 
officers  so  contracting. 


Tallahassee,  April  6,  1838. 

My  dear  Sir:  Lieutenant  Vinton  has  informed  me  that  the  department 
has  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  at  his  delay  in  rendering  an  account  of 
disbursements  in  the  quartermaster's  department.  As  an  act  of  justice  to 
him,  1  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  the  subject,  assured,  as  I  am, 
that  you  can  form  but  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  various  and  difficult 
duties  he  has  been  required  to  perform.  For  more  than  twelve  months  it 
has  been  necessary  to  employ  troops  at  different  points  throughout  Middle 
and  West  Florida,  to  protect  rhe  settlements  against  the  ravages  of  the 
Creek  and  Seminole  Indians.  It  has  been  necessary  to  purchase  supplies, 
furnish  transportation,  and  establish  depots,  in  a  district  of  country  more 
ihan  300  miles  in  extent.  In  the  performance  of  these  several  duties, 
lieutenant  Vinton  has  been  constantly  employed,  and  has  had  no  officer  iki''* 
the  quartermaster's  department  under  him  to  divide  the  labor  and  responrt^  " 
bility.  In  addition  to  this,  he  has  been  compelled  to  provide  for  the  troo|i6' 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  passing  through  his  district,  on  their  way  to,  and 
returning  from,  the  Seminole  country.  I  have  found  him,  on  aU  occasions, 
one  of  the  most  efficient  officers  I  have  ever  known  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  department  will  approve  entirely  of  his  proceedings,  when  correctly 
informed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL* 

Major  T.  Cross, 

Acting  Quartermaster  General. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  26, 1836. 
Sia :  I  have  this  day  directed  Lieutenant  Morrison,  assistant  oonnnissanr 
of  subsistence  at  New  Orleans,  to  purchase  and  ship,  os  esrly  as  pra^tie* 
nble,  to  St  Mark's,  frocn  fifty  to  seventy-five  thousand  eonpleie  niliMs/til 
be  issued  as  fosy  be  fequiiedi  fi>r  tbe  troops,  or  the  sullimog  idbabtliacs  of 
Florida. 


■  f 
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As  I  have  no  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  there,  I  must  reqac 
-you  to  appoint  one  from  your  command,  to  receive  and  issue  them.  A  s 
of  forms  is  herewith  sent.  In  all  issues,  direct  the  commissary  to  ma 
separate  abstracts — one  for  the  troop;,  and  one  for  the  sufferers.  You  tv 
please,  in  future,  make  timely  requisitions  on  Lieutenant  Morrison  for  pi 
Tisions,  and  he  will  comply  with  them. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GIBSON, 
Commissary  General  of  iSubsisiente. 
General  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee^  Middle  Florida. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington^  June  20,  1S36. 

Governor  :  Enclosed,  for  your  information,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  tl 
^ay  addressed  to  General  Macomb. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

GEORGE  GIBSON, 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 
OoremorR.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee^  Middle  Florida. 


[Enclosed  io  the  preceding.] 

Office  Commissary  General  op  Subsistence, 

Washington^  June  20,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  application  of  Lieutenant  J.  j 
Sebright,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  for  four  months'  leave 
absence.    Lieutenant  Searightwas  a  volunteer  for  duty  in  the  subsisted 
department  in  Florida.    From  the  impaired  state  of  his  health,  his  servic 
there  can  no  longer  be  available. 

1  respectfully  request  that  the  asked- for  leave  of  absence  may  be  granti 
him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GIBSON, 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 
Major  General  A.  Macomb, 

Commanding  United  States  Army. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Sepiornber  22,  1836. 

Sir:  1  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  a  depot  of  provisions  has  bee 

^esighlialied  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  under  the  superinteodiBnce  of  Lieoteini 

,  an4:Ar  O.  8.  Charles  O.  Collins.    It  is  intended  from  this  depot  to  sappl 

;i^l#e  posts  in  Florida^  with  the  exception  of  Tampa  Bny,  So^aaee^ai 

fiOkHarra    These  last  named  poets  will  be  supplied  from  New  Qriesna,  < 

ivhich  you  were  informed  as  early  as  the  26th  May  last,  with  a  reqaesllhi 

you  would  be  pleased  to  make  requisitions  on  the  assistant  conuiussary  ( 
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subsistence  at  that  place  for  such  subsiatence  stores  as  you  might  think  ne* 
cessary. 

Within  a  few  days  past,  instructions  have  been  given  for  purchasing,  in 

^  Ttew  York  and  Baltimore,  300,000  rations  of  the  larger  articles,  (a  large 

portion  of  bacon  and  hard  bread,)  and  250,000  rations  of  the  smaller  arti* 

cles,  to  be  forwarded  to  Savannah.    This  quantity,  with  what  is  supposed 

J  to  be  on  hand  at  Savannah,  will  amount  to  something  like  350,000  rations 

^  at  that  depot.    It  i§  presumed  that  but  little  delay  will  take  place  in  for« 

warding  these  stores  from  New  York  and  Baltimore. 

I  respectfully  request  that  such  instructions  as  you  deem  necessary  may 
be.  given  on  the  subject  of  these  stores,  both  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  and  the 
several  assistant  commissaries  in  Florida,  whose  posts  are  dependent  oa 
Savannah  for  supplies, 
f  Respectfully,  &c., 

i!  GEORGE  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

Governor  R.  K.  Call, 

Commanding  forces  in  Florida^  TaUahassee,  M.  F. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  Oclober  14,  1836. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a 
letter  just  received  from  Lieutenant  G.  W.  McLean,  of  the  marine  corps, 
at  Columbus,  Georgia. 

No  instructions  will  be  given  from  this  office;  and  the  assistant  commis- 
sary  of  subsistence  has  been  told  to  await  your  orders  as  to  the  proper  dis« 
position  of  those  stores,  or  rather  that  portion  which  is  not  required  for  the^ 
troops,  to  the  families  of  the  friendly  Indians  in  Alabama. 
Respectfully,  d&c.p 

GEORGE  GIBSON,  C  .Q.  S. 
Governor  R.  K.  Call, 

Commanding  forces  in  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  14,  1S37. 

Governor:  Some  months  since,  a  large  quantity  of  subsistence  stores^ 
were  forwarded  from  New  Orleans,  by  my  agent  there,  to  Mr.  Ambrose 
Crane,  at  St.  Mark's,  Ptorida,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  to  the  suffering  in- 
habitants. Up  to  this  period  Mr.  Crane  has  rendered  no  account  of  them  to 
this  office,  nor  has  he  corresponded  with  me  in  relation  thereto.  1  am  un- 
der the  impression  tJiat  Mr.  Crane  was  either  placed  there  by  you,  or  at  your 
suggestion;  and,  if  so,  may  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  urge  upon  him  the 
great  necessity  that  exists  of  his  promptly  rendering  an  account  of  all  issues 
made  by  him  up  to  this  time;  and  also  to  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  h^ 
remains  at  St.  Mark's  as  United  States  agent? 

Respectfully,  i^c, 

GEORGE  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
Governor  R.  K.  Call, 

Tallahassee^  Florida. 
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Paymaster  General's  Office,  March  30, 1S36. 

Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  yon  a  copy  of  the 
inslriiciious  for  mustering  and  paying  volunteers  and  miUtia  wiieu  called 
into  service. 

The  duty  of  mustering  and  inspecting  sliould  always  be  fierformed  by 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  when  it  can  be  done.  You  will  find 
the  information  in  the  enclosed  papers,  viz:  A  copy  of  the  late  act  of  Con. 
gress,  providing  for  the  payment  of  volunteers  and  militia.  A  table  of  the 
pay,  &c.  of  the  United  States  army,  and  two  blank  forms — one  of  a  master- 
roll,  and  the  other  of  a  pay  or  receipt-roll,  to  be  used  in  mustering  and  pay- 
ing these  corps.  A  third  blank  is  the  individual  account,  on  which  com- 
missioned officers  are  to  be  paid. 

The  muster-roll  being,  in  all  cases,  botli  of  officers  and  men,  the  evidemt 
of  service,  great  pains  should  be  taken  by  the  mustering*  officer  to  have 
every  circumstance  which  can  affect  the  pay  of  individuals  noted  opposite 
to  their  names.  The  headings  of  the  several  columns  show  what  is  rc-qnirtd 
to  be  stated  in  each.  If  there  are  any  deductions  to  be  made  for  cIothiD?. 
or  other  articles  furnished,  or  for  public  property  lost  or  destroyed,  it  should 
I)e  noted  in  the  column  of  *^  remarks,"  and  the  value  stated  in  dollars  and 
cents  opposite  the  names  of  the  pel^ons  from  whom  the  deductions  are 
to  be  made. 

Clothing,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  being  allowed  by  the  1st  section  a 
the  act,  the  following  tariff  of  prices  will  govern  in  cases  of  that  nature 
where  no  clothing  has  been  drawn  in  kind : 

To  a  sergeant-major  and  a  quartermaster-sergeant  $3  <)2  per  month,  or 
9  cents  per  day. 

To  a  chief  musician  $3  08  per  month,  or  10  cents  per  day. 

To  a  serj^eant  $2  77  per  month,  or  9  cents  per  day. 

To  a  corporal  $2  60  per  month,  or  8  cents  per  day. 

To  a  musician  ^2  61  i:er  month,  or  8  cents  per  day. 

To  a  private  $2  57  per  month,  or  8  cents  pt-r  day. 

You  will  observe  by  tlie  0th  section,  that  none  but  troops  ordered  into 
service  "under  auihority  from  the  War  Department,"  are  provided  for  by 
this  act.  But  if  an  individual  State  should  assume  the  payment  of  herovn 
militia  called  out  without  such  authority,  and  should  afterwards  l)e  reim- 
bursed by  the  United  States  the  amount  thus  paid,  the  reimbursement  will 
have  to  be  made  accoiding  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  otherwise 
specially  provided  for  by  CJongress. 

I  am,  &.C., 

N.  TOWSON,  P.  M.  G. 

Governor  of  FlorioAi  Tallahassee. 


Paymaster  General's  OrFicBy  May  18, 1836. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  of  the  88th 
ult.,  with  directions  to  give  the  necessary  instructiods  for  jiayiiieDt  of  the 
nulina  who  have  been  serving  in  Florida,  and  to  inform  you  or  the  mue. 

An  early  as  the  2d  of  February  last,  two  paymasters  (Hqon  Lytis  sod 
«uhlenber]g)  were  ordered  into  Florida,  with  funds  and  insthictions  to  pay 
Mch  miluia  as  should  be  properly  mustered  and  desigiuued  for  peymeiit  by 
General  S6ott,  to  whom  I  abb  wrote  on  the  same  day. 
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On  the  2d  of  April  a  third  paym.ister  (Major  Kirby)  was  ordered  there, 
with  funds  nnd  instructions  to  assist  the  other  two  ;  theso  were  ill  the  oifi- 
cer«  that  could  he  assigned  to  that  duty. 

I  represented  the  case  to  Congress,  and  asked  for  sncli  additional  pay- 
iTiasters  as  were  necessary,  hut  have  not  yet  been  able  to  oI)tain  tlienr).  The 
paymasters  ordered  to  Florida  will,  1  am  cerlnin,  make  every  exertion  to 
perform  their  duties  with  the  lonst  possible  delay.  You  are  doubtless  aware 
that  a  pnymaster  can  make  no  payments  without  muster  rolls,  and  that  these 
cannot  In*  made  until  the  service  has  been  rendered. 

Now,  if  the  militia  referred  to  in  your  letter  had,  when  their  term  of  ser- 
vice eivpired,  been  properly  mustered,  and  the  rolls  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  paymaster,  they  could  have  been  paid  on  quitting  the  field  ;  but  the  pay- 
masters mubt  now  follow  them  to  their  respective  homes  to  perform  that 
<iuty.  They  will  proceed  to  do  so  as  fast  as  practicable,  and  in  all  probability 
yours  will  be  paid  by  Major  Kirby.  I  shall  write  to  liim  immediately ;  but| 
as  he  is  constantly  changing  his  position,  I  do  not  know  with  certainty 
where  a  letter  will  find  him,  and  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  enclo- 
siu^  a  copy  to  you,  and  will  esteem  it  a  particular  favor  if  you  will  have  it 
forwarded  to  him,  if  you  know  where  lie  is. 

As  a  matter  of  information  that  was  thought  might  be  useful.  I  did  my- 
self the  honor  of  addressing  you,  under  date  of  the  3()th  March  last,  enclo- 
sii);;^  a  copy  of  the  instructions  for  mustering  and  payinic  volunteers  and 
militia  wlien  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  If  these  have  been 
atti-nded  to,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  paying  them,  provided  they  have 
been  properly  ordered  uito  service.     See  6lh  section  of  the  act  sent  to  y<Mi. 

I  am,  &c. 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  General 

His  Excellency  R.  \C  Call, 

(Jovcrnor  of  Florida. 


'Paymaster  General's  Office,  June  13,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  There  is  evidently  a 
misunderstanding  l)etwcen  us  in  relation  to  the  militia  of  your  Territory. 
Ill  my  letter  to  you  of  the  I8th  ult ,  commenting  on  that  part  of  yours  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  which  speaks  of  the  delay  in  paying  your  troops,  I  sup- 
posed yon  had  reference  to  such  as  had  been  called  out  on  application  from 
ihe  War  Department,  and  could,  therefore,  have  been  paid  if  they  had  been 
properly  mustered,  and  the  paymasters  in  Florida  informed  of  their  places 
of  discharge.  Not  being  able  to  obtain  any  information  on  the  subject,  for 
-want  of  returns  and  reports  to  the  Adjutant  General,  I  did  suppose  there 
might  be  some  of  this  description  ;  but,  from  your  letter  now  before  me,  I 
find  you  referred,  principally,  to  those  who  served  previous  to  any  call  be- 
ing made  from  the  War  Department.  No  provision  could  have  been  made 
for  the  payment  of  thosc^  until  after  the  passage  of  the  enclosed  act  on  the 
28th  ultimo. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  such  an  act  would  pass,  (td  wit,  on  the 
23d  ultimo,)  I  rave  Major  Kirby  additional  and  more  positive  instructions  to 
Kpair  to  Tallahassee,  and  directed  to  him  at  three  diilercnt  places ;  but  I 
Tegret  to  learn,  by  a  letter  from  him,  that  he  had  not  received  either  of  them 
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on  the  4th  of  this  month,  and  that  he  was  then  employed  on  other  daties 
by  order  of  General  Scott,  which  I  fear  may  inter/ere  with  my  iustructioos 
when  he  does  receive  them.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  ordered  the 
paymaster  at  New  Orleans  to  repair  to  Tallahassee  by  the  first  opfortunity 
after  he  receives  my  letter.  Enclosed  I  send  you  an  extract  from  my  letter 
to  him.  I  have  instructed  Paymaster  Smith,  who  is  stationed  at  Charles, 
ton,  to  pay  General  Hernandez's  command,  and  all  other  volunteers  aod 
militia  of  your  Territory  in  that  section.  If  Kirby  should  be  with  yoa 
when  Mapes  arrives,  I  wish  him  to  be  relieved  immediatelyi  as  his  serrioes 
will  be  wanted  in  Alabama. 

I  send  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  March,  which  you  state  has  aot 
been  received. 

I  am,  &c., 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  Gener 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


[  Enclosed  in  the  precediDg.  ] 

Paymaster  General's  Office, 

May  23, 1836. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  instant,  I  have  received  the 
enclosed  order  from  the  War  Department.  These  instructions  embrace 
the  militia  who  served  with  Governor  Call  under  General  Clinch,  as  well 
as  those  whose  services  were  called  for  by  General  Scott,  or  subsequently 
ordered  out  by  the  Governor. 

I  must  rely  on  you  to  perform  this  duty,  and,  to  enable  you  to  do  so,  you 
are  authorized  to  draw  on  me  for  any  additional  funds  it  may  require.  I^ 
wish  you  to  see  Governor  Call  as  soon  as  you  can  do  so  with  safety,  and 
write  to  him  immediately  ou  receipt  of  this. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  from  St  Aumistine,  and  regret 
to  learn  from  it  that  the  Louisiana  and  Alabama  militia  had  returned  from 
Tampa  Bay  without  being  paid.  As  Paymaster  Lytle  accompanied  Geo* 
eral  Scott  to  that  place,  I  did  expect  they  would  have  been  paid  by  him.  I 
ordered  Paymaster  Mapes  back  to  Orleans,  and  sent  him  funds  for  the 
Louisiana  volunteers,  in  case  they  should  return  withont  pay ;  hut  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  necessity  to  provide  for  the  Alabama  troops  from 
that  quarter.  I  have,  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  sent  him  funds,  with 
instructions  to  pay  them.  You  will,  therefore,  confine  your  operations  prin- 
cipally to  the  Florida  troops  until  they  are  paid,  unless  it  should  be  coov 
venient  to  pay  those  of  Alabama  before  Paymaster  Mapes  arrives. 

I  have  just  ordered  Major  Randall  to  the  south,  to  make  arranjcreroeats 
for  the  Creek  war.    He  will  probably  join  General  Jesnp ;  but  this  will 
depend  on  the  information  I  may  have  when  he  gets  to  WashingtOD. 
I  am,  &c, 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  GsmmL 

Edmund  Kirby, 

Paymaster,  &t.  Aug^siiHe. 
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Paymaster  General's  Office, 

September  3,  1836. 
Sir:  I  received  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo,  in  answer  to 
I  one  from  Major  Smith,  relating  to  the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  your 
I  Territory. 

I       You  conchide  by  saying,  that  "  a  copy  of  this  communication  is  sent  to 
I  the  Paymaster  General,  requesting  him  to  lay  it  before  the  Secretary  of 
J  War."   As  Paymaster  Smith  did  not  inform  me  that  he  had  written  to  you, 
i.  I  do  not  sufficiently  understand  the  point  to  be  decided  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  give  him  the  necessary  explanation.    I  infer,  from  your  answer, 
^  that  the  question  is,   What  officers  are  to  be  paid,  according  to  the  organ- 
ization required  by  the  law ;  and  which  are  to  be  considered  supernumera- 
ries? and  that  it  is  your  opinion  that  those  you  named  are  entitled  to  a 
preference,  on  account  of  the  services  they  performed. 

If  I  am  correct,  the  Secretary  considers  that  the  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  the  officer  in'  command  of  the  troops,  are  the  proper  persons  to 
make  the  decision. 

I  understand  there  is  one  regiment  of  those  troops  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Newnansville,  yet  to  be  paid.  I  did  expect  that  this  duty  would  h^ve 
been  performed  by  Paymaster  Smith  ;  but  he  informed  me,  before  he  left 
St.  Augustine,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  to  that  place  without  a  strong^ 
escort,  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Crane  did  not  think  the  object  suffi- 
'  ciently  important  to  justify  him  in  sending  such  an  escort  at  this  sickly 
season.  I  am  informed  by  officers  who  have  returned  from  Florida,  that 
Newnansville  can  be  approached  as  easily,  or  more  so,  from  Tallahassee ; 
and,  as  it  is  unciTtain  when  I  can  send  a  paymaster  by  the  way  of  St. 
Augustine,  I  wish  you  to  furnish  Paymaster  Mapes  a  sufficient  escort  to 
protect  him,  and  send  him  on  that  duty,  if  you  shall  think  it  of  sutbcient 
importance.  There  are  some  regular  troops  at  that  place  that  are  much  in 
ivaot  of  pay. 

I  am  gratified  at  the  complimentary  terms  in  which  you  notice  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  the  two  officers  of  this  department,  who  have  been  with 
you.  I  know  it  will  give  Paymaster  Ma{)es  pleasure  to  render  you  every 
service  in  his  power,  m  any  way  you  desire  to  employ  him ;  to  which  I 
have  not  the  slightest  objection,  provided  it  does  not  interfere  with  his 
appropriate  duty,  which  I  am  sure  you  will  not  permit  it  to  do. 
I  am,  d&c, 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  General 
Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 

May  23,  1837. 

Sir  :  1  have  tha  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
gth  instant,  in  which  you  request  that  a  paymaster  may  be  sent  to  pay  cer- 
tain companies  of  Florida  militia,  which  you  inform  me  have  not  yet  been 
paid. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  instructions  given  by  the  senior  offi- 
cer of  the  department  in  Florida,  Paymaster  T.  P.  Andrews,  to  Paymaster 
Forsyth  :  <*  Aftei^ll  the  volunteers  dre  paid  off,  and  the  troops  paid  to  tho 
30th  April  as  above,  and  not  before,  Major  Forsyth  will:  (^rbceea  to  Talla- 
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liassee,  and  pay  off  tho  two  companies  of  militia,  the  rolls  of  which  1  hav? 
already  made  out  and  leave  with  you  ;  also,  the  detacfiment  of  Apalachic'?. 
Indians.  He  will  also  pay  any  proper  claims  on  the  department  in  ihat 
region,  now  due ;  after  which,  he  can  proceed  home.'"  The  instruction- 
were  dated  at  Tnmpa  Bay  on  the  20ih  ultimo,  and,  if  nothing  has  occurred 
to  prevent,  will,l  presume,  have  been  complied  with  by  the  time  yon  re- 
<:eive  this.  It  is,  however,  possible  that  more  pressing  duty  may  liave  been 
assigned  to  Paymaster  Forsyth,  that  will  delay  his  visiting  Tallahassen. 

Lieutenant  J.  C.  Casey,  now  in  Florida,  has  received  a  temporary  appoini- 
ment  as  paymaster,  and  on  the  5th  instant  I  sent  him  a  bond  to  be  exe- 
cuted. As  soon  as  thut  is  returned,  I  shall  order  him  to  Tallahassee,  to 
remain  there  until  all  the  claims  against  the  department  in  that  quarter  are 
^settled. 

Volunteers  who  were  absent  when  their  companies  were  paid  will  havp 
to  apply  to  the  accounting  officers  at  this  place  for  settlement,  as  the  rolls 
which  establish  their  claims  are  in  the  Second  Auditor's  office.  Letters  on 
the  subject,  addressed  to  the  Auditor,  or  to  me,  will  be  attended  to  without 
delay. 


I  am,  &c. 

Governor  op  Florida, 

Tallahassee. 


N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  General 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 

July  13,  IS37. 

Sir  :  Paymaster  Forsyth  has  furnished  me  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him 
of  the  8th  ultimo,  in  which  you  say  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  is 
such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  his  obtaunng  from  the  local  banks 
such  funds  as  would  enable  him  to  pay  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  the 
Territory,  and  advise  him  to  proceed  to  Washington  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  with  me  for  paymg  off  the  claims  against  the  Pay  Department. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  or  the  paymaster's  answers  to  my  inquiries  on  the 
•subject,  from  which  it  appears  that  many  of  the  claimants  refused  to  be  paid 
in  the  paper  of  your  banks,  and  required  specie.  He  thinks  northern  paper 
would  be  acceptable ;  but  it  appears,  from  what  follows  in  his  letter,  that 
none  of  the  claims,  or  but  a  few  of  them  are  sufficiently  authenticated  to 
be  acted  on  by  a  paymaster,  if  there  were  no  difficulty  about  funds  to  pojr 
them  with ;  and  that  the  proper  muster-rolls  have  not  been  made,  which 
makes  it  necessary  that  the  claims  should  be  submitted  to  the  accounting 
•officers  of  the  Government  before  they  are  paid. 

Under  these  circumstanceif,  all  that  I  can  do  is  to  request  your  excellency 

to  instruct  the  officers  to  forward  the  claims  of  their  commands  to  me,  with 

'^▼idence  of  the  service,  and  statements  of  the  circumstanoet  under  which 

it  was  performed,  in  order  that  the  claims  may  be  audited  ibr  aettlcBieDL 

I  will  also  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  funds  will  be  acceplabia  to  the 
claimants,  and,  if  they  can  be  provided,  it  shall  be  done ;  if  not,  their  claiiM 
tnuat  remain  uoaettleo  until  suitable  provision  it  mads  hj  Gon^pieat. 
lani^d&c. 

N.  TOWSONt  Pmammmt  OmtrmL 

GovsRjfpft  or  Flowia>A| 

TaUakau§e. 
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[EDclosure  in  letter  of  Jaly  13, 1837] 

Paymaster  General's  Office, 

Jaly  11,1837. 
Sir:  Governor  Call  says  in  his  letter  to  you  (of  which  you  have  givei» 
me  a  copy)  that  the  deranged  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  is  such  a^ 
to  prcchide  your  obtaining  from  the  local  banks  such  funds  as  would  en- 
able you  to  pay  the  vohnifeers  and  militia  of  the  Territory;  and  advisea 
you  to  visit  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments with  the  Puymaster  General  for  paying  off  the  numerous  claims- 
against  the  Pay  Department. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  funds  were  under  your  control,  that 
yv)U  could  have  used  in  paying  the  claims  against  this  department,  of  which? 
the  Governor  speaks;  whether  any  other  lunds  than  specie  would  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  by  the  claimants,  and  what  funds. 

Please  also  inform  me  the  probable  amount  of  the  claims  the  Governor 
refers  to,  and  whether  the  claimants  have  been  regularly  mustered,  and  are 
fully  prepared  to  be  paid ;  or  whether  these  claims  should  be  first  submiU 
ted  to  the  accounting  ofiTicers  of  the  Government. 

I  am,  &c., 

JS.  TOWSON, 
Paymaster  General* 
R.  A.  Forsyth,  Paymaster. — Present 


[EDcIosure  io  letter  of  Jaly  13, 1837.] 

Washington  City,  Jttly  11, 1837. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  funds  wiihiu  my  control,  in  making  payments  at  Tallahassee,, 
were  Union  and  Central  Bank  paper.  Many  of  the  individuals  who  had 
claims  against  the  Government  lor  services,  demanded  gold  or  silver,  and 
refust  d  to  take  Florida  paper.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  northern  paper 
would  be  acceptable.  Great  difficulty  will  occur,  however,  for  the  want  of 
specie  to  make  change,  as  none  can  be  had  at  Tallahassee.  I  have  no* 
knowledge  of  more  than  one  company  and  two  detachments  who  have  be^ 
regularly  mustered  in  and  out  of  service,  and  conld  be  paid  without  refer- 
ring tho  rolls  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Government.  Other  claims- 
exist  ;  but  I  do  not  think  numerous.  Most  of  the  claimants  have  never 
btH*u  n\sfularly  musterifd  in  or  out  of  service;  and  I  think  it  would  be  ex- 
pi^dient  and  proper  to  submit  the  rolls  to  the  department  previous  to  a  pay- 
ment being  made.  I  remained  in  Tallahassee  ten  days  after  the  receipt  of 
Governor  Gall's  letter,  employed  in  paying  off  the  companies  of  Captains:. 
Kvaiis  and  Myrick,  as  far  as  it  could  be  done,  with  checks  on  the  Union. 
Bank  of  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  FORSYTH, 
Paymaster  U.  S.  Anny^ 

General  N.  Towsox, 

Paymaster  General  U.  S.  Army. 
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Paymaster  General's  Office, 

JiUy  31, 1S3: 

Sir  :  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  16th  instar*. 
When  you  wrote  that  letter,  you  could  not  have  received  mine  of  the  r3rh. 
which  has  probably  reached  you  before  now.  On  furnin&r  to  my  copy  o: 
that  letter,  it  does  not  strike  me  that  I  can  now  add  any  thing  useful  to  ii 

Is  it  not  possible  that  you  have  comprehended,  in  the  claims  reterned  fa 
many  against  other  branches  of  the  service  than  the  Pay  DepartmeDt,  d 
which  I  have  no  cognizance  ? 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  General. 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 

Augyisi  8,  1837. 

Governor  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  25th  ultimo. 

I  regret,  as  much  as  you  do,  the  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  voluateen, 
which  forms  the  subject  of  your  communication,  and  have  done  every 
thin^  in  my  power  to  prevent  it.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  you  did  doi 
require  Mapcs  to  pay  them,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it,  at  the  time  he  ra 
in  your  staff.  The  subject  was  under  your  control ;  it  wa.s  for  that  pur. 
pose  he  was  ordered  to  join  you,  and  was  furnished  with  funds,  a  part  of 
which  is  now  in  the  Central  Bank.  This  not  having  been  done,  1  directed 
the  senior  officer  of  the  department  in  Florida  to  have  it  attended  to  ai 
soon  as  an  officer  could  be  spared  from  more  pressing  duty ;  and  Major 
Forsyth  was  accordingly  sent  to  Tallahassee,  with  instructions  to  eoittult 
you,  and  pay  off  all  claims  against  the  department  He  assigns  two  letsons 
for  not  doing  so :  the  principal  one,  in  which  yon  concur,  was,  that  his 
funds  were  of  the  Union  and  Central  Banks  of  Tallahassee,  which  the 
Tolunteers  would  not  receive ;  and  that  but  twocompiEinies,a  partof  which 
had  been  paid,  were  prepared  to  receive  it.  Under  such  circuinstanoeii  I 
do  not  see  what  more  could  have  been  done  by  this  department  to  have  the 
claims  you  mention  settled. 

It  is  my  intention  to  send  a  paymaster  to  H'allahassee  as  soon  as  I  can 
spare  one  for  that  purpose,  or  procure  an  officer  of  the  line  to  perform  die 
duty ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  it  will  greatly  expedite  the  business  if  the 
companies  are  mustered,  and  one  set  of  the  rolls  sent  to  this  place,  and  the 
others  retained  by  you  or  the  captains.  If  there  are  no  doubtful  pointi  to 
be  settled  by  the  accounting  officers,  as  you  seem  to  think,  the  paymeot 
can  be  made  on  the  rolls  retained ;  but  if  there  are,  it  will  certaioly  sate 
time  to  have  the  rolls  placed  in  their  hands  as  soon  as  prmcticabl& 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  these  companies  have  not  been  masleral 
before  ;  if  they  had,  and  I  had  been  fumisned  the  rolls,  they  wouM  bate 
been  paid  long  since.  This  is  a  duty  that  should  never  be  delayed  for  th* 
arrival  of  a  paymaster,  as  that  never  can  expedite,  and  freqaeotly  delays 
the  settlement 

I  am  glad  toMearn  from  your  letter  that  the  paper  of  the  Gtetral  Buk 
will  be  received  by  the  troops.    Major  Forsyth  was  aathoriaeed  to  leceiw 
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•all  thai  was  to  the  credit  of  Paymaster  Mapes  in  that  bank,  and  would 
have  been  furnished  any  additional  sum  required,  in  southern  funds,  if  he 
had  applied  to  me  for  it. 

You  inform  me  that  the  Central  Bank  will  now  purchase  the  checks  of 
the  Government  oflBcers  on  the  banks  of  New  York,  and  give  their  own 
bills  in  payment;  which  you  think  every  one  will  be  glad  to  receive.  You 
will  see,  by  the  enclosed  circular  to  disbursing  officers,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  paymasters  to  obtain  funds  in  New  York  to  draw  on.  If  the 
banks  will  purchase  drafts  on  Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  or  New 
Orleans,  they  can  be  obtained  from  the  Treasury  ;  or,  if  the,  notes  of  the 
deposite  banks  at  either  of  those  places  will  be  received  by  the  troops,  they 
can  be  obtiiined. 

Let  me  entreat  you  to  have  all  the  troops  that  require  it  mustered  im- 
mediately. 

I  am,  &c., 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  Gewtral. 

Governor  of  Florida,  TaUahaasee. 


TALLAHASSEE}  May  30,  1836. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  18th  instant  has  just  been  received.  The  letter  you 
-enclosed  to  Major  Kirby  shall  be  forwarded  to  Charleston,  where,  I  learn, 
he  has  gone.  From  your  letter,  I  perceive  you  are  but  little  advised  of  the 
situation  of  those  who  have  claims  against  the  Paymaster's  Department 

You  speak  of  paymasters  having  been  ordered  into  the  field  as  early  as 
the  2d  of  February,  and  observe,  <<  that  if  the  militia  referred  to  in  your 
[my]  letter  had,  when  their  term  of  service  expired,  been  properly  mustered, 
and  the  rolls  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster,  they  could  have  been 
paid  on  quittin$r  the  field ;  but  the  paymaster  must  now  follow  them  to  their 
respective  homes  to  perform  that  duty." 

Now  the  fact  is,  that  the  greater  number  of  those  having  claims  against 
the  Paymaster's  liepartment  served  in  the  months  of  December  and  Janu- 
ary, and  were  discharged  before  the  paymasters  arrived  in  the  field ;  others 
served  at  distant  posts  on  the  frontier  when  a  paymaster  presented  himself 
during  the  period  of  their  service  ;  and  a  third  class  were  ordered  by  the 
commanding  general  on  a  detached  service ;  after  accomplishing  which, 
they  were  directed  to  proceed  home,  there  to  be  discharged. 

Thus  you  will  perceive  that  your  remark  does  not  justly  apply  to  any  of 
the  Florida  troops,  and  that  the  inconvenience  to  which  the  Pay  Depart- 
ment may  be  exposed,  having  to  send  o&cers  to  their  respective  homes  in 
order  to  pay  the  troop,  does  not  result  from  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  commanding  them. 

1  have  not  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing 
nie  on  the  3(lth  of  March  last,  but  1  will  endeavor  to  have  the  muster-rolls 
prepared  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  any  difficulty  in  the  payment ;  and 
hope  that  a  paymaster  may  be  ordered  to  perform  that  duty  as  early  as 
practicable,  if  it  should  be  found  inconvenient  for  Major  Kirby  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K*  CALL* 

General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  United  States  Army. 
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Tallahassee,  Juhj  1,  ISM. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I3lh  June,  and  n^jrer 
have  piveii  you  sa  much  iroublii.  Major  Kirby  has  been  here  on  duty: 
some  lime,  and  will  soon  have  completed  his  payments.  He  is  very  yxxwz 
and  efficient  in  his  oiQce,  and  despatches  business  with  irreat  rivp^ditr.  tj 
withstanding  the  unpleasant  duty  he  has  had  to  [M^rfonii. 

He  has,  no  doubt,  ere  this,  reported  to  you  olDcialiy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

General  N.  Towson. 


Tallauasser,  July  30,  IS?/, 
ff  Sir  :  Major  Mapes,  of  the  Pay  Department,  is  still  with  rnc,  cniraijed!' 
paying:  off  the  troops  as  they  return  from  service.  There  are  iwo'or  ihrt- 
detachments  yet  to  be  paid.  I  have  found  him  a  most  valuaMe  oiftcer ::: 
every  respect,  and  have  jG;iven  him  an  appointment  in  my  ^t^tF  as  nidi!'- 
camp.  1  hope  it  will  he  bo  inconvenience  to  your  department  fur  h::i  :» 
remain  in  that  situation,  as  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  performance  of  l.> 
other  duties.  From  iiis  experience,  and  general  intelligence,  ho  wi:l  1-. 
highly  serviceable  to  mo  and  to  the  country. 

1  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 

General  N.  Towson,  Paymaster  General. 


Tallaiiasske,  August  7,  lS3*i. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  27th  of  July,  with  the  iMiclo?nre  Ucvx 
the  Paymaster  General,  is  duly  received.     It  is  not.  nor  has  it  J>een,  m\  s:  • 
tention  to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  who  are  entitled,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  receiv(j  pay  for  services  rendered. 

I  mentioned,  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  my  Icnowlcdir*^  of  the  srr- 
vices  rendered  by  Colonel  Warren,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mills,  Major  Cooftr, 
and  Captain  Putnam.  Colonel  Warren  and  Major  (^ooper  were  woirridf^. 
How  tar  the  Secretary  of  War  may  decide  that  those  who  were  not  in  the 
field,  but  remained  .at  homo,  were  in  service,  is  for  him,  not  m?,  to  determine. 
If  the  orofanizalion  does  include  no  more  than  one  colonel,  one  licntrna.il 
colonel,  two  majr)rs,  with  captains,  lieuteMant^,  d:c.,  as  stated,  fhr>re  is  no 
doubt  but  the  abovenamed,  who  rendered  faithful  and  active  service,  and 
who  shed  their  hlo  )d,  should  be  the  otiicers  rocogfii^ed  as  in  service,  and 
commandini^,  whatever  informalities  may  arise  in  the  muster.  The  tncrs 
alluded  to  I  will  cheerfully  i^ive  under  certi6cate,  if  required.  A  copy  of 
this  communication  is  sent  to  the  Paymaster  General,  requesting  him  lo  bf 
it  before  the  Secretary  of  War. 

llespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALI-j 
Governor  and  Carnmandtrin  chiefs 
Major  Smith, 

Paymaster  U.  *S  Amfj  St.  AifffnsHn0. 
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Tallahassiie,  September  18, 1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and  have  sent  Major 
Mapes  to  Newnansville,  agreeably  to  your  request,  to  finish  the  payments 
which  should  have  been  made  by  Major  Smith.  He  was  ordered  by  me  to 
proceed  to  Newnansville  on  that  duty,  and  he  was  authorized  to  call  on 
Colonel  Crane  for  an  escort.  The  reason  assigned  by  him  to  me  for  not 
executing  the  order,  was  his  ill  health,  and  not  that  Colonel  Crane  did  not 
think  the  object  sufficiently  important  to  justify  him  in  sending  an  escort. 
Major  Smith  had  sent  me  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
which  you  mention  the  number  of  officers  who  might  be  paid  according 
to  the  number  of  men  returned  by  General  Hernandez.  Knowing,  as  I  did, 
that  a  majority  of  the  officers  and  men  who  presented  themselves  for  pay- 
ment had  never  performed  a  day's  service,  I  requested  Major  Smith  to  pay 
the  officers  whom  I  knew  to  have  served  faithfully,  and  told  him  he  might 
regard  that  request  as  a  positive  order  if  he  found  it  necessary  to  cover  his 
responsibility  ;  but  he  left  the  Territory  without  paying  any  of  the  officers 
except  Major  Putnam. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  your  intention  that  those  only  should  be  paid  who  had 
performed  actual  service ;  and  such  are  the  instructions  I  have  given  to 
Major  Mapes.  But  I  fear  you  will  find,  on  inquiry,  that  a  large  number  erf 
the  men  paid  by  Major  Mapes,  though  belonging  to  the  regiments  ordered 
out  by  General  Hernandez,  never  left  their  homes,  or  performed  one  day's 
service  durins:  the  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Commanding  the  Army  in  Florida. 

General  N.  Towson, 

Paymastar  General^  Washington. 


Tallahassee,  May  9, 1837. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  again  on  the 
subject  of  the  pay  due  the  militia  of  Middle  and  West  Florida.  Those 
engaged  under  my  command  in  the  fall  campaign,  as  well  as  others  since 
employed  in  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  (amounting  to  ten  or  twelve  com- 
panies,) still  remain  unpaid.  Since  Major  Mapes  left  here  in  August  last, 
none  of  the  militia  called  into  service  from  this  part  of  the  country  have 
been  paid.  I  have  written  several  times  to  General  Jesup  on  the  subject; 
but,  as  yet,  no  paymaster  has  arrived,  and  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying to  you,  and  requesting  that  one  may  be  ordered  immediately  to  this 
place  to  pay  off  the  troops  which  have  been  discharged  from  service. 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  impositions  will  be  attempted  on  the  Pay- 
master's Department,  by  a  part  of  the  battalion  of  East  Florida  militia  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  J.  Mills,  I  have,  from  a  sense 
of  justice  to  the  Government,  to  request  that  the  paymasters  in  Florida  may 
be  instructed  to  pay  such  portions  only  of  that  battalion  as  I  may  designate. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL,  Governor  of  Florida. 

General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U,  S.  A. 
15 
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Washington  City,  July  8,1S37. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Ca!; 
on  the  subject  of  payments  to  miUtia  in  Florida.  Of  the  nunrierons  unsatis- 
fied claims  referred  to,  but  a  small  portion  applies  to  the  Pay  Department. 
None  would  have  remained  unsatisfied,  could  I  have  bad  control  of  the 
proper  kind  of  funds. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  A.  FORSYTH, 
Paymaster  (7. 8.  A. 
General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U.  S,  A. 


[Enclosed  m  the  preceding.] 

Tallahassee,  June  8, 1837. 
Sir  :  I  regret  very  much  that  the  deranged  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  your  obtaining  at  this  time. 
from  our  local  banks,  such  funds  as  will  enable  you  to  pay  the  militia  aod 
volunteers  of  the  Territory  which  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Government  could  not  have  anticipated  the  sudden  and  uneipected 
change  which  has  taken  place.  It  is  highly  important  to  the  interest  ot 
those  concerned  that  the  most  prompt  payment  should  be  made;  and  if 
consistent  with  the  instructions  you  have  received  from  the  chief  of  your 
department,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  proceeding  immediaielT 
to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  with 
the  Paymaster  General  for  paying  off  the  numerous  unsatisfied  daiffli 
against  that  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 
Governor  of  JFIaridtL 
Major  Forsyth, 

Paymaster  U.S.  A, 


Tallahassbb,  Jufy  16, 1837. 
Sir  :  I  am  again  under  the  necessity  of  reminding  you  that  the  nulidi 
and  volunteers  of  Middle  Florida  have  not  been  paid  for  services  renderrf 
the  Government  near  twelve  months  since.  This  is  a  grievance  of  wfaidi 
eomplaint  is  justly  made ;  and  I  have  most  earnestly  to  request  that  a  pif> 
master  may  be  ordered  immediately  to  this  place,  to  pay  off  all  the  daiv 
against  the  department 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullyi  your  obedient  servant| 

iL  K.  CALL, 
Chvenwr  t^  Fbni^ 
Gen.  TowsoN, 

Paymaster  General. 

Tallahassr^  Jnly  26, 18V. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13lli  inslant,  aeoompairied  wilki 
copy  of  one  from  Paymaster  Forsyth,  of  the  lllh  iaslant.   I  suist  say  Itai 
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read  his  letter  with  some  surprise.  It  is  certainly  a  very  different  commu- 
nication from  that  which  I  had  a  right  to  suppose  he  would  have  made  to 
you  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates.  My  letter  of  the  8th  of  June  (a  copy 
of  which  he  appears  to  have  furnished  you  with)  was  written  at  his  special 
instance  and  request.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  funds  only  to  pay  two 
companies  those  of  (Myrick  and  Evans,)  to  whom  he  had  made  partial  pay- 
ments during  the  last  winter  ;  and  that,  by  going  to  Washington,  he  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  funds ;  and  I  certainly  understood 
that  he  would  return  here  immediately  and  complete  the  payments  to  the 
troops  of  Middle  Florida.  At  the  time  I  wrote  the  letter  of  the  8th  of  June  to 
Major  Forsyth,  both  the  banks  at  this  place  had  suspended  specie  payments. 
The  bills  of  iJhe  Union  Bank  were  at  a  discount,  and  the  Central  Bank  would 
not  give  its  paper  in  exchange  for  the  checks  of  the  Government  on  any 
bank  whatever.    Since  that  time  the  Central  Bank  has  adopted  a  different 

Klicy,  and  it  now  purchases  the  checks  of  the  Government  officers  on  the 
nks  of  New  York.  I  am  authorized  by  the  president  of  that  institution 
to  say,  that  it  will  afford  the  Government  any  facility  it  may  require  in  that 
way.  This  bank  is  in  as  good  a  situation,  and  in  as  good  credit  in  this 
country,  as  any  bank  in  the  United  States;  and  every  one  will  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive payment  in  the  bills  of  this  institution.  I  am  further  informed  by  the 
president,  there  is  in  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Government,  $20,000,  placed 
there  by  Major  Mapes,  which  he  is  ready  to  pay.  Thus,  you  will  perceive, 
there  is  no  difficulty  about  funds.  All  we  require  is,  the  checks  on  the 
banks  of  New  York,  and  a  paymaster  to  disburse  the  money  which  may  be 
raised  on  them.  I  am  greatly  surprised  at  the  suggestion  of  Major  Forsyth, 
that  the  claims  against  the  Government  are  not  numerous,  and  that  they 
ahould  be  referred  to  the  department  at  Washington  before  they  are  paid. 
His  reason  for  this  is,  that  the  troops  were  not  regularly  mustered  in  and 
out  of  service.  This  is  true ;  but  would  a  reference  of  the  rolls  to  the 
dep^irtmerit  at  Washington  dispense  with  this  formality?  would  not  the 
muster  out  of  service  still  be  necessary  ?  If  so,  why  longer  delay  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  which  have  been  due  twelve  months,  by  sending  the  rolls  to 
Washington,  and  then  sending  them  back  here  to  have  the  troops  mustered 
out  of  service?  Why  not  have  them  mustered  and  paid  at  once?  Tbese 
troops  were  not  regularly  mustered  in  or  out  of  service,  because  there  was 
no  regular  officer  to  perform  that  duty ;  but  they  were  regularly  organized 
and  enrolled  ;  they  performed  their  duty  faithfully,  and  they  can  snow  the 
proper  evidence  of  their  services,  and  of  the  amount  due  them.  In  East 
Florida  I  ordered  troops  into  service  without  being  mustered.  General 
Jesup  ordered  them  to  be  mustered  out,  and  they  were  immediately  paid 
Two-thirds  of  the  men  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  war,  have- 
been  received  in  the  same  manner,  and  they  have  all  been  paid.  Major 
&irby  paid  oflf  five  or  six  companies  last  summer,  ivho  were  precisely  in  the- 
aame  situation.  And  now,  when  I  have  been  writing  for  a  paymaster,  first 
to  General  Jesup,  and  then  to  yourself,  for  more  than  six  months,  to  be  told) 
that  a  further  delay  is  to  be  encountered,  is  an  embarrassment  which  I  had 
not  anticipated.  If  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  the  rolls  of  East  Florida^ 
to  Washington  before  the  troops  were  paid,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  ob- 
serve that  formality  in  Middle  Florida,  where  the  men  were  precisely  in  the 
same  situation.  Middle  Florida,  with  a  frontier  ot  near  200  miles,,  has  de- 
fended  herself  during  the  whole  war ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
jBouths  last  BumnBMri  there  has  scarcely  beeii  a  regular  soldies  exuMusfedi 


[278] 


228 


within  her  limits.    If  a  paymaster  is  s< 
if  it  is  required,  to  muster  the  men  out 
justice  to  the  claimants,  that  one  may  be 
which  has  always  characterized  your  pr 
you  that  the  claims  are  not  numerous ; 
formation  from  me,  for  I  assure  you,  sir, 
which  have  claims  for  three  and  four 
formed  you  in  my  first  communication  < 
marks  of  Major  Forsyth,  nothing  but  pr 
December  leist,  before  1  was  relieved  in  < 
Major  Andrews  to  send  a  paymaster  to  t 
still  their  claims  arc  unsatisfied.    Ever  s 
been  urging  their  payment,  but  without 
were  permitted  to  pass  away — midsumr 
unpleasant  duty  to  travel  in  the  souih ; 
performed.    I  have  every  confidence  in 
to  business,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  inforn 
to  perform  the  duties  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  i 


General  Towson, 

Paymaster  Oeneral, 


General:  I  have  received  your  le( 
mine  of  the  25th  ultimo.  You  observe 
I  did  not  require  Major  Mapes  to  pay  t 
to  it,  at  the  time  he  was  in  my  staff.  H. 
all  claims  which  were  due  at  that  time ; 
that  others  have  since  accumulated,  an< 
ber  to  pay  off  the  troops  in  East  Florid 
ill  health,  he  never  relumed.  The  tern 
the  frontier  in  the  months  of  June  an< 
pired  when  he  left  here  ;  hence  he  could 
companies  ordered  into  service  subseque 

You  speak  of  Major  F'orsyth  having 
troops  ;  of  the  cau^s  assigned  by  him  fo 
that  the  principal  one,  in  which  1  cone 
Central  and  Union  bftnks  of  Tallahassee 
receive. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  sir,  that  1  do  no 
statement,  as  you  will  readily  perceive 
letter. 

In  that  letter  I  informed  you  that  M 
t^Uy  and  positively  that  he  had  funds  t 
that  it  was  under  this  belief,  and  at  hii 
letter  (a  copy  of  which  he  laid  before 
Washmgton  to  procure  suitable  fnnds. 
rtiat  Major  Forsyth  had  at  his  disposal 
Florida,  or  that  he  would,  as  I  afterwani 
pouies  of  Evons  aud  Myrick  in  UnioB 
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still  are,  at  a  discount  of  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  in  exchange  for  Central 
Bank  notes.  These  two  were  the  only  companies  Major  Forsyth  offered  to 
pay  ;  and  when  they,  subsequently  to  the  date  of  my  letter,  and  after  1  had 
left  Tallahassee  on  public  business,  agreed,  and  actually  did  receive  from 
him  payment  in  the  Union  Bank  bills,  he  should  not  have  used  my  letter  as 
an  excuse  for  leaving  here,  or  assigned  as  a  cause  for  not  paying  other 
companies  to  whom  he  did  not  offer  them,  that  he  had  no  other  funds  than 
Central  and  Union  Bank  bills.  After  Myrick's  and  Evans's  companies  re- 
ceived their  pay  in  the  worst  funds  he  had  at  command,  I  know  of  no  good 
reason  lie  had  to  believe  that  other  companies  would  refuse  to  receive  the 
Central  Bank  notes,  which  were  worth  a  premium.  I  again  repeat  that  I 
wrote  the  letter  to  Major  Forsyth,  at  his  request,  and  on  Ihe  information  I 
received  alone  from  him. 

With  regard  to  the  muster  of  the  troops,  I  know  this  to  be  a  necessary 
formality ;  and  in  my  last  letter  1  informed  you  of  the  reason  why  it  had 
not  been  done.  1  have  been  compelled  to  defend  Middle  Florida  against 
the  ravages  of  the  Seminoles,  and  West  Florida  against  the  fugitive  Creeks, 
without  the  aid  of  the  Government — not  having  even  so  much  as  a  regular 
officer  to  muster  the  troops  into  service,  which  is  required  by  your  depart- 
ment. It  should  not,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that. they  have  not 
been  mustered.  1  have,  however,  sent  by  express  an  application  to  General 
Jesup  for  a  regular  officer  to  be  sent  forthwith,  to  muster  all  the  companies 
out  of  service  ;  and  before  a  paymaster  can  arrive  here,  the  rolls  will  be 
complete.  I  am  not  disposed  to  censure  any  one ;  but  there  has  certainly 
been  an  extraordinary  delay  in  the  payment  of  these  troops,  and  1  hope  it 
will  not  long  continue  to  be  a  subject  of  complaint.  There  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  funds,  if  we  had  a  paymaster  to  disburse  them  ;  and  I 
have  again  to  request  that  one  may  be  immediately  ordered  to  perform  that 
duty. 

1  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

General  N.  Towson. 

Paymaster  Creneral  U,  S,  Army. 


Tallahassee,  September  6,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  letter  to  you  I  mentioned  that  Major  Forsyth  had  stated 
to  me  that  he  had  funds,  whon  here,  only  to  complete  the  payment  of  Evans's 
and  Myrick's  companies.  This  statement  appeared  inconsistent  with  the 
fact  that  there  was  to  his  credit  in  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida  at  this  place 
§25,()U0,  no  part  of  which  has  yet  been  expended.  I  have  subsequently 
called  at  the  Central  Bank,  and  find  that  the  check  of  Major  Mapes  placing 
this  fimd  to  the  credit  of  Major  Forsyth  is  dated  at  New  York  on  the  8th 
of  June.  This  reconciles  the  apparent  inconsistency.  This  statement  of 
Major  Forsyth  was  made  before  that  time,  and  I  had  no  conversation  with 
him  on  the  subject  after  the  8th  of  June. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  Major  Forsyth,  I  am  happy  in  being  enabled  to 
make  this  statement.     I  hope  I  shall  soon  liear  from  you  again  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sending  a  paymaster  to  pay  off  the  troops  of  Middle  and  West  Florida. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL. 

General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General. 


[  278  ]  230 

Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  June  2*2,  IS36, 

Sir  :  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yn 
that  Captain  E.  Harding,  the  officer  commanding  the  Mount  Vernon  trr 
nal,  Alabama,  has  been  directed  to  comply  promptly  with  any  recjuisitj :l; 
which  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  make  on  him  to  enable  you  to  carry/, 
your  operations. 

The  Mount  Vernon  arsenal  has  been  selected,  that  being  deemed,  froc 
its  position,  the  most  convenient  to  afford  the  ready  means  of  supply. 

The  precaution  has  been  taken,  however,  to  give  similar  insiruciionst 
the  officers  commanding  the  Augnsia  (Georgia)  arsenal,  and  the  Chaiits 
ton  depot,  should  you  find  it  necessary  to  make  requisitions  on  them. 

Any  additional  information  which  you  may  require  will  be  promfvh 
given. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD, 
Colonel  of  Ordnann. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  Jvly  9, 1S36. 
Sir:  I  have  ihe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  ih 
22d  ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  order  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ih 
officer  having  charge  of  the  arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon  to  issue  arms  m 
ammunition  on  my  requisition.  Anticipating  such  an  order,  1  sent  in  Apn 
last  and  obtained  a  sufficient  supply. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL 
Colonel  George  Bomford, 

Ordnance  Department.  ^ 
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APPENDIX. 


[The  following  documents  should  have  been  inserted  in  the  body  of  the 
foregoin^r  correspondence,  in  the  order  hereafter  noted,  but  were  accident- 
ally omitted  in  preparing  it.] 


[The^seven  following  letters  should  have  immediately  preceded  the  letter  of  May  25, 1836,  (page 
1,)  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Governor  Call.] 

War  Department,  May  5,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  hav^  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and,  in  answer,  beg 
leave  to  inform  you  that  General  Scott  has  been  this  day  requested  by  the 
Adjutant  General  to  communicate  freely  with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  ne- 
cessary measures  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements  in  Florida  against  the 
depredations  of  the  Indians.  1  have  to  request  that  you  would  state  your 
views  freely  to  General  Scott,  who  will  be  authorized  to  pursue  such  a 
course  as  will  be  found  necessary.  I  agree  with  you  that  it  would  not  be 
expedient,  under  present  circumstances,  to  remove  any  of  the  regular  troops 
from  Florida,  and  General  Scott  has  been  accordingly  instructed  to  retain 
them  there.  He  has  been  further  requested  to  establish  posts  in  the  health- 
ful positions,  wherever  the  state  of  the  country  may  require.      % 

It  seems  to  be  conceded  that  military  operations  cannot  be  carried  on 
against  the  Indians  during  the  summer  season.  Your  suggestion,  there- 
fore, seems  to  me  very  correct,  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  prevent  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  by  the  establishment  of  pasts,  and  to  be  prepared, 
as  soon  as  the  proper  season  arrives,  for  resuming  operations.  It  is  so  im- 
portant to  afford  adequate  security  to  our  citizens,  that,  if  we  err  at  all,  we 
had  better  err  by  establishing  too  many  than  too  few  posts.  I  have  to  re- 
quest, therefore,  that  you  would  slate  your  views  fully  on  this  point  to  Gen- 
eral Scott. 

A  bill  is  pending  before  Congress,  and  will  probably  pass  within  a  k^ 
days,  authorizing  the  raising  of  volunteers.  As  soon  as  it  becomes  a  law, 
General  Scott  will  be  authorized  to  organize  such  a  force,  of  that  descrip- 
tion, as  may  be  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  regular  troops,  to  afford  full 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florida.  While  General  Scott  remains  in 
the  Territory,  the  general  measures  of  defence  will  be,  of  course,  intrusted 
to  him.  As  a  precautionary  matter,  however,  and  looking  to  possible  events, 
instructions  will  be  given  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  arsenals  at  Au- 
gusta and  Mount  Vernon  to  issue  any  arms  that  may  be  required  for  the 
defence  of  the  Territory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 
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War  Department,  May  14, 1S36. 

Sir  :  1  have  r/sccived  and  submitted  to  the  President  your  two  letters  c: 
the  28th  and  30th  ultimo. 

My  letter  of  May  5,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  20th  ultimo,  will  have  con- 
veyed to  you  the  views  of  the  President  at  that  time  on  the  subjects  preseni- 
ed  by  you.  The  bill,  to  which  I  alluded  in  that  letter,  has  not  yet  passd 
Congress,  and  the  department  is  therefore  prevented  from  taking  those  de- 
finitive measures  which  are  contemplated.  But,  as  soon  as  it  \%  (»ssed, 
measures  will  be  taken  for  raising  such  a  force  under  it  as,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  troops  in  Florida,  may  be  deemed  sufficient  for  the  proieciioa 
of  the  frontiers.  The  President  is  disposed  to  view  favorably  your  surges 
tion  respecting  a  summer  campaign.  The  impression  heretofore  enter- 
tained at  the  department,  derived  from  various  sources  of  information,  has 
been,  that  operations  could  not  be  carried  on  in  Florida  at  that  season  of  the 
year,  with  any  just  regard  to  the  health  of  the  troops.  But  your  experience, 
official  situation,  and  knowledge  of  the  country,  justly  give  weight  to  your 
opinion.  And,  it  may  be,  that  men  acclimated  to  that  region,  may  operate 
there  without  danger  from  the  climate.  Xs  soon,  however,  as  the  volunteer 
law  passes,  I  will  write  you  again  ;  and  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  no  proper 
measures  will  be  omitted  to  afford  adequate  security  to  the  people  oi  Florida. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  5th  instant.  1  find  it  is  not  as  definite  as  it  should  have  been.  I 
intended  to  say  that  the  necessary  arms  should  be  issued  upon  your  requi- 
sition :  and  such  were  the  instructions  given,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  memorandum  given  to  the  Ordnance  Department 

I  have  had  a  conversation  with  General  Jesup  on  the  subject  of  the  claims 
against  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  Florida.  He  informs  me  that  he 
wrote  you  some  time  since  on  the  subject,  and  that  arrangements  had  been 
mnde  lor  the  a(ljustraei\t  and  payment  of  these  claims.  He  will  immediately 
advise  you  of  the  instructions  that  have  been  given. 

Orders  were  some  time  since  given  to  the  Paymaster  General  to  cause  the 
militia  to  be  paid  as  fiist  as  they  were  mustered  into  service  and  as  the  pay 
was  due  to  them.  1  have  again  renewed  the  subject,  and  requested  the 
immediate  attention  of  General  Towson  to  it,  and  also  that  he  would  write 
you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 


War  Department,  May  16, 1936. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  May  4th.  You  will  perceive  that, 
while  Major  General  Scott,  in  F'lorida,  is  charged  with  the  general  measures 
of  defence,  it  would  not  do  for  this  department  to  authorize  the  organiza- 
tion and  employment  of  a  force  independent  of  his  authority.  Still,  how- 
ever, if  any  portion  of  the  frontier  is  left  without  defence,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants exposed  to  danger,  the  President  will  sanction  the  calling  out  by  yon 
of  a  force  necessary  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  Indians.  You  may  relyiifwfl 
every  disposition  being  felt  here  to  afford  due  protection  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Florida,  and  to  reduce  the  refractory  Indians  to  submission. 
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General  Scott,  by  the  last  advices,  was  at  St.  Augustine,  awaitingf  the  or- 
ders of  the  department.  He  will  be  authorized,  after  putting  the  frontier  in 
a  proper  state  of  defence,  to  turn  over  the  comnnand  to  General  Clinch, 
and  to  return  to  his  department  if  the  state  of  afiairs  there  will,  in  his 
opinion,  permit.  You  will  perceive  the  extreme  difficulty  of  determining, 
here,  wliat  posts  should  be  abandoned  or  established,  when  there  is  a  con- 
trariety of  opinion  between  officers  of  high  rank  in  the  country.  My  own 
impression  respecting  general  defensive  measures  is,  that  healthful  positions 
should  be  sought  along  the  lines,  and  temporary  posts  established,  with 
slight  defences  for  the  occupation  of  the  troops  during  the  summer  season  ; 
that  it  is  better  to  have  more  posts  with  fewer  men  in  each,  than  it  is  to 
have  few  posts  with  large  garrisons  ;  that  the  Indians  will  scarcely  collect 
in  large  masses,  or  attack  fortified  positions ;  but  that  they  will  spread 
themselves  along  the  frontiers  in  small  parties,  doing  all  the  mischief  they 
can.  The  troops  should,  at  all  times,  be  upon  the  alert;  and  there  should 
be  mounted  men  employed,  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  country 
and  the  habits  of  the  Indians,  who  can  instantly  follow  any  marauding 
parties  which  may  strike  upon  the  settlements.  It  is  indispensable  that  the 
Indians  should  be  pursued.  If  they  find  that  their  expeditions  are  success- 
ful, and  that  they  are  not  followed  to  tlieir  fastnesses,  they  will  lay  waste 
the  whole  frontier.  Certainly,  where  an  Indian  can  go,  a  white  man  can 
follow.  It  is  necessary,  however,  for  this  purpose,  that  a  corps  of  spies  and 
guides  should  be  formed  and  kept  continually  in  motion.  Whenever  a  hos- 
tile parly  is  discovered,  their  trail  should  be  followed,  and  the  necessary 
force,  infantry  and  mounted  men,  kept  within  supporting  distance  of  these 
spies.  Vigilance,  activity,  and  decision,  are  essentially  necessary  to  secure 
the  objects  in  view. 

From  your  representation,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  a  very  small 
force  at  Tampa  Bay  will  be  sufficient,  and  that  the  other  troops  had  better 
be  stationed  upon  the  line  of  the  frontier  settlements.  I  shall  transmit  to 
General  Scott  copies  of  your  letter  and  this  answer,  that  he  may  know  the 
views  of  the  department.  He  will  be  authorized  to  keep  in  service  such 
mounted  men  as  may  be  necessary  for  defensive  operations  during  the  sum- 
mer season. 

From  what  is  understood  here  of  the  climate,  men  not  accustomed  to  it 
cannot,  with  safely,  carry  on  military  operations.  If  this  be  so,  the  regular 
troops  ought  not  to  be  required  to  do  any  more  than  defend  their  positions, 
overawe  the  Indians,  and  pursue  any  war-parties  that  may  make  their  ap- 
pearance ;  and,  perhaps,  also  occasionally  ranging  through  the  more  health- 
ful parts  of  the  country. 

I  mentioned  in  a  preceding  letter  that  there  was  a  bill  pending  before 
Congress  for  raising  a  volunteer  force,  and  that,  as  soon  as  it  passed,  defini- 
tive measures  would  be  taken  on  the  subject  of  your  proposition  to  imbody 
a  force  of  this  description.  Congress  have  not  finally  acted  upon  this  mat- 
ter ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  you  are  authorized  to  take  preparatory  steps  for 
raising  one  thousand  volunteers,  to  be  employed  whenever  required,  in 
operations  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  1  send  you  a  copy  of  the  bill  for 
your  information.  But  you  will  please  to  observe  that,  as  it  has  not  passed, 
no  definitive  measures  can  be  taken  upon  this  subject,  nor  assurances  given. 
The  men  may  be  enrolled,  and  the  company  officers  selected,  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  be  imbodied  the  moment  the  bill  passes.  They  should  be  organ- 
ized with  respect  to  officers,  noncommissioned  officers,  and  privates,  agree^ 


[  27»  ]  234 

ably  to  the  existiug  militia  laws  of  the  United  States.  Tlw  question  ^^ 
specting  the  appointment  of  superior  officers  will  be  determined  as  soon  as 
the  law  passes.  All  this  will  be  considered  as  the  noere  voluntary  act  of 
the  individuals,  and  will  not  subject  the  Government  to  any  expense  what- 
ever until  the  necessary  legal  provision  is  made.  It  is  merely  preparatory 
to  an  organization. 

I  have  shown  this  letter  to  the  President,  who  has  authorized  me  to  ex- 
press to  you  his  approbation  of  it 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

P.  S. — The  President  suggests  that,  whenever  the  Indian  ponies  and  beef 
cattle  cannot  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  army,  they  should  be  shot 

L.  C. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Oovenwr  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 


War  Department, 

AfaylT,  1S36. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  with  its  en- 
closures. 

Having  already  written  to  you  very  fully  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of 
Florida,  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  at  present 

As  the  Indians  are  actually  committing  depredations  upon  the  settlements, 
you  are  certainly  right  in  taking  adequate  measures  for  protection  ;  and  the 
President  will  sanction  the  employment  of  whatever  militia  force  m^iy  be 
required  for  this  service,  until  other  arrangements  are  made. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


War  Department, 

May  19,  1S36. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  has  just  been  received. 

The  volunteer  law  has  not  yet  passed,  but  I  think  it  will  in  a  day  or  two; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  trust  you  are  making  all  the  arrangements  necessa- 
ry for  the  employment  of  the  requisite  force  as  soon  as  the  measure  is  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  by  which  you  will  s^e  that  a  naval  force  has  been 
ordered  to  the  coast,  for  the  purposes  specified  in  your  letter.  It  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  correspond  with  Commodore  Dallas,  and  to  suggest  to 
that  officer  such  a  course  of  proceeding  as  may  be  demanded  by  the  public 
interest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CAS& 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Chvemor  of  Flaridoj  Tallahassee. 
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War  Department, 

May  21,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  lOih  instant.  The  volunteer 
bill  has  not  yet  passed,  and  the  department  is  not  able  to  authorize  you  to 
organize,  permanently,  any  of  that  species  of  force.  I  still,  however,  hope 
that  it  will  pass  within  a  day  or  two.  I  can  but  repeat  what  I  have  already 
said  to  you.  This  department  will  sanction  the  employment  of  any  force 
which  you  may  find  necessary  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  until 
measures  can  be  adopted  for  renewing  offensive  operations  against  theSem- 
inoles,  or  until  arrangements  shall  have  been  completed  by  General  Scott 
for  the  security  of  the  frontier. 

A  letter  has  this  day  been  received  from  General  Scott,  by  which  it  appears 
that  he  has  lost  no  time  in  making  a  proper  disposition  of  his  force,  with  a 
view  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  until  the  state  of  the  season  may  render 
it  proper  again  to  order  the  regular  troops  to  take  the  field. 

I  have  directed  the  (Quartermaster  General's  Department  to  instruct  Cap- 
tain Shannon  to  pay  any  expenditures  which  may  be  incurred  by  you  in 
protecting  the  settlements.  You  are  at  liberty  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  blockhouses  at  such  points  as  you  may  deem  proper,  where  a  small  force 
may  be  stationed,  and  to  which  the  inhabitants  may  resort  for  safety. 

Captain  Shannon  will  not  only  procure  such  supplies  as  are  required,  and 
which  properly  belong  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  but  all  such  as 
relate  to  the  subsistence.  Immediate  arrangements  will  also  be  made  for  the 
payment,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  men  thus  called  out. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  oj  Florida,  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  May  23,  1836. 

Sir  :  The  law  for  raising  volunteers  has  passed  Congress,  but  has  not  yet 
been  presented  to  the  President  for  his  approval.  It  will  be  signed  by  him 
without  delay,  and  I  will  transmit  you  a  copy  the  moment  it  can  be  printed. 
The  general  features  remain  unaltered,  except  in  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  ;  these,  in  all  cases,  will  be  appointed  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
Slate  or  Territory  where  the  volunteers  are  raised.  I  trust  you  are  losing 
no  time  in  endeavoring  to  engage  volunteers,  so  as  to  have  them  legally  or- 
ganized on  the  receipt  of  the  law.  Further  instructions  will  be  given  with 
respect  to  iheir  employment  during  the  summer  season,  as  soon  after  the 
law  is  signed  as  these  can  be  prepared. 

No  delay  has  taken  place  here  in  considering  every  suggestion  made  by 
you,  and  in  answering  your  various  letters.  The  defence  of  the  Territory 
is  an  object  of  deep  interest  with  the  Government.  Major  General  Jesup 
has  proceeded  to  take  the  direction  of  the  measures  necessary  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Creek  Indians.  He  has  been  instructed  at  the  commencement  of 
his  operations  to  station  a  force  at  the  southern  point  of  the  Creek  country, 
so  as  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  Seminole  and  Creek  In* 
dians ;  and,  also,  immediately  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  Creek  Indians 
from  that  part  of  the  country,  preparatory  to  their  general  emigration.    It 
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is  hoped,  that  this  movement  will  prevent  any  co-operation  between  the  hos- 
tile parties  of  these  tribes.     Without  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  the  meas- 
ures in  Alahama  might  drive  the  Creek  Indians  into  Florida. 
Very  respectfuliyl^  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Pa. 


[This  should  have  immediately  followed  letter  of  May  25.  1836,  to  Governor  Call,  (j»gc  3,;  Ji 

which  it  was  enclu&ed.J 

War  Department,  Afay  25,  1836. 

Sir:  Should  Major  General  Scott  leave,  or  have  left  Florida,  you  will 
please  to  assume  the  command  of  the  regular  force,  and  of  the  volunteers 
and  militia  who  may  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  io 
that  Territory.  The  great  objects  are,  to  protect  our  settlements,  and  to 
reduce  the  Indians  to  submission.  I  enclose  you  copies  of  such  communi- 
cations to  General  Scott  and  Governor  Call  as  appear  to  be  necessary  lor 
you  to  understand  the  views  of  the  Government  on  this  subject  It  is  Gov- 
ernor Call's  opinion  that  a  successful  campaign  may  be  carried  on  against 
the  Indians  during  the  present  season  of  the  year.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of 
his  letter  expressing  that  sentiment.  This,  also,  is  the  impression  of  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  to  beg  of  you,  if  you  consider  tlie  scheme  prac- 
ticable,  to  organize  an  expedition,  and  to  commence  and  continue  offensive 
operations  against  the  Seminoles  until  they  are  reduced.  How  far  it  may  be 
proper  to  bring:  the  troops  into  the  field  at  this  time.  I  cannot  deiiniiireiy 
judge.  The  climate  is  said  to  be  dangerous ;  and,  if  so,  the  health  of  the  men 
should  not  be  unnecessarily  exposed.  Still,  the  country  must  be  defended  : 
and  the  whole  matter  must  be  left  to  your  discretion,  on  a  view  of  all  the 
circumstances. 

Under  an  act  of  Congress,  which  was  approved  yesterday  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Governor  Call  has  been  requested  to  raise  1,000  volunteers — one-baif 
of  them  mounted,  and  one-half  infantry;  these  will  be  subject  to  your  or- 
ders, to  be  employed  wherever  circumstances  may  require.  And  I  have  to 
urge  upon  you  tocau^e  them  to  be  so  stationed  as  to  secure  the  most  effi- 
cient protection.  So  long  as  the  Indians  are  allowed  to  strike  a  stroke  with- 
out being  pursued,  their  depredations  and  murders  will  continue.  Block- 
houses should  be  constructod,  and  the  volunteers  stationed  at  every  proper 
position  ;  and  these  should  be  in  readiness  to  follow  the  Indians  wheiieyer 
they  make  their  appearance.  If  it  is  in  your  power  to  carry  on  offensive 
operations  against  the  Indians,  it  is  very  important  you  should  do  so. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  this  date  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  by 
which  you  will  see  the  arrangements  which  are  in  progress  for  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  seamen. 

Major- General  Jesup  has  also  been  instructed,  the  moment  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  Creek  country  will  permit,  to  turn  his  attention  to  Florida, 
and  to  move  into  that  Territory  with  whatever  force  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary. I  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  to  him  yesterdayi  which  wiH 
show  you  the  views  entertained  here  of  the  necessity  of  his  intercepting  tbe 
communication  between  tbe  Seminole  and  Creek  Indians. 
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A  call  has  been  made  upon  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  for  2,600  volun- 
teers ;  one  brigade  of  these,  which  will  consist  of  two  or  three  regiments, 
and  contain  probably  about  1,200  or  1,500  men,  (depending  on  the  organ- 
ization,) will  be  called  immediately  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  commanding  officer  will  proceed,  as  soon  as  they  are  raised,  into  the 
Creek  country,  and  report  himself  to  Major  General  Jesup.  General  Jesup 
has  been  instructed  to  detach  ihe  whole,  or  a  portion  of  them,  immediately 
into  Florida,  should  circumstances  require  that  measure.  The  circum- 
sta'nces  which  will  govern  him  will  be  the  success  attending  the  call  for 
volunteers  by  Governor  Call,  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  Florida.  If  the 
whole  number  of  volunteers  assigned  to  Florida  can  be  raised,  and  shall  be 
found  to  constitute  as  numerous  a  force  of  this  description  as  can  be  usefully 
employed  during  the  summer,  then  General  Jesup  will  not  order  any  of 
these  troops  into  Florida ;  otherwise,  he  will  do  it.  I  will  thank  you  im- 
mediately to  communicate  with  General  Jesup,  and  keep  him  advised  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  that  he  may  be  able  to  stop  the  Tennessee  troops  on  their 
march  should  they  not  be  wanted,  or  to  order  them  to  your  assistance  should 
they  be  required.  It  may  be,  that  the  result  of  his  own  operations  in  the 
Creek  country  may  be  such  as  to  allow  him  to  detach  for  Florida  a  portion 
of  his  command,  without  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Tennessee  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

General  D.  L.  Clinch, 

Fort  Drafie,  Florida, 


[This  should  have  followed  letter  of  June  20, 1836,  fpage  6,)  lo  Governor  Call,  in  which  it  was 

enclosed.] 

War  Department,  June  20,  1836. 

Sir:  I  presume  Major  General  Jesup  communicated  to  you  a  copy  of 
my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo.  Lest,  however,  he  should  not  have  done  this, 
a  copy  of  it  is  herewith  enclosed.  By  a  letter  just  received  from  Governor 
Cannon,  it  appears  that  the  eastern  brigade  of  mounted  men  will  rendezvous 
at  Fayetteville  on  the  1st  July.  They  will  be  armed  and  equipped  from 
the  State  arsenal,  and  will  proceed,  I  presume,  without  delay,  to  report 
themselves  to  you. 

Brigadier  General  Clinch  has  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army,  and, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  the  command  of  the  regular  forces  and  militia 
serving  in  Florida  has  been  assigned  to  Governor  Call.  It  was  hoped  that 
a  body  of  volunteers,  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  might  have  been 
raised  in  that  Territory ;  and  Governor  Call  was  requested  to  raise  a 
brigade,  amounting  to  one  thousand  men.  I  am  apprehensive,  however, 
by  information  received  from  him,  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  raise  this 
force.  In  that  event,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  some  other  aid 
should  be  afforded  for  the  defence  of  Florida ;  and  as  it  appears,  in  your 
letter  of  the  12th  instant  to  the  Adjutant  General,  that  there  is  no  prob- 
ability that  any  portion  of  the  Georgia  or  Alabama  troops  will  consent  to 
serve  in  Florida,  resort  must  be  had  to  the  West  Tennessee  brigade.  You 
will  please  to  direct  at  least  one  thousand  of  them  to  proceed  without  delay. 
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and  report  themselves  to  Governor  CeA].  If  necessary,  you  will  cause 
them  to  be  met  on  the  road  with  this  information,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  able  to  take  the  nearest  route  to  their  destination.  I  will  thank  yoa 
to  communicate  freely  with  Governor  Gall  on  the  subject  of  your  owrn 
operations  and  his.  Should  you  find,  however,  by  communicating^  with 
Governor  Call,  that  he  has  succeeded  in  raising  such  a  force  as  he  deems 
adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  Territory,  you  will  then  stop  the  West 
Tennessee  troops,  and  employ  them  as  you  deem  proper,  or  cause  them  to 
be  discharged. 

I  have  to  request  that  one  or  more  of  the  steamboats  authorized  to  be 
employed  may  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  Grovernor  Call,  so  as  to  ply 
in  the  waters  of  Florida,  if  you  can  spare  theuL  I  presume  that,  as  sooo 
as  those  expected  from  New  Orleans  arrive,  you  will  be  able  Co  detach 
some  of  them  to  his  aid. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Major  General  Winfield  Scott, 

Fori  Mitchell^  Alabama. 


[This  should  have  followed  letter  of  July  11,  1836,  to  Governor  Call,  (page  7,)  in  which  ii  is 

referred  to.] 

War  Department,  July  11,  1836. 
Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  few  Creek  warriors  might  be  useful 
to  Governor  Call,  and  might  be  willing  to  be  employed  in  the  contemplated 
expedition  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  You  will  please  to  correspond 
with  Governor  Call  on  this  subject,  and,  if  he  should  desire  it,  1  will  thank 
you  to  raise  a  small  corps  of  this  description,  not  exceeding  two  or  three 
hundred,  and  send  them  to  Florida.  They  may  be  paid  and  organized  as 
volunteers,  but  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of  some  white  man 
well  acquainted  with  them,  and  who  has  their  confidence.  It  is  presumed 
that  enough  of  young  men  would  be  willing  to  go,  without  requiring  their 
families  to  be  retained  in  Alabama  until  their  return.  This  measure  of 
retaining  Indian  families  ou^ht  to  be  avoided,  as  the  immediate  removal 
of  the  Indians  seems  to  be  indispensably  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  senranti 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jesitp, 

Fort  MUchelly  Alabama. 


[This  Khoakl  hare  followed  the  letter  of  FebnutryaO,  1837,  to  Governor  Call,  in  whkk  it  it 

referred  to,  page  21.] 

QUARTEBMASTBR  GeNSRAL^S    OfFIOB, 

*  Washington  Citj/^  January  27|  1837. 

Sir  :  I  submit,  herewith,  a  report  from  Lieutenant  L'Eogle^  aasistaiit 
quartermaster  at  Charketon,  in  reply  to  tbe  complaint  preferrod  afsmioat 
him  by  Governor  Call,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  tbe  20th  ultimo,  ibr  an  aClegad 
&ilure  to  comply  with  a  requisition  for  suppUee  for  the  Floiidar  campaign 
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The  statement  marked  A  exhibits  the  supply  of  forage  sent  from 
Charleston,  under  Governor  Call's  requisition,  with  the  dales  of  the  several 
shipments. 

The  statement  marked  B  exhibits  the  supply  of  subsistence  stores  for- 
warded under  that  requisition. 

And  the  statements  marked  C  and  D  are  exhibits  of  the  supplies  sent  to 
Florida,  under  other  requisitions,  between  the  16th  of  September  and  the 
12th  of  November. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  documents  Nos.  5  and  7,  that,  so  far  from  the  requi- 
sition being  treated  contemptuously,  as  Governor  Call  erroneously  supposes, 
Lieutenant  L'Engle  took  measures,  immediately  on  the  reception  of  it,  on 
the  10th  of  September,  to  furnish  the  supplies  called  for,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  obtained  in  Charleston,  and  reported  such  as  were  not  to  be  had 
there. 

It  was  not  accidental,  as  the  Governor  suggests,  that  the  boats  which  he 
required  from  Charleston  were  furnished  from  Savannah.  It  was  the  re- 
sult of  instructions  sent  from  this  office  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  in- 
formation that  those  articles  could  not  be  procured  in  Charleston.  (See 
documents  Nos.  7,  8,  9,  and  10.) 

Governor  Call's  requisition  (document  E)  bears  date  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, at  Tallahassee.  It  announced  his  intention  of  opening  the  campaign 
about  the  20th  of  that  month,  and  stated  that  supplies  would  "  be  required 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Volusia  in  a  short  time.''  It  was  received  at 
Charleston  on  the  10th  of  September,  thus  leaving  but  little  time  to  provide 
and  forward  to  their  remote  destination  the  large  quantities  of  forage  and 
subsistence  called  for. 

The  shipments  commenced  on  the  17th  of  September,  and  between  that 
date  and  the  30th  of  the  same  month  five  vessels  had  been  loaded  and  des- 
patched for  Florida.  The  campaign  did  not  open  so  soon  as  was  contem- 
plated. The  army  crossed  the  Suwanee  on  the  28th  of  September,  eleven 
cays  afler  the  shipments  commenced  from  Charleston,  and,  from  document 
No.  1 1,  it  would  seem  that  the  supplies  arrived  in  good  season. 

Owing  to  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Izard,  and  the  consequent  failure  of 
the  depot  counted  upon  at  the  falls  of  the  Withlacoochie,  the  Tennessee 
brigade  fell  back  on  Garey's  Ferry  on  the  21st  of  October.  At  that  date, 
it  would  appear,  from  Lieutenant  Clark's  report,  that  ample  supplies  were 
then  floating  on  Lake  George,  awaiting  the  appointed  arrival  of  the  troops 
at  Volusia.  Under  date  of  the  12th  of  October,  he  advises  that  "two 
steamboats,  each  having  in  tow  a  schooner,  and  all  loaded  with  subsistence 
stores  and  forage,  were  to  leave  Picolata  yesterday,  for  Lake  George,  with 
instructions  to  remain  at  the  head  of  the  lake  until  the  troops  shall  arrive 
at  Volusia  ;  then  to  proceed  to  that  place." 

It  is  clear  that  Governor  Call  labors  under  some  mistake  in  regard  to  the 
supplies  forwarded  from  Charleston;  and  I  am  quite  sure, on  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  in  tiie  case,  he  will  take  pleasure  in  dojng  justice  to 
Lieutenant  L'Engle.    That  ofiicer  was  acting  m  the  two  fold  capacity  of 

?nartermaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence,  at  Charleston,  and  has  per- 
)rmed  heavy  duties  in  connexion  with  the  several  campaigns  in  Florida. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants 

T.  CROSS, 
Major,  acting  Quwrtermasier  Oeneral, 
Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Secretary  of  War  {ad  ititcrim)  Washington. 
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[This  should  have  followed  letter  of  May  17, 1837,  to  Governor  Call,  (page  22^)  in  «hich :  3 

referied  to.] 

War  Department,  May  17, 1S37. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  instruct  the  officers  of  the  subsi<;- 
ence  department  in  Florida  to  continue,  till  the  1st  of  Octoher  nexi,  [he 
issue  of  rations  to  such  of  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  that  Territory  as  Qiay, 
in  their  opinion,  and  in  that  of  the  commanding  oflBcers  of  the  diifere/it 
posts,  be  fit  objects  of  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EL  POINSETT. 
To  Major  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

Tampa  Bay^  Florida. 


[This  shuald  have  followed  letter  of  May  26, 1^7,  to  Governor  Call,  (page  i>2,)  in  Trhic'a .:  c 

referred  loj 

dUARTERMASTER  OeNERAl's  OfFICE, 

Washington^  May  24,  l?3r. 

Sir:  The  letter  of  his  excellency  Governor  Call,  relative  to  ilie  claim  of 
E.  J.  Wood,  for  the  charter  of  the  steamer  Minerva,  referred  to  me  from  the 
War  Department  for  a  report,  is  herewith  returned  ;  and  1  avail  myself  of 
the  occasion  to  submit  the  case  for  your  consideration. 

When  this  claim  was  first  presented  at  this  office,  it  was  subject  to  two 
objections : 

The  first  was,  the  want  of  proper  evidence  of  the  service  of  the  boat— the 
certificate  of  the  claimant  himself  (who  appeared  to  be  acting  in  the  two- 
fold capacity  of  owner,  and  at  the  same  time  assistant  quartermaster  of  the 
Territorial  militia^  being  all  that  was  offered  to  sustain  it  This  objection 
has  subsequently  oeen  obviated,  by  the  production  of  satisfactory  evidence 
of  service  from  Governor  Call ;  and  the  claim  might  now  be  paid,  but  (or  its 
connexion  with  another  transaction,  which  constituted  the  second  objectioa 
to  it.  I  refer  to  the  seizure,  by  E.  J.  Wood,  of  the  public  steamer  Lieu- 
tenant Izard,  and  the  attempt,  on  his  part,  to  libel  her  for  salvage. 

Believing  that  the  seizure  of  a  public  vessel,  under  the  circumstancet 
attending  the  case,  was  a  most  unauthorized  procedure,  I  su^^sted  to  your 
predecessor  the  justice  of  making  the  payment  of  Mr.  Wood's  claim  for  the 
charter  of  the  Minerva  dependent  upon  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the 
steamer  Izard.  Mr.  Butler,  desiring  further  information  on  the  sobject, 
made  no  decision  on  the  claim  ;  and  I  now  repeat  that  suggestion  to  you. 

The  papers  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  trans- 
action, as  alleged  on  both  sides,  and  enable  you  to  judge  of  its  merits. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  letter  of  the  claimant's  counseli  that,  resenriDf 
the  claim  for  salvage  for  the  action  of  Congress,  he  is  willing  to  surrender 
the  Izard  on  the  amount  expended  for  repairs  made  on  her  being  reimbuis- 
ed  ;  and  on  this  point  he  suggests  an  arbitration. 

I  cannot  re6>mmend  a  concurrence  in  this  suggestion.  The  United 
States  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  put  to  some  expense  for  repairs,  if  <b( 
public  agents  had  not  been  prevented  from  raising  and  securing  the  botf 
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by  the  unauthorized  seizure  of  her  by  Mr.  Wood.  But,  without  Icnowing 
the  nature  and  extent,  as  well  as  the  cost,  of  the  repairs  which  he  has  thought 
fit  to  bestow  upon  her,  I  do  not  think  the  public  ought  to  assume  thera,  nor 
commit  itself  at  all  in  regard  to  their  reimbursement.  Besides,  this  boat  has 
now  been  withheld  from  the  United  States  near  six  months,  and  in  the  claim* 
ani's  possession.  She  has  hardly  been  kept  all  that  time  inactive;  the 
claimant  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  have  derived  some  profit  from  her 
operations.  Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  she  has  been  withheld  from  the 
public  service;  and,  as  the  seizure  was  unauthorized  in  the  first  instancei, 
her  detention  must  be  illegal ;  and  Mr.  Wood  is,  therefore,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  justly  liable  to  the  United  States  for  all  the  damages  they  ma/ 
have  sustained  by  this  unauthorized  detention  of  their  properly  ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  this  liability  should  not  be  taken  in  view, 
in  adjusting  his  claim  for  the  charter  of  the  Minerva. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  CROSS, 
Major,  acting  Quartermaster  Getieral. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City. 


[This  shoald  have  followed  letter  of  Augrist  4, 1837,  to  Governor  Call,  (page  22,)  in  which  it 

is  referred  to.] 

War  Department,  August  3, 1837. 
Sir:  The  attention  of  the  department  has  been  called  to  the  subject  of 
the  aid  afforded  by  Government  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Florida,  by 
a  late  letter  received  by  the  duartermaster  General,  from  Lieutenant  Vinton, 
informing  him  that  another  steamboat  has  been  employed  to  transport  sub- 
sistence, on  the  requisition  of  Governor  Call,  who  alleges  that  the  one  now 
on  that  service  (the  Izard)  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  suffering  inhabit- 
ants assembled  at  St.  Mark's.     You  were  informed,  by  a  letter  of  the  17lh 
May,  that  the  President  had  resolved  to  continue  the  distribution  of  rations 
to  the  inhabitants  who  were  unable  to  maintain  themselves,  until  the  1st  of 
October  next ;  and  by  that  intimation  it  was  intended  to  convey  his  inten* 
tion  that  these  supplies  should  cease  at  that  time.     The  object  of  Congres9i 
would  appear  to  have  been  to  succor  the  immediate  wants  of  a  peoplo, 
*  who  had  been  suddenly  driven  from  their  homes,  and  deprived  of  the 
means  of  supporting  themselves — not  to  continue,  during  the  whole  war,  to 
maintain  them  gratuitously;  thereby  withdrawing  all  motive  for  exertion  oac 
the  part  of  those  who  might  otherwise  find  means  to  maintain  themselves.^ 
Cases  may  present  themselves  of  the  aged  and  infirm,  the  widow  and  thei 
orphan,  wherein  you  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  as^ 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  do ;  but,  on  the  Ist  of  October,  the  present 
system  of  dealing  out  rations  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Florida,  gene-^ 
laUy,  as  now  practised,  must  cease  :  and  as  early  notice  as  possible  ought 
to  be  given  of  this  determination  oi  the  President. 

That  none  may  suffer  under  this  decision,  you  will  give  emplo]niient  to.' 
those  who  are  in  want  of  it ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  various  branches ^ 
of  the  service,  especially  the  establishment  of  stores,  posts,  and  good  com* 
monications  throughout  the  country,  will  enable  you  to  do  so.  Apart  from 
the  pernicious  moral  influence  of  an  indefinite  continuance  of  such  a 
16 
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system,  the  success  of  the  campaign  will  be  jeoparded  by  it.  If  the  sieara- 
boais  and  wagon-train,  and  otlier  transpoitation  intended  for  the  servicv  of 
the  army,  may  be  called  off  at  any  time  from  their  legitimate  ni.d  neces- 
sary usfs  to  convey  these  supplies,  the  commanding  general  cai.iioi  t^ 
certain  of  receiving,  with  punctuality  and  despatch,  those  intended  I'»r  \\.t 
troops.  And  if  the  subsistence  intended  for  the  army  is  to  be  consn^ed 
irregularly  by  requisitions  from  officers  whose  duty  it  has  been  lo  oUum 
the  rations  heretofore  distributed  to  the  inhabitants,  the  commissary's  de;^^rt- 
ment  cannot  answer  for  the  result.  The  supply  must,  either  way,  Ur 
exceed  (he  regular  demand,  which  is  attended,  as  experience  proves,  wnh 
great  waste  of  the  public  stores;  or  there  may  be  a  deticiency  ot  su;vii)^s 
for  the  troops,  to  the  utier  destruction  of  the  best  combined  operaii-Lj. 
Even  those  rations  which,  in  the  use  of  a  sound  discretion,  you  may  tii.d 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  distribute,  ought  to  be  taken  from  uiher  re>onrcrt 
than  those  intended  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  transporied  hy  orlier 
means  than  those  at  the  disposition  of  the  quartermaster's  department  (j: 
the  transportation  of  the  baggage  and  stores  of  the  army. 

You  will,  therefore,  cause  all  such  persons  to  be  assembled  in  the  iiruh- 
borhood  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  St  JohnV,  and  at  Tampa  Bay, or  (.'hnr-.i'e 
harbor — points  which  can  be  approached  by  sailingf  vessels;  and,  on  uiuj. 
mation  beinj:  received  here  of  the  number  so  to  be  supplied,  nieasnn^  wii: 
be  taken,  before  the  con>mencement  of  active  operations,  t<>  detach  .l.is 
service  from  the  army  altogether,  and  employ  agents  to  attend  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Major  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

Garey^s  Firry^  Florida. 


(This  should  have  followed  letlei  of  October  13, 1837,  to  Goremor  Call,  Cp.  23,)  in  whiti  ;: » 

referred  to.] 

Paymaster  Generai^'s  Office, 

Waskutgtojij  October  12,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  Oorernor  Call's  letter  to  you  of  the  26h 
ultimo,  referred  to  me  to  "report  the  force  employed,  and  by  what  anihor- 
ity,"  the  payment  of  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  Governor's  letter. 

I  am  unable  to  furnish  the  information,  as  no  returns  or  rolls  of  the  force 
ftlludfd  to  have  been  obtained  by  this  department,  although  ejirnestlycalSfd 
for.  ill  one  of  Governor  (yall's  letters  to  me,  he  says  there  are  eight  or  tea 
companies  that  remain  to  be  paid  ;  this,  with  Paymaster  Forsyth's  lerier.  (a 
copy  ot  which  is  herewith  enclosed,)  is  all  the  information  I  have  ou  (be 
•object. 

It  would  appear,  from  the  Governor's  letter,  that  be  had  been  in  mm. 
pondence  with  me  for  the  last  six  months,  urging*  the  payment  oi  those 
troops,  without  havirigr  produced  a  corresponding  effort  on  my  part  to  have 
it  effected.  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed,  that  Paymaster  FVnrsytli 
was  sent  to  Tallahassee  for  the  express  purpose  of  settling  the  claims  the 
Governor  mentions,  and  fthat  the  Governor  himself  advised  him  to  IciW 
that  place  before  he  had  done  so,  to  procure  better  fands.  Yoa  are  aware,  9X^ 
that  at  the  time  the  paymaster  was  here,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  tfaed^ 
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partment  to  obtain  better  funds  from  the  Treasury.  You  will  also  perceive 
that  it  was  his  opinion  that  most  of  the  claims  required  to  be  audited  before 
they  could  be  paid.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  ordered  Major  Forsyth  to 
Detroit  to  relieve  Paymaster  Larned,  who  is  now  on  his  way  to  Florida*; 
and  informed  Governor  Call  that,  as  soon  as  a  paymaster  could  be  obtained, 
he  would  be  sent  to  Tallahassee.  In  the  mtjan  time  I  urged  him  to  have 
the  companies  mustered,  (which  had  never  been  done,)  and  a  roll  of  each 
company  sent  to  this  place.  This  has  not  yet  been  done,  and  it  is  probable 
Paymaster  Mapes,  who  has  been  assigned  to  the  duty,  and  is  now  on  his 
way  to  Tallahassee,  will  have  to  wait  until  the  muster  is  made,  the  rolls 
transmitted  to  this  place,  and  returned,  before  he  can  act. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON, 
Paymaster  Oeneral. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[This  should  have  followed  the  letter  of  December  30, 1B37,  to  Governor  Call,  (page  24,)  iik 

which  it  is  relerred  to] 

Paymaster  General's  Office, 

December  28,  IS37. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  return  Governor  Call's  letter  of  the 
llth  instant,  referred  to  me  with  the  following  endorsement:  "The  Secre- 
tary desires  to  know  whether  Governor  Call  reported  the  number  of  men  in 
service,  and  the  reason  of  the  call.  The  Adjutant  General's  ojflice  may  be 
able  to  furnish  evidence  of  this." 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  endorsement  of  the  Adjutant  General  on  the  Gov- 
ernor's letter,  that  there  is  no  information  on  the  subject  in  his  office. 

The  Governor  states,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  the  27th,  (supposed  October,) 
1837,  herewith  rnclos^,  the  object  for  which  the  troops  were  called  out,  and 
that  it  was  upon  his  own  authority,  which  he  thinks  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
payment,  and  says :  "  Hitherto,  I  know  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  send 
the  muster-rolls  to  the  Paymaster  General  before  the  troops  were  paid.  I 
speak  with  confidence  on  the  subject,  because  I  know  it  has  not  been  the 
practice. 

<<  The  troops  that  entered  the  service  last  winter,  both  in  East  and  Mid- 
dle Florida,  were  ordered  out  by  me.  In  the  east  they  have  been  promptly 
paid  ;  while  in  the  middle  district,  with  the  exception  of  Myrick's  and  Evans's 
companies,  nona  have  been  paid  for  more  than  twelve  months." 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  troops  serving  under  precisely  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, that  have  been  paid,  except  those  provided  for  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1836,  of  which  a  printed  copy  is  enclosed. 

This  act,  it  will  be  seen,  was  retrospective,  and,  therefore,  cannot  apply 
to  such  as  were  subsequently  called  into  service.  Paymasters  are  not  au- 
thorized to  pay  troops  unless  duly  called  out,  or  the  service  subsequently 
sanctioned  by  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  general  commanding 
the  United  States  troops  in  the  field. 

1  do  not  .find  the  number  of  volunteers  stated  in  any  of  the  Governor's 
letters ;  but  Paymaster  Mapes  has  sent  me  fA  estimate,  which,  he  says,  is 
founded  on  data  furnished  by  Governor  Call,  from  which  it  appears  there 
arc  1  colonel,  2  majors,  4  quartermasters,  3  surgeons,  a  non  commissioned 
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staff,  (number  not  stated,)  and  27  companies  ;  also,  250  men  now  in  serrlc? 
not  included  in  the  27  companies,  making  an  aggregate  of  1,657:  :h 
greater  part,  he  says,  are  mounted,  and  that  it  will  require  §11S,522  5:?: 
pay  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON,  JPaymaster  General. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Enclosed  in  th«  precediug.J 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  and  supplies  farni^hei^  on  3\ 
of  the  militia  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  defence  o/FJonJi. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hanse  of  Representatives  of  the  Cniir. 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  y 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  to  be  paid  the  expenses  thai  have !» ,- 
incurred,  and  the  supplies  that  have  been  furnished,  in  the  States  of  S  uih 
Carohna,  Georgia,  Alabama,  1/Ouisiana,  and  the  Territory  of  Florida,  o\\  • 
count  of  the  militia  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  lor  •■ 
defence  of  Florida  :  Provided,  Tnat  the  accounts  for  these  claims  sha.i  ■' 
examined  and  audited  at  the  Treasury,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  War  beautur- 
ized  to  cause  the  militia  called  out  to  defend  East  Florida,  by  r;eneru5 
Clinch  and  Henaandez,  or  by  the  Governor  of  Middle  and  West  V\mdi 
and  such  other  militia  and  volunteers  as  have  been  received  and  uiusteft-i 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  regularly  discharged,  to  be  pai:.:: 
like  manner  with  the  volunteers  and  militia  ordered  into  service  uuder  :: 
ders  from  the  War  Department. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rrpresentatirts. 
M.  VAN  BUREX, 
Vice  President  U.  S.  and  President  of  the  Senait. 
Approved :  May  28,  1836. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


[The  five  following  documents  should  have  followed  letter  of  June  9,  1538,  loGorcriiu:  Ci- 

page  at>.] 

War  Department,  Atarch  I,  1S39 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  communicaiion  of 
yesterday  to  General  Taylor,  requesting  him  to  authorize  your  excelleiicy 
to  call  into  service  a  militia  force  of  not  exceeding  300  men,  in  the  event  oi 
emergency. 

Should  your  excellency  not  have  heard  from  General  Taylor  on  the  sub- 
ject previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  communication ,  you  will  be  plea^-J  i^ 
consider  it  as  sufficient  authority  for  making  the  call,  if  it  shall  be  odvbz 
ble  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee^  Fa. 
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[Enclosure  in  the  preceding  letter  of  &iarch  1, 1839.] 

War  Department,  February  28, 1839. 
Sir  :  Information  has  been  received,  through  the  honorable  C.  Downing, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  him  hj  Governor  Call,  that  several  murders  have 
recently  been  committed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Tallahassee  by  parties  of 
hostile  Indians.  With  a  view,  therefore,  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  part  of  the  Territory,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  give  au- 
thority to  his  excellency,  whenever  the  emergency  arises,  to  call  into  ser- 
vice an  effective  militia  force,  not  to  exceed  300  men ;  and  that  you  will  fur- 
nish him  with  the  necessary  staff  officers  for  mustering  said  militia  into 
service,  and  providing  the  necessary  supplies. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Brevet  Bripdier  General  Z.  Taylor, 

Commanding  army  of  the  Souths  Fort  Brooke^  Florida. 


War  Derartmbnt,  Augiist  24,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
letter  o\  the  5th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  correspondence  with  Col- 
onel Davenport,  on  the  subject  of  his  refusal  to  furnish  supplies  for  troops 
called  out  by  you,  which  will  he  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is 
absent  from  the  city  at  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida^  Tallahassee. 


War  Department,  August  30,  1839. 

Sir:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  an  extract  from  instructions  this 
day  issued  to  General  Taylor,  authorizing  the  raising  of  a  militia  force,  not 
to  exceed  three  hundred  men,  to  be  placed  under  your  control,  and  whose 
operations  you  are  authorized  to  direct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  FHorida^  Tallahassee. 


[Enclosare  in  preceding  letter  of  August  30, 1839.] 

War  Department,  August  30,  1839. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  ot  War  to  request  that  you 
will,  without  delay,  authorize  the  Governor  of  Florida  to  raise  a  militia 
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force,  not  to  exceed  three  hundred  men,  which  must  be  mustered  into  tk 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  organized  according  to  the  laws  and  re-zn- 
lations.  This  force  must  be  furnished  with  buitable  staff  officers  from  ihe 
regular  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  it  with  the  necessary  supplir 
of  subsistence,  transportation,  &c.  It  will  be  placed  under  the  orders  c; 
the  Governor,  who  will  be  authorized  to  direct  its  operations. 

You  are  requested  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
what  amount  of  militia  force  can,  in  your  opinion,  be  raised  wiihia  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  be  relied  on  for  active  and  efficient  service. 
A  copy  of  these  instructions  has  been  transmitted  to  Governor  Call. 

S.  COOPER 
Acting-  sSecreiary  of  H  ar. 
Brig.  Gen.  Z.  Taylor, 

Tam'pa  Bay,  Florida. 


[This  should  have  followed  the  leUer  of  September  18, 1836,  to  the  Secrcury  of  War,  (p*:^  TT 

Tallahassee,  September  19,  1636. 
Sir  :  The  death  of  Captain  Shannon  has  left  me  without  a  quarternas 
ter,  and  without  funds  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  approach 
ing  campaign.  The  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  with  great  liberahty,  ha5  ad 
vanced  the  amount  required  ;  and  1  have  this  day  drawn  on  you,  in  lavoi 
of  John  G.  Gamble,  president  of  that  institution,  for  thirty  thousand  do! 
lars,  which  1  hope  you  will  duly  honor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  CALL, 

Governor  of  Florida. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


^ 


^^ 


